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AT the defire of many of the numerous audience, and
at the particular requeft of the refpectable Commitiee, ap-
pointed to condu® the affairs of the joyous Feftival of the
4¢h day of Fuly, 1793, the following Oration, delivered
before them, is fubmtted to the infpection and candour of
the public,
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Friends and Felloww Citizens,

EVIVED from the afhies of our ruinous conflagra.

tion, can we behald the anniverfary of that ime
portant day, when we efcaped from our fubjugation
to a-tranfatlantic government, without fingular plea«
fure, or without triumphant joy ? Or can we be de--
void of a heart felt giatitude to Aim, who, with refs.
peét to nations as well as individuals, has the power,
and the right, to create and to deftroy ?

Seventeen times has the globe on which we tread
meafured its annual orbit, fince our worthy Delegates,
in Congrefs allembled, after detailing the intolerable
grievances we fuffered, under a foreign domination,
declared thefe United Colonies of America free and
independent States. The return of the fourth day of
July fhall, theretore, ever be hailed as the birth day
of freedom, in thefe American climes. :
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How illuftrious was that band of patriots ? ‘how
‘worthy to be had in everlafting remembrance ¢ firm
was their courage—~—fublime their wifdom. The per-
tinence, the weight and energy of the addreffes of
their excellent predeceflors to men of difterent coun-
tries, while they had the higheft influence on the colo.
nial fuflerers, had convinced mankind of the righte.
. oufnefs and importance of our caufe ; thofe only ex.
cepted who were blinded by their imaginary intereft.
We rewarded them with our fincerelt praifes. But
in them was -not placed all our confidence. While
we ftrove to prepare for an arduous and dreaded con.
fli¢t, we devoutly cried to him for aid, who is infinite.
ly fuperiour to all terreftial monarchs, We trufted
that the juftice of Heaven would not fee us cruthed by
the {fword of vengeance, drawn by pride againit the

weak and helplefs; nor our equitable claims con.
founded. |

What indeed, on this fide heaven, had we, on which
we could place any rational hope of fuccour? Al-
moft totally deflitute as we were of the implements
of war, and more deftitute of men who had experi-
ence in martial fervice ; do we not look back with
aftonithment to the feafon, when this people dared to
engagein the unequal conflit ? Awfully were hu.
man probabilities thought to be againft us, when we
vofe up in oppofition to that nation of Europe, which
was moft inured to battles and conqueft ; whofe bur.



( 5 )

nifhed arms have feldom had any confiderable refpit
from the horrid fcenes of war. Thefe we prefumed
to oppofe in the ficld, altbough they were feconded
and affifted, by a formidable hoft of the mercenary
Heflian murderers, and by the blood thirfty favages of
the American wilds. Great was the enthufiatm which
flamed in the breafts of the oppreffed coloniits ; and
next to miraculous the unity of all ranks, in oppofi.
tion to arbitrary and tyrannick rule,

Heaven commiferated our diftrefs ; infpired our
citizens to rife in arms; and in mercy provided a
generous and illuftrious leader to our armies, no lefs
eminent in council than intrepid in the Acld. Provi.
dent of the lives of his troops, and anxious to promote
.their happinels ; he knew how to annoy and weary
our invaders, without rifking too much. May his
vigorous, perfevering, patient and fuccefsful fervices
be written in indelible charatters on the hearts of
grateful Americans. And, at the head ot this nation,
may he worthily prefide, till he thall behold it no lon.
ger in 1ts infancy, but one among the moft fourifhing
and oppulent in the world. This he will confider as
his fufficient reward. o

I muft not dare to thed a damp upon the joy of this
feftal day, by calling your attention to any of the
mournful tragick fcenes which the war prefented.—
But may the dear memory of thofe nnmerous patri-
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ots long live in our breafts, who watered the plant of
Liberty with their vicheft blood. And may the warm
gratitude of the nation be manifefted, by the moft fub-
ftantial tokens, to their deareft conneQions, fo long as
they are not beyond the reach of our beneficence.

Rich and manifold are the advantages and bleflings
" attending our liberation and independence: of fome
of the principal of them you will permit me to re-
mind you.

Inflead of being bound by laws enated by a legifla-
tive body on the eaftern fide «f the broad atlantic,
where the people are neceflarily ignorant of our local
circumftances, and who were tond of alleviating their
own burdens by increafing ours ; weare taxed and gos
verned, by rulers of our own elecang, who naturally
care for our welfare, and who mult expcét to bear
their part of the public charges, in proportion to their
comparative ability. Laws will be accommodat.
ed to the exigencies of the whole Union, and of the
diftin&- Commonwealths. Government will be ad.
miniftered, not by thofe hungry harpies from Europe, -
put into office by a foreign monarch, to ftop their im.
portunate folicitations, without regard to merit or de.
merit : but by thofe who are well known and ap.
proved by the people, and to them refponfible. In
cafes of dangerous invafion, our defence will not be
the fecondary concern of a court {eparated fromus by
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an ocean of a thoufand leagues ; but the primary at.
tention of the moft approved politicians and defend-
¢rs feleCted from tiie midit of ourfelves.

When we fpeak of our advantages, that import-
ant one fhould not be forgotten, our being a nation
{o locally detached from every other civilized part of
the world, and from all the powerful nations, that
we can perceive little danger ol ever being annoyed by
their forces, The difficulty of carrying on the oper-

ations of vrar at a great diltance from home, may be
confidered as our fafety.

- While conneéted with Greatbritain, the miferies of
war were often our lot ; becaufe they were often the
loc of that kingdom. In our new fitnation, we may
already obferve the advantage of being unconcerned
in the police of Europe. Scarcely a nation in that
quarter of the world can navigate at all, without dan.
ger of falling a prey to their declared encmies ; while
the thirteen ftripes can traverfe the ocean with pertet
{fecurity, as we are not at war with any nation.

We may add, that the immenfe duties and incum-
brances on our trade, were formerly fevere deduétions
from the gains of induftrious Americans ; and impo-
fitions unjuft, and fcarcely fupportable. But fimilar .
duties, now more wifely and equally laid ; are com.
paratively but little felt ; and are the means of {up.
porting our excellent form of national governinent.
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The time is arrived, when the fons of Columbia
can glory in a natioi:al charaéter, refpe@ed by man.
kind. Infte-d of being aflicted colonies, defpifed and
infulted by their parent ftate; we are a people as much
enlightened, and perhaps as wilely governed, as any
now exifting on the globe. Our liberties, civil and
facred, are perfe@ly exercifed. Thele rights of men
were never before fo happily underftood and enjoyed
by any nation.

- Devout gratitude to heaven fhould burn within us,
while we commemorate thele blefled advantages.—=
And doubtlefs we ought with pleafure to recollect the
friend(hip of that powerful nation, and of that wnfor-
tunate monarch, who made our caufe their own, in
our late ftruggle for ourrights : who generoufly made
us-important loans, at a time when our need was
greateft ; and when it was uncertain whether we
fhould ever be able to repay them : who furnifhed
formidable flcets and armies gratis, to cooperate with
our feeble arms ; and to whom we owe, it not our
independence itfelf, yet, at lealt the thortening of the
calamities of a horrid war. Their fhips and trcops
aflifted at the taking of the fecond whole Britith army
which fell into our hands ; the coniequence of which
was a fpeedy peace. If animofity againft the people of
a neighbouring ifland was a motive  to this extraordi.
nary beneficence, it was not the lefs ferviceable to us
nor does it lefs demand our gratitude to heaven,
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O Louis! Little didit thou realife what was fores
told by (ome, that thy fubjects, fighting by our fide:
to obtain for us the rights of men, would embibe the
fpirit of Americans ; and (o be led to confpire to ftrip:
thee of thy defputick rule. Happy had it been for
thee—happy, perhaps, for themfelves, had they been
content with their firlt revolution, ‘Though degrad.
ed from the higheft feat of arbitrary power, to the:
condition of an officer at the head of the executive
depaitment ; ftill thou hadft fome chance for.happi-
nefs ; which ought by thee to have been more wilely
cultivated, But, like Haman's, thy fate was feared,.
when thou hadft begun to fall.

Not that we mean to juftify the bloody meafures.
machinated againft thee, and many others, by a felf.
created affembly ; a.club which has had, it feems, too
much influence over the delegated rulers ot France ;.
contrary. to the dictates of coafcience ; contrary to.
thofe of political wifldom, and -of common {enfe.

Unhappy Republick! thy fufferings excite our deep-
commiferation. If it were pofiible, how gladly would-
we deliver thee from perfecution, confufion and blond!
But alas, thou ha(t not had the wifdom, or elfe not the-
power, to follow thofe entirely who have afforded thee
a good example in changing their government. While.
we execrate the hoftile conducét of defpots around thee,
and highly approve thy defign of gaining and fecuring
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the rights of men ; we blufh at the fanguinary and
barbarous proceedings of fome of thy citizens. Could
nothing appeafe their rage againit thy ci devant King,
nor againft others who were fufpefted to be averfe .to
thy noble defign ! Nothing thort of the lamp iron and
the guillotine? Are they aware how this furious
condud, fhouldft thou finally prevail, will weaken the
hands of thofe nations, which, in tuture, fhall with,.
and groan, to be freed from the galling tetters of ty-
rants'? Having thy hiftory before them, will they
not be tempted to hug their chains, rather than rifk
fuch horrible fcenes as attend thy emancipation f~—

But I forbear. Whatever we fay of individuals, the
faithful hiftorian muft, in future, enable us to judge

how far we may fafely cenfure, or applaud, thy na-
‘tional conduét,

The introduétion of a new government in this coun-
try ought-to be refleéted -on with the greater fatisfac-
tion, as we did not, fo much as in one inflance, ftain
it with the blood of our fellow citizens. Needlefs and
ufelefs {feverities againft enemies ought ever to be a-
voided. Nor ouggt political herefy in fentiment, any
more than theological, to receive capital punifhment :
-nor perhapsany other.

Behold, ye citizens, the genius of Columbia ftand-
ing triumphant—* fair as the moon, clear as the fun,
.and terrible.as an army with banners.”?  Juftice and
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clemency are in her train—her motto this, Parcere fibfec- -
bis, et debeilare fuperbos.* She holds the land of liberty -
the glory of the weftern hemifphere—the afylum and.

refort of the perfecuted fons of freedom through the
world.

But what will avail our excellent plan- of govern.
ment, our freedom, and our hoafted privileges, if we-
have not the wif{dom and the virtue which are requifite
to fecure and.perpetuate them ! We muft not expeét
to- enjoy political happinefs. in fpight of ourfelves,
That whtch 13 born mult be carefully nurft, .if we with
it to arrive to maturity and mafculine vigour..

Our form of guvernment, is faid, and not without:
reafon, to be.as only- for an enlightened and virtuous
people. Then, while. we feduloufly court the Mufes,
and encourage erudition, be it the ambition of eachof-
our citizens to cultivate in himfelf and others every
virtue, which ftrengthens and adorns humanity.
Let the laws be religioufly obeyed, though they are
ordinances of man, for the Lord’s fake; and in every.
refpect, that univerfal righteoufnefs, which exalts a.
nation, fteadily purfued and practiféd..

Inftead of adopting the diflipated and enervating .
cuftoms of older nations, it is our wifdom to fir.ve to >

*Forbear the humble and fubdug the i:roud.- ¥
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excel in economy, Induflry and fruga'ity. Thus fhall
our fair inheritance continue unimpaired, and improv.

ing by time, be handed down with advantage remote
pciterity. |

If we glory in our independence, furely it becomes
1is to conduct ourfelves like an independent people.
Does it need to be {aid, that this is not to purfue the
infipid fathions, and ape the follies, ot thofe diftant
nations who live in comparative thraldom ? It is not
to neglect the advantages given us by God and nature,

and f{trive to fthine and glitter in thofe plumes, which
are the marks of flavery. '

We fhould rather be content with the produts of
our native country, and cven glory in arraying our.
felves in manufactures of our own.  Our varn us foils
fhould receive a more jadicious and fpirited cultiva.
tion ; which will be found capable of producing, not
only the neceflarics of life in abundance, but moft of
thofe curious fruits and luxurious produétions, to pro-
cure which we imprudently tranfmit too much of our
wealth to remote parts of the globe.

~ But how are we completely prepared to fupport anc
retain our rights, uniefs care be taken, that our
refpectability and prowels, as a martial pecple, be not
exchanged for pufilanimity and contemptible weak-
nefs ? Such debility in our pation would invite-the
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cantinued hoftilitics of the favage aboriginals, from
whofe incurfions our anceftors, in former times, and
many of our nation of late, have fo feverely fuflered,
And if any thing could, this would tempt fome of the
tranfatlantick nations to infult or invade us.

The ule of arms fhould, therefore, be encouraged,
and the military art learned by the young. 1 fatter
myfclf there is not at prefent a total negleét of this, in
any of the States. There furely is not in that, of
which we are a part. The oflicers of our regiment of
militia enjoy the plealure of obferving, that at leaft cne
of its companies are laudably and zealoufly impreving
themfelves in military {kill.  As in honour of the day
they are prefent, itis prefumed the audieace will not
take it amifs, if we beftow on them a word of con-
gratulation and applaufe. Struck with the uniformit
of your neat and brilliant appearance, and pleafed wit
your exalt tnaneuvres, we cordially with profperity to
your band. While othérs confume too much of their
time in mere triling and play, we truft you will pro-
ceed with your manly exercifes,in your hours of leifure,
till you arrive to the greateft perfettion. We antici-
pate for you, in our expetation, the chara&er oi An-
cient and Honourable. Animated by the nobleft |-
triotick motives, may you be prepared for im .riii:
fervice, that if providence fhould ever call you - Jc.
fend your country’s rights, you may acquit yourielves
with ability and honour.
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But, while we contemplate and celebrate thofe tem-
poral good things, with which we find ourfelves or our
nation'bleft; we are to remember, that thereare bleflings
to be had, whaich are far more worthy of our ardent

urfuit ; as far fuperiour as heaven is higher than this |

umble clod of earth ; bleflings which fand in the near-
eft connection with our endlefs felicity. The means of
grace and falvation are of incomparably greater imporg-
ance to us, than the belt means and profpeéts of political
happinels. What then fhall we fay of falvation itfelf 2
—While, therefore, we conduét ourfelves in life as
FOOd citizens of a free and flourifhing nation, let us
erioufly confider that it is from the father of lighta
that all temporal favours come down to us. And as
for thefe our praife afcends to his throne, let us prin-
cipally ftrive to fecure to ourfelves a citizenthip in the
new Jerufalem above. So, when all terreftial things
fhall pafs away, like the clouds after rain, we may
hope to poffefs that building of God; the houfc not.
made with hands, cternal in the Heavens.
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