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A DISCOURSE, &ec.
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1 SAM. Xil. 23, 24.

I «t’l teach you the good and the right way ; on-
ly feur the Ld, and ferve ham 1a truth, uwnh
all your heart; for co-fider how great thi~gs
he hath dore for you.

HESE words, and the verfes with which

they are connefted, were addrefled by Sa-
muel, the prophet of the Lord, unto the people
of Ifrael; and were occafioned by a change thay
had wantonly effeted inthe governmentof their
nation. Unul this periad, the civil polity of that
people wis pureiy Theocratical ; God himfelf
condefcend:zd to be their executive, anid com-
mitted the difperfation of his government to
men whom he had fet apart and divinely mfpi-
red for that purpofe. Had they been fenfible
of their exalted privileges.—regarded the in-
ftruttions of God, and been contented and fa-
tistied under his admmifiration, they might have
remained a happy and a dignified nation : but
alas! fuch 1s the powerful imfluence of evil ex-
ample, that they Eﬁéredthemiélvrs to be drawn
into the wicked prattices of their 1dolatrous
neighbours, the heathen nations ; whafe ufuges
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and cuftoms were abhorrent in the fight of God,
and prohibited the people of Ifrael under the
fevereft penalties.

Notbeing fatisfied withhavingborrowed from
them their religious fuperftitions, they were re-
folved to adopt alfo their form of government,
- andadded(according to thieir own confeflions)
“ unto all their iins, this evil, in afking a king.”
The mild and equal fyftem under which they had
hithertobeen placed, wasnot perhaps, intheiro-
pinion,{ufficiently energetic ; oritwas notattend-
ed with that vzin pomp and empty glare which
are {o captivating to depraved man : hence
they wilhed tofubititute in its place the pageant-
1y of court, the fplendid equipage of regal
grandeur. This was highly offenlive to the
Maijefly of heaven, who declared on that occa-
fion that “ they had rejected him, that he
“ {fhould not reign over them,”

Samuel, grieved on account of their bale and
. Injudicious condut, remoniiraied againft the
mealures they propoled, and among other
things informed them that, fhould their withes
be gratified, the confequences would be truly
oppreflive. “ And he jaid this will be the man-~
““ ner of the king that {hall reign over you;
* he will take your fons, and appoint them for
< himfelf, for his chariots, and to be his horfe-
“ men; and fome (hall run before his chariots..
“ And he will appoiat him captains over thou-
“ fands, and captains over fifties, and will fet
“ them to ear his ground, and to reap his har-
¢ yeft, and to make his inftruments of war, and
““ inftruments of his chariots ; and Lic will take
your daughters to be confettionarics, and to
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¢ be cooks, and to be bakers : and he will take
“ your fields, and your vineyards, and your
“ olive-yards, even the belt ot them, and give
¢ them to his fervants ; and he will take the
“ tenth of your feed, and of your vineyards, and
“ give to his officers, and to his lervants ; and
“ he will.take your menf{ervaits, and your
 maid-fervants, and vour gooalieft ycung
“ men, andyour affes, and put them to his work
¢« —he will take the tenth of your {heep, and
“ ye {hall be his fervants : and ye {hall cry out
“ 1n that day, becaule of your king which ye
¢ fhali have cholen you, and the Lord will not
¢ hear you 1n that 'day.” But they continued
clamorous, and were determined to be like their
neighbours, let the confequences be what they
would ; till at length Samuel, by thecommand
of Ged, (who intended to punilh them in this
thing) yielded to their importunities. The ad-
vice, contained in the text, was given them at
an after period, when they were madec m a
meafure {enfible of their imquity, and begged
the interpoiition of the prophet. The good
man, cotwithftandingthe ungeneroustreatment
he had met with from this people, continued
to manifeft a regard for their welfare ; he re-
mjnded themthat the evils with which they were
threatened, in confequence of the change in
their nationai affairs, could only be averted by
the firi€telt piety.; he allured them of a conu-
nued intereft in his prayers, and then added
the falutary counfel which is to be the bafis
and theme of our enfuing dilcourfe— I will
¢ teach you &c.”

In purfuing the fubjelt, there are two parti-
culars to which our attention will be direcled;

[}
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Fi:ft, The ases which are Lere inculcated,
anA,

Secondly, The argument by wiich they aie
enforced.

The mjunéiion before vs 1s extremely o2 m-
prehenfive, and rot nly invoives it the v Lole
of cur duiy to G d, but 'uvgaciis allo the orcer
and prccels of evangeicii piety. Sclenen
tells us that the fear ol the Lord 1s the bogin-
ning of wifdom—thc very erig: wra feurca-
tion of that reiigious oi- «<icree which we aie
called to render: and coui nais wi-h diss {en-
timent, is the arrangement mzde i CUr text i—
We are firft admonflicd tc fear Ged. ¢ Cnly
“ fear the Lord &c.” To be under the mflu-
ence of this fundamental pri.ciyle of 1eligion
and piety, fuppofes that w- enicrtamn funable
views of thele perfections m tiie divire ¢l arze-
ter which render him ti:e proper obj: € of our
dread.

What can be more highly calcrlated to cx-
cite our reiigious tears :han the cerfideraton
that, as fallen, guilty creatures, we are relpon-
fitle for our conduct to a being who pefleflis
an indubntable right to demand cur our ctedi-
ence —a being, ir m whole krewledge no fe-
crets are hid, whofe threatcnings againit the
violaters of his laws are immutat:le, and whole
power 1s adequate to the accemplifhing of all
his purpofes ?

Such are the perfeftions of that God whom
we arc commanded to fear, and {uch 1s the-re-
lJauon 1n whith we ftand to him : Should we
not under thefe circumfiances exclaim, in the
language of a prophet, “ Who would not fear

|
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& thee, thou kino of nations, for unto thee doth
$ jt appertain ?”

Can we for a moment queftion his foveraign
right in and over us ?  All created ntciligen-
ces, whatever be the fphere of taeir exi:tence,
are am=aable to him for their attivas—oetore
bim adoring leraphs, 1n the mani *ns o- biils,
Low with facred reverence —beu~a:h hisirowns,
apoftate [rits, 1a tae r2g1ons of mif-ry, trem-
bie with fervile fcar: and at Lis dread tribunal
muft all the race of Adam be foon arraigned
—nor can the ations of oar lives, or the la-
tent principles of our hearts, be concealed from
his omnifcient eye. He has the mof perfett
knowledge of our gcing out, and ccining in, our
lying down and ni:ngup; he is about our beds,
and about our paths, and {picth cut all our
ways, “ All things,” fays an apoftle, “are naked
« and open to the eyes of hun with whom we
¢ have to do;” {o that, ¢ if our hearis con-
« demn us, God is greater that our hearts, and
« knoweth all things.” An Achan n the ca.np
of Ifrael, a hypocriie in the church of God,
and the midn'ght devotee of finful piealure, are
equally app rent in his view, and equally the
objefis of hisjufl abhorrence. As to the immu-
tabil ty of his threateaings, we are aflured, that
though heaven and earth fhall pals away,
not one jot or tittle of his word fhall ever fail.
And what fhall we fay of his tremendous pow-
er and majefty ? The awful dilplays of his glo-
ry have caufed even good mnen exceedingly to
fear and quake; and if his wrath be kindled
but a lie, the wicked cannot abide his pre-
fence. All power pertains to him both i hea-
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ven and on tge *arth—all nature is fubjet to
his controul, a.1d fubfervient to his will. When
he determinss to punifth a wicked generation
ot men, the fountains of the great deep regard
his mandate, and combine with the opening
windows of heaven, to exterminate them from
the earth by an awful deluge. Fire, hail, and
ftorm are the auxiliarites of his juftice, and,
when he fhall give the fignal, univerfal nature
mult infiantly penfh in one general conflagra.
tion. |
Such a reprefentation of the divine charaQer,
efpecially when it i1s made for the exprefs pur-
pole of exciting our religious fears, I know is
unacceptable, and painful to the unregenerate
ind.—But, my brethren, 1t will not do for
the minifters of religion to cry peace, peace,
when there is no peace. The meceflity of
faithful, energetic preaching, is too obvious
—and we fecl ourfelves jufhfied onany occa-
fion to declare, and that withemphefis, “ That
“ 1t 1s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
“ the living God !” -
How many do we {ee around us who have
no fear of God before their eyes, the language
of whole praltice 1s, ©“ Who 1s the Lord, that
“ we {hould ferve him ? and what profit ihall
“ we have i we pray unto him?” and who, in
confequence of fuch 1npiety, are expofed to the
overwhelming billows of Jehovah’s wrath ?
Can we then, who are placed as watchmen
on the walls of Jerufalem, with impunity for-
bear to give the neceflary warning? on the
contrary-—Are we not conftrained o cry out,
in language of mfpiration, * The lion hath
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& roared, who will not fear ? The Lord God
& hath fpoken, who can but prophefy £” To

fan&ion fuch miniftenial efforts, we are furnifh-
ed with the moft unexceptionable examples :—
David, after fpeaking of the judgments of the
moft high, concludes with faying, “ Confider
« this, ye that forget God, left he tear you In
s pieces when there is noneto deliver”™—* Sanc-
& tify the Lord God in your hearts,” fays a
prophet, © and let him be your fear, and let
“ him be your dread”—and the great teacher
of his church enjoins his difciples * not 0 fear
¢ them who kil the body, and then have no-
* thing more that they can do ; but I will
¢ forcwarn you," {ays he, ¢ whom ye thall fear;
« fear him who can caft foul and body into hell
¢ —yea, I fay uato you, fear him.” But that
cur views of the perfeftions of God, and that
the fears they infpire, may be influential on our
conduét, they are not to be raifed 1n our minds
inerely by the ftrength of human intellefls, or
taught us by the precepts of men; no, my
brethren, ids the province of him “who caufed
« the light to fhine out of darknefs, to {hine m
‘ our hearts, to give the light of the knqwledge
 of the glory of God; inthe face bf Jefus Chrift.”
It 15 of the higheit importance, tlxe_refgre, that
we cultivate the impreffions which are made
on our minds by the Spint of God; and not
2@ like Felix, who tiembled for a monent un-
der the awakening influences of grace, but
anon difmiffed his guihy fears to a feafon bet+
teradapted tohis own convenience, which, pro~
bably, never a;ﬁ,v;:d.—-Bm, to purfue the or:
der of our texn, - |

Lo g
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We are not only enjoined to fear, but to
ser VE the Lord.

We muft give evidence that our impreflions
are genuine, and that our fears are wrought of
God, by manifefting a reverence for the divine
authority. ¢ Only fear the Lord, and ferve
“ hiro, &c.”

Abraham exemplified his fear of God, by
yielding obedience to the moft difficult com-
mand ; and hereby obtained this teftimony :—
“ Now I know that thou feareft God, feeing
* thou haft not withheld thy fon, thine enly fon
“ from me.” It is faxd of Noah, ¢ That bein%
 moved by fear, he regarded the warning o
“ God, and prepared an ark to ihe faving of
¢ his houle.” <« Job feared God,” and, as an
evidence of 1t * efchewed evil."—And Solo-
mon informs us, ¢ That by the fear of the
“ Lord men depart from evil.” |

If therefore we fear God, we muft keep his
commandments, we maft ferve him, and that
not by conftraint, or from hypocritical motives,
but with unfeigned fincerity.

“ Only fear the Lord, and ferve him n truth.”

“ God 15 a fpirit, and they who worfhip him,
“ muft worthip him in fpirit and in truth. He
¢ fearcheth the hearts, and trieth the reigns of
“ the children of men: hence he requires truth
in the inward parts.” It was faid of the Jews,
< This people draw near me with their mouth,
¢ andwith their lipsdo honour me, but have re-
< moved their hearts far from me, and their fear
¢ towards me is taught by the precepts of men.”
By fuch a pretended fervice, the majeily of
heaven 15 infulted, and fuch worthippers are
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guilty of an attempt to mock God. Let us be
careful, my brethren, that in rendering our an-
niverfary tribute this day, we offer not the fa-
crifice of fools ; that we bring not a vain obla.
tion, but that we tender unto God our grateful
acknowledgements, from the altar of fincere
hearts. Nay, would we meet with divine ac-
cep:ance, our obedience muft not only be fin-
cere, but fervent and univerfal.

We are commanded to * fear God, and
¢ ferve him in truth, wih all our hearts.” In
fuch a fervice, we fhould flame with anghboly
zeal, and employ all the ardour of our affec-
tions : our undivided hearts, our fouls and bo-
dies, as a whole burnt offering, muft be dedica-
ted 1o God, would we meet with his divine ap-
p-obation.—* Only fear the Lord, &c.”

That we may be excited to this reverential,
unfeigned and univerfal obedience to God,
you will permit me, in the fecond place, to’
dwell a little upon the argument contained in
the text. * For confider iow great things he
“ has done for you.” - |

We might with propriety enforce the duties
inculcated, from the confideration that the path
of religion and piety is “the good and the
“ right way,” and that it comes recommended
us by its own excellencies.

That it 1s right, and meet, and our bounden
duty to ferve God, has, we truft, been fuffi-
ciently evinced by our preceding obfervations :
and that this is the good as well the right way
is equally demonlftrable.

- The fear of the Lord teadeth tc good, both
as it relates to cur temporal and fprritual wel-
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fare ; hence they who poflefs an experimental
knowledge of the excellencies of true religion,
hefitate not to declare with an apoflle, « That
« godlinefs 1s profitable unto all things, having
“ the promife of the life that now 1s, and ot
““ that which is to come.” Religion very often -
fecures to us the poffeflion, anﬁ always fweet-
cns the enjoyments of hife ; 1t infpires the foul
with a peace that pafleth all underftanding, and
gives prelibations cf joys to come. But the
atgnment on which the prophet refted his
coynel to the peogle of Ifrael, was the confi-
deration of the goodnefs of God ; * the great
* things he had done for them.” This was an
argument founded in the firieft propriety.—
Never was there a people placed under higher
obligations to God than they were. He had
delivered them from the delpotic influence of
the Egyptian court, from the galling yoke of
tyranny and oppreflion. When purfued by
their enemies, he made the very elements {ub-
fervient o their welfare, while they were ren-
dered unfriendly and deftruftive t¢ Pharaoh
and his hoft. He preferved them during their
tedious march, through an uncultivated land.
He gave them bread from heaven, and water
from’ theflinty rock. He made them viforious
in battle, and finaily placed them in the pof-
feffion of a land dillinguifhed for its excellen-
cies.

- But let me afk, Is this argument exclufively
applicable to them ? s it not equally appro-
priate to us? Yes, my brethien, the anmverfa-
ry tribute we offer this day, is expreflive of the
great things which God has done for ust  On
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this occafiion, however, I fhould fec. myfelf
guilty of an unpardonable neglett, were I to
confine my views folely to the events which
we now celebrate,

I cannot forbear to call you to the confider-
ation of what God has done fer us in the ge.
neral difplays of his mercy and goodnefls, ma-
nifefted in creation, providence, and grace.

How interefting is the contemplauon of our
rational exiftence ? created after the image of
God, made but a little lower than the angels,
crowned with glory and honour, and, amudft
the numerous tribes of animated beings, the
only creatures on this earth who are capable
of the refined enjoyments which refult from
the exercife of the intelletual powers : pow-
ers by which we are not only enabled to explore
and inveftigate the myflcries of pature, but by
which we may alfo become mealurably ac-
quainted with the deep things of nature’s God.

" How marvellous is the preferving goodnefs
of God ? In the midft of furrounding dangers,
he baskept 1n exiftence our frail fyftems, thofe
curious pieces of mechaniim, which are fo fear-
fully and fo wonderfully made.

Confider the goodnels of our great benefac-
tor in the returning bounties of this delightful

cafon. The earth 15 crowned with the mer-
cies of the Lord, and all nature wears a {mi-
jiing afpett. The waving harveft exhibits to
the tranfported eye, in variegated and beaute-
ous form, 1its golden treafure ;: and the fertile
plains in general, laden with flores of unufual
glenty, feem anxious to compenfate the huf-

andman’s indultrious toil, to gladden hisheart,
and crown the feftive board.
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Yet what are all thefe, compared with the
wonders of redeeming love, the gift of an in-
carnate God to fave a wretched and a rumned
world, the eftufions of the Holy Spirit to en-
lighten, molify, and renovate the heart, and
the precious promifes and declaravions of eter-
nal treth, 10 mipire our fouls with joy ?

But, my brethren, however propes, Fawever
important and mterefting the confideration of
thefe particulays may be, you no doubt, on
this occafion, expett to meet with fomething
- more appropriate : I therefore proceed to con-

fider fome of the * great things which God has
“ done for us” in our 'nationa% capacity.

And here you will permit me to remark that
in my opinion it is impcflible, with any degree
of propriety, to celebrate the anniverfary of
‘the AmericanIndependence, without adverting
to circumftances immediately connetted with
that event,

We fometimes meet with charaters who af-
feCt a great veneration for this aufpicious day,
and yet, ftrange to telif they would difcard as
a mere farrago of fentences, as an incoherent
jargon, the memorable inftrument in which are
recorded the caules which led to our independ-
ence, and which contains the firft principles of
our national exiftence.

There either 1s, or there is not a propriety
in commemorating the event in queftion; if it
be proper, the profefled objett is 10 make our
grateful acknowledgements to God for an ef-
pecial inftance of his 1aterpofing goodnefs.—
But, let me afk, what1s to excite and diret our
gratitude, it we are precluded the principal do-
cuments relative to the premifes ?
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The orator, or preacher, on fuch an occafion
as this, muft not attempt to divert an audience
by the mere reveries of fancy ; he muft adduce
matters of fatt, and appeal, for the truth of his

~ obfervations, to thc records of '76. By fucha

retrofpec, and with fuch evidence before us,
we become acquainted with the perilous fitua-
tion in which this country was once placed,
and if we poflefs one [park of ingeriuous grati-
tude, we will adore the hand which effeQed
our deltverance, -

It fhould never be forgotten, that this great
nation was once fubjeét to the-legiflation and
controul of a foreign power ;. a power, the [eat
of whole governmeat was three thoufand miles

from us. It 1s true, there was a period when

the Briufh cabinet were difpofed to att towards¢
us upon the principles of juftice and humani-
ty, and, I may add, of found policy. While
this was the cale, we were willing to fubmit to
many inconveniences, and, had they purfued
conciliating meafures, this eountry might have
remained in the {fame relation to them for ma-
ny years without a murmur; but, in proceis of
time, they viewed with a jealous eye the rifing
glory of thefe happy colonies, and devifed
mealures to cruih us while in embryo. They
affumed the prerogative. to tax us in all cafes
whatfoever, while they withheld from us the
facred privilege of an equal reprefentation.—
They gave us {pzcimens of their legiflative in-
fluence, and demanded immediate {ubmiffion
to their nmperious mandate. Their menaces -
were {ucceded by alts of violence and oppres-

{fion: With hoftile intention they invaded cur
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peaceful {hores, and, as we have heard from
the declaration which has jult now been read,
*‘ they plundered our feas, ravaged our coafls,
‘“ burnt our towns, and deftroyed the lives of
*“ our citizens.” We do not mention thefe
particulars to excite your indignation for the
wrengs we once {uftained ; but we bting them
into view to aflift you in confidering, agreea-
bly to the counfel of our text, the great things
which God has done for us. Had not Goe
interpofed in our behalf, our ruin muft have
been compleated : no doubt, my brethrer,
before this period; we fhould have been loaded
with the fhackles of defpotifm, and, like the
Hebrew nation in the land of Egypt, have
groaned beneath the iron rod of tyranny and

oppreflion ! - | |
But the fons of Columbia were not deftined

to be flaves. It pleafed God, at this period,
to awaken generally 1n the breafts of our citi-
zens a [piric of pure patriotiim, a glowing ar-
dour for iiberty, which could not be extingui‘h-
ed but with the taper of life : fired thus with
a love of freedom, this day thirty years ago,
by their repreflentatives in Congrefs aflembled,
they announced to the world their determina-
tion to be free, abjured their allegiance to the
Britfh crown, and ¢ aflumed that feparate and
« equal ftation, among the nations of the earth,
«¢ to which the laws of nature, and of nature’s
« God entitled them.” Ere this commenced a
contelt apparently the meft unequal; but God
was pleaied to {an&tion our mealurcs, aad to
give fuccefls to our arms: “ He taught our
“ hands to war, and our fingers to fight;” “Out
“ of weaknefs we werc nade flrong, waxed
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“ valiznt in fight, and put to flight the armies
“ of the aliens.” For many years we have en-
joyed nationa! peace and profpenty, and are
once more permitted to recognife, in a public
manner, the great things which God has done
for us.

To day we are called to corntemplate, as the
bafis of cur political happinefs, the invaluable
bleflings of freedom and independence. Thefe
are benefits which we cannot too highly appre-
ciate, and which are infeparably attached to a
government founded on pure republican prin-
ciples.

In ex patiating on thefe unfpeakable bleffings,
{uffer me again to ufe the language of the firft
charter of our rights, which is indeed the lan-
guage of reafon: “ We hold thefe truths,” fays'
that inftrument, ¢ to be felf-evident, that all
“ men are created equal ; that they are endow-
¢ ed,by their Creator, with certain unalienable
« rights ; that among thefe are life, liberty, and
“ the purfuit of happinefs —That to fecure
“ thefe. rights, governments are inftituted a-
“ mong men, deriving their jult powers from
« the confent of the governed ; that whenever
“ any form of government becomes deflruétive
“ of thefe ends, 1t 1s the right of the people to
¢ alter orabolifh 1t, and to inflitute new govern-
“ ment, laying its foundation on fuch princi-
¢ ples, and organizing its powers in fuch form,
““ as to them fhall feem moft likely to effeét
¢ their {afety and happinefs.” In this para-
graph are contained political do€trnes of valt
importance ; dottrines, however, which are

only acknowledged by popular governmeats.
C




18

Hereditary monarchies, however varied in
their forms, or whatever appearances of equal-
1y and juftice may be attached to them, are
fubverfive cf thefe great and fundamental prin-
* ciples. In fuch governments the power is not
derived from 1ts proper fource, the confent of
the governed : fuch fyftems are not the choice
cf the people, for their choice 1s not confulted.

Nor are the facred rights of men fecured and
enjoyed. 1n the operation of fuch governments.

Popular reprefentations in the inferior de-
partments of government, while the executive
1s rendered in a manner ablolute by hereditary
fucceflion, 1s a mere tham, an 1impious delufion,
and can only be intended to fave appearances !

And let e alk, under fuch a government
have the people an opportunity to alter or abo-
Jifh 1t, when 1t Eecomes deftruétive of their hap-
pinels? Yes, my brethren,experience has taught
us that a change under fuch circumftances
may be effeted ; but not without a revolution-
ary confliét, not without the fhedding of
blood, and all the horrors of a civil war. And
{from thele confiderations we argue, in oppofi-
tion to a prevailing fentiment, that no people
have a right to inftitute a form of government
which binds the hands of their pofterity, and
by which they are deprived of the facred pri-
vilege of atting for themfelves.

- We have reafon to blefs God that we are de-
livered from fuch evils, and that our govern.
ment 1s of fuch a nature as to guarantee to us,
an1 to our unborn pofterity, the bleflings of
frecdom and independence., The energy of
our political compatt is lodged where it ought
to be, 1n the hands of the people. God - rant
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it may ever be kept there! Our public func-
tionaries are men of our own choice; to us
they are amenable for their conduft, and we
difplace them when we pleale. Under thele cir-
cumitances we fhould learn to be content. and
to fubmit with cheersfulnels to the will of the
majority, which conttitutes the fovereignty of
the nation.

Conne:ted with thele political advantages,
12 the prolpzrity and advancement ol our moft
holy religion. Under defpotic governments
vital piety, being thackled with dileriminatiag
eftablithmerts, has ever groaned and languiili-
ed, while fuperilition, error ard deiufion have
been proportionably increaled and itrengthened
—but the equalizing {yltem of republicanifin
is friendly to the interelts of religion, and cal-
culated to promote the caufeof truth and virtue.

After having thus noticed fome of the bene-
fits refulting trom the nature of our govern-
ment, 1t cannot be improper to turn our tho’is
for a few moments to the local advantages of
our country, and the ncrealing prolperity
which attends us.

" The remotenefs of our fituation from the
belligerent powers, demands cur grateful con-
fideration. While the whole European world
is fhook to its centre by deltruttive commotions,
deluged in blood, and experiences all the dire-
ful concomitants of war, the olive-branch ex-
tends o'er us its peaceful fhade. Were we
fituate more contiguous to the contending
parties, we f{hould alinoft neceflarily be drawn
into the general contelt ; but being placed {ruin
them at {o great a diftance, we have it in our
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power to maintain a neutral ground, and, far
from the bloody fcene, coniinue to cultivate
our peaceful arts.

Add to this our great extent of territory, the
temperature of our climate, our fertility of fol,
natural produétions, and commercial advanta-
ges, and fay—Has not the Lord done great
things for us ? Need I now remind you of the
prolperouscircumftances whichattend our coun.
try, emanating from thefe local advantages ?

Confider the flourithing ftate of the arts and
{ciences amongit us, and the advancement of
our luerary milnutions ; the growth of our
manufactures, the improvement of ouragricul-
ture, the extenfion of our trade, and the 1n-
creafe of our treafures, and, let me afk—Is
there a people under heaven who bids fo fair
for the fummit of national dignity and fame as
taefe United States 2—But 1 haften to a clofe.

- Qur {ubject furni‘hes us with a leflon of rel-
gious mitruction, and with a hint of political
prudence. |

Firlt, We remark, that plety to God lays
tire foundation of every kind of happinefs, and
1: more nnmediately conneéled with our na-
tional profperity than 1s {ometimes 1magined.
““ Righteoufnels,” we are told, * exalteth a na-
“ tion, while fin is a reproach to any people.”
The tribes of Ifrael were rccoinmended 1o a
religious obedience, as the only remedy agamft
the national evils with which they were threat- -
ened : the counfel which was given to them 1s
weliadented to us; let me admonifh ycu thento
¢ fear the Lord, and ferve him in truth with all
< your hearts.”  Should we withhold this rea-
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fonable tribute, fhould we forget the mercies
of God, rejet his authority, and pegle@® out
great falvation,—the accumulated mercies we
enjoy will only increafe our condemnat:cn, and
enhance our wretchednefs forever!
- Secondly, Our fubjelt fuggefts to us 2 hint
of political prudence. . -
We thould learn duly to appreciate a- gov-
ernment, in the eftablifhment of which thehand
of God was evidently, and eminently difplay-
ed. The materal evils which were experien-
ced by the Hebrew nation, may be traced toa
reftlels anxiety to throw off the government of
God, and to {ubflitute in 1ts place one founded
in pride, caprice, and felfifhnefs:- Let us avoid
their folly and their ingratitude, and learn to
be content and fatisfied with a government,
which yields to us the peaceable enjoyment of
all our rights and privileges :—and, above all
things, let us never defire to be placed beneath
the jurifdi&tion of regal power, a form of gov-
ernment which originated with 1mpious hea-
thens. This was the fatal rock on which the
Ifraelites were dafhed, and proved the bai:s
of all their misfortunes. Hence, the Almigh-
ty, in addrefling that nation at a very remote
period of its exiftence, declares, “ I gave thee
““ a king in my wrath, and took him away in
“ mine anger.” The man who advocates a
monarchical form of government, and who
wifhes to bow to the fhrine of human royalty,
13 not worthy to be denominated a citizen of a
{ree and independent country, or to fhare in the
bleflings which flsw from republican influence!
A word of cautionary advice will now finifh
our remarks, |
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It is fcarcely neceflary, I truft, to remind
you, that after offering this public teftimony of
our gratitude to God for national mercies, we
fhould infult the dignity of our nation, re-
proach our own charallers, and incur the dif-

leafure of heaven, were we to ergage In
})cenes of diffipation and intemperance.
~ Should there be a folitzry individual in this
affembly, who may be difpofed to fuch impro-
priety of condu&, I wamn you againft the evil,
and conjurc you not to let your afternoon’s ex-
ercife difgrace your morning fervice.

And now to Gad the Father, Son, and Ho-
ly Ghoft, be rendered afcriptions of eternal
praife.—Amen.




