ORATION,
FRONOUNCED
ar
| .KENNEBUNK, MAINE,

ON N

' THE FOURTH OF JULY, 180g.

" BY JOSEPH DANE, Esq.
—W

_—_-—————M

e ]

KENNEBUNE.
JAMES XK. REMICH, PRINTER.

1809,




KENNEBUNK, JULY 54, 1809.
M-gz. DANE,
SIR,
A copy of yonr Oration, delivered yefierday
/ before the citizens of this place on the anniverfary of Ame-
 rican Independence, is requef’id for the prefs.
JACOB FISHER, Psz ozpaz.




ORA.TION-

eSO

FELLOW CITIZENS,

Tre FOURTH OF JULY fhall never be forgot-
ten. This anniverfary finds us in poflcffion of thofe
unalienable rights and chartered privileges, for which
in SEVEN rY si1Xx the nation faced danger and death.
When our forefathers interwove the threads of their
lives with the deftinies of their country—and {wore in
the prefence of Gobp to preferve the web entire ; or fall
by the fame {word, that fhould fever it in twain.

Shall we turn our attention to thofe times, when the
mother country claimed to hold her offspring in per-
petual bondage, although fhe had repeatedly broken
the Indenture—when fhe demanded the birthright of
our anceftors, for lefs than a mefs of pottage—when
{he attempted to ftrangle our infant liberty in the cra-
dle, or {mother her under the pillow of conceflion—
when every State in Columbia volunteered in defence
of the child, and every village had TEN righteous fons
to ¢ gird on the {word, and fearle(s ruth to war,”
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But what can be faid 1n commemoration of thefe c-
vents, which has not been often repeated ? Should we
gather all the flowers of #ma rhetoric to deck the deeds
of the Revolution—the nofegay wouid disfigure, rather
than beautify. 'We could not ferve up'any thing new
for the public tafte, fhould we even glean the field of
metaphor. At fhor.: notice we prelent a few thoughts
in a garb, wonderful neither for the fincnefs of its
threads, or delicacy of its workmanthip ; and will fali,
like the fenfitive plai.., when touched by the finger of
the critic. But the j])z’rit of Sezenty-fix has thofe fea-
tures, which, like the fairer part of creation, may ap-
pear beautiful in a homefpun attire—in this drefs we
fhall clothe it. '

Many of you, my fellow citizens, can recolle&t the
zra, when Great Britain firft threztered to ufurp thefe
fundamental rights, which cur fathers brought with
them to Plymouth, and muf fland, becavfe liteially
founded on = rock. Fi:ft on the hift was trial by juiy.
The iflue between an ofiending citizen and an ofted-
ed country had ever been decided near thic place, ftaine:d
withthe blood of wounded law--fpotlefsinnocence requi-
red that the verdi& of juftice fhould berendered prompt -
ly—and not by the law’s delay have the fpan of her lifz
fhortened in the baftile of caprice—Ereedom of religious
opinion would fuffer no reftraint.  Confcience claim-
ed the privilege to wath out the ftains of fin, by fprink-
ling or immerfion—that cvery flock of -Chnft might




~ e

[ 5 ]

follow the fhepherd of their choice—May the priviliges
of confcience be claimed and enjoyed, whil: one exifts
to enjoy them.—Patriotifm would not give up the
right of her fons to bear arms—to hang their fzithful
rufly muikets over the cottage mantelpiece.—Repre-
{entation and taxation had ever trod the foil hand in-
hand, and refufed to be feparated—The prefs was free,
acd refufed to recognife to keep the peace toward op-
prefion. Equality had entrenched herfelf 1n the doc-
trine that “every man’s houfe is his cattle,” and refu-
fed to negotiate for 2 furrender. Liberty would not
yield a feather in her cap.—T4e peaple protefted againft
engrafting the fcions of Lereditary titles and exclufive
privileges on the republican oak. Congrefs exiled the
friends of our foe, who enceavoured tointroduce thofe ex-
otic plants, which,ere this, would haverocted cut thole
native virtues, which Lave  grown with our growth,
and ftrengthencd with our firength ;”—and declared
the vineyard tie inheritance of a2 FREE, SOVEREIGN,
AND INDEPENDENT NATiox—Is there one 1n this
aflembly, whofc pulie does not beat Liigh, when he recot-
lects the commesncement of the conteft 7 Who can
behold an infant country ftruggling in the gralp cf ty-
ranny, with as much cold indifference, as aparly views
the agonies of torture ? —No—The defeendents of
thofe, wno lived at the birthday, will ever welcomc this
anniverfary, as it rolls round in the year”’—will fondly
cherifh 1ts principles, as engraven cn the hearts of our
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inftitutions—whofe impreflion can never be tarnifh-
ed, while public virtue takes rank of the treafon of
Cataline or Burr. On this day we will ever add fome-
thing to the fund of gratitude, to redeem the debt due
the memory of him, who fleeps in the thades of Mount-
Vernon. Eloquence, perched on the higheft Andes,
has trumpeted his name to every place, where the winds
blow. We ecould not do juftice to his character,
fhould we commit burglary on the temple of fame, and
purloin every laurel from its tenants. e could not
add a new idea of his excellence, thou!d we plunder the
wardrobe of originality to its bare wails.

Long could we dwell on the matchlefs achievements
of our revolutionary heroes ; trace them from the plains
of Lexington to Bunker’s heights—thence through the
{cenescf various fuccefs, over the high-roads of Saratoga,
to the capture of Cornwallis. When the King of the
Ifle, who had put his hand to the piough of flavery, like
Lot’s wife, looked back, and the American Eagle, then
unfledged, {natched the faireft jewel from the Brtifh
diadem. The order of nature was reverfed ; and the
world witnefled the novel {peltacle of the parent afking
Jorgivenefs of the chi/d. Long might we dwell on the
dauntlefs refolction of profcribed ftatelmen, in collect- -
ing an army, and preparing for battle, with fcarcely a
ball or & cartridge ;—even before the fprings of our
refources had found their outlet. We might narrate
the indefcribable {ufferings of foldiers, who fought till
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their country’s freedom was acknowledged ;—then re-
vifited rheir homes with nothing for their wive’s but a
tear. Perhaps, if the roll of veterans fhould now be
called, fome in this houfe might anfwer, who left the
field of vi&ory, rich in fcars, honors, and Fkonorable
poverty—to return and embrace their breadlefs chil-
dren with a pennylefs purfe.  But this is touching the
apple of the eye of our country’s glory. May the {punge
of the hiftorian dry up this blot on her page.

Thus was the Sux of our Independence firft feen
through the twilight of doubt ;—then flowly rifing
above the horizon of oppofition—f{ometimes envelop-
ed in clouds of darkfome hue, and then Ihéddinga
mild ray, which warmed, and nourifhed our hopes ;—
fometimes going back zen degrees, to prolong the life
of trouble—then fanding fi/l. But our JosHu A could
always behold his fair face without a fpot on his difk ;
till finally he burft out in meridian blaze—when with
his name he ufhered forth a fummary of thofe princi-
ples, for which he had fought ; and prefented to our
view that {plendid Conftellation of rights and privi-
leges—THE FEDERAL CoNsTiTUTION.

Union is the foul of liberty—liberty is the foul of

.government—and government is the foul of {ociety.

This trinity of principle is admirably united in the Fed-
eralCompaét. Tofullyunderftand it, let us daily read
our PoriticAL BiBLE—WaAsniNGTON's Fark-
wELL ADDREss—Place it on the fhelf next that
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book, which 1s neither to be added to—nor diminifh-
ed ;—and <« indignantly frown upon the firlt dawning
“of every attemnpt to alienate” our faith from its wile
nrecepts—If there be a f{yftem, on whole altar elo-
quence may pour her purelt incenfe, in whofe praife
hyperbola can never foar beyond the bounds of truth,
it 1s the American. It has none of thofe defpotic
principles, which cripple the exertions of induftry—It
takes its departure from that meridianof common f{enfe,
which 1s equally diftant from the zorrid zoie of theory,
in wl ch the liberties of France were confumed, and
the frigid zone of ariflocracy in the Britith Conftitu-
tioe, whofe icy blaft freezes the blood, and palfies the
limbs of individual enterprize—while the freer parts
of her {yftem have been entangled in the toils of a cor-
rupt treafury. It has none of thofe lawlefs features of
the other European governments, which muft be plac-
ed-beyond the Nortk Pole on freedom’s map. This eulo-
gium on our national compact is amply juftified, if we
confider the effe®s produced by its operation.—OQur
population has doubled---furnifhing fixty ¢houfand
{eamen, who have furled the American canvafs in every
port on the globe---who have anchored the American
oak in every cove on the map of the world. Our naviga-
tion has increaled from a few thoufand to twelve hun-
dred theufand tons—Manufactures have taken root, and
willcontinue to flourith with a little artificial heat--Our
exports and imports have increafed from trifles to al-

I
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moft countlefs mullions ; in their circulation filling the
veins of finance with that aburdance, which has pro-
duced fuch found health in the body —politic ; tut
which will ever ficken, when thefe vital fluids are dried
up.—Here would we draw a veil around the late pe-
riod 1n the annals of oar mgﬁy, when commerce lay
almoft breathlefs at our wharves—when French De-
crees and Britifh Orders in Council were ready to en-
tomb her in the grave of confifcation.—Agriculture
fighed—Silence ufurped the dominion of the foreft—
and the mufic of the hammer, the anvil, the axe and
the adz ceafed to charm the anxious ear of liftening
echo. But the day of adverfity has paft. The bul-
letin of the nineteenth of April proclaimed comraerce
convalefcent—that of the tenth of Yune announced
her lungs free to inhale the gales of the ocean. Let us
unite, one and ail, to preferve her health—to prote&t
her, and her rights againt every onfct ; confidering
commerce as the fkeet anchor of our profperity ; which
if loft, our national greatnels may go adrift ; confider-
ing ““the unity of government, which conftitute us
¢ one people, as a main pillar 1n the edifice of our
“real independence.” Let us, “asaband of bro-
“ thers” join to expand our commerce, by giving elaf-
ticity to her {prings ; to preferve our union by binding
up our morals in the filken bands of religion. Imitate
the example of thofe eminent worthies, who have lately

attempted to &lend the different fhades of opinion -
B |




[ 10 ]
rather than dip them in a deeper dye. For opinion
cannot, like a galley flave, be chained to the oar of
unifermity. Nature herfelf delights in mafquerade.
In Winter fhe drefles in her long white robe. In
Spring and Autumn fhe appears in difhabille—and
we now behold her in the chequered plaid of Summer.
But 1n all this vaniety her objedt is the fame. Provi-
dence always guides her to the temple of happinefs.

Would to heaven the path cf every opinion led to the
fame fanétuary.

Our happy fituationwill not appear the Iefs enviable,
fhould we crofs the Atlantic, and contraft our fecurity
with the various fortune of Europe. Go with me
to Conttantinople. Behold a Grand Seignior elevated
to power by the poniard of fedition ; trembling left
its point fhould next be buried in his own breaft.
Entera Turkith Divan—there behold men in the
charatter of magiftrates, like Aaron’s rod, when caft
before Pharach, becoming devouring ferpents! View the
Emperor of the Weft, trampling in the duft the gov-
ernment of Spain; whie his generals are nuriing
the liberties of her people on the point of the bayonet.
Imagine him driving the fteeds of war along the banks
of the Danube. Yes—perhaps on this day entering
Vienna, and alighting from the car of conqueft upon
- the fteps of the Auiltrian throne. Beko/d that Northern
light I—It 15 the flames of Copenhagen reaching to the
fkies, and recording the authors of her unhallowed con-

///,,;
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flagration in the concave of heaven—while her blaze
refle@s on the ifles in the Baltic ; and may illumine
the dreary prifon of the Swedith King, as he reads his
fentence pronounced by his country—But fcenes like
thefe thall be excluded from the hilanty of the day.
Before we clofe, let us revifit our native fhores, and
view the FEpErAL CoxstiTrUTION, juil from port
with her new Commander at the helm. The owners
will not turn him afhore at the end of his firft cruife,
if he fteer according to the plain failing laid down on
\Wathington’s Chart—if he economife the difburfments,and
end his firft voyage witbout a bortomry-bond—If, when
he fend his Zientenants to Europe, he look well to their
infiruclions. The (hip is now tight, ftaunch, and ftrong.
Let him not keave her down too often for repairs;
ieft the carpenters may remove fome of her found timbers.
The people will keep an eye to the hands on Congrefs
A dcck—and every failor that has a falfe proteflion—that
' canoot repeat every point in the Compafs of our Bill of
Rights, or fleeps in his watch—we, 2keir fovereign, will
mark o the Jog book of ele@tion. This will {pread the
| cil ¢f unanimity, which will fmooth the 1aging furface
/ cf the ocean of party fpirit, on which the Federal Con-
Sintion will nde fafe ie every ftorm ; and never have
Ler colours Aa/f mafl on the FourrH oF JuLy.
FELLOW CITIZENS,
The fate of cur beloved country is
written on that page of futuriry, which i {zen enly by

-
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HIM, who penned it. But, as we turn over the Jeaves
of time, fhould we find the deftru@ion of her indepen-
dence decreed—Iet our prayers be, that the recording
angel may write FIN1s to her exiftence,

_ Vit




