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RESPECTED AUDITORY,

D ‘/ ITH tremulous diflidence, ] proceed to the du.
¢ ‘ty afligned me. To a generous audience I appeal for
. [an effufion of candor : in proportion to my aflurance

-of your friendfhip and good wifhes, my anxiety will

}amﬂl and my confidence be raifed, That I fhal}

thave the fortune to pleafe all, to raife the general clap,

F gain univerfal applaufe is not to be expetted. But

hether I delight or difguft, pleafe or oﬂ'end my du-

ty fhall dire¢t me, and my own breaft fanéhon the fen.
timents I offer.

' Moft nations have had thelr favorite days on which

to affemble for fetive and pelitical purpofes. In fa-
/ tred writ, we read of dedlcatlons, thank{givings and

jubilees : and the hiftories of Greece and Rome teem
with accounts of games and feftivals.

But at this delightful feafon, when nature herfelf
feems pregnant with enfigns of ireedom. When fhe
feems robed in her faireft attire. When the birds
chant fongs of liberty—Under a benignant and falu-
brious atmofphere, and a government the pureft on
earth—At fuch a fecafon, and under fuch circumftances,
to aﬂ‘emble and celebrate the birth ddj of American

pf Americans alone! Lhe

Happy and glorious people! England may boaft of
her liberty, her magna charta and her trade. France of
her ftrength, her numbers and eafe. Their own pride
may feel gratified at the boaft, but mere truc joy may
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be found in thy fair courts of freedom, on the shores
of America, in one day,than in *“thoufunds elfewhere.””
Here, a generous {ympathy prevails in all hearts, and
the very recolletion of this day, banifhes every gloomy
{fenfation, and lights up the moft ardent enthufiafm in
every breaft. On this day your chains were broken—
On this day the grand charter of your liberties wasz
{ealed!

Convened at this important era, we are naturally
led to an examination of the caufes which led to our
emancipation, the principles on which our 'indepen-
dence was predicated, the nature and beauty of our go-
vernment, our prefent blefings and future profpeéts.}
It is not to be expe&ed that I fhould defcant upon the,,
fubjetts fo interefting and {ublime, with the fapient/
dignity of a Washington o an Adams ; the beauty, cor-
reftnefls, and energy.of a Fefferson : or the eaie und elo- ?

quence of an Ames, a Morris, an Otis, a szvmgston,

a Lincoln, a Franger ora Marshall. But it will be e-!
nong;h 1hat my dignity be impartiality, my romioa.,
ttorrs patriotic fenfibility, and my ornament truth.
"Thefe things premifed, it may pot be improper to ap-
prize my audience of the method adopted for the ex-.
amination of thefe fubjetls. * I propofe in the firft)
plice, to fpeak curforily of the origin of our indepen-,
dence ; in the {econd, of the adoption of our conftitu-;
tion and government; in the third, of the early mea-’
{ures of that gr)vernment in the fourth, ofits later,
proceedings ; and, in the ﬁfth, of its probable perma-:
nency, and the approachmg ftrength and grandure of
America.

From the moft trivial c:rcumﬁances effe€ts the:
moft aftonithing and momentous often originate.—
From a fingle rath or imprudent adt, the moft formi-
dable nations are fometimes ruined. Thefe confider-;
ations, while they ferve as a legiflative leflon, remindg

\ -
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ys of the caufes which wrefted our infant cousp
from the horrid fangs of oppreflion. v
‘The aggreflions ot alpiring Britain, which laid the.
foundation of our independence are il remembered
by thoufands in our countiy—"They are inferibed “on
the page of hiflory, for the view and inftrué@ion of
all.  Ambitious for extenfion of power, for accumu-
latmg wealth, and for the complete fubj igation of her

provinces, fhe unfeelingly trampled "upon our deareit -

richt, and filched {from us, our richeft treafures. “The .
mad cou.lclls of her war bounds, led her to invade us

in hoftile array. Her pavies and her cannon were driven, -

frowning on our coaft:. We met them with firm.*.
nefs. \Ve repeiled her aflaults. The voice of Dun-

ger roufed the coun’ try.  Our fsthers witneffed the
eritizal conjuntture with heréic fortitude. The ftrong

arm of the aged farmer, and the afive frame of the

vouthful hm er © were courageouﬂy braced in the

caufe of our infulted Rights !

After a tcdious mwhf of confufion, havoc and war;
aiter the pure bleed of our gallant Warren, of Mc reer,
Montgemery, and other martyrs to frecdorm, had crim-
fomed our defolated and afflicted fhores; after the fate’
of war had laid our villages in afhes, and caufed afllic-
tion to abound, ‘¢ as a thick cloud;” after our infant-
- Congrels had declired us @ free and independent na-
tion, bolday afferting the reafons for the mecafure, nobly
relying on their own valor, the jultnefs of their caufe,
and the approbation of heaven for fupport; and appcal-
ing to the Supreme Judge of the world, for the reéli-
tude of their intentioms; after alternate vittories and
defeats, numerous fkirmifhes and well-fought wbattles,
THE MORNING OF RECONCILEATION gleamed, and
pEACE arofe with cheering beams on our Land! A
general treaty of amity and peace followced, and the
bleody portals of war were fortunately clofed.

Several years fpent in deliberation, and our Conli-
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tution, that palladium of our rights and fecurity, wag
hrought forward, under the aufpicies of Washington,
’ jcjuso)., Franklin, and other American worthies..
In its original ftate it met with fome appofition from
Mr. Gerry and others, who contended for further pro-
vifions in favor of the People, which provifions were
foon adopted by way of amendment, and, (beipg an-
nexed to our Conflitution) now form, a fecond Magne
Charta of our Liberties.

Our Conflitution was adopted, and meafures wese
“immediately taken to ordain and eftablifh fuch laws
«nd re gulations as are effential to all goad gover nments,
with a due regard to the peculiar prmmples and cir-
cumftances of our own. Our laws in general, were
unexcepuonable and Amerlca, emulous to rife among
the nations of the earth, was found an afylum for the
opprefled of all nations, and the feat of induftry and
trade, as well as Liberty, Juftice and Peace.

But too foon the late bloody war commenced in Ey-
rope, and every allurement was held forth, and every
fcheme adopted by the contendmg parties, to bring us
into a participation of their quarrels, Both France
and England hoped for our interference, but were both
difappointed by our declaration of neutrality. England
became the firft plunderer of our commerce—France
followed. With the origin of that war, and our fub.
fequent treaty with Great Britain, originated that
baneful party spirit, which, gaining acceflions from
fucceeding mealures, hecame at laft fo formidable, as
almoft te threaten.a deftruction of our gaovernment.
The standing army, land tax, seditien and stamp
acts, and a rigid condemnation and exclusion from
office, of all republicans, meafures of the federal party,
-proved very illy calculated to allay the fpirits of dif-
affe&tion obvious in moft parts of the union.

To afflume the office of censor is neither my duty nor
my wilh. Whether thefe meafures were, as Mr. A-
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dams has declared, the effeét of imperious neceflity;
whether they were the refult of ill-judged poligy, or
whether they {prang frorm an overbearing dispesition to
rule, is left with the candid world for decifion. Their
effe€ts damped the energy of the nation, preyed upon
the vitals of our republican government, and began to
aflimilate our policy to that of Britain. Whatever
were the real motives which induced to their adoption,
it is evident, that the United States were not prcpared
for their operation. The authors of thefe bold und
dangerous meafures were negleted and others called
to adminfter the government.

On the 4th of MarcH, 1801, a day memorable in
the civil annals of our country, citizen THoMAs JEF-
sErsoN was declared President of the United States!

The circumftances attending the elefltion, (and
which muft always refte& the higheft difgrace on his
oppofers, as he had been previoufly chofen President,
and Mr. Burr, ZVice-President, by a handfome ma-
jority of the eleCtors through the union,) the circum.
ftances, I fay, attending the final choice by Congrefs,
muft be known to all.—At his dignified approach, op-
pofition felt abafhed.

From that day, the fun of Republicanifm, which
had fo long been obfcuted by adverfe ftorms and fede-
ral magic, infufed heat and vigour into the great mafs
of Americans. while, at its cheering rays, thofe who
loved politica: darkness rather than light, became res:.
less, clamotous, and inveterately disaffected.

The meafures immediately confequent on his elec-
tion, were fuch as might rationally be ex})e&ed from
an independent chara€ter, an able ftatefman, and a
genuine friend to the beft interefts of his country. The
odious stamp and sedition acts were abolithed. The
land tax was no more impofed. The excise system,
which created more than 400 offices, which loaded with
sxactions our infant manufattories, and which opera-
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ted very uncqually among the feveral ftates, fubjed-
ing the fingle ftate of Maflachufetts to a greater tax,

than all thefe fouth of Maryland; this svﬂem 1 fay,,
fo peculiarly burthenfome to your own ftate, was a o
cxploded.  Our federal ]zz(’zczary was brought down

to that ﬁate fo wifeiy inftituted by Wafhingten. And
the fathers of our. adependence, with the real friends
of our libertics and conflitution, after a long, unjutt, and
thameful exclufion from office, were again. allewed the
common privileges.of c1t1"£n!h1p and even efteemed
elegible to offices of honor and truft!

T he mild and patriotic Maddison, the merntorlous
Dear born, the fagacious, and perfevermg Gallatin,
(swwho 24 years ago, indignantly left the oppreflors of
Europe for wn honorable refidence under the banners
of American liberty,) the a&ive, enterprizing, and li-,
terary Lincoln and Grarzger, formmg at once, a ﬁrm,
phalanx in the republican caufe, and a bright conftella<
tion of ftarefmen, were invefted with thole civil powers,
which their feveral capacities and merits fo juftly
claimed. .

Our Prefident in thefe 1mportant appomtments e-.
vinced his refpect for the New England ftates. Three
of the above charaers, were citizens of New Eng-
land.  Oua his acceflion to the prefidency, the pro-
feribed majority, (or in other words, the genuine re-
])HbllCdnb ) affumed their legitimate flations; and, pof-
icﬂmg claims, refulting from former fervices and in-
juries, were of courfe allowed a fhare in the honeurs,
profits, and adminiftration of our government. As va-.

cancies occurred, and as officers forfeited their trufts.
by wanton abufe ‘of our government, the queftions alk-
ed, refpeling the candidates, were, not solely, *“is he
Loneft?—is he capable?’” but care was alfo had to re-
ward the claims and fervices of opprefled, and infulted.
mierit; to procure men whofe principles and friendsbip,
to cur government, as well as their general bonesty and
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eapability rendered moft fuitable; and to hreak afuns
der that fyftem of partiality and ariftocracy, which had
been fo pernicious in its effets, and fo pregnant with
difaffe&ion in every department of our courntry.

His meafures have been congenial with the fituation,
circumftances and manners of our country. His po-
licy has been neither British nor Frenth, but Ameri.
can. But he has been guilty of these crimes ; he has
preferred the friends to the government and himfelf, to
the moft bitter cnemies of both } and he has fan&tioned
a fale of {fome flender fhips, when we were under no
neceflity for their ufe, and referved the proceeds for
or treafury, in preference to laying them up for de-
cay, rottenels and lofs!

Yet for this independent and dignified conduét, he
has been reviled by the common eneinies of - .inciple,
and political fimplicity, re®titude and economy. Idle
tales of his infidelity have been tefe-ied to, as the moft
formidable weapons, and moft ready deftrutien. The
mean and barefaced attempts of his adverfaries, have,
generally Ipeaking, recoiled with tenfold fury on theni-
felves. Truth and juftice muft prevail, and the daf-
tardly calumny, fo liberally diffufed, as it originated in
malice and envy, begins to loofe its efficacy, and will
finally find a tomb, ¢ when envy fleeps with him in
his grave.” Then an aflifted country will mourn the
lofs of a charalter fecond to none but Wathington, and
will fhrink from his flanderers, as from the moft
poifonous of reptiles. Then, at leaf, the unfeeling
detrater wiil be able te wound no more his generous *»
and patriotic breatft. )

At prefent, who can be fo deaf to charity, and fo
obftinate in error, as tc believe our Prefident unfriend-
ly to the Religion of his country? After having {pent
his life, (a life pure and illuftrious, diftinguilhed for
morality, benevolence, and every generous, noble, and

Chriftian virtue), in the fervice of his beloved country!
B
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After having faid in his firt addrefs from the Prefi- -
dential Chair, that we werc ¢ enlightened by a 6emgn
Religion, profefled indeed, and praéticed, in various
forms, yet all of them mculcatlng honefty, truth, tem-
perance, gratitude, and the love of man, acknoW]edg-
ing ahd adoring an over-ruling Providence, which by
all its dlfpenfatlons proves that it delights in the hap-
pinefs of man here, and his greater happinefs bereaf
ter?” And, after having expreffed his decided difap-
probation of the PUbllCc tion of Paine’s third part of the
Age of Reasorn:?* Who, I repeat, can yet apprehend
him heftile to the pure precepts of Chriftianity? Since
his exaltation, has religion been difcountenanced? Has
it drooped? Hasit decreafed? Has it been demolifhed?
No one can doubt the purity of his mind, the religion
of his bear{, or the benevolent and accommodating dif-
pofition ofl..s foul. He is an advocate for religious as
well as ¢ivi! freedom, the love of which brought our
forefathers to America. He detefts rehglous ccercion,
but cheriflhes with liberal zeal, and pecuniary donati-
ons,t both the lizerary and relzgzous mihtutlons of his -
ntry

How honorable foz himfelf, was that thﬁ‘idence and

andour, cxprefled in his inaugural {peech: —

¢« { fhall often go wrong through defc€t of judgment;
when right, I fhall often be though wrong by tiofe,
whoic poﬁtmms will not command a view of the whole

ground.”
And how generous, plOl‘ls and ardently patuotnc
i-

his ciofe 1 —

« Relying then on the patronage of your good will,

7 arm credibly : f'farm:a that Mr. Feflerson, with the several
s g f\pmrmt iats, have uniformly of posed the publication of
thlc deestial freatise.

18 s wnaccornt of Ais advancing §0 dcllars, for the support
ef rrst cs conone the Tudians ; and a liberal donation to &
newdv ;'v uled Academy.
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{ advance with obedience to the work, ready to retire
from it, whenever you become fenfible how much bet.
ter choices it is in your powe'r to make. And may
that infinite Power, wbich rules the destinics ofz/"‘
univcrse lead our counuls to what is beft, and give
them a favorable iffuc for your pesice and profperity.”
Afk for teftimonials of his merit?—We prefent you
not with a difplay of regal pomp, or the empty magni-
ficence of lordiy anceftry; but we exhibit our Fefferson
as the glorious compatriot with W aﬂnngton ; as the
{cholar, ftatefinan, and philofopher!
Notwithftanding 2ll tn‘-!c favorable traits in the cha
ralters and a&nona of our rulers, vetevery day’s expe-
rience, 1s evincive of the maligaity of parzy spiric.
Notwnthﬁandmg the mildnefs and wildom of our Chief
Magiftrate, with the unaiimity and energy of our pre-
fent Congrefs have exalted our national charaéter to a
dignified refpeélability among the nations of the earth;
yet, we find fome fo bitter and hoftile, as to mxfrepre-
fent his every a&, to fpread abrcad the moft impious
and nefarious ﬂander and to ftoop to ‘any means how-
ever bafe* and criminal, to alienate the confidence of

* Among other pitiful attempts to injure Mr. Fefferfon as Pre-
Sident, within the campa/s of my knowledge. is u late review of
¢ Fayette in Prifon,” by a [uppofed legziﬂuaem noww tn Boflon,
the fame man, wha laft year, with Falitafi’s impudence, [poke of
the farmer, as a charafler loaded with gencral abiorence.  Af-
ter venting his malice wamﬂ the aythor oj Favetze, and flating
a number of foolifh and falfe cir rum/7ance¢ bc/ecmcn’ to looje_/z'r}.'t
of his mam_/.vb_;eﬂ and falls upon M. T Fefferfon svith grea: Jury,
Jor having written, (as he faid) a conrplimentary letter 5.0 au-
thor of t/zatpzece Now, fiould 1t prove true, that "fz Feffer-
Jon did aflually write to a young man offuzr reﬂz..a'wn, would
this derogate from his charalter sr hiz dignity 2. Sa far jioom i,
that we have reafon to rejoice in the poffeffion af a Prefident, wlz
on being -~alted, does not forget that he is man; does st lo:fe a
condefcenfion ; does not proudly trample upon and deipife s ;‘; .

low citizens, but looks with iumanity and complacency s £ /1(./
Jells, however humble their flation; confoles and inpivié, . (iom,
and becomes in reality, the FATHER OF H!S PEOPLE.

i
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his fellow citizens. T'bey bave filed him pusiliani.
mous for his wifdom and averfion to temerity and war.
They have accufed him of facrificing the bonor of bis
country, becaule he preferred the mild and prudent
mealures of Washington to the more bold and hazard-
ous councils of Hamilton and Ress. They would re-
prefent him as criminal, becaufe our reprefentatives
have placed at his controul, rwe millions of dollars, du-
ring the recefs of Congrefs !

The profpett of a Spanith war, and a eonfequent
difaffection towards our prefent adminiftration, feemed
awhile to be the idol of Mr. Jefferfon’s oppofers. But
his capacious foul led him to efcape the danger, to ref-
peét the laws of natioms, and to effeét a bloodlefs ac-
commodation, as much to the fatisfaClion of the coun-.
try, as if it had been done by the expenfe of armies,
by the flaughter of thoufands, or by plunging us into
a long and dangerous war with France and Spain!
Yes, the happy conclufion of this interefting bufinefs,
the altual cefion of all Lauifiana with the privileges
annexed, tathe United States, through the gentle chan-
“nel of negociation, in its twofold operation, at once
effe€ling the command of the Miflifippi and a territory
of country, neafly as large as all the United States;
and a full and honorable indemnification to our mer-
chants who fuffered by French fpoliations, muft ever
remain a monument of the fagacity and wifdom of our
government, and filence the {flanderers of our Prefident.

In {peaking of the recent meafures of our govern-
ment, I am led to a fenfe of gratitude to heaven, for
the triumph of principle and prudence; and that the
angel of peace ftill watches over our land. The falu-
tary. meafures of our republican brethern, have, a fe-
cond time, refcued us from carnage and war. The
wifdom and juftice of thefe meafures, will, however,
be fcarcely allowed by their vidlent oppofers. Agfris-
wold and a Ross will call them pusillgnimous ; and a
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Morris will plead the benefits of war. Yet, with de-
ference to their fuperior difcernment, I would urge the
neceflity of avoiding every occafion of war, where it
can be effeéted with any degree of honor, or any rea-
fonable {acrifice. With what folemn ecarneftnefs has
our Wafhington warned us te avoid the wiles and wars
of Europe? His prophetic foul, his knowledge of man.-
kind and the human heart, led him to prediét the many
efforts of the inconfiderate and ambitious, to bring us
into war; and he adwaonifhed us to refift them.

Great and good man! Thy country fhall long revere
thy name, and thy friends adhere to thy precepts!

The annals of medern Europe, and the hiftory of
ages are fraught with awful and inftruétive leflons on
the fubje&t of war. Where its infuriated fpirit pre-
vails, Liberty is prone to droop, induftry, which a-
lone can exalt a nation, is negleed as menial and
infignificant, and ferocity of manners inculcated. One
conteft fows the feeds of a fecond, a fecond ofa third,
and fo ad infinitum. 'Thus the punic warsfucceeded

" each other, and thus the wars in Europe. Scarce e-

ver do nations clofe a confli& without dedradation on
the one part and elation on the other : and reftlefinefs,
ambition or defpair are the invariable confequences.
Before we plunge ourselves into war, we ought to re-
fle€t on its miferics and horrors. Have we forgot the
Britifh war ! Have we forgot the New-London maffa-
cre ; the ftill more favage cruelties infliéted on our
prifoners at New-York, or the untimely fall of our be-
loved Warren and his comrades at Bunker’s hill?
And we may repair to the mouldering tomb/of Alex-
ander, Asdrubal, and Hannibal, and learn as we weep
over the afhes of thofe viiims of war, the complica-
ted miferies incident to ambition and a thirft for dom-
ination, apd martial gloryemproudly elevated in the
car of Fl%, they difpifed every thing but conqueft
and danger, Returning from our imaginary ‘and af-
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fe€ting excurfion, we may rejoice in having a band of
legiflators, who prefer the mild and humane mea-
fures of a Cincinatus and a Washingten, to the mad
impulfes of paffion, the deftruétive diftates of revenge !
But fhall we facrifice the honor and rcal independ-
ence of our country to preferve peace ? No—Our
prefervation from war will procure us the dignified re-
ipe€t of the world; will keep us aloof from its perils;
cnable us to ‘“ mature our yet recent inftitutions’’#
and to confolidate our growing and indigefted {’(rength
Our prefervation from war, is our prefervation from in-
jury and diftrefs, and, perhaps, flavery and deftruétion.
Once engage rafhly in the quarrels of Europe, once
¢¢ pafs the Rubxcon,” and our national interefts and
deftiny will be linked with theirs. Should every en.
deavor for reconciliation fail, and our ‘fincere exertions
for peace be finally fruftratcd then ‘and not till then,
ought the bold language of war to ‘be heard in our
councils—Then and not till then, ought the fword to
leap from its fcabbard, and the American people to
buckle on their armor, rally round the ftandard of.
their infulted country in martxal array, and fwcar to
*“ Conquer or die.”” ’
In our prefcrvat:on from war, refts in a great mea-
fure, the fecurity of our prefent free and republican
government. The rough, inclement atmofphere of
war, is pernicious to the fweet foliage of liberty. A-
mid the diftrefles and convulfions of war, the beft go-
vernments often degenerate, the rights of the citizen
are abforbed and loft! In the * hot bed of public ca.-
lamity’’ the daring ufurper is too often bred !—Thefe
are fome of the evils of war, yet alas! they are about
to be realized again in Europe. War has been de-
clared by England, and the world muft again be
drenched inblood ! We truft, however in the hope of
exemption—we truft that our diftance from Europe

* Waflington’s Legacy.
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will infure our neutrality. VYat, bold indeed are the
interefted fomenters of war. Among the veteran op-
pofers of our country’s tranquillity, ftands Mr. Hami!-
ton of New-York. Ambitious and infolent, too fan-
guine for confiftency, too haughty for fubmiﬁion, and
too virulent for popularity with any party.—The fe-
cret calumniator of Wafhington, the open and furril-
ous abufer of Adams, and the fhamelefs enemy of Jef-
ferfon. Liften to the following {pecimen of his raa-
cor and chargrine; part of his addrefs to a federal cau-
cus, held laft fpring in New-York : juft before a fweep- /
mg froft blafted thofe full blown pepres, which in his /u/
opinion, promifed a copious and fuperabundant har-
veft of federalifm. . ¢ drouse yourselves, Jellow citi-
zens, and destroy the monster, engendered in that bot
bed of democracy, Virginia ; we cannot fail of suc-
cess, at the present election, and the triumph which
is, whether our grasp will form the first link of a
chain that will encircle the Union, and compel the pu-
sillanimous statesman to retire fram the belm of a go-
vernmesnt, the weight of which he is incompetent to
sustain.

Aad behold, it was referved for this wonderful man,
to difcover the pufillanimity, ard incompetency of our
Prefident! In his pure eyes, both /#ashington and A-
dams were unfit for the ofice. Where, O ill-fated
America, will you produce a ' man acceptablc !

Fellow Citizens, if you crave this man’s approbation,
‘¢ let loofe the dogs of war !’ Proftrate your civi/ be-
fore the military authority, and place him above your
laws. Lay afide your proud feelings of lLberty, and
fubmit to his controul. Give him the fhining brease
plate, the splendid car and that uncontroulable power,
for which he fighs fo ardently ; this done, and Ha-
Mi1LToN will be fatisfied. This done, and he ¢ cannet
Jail of the triumph, which is, whether n1s crasP will
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Jorm the first link in that chain, that will B1nDd and
encircle the Union I |

O fhade of Wathington! the man whofe abilities
you always courted, and flattered, but whofe real
charalter you always difapproved, is among the firft
to cenfure your laft and folemn advice. He zealoufly
inculcates ‘‘invidious diftintions.”” He reproaches
thy native flatc for her influence and republican vir-
tues. But, we truft, O fainted patriot! Thou citizen
of the Celeflial Courts ! in thy friends and followers, to
find am imjregnable bulwark againft oppreflion: to
find the firm fupporters of that liberty, for which you
fought and fuffered. ‘{In our Jefferson we almoft rea-
lize afecond Washington !’ ln thee, departed guar-
dian of American freedom,we found a champion to de-
fend us from foreign infult and tyranny. In him we
find a fagacious and patriotic . counfellor, to fhield us
from the intrigues of domeftic adverfaries, and the
‘¢ grasps’’ of alpiring ambition !

. The happy iffue of our difficulties at New-Orleans;
the flattering and unexpefled profpe€t of complete in-
demnification for French {poliations, the unanimity and
firmnefs of our prefent adminiftration, the happy ftate
of our finances; all afford the moft agreeable prefages,
and leave us at eafe and fecurity, to refleét on the pro-
bable fate and durability of our free and admirable go-
vernment. And no fooner is the fubjett introduced,
than this momentous queftion ominoufly interefting,
prefents itfelf for folution :—How is it possible for a
Jree and elective gevernment like ours, to buoy up a-
gainst the countless obstacles which must inevitable
beser it? Against obtruding anarchy, encroaching
aristocracy, the efforts of the ambitious, the influence
of our schools, the influence of the clergy, and the sys-
tematic ofposers of the rights of man? |

I anfwer, that thofe idle fears excited by a fuperficial
knowledge of hiftory, and inculcated in fome of our
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feminaries, rélative to republics, muft vanifh with the

profperity of ours, and with the progrefs of real {cience.
How long did Rome flourith as a republic? Longer
than under any one: defpotic. government. - How long
has 3t. Marino, and other European republics exifted?
—Almoft beyond the memory of man, A4//defcriptions
of governments.are fubject to revolutions and deftruc-
tion; why then afcribe them folely to republics: Where
now is the, French monarchy? 'I'rue, the nation bows
to the moft daring ufurper, but her Lewis, and her re-
gular monarchy have been overthrown.~—A4// kinds.of
governments are fubjeét to.decay; but fhall we relin-
quifh the beft on earth, {upported and guarranteed by
the good fenfe, virtuous: habit,. and improved under-
ftanding of a gallant and enhghtencd community, from

puﬁllanimous apprehenfion of its furure downfall
Forbld i. Americans,—Forbid it Heaven!

1 anfwer, our fchools will generally be regulated. by
the prevalent {entiments of the country and, the cler-
gy, whofe influence is formidable in moft governments,
already begin to demean themfelves with that modera-
tion and candor, peculiar to the generality of Ameri-
can clergymen. The number of thofe, whofe falfe zeal
and deep rooted, prejudlces render odxﬁs to all, fave
political maniacs is fmall and hourly decfeafing.. The
deluding plans, formerly fo fuccefsful, have loft their
efficacy, and we how hear the refpe&able parfon ex-
claim—*¢ Why fo much flander againft Jefferfon? Are
onr rights infringed, or our liberties curtailed? Is our
treafure expended in vain and extravagant meafures,
or lavifhed on a fet of ufelefs officers? Or, is there not,
on the contrary, a fyitem of economy and prudeme ob-
vious in every department of our government! And,
although' Mr. Paine has come to America, by Mr.
Jefterfon’s - permission, rather than m‘vztatzan, yet. do
not the former fervices of Paine, and his unform fup

port of the civil rights of mankind, rather diminith the
C
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odium incurred by his infidel labours? And does not
this confideration, together with the certainty, (fully
recogaized by Mr. Jefferfon,) that Chriftianity is built
upon a rock, not to be fhaken by a thoufand Paines;
and with the high fenfe we entertain of refigious as well
as civil freedom, form a fufficient reafon for hat per-
miflion, which in fa&t, could not have been denied:
And the civil manner in which it was granted, muft im.-
pofe a ftrong and lafting obligation on Mr. Paine, not
to abuse the goadness and justice of this country.”

We yet have a Fefferson, the diteiple of Washington,
the uidleviating advocate of civil and religious fren-
dom, whofe benign influence ¢¢ encircles the union;”
and will not only give ftability to the eaufe at preient,
but will defcend with his labours and our defcendanis;
and, with the admonitory Legacy of Wafhingion,
mould the manners of fucceeding generations.

-We yet have a Maddisorn, an ornament of human
nature, and a rm pillar in the temple of freedom. |

We yet have a Gerry, whofe facrifice of private feel-
ing for the public good; and whofe perfeverence and
injuence at the court of France averted! the raging bil-
lows of war which threatened to defelate our coafts.

We yet have a- Lincoln, a Granger, a Dearborn, a
Bradley, and other brilliant luminaries to adorn the
northern ftates of our union. .

We yet have a bright youthful conftellation, juft en-
tering on the theatre of publiclife, whofe felutary influ-
cnce, while jt prote€ts the rights, will meet the thank-
fulnefs of the rifing generation.

And I anfwer, we yet have a fupport, more glorious
and durable than names, or the influence of individuals,
in the manners and difpofitions of the American people
at large. 'They were early taught the vaiue of liberty.
They were early inflruéted in the love, nzture and prin-
ciples of a free government. ‘They are acquainted,
experimentally with no other. 'They are under every
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inducement to admire, cherifh and fupport it, It was
cltabiifhed undes the aufpices of their beloved Wafh-
ington. It was fealed with the Dbeft blood of their fa-
thers! ''heir education, their occupations, their in-
dependent and manly feelings, colle&ively form, an
impenetrable barrier againft the affaults of injuftice.
May they never {lumber uader oppreflion, nor fall a-
ficep by tiie delufive lullaby of a tyrant!

With the confolatory ?mp*:eﬂ"ions, created by the
foregoing refle€tions, we u: : led to hope for the fpeedy
fuppreflion of every fentlment adverfe to ratonal liber-
tv, and the genuine rights of man. We arg induced ta
hope the period near, when to have been friends of
Washington, fefferson, Franklin, oyr revolutian and
cepublican government, will be held honorable in all
circles; when our heft and worthieft citizens, will no
more be branded with indifcriminate reproach; when
by exercifing our ineftimable privileges at our annual
cleltions, with manly independence, we thall incur no
more the harth epithets of diserganigers and rraitors,
When men will be re{peted for their fervices and me.
rit, not {olely for their wealth. When the fleady advo-
cates of our rights, will be preferred to more dubious
charasters, though encircled by flatterers, by treafures,
and mufhroom honors, the progeny of thofe treafures.
When an ardent love of country, fhall prevade the u.
nion. When meafures, and not men, fhall be the mot-
to. When fongs of joy, peace, and unanimity fhall be
heard to accord on the sowibern, and on the nortbern
rmaountains. When induitry, fobriety, and love of or-
der, fhall increafe with the extention of cur country.
Aad when our government, the nobleft model of legif-
lative wi{dorg, fhall be admired by all, even its prefent
revilers.

Yet, with all thefe commanding advantages, and flat-
tering hopes, uN1oN among ourfelves, republican bre-
thren, is the only fure anchor of our fafety. As wg
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havc embarked in a glerious caufe, no lefs than the
prefervation and fupport of the deareft rights ofa great
)‘and rifing republic, let no'mutinies be feen, let no ads
verfe florms affright, or avert onr courfe; but let us,
Hke men, fulfil our duty to God and our country. Ac.
tive and adroit will be our adverfaries. Their zeal
and ingenuity w il devife new and formidable means
for exciting divifions and disaffe@tion. We ought nei-
ther to flumber nor {leep till our caufe is completely
guarded. DPrefles independently conduéted and ably
tupported, ought to be eftablifhed, and the mifrepre-
fentations of pfeudo federalifm thoroughly expofed.
. Could I raife my feeble voice, {o as to be heard by all
America,' T would exelaim-——One grand objet feems
to be the ostensible, and ought to be the real defire of
all parties. Ior the attainment and prefervation of this
objeét, the happinefs and profperity of our country,
we muft govern ourfelves by the jufteft rules, of friend.-
# fhip, magnanimity, and wifdom. ‘Make mutual facri-
fices of feeling and intereft, when neceflary. Prefer
the welfare of the country, to that of individuals. - As
all free governments open avenues for promotion and
office, we ought to be emulous for the confidence and
refpe& of our fellow citizens, but never to place our
hearts fo much on the mere emoluments of ofhce, as on
the honorable difcharge of dutzy.. And, as all connot
be officers’ot rulers, we ought to poflefs the {fame hum-
ble and accommodating difpofition of  our Prefident,
who declares himfelf *“ready to reiire, whenever the
people become sensible how much better choices it is in
their power -to* make.”>” Yes, friends and brethren,
union and friendship muft be our warch-words. We
muft guard againft every fymptom of divifion. Let the
well known fate of the divided houfe, be held forth as
a fovereign cavear. For myfelf, 1 dcclare, my admi.-
ration of our ineftimable conftitution and government;
. my ardent wifh for their prefervation ; and that fo far
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as my humble powers can have any influence, fo far
they fhall be dedicated to the fervice of liberty, my
country, and its government. * And, may that Almighty
Being, who prefides over the defliny of nations, and
has hitherto made our caufe and welfare his peculiar
charge, command his choiceft blefiings to defcend on
our land! May he render our government and profpe-
rity commenfurate with the duration of nature. For
the glory of America, may it long be the cafe, that her
own fons and the citizens of the world, as they approach
her fhores: fhall exultingly exclaim—There is the
land of plenty and bappiness! There is the asylum of
Liberty! LT e " -
Permit me, on this occafion, fellow citizens, to draw
a faint defcription of that ref{pe&tability, and ¢minence
of charatter, that national prowefs and glory, confe-
quent on the general prevalence of virtuous, moral,
and patriotic fentimdnts; and of’thofe fcenes of glory,
which are opening to our viey. * Scenes, the very idea
of which, carfy our imaginations captive, and caufe
thefe more limited {peculatinns, which fometimes pleafe
and fometime€s terrify, to evacuatc our minds'
We poffels, féllow citizens, as many local advan-
tages as any people on earth.  Our entenfive territory,
laced in" a variety of favored climates, wathed by the
vaft atlantic for "a thoufand miles; affording capacious
ports and bays; the moft eligible fites for trade, and
fertile fhores for cultivation; happily interfperfed with
. large and-beautiful rivers, lakes and canals. Here rolls
the beautiful meandering Conne&icut. There the
navigable Hudfon. Still farther fouthward, flows the
Delaware, the Sufquehanna, Potomac, and Jathes. On
our weftern borders are feen, with rich extenfive in.
tervals of foil, the far-famed Ohio and Miflifippi, with
a chain of lakes, the wonder of the world. The fol.
lowing lines by Mr. Dwight, an American poet, very
beautifully defcribe fome of our natural advantages:—

- a»N
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0 Jy eack blels’d clime, to crown induflrious toil,

b See every product. fpring from every foil,

v Jere the fur whitens in the frozen fhade,

w Here flscks unnumber’d crowd the pafiur’d glade,
w Herve threatening famine double harvefls fcorn,

vi Fuvop:'s rich grains, and India’s ufeful corn,

W Firgimia's fragrant pride huge flects convey,

v dnd felds of rice float cumbrous o’er the fea,

s [While all its wealih, the world of wazers yields,

s Aud treafures fill the fultervanean fields.

s¢ Fhefe goods to waft where’er expands the wind
ss Ty blefs and to fuflain the human kind,

« Se¢, firetch’d immenfe from Cancer to the pole,

\\ On etther fide contending oceans roll;

s« Qer this all BEurope wings her haughty fails ;

so er that, all India wafts on [picy gales;
s¢ fVhile bays and fircams, and lakes ‘ier realms explor®,
¢ And land each product at each happy door.”

Befides thefe local or natural, we enjoy
the moft enviable civi/ and personal bleflings.—The
beft conftitution on earth—a free, eleétive, republican

pvernment, adminiftered with wifdom and economy—.
with a code of laws, being an improvement on all pre-
eeding fyftems of jurifprudence. Here no haughty
defpot may legally lord it over his fellows; no lawlefs
foldiery break in upon the domeftic happinefs & trample
upen the deareft rights of families, nor horrid inquifi-
tion, by dint of miftery and fuperftition, contraét an¢
debafc the mind !

Our perfonal advantages confift inan ative, enter

izing, generous, independent race of freemen.—
g@ld and magnanimous in war, induftrious and civil
in peace, fRlatesmen and foldiers, aged and experien-
ced for counci/, young and robuft for action,a brave
and well difciplined militia, at all times ready and a-
ble to defend our liberties and independence, a beau-
tiful and virtuous fiterhood of fair country women, in
all refpefts ‘worthy of their exalted ftation, the friends
and companions of the chofen fans of liberty, with a
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rifing progeny of promifing youth, the hop¢ and eon.
folation of our country. Thefe are our bleflings—
butlaunch into futurity, and all is enchantment=the
fame natural, civil and perfonal bleflings extendeed om
an almoft infinitely larger fcale ! FTrom the frigld re.
gions of Labrador to the Mexican Gulf—[rom the ad-
jacent Atlantic to the vaft Pacific, behold the pregrefs
of civilization and improvement ! Behold a nation
whofe numbers are as the sand, caufing the forefts to
bow and the wilds ¢ to bloflom as the rofe |"' See
cities rife on the banks of the Miflifippi, and fhips in-
numerable ride on its waters! Hear leffons of philo.
fophy, piety and wifdom, fupercede the favage hows
lings of the wildernefs! where now the Indian vecife.
rates his uncouch war song, and beafts of prey howl to
the midnight ftars, there clegance and refinement fhall
reign, manufatures and commerce flourifh, and elvil
order and freedom prevail ! As our imaginations ad-
vance into thefe future fcenes, we behald oriental
fplendor and the grandeur of Europe, fade before the
folid glory of the weftern world. We behsld the
name and charafter of America known and refpeéted
in every region under heaven, ahd our dignified flag
fecurely and proudly wave on every fea, the admira-
tion of nations : and amidft all this fplendor and mag-
nificence of national charaer, we behold otir confli-
tution and government, fland like a pillar of brafs, pt
once proving the prafticability of republican prinel-
ples, and ferving as a nonument of Americatn glory
and independence, and we feem to hear, reverberating
back from futurity, the ravifhing fhouts of jnnumera-
ble freemen on this anniversary which fhall neves be
forgotten, but remain an annual and everlasting FES.
TIVAL, incommemoration of LIBERTY, and the
ESTABLISHMENT of the RIGHTS OF MAN !
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NOTE.

Here it may not be i 1mproper to ﬁate, that a report
circulated with avidity lafl Spring, by the pure, chari-
table, and difeerning | federalifts of Hampfhire county,
purporting, that Samue] Elliot had been hired to ride
through faid county,.for ele&mneermg purpofes,_juft
before the anpual April Meeting, isa {candalous falfe-
hood. . Tothofe who are.fo expert in tranflating a
Journey, undertaken for the three-fold purpofe of ef-
fefing a fettlement (in.the capacity of adminiftrator)
with the credltors of Mr. Amos Fofter’s eftate—of
tranfadting bufinefs between Mr. Afa Nichols, mer-
chant of Cambridge, and Mr. Babcock, merchant of
Leyden—and of fettling fome arranguments with a
brother at Brattleboro’, Vermont, (who had refigned
a diftributing Poft Oﬂice in his f'tvor, and had exprefs-
Iy requefted his prefence,) into a paltry eletioneering

adventure, with a number of g¢zributed mifcarriages,
he tenders his fincere contempt.

ERRATA

. Ty the fccond pagc in the name of one of the committee, for
‘ﬁ‘ read Ferre. :
. Inthe 4ih page, 20th line from th° top, for z[lummatzons read
a*z md‘:on
kn sot page,- 12th line from the hottom for though read thought.
Tn the !36’! page, 2d line from the bottom, for France read Fame.
2‘ tive 4gh page, 1zthline from the top, for popies read hopes.
me pEe, 26th line from ditto, for where read when.



