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ORATION.

| m:ww CITIZENS,“

NOTHING, in modcrn times, has

,,been morc intercfting to the world, than the civil

and politiczl hiftory of our country. In the retro-
fpeftive view of lefs than two centuries, we may fee
the fettlemei.: and ¢ivilization ofgAmerica, like the
little cloud in fcripture, rifing an preadmg over the
dreary foreft of the weftern hemifphere, till the whole

" exhibd¥s one vaft fcene of recent improvement, dif-

playing at once the unexampled induftry of man,

'and the moft liberal bleflings of his Maker.

The pious zeal, fteady fortitude, hardy enterprize,
unconquerable valor, inviolate patriotifm, and ma-
ture w1fdom, which in private life and on public
emergencies have fhown confpicuous in our forefa-
thers, and the’ yet furviving fage" of our country,

“awaken in our breafts a veneration for all thofe no-

ble qualities in man, which have a juft claim to our
pride ; while the fuccefs of their efforts ought to fili
our hearts with gratitude to the Ruler of nations,
on whom they acknowledged their dependence, and
to whom they never looked in vain for aid.
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Having paffed the Jordan, that rolled between us
and our hopes, driven out the heathen from before
us, gained pofleflion of the land of promife, and a
rank among the nations of the earth ; let us paufe.—

There is a period, in the economy of Providence,
when nations pafs their minority, and the immediate
and more obviousinterference of their common guar-
dian feems to ceafe. After which they remain fta.
tionary, on the bafis of habitual virtue ; acquire new
glory by uncommon achievements ; retrogade by
by the gradual introduétion of vice, or rufh to ruin
by the precipitance of their folly. To which of
thefe courfes we are tending at prefent, and what
may be our future deftiny, are matters of ferious
‘enquiry to every American.

It has been cuftomary on this anniverfary to re-
capltulate the achievements of our countrymen, and
paint in glowing colors the profperity of the nation,
Were my talents equal to my withes, I would render
both immortal. In the theme of eulogy, familiar to
your ears on this occafion, I feel, and rejoice to
{ee in others, that pleafure, which is animated by our
country’s happinefs, and that pride, which partici-
pates in her honor.

But let us not, like the young heir, in poffeflion
of an ample patrimony, miftake our good fortune for
our merit, and become vain, becaufe our fathers had
reafon to be proud. In the enjoyment of what they
have bequeathed to us, let us not forget that we
have fomething to tranfmit to pofterity.

Our republic, fince our remembrance, was 2
youth, fpurning eafe ; mufcular and fpare, from the
effect of rugged toils ; generous to friends ; difdain-
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]
ing to yield to a foe, till honor approved the terms ;
and full of that exalted fpirit of ambition, which
looks beyond prefent enjoyment, to immortal fame.
This youth is now prefented to our view, corpulent
to an excefs, that befpeaks a fatal dropfy ; courting
floth from principle, but impelled to adtivity by pafs -
fion ; wallowing in private luxury, but niggardly in
public expenfes ; miftaking apathy for wif{dom, and
the foul of the mifer, for the genius of economy, he
calculates on friends and foes through the medium
of the treafury ; and, toincreafe the plagues of a fic-
kle, degenerate mind, feems doomed to fee his own
houfehold in implacable war with himfelf and each
other. ' | | |

If the contraft I have reprefented be not fubftan-
tially true, mark me as the enemy of America, and
worthy the reproach of rational man wherever he
is found. For treacherous muft be that friendthip,
which can exaggerate the faults of a friend. If the
pi¢ture be juftly drawn, and eulogy {till have charms,
let the voice of the charmer ceafe.

But hark! The profperity of our country, the fta-
bility of its government, the virtues and wif{dom of
its rulers and ruled, are now echoed by a thoufand
tongues from every part of the Union. Were this
all, T would not mar the hilarity of the day, though
carried to difguft. It is not the flippant tongue of
the parifite that gives the greateft pain to the heart,
or moft confounds the underftanding, in the jargon
of our political Babel.

The fame tongue which forgets its homage to the
law, that thould be fhown in decent refpeét to the
firft magiftrate of the land, difgraces independence
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by obfequious adulation of the man, and filches from
thofc, whom it berates with bittereft invedtive, the
{urreptitious laurels, with which it over burdens the
head of its favorite. If we give credit to one clafs,
who profefs'to echo the voice of the public, and to
be the more immediate organ of the government,
we muft afcribe to the prefent adminiftration all our
political, and almoft all our focial bleflings. Noth-
ing to the paft, but evil defigns and correfponding
ad&tions ; little to Divine Providence, except the
change it has fuffered in our rulers; much to our-
{elves, if inftrumental in that change. If otherwife,
and we do not echo the praifes which difguit, and
the abufe which fhames the heart ; then if we feel
ot the fting of the afp, it is not that the fpeaker
needs its poifon ; but becaufe he out does all credu-
lity in praife, and in calumny lofes the power of
wounding, from the frequency of the attempt. |

If we liften to the eulogifts of the paft adminiftra-
ation, do we not hear much that it would be treach-
ery to approve ? Their bold, rancorous, and unqual-
ified abufe of our rulers, independent as it may ap-
pear, is a {hameful comment on their former text of
refpeétful obedience to the magiftrates of our choice.
It is not merely an attack on men. In the fpirit of
our elective government, it is hoftility againft the
conftitution. By magnifying an error to a crime,
reprefenting a wife meafure, as abfurd, and a doubt-
ful one, a3 ruinous, it lofes all that eflect, which
candid difcuflion and manly rebuke will always have
on an adminiftration, prone to err. What is {iill
worlc, it irritates and provokes that devouring de.
mon of party {pirit, whofe malign influence has al.
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ready poifoned our civil virtues, and blafted the fair.
eft blofloms of our national honor.

Ifit be faid that I have mifreprefented thefe clafh-
ing interelts, and this common perverfion of princi-
ple; Iappeal to the annual addrefles of the fourth of
July; the day on which we too eften provoke the
indignant {pirit of independence, by the abfurd fac-
rifices, we make at its altar. Point out to me thofc
addrefles which have been feconded by the loudeft
plaudits, and gained the moft celebrity in our coun-
try, and I will thow, in the authors, men who dared
not to be independent. 'Who were the obfequious
mouth of a party, which applauded, becaufe they
were the pliant panders of its bafer paflions.

I will appeal to our myriads of new{papers, which
are the beft criterion of the feelings and views of
our political parties, as well as the morals of our
citizens, and the character of our nation. What
conclufion can an American or foreigner draw from
thefe? That we arc an enlightened people? Does he
fee the perennial blaze, cherithed in the pure princi-
ples and enlarged mind of the patriot, and fanned by
the genius of liberty? Is not the fume of paflion
more confpicuous than the light of the underftand-
ing ; and the heat of collifion more obvious than ci-
ther —That we are united? Let the advocate for
conciliation tune, even the harp of Orpheus; the
trees may bow, the rocks liften, and the hills
echo the found ; but Syfiphus continues to roll his
{ftone ; Ixion,toturn his wheel ; Cerbeus, to bark;
and all the demons of faction double their diligence
to drown the voice of harmony. Let afpiring gen.
ius, in the language of indignant truth, flain ctheri ]
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fire from the clouds, that cover our hemifphere ; the
blaze is loft in darknefs, and the bolts forgotten, when
they cedfe to be felt.

To complete the defcription, and fhew the extent
of our political malady, let us attend to what tranfs
pires within the immediate obfervation of all claffes.
Where is the city, town or village, whofe municipal
concerns and enjoyments have not been haunted,
and occafionally to diftraétion, with this fiend of par-
ty contention? Wherever it be, it forms a happy
exception to our general deftiny. Neighbors, mutu.
ally indulgent to each other’s errors, and liberal in
diverfity of fentiment, have facrificed the tranquil
pleafures of domeftic peace, for the frantic zeal of
the mock patriot. A contention for men, of whom
they had no knowledge, for meafures beyond their
comprehenfion, or names in themfelves infignificant,
has led them to a neglect of plain and pofitive duties.
The feelings of the former friend have been confult-
ed, only to irritate him with more fuccefs. Every
breach of good manners has {welled the items of po-
litical confequence ; and the outlawry of Chriftian
charity, infured the promotion of the mifguided
zealot. The evil has extended ftill further, and the
parent has taught, the parroted infant to lifp its cur{-
es on their political opponents. Implacable in-
deed muft be this angry deity! If not appeafed al-
ready by the facrifice of our fathers and our breth-
ren, let not our children pafs through the fire to af-
{fuage his hellifh wrath !

'This town has {feen and felt a portion of the evils
[ have defcribed. But yet the times are profperous,
and demand our gratulation, Yes—the produce of




9

- our farms commands a high price; tradeis brifk; and
what was once luxury,has now become ordinary fare.
The contraft between the prefent and the days of our
ftruggle for Independence are ftriking jndeed. Then
our means were fmall, but our minds were great.
The peafant poflefled but little; but that little. to-
gether with his fervices and his life, were devoted
to his country. Thofe times made men ; the prefent
breed mifers. For my own part I thudder at the
confequence of that profperity, which makes us rich
in private property, and poor in public fpirit. In
the latter, which conftitutes the ftrength and glory

of a nation, we may fafely declare that America was
richer, during the revolutionary war, than fhe is at

the prefent time.

Rome advanced to greatnefs, by public munifi-
cence, and private economy. Her full treafury was
not her ftrength ; but it was both the caufe and evi-
dence of it—the public fpirit of her citizens.

We attempt to reverfe the maxim of the once
miftres of the world; and till the laws of nature
are reverfed, fhall find the full tide of uniuccefsful
experiment carrying us the downward courfe of de-
gradation,from a nation of patriots, to a nation of mi-
fers and demagogues. * Where a man’s treafure is,
there will his heart be alfo,” is as true in politics, as
in divinity. If in his country’s treafury, it makes
even the mifer a patriot from intereft. If in her
welfare and glory, it enlarges his views, and enlifts
his very pride and vanity under the ftandard of
patriotifm.

Afk our countrymen, what intereft they have in
their country, and wherefore they venerate her ¢

B
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The latter part of the query is unintelligible to moft.
Slie ‘has loft her hold .on the better feelings of the
heart. ‘Néw. and then, an old veteran, who has
fhared in her exploits in arms, will exult, for a mo-
ment, in her heroifm. But his fhort lived pleafure
foon dies in the recolletion, that the juggling of our
finances, has left him only the empty honors of .a fol-
dier, and given to the more cunning {peculator the
profits of his toil. The fuccefsful {peculator can an-
{iver the queftion. of intereft. He has learnt the fe-
 cret of our newfangled patriotifm. His adroitiefs
hgs made him rich ; his;wealth has gtven him confe-
quonce.: . Habit, ¥ not nature, has given hipr an ear,,

thatis deaf, and a fieart, that iscallous to the claimsof-  ©

fuppliant Ju{hce and a brow that can affume the place:
of modeft mesit, 3iid Jaugh atthe ufurpation. The ex-
armple beoomes eontagions, while the fuccefsful knave
vifes to confenueénce. Plin honefty is barithed by
cunning; -and its faithful nurfe; a-regular courfe of
bufifiefs; exchanged for the harlequin of fpeculation.

Césifeience issdéemed a traitor ; and pridence priz-
ddotly as the faves from the pillory or gallows. -
~4n the walks of ambition, putriot, inflexible principle,
" andéveryterm exprefliveof anoblemind, havebecome
kalf contemptible, by théir abufe; -Should the infec-
tion exténd much further, the unprincipled dema-
gogue may fpare himfelf the trouble of acting the
lypocrite, and fpeed his promotxon, by the avowal
Gf hls infamy. ~

- Hence moft men agree to anfwer, that they have
an intereft in ovr country; becaufe luxury pays a
lght tax,ambition profpers, avarice thrives, and
fpeedlation in a profitable trade. It is necdlefs to




|8 §

. . T \
add, that, in proportion to the influence of thiefe
unbridled paffions, will be the want of moral fenti.
ment and correct habits, thc‘ only fure baﬁs of a free
government. |
. Itis from the d:.cay of thefe mwgoratmg quah-

" ties, and the decline of religion, without which, nei-
ther can be permanent, that the laurels of America,
won with fo much toil, are withering on her brow.
It is from the decline of thefe, that the man mark.,
ed with infamy, holds his head alozt in fociety, and
pu‘hes his way to promotion, while fubftantial mer-
it mourns in filence the want of patrons. It is
from the decline of thefe, that every bird of paflage
is fluttering for the fruit upon the tree of pubhc hon-
or, and gorging, with impunity, till there is {carce.
ly encouragement left to cultivate or protectit. Itis
the decline of thefe, which has given to party fpirit
that illiberal, rancorous tone, and deadly animofity,
which leaves our independence, rather propped by
its collifion, than fupgorted -on the firm baﬁsof 2
united people. = - -

I might prolong the. 1rkfome detad of our coun.
try’s growing evils. But I have dwelt on this fub
je&, only to trace the difeafe to its fource, the bet-
‘ter to apply the remedy.

~ ‘Whoever expects a cure from any fet of pohtlcal
men, or meafures, will be difappointed. - Not only
is the bead fick, but the beart faint. The malady
- has infefted the vitals and pervaded every veiry and
artery of the nation. In the work of reformation;
“ the eye cannot fay to the hand, nor the head to

the foot, I have no need of thee.” Each of ushave

our part to adt, a part requiring little ¢ffort of the
underftanding, but much refolution.
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+ From our early habits, and conflitutional rights,
we have a common intereft in the political concerns
of our country; and more than the vindictive par-
tizan, ought we to feel this intereft. We ought to
diftruft our thoughts, and guard our words and ac-
tions, till we are fure our hopes and our paflions are
extended beyond the views of a party, to the good
of the whole. Where this is the cafe, no man’s
thoughts, words, or actions, can give juft ground of
offence to a rational being. This liberal extenfion
of the mind naturally begets a {pirit of candor-
and couciliation. With this quality, which is in
fubftance all that is comprehended in the legitimate
meaning of the word patriotifm, the heart will al-
ways be right-towards its country, and on mott oc-
cafions the ready prompter of the head. Smitten
with anguifh, by the effetts of the poifoncus cup of
party fpirit, which has intoxicated our country to
madnefs, it will feek with equal folicitude the apol-
ogy and the cure. So great an evil, by a liberal and
difcerning mind, will never be laid at the doors of
any one fet of men, either in, or out of office. Much
will be attributed to ambition, difappointed of its
intended honors: Something, to the purfuance of
high toned meafures, under the laft adminiftration,
which were doubtful in a conftitutional point of
view ; myfterious, 2s expedients ; and evidently fuch
as the genius of the public would not bear : Some-
~ thing to our prefent rulers, for erring on the other
extreme, and flattering, while it courts the fupport
of that private luxury, avarice, and loquacious am-
bition, which have already finothered the embers of
our national {pirit : Much to ourlelves, for our fad
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declenfion from that enlarged love and pride of coun-
try, which our fathers felt, and vainly thought they
had left, as a perpetual legacy, to their offspring;
and much to our inexcufable aberration from thofe
fteady habits, and fober modes of thinking, which
were at once the nurfe and guardian of the infant
glory of our country.

While we arraign the acrimonious, vindi¢tive fpir-
it of party, as the arch foc to our public and private
felicity, we ought to be guarded againit a liftlefs
indifference on political fubjets. Though the dif-
cuffion of important ftate queftions may often draw
our reprefentatives, on whom it immediately de.
volves, into the ranks of party, and the heat of its
animofity, yet there is no reafon why we, whoare
remote from the violent concuffion, thould be agita-
ted by the weaker undulation. Our fituation with
refpect to our feelings, and every argument, drawn
from the principles of our government and our na.
tures, dictate the reverfe. Nothing will tend more
to temperate the proceedings of the legiflator, than
the idea that his conftituents are canvafiing them
with cool, deliberate judgment. Nothing fo muchto
adulterate them with his paflions, as the belief that
they are dictated by the prejudices of thofec who give
him their {uffrages.

On queftions, arifing from the conftitution of the
general government, we have the clear and explicit
principles of the conftitution itfelf to guide our judg-
ment. A prudent legiflature will never enact laws,
nor a wife adminiftration purfue meafures, which
are unauthorized by its obvious authority, uniefs
diftated Dy the moit urgent necefiity. And good
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s
citizens will fubmit to thofe laws, and acquiefce in
thofe meafures, if not evidently pernicious in their
effet. If {o, they will remonftrate with the, dignity
of freemen, till redrefs is obtaincd. In the conftitu-
tion itfelf, amendments are contemplated. But it
fhould never be forgotten, that its fole fupport is pub-
lic opinion. That the fame power which can alter
one jot or tittle, can abrogate the whole. And that
it mutft ftand or fall, together with the whole fabric
of our ftate governments, as this bafis is fubftantial
or flutuating. When it is further confidered that
the opinions of the mafs of any people are formed
more by habit than the efforts of the underftanding,
prudence will double her caution, before the moves
her wary finger to alter ; and patriotifm bear even
a certain evil, rather than rifque the confequences
of any material innovation. Above all, thould that
change be avoided, which may involve the interef},
and excite the jealoufy of particular ftates. In this
original compad} the feveral ftates were parties, each
conributing to the common ftock of the federal gov-
ernment a certain portion of its rights and immuni-
ties, for the purer prefervation of the remainder, and
the common good of the whole; and each reciprocally
concedingto the others whatever wif{domfuggefted,as
neceflary to unite jarring interefts,and incorporatethe
whole into one general fyftern. Hence it feems clear
that all the rights and powers, which were releafed
by the fevera. itates, are under the direction and con-
trol of our federal government, at the difcretion of
its feveral departments, or according to the will of its
majority, as pointed out by the ¢onfiitution. And
equally clear, that where a right is vefted in any
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particular ftate or ftates, by mutual conceflion, that
right can never be divefted, but by the confent of
* the ftates, to. which it was conceded, without a vio-
lation of the federal compac. . And nothing can
be more impolitic; not to fay unconttitutional, than
an attempt, by any power under the general govern-
‘ment, to take away from Pparticular ftates, what it
has already guaranteed,’as a right.

This diftinction -befween what was ceded by the
ftates to the general government, and by the latter
guaranteed to the former, appears too clear to be
cafily miftaken. Itis made, and the principle refult.
ing from it, refpecting the rights of individual ftates,
and the power of the federal government, taken, be-
caufe it is apprehended we may foon have ferious
occafion to call them into view. If this reafoning
be not fupported by the plain import and letter of
the conftitution, that fpirit of union, which was its
parent, and infpired its original frame with life and
vigor, urges us to the fame conclufion, with the
ftrongeft admonitions that can be addrefled to the
heart or to the underftanding. Every union, expe-
rienced by aflociated man, which originates in friend-
fhip and mutual conceflion, muft be maintained by
the fame conciliating temper. From this binding
cement it derives its firength and fupport. What-
ever its form may be, this is its foul. It fickens at
even the glance of the jaundiced eye of jealoufy.
The very touch of her rtide hand feals the warrant
of its death !

A refolve has lately been brought before the legif-
lature of a neighboring ftate, to which thefe argu.
ments {eem to apply ; and which requires that ftate’s
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reprefentatives 'to congrefs to ufe their influ.
ence to ecffe® an alteration in the conftitu-
tion, which, if the above principle be corre, can-
not be done without the free confent of thofe ftates,
whofe ftrongeft intereft it is to oppofeit. Were the
naked queftion put to any American, who feels in-
terefted for the fupport of rational and permanent
freedom, whether he would have flavery legalized
diredly or indire@ly by the federal conftitution, or
“any of the ftate governments ? He would an{fwer un-
equivocally—~o. Afk him—ifhall this foul ftain,
fan&ioned as it is, by the conflitution, with all its
pernicious rights to fome ftates, and its indireét in-
juries to the others, remain, or fhall the conftitution
be deftroyed? He will anfwer—preferve this ark of
our fafety, with both the clean and unclean, which
it proteéts from the fterm. ~

If thofe, who find in the hand of bondage the tem-
porary privilege of a vote, will not confent to relin-
quith it, fhall we be guilty of a breach of faith, and
an a& of violence, in taking it from them by force?
If we lofe what they gain, in point of political con-
fequence, is it not'a proud confolation that we fhare
not the difgrace ? Is it not more than a compenfa-
tion, that we may be exempt from its deftrutive ef-
fe@ts? The unwilling hand of the flave, that gives
his prefent importance to the mafter, will {ooner or
later, in America, as in the Weft-Indies, become the
avenging inftrument of heaven, to inflit that pun-
ithment which, in {pite of envy, jealoufy and refent-
ment, will extort our compaflion.

The cure of this evil is beyond the powers of man.
The tampering of politicians, in the mood of the
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prefent times, and with no other obje than the
avowed one of ftate influence in view, will only irri-
ate and increait it, And, fhould the motion allud-
ed to be purfued, with the unaccommodating fpirit
of the day, Maffachufetts, in her attempt to reduce
Virginia to reafon, may yet have the credit of intro-
ducing the entering wedge, which will diffolve the
union, and force us all into a ftate of complete
diftra&ion.

I hope it will prove that I have been urged to this
theme by groundlefs fears, rather than the propriety
of the occafion. It fhall be relinquifhed for ordinae
ry occurrences, which demand our attsntion, as free-
men, and as citizens.

That important right of fre¢men, which as fuch
combines our beft privilege with our firft duty, de-
mands our moft careful attention; I fcarce need
fay,I mean the elefion of our reprefentatives. In
the exercife of this right, we may, fo far as human
efforts can avail, infure to ourfelves the greateft hon.
or and felicity, or bring on ourfelves and pofterity
misfortune and difgrace. By it, we fele& the man
who is to become the guardian of our rights, the or-
gan of our will, and the advocate of our intercls.
Our rights, if a wife and goed Zian, he will never
facrinice. Uur will, he will modify by the ex.
ercife of his own beft judgment. Our intereft, fo
far as compatibie, he will compare and incorporate
with the public good.

In this ele@inn, we have the moft urgent reafons
for confulting thofe well known maxims, which reg.
ulate our cheice of agents, in our inferior, pru-

c
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dential concerns. Wherever we have any thing to
tranfadt by proxy, our firft objett is firi&t ﬁd«.hty
and competent knowledge in the agent. If, in his
agency, he have a diverfity of characters to deal with,
énd various interefts to reconcile, our aim is to find
a man, who is mafter of his fubje&, quick in his ob-
fervation, profound in his knowledge of human na-
fure, able to command his own paffions, and concil-
iate thole of others, while he purfues his objeét with
inflexible perfeverance. Having exercifed our found-
eft difcretion in the appointment, we feel quiet in the
difcharge of our duty, confident that our agent
will leave nothing undone, within the compafs of
his commiffion, and in no cafe exceed it, unlefs
for our evident benefit. Weare thus freed from
that perplexing fource of inquietude, which arifes
from abflent concerns, intrufted to doubtful hands.
Inftead of cenfuring the condudt, or inventing a vin-
dication of the chara&er, we have only to fhare in
the fruits of the labor, and the well earned praifes of
him,whohasproved him{felf worthy of ourconfidence.
Thefe familar maxims are fo well underftood, and
{o comimonly prad&ifed, in our minor tranfactions,
that one would fuppofe their application to the
choice of our rulersand law-makers, would not be
overlooked. But all rules have their exceptions. The
fubborn fpirit of party defies the maxims of common
prudence. Itfelf the unnatural jumble of caufe and
cffeé, it difdains alike fair premifes and rational con-
clufions. With the caprice of 2 child, the domincer-
ing pride of a defpot, and the malignity of a fiend,
no common toys will fatisty its fantafy, no ordina-
1v {acrifice of reafon or independence, {oothe its
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pride, and no meafure of evils to our citizens and
country, afluage its malice. /

'~ Inftead of one people, purfuing a common interell,
we are harnciled, by this tyrant, into two partics, en-
gaged in atual contention, under nominal diftint.
ions. Governedby this ill-fateddeftiny,oncforgets the
patriot, in the name of federalift ; the other difgrac
es freedom, under that of republican.  One feeks its
honor in the idle badge of a cockade ; the other, its
gratification in the finger of reproach, which is point-
ed at the rampant folly. The former exhibits a
fpecimen of its wifdom ; thelatter, of its magnanim.
ity. Each muft ftruggle for its proper reprefens
tative. The creature is too often fuch as might be
expected from the creators.

Thus marfhalled into parties, and hackneyed n
debate, we exhibit, from our fire fides, up to the na-
tional fenate, one vaft forum of political difputation,
where we diftort the features of fimple truth, vindi-
cate dogmas, in themfelves inexplicable, and difplay
all the ‘chicanery and keen retort of the bar, untem-
pered with its urbanity, without the dignity of the
bench to control, or its impartiality to decide.

It is this condition of locicty which makes us
quacks in politics, while it fickens our morals ; which
makes the partifan’s memory familiar with his text,
and his tongue flippant on the comment, without
the labor of the hcad, and againft the admonition
of the heart; which gives us fo much to root our
prejudices, to inflame our paflions, and fo little to
cultivate thce nobler faculties of the mind; and
which draws our youth from the early maxims of
prudence to premature {clf fufliciency, and from the
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- Imvigerating fountain of fober fcience, to the hot bed
_of exuberant paffion, and puny intelleét,

~ Ifit be not true that the loathfome evils I have
- defcribed have fpread, and are fpreading their rank
infecion thropgh our land, I have one confolation=I
have, for more than ten years paft, been dreaming,
wnder the painful impreflion, that I have feen our
country, with her full tide of vaunted profperity,
vunning falt the downward race, tq anarchy, defr
pOtifm and ruin. | |
- .If real, what courfe are we to purfue to arrcﬂ: her “
declenfion ? If we look forward, humiliation ftares

@s in the face ; if we remain ftationary, we are covs
‘ered with thame. If we look back, we meet with
~rebuke. But that rebuke is falutary. The genms of
our forefathers rifes tochide, and to admonifh.
points to us the fure path, beaten with unceafing toﬂ
through which they won their way to fame. - It
thews them, bowing with humiliation at the altar
of devotion, exhlbmng 3 fpirit bold and unconquera-
ble to man's encroachment, which diftinguithed
them at once as the favorites of heaven, and the
dread of tyrants, With them, mdu{h"y was amufe-

- ment ; morality, habit ; wildom was honor ; and
o rchgxun, pleafure. Economy regulated their domcf

tic concerns, and bounty prefided over the public

. treafury. In their families and fchools, their chil-

- dren were nurtured by wholefome precepts; habit-
uated to refpe&tful obedience to their fuperiors, and
veneration for their God. The' confidered private
virtue as the enly fure befis of public profperity.
They viewed vice and difgrace as infeperable, In
conferring their hopors, they fought for wifdom,
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 and were t60 difcerning to deem the man fit to'cone
trol their public concerns, who negleéted to regulate
his own deportment. If their—zeal fometimes urg-

ed them to excefs, their folidity of judgment foon'
- correted the evil; and their perfeverance in well-
doing, rarely allowed them to faulter in their duty.

‘It was from this afliduous care of our forefathers
to make good citizens, their habitual and exalted
virtues, as fuch, that otir country’s profperity in-
creafed by fure and progreflive fteps, that the ftur--
dy roots of its independence fhot deep, and fpread
wide, before its branches fcarcely appeared, and long
before its fruit was anticipated by the imagination. -
This tree, which may yet prove the tree of life to A~
merica, or the upas of her diflolution, has been pro-
tected by the- memorable heroifin of the veterans of
our revolutionary war. From that ftruggle, its
branches have fprung up to luxuriance, and its ex-
uberant fruit cluftered on every bough. We vainly
“call it the work of our own hands, and are elated
at the fight of the gorgeous wonder. Ambitious
to afcend and enjoy the fruit, we neglet to prune
its branches and cultivate its roots. Heedlefs of the
annoying infet and infidious worm, which devour,
we imagine our toils are ended, and the blefling fe-
cure. But as this blefling was growing to our hands
before we fought it, ere we are aware, it may be ta:
ken from us. Common obfervation fthews, that we

may foon lofe, by negleé, what has heen acquired,
- by the prudence of years; and that precipitate folly
may deftroy in an hour, what has been accumulated
by the wifdom of ages. Itis to ftimulatc, not to
difcourage our exertion, that all, which moft adorns
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private life and theds lafting luftre on a nation, is age
- quired by affiduous efforts, and maintained by con.
ftant care. It is.not enough therefore that our an-
ceftors were virtuous and braves. that they were ex-
emplary in private life, and ccmfplcuous for their des
vetion to the:common good of their .country. - The
fpirit of gratitude and a laudable pride require that
we fhould ¢ommemorate  their-charatters with filial
veverence. - Our duty to ourfelves, our country and
our God, demand more than the empty homage of

the tongue. They urge us to revive their example;
~ to make their corret habits and wholefome precepts
familiar to- ourfelves and our- children; to. view
wealth as ufelefs lumber, without,the former, and
knowledge as worfe than vain, without the latter,
Purfuing their well known track, we cannot effen-
tially err. It has “line upon line, and precept upon
precept,” for all the viciflitudes of life, from the pure
and fimple leflon, that falls on the liftening infant’s ear -
from the lips of the affectionate mother, to thofe fub-
Lime truths, which awe our reafon, and point the way
to heaven. With thefe fure guides, we have it in
our power to.convince the doubting world, that a
Tepublican government is not an idle theory, that
its firength, is the union of its citizens, its wealth,
their public fpirit, its ftability, their virtue ; its in-
dependence, the refult of all, and its only myftery,
the fimplicity of its principles, exhibiting, in obvious

focial duties, the whole theory of its policy. ,,
- Shall T be accufed of flattery, in afferting, that the
fairer fex are the principal arbiters of fuch a govern-
ment ? No,
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:{’E DAUGH?’ERS OF c‘oL ifMBJA,

" “IT was in’ the ‘Frms and by the fide of Rome’s
- matrons, that theifTons were infplred with noble
fentiments, and formed to habits of virtue. It was
the mother’s: tongue; more than - the philofopher’s,
which taught them to run theundeviating cougfe o
honor. It was thg mother’s feeling accents, more.
‘than the commandmg eloquence of the fenatc, whlch "
made their youthful blood thrill in their veins, 'with
the theme of their country’s gloty. * And it was the
mother’s neglet, which degenerated thofe legions,
that awed the world with their ‘valor, to 2 band of
‘muficians, ambitious only to anmfe thcxs conquermg"
mafters at an opera. - .

More is due to the matrons of, Amcnca.. They
formed then fons to all the Romans knew, and added
the mfplrmg fentiments of that religion, which makes
private virtue and national honor fubordinate to the
exalted prize of immortal glory.—Whence then the
fon’s degeneracy ! Why did your nurturing hands
forfake the tender plant ? And why did your enliy.
ening precepts ceafe to rear it to maturity ? Charity
dictates, and wajling grief refponds the anfwer. The
hufband, on whom you doated, and the fon, in
whom you faw his ripening image, flew in the hour
of danger from your arms, to avenge your dearer
country’s wrongs. Your anxious folicitude for their
fate made you forget the infant in the cradle. Ele-
vated above ordinary concerns, you negle@ed its
mental food, while your heart was purfumg its
then ncarer ebjeét, through the painful viciflitudes
of a 10ng oVt «‘nful war.
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You, who were then daughters in the bloom of'
youth have erred on the fide of your moft amiable
_ wvirtues. With fenfations of exulting joy, you wel-
- comed your fathers and your brethren from the field
of battle, to the congratulations of domeftic felicity
and national peace. You joined with them in grat.
ltude to heaven for our independence. By them,
you were taught to confidet France as its means.
The gay airs of the Frenchman, too foon fupplanted
in your hearts the gravity of the pneﬁ The be-
witching novel ufurped the place of the bible, and
the dancing fchool drew its devotees from the houfe
of God. This gratitude, thislively joy became you.
It thould have been sccompanied with more pride.
~ While you were admiring and firiving to imitate
_ the fuperficial fripperies of Frenchmen, they were
- {mitten with veneration for the fimplicity of your
manners, the folidity of your virtues, the fincerity
of your affeftions, and the inimitable charms, which
‘native innocence 'and freedom flathed from your
eyes. Infpired with what their boafted arts of civil
ization had given them no conception of, they were
electrified with the fpirit of freedom, which commu-
nicated from the foldier to the ftatefman, till all, in
- imitation of America, refolved to ere&t a govern-
ment on its model, and enjoy, like us, the {weets of
liberty. Vain attempt. The fplendid meteor has
difappeared forever, but left a lafting, folemn leflon




to the world. A leffon, which fpeaks, with admo.
nition and authority, like the voice of heaven., Its
weighty nguné’uons to us are—

¢« Beware of hafty innovation. The fudden adop-
tion of even your virtues has funk us to ruin. Our
fickle habits could not fuftain their weight. Relig-
ion, their only fupport, fled before our diflolute
manners, when the heavy reftraint of government
was removed. Shun, then—fhun, as death, the con-
tagion of our manners !—Adopt them, and you lofe
youf religion ;—the anchor which holds you to heav-
en is gone ; the habits, on which you rely, are afloat ;
and your boafted freedom perifhes in the ftorm !”

Thus fpeaks the French nation, taught by its aw-
ful deftiny. Qur own experience half confirms the
weighty truth. Already totters the once ftrong
foundation, and reel the mighty columns of our in-
dependence. Our rulers and our bufy politicians
fhake the fabrick, by their jarring efforts to {fupport
it

It is for you, whofe frowns appal vice, and whoie
{mmiles infpire the focial fentiment, to frown the flit-
ting demons, that haunt our felicity, to the land from
whence they came ; to renovate us with the eleétric
power of your charms; to lcad us to the temple of
concord, and woo us to the imitation of what we

were. Your triumph will then b complete, and
D




26

Srcom-com— =

we unrivetted from our difgrace. This anniverfary
fhall then be dedicated to you. Our fainted heroes

will look from heaven with complacency, and yield
to you the palm.

Without your :a.id, the phlegmatic reafoning
and warm diflentions of our fex, will avaif nothing.
We may wear out our livesin tedious debate, before
the independence of our country expires. But, un-
lefs the deftiny of nations is governed by new prin-
ciples, the children, that now lifp their queries on
the caufe of this rejoicing, will witnefs, in the
groans of their country, the knell of its departed
freedom !
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