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CHARLESTON, 16th JUNE, 1833
DEean Sir:

IRr. PETIGRU our Orator elect for the ensuine Anniversary of our National Indepens
dence, having been recently taken ill, and being sull so seriously indisposed as to be unar.
blc 1o discharge the duty, I hav. heen direeted by the unanimous vote of the Committee
of Arrangements to ' cquest vor to supply his placc,—Hopmg that you will not find 1t in-.
oonsistent with your other avaocations, to meet the wishes of your fcﬁon*-eitizms,

I rematn, Dear Sir, with gre.t respect,
Y our obedient servant,
J A\ MES H, SMITH,
Chairman Committee of Arrangements

of the Washington Socicty.
"Tuomas S, Gruks, Ese.

No». 38 Sow'h Bay.
19th JUNLE, 1833.
(GENTLEMEN:

I regret that the serious indisposition of our friecnd Mr. PET16RT che uld have renderd
indispensauble, the appointment of another person to deliver the Oration before you on
the approaching Anniversary of American Independence. In acceding te your request,
that I should £l the place, thus unexpectedly and unfortunately left vacant, I do 1t, not-
withstanding the little time that 1s left me, undera sens- of duty to him and to the cause.
Suffer mothento avail myself of this opportunity, to inculca:e sentiments worthy of Chris-
tians and Americans: and of a Society, bearing the most beloved and venerable of names,
in our National Biography. that of WasHincToN. May the spirit, in which he loved
and servd his country, the spiritof Christian patriotism, be with us onthatday, t¢ strength-
~ en our faith in the durability, and our hopes E}r the glorous destiny, at home and abroad,

of our National Institutions! In discharging the duty allottcd to me, however I may fall

short of the just expectations of others or of myself—I cannot fail in the selection of mate-
rials, when I take as my principal topics, the gratitude due to Heaven for the almost mira-

culons preservations, attested by our history; and the Constituticn as a text, with the life
of WaAsHINGTON, as 1t’s purest, noblest commenta

Very r}'{.eapectiuly,

THOMAS S. GRIMKE,
James H. Smith, Esq.

Chairman, and the other Members of the
Comnuttee of Arrangements of the Washington Society.

CHARLESTON, 6th JULY, 1833.
Dear Sir:

We the undersigned. Committee of Arrangements of the Washington Society, exe.
cute with Slea‘ﬂure the task assigned, of requesting for publication a copv of your able and
cloquent Oration, delivered before them on sur recent Awniversary. Whilst thus cordie
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gliy conforming to the wishes of the Society, we avail ourselves individually of the oppoz- .

tunity of expressing our highest consideration for your talents and virtues, as an orater

gnd a Citizen of our glortous Republic.

We remain, Dear Sir, with great respest,
Your gbedient servants,
JAMES H. SMITH,
GEORGE TIIOMPSON,
ANDREW M’DOWALL,
THOMAS DOTTERER,
JOI:N F. KNOX,
R. WOETHRSPOON,
A. FOURGEAUD.
) RICHARD FORDHAM

BENIJN. SMITH,
C. J. STEEDMAN,
OGDEN HAMMOND,
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Rt s e s s s, ot i s s e spgat?
Commiltee of Arrang'ts.

Taomas S. GRIMEE, Esa

Nﬂ. 38 South Bﬂg.
6th JULY, 1533.
GENTLEMEN:

Your letter of this date, requesting a copy of my Oration, deliverd before the Wash-
ington Socicty on the 4th, for publication, has heen receivd., I acquiesce in your wishes,
under the helief, that whatever is devoted to the cause of our whole Country, to the char-
acter of “WA-HINGTON, and to the spirit of American Institutions, cannot be valueless; and
may, if exccuted with judgiment and taste, be eminently useful.

It has heen my singular fiitune, at the distance of twenty four years, to stand again
before my Country on the Anntversary of American Independence, to vindicate the integ-
rity of the Union and the sanctity of the Constitution. In 1809, I was called to remon-
strate, on behalf of my whole Country, against the discontents and disaffection, which had
becn engenderd in the Eustern States. In 1833, I have been summond to the painful
and mortifying duty of exgostulating, on behalf of that whole country, with my native
State, for sentiments and deceds, far exceeding all that has ever yet been done, in this
country, against the Constitution and the Union. May the Carolina of future years, with
redoubled lﬁdelity and love, vindicate the spotless character and elevated standing, once
her proud distinction; but now so changed, under the baleful influence of men, who could
have made her the brightest star of the Union. The grief of our Sister States for the sake
of Carolina, exceeds their indignation at the princip'fes, that have been avowd, and the
acts, which have been threatend, by her leaders. L.et us rejoice, at the result of recent

events, not as the victory of party, but as the triumnph of our country.

Respectfuly,
THOMAS S. GRIMKE.
Mossrs. James H. SmitH, and others _
Committee of Arrangements of the Washington Society.
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Ovr CootrY! Our whole Country! how affecting are the ties which.
bind us to thee; how venerable is thy claim to our faithiul scrvices, to gur
purcst affections!  What indeed is our country, but a parent, by obhigatious
the most sacred and sublime; by associations the most dulicate and com-
preliensive; by prospects the most animat‘ng and delightful!  In our Ame-
rican creed, what article then is of higher authority, of deeper interest, of
more enduring value, than the precept, which commands us to reverence
and love our country? Are we bound to Father and Mother by relatious,
which God himself has ordained and enforced? So are we to our country.
Arc we hound to our parents by all the sanctions of civil society, coeval
with its origin, expanding in its progress, and destind to endure while
social life shall iast? So are we 1o our country. Are we bound to Father
and Mother by all those natural affections, which make them the most
venerable of human beings, and hoine, the bappiest spot upon carthl? Se
are we to our country. The parents, whom nature has given us, dic, and
are laid in the earth, by the hands of their children; but our Fatherland
protects us in life and hallows ovr graves. Qur Parentcountry still sor-
vives her children. She is immortal. Shall we not then, in the spirit of
eratitude, reverence, love, engrave on our hearts some maxim, not less
beautiful in its moral, if we regard our duty; than eminent for its wisdom
and truth, if we consult only our interest? And where shall we find a pre-
cept more venerable for its antiquity, more commanding in authority, than
the inscription on the Table of Stone? *‘Honor thy Father and thy Mother,
that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee.” QOur country is indeed a father, to be reverenced in the Autho-
rity which commands our obedience; and a mother, to be loved with all
the cnthusiazm of gratitude and affection. No voice from Heaven has
indeed proclaimed, amidst the thunders, and lightnings, and clouds of ano-
ther Sinai, ‘“Honor thy Country, that thy days may be long in the land,
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” No miraculous hand-writing has
denounced against us, the sentence of destruction for unfaithfulness to her
commands, for hypocricy in our affections. No Prophet or Apestle hasg
recorded with the pen of inspired truth and by divine authority, ¢“Thv Coun-
try is thy Parent—by all that is most solemn and binding in dutv, by all
that is most eloquent and holy in love—But the voice of nature and the

testimony of all experience; the brightest and the darkest page of History;
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the wisdom of Philosophy, the energy of Eloquence, und the enthuyinzm
of Povtevy ally all attost the truth, ' Thy Country is tay Parent,”  Reves
reee, gratitivle, ubedience, love, are due to her. How then, as a free,
cancaad, Christion, peacetul people, shall America best acknowlege these
traths, wod best observe them!?

The mesr duty of Ainericans is to ncknowlege, with mingled fear
ann v ud ey tiat “God presides in the Councils of Nations.™ und 1hat
thes 2 mave ever acted a consnicuous part in the administration of his woral
government.  However mysterions may be the designs of Providence, and
Fis ways are not as oor ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts; yet, all
L taryy as well as seriprare attests the trath of this remark,  We eannot
ot pares, stidl less can we stady them profo idlv, withoul AckuowWs e

e Al e osubreme Creator of all men is the Qverruler, the Jurdee,
t \wvenzer amonge the Nations,  How solemn is the Review of the His-
o ol Nationst How doubly hmpressive the lesson, taught by the Annals
of cree Brates! Tell me, is there one, whether in the ancient or the
mocern windd, winose history we should be willing to accept as the history
Or 2 wn conbirvy whose institutions we wonld adopt as the model of our
o l—Assaradly we cannot be insensible to the solemn truths, which theit
Lo ey teaches, and o the aflecting calamities, which afllicted and destroy-
¢ aeme lathe straetare of their states of society and governments, do
Wi see tiat the hideous comhinations of Monarchy, Aristocracy and
L oernevy thetr civil dissensions and more ferocious civil wars; the inse-
¢t v oof fifo, liberty and nraperiy; the selfish ambition of rulers and the
ro less bassions of the demavosue; the degraded condition of woman;
g1 "t disrevrd of social happiness and virtue, were among the promi-
nevdocanees of rvavated misery?  And is it possible to read their history
et uat confess, that the spirit of the age which gave them birth, and the
prosaire <0 exieraal circumstances, stamped on them alle—the characier of
Mooyeany Herveuies?  Their institutions were chiefly the instruments of
seiti- it vt wmiitious rulers, forever sacrificing the people, without fear or
remorse, Buder the pretext of National Glory and the public good.  Their
instiuiions treaihd not the spirit of peace at home aind abroad; of do-
mestic aind social improvement in virtue and happiness, in property and
miicenes, Their objects were not the substantial, permanent good of
the Peonl: and'the secufity of rational liberty under well balanced govern-
m:atz, Their institutions were foundéd for the sword, were maintained by
the sword, and perished by the sword. Their hand was against every man,
an:t every man’s hand against them.  Ts it wonderful then, that the expe-
riments of freedom in the ancient world exhibit such a catalogue of guilt
and miscery? |

And what a lesson may be gathered from the history of Freedom in
Modern Europe!  How little did the Republics of Venice and Genoa, if
proud Aristocracies can he called such, promote the substantial good of the
people!  How were the prospects of constitutional liberty in Spain destroy-
ed by the arroaant and despotic Ximenes? How were its principles vio-
fated and degraded in Encland by the fi-st and second Charles? How were

* Washington's Inaugural Address, 5 Marsh, 168,
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they, in Fevolutionary France, the bleeding victirsg of Atheism and Anare-
chy, and tic very slaves of the Laperial \:apulvnu A Whae shiuil we say
of the Helvetic Conicderacy, scarcely Knowan in the iastory of tuan, hut
as the mother of the mercenary soldicry of Modern LUIU[Jl , and held te-
ecther only by the iron chain of despotizm, which girds them round.* And
what of the Batavian Republie, vescued from thie weakness of s orgall-
zation and the avarice of its commercial spirit, by the inexorable prossige
of surrounding monarchies.®* low painful the teelings, how solon: e
reflections that arise on this review of the history of free states, 10 ancodont
and modern Europe!  Who does net gather from their lamentwble ficior,
the instructive iruth, that the iprovement of ¢he people, the whole pco-
el i domes e and.social vivtuedntelizence.and happiuess, was nat. e,
orcat end of all their institutions?t  And yet, what other legniimate, faada-
ble object could they have had?  Is not covernmentfounded, are not Linicrs
ordaind ouly for the sake of the people?  Execept this be themw end and
operation, society will always be a reproach to those who found, ana to
those who administer goveruments.

I have said, that it is a primary duty of Americans to acknow! e
the moral governent of God, in the affairs of Nations.  Letus review the
history of our own country, tlw more: du:pl‘, to impress us with this general
truth and with the conviction, for such is the skconp ereat duty ol Anc-
ricaus, that for causes as yet but imperteetly reveald, our country, ever
since her foundations werd laid, has been under the care of a special Pro-
vidence.  Instead of havine been settled by the subjects of gloomy despo-.
tizms from Spain and Porwgal, or even from the gay, hicemious and galluant
France, our couniry was colonized by that British race, which alone, of
all men ancient and modern, appears to have understood the true relation of
the People to their Rulers, and the true character of pelitical instituticns!
Is it not equaly remarkable thai the efficient settlement of these shorces
was postponed, till the selfish and ambitious contests of the Red wnd the
White Rose, till the slavish spirit, that marked the Parliaments 01 the 1v-
rant Henry and of the despot Elizabeth, bad passed away forever: and the
foundations of madern British freedom lmd Leen laid by the Puritans? Du-
ring the very century, when the fearful strugele of their principles against
those of Aristocracy and Despotism was going on in England, those prin-
ciples were transplanted to a new world, may we not say by divine ap-
pointment? there to spring up in nobler and fairer forms, to elevate, honor
and bless the people of an unborn Nation—Qur Country. How many cir-
eumstances concurred during that very period, to enable the colonies to go
on, comparatively undisturbd, in the improvement and extension of thos::
free institutions, which became in their maturity, the bone and sinew of
these United States? Was it not equaly an advantage, while the diflercnt
settlements were exposed alternately to the jcalousies and resentments
of a succession of dominant parties in Church and State in England,
on account of colonial diveisities in politics and rebigion, that they
escaped uninjurd to become the broad and deep foundations of that liber-
ality in political and religious creeds, which is the ornament and blessing of

~ See. 1 Elog. U. 8. p. 28, 98, 107, 119, 135, 144, 145, 174, 1§9.
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OUY canntry, How wondertuil is ity that the infant colonics were not overe
waclmd oy the sy, momia spirttanddariog enterprize of the Indiaos,
Wi destionanty supeior e owaer uud resources, had they known fiow 10
piodc oy thea! Aad i we ok at the still creater danger from the enemies
ol tne Moaer Comnwey, in g o series of bloody aid obstinate wars, and
cxprany from tie French and Spaoiards,  we cannot but exclaim with
AsUiusice, 4 specnd Providenee watehd over onr infaney! Nor s Uis
ol tor the Very COilosts betwern the Lords l’l'nln‘irml‘s and the Oflicers
of e iy on e one side, and the People and the Popular Assemblies on
e ovaer, adeve bod oy stow deveees, il confirnud effectualy yet mson-
Sty Giose very priacipies, weich the Puritans had defended in life and
cocccred mdeaths e mad-adaonisiration, thie ionoranee, perverses
N or tvr ey, the seevility and vechlessness of Proprictary and Roval
S oovaats, st of discustine or corrupting the people, discouraging Clidie
vy i weakening e fndint citose of freedom, onlv servd to enlighten
b ottty o aaiinate b ie lewsders, to enrich and strenethen thie cont-
e, and o ereade tnat conupuni v of seatiment and interest throughout the
coatinent, which preparved the wav for our present Union,

S el is the strikimge and adiectine retrospeet betore thee [Revolution of
1776, Duatithe veview ol our National History sinee that period, awiakens
a docpor sense of dependen: o on God, and the iveliest emotions ol grati-
tude for his special interpositions. o reading those annals, who does not
acwnowleve some thing marvelous in the combination of events, which
drw fortirsuch a host of talenty which led us, step by step to the Declara-
tion o: Independonee; which cave us our Allies; which sustaind the people
under so muach to appal and dizhearten; wnich saved us from a servile, 1n
adition to a civil wary and cnabled them, seatterd, ill-provided and badly
prenared, to trinmph over the mast powerful nation on the globe? T es-
teem it likewise a sirikine civeumstance, that the obvious policy of kng-
land and France to sacrifice this country, by an arrangement for their
mutial benefit, was evertuled for our sukes: and Independence was secur-
ed, when it misht have been destroyd.  Let us acknowlege also, the
hecid of & mereiful Providence, in tarning aside the thundercloud that seemd

PO —— st PO, rOTT e SeTIg, negieetod and unrewa raod

»F

Armyv¥* of ihie Revolution; when a Traitor, in the person of Washington,
et doave convalsd the eountry, by deeds the most rainous, the niost
di~ : mavable to @ ivee people. Let us equaly confess the same Supreme
iorooeit o my inresening us from the perilous gult of Disunion and Civil
War, ander the Comfederacy, and from that discasd state of public credit,
wlhicl, next to corrnption in the people, is the most fatal of political mala-
diow.  Still more strikinelv was divine assistance manifested, in the sudden,
tho alinost miraculeus transition from the jeiousics, weakness and discord
of the confederation, to the confidence, strenoth and harmony of the Con-
stittion.  How surprising is it, that, the very Siate Governments, the very
&.ate communities, which had been so suspicious even of the imbecility ot
th- ol:d Conaress: whieh had heen suehmisers in conferring power on de-

fegates under a perpetual league; which had denicd in so many forms, that.

* Note A.
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cach could or would trust any but itself; which had granted only some
powers indispensable to War and Forcign Relations, but withheid the most
essential to peace, union and prosperity at home; which had so often, wil-
fuly, and dishonorably broken their own engagements, and disabled Con-
gress from keeping theirs; which had beheld, without shame or remorse,
and almost without dismay, the fatal consequences of their own folly and
unfaithfulness; how truly surprising is it, that snch Legislatures and com-
munities, should have adopted a Constitution, in all its most important fea-
tures, the reverse of the Confederation!

But there is another reflection, still better calculated to inspire both
awe and gratitude; and to plant in our souls the deepest conviction of a
divine superintendance in the aflairs of Nations, and espccialy of our
own. Look, on the one hand, at the distracted state of our country; at
the ruin of public credit; at the ascendency of staie interests and local
leaders; at the loss of confidence at home and of character abroad; at the
absence of harmony in counsel and cnergy in actiory; at Washington in
retirement; in a word, at the absolute failure.and incurable weakness of
the Confederation. Turn’ then, and lvok on the other hand, at the
gigantic power and demoniac spirit of the French Revolution, polluted by
robberies and murders— countless in number, fiendish in character, atro-
cious in guilt, beyond all that is on the records of history. JT'he very year
(1787,) which produced the call of the Notables at Paris, the first popular

e il - ——————

o “*‘St‘ep'tb*Wa'fd?tlIe”REvﬁlmi’f’)‘ﬁ, behield the meéting of our Convention at

Bhiladelphia to form the Constitution. The very year (1788,) which saw
the establishiment of the Clubs in France, the most bloody and remorseless
engins of her republican tyrants, was cinployed by IHamilton, Madison
and Jay, in composing the Federalist,* and by eight of the States in deé-
bating and adopting the Constitution.t Still more remarkable is it, that
the very year (1789,) which displayd the American Pcople calmly, peace-
ably administering in the organization of their new government, that Con-
stitution, exhibited in France the horrors and enormities at the Bastile in
Julv, and at Versailles in August: and the conversion of the three orders

k .

C - w r v v vZiany FESL ' T I
Assembly. And what but a special Providence could have drawn forththe
reluctant Washington from the tranquility of Mount Vernon,to lead us on-
ward,in his ownserene confidence in God,throughthe storms ofa Revolution,
more dangerous to our free institutions, than all the usurpations and op-
pressions of a British King.f Look now at the discord and weakness of
our country: at her hatred of tyrants, at her enthusiazm in the cause of
liberty; at her attachments to France and her resentments against England.
Turn then to the Giant Demon of the French Revolution, of fearful energy
and Atheist creed, reckless in spirit and savage in passions, and who will
doubt, that;. nothing but the Constitutiou of ’89, with- Washington as our
President, rescued the freedom and.religion of this country from the most
powerful and desperate of mortal enem.es? Our ruin, as a free, educated,
Christian, peaceful people, but for this wonderful interposition, was inevi-
table. And is there a heart in this assembly, that. is not filled with over-
. . N
' * NoteB- t NoteC. N gmé D.
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tlowing aratitnde, as it hreathes in foar and trembling the sentiment of the
Psalinist, Fhis s llu: Lovd’s doings it is marvelous in our eyes!”

But the recorl of pnm:h-nlinl (’lh[l(‘llmltlun closes not here. We
have remarkd the mtmmlnnu transition, from the Articles of Confeders
tion (0 the Constitution,  Not less astonishing was the support \\IIIGIIHH]I
i people gave to Washington’s Administration, when we reflect on tiwe
recent jealonsy of power and on owr svmpithies with France;y on the de-
ciston aud energy, the unity o purpose, iand independenee of spirity tha
feirless patriotisin and uational measares, which chivracterized that meme-
rable wra. Who indeed buat Washington had the saerifices and serviees,
the parity of character, the wniversality of influenee, the moral conrvace,
that were indispensable to the champion of God and Man, against the Ja-
cobins and Atheists of the French Revolation?

Yassing onward in onr history, we cannot deoubt; when we review all
the prefiminary circomstances of the late war, and ”IL relation of that war
1o the Furopean contest, in the opinion of the Dethroners of Napoleon,
that 1ts fortunate and carly termination may well be accounted another
cxample of providential interference.  Is it not wonderful, that the con-
querers of an cuemy, so powerful and adious, having re-established the
ancient order of thines, and founded anew 1lw Dvnastics of Furopean
Royalty, should not have bheen disposed to wreak their vengeance on the
Republic of America, in veturn for our having Kindled the Freneh Revo-
hution, and deelared t]mt wir, #s they may w ¢l have believed, in co-ope-

vation with-their-mortab-foel—With-the-command-of~ tw ﬁ"‘mﬂlrns* of~sols

daiers, and more than twelve handred ships of war, had they become intoxi-
cated with their suceess, and listened 1o their natural jL‘i’-lI(HIH.\' of freedem,
and to their nataral resentiments against us, what must have heen our peril,
and how must we regard our preservation from the calamitios of such a
war, as a fresh claim on our sratitude to heaven!  And when a second
time, we escaped  the perilous trial that awaited us, had Napoleon {led
to the United States, and been demanded of our Gmumnmll an we hut
wcknowlege that his having heen baflled and compelld to :-,mu,ndur._. wWere
eminently fortunate for our countryl  Shall we then scruple to confess

the_hand of Providenee in these an:

Country or to Ewrope?  Accustomed as T have been, and trust 1 over
shall be, to recognize a divine Ruler in the affairs of men, and to adore
his mvisible power, in the administration of the moral government of the
avorld, T cannot close this retrospect, withont declaring, that such is my
tnflexible opinions 1 delight to regard our country as a conspicuous part
in the machinery of tlmt gover nment, and destind to more important and
olorios achievements in the cause of Religion and Peace, of Education,
Freedom and Civilization, than any community_that.ever- (rl\lﬂt(,f]-——wl o
gard her as a chief instrument in the hands of Providence, to regen-
erate, enlighten and christianize the people of every land.

L(.t me now recur to the ASra of 1787, the formation of the Consti-
tution. We have already seen the utmordmary state of opimions and
feelings, which preceded the meeting of that Convention; and. we all
know, that their embarrasments and difficulties were uw\plcsml)lc. I\‘e} |

iournal, no record even of the debates could exhibit a faithful picture o

!.
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their nnmber and intricacy.  Fortnnately for them and for ns, as Washe
hecton has said i his letter to the Governors ol the States in June 178:,9
“I'he foundation of onr Ewpire wis not laid i the-gloomy age of tynovitee
A superstition, but at an epochay when the vights ot mankid weee better
understood and move clearly defined, than at aony former periods "Fhe
rescarches of the human mind, afier social apoingss, bad been carrtad
to st wreat exteat, the treasnees oft knowlege, wequived by the labores of
l"luluwpln-rs, Saves and Legislaors, throtgh o lony suecession ol yoars,
werr id open for on e, and their collected wisdom could ho b pily
caployed in the establislunent of onr forms of voverament. Vhe free cul-
tivittion of letters, the unhounded extension ol conmneree, the progressive
relinement of manners, the srowinge liberality of sentiment, and above all,
the pure and henien licht of Revelaiion, hins b o meliorating influence on
menkind sand inereased the hiessings of Nociety, A this suspieious period,
the People of the United States came into existence as a Nation,” Yet,
notwithstandinge these timmense advantages from abroad, and with others
creater than all these at home, vize owr own practised sagacity and long
exnericnce in the administeation ot the Colomial Governments, and ol'the
Federative Systems of 1775 and 17785, the Coavention, as Franklin himsclt
told them, h: tr.l made “small progress after four or five weeks close attens
:_Luu.v and continual reasonings with cacliother. M Judge Wilson, aputher
of the dages of that Aswmnhl\, has vecorded as his experience that *“Lhe
oreal- mnl 18 ¥ lkmir at_ Linmes seeme (l to bo at o sty at other times, 1ts
motions scemd to be retroarade. At the couclusion however of our work,
many of the members expressd their astonisimant at the success with
which it had terminated.”t |
T'o have organized small commuanities with a small tervitery, wus 23
teamed such an achievment as to immortalize the nnmes of Ly curgnsand
sSolon, of Romulus and Numa., The ill-constructed federations of antigeity
andl of Modern Earope, have secnred to the Amohietyonic Union, to the
Achwean League and Liveinn Conlederiey, to the Helvete and Batavun
wpuhllu, sgme ot the l)ll‘rlltcht ttml maost ¢ l(.)(]ll("ll niees ol history. Yet,

AVITLAT —the tes _of - Madison,l] Fr mHm aed Wilson, were
welehd the balanee and fownd wi mting, L iy remarkadide ;zlw, thut all
who wrote or spoke on the subject, avreed in the upmmu it Heaven
had crownd all its other blessings, by sivine uy a fairer opportunity tor -
political happiness than any other nation had ever heen tavord with,”'8
All were ullmlv unanimoits in the sentiment, that the et ':“ll””ll. for
liberty in tins country, should 1t be UIIHIIL(L:\INI would pmb..uﬂy be the last,
which she would bave for her existence and plmpvrllv ia any part of the
elobe.”( Equaly common was the sentimenty that “unmerous States,
yet unformd, and myriads of the human race who will inhabit regions
hitherto uncultivated were to he aflected by the result of their [lrouwd-
ines. I Such was the solemn and trving situation of that Conveution.

Never did a body of men coine t together under circumstances better calen-

* 5 Ma=h, 43, t 1, Wrankl. Wha p. 474, t 1. Elog. UL S0 1L
| Note F. & 5. Marsh, Wash. 43,

f 1. Eloq. U. 8. p. 15. 1, franld. Wke 475, 5. Ma.sh, 171:
E:l 1" Em U! S
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lated to fill them w'th a relizious awe, with a deep distrust of themsclves
and with painful uncertainty as o the result of their labors. The Congress
of 1776 was sustaind and impelld onward by the external pressure of
imperious necessity, by the spirit of the people, and the excitement of the
times: nay, by the very dangers that surrounded them, and by the triumphs
they had already won. But the Convention of 1/b7, et ander circums-
stances that would have filld with despair, any other body of men, less
calin and patient, less wise, thoughttul and discreet; less profound in
knowlege, thinking and reasoni.g; less pure, elevated and fervent in pa-
triotism. ‘Theirs was the task

“To form a public, to the general good
“~ubmitung, noing and eonducting all,

“IPor this the ™2 enncd met, the full”
“T'he free and ¥ m]} represenfed whole.

“For th.s they mxun’d the holy guardian laws,
“Distinguist.ed powers; animated arts,

«And witlh jomt force oppression chaining, sct
«Imperial Justice at the helm, yet stll

‘“To them accouniable.”

The Convention found little or no assistanece from the Governments of
Antiquity or those of Modern Europe.  In none of them did they discover
the great principles that were indispensible to the strength and harmony,
the independence and prosperity of our Union. They sought in vain for
an exampie of a ConrepEraTE REPUBLIC, as distinguished from a mere
Confederacy of Kepublics; for no one presented the spectacle of *an As-
semblage of Societies, that constituted a-NEw oNE, capable of encreasing
by means of further association.”® Their scarch was equaly unsuccesful
for an Imstance of a government, in which *the vigor and decision of a
wide spreading Monarchy, may be joined to the frcedom and beneficence
of a contracted republic;”t for they discoverd no examples of a Federal
System, establishd over an imperial extent of tez;piﬂory,j: nor of one which
had fulfilld 1t’s first great object the protcction of it’s members.)] They
sought equaly in vain for an example of the SUPREMACY OF THE POPULAR
wILL, as secured by a clear, simple, well defined, written Constitution,
created by and for the Pcople; nor could they discover any where, the all
important idea of a ConsTiTUTION, as distinguished from, and surREME
OVER THE LAW-MAKING POWER.§ Nor was it less fortunate, when they
sought the model of *‘a supreme power lodged somewhere, to regulate and
‘govern the GENERAL concerns of the confederate republic, ““without which
no union could _be of long duration;”§] altho’ they met with abundant
proofs both at home and abroad of federative systems, in which “thirteen
different bodies judged of the measures of Congress,”’{7 and the striking
absurdity followd, “that the contracting powers were as numerous as the
varying interests.”**  Not less in vain did they seek for an example of a
Confederacy in which the laws of the GENErRAL Government acted imme-

¥

* Mont. Sp. L. B 9, ¢, 1, t 1. Eloq. U. S.13. { Note F.
I 1. Elog. U. 8. 121, 130, 142. § 1. FI oq U. 8. 18. T 5. Marsh. 47,
[ 1. Elog. U. S, 24. ** 1.El 0g: U.S. dl.
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diately on the people individualy;* and not as requisitions or rather re-
quests (o the potitical bodies that composed the Union, in their corporate
capacity.t They sougtit in vain for the light of "experieace on the just
principles of REPRESENTATION; for, (asJudge Wilson has remarked) ¢“'Lie
doctrin of represeatation in govermment was altogether unknown to the
Ancients:f and the more they examind, the more they were convinced,
“t0 what a narrow corner o: the British Constitution, the principle of re-
presentation was confined.”]|  “The Ancient Democracies” says Alexin~
der Hamilton, “in which the People themselves deliberated, never pos-
sessed one feature of good government.  Their very character was tyrany,
their fivure deformity.”§  Ard the English Government, the best and
soblest in theory and l)I‘dLliCG that ever existed i the Old World, cxip-
bited a scheme of representation su unjust, unequal and corrupt, as to be
I no proper sense a system of popular representajon.  Equaly in vata ¢ id
they scek for an instance of the construction of & DOUBLE LEGISLATIVE
department, on principles direcly or indirectly purely popular, without a
tinge of aristocracy in the one, withuut the ignorance, tolly and passions of
pure democracy ia the other.  How vain, how idle was their search for an
example, ancient or modern, in which different Siates had “displayd the
true greatness of soul, the genuine love ot liberty, the enlarged wisdem
and the Christian spirit of moderation, compromise and brotherly love,
which deeply felt and firmly ordained that, “The few, must yield to the
many,”’{| that “The particular must be sacrificed to lhe seneral iner-
est”’ 7= that, “The small good ought never to oppose the great one’**
thrat, ““T'he head, suflering the control of the members, has ¢ver proved a
{ruitful source of commotions and disorders.”7}

Aud how did the Conveation escape from the difficulties that surronnd-
ed them; from the embarrasments that impeded their progress, which ever
way they turned? “We indecd,” said Franklin to the Convention, “after
four or five weeks consultation, we indeed seem to feel our own want of
political wisdom; for we have been running all about in search of it. We
have gone back to ancient history for models of government and examined
the different forins of those republics, which having been originaly formed
with the seeds of their own dissolution, now, no lenger exist: and we have
viewed modern States all round Europe, but find none of their Constitu-
tions suitable to our circumstances.” Such was the situation of those dis-
creet and sagacious patriots, who deserved far more than the founders of
the Confederation, to be calld, in the language of Washington, ¢The col-
lected wisdom of the continent.” Then it was, that, “groping as it were
in the dark, to find political truth, and scarce able to distinguish it, when
presented, » Franklin, the admlrable Franklin, tho® not himself plofessmg
to be a Christian, arose and said to the P resldent ‘‘In this situation of this
assembly, how has it happened, sir, that we have not hitherto once thought
of humbly applying to the FATHER OF LIGHTS to illuminate our understand-
ings? In the beginning of the contest with Britain, when we were sensible
of danger, we had daily prayers in this room for the divine protection—

* 1 Vol Eloq U S 26. 1 1 do. 21,124, 1 do. 7. | 1do. 8.

6 1do. 27, 49 37. 1 1 do. 5. 03 1do.57:; ** 1do. 48
1t 1do.53 .
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Qur prayers were heard, and they were eracionsty answered.  All of us
who were engaged m that str uggle must have observed fre quent mstances
of a aupeuuwudmg Providence in our favor. To that kind Previdence
we owe this happy opportunity of consulting in peace, on the means of
astablishing our tutire national felicity. 1 have lived, sir, a long time,
and the lun'rm 1 live, the more convincing proofs I sce of tlus truth, that
{301 GOVERNS IN THE AFFAIES oF MEN, aud if a sparrow canuot fallto the
ground without his notice, is it probable that an lumpire can rise without
his aid?  We have been assured, sir, in the sacred writings, that “except
the Liord build the house, they labor in vain that build it,” and 1 firmly
behieve tlhus: and T also bellc o, that, without his concurring aid, w. snall
enceeed i this pulltlwl undertaking no better thun the builders of Babel.
We shall be divided by our lLittle pmtem’ local iuterests; our projects will
be confounded:. and we ourselves siall become areproach and @ by-word
down to future ages. 1 therefore beg leave to move, that, he neetorth,
prayers, lmplolmo' the assistance of [leaven, and its blessings on our deli-
hcmtwns, be held in this asscmbly every morning, before we proceed o
business, “and that one or more of the clergy of this city be requested to
efliciate 1n that service,” ™

What a rebuke was this to the Christians 1 that Convention, what a
aolemn lesson to the Patriots and Statesmen of our cwn country, as long as
this Nation shall endure! Assuredly the Christian, nav, the very 'Uheist may
well believe, without the imputation of credulity or enthustazing that the
Father of Lights, in rebuke to his own Servants, in mercy to our Fathers,
in loving kindness to their descendents, gave, himsclf, this unpulse to
Franklin’s mind. Thus viewd, how sublime, how solemn, how aflecting
arce his situation and words!  And is there a heart in this assembly, that
does not leap with joy, at the thought, that reason and relicion sanction our
belief, that God hLimself, the Author and Giver of ¢very vood und perfect
rift, condescended thus to teach aANoTHER cuosen ProrLe, Toem weak-
ness, dependence and duty, and ms power, wisdom and loee?

Ifat this solemn moment, some Layman had bheen found 1 that aucust
assembly, bold cuough to style the clergy, **those avaricious, ambitious,
fraudulent and impudent impostors, the Christian Priests’t that with them,
“Religion was a Trade,”t and **Sunday their day of' labor;”t that “all
public prayer is forbidden by Christ,” expressly by words as well as by
precept:t If such a Layman had thus arisen, and declared to that a.-
sembly “the whole ceremony is 4 farce,and you know it,”’t how would that
venerable man have beeu appalld at the self-stiled **bold and fearless
honesty’ of one, who could thus ridicule public worship, and denounce the
Christian clergy, as “hired praycr mongers,’'t as “fraudulent priests!”’f—
But thanks be to “the Father of Lights,” the Atheizin of the French Re-
volution, had not yet decreed, that there is no God, and that death is an
eternal sleep. 'Thanks to the same Mighty and Merciful Being, America
had not as yet, been calld to mourn over that adopted Son, who dared,
against her will and desire, to calculate for a uniTED PrOPLE, the value of
their Union, for a CuristiaN ProrLE, the value of PusrLic PRAYER!

* 1. Vol. Frankl. Wkr. 474.
? To any Mewmber of Congress, by A. Layman, p. 11, 12,

[
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The proposition of Frankhin prevaild: the incense of daily praver,
ascended to the throne of Infinite Wisdom, Power and Goodness. —1s them
a4 being who hears me,y too proud to acknowlege, or ton skepticul to believe,
with I l.lem, that tlw cfiectual fervent prayer of a rizhteous man availeth
much!™  And in this ']M.(‘l]]l)l\, who will refuse to believe, that from the
sor] of Frankiin hiselt, in the spirit of another Centurion, the prayer ot
faith and hope asce nded “for a memorial before God?”  The result must
convinee us, that the supplications of our Cornelius and of his fellow-wor-
shipers, were “had in remembrance before God.”  Order arose out of
chaos: Licht, out of darkness; Discord was excliineed for Unanimity; the
jealous, proud and selfish States, became hound to each other, as by the
indisoluble hond of perpetual wedlock,  Then the Declaration, wiser, more
sublime and aftecting than the Declaration of Tndependence, went forin to
the world,  ““We, the Leuple of the United States, in order to forin a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide
for the common defence, promote the ﬂruwm] welfure, and secure the bless-
ings of liberty to oursclves and onr posterity, do ordain and establish
this Constitution for the United States of America.”  That Constitution
under the blessine of Heaven, has hitherto secured to us, at home, liberty,
safety and prosperity; dll“Odd, independence, respect and dd'nn.umn al-
together une xampled 1 the history of the world.®  Such a Pwplf‘, S0
sinoularly privilesed, so eminently blessd, ought to engrave upon their
heavts, as the volder rules, equaly of the Citizen and the Ruler , the senti-
ments of Washington’s Inaugural Address.””—No People can be hound to
acknowlege and adorc the invisible hand, which conducts the afiairs of
men, more than the Peopie of the United States.  Everv step, by which
they have advanced to the character of an Independent Nation, seems to
have been distinenished by some token of providential agency. And in
the important revolution, just accomplished in the system of heir united
goverument, the tranquil deliberation and voluntary consent of so,many
distinet communities from which the event has resnlicd, cannot L®com-
pared with the means by which most governments have bheen established,t
without some retien of pious pratitude.  These reflections, arising out of
the present erisis, have iurced themselves too stronoly on my mmd to be
supprest. You will join with me, I trust, in thmlxmg, that there are none
under the mfluence of which the l)rOC("PleC'& of a new and free govern-
ment can more auspicionsly commence.”  May such ever be the senti-
ments of United America! Then will she go forward, calinnly, securely’
in her glorious career, the ouly example the world has ever seen, of a Free,
Educated, Peaceful, Christian People, the only model of a Confederate
Repuhlxc.

I have said, that the first duty of Americans, is to confess with an in-
flexible faith, a 511])1'01110 Director in the affairs of Nations—their next, to
acknowlege with humility and gratitude, *“The frcquent instances of a
Superintending Providence in their favor;” but above all, to believe, that
the Constitation, ordaind by the People of the United States, 1s in the
cye, both of reason and religion, the gift of that Supreme Director, and

* Note G. t 5. Marsh, 189
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the highest proof of that Superintending Providence. The THiRD great
duaty of Amer.cans s taen, to cling to the Constirurion, as the best safe-
guard of our UxioN and to that UNiox ¢s THE HIGHLST SECURITY Jor
iranquity and frecdom at home, for peace respectability and indepen-
dence abroad. In order to form a just estimate of this duty, let us devote
a fow moments to the reception of that Constitution.®  Alexander Hamil-
ton, tne most profound and sagacious of American Statesmen, the right-
anp of Washiagton’s Adminiswation, remarked in the Convention of New
Yor., 1t is more easy for the human mind to calculate the evils than tie
wlvantages of a measure, and vasily more natural to apprehend the dan-
ger, than 1o see the necessity of yiving power to our rulers.”t  Hence, the
Chastitntion was assaild, as having sprung from usurpation of power in
the Conveariom;d  as anthilating our treaties;f as substituting a consolida-
ted governmeant for a confederacy;i and as having cffected a rovolution as
radical as that which scparated us from Great Britain.’f  The people
w.ie taughr, that, “the rights ¢f conscience, trial by Jury, liberty of the
press, all their immunities andyfranchises, all pretensions to human rights
and priviieges, were rendered insecure, if not lost;’f that Congress might
reduce the whole representation ot the Union to thirteen members;”|| that
“U did not leave the States, the means of defending their rights, or of wa-
gy wiur against tyrants;”’|] and that they would have ““a standing Army to
exccute the execrable comunands of Tyrany.”|] 'Uhe people were also
tasiant, with all the zeal of honost conviction, and all the vehemence of in-
dignant declamation, that “the features of the Constitution, were horribly
frigatful,”’§ that among other deformities, it had an awful squinting to-
wards Monarchy,” that the “President megst casily bucome a King;”’§
that “the Army would salw' 2 Linn Monarei,”’§ Jhat ““ihe democratice branch
would possess aonz of tue pubuic contidence:”§ that thcre was ““no true
respousibiity on the part of Congress;"§ and the most powertul and clo-
quent of the adversaries of the Coustitntion, in the vehemence of his in-
dignation, declared,$] 1 would uxvixvrevy rather, ond I am sure, most of
this Convention are of the same opinion, have ¢ KinG, Lorps and Com-
MoNS, than a Government so répleie with such insupportable coils.” {7
T'o this seatiment, t) as in our day, so unaccountable, so marvelous,
so uanatural, let us oppose fnat of Thomas Jeflerson, in his first inaugu-
ral address.  “¢ It there be any among us who would wish to dissolve the
UNwnw or to change s RErusLicaNy rory, let them stand andisturbed,
as monuments of the safely, with which error of opinion may be tolera-
ted where reason is left free to combat 1t** Aad reason did combat and
conquer umlder the same Providential blessing, which had been so liberaly
bestowd on this country for two ceniurics.  The people of the United
States, with calinness, moderation and wisdom, discussd the great ques-
tion between the Confederationists and the Constitutionalists. The latter
prevaud, and their triumph, won by the weapons of Reason and Elo-

quence, of Wisdom, Experience and Public Virtue, was a triumph more-

* Note H. { 1. Blnq. U.S. 610 I LEoq U.S.p 75 74,77,
| 1. Elog . 8. 80, 81, 37, § 1. Ciug. U. S, 94, 95, 96, 97.
7 1 Do. 45, 53" Pres. Sp. 163. ** Note L.
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sublime and elorions, than all the achicviments of the freeman wartin
in the ancient and the modern world, W ho cun contemplate the batle
ficlds, where statesmen, oratos and pariots, philosophers and civilians,
seholars and divines, fought mind to mind, in the thirteen Founder States
of this glurious Union, and not acknowlege the moral grandeur and
heauty ol the scene to be unrivald in the history of our race!  Who would
compare with it, cven for a moment, the consultations” of the Grecian
States to wave war agiinst L'roy, or wpul the invasions of Xerxes? Can
you find a ]mmlul in Helvetic or Batavian councils, in the measures of the.
vallant Hugonots, of the proud Barons of Runnymede, or of the Parla-
ment, that called William and Mary to the English throne?

The People of the United bl.lws, listend not to the encomiasts of
the Confederation and the denouncers of the Constitution. They d(lUll{Ld
this, and abandoned that, we trust torever. Who, when he bebaolds their
passions, prejudices and local selfishness, all overruled for good to them,
to their posterity and to the whole world, is not ready to achnowlege, thiat
ihis transition, so dignified and calin, so entirely wlunmly and rational,
s amony the wost remarkable proots of a providential imerposition in our
behdf? Guided by the superior wisdom and patriot influence of Wash-
inerton, Hamilton, Franklin and Jay; of Madison, Sherman, Rutledee and
the Pinckne ys, the People of the United States believd and bubstfmtmly
declared by this Constitution, that the communities which compose a con-
federate republic must “surrender to 1ty a part of their political indenen-
dence,”¥ that it is proper to give minute attention to the interests of all
the parts;® “hut that there was a duty of still hicher import, 1o feel and
to show a predominating vegard to the mterests of the whole:”t that *ub-
solute acquicscence in the decisions of the wmajority is the vital principle
of Republics, from which there is no appeal but to force, the viial princi-
ple and immediate parent of despotsin™] ““and that it is essential the
interest and authority of the whole comnmunity should be binding on every
part of 1%} "Che people believd and declared by that instrument, that it
was indispensable “to enable the national laws to operate on individuals
the same srauner as those ol the States;”}] that when they had “formd a
Constitution of free principles, when they had given a proper balance to
the difterent branches of Administration, and fixed representation upon
pure and cqual princinles, they might with satety furnish it with all the
powers, necessary (o answer in the most ample mamer the purpeses ot
government:”’}; that when “they had strongly connected the virtue of their

rulers with their futerests, when in short, they had rendered their sysian
as perfect as human forms can be, they must place confidence, they must
vive power;”y] but that ““to talk of tyrany,$ and the subversion ot then
liberties, was to speak the language of enthusiazm. ™|

The people of the United States, accordingly establishd a double
logislature, equaly independent while in oflice, of the people and the Le-
agislatures of the States: they ““instituted one branch, peculiarly endowd
with sensibility”]] to the popunlar will, “another, with knowlege and tirin-
ness. || Phey invested these houses with all the Hnportant powers, as Lo

* 1. l':lnq. U, 8 p.db. t 1 Lo UL 801 ¢ Prs.Sp.p. I
41 Blog Uos o th2e 60 G112 5t § Note Iy,
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‘Both foreien and domestie relations, which ho]nnc to a Canstifution, as
distinguishd from a Treaty: toa Jorernment 2. istinguishd from a Con-
federacy: and to one P’caple, forming one anIU?? as distincuishd from

many. Thcy prohibited to the Staies, all the correspondent powers, which
could conflict wi:h thie free and indepiendent exercise of those, which they
granted to Conuress. They ordaind an ixecutive dolnrtmem, and placed
in it, the Chiof Macistrate of the Naiion, the representative of their digni-
ty and power abroad: of their a: llhumv, justice and mercy at home. They
és:ablishd one Supreme Tribunal asd clothed it with ]umdlcuon maore
augnst, important and interestin ., thain anv Court ever possessed; over
¢ases and controversies the most diynified and momentous; over the Arts
of the very Legislature and Excen ive of the Unionj over States, Ambasa-
do:s, Citizens and Foreiyn- rs. Thov declared, that Treason against the
Lmtcd States, <hould consist in levving War against them: and as ticir
laws acted on individuals, without regard to office or influence, they drew
no distinction hetween the Odicers and Citizens of States, acting under her
Am]mrity and those who acted without or againsi it.  I'licy declared the
citizens of each Siate, to be citizens of all, and demandcd from each, &
paramount alegiance to the governm nt founded by ail, for the good of all,
and administerd by the representatives ot all. They provided for the ad-
mission of new States into (heir perpetnal Unions the most glorious Sister-
hoodof Free States, that History has reco-ded. They guaranteed to every
Qt-1temRepuhlman form of Gove rnmenty they plmlﬂ'odm cach the nation-
al protection acainst domestic violence and invasion; they redeemd ihe
faith of the Confcderation, whethier plichted to its creditors or to foreign
States, and ordaind alternative tribunals to originate and decide on amend-
ments.  Lastly, in correspondence with the power and majesty of that
authority which had said, “We, the Praple of the United States do ordain
and estabhish this Constitnnion,” theyv declared, that this Constitution and
the Liaws of the United States, which shall be made in pursuance thereof,
and all treaties made or which shali be made under the Authority of the
United States, shall he the Supreme Law of the Land; and the Judees in
every State shall be bound therebyv, anyv thinge in the Cnmtxtutmn or Lau
of any State to the contrary, notwithstanding.”  And as tho’ to leave no
doubt of the supremacy of the jurisdiction, Executive, Legislative and Ju-
dicial, which thev had thus created, they finished this, the model govern-
ment for all Nations, by deerecine an Oath of universal official obligation.
““The Senators and Representatives hefore mentioned, and the members of
the several State Levislatures, and all Executive and Judicial Officers,
both of the United States and of the several States, shall be hound by oach
or affirmation to sopport this Constitution.”

Such is the government, ordaind by the people of this country for
themselves and their posterity, and destind, the more it is known and the
better it is understood, to hecome the model government of all nations,
T have coxczivp* it, implics a higher order of intcleet, a more compre~
hensive wizdom, amore enlarged foresight, than to have conceivd the De-
elaration of Independence. To have rasHionD it, step by step, from ite
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siuhryo state; to the matunty and perfection of its manhood, exhibitei
more Proictnd pulosvney, more consumindl. sniiy, ald @ dicher experie
ence in pehtins,than to have framed the L cclaranoyn ot Independence, Ta
have PROPCSED it tu a people, who bad sent thew. to reform and not to cree
ate, to {ae people of the Stawes, ~o jealous o power and watchful over
rights, so full of State pride, j.r judice and suspiaon, was @ manifestation
ot moral courage in the Convention, far cxcecang that of the Cong ress
of 17706, when ¢ with a fiin reliance on Divine l’wuduncu, they muiue
aly pledgd to each other, * iheir lives, their toriunes and their sacred
honer.”  To have aporTeED thai Constitution, was a more ilustrious in-.
stance of popular sclf-sacrifice, a nobler examyple of sclf-denial, a more
striking prooi of self-conque rod passion and prejudice, than lllsmly has
ever recorded. To have ADMINISTERD that government with justice and
dizni y ::..hmad; with enerev, wisdem, moderation and equity at home; to
hav. wade the American R ‘public more glorious, more venerable, more
love iy than aught iu the ansals of mankiud : and the name of Amuruan

B Flis more pmml and precious, than that +f Greek, or Roman, or Bruml,
w.o the heaven-appuianted privilege and reward of Washington,  To have
er -ated, adopted, executed, susrmitted to such a government, was worthy
of & pcuph who knew thi covernment derives 1ts ¢ just powers from the
consent of the sovernd ' e ¢ it is the richt of the people to alter or to
atolish 1t, and to institut> a new voversm:nt,”® Thus to have acted, was
worthy ot a people who knew, 1wt ¢ fur a people wanting to themselves,
there 15 no remedy: from their power, diere is no appeal: to their error,
there is no superior principle of correciion.,”t Thus to have acted, was
the highest proof that man s ever given of lis capacity for self governe
ment: and 13 the most striking fiustration of the [mllﬁ value and authority
of the maxim, ** Trust Tue Prourie.”’ '

I have said, that the third duty of Americans, was to cling to the
Constitution, as tite highest security for our Union; to the Union, as the
best sateguard of Liberty. Their rovrTu duty, next to our Country, the
Constitution and the Union, is to love, honor and reverence the charccter
and memory of Washington; and to esteem, as thie very test of a pure and
lofty patriotism, conformity to his principles and practice,

GENTLEMEN OF TIHE WASHINGTON SOCIETY.

Let me enjoin it especialy on vou, to cherish and ilustrate this ercas
duty of Americans, Itis your privilege to bear the most precious and ves
nerable name, that man ever conferd on a Socicty of his fellow men. Shall
-1t not then, be your office, to bear ever about vou the spirit which inade
Washington, T FIRST oF AMERICANS, THE Farner or nis CouNTRY;
FIRST IN WAR, FIRST IN PLACE, FIRST IN THE HEARTS oF 111 COUNTRY-
MEN?  And what is that spirit?  Read it in the history of the past.  Tluse
trate and honor it, in the history of the present and the future. Philoso-
phy has nothing more admirable for symmetry, wizdom and virtue: poetry
and eloquence have nothing more commanding and attractive than the life
of Washington, That lite teaches you, in tis own language, tiat he made

* Decl. of Independ. ¥ 1 ¥Flog. U, 8. 190
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it *his earnest praver 1o God,”™ U0 dispose il 1o uo eetiees to ove
mercy and to demean ourselves with that charity, hamility and pacitie
temper of mind, which were the eharacteristies of the divine anthar of ony
blessed religion, without a humble imitation of whose example in these
things, we can never hape to he a happy Nation’® It teaches von (o
believe the moral government of God in the world, his empire over nitions,
and his special providence in favor of our conntry. It teaches you, thas
tof all the dispositions and hahits which lead to politieal prosperity, reh-
gion and movality are indispensable snpporis”t that in vain wonld thi
man claim the tribute of patrintism, who should tabor to subvert these oreat
pillars of human happiness, these (irmest props of the dities of men and
citizens:”f and that we must, “with caution indulee the sapposition, that
morality can be maintained withont religion.”™d  T'hat life teaches von to
reverence, as well as to love the People; to trasty as welb as to serve and
obey them: to bear with their passions, to respect their prejudices, and to
forgive their injuries and injustice. Tt equaly teaches you, that the Pen.
ple, if they wander from the paths of political wisdom err, but are not eri-
minal: that the capacity for self=gnvernment, in our iniricate and extend-
ed system, can be perfectly developd and redaced to practise, anly when
their Rulers are distinguishd by purity of motive and fidelit o condurey:
by a spirit of moderation, disinterestedness, candor and pagnanimity
There may vou learn, the inestimable trath, the solemn lesson, that the
dangcr in our Republic lies, not in o Peornr, forthey are honest and
patriotic; but in the selfishness andambition, in the corruption and intricue,
in the reckless passions, in the prejudices and self-sufliciency of Ruvnins.
in that life, may you read, that the good sense and virtue of the people,
unobscured and uupoiunted by the acts of’ the Demagogue and the resent-
ments of the disappointed and violent, are inexhaustible fountains of pub-
lic spirit, prosperity and glory.  And there may yon also read, how hostije
to the hest interests of the People, arc those wha agitate and excite thein;
who appeal to their passions and selfishness, to their jealousy and prejudi-
ces; who alarm their fears and kindle their resentments; who eount as
secondary considerations, the holy bonds of Union, the sacred ties of
brotherly love; who have not the courage, the honesty or the wizdom, to
appeal to their good sense, patriotism and justice: who while they profess to
be thewr servants and friends—bpARE NOT TRUST THE PEoOPLE. There may
you learn, how dishonorabic to our country and to public men, how injuri-
ous io national morals, how degrading to the Press, are biticrness and ridi-
cule, the savage, reckless spirit of political 1ntolerance, slander and vio-
Jence; the denunciation of our Rulers, as Tyrants, the proscription of
our Brethren, as Enemies. The Administration of Washington, will teach
vou, that a temperate, disinterested, manly, conscientious opposition to the
mcasures 'of government, is among the noblest of public virtues, among the
highest of public duties: that an opposition, marked by violence and.abuse,
by prejndice, and exageration, and hateful passions, is a crime against God
and our Country; but that ‘“no combination of designing men under lica-
ven, wlil be cabable of making a Government unpopular which in its prin-

* 5 Marsh. 57. t 5 do. G99.
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career witl adso teach von, “thint widhont an entirve cm\..nrnmv {o the spint
of the U non, we caonnot exist as i) tmdependent POWET, “oandinthewhaie
e of Washineston, may von helold embodied the spirit of American fr-
sututions, orave, anrlrtlnl Al patient; IuH of windom and modetration:
of mavnimimity and disinterestednesss of joustice, purity and brotheric
love.  OF sueh o man, we eannot feed ton “mni as our countrvman. ! oog
<iiehy o man, we cannot eultivate tao deen i sense of gr atitude and ver -
tion, as a Ruler and Patriot-Father, as a model of daty and nsefuiness in
publie and private lite, .

Such, Gentemen, of the Washinoton Soriety, is the patterm vou feororge,
selected asa standard foe vour principles, as 2 lam! 1o vour paths: whed-
or s clttzens i soeid and domesie nlv Or s R{!I\Elllih of the People in
publie stitions, May vou be Gihifal to the pledge vou have given 1o 15
cominumity, to Carolma, to your whole Con (Y, lw .ulnptmg as the m’:-
of vour |ih!lll"l"ll A Name, sa s pothess and venerals ]l}' “a name, inexornhly
hostile: to all the ares of INEIrae el cortuption, to the selfisiiness rf"w-
bition and the violence of ovil passions. May 3 vou redeem that p]w
most hanorahly (o vourselvee, moest h;r!n.mwlv {nr VOUr country M:—t}'
con redeem it magnanimonsiy, holdly and frankly, for the sake ni Yo
selves and of your latest posterity. Inflnenced by these sentiments, ana
instratine them by a correspondent practice, Carolina shall have resson
o hail vou the most faithful and affectionate of her children, as in thougi,
word and deed, the dise iples of Washington,

The last ereat daty of Anericans, is, to reverence and cultivate the
essential, vital spirit of American institntions. How lamentably bave wo
crrd in tlns respect, "rrrnpx roin the dark™ as Franklin said of the Con-
vention: and secking for licht and modvlq, among the institutions of ages,
and nations, far removed from us in time or character. How insensible
have we shown ourselves to the spirit of American Institutions!  Instead
of studying, developing and perfecting them, we have been seduced from
our alegiance to that spirit. and treading the paths of European precedent,
have sought for our tree of life in the classic gardens of ‘‘those finished
histories, which,” it is said, *still enlighten and mstruct Governments in
their dury and their destiny.”  Can we better improve the most memora-
ble Anniversary in our own, or any other National Annals, than by devo-
ting the residue of this day to meditation on the tru~ character of that spi-
rit!  And to whom shall this last jast, great duty be assignd?

Tellow-Countrvmen £ cllnw-Cltmms‘ this last duty is assignd to you.
Your's is the noblest, the most precious heritagze, that free men 1y have ever
posessd.  Your’s is mdeed, the Promised Land foretold by the praphet
pen of Philosophy, or seen through a glass uarkl_}, in the visions of Poctry.
Your’s is a Realm, more spacious in extent, more various in character, and
richer in resources, than the Statesman-Patriot of anv other age or coun-
try ever calld ““his own, bis native Jand.”> Your’s was an infancy, marvel-
ous beyond that of any other people: a youth, such as the Republics of
Ancient and Modern Europe seek in vain, among the records of their own

* 1 Elog. U. S.43. { 5 Marsh. 48. .
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Nistortans: a4 manhord, earlier, more dignitied, more commanding, than
the caaads of auy e ndaoa presents to our view,  Siall year's be the
lot o¥a prenmiaiure oid age, imbecil, degraded, the ubject of wockery, cons
tewpt and pediznazion?  Or shall it be that sorene, that beautiful old age;
that virivous, majestic and gilorius old awe, little less than immortal youth,
whica shall pe the dustiny, b the destiny, oNLy oF A Freg, Evucaten,
Pracerur, Curistiany PropLel  I- there a heart in all this holy Temple
t}ar does not breathe its {orv.at aspirations to the Father of Lights, to the
God of all mercies, “May such be the old age of our Country!”—That
such may be the lot of our children to the Itest generations, depends on
vyou, MY Brrovep anp Respectep Couxrtiysmexn! You must meditate
aften and aaxiously on the spirit of Awnerican Institutions. That spirit is
Freedom, E lu-ation, Peace, Religion. These are the four Cardinal vire
tucs of our Auncrican Republics their concentrated essence is the spie
rit of our institaiions. ,.

We ar:, we must coutinue a Free, Educated, Peaceful, Christian
Poople.  Bui freedom is not with us, what freedom was in the ancient de-
macracies. Lhe liberty of those ancient States, was the inertness of paizy,
or the shockin: features of anoplexy. It was licentiousness and anarchy,
the fiorce conrest bhetween patrician and plebian, or between a jealous
and cver-andangerd people on the one hand, and powerful, corrupt, am-
bitious ralers on the otier. Their portrait is sketched by the pencil of &
Poet, but with the Gdelity of history:

W oo that woald ask a heart to dulness wed,
T5 0 waveless calin, the sinmcer of the deadd
No' taa wild Lliss of Vature needs allov,
And fear und soreow fan the fires of joy.""

Not such is Awerican Freedom,  Tler spivit is Relivion, Peace, Ed-
ucatio 1. 1t s tranquil, sedate, rational, dignified. May the: Galvanic
coxvuisons of Athentan aad Romna Lilieriy, never be the lot of our coune
try!  Noris Freedom with us, the freedont of European States.  There,
the great la | earks are, the supremacy of the members and the subordin-
ation of the hoead; exemption from the misgovernment of thelr hereditary
Rulers; and security arainst Tycaony. But with us, the parts are subjected
to the whole: represeatation is pure, simple, eqnal: an independent Juai-
clary 1s a shield of defeuce, agninst executive violence, legislative errors,
and popular prejudice. . We bave nothine to dread trom tyrany and ty-
rauts, nothing seriously an] permancatly from the ambition of rulers; every
thing from the abuse of sell governmeni.  Let the People only realize the
true spirit of American institutions, cunsidcraie, tranquil, prudent as it is,
and their spirit must be the spirit of their Rulers. Lyt tne PropLe po
THEIR DUTY TO TIHEMSELVES, THHUGUTFULY, CALMLY, DISCREETLY, AND

THEIR RULERS WILL NuT, DARE NOT BE DISOGBEDIENT TO THE SPIRTT OF
THEIR MASTERS. Lot the Devotee of European liberty, perishing in the
battleticld against Tyrants, on the scaflold of civil contest, or in the prise

* Campb, Ploas. Hope, P. A v. 17.
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on of faction, breathe forth his indignant @pmt, In the asniration of the
l"‘!'

yuscan patriot mscribed on his dungwu wWalis,

“ Exoriare aliquis nostris ex ossibas ultor. '— Jn. L. 4, v. £.

But, while the spirit of American institutions shall endure, our mui-
nent p'itrmts may mdeed be calld to their rest, n their own hmm 5, us by
divine appomtment, cven on the birthday of American lud“n“ndf'nre.
dut never, never shall they die on the battlvficld of brothers, never in the
Bastila of tyrants, never on tie scafiold of the 2 bel or the Trator. O
my Country! mayest thou cling, with an endurin_ irust as thou hast se
jately done, to the spirit of Amecrican insiitutions! “Thy faith hath made
thee whole.”  Thou hast tonchd the garnient of thas spirit, wise, peaceful,
Chrisuan; and hast heen healed of thy plazee, The fouutaio of thv blood
has been stayd.  And in the very dupth of that midnieht dar]me%, witich
Jaiely shrouded our land; when fear camc upon us, and tremolineg when
a spirit passd vefore our faces, but we discernd not the fore thercof; w0
shall deny, rather, who can doubt, this the ehvetual foiveni praver of
many a private Christian, thro” all our borders, ascended to heaven tor the
peace of brotiers?

“Iis prayer, his praise, his life to viee unknown,

“In swoet memn rial, ross before the throne;

“'Ihese charine, sucerss s tiat bright region find,

“And calldan Angel down to calmour mind.”  Parserr’s Herumrr, v 180.

And who, with the past exainples of American Lhistory, and the tes-
rimony of Washinaton and Franklin, can doubt, tlar Providence, liv e
special interpuosition saved us then frem ourselvers? Who shall sav, that
the prayer oflerd up i that very Convention, whose unclristiar y Whase
nnrepublican spirit, (as we helievd it to l}t) struck us with yr:n, and
amazement, and almost with despair, was n ot mstramental in fuifilling that
remarkable deelaration of the Sacred Writers, queted by Franklin, “surcly
the wrath of man shall praise thee, the remamnder ot wrath s .n]t thou re-
str un?’—Whilst we Liy, as it were, helpless and despairing, and seemd
to wait for some Angel to trouble the waters tor our healing, the prayer
for lizht and help, ascended from the midst of that very assenibly.  And
it was heard. The blessing of Heaven descended, silent and unscen, as
toe dew of evening.  The spirit of American Institutions prevaild, and we
were saved. O my Countrvmeu! let us never doubt the sincerity of that
prayer!  Liet us accord with willing hearts, the mecd of respect and ¢rati-
tude, to those who proposed, to those who offerd up, to those who joind in
that prayer. Let us believe, that in the dark hour of temptation and trial;
of temptation to dishonor their Parent, to smite their Country; of trial to
the strength and sincerity of their love and duty, many a spirit that would

have viclded at her bidding, Tile, Ti hertv, property; vea, the aged parcnts
that bore him, and the wife and the Chl]dl‘?ﬂ of his fire-side, struggled n
an agony of intercession, intense and solemn as death-hed supplications:

* Thos. Jefirrron and Jobu Adams died - July 1826, and James Monroe, 4 July 18317.
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te of the most eminent of that Convention, in talents, cnergy and influ-
cince, one of the boldest and most zcalous of_the men, whom we beheld,
Wfth mingled awe, astonishment and indignation, has yiclded his spirit,
within a few days, to his Fathier and our Father, to his God and our God.
~Let us believe, for his sake and our sukes, that out of the depth of his
soul; as he stood on the verge of the gulf of Civil War and Revolution,
went forth an impassiond prayer for light and counsel. Pcace be to his
ashes!  Let his talents and eloquence, as a writer and speaker, be remem-
berd, for they honord Carolina.  Let his priuciples, so deeply condemnnd
by us, be rccolected, as warning beacons; but without scorn, ridicule, or
bitterness.  Let the errors ol his political life, for such weust esteen
them, be forgiven, as we trust to be oursclves forgiven; and be forgotien,
for the sake of our common country.

Will you my Fellow-Citizens, yicld me vour attention yet a little
while longer, that I may ilustrate still farther, the spirit of American In-
stitutions? Patrick Henry said, in the Convention of Virginia, ¢“Guard
with jealous attention, the public liberty. Suspect every one who approach-
es that Jewel.  Unfortuvately, nothing will preserve ity but powNRIGHT
rorceE. henever you give up that force, vou are incvitably ruind.”*
And the question has been askd, with triwmphant confidence, as tho’ but
one reply could be given, “What have the People ever gaind but by Re-
volution?” and we have been told, “*Revolution has no terrovs for mce.”
The sentiments of Patrick Henry, belonged v the jealousy and anxiety,
the contusion, alarms and doubts, which naturaly sprang up with, and sur-
vived the Revolution.  They are unwordhy of our age: they are a reproach
to the spirit of American Institutions: they are foreigners in our Union
and with our Constitution. o the question, *what have the People ever
caind but by Revolution,” I answer, boldly, it by Revorurion be under-
stood the Law of the Sword, LILErty 1148 LOST FAR MORE THAN SIHE EVER
GAtNED By I't.  The sword was the destrover of the Liyeian Confederacy
and the Achacan League. The Sword, alternately enslaved and disenthrald
Tiucbes and Athens, Sparta, Syracuse and Coriuth.  The Sword of the
Macedonian cut his way to the Council of Amphictyon, thro’ the ranks ot
{rcemen, and expelld Lacedaemon to make room for Philip.  The Swerd
of Rome, conquerd every other free State, and finished the murder of is
berty in the ancient world, by destreviug berself. What but the Sword,
in madern times, anihilated the Repuliics of 1taly, the Hanscatic owns,
and the primitive independence of Ireland, Wales and Scotland? W kat
but the Sword partitiond Poland, asusinated the vising liberty of Spain,
banishd the Hugonots trom France, and muade Cromwell, the master, not
the servant of the People?  Whar but the Sword of Republican France,
cut down the liberties of the Batavian Cuniederacy, and traced in letters
of blood on ihe eternal snows of Switzerland, “the Law of the Sword, 1s

theawof viclence—tothepeaccetul; of slavery 1o the free?” And what
but the Sword, of the sume Republican France, destroyd the Independence
ef half of Europe, deluged the Continent with tears, devourd its miiions
iipon milions, and clased the long catalogue of guilt, by founding and de-

L]
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fending to the last, the most powerful, sclfish aud insatiable of Military
Despotizms.,

The Sword, indeed, deliverd Greece from the Persian Invaders,
and expelld the proud Farquin, The Sword emancipated Switzérland
and Holland: restord the Bruce to his Throne, and brought Chiarles to the
scaftold.  'The Sword hewed in picces the giant power of the oppressor
Napoleon; cut asunder the chains, that hound the Spanish Colonies to the
Maother Country: and redeemd the pledge of the Congress of 76, when
they phghted to each other, *‘theiv lives, their fortunes and their sacred
honor.”  And yet, what would the redemption of that plege have availd,
towards the establiskment of our present government, it the spirit of Amee-
rican Institutions, had not been both the birthright and the birth-blessing
of the Colonies? Rehcion, Education and Popular Institutions, a deep
sense of the value of civil and politieal Liberty, of the rights of conscience,
of the Independence of the Peaple, of the respensibility of Rulers, and of
the true natare of the Social Compact, were the mother-milk of our colo-
nial infancy. The Indians, the French and the Spaniards, even England
herself, warrd in vain acaiost.a Pecple, born and bred in the household,
at the domestic aitar of Liberty herselt,  They were freemen, because they
were worthy to be sucliy before the Sword of Revolution had cut the Gor-
dian knot st colonial dependence. 2 hey never had been slaves, for they
were bara free. The Sword was a herald to proclaim their freedem, but
neither created nor preserved it. A century ard a half, lad already be-
held thent free in intancy, free in vouthy free in carly machood.  Theirs
was already the spirit of American Institations: the spirit of . Christian
freedom, of a temperate, reculated freedom, of a rational civil obediénce.
Forsuch a People, the sword, the faw of violence, did and conld do noth-
tng, but sever the bonds which hound lier colonial wards to their unnatural
guardian, They redeemd their plege sword in Land; but the Sword LEFT
THEM, 48 I'T FOUND THEM, unchanged tn character; Freemen, in thought
and in Weéd, INSTINCT WITH THE IMMORTAL SPIRIT OF AMERICAN IN8STI-
TUTIONS.

But what has the Sword ever done, what can the sword ever do, te
change the Nlave in o a Freeman?  The fit subject of Despotizm or Mo-
narchyv, baptized in blood, no more becomes a Freeman; than the Phari-
see, plunged in the waves of Jordan, came forth a Christian.  The very
materials of the Warrior’s Sword, are thie materials of the Tyrant’s chains,
of the Atheist’s Guillotine. The Sword may rescue the slave from the
dungeon, and cut asunder the “‘iron that enterd into his soul.”  The Sword
may deliver him from the tyranical misrule of anothe~; but, can it confer
on him the capacity for self-government?—And what is Liberty without
this?—What is it, but the fickle, tempestuous democracy of Athens: the
selfish and all-destructive ambition of Rome; the very whirlwind and hur-

—ricane-of —the French Revolution? "The Sword “cannot give to the slave
the virtues, that public and private life demand of the Freeman. It can-
not kindle the sense of duty, and the spirit of usefulness; 1t cannat clothe
him with the calm and enlarged wisdom, the nioral courage, the self-deni-
al and self-command; without which, Liberty is a ferocious and remorse-
less demon, “areproach and a by-word down to future ages.” The Sword

4
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canuot elevate and expand the soul of the Slave, and fill it with high an§
holy thoughts of Country and Brethren, of Union and Constitution, of the
majesty of the Laws, and the obligations of civil obedience, of the autho-
rity of public sentiment and the supremacy of its moral power. What
but the spirit of American Institutions can work the change? What but
this is able to cast out the unclean spirit, whiclt fits the Slave to be the
Maniac of & Reign of Terror, or the base satclite of Iimperial Ambition?
What—Dbut Education, Religion, Peace—is endured with power to make
liberty a blessing, and not a cursc?  The spirit of Ameiican Institutions
has ruled our Country for two centuries: and, what has it not done for us?
The Sword las had the dominion of the Earth, for nearly six thousand
years: and, what has it accomplished for the human race? DMilions
upon mthons give the answer from the world of spirits.  The Sword can
never change the Slave into @ Freemang for it canmot work miracles. ¥t
cannot breathe into him, the breath of life; and Liberty is Life.



NOTES.

NOTE A. p. 7.

_ Tquote with pleasure the following passaze from Patrick Heury's 2d Speech m we
Virg'nia Convention—\We have seen sons of Cinemnatus withont splen 'id magnificence
or parade, Zoing, v ith t e genius oftheir great progenitor Cincinnatus, to the plough—
men who served their country withont ruining it; menwho had served it to the destruction
of their private patrimony, their conntry nwing them amazing amonnts, for the payment of
which no adequate provision was then made.  Wehave seen such men throw prostrate
their armas at your feet.  "T'hey did not eali for those emolhminents, winch anbition pr sents
to some imagin.t'o s. The sol iers, who were able to eommund every thing, instead of
rampling on those laws, which they were ~onstituted 1o defend, moststrictly obeyd them. Vhe
hand= ofjustice have not bees lnd ona s nele Ame tcan soldier.  i'ring thein mnt, contrast
with European veteransi—von will soe an astonishimg snperio ity over the latter. Toere
has been astrict subordination to the laws""—\Wha anoble examp e of obedien e to the
spirit of American Io titntions!  Whata rebu-e from the A my of 1733 0 vt Rulers and
eitizens of South-Caroling in 1832 when, to wre-t by force from the ~ation and the gov-

ernment of the nation, what they counceived to be their rights, these tooi up the anns cast
away by those,

NOTE B. p. 9.

The fullowing sentiment from the pen of Dr. Pavid Ramshy, is inserted in his Chron-
olog.eal Table A 1no 1777,  “ Asories f Fusays, the work of Alex.ndes Hamlton, Jumes
Madison and John Jay, with the title of Publing or the Federalist, published soon af*or the
promulgation of this Constitntion. had a-lecided influence iu procuring its acceptance, by
enlightuing the mind in the principles 07 goverun.ent, and removing prejudicesn faror of
a hightoned State sovercig tytncomput ble with th ge: erel good.”  Qf the Federa ist the Ldin-
burg iieview says—“a wor' little 1. nown in Europ +, but whichexhibits an extent and pre-
ai ion of mformati m, a profundity of rescarch. and an a. uteness of understanding. which

would have dune honor to the most ilustrions Sta.esman of ancient or modern times, 12
vol. p. 471,

NOTE C. page 9.

he Con-titntion was ratificd in the following order. By Delaware, Pennsylvania
and New-Jer-ey in 1787 hy Councetient. Ma-aachusetts, Georgine Marvland, > outh.
Carolma, New-Hampshire, Virgima, .nd New-York in 1735 by Nerth-Carolina in 170,
and by Rhode [sand i-. 1780.* Had the debates of all of these Conventinne heen preserved,
they would have formed a richer and more copions library of politieal sugacity, wisdon i
knowlege, than any cation ever possased,  Indeed, Flhiott's Debates, ‘The Ted ralist,
Washington’s public papers, Pitkin's Civil and Politieal History, and Marshal's Lt off
Washing:on are more valuahle to an American, than the whole body of politieal Lite ature
oi Ancientand Modern Lurope.

+ Jonth-Caro'inaadopted the Constitution by the anspicions majo ity of sep:uty-s'z.

NOTE D. puce.

The following sentiment of Washington in Lis Farewcll Address, is one of the strongest
nroofs of his sagacity and wisdom.” With e, 2 pro(luminnn} Il]i:lli‘.'.!‘ has been to endeavor
to gain time to our country, to st e and mature s el reeent o stAwh ns: and to progre:s,
without intercuption to that degree oi stre.igth and consisteney, W hicli 19 Recessary to give
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1t humanly speaking, the sommand of its ow.. fortunes.'* It was the Constitution, wind
gaind tim for usto sette and mature. and hasgiven us ifweare wise and fintidud, the cons
mand of : fortune . \Wuocanwoubt tna -hesaineadvieeiss i Japplicable?  Let Amer-
icans engrave it on their hearts. L is worth all the advice of the violent and prec:priate.
i’atiencc was said by N wton to be the real source ot al’ lus greut achievments.  auence
wus t .¢ pro inentfvatur inthe character of Washiington. 1t ought 1o be the hading feu-
ture of Atericanc aracter. Moderation and wi. doma - its handu ds: a gradual, healthi-
ful, wninterrupted develupment of all our relsmul'cc:; pirysical and moral will be it's fruits.
9. Marsh, 7US.

NOTE E. page 13. é
' R
Judge Wilson savs in his Speech in the Pennsylvama Convention—After a period\‘ot'

6000 years had elapsed since the ereuiion, the Ugited States exhibit to the world the first
instatice, as far as we can fearn, ofa naion anattacked  y external force, unc nvulsed by
dernestic  nsurrections, assewbling volantarily, deliberating fully and deci b:g cahuly,
coucurning tue system ol goverament wiade which they would wish that they and thew
porierity shonld ive.  The Ancients so nlightened on othier subjects were very timinlor a-
ed with regard to this,  They scem scarcely to have ind any wdea ot any other kinds of” gov-
erminznt than the three simjle .orms designated by the eputiiets, monarebical, - ristocratical
and democratical 7 AViat mdnees ne te be of tins opunon, is it Pactitus. the pro ound
potit ctan Lucitns,who had n doabted v studied the Const tntion- of 2l the States and hang-
domns .nownvelor: and 1o his time, and wao certanuy wasqu bicd. tnanunconnnon de-
gree, for understunding the tul fore and operation of cach of themn after all he had known
and read, considereda mixed government, composed of the three forms as | thing rather to bhe
wishd han oxpected, and he k= watifsn  a govermmenteowld sverb  instituted, itsdura-
tion could notb:lons ™ 1 vol tlog U. 58 ».6, 7. Mr. Madison says iniis speeeh in
the Virginla C e ention.”  § he unitorm conelusion draw  from a review of Ancient and
Modern Couiederacies, 1s, that instead of promounz the public bappiness, or securing pub-
lic trauquality. they bave, in every mstance, been prodnctive of anareh and conlusion —
ae:tectual for the preserva jon of lurmony, and a prey to their owa disssensions and {.relgn
m-astons,”  1vol Slog U.S. pe o3 0 Alex. tinmilton, =peakiing in alin ton to thie An-
ctent (rovernments, says--*. o ‘nference can be dravwn from these examnples, that repnbe
lics cannot ex st, we vnly contend that they have hittierto been fonnded on tidse prineiples.”
1 Do 29  Aadat page 27 he says, “The tact 13, the siene fadse and bnpracteable prineiple
ran thro’ most of tae Ancient Governments.”'  See more on the snbject, in the federalist
No. Y, 13, GJ.

NOTE F. p. 15.

Montesquicu says, Sp. L B 8¢, 20--that the natnra’ prope-ty of small States is e
be gov rnd by a repablic. sud ot lerge empires o e swavd by a despotic prince What
then wasto be d- ne” say<Jdn ge \Wuson, *The idea of acconfederate epublic presenteditselil”
haviug “<al  the nternel advin ages of a republican, wit the estorna torce of a monarchicaf
gnwjrumgut_”' Mont. i‘S]} . B9 ¢c.b. “Tue U}il‘lt‘l‘illli.‘llf,” NIYN Puley in his Moral
Philosonhy “is about to be tried 1 Ameriea on a large seale.” Bo6, ¢ 6, atend It has
been advanced as a prineiple. save Alexander Hawilton, 1 Elog U. S 67, that no govern-
meni buta lespolst, can exis, ma very oxtensive conntry.,” ¢ Bt the position has been
misapprehended; and its apphcation s entively false and vnwar antable.~- [t relat s ouly to
demorcracies, where the whele body of the peaple meet to transiact business.”  So Patrick 1ien-
ry says in the same voluine, p. 241, “ Whoever wiil be hold to way, that a continent can be
governed by that system, contradicts all the experience o+ the worl . Itis a work teo great
for human wisdom 1 call for an example of a great extont of ¢ untry, governd by one
government or congress. call it waat vou will.”  Patrick Henry did not see the fine distine-
tion drawn by Judge Wilson p.H. .~This opimon seemsto he supported, rather than contra-
dicted, by the lustory ofthe governmen's in the old world. ’ Edmund Randolph, in reply to
the same objection, made by George Mason, says, (p. 126,) « No ex' nt on earth scems to
me too g eat, provid d the laws be wisely made and executed.  The principles of represen-
tation, and responsibility, may pervade a large, as we'l as a small texritory.”*  “Not the d gni-
ty of names, bai the orce of reasoning gains my assent.  Addison in his remarks on Italy,
thinks * thut it would certainiy be for the good of mankind tv bave all the mighty empires of
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lie world eantoned o1t into small princpalities, which like so many large funilies, might lie
ader the onssevation of tiweir pro er .overnors, and the Abbe Sieyes in s pian .or re-
torming and or seataing e aee a ted o the same id s whenn  divided the ancient provin-
€es 0l ranes uey 4. dannrta sy ot coannaed tne woiole into one compact and general
svatem of :bastration. Ses = uartt | il_-,'. o the Fr. Rev L p L2 100, 101, 1 now,
Sy }lr. Jerterson, “thal the acyuisition of L ai jana has been disapproved by = me, froma
~anchd aporenen -jon bt ti s 2 i agment of vur country wouldd endanger tue Umon  Bat
wao candiunt the extiai o wie tre o eatve princ: 1. iy operate effzctiveiy!  The
barger our assyciatio ., Ly less will it e s nby ocal p ssions.  Presid Sp. 2ui 0 1 have
boonowas Sl and partieniaz g Geesegeintauons, i order t . umpe2 s upon my countryisen
the Laportant trau, e s an ofweesitory g eat tnaero States, a popatation 0. one
aidred milioas, will be At te Lo vsy saenriues for the strength, integrity, and dua a-
bility of wes Umion. Lot taers beacorrespondent tnprovament in the CIviL ana RELIGIUUS,
Lot 1 the mere {erary odne i ot i1, peorng, and we nave absojutely nothing 1o tear,
batevory tung to hope tor, Lt conime e thedestiny of a people, traly g.eat and glorious as
tie Lacad, monitor and ex s ple v, all nations,

NOTLE G. p. 15,

Mr. Madison said, in the spirit of prophecy, in the Virginia Convention: “] pledee
myselt that ting govermineat wiil aaswer the expectations o' its fiiends, and fail the appre-
i Eons ol dis encinles,” 1 log. Ul S, pe Hi2e And inoiis last Message of December,
1316, be tius expresses himsell 1 a pussage, more worthy of being studied and memor-
zed by the youne Amercan, thean any doven passages in the Orations of Cicero and De-
mostheaes.  Waould thul our Colleores would sabstitute the colleciion of the Presidents?
Spoeecies, (Mossaoes, ) tor the fittle of the latter, and the snuen of the former, which they
z't:quiru: ol L .nlliiit':ll.'l [ teust Vit {u live to see the d:l}", wiien ‘T'ext Books of Ameni-
can Polines, History, and Constitutional Law, will occapy a full year of every Collcoe
course.  “Hauppily I shall carry with me fromn the pubiic theatre other sources, whicii those
who love their country moat, will best appreciate. 1 shall behold it blessed with tratnquil-
ity aind prosperity at home, and with peace and respect abroad. [ can mdulge the prond
reflectton, that the \merican peuple have reached, 1n safety and success, their tosticth
yeur, a3 an ndependent nation; that, for neanly an entire generation, they have had expe-
rigace of thetr present Constiiution, tie offspring of their undisturbed deliberation and of
e free choicy; that they bave foand it to bear the trials of adverse, as well as prosperous
chreimstanees; to eontan, 1 ils cowrination of the tederative and elective princinles, a
reconetlement of public strengih widh individual liberty, of national power for the detence,
U nitioaal riglits) with aseen, ity against wars of injustice, of imbition, and of vain glery,
ta i bandianeniad provision, that sabicets all questious ot war 1o the will of the nation
ity which 1s o pay its cost and fedd tig calunnties. Not is it less a peculiar felicity of
vats Constitution, so dear to us ail, that itis found capuble, without losing its vital eneigies
s expaniding wsel over aspacious territory, with the increase and expansion of the com-
aranity for whose benefit it was established,  Aad may L uot be aliowed tosadd to this
aratityig spectacle, that { shalil read in the chareter of the American people; in thair de.
volip. to true liberty; and to itie Conatitution, which 1s 1ts pulladium, sure presages, that
thie destined career of 1ay couatey will extulnt o covermnent, pursuiing the public good as
its sole objueet, and regulciing its eans by the great principles conscorated in its charac-
ter, und by thosc moral principles, to wineh they are so weil allied: 2 government which
wittches over the purily ot elections, the freedon of specch and of the press, the tnal by
jury, and the equal intecdict against encroachments and commpacts between Relirion and
the State; which mamtuins inviolubly the maxins ol Fui‘rln': taith, the securlty of persons
and proporty, wd encowsnzes tn every anthorize hinode, that general duffusion of knowi-
elee waich guarantess Lo pablic liberty ats PLHINANELY, ::1.;1{1 1o t!m_ﬂﬁ who possess the
blassing, the true enjoyment ot X eoveraaeat waies avoids intrasto 18 on the Intern:l
repase of other nation s, and renels thom from 113 0W31; W’hl:l_l do?s Justice to all nations
with a readiness equal to the finnness with which 1t requires jastice from them, and
which, whilst.it refines its domestic code from every tngredient not congenial to the pre-
cepts of an enlightened age, wvi the sentiments of a virtuous people, seeks, by appeals
to reasyn.and by itshiberal examplestoinfuse tato the law which govecns the aivilized world,
2 spirit wlich lﬁuy diminish the frequency, or circumseribe the calu:rnmﬂs of war,and neli-
ntate the soctal and beneficent relations of peace: a government, 1n a word, whose con-
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duet, within and withont, may beepoak the most noble of all ambitions- .at of promofing
pee on eurthand good will to man.  These contemplations sweetening the remnant ot
my days, w:il anunate iy prayers for the happiness of my beioved country, and a perpe-

twiy of the insutu‘ions under which it is enjoved.—President’s Speeches, p. 345,

NOTL H. p. 16:

The great subject of Patrick Henry's fears and declomation, (for there is little or no
thinkiar oe rewzrniag m his speeches,) was the aeceptance of the Coastiiution, without
a-y :xlmenta deforchand.  Accordingly, in his speech of the 24th June, 17588, he says, “1
coaceive Ii v duty, i tins governinent 13 adopred before it is amended, to 2o homve,” anid
he deciares W, Jefferana to have been of the same opiaing, as 1o rejeciinge the Constitu-
tion uit atnonclad, T clog. U. S p. 197, This wasone of the ereatest difiiculties attending
the a.loption of the Consutation: and had it not been overraled for our gond, 1nnst have pro-
ved fatzl. VWe may torm some conception of the extest and aentousness of those dithealties,
by a.lverting 0 tae fact, that alihougli Seven States adepted the Constitntion, without pro-
posing explanalions or ameiximent-, vet the other Siz offered ne less than (172) one hun.
drwl and seveaty-two of sach resslutions and alicrations.  Letthese doubts and fears
teach as to cling with redoubled fidelity to the Constitstion and the Untan; and to regard
th : preservation of both ; as absolulely indispensable o us at howme and alvond.  Theorer-
ca’y the cmetitution s not fanltiess) i the opinion of anv inteligent inan of the niliong
woovn it olesses; bat preciic dy, it s faultless ; becausce you caznnot prevail o lite requisiic
mngjority te agree o any amendiient.

NOTE I p. 6.

The extravacance of Patrick Henry 18 absolutely astonishing. Al the extracts in
the text are his sentiments. Without diHCO\‘ermg any Limaesination o his f-‘pt?l*t'h!:?. he
has induleed in a wildness of exaggeration, that surpaeses the flivhts of atwest any
fancy. How httle did he realize the character of th Constitution, and the sparit of A nert-
can m=sttutions, when he spoke thus, A hat can avail your speaions, imnginary nalan-
ces: your rope-dancing, chuin-rathing, ndiculons, id«al checks and contirvances?” 1
Sinq. U, S. 89, At the end of this speech hie says, “1 have not sotd the himidrid thou-
sanach part of what I wish to tmpant.”  *“I'here 1s no title of nobidity to he eranted,
waich by the by wonld nat have bieen =0 dangcrous, as the penlous ceseion of powers
contained in that papen®? 3V hat shall the states have to do 7—take care of the poor,
repair and mak e highways, erect bridees, and so onand so ov.™*  “ Our legislatire will
ind-ed be a ludieraus spectacle, one hiundred and ethty men, marchine in solemn tarel-
cal procession, exhtbiting a mournfol proaf of the lost hiberty of their conngry ¥ <1 laok
on that aper as t1e -:wstﬁrta! p]‘(ll’l._. that could I}Qﬂﬁ:ﬂ)'.\-‘ Weconeeived foeusiore a J}-m- Jet0=
p'e.?* Patrick l'lf-rf".' vas undoubfediv a man of great enerry and ardor, hut it waoukd be
difficult to find any Uning in the political extravogances and exagorrattons of onr day, thint
surpass these spocimens,  The trath is, Patnck Henry was wonderfuly fiired far the
irmzuhtr aciion and violent oxcitement l‘lfﬂ rcwhﬂimmr}' p"rillf}.. e wanld have heen
the verv monarch of popular orators in an ancient Demociacy  Had ke been a Greek, he
would have vanquistyl even Demaosthenes.  But like many of the men, whom we monm
overinourdave he comprehended not tre essential cenivs, lac druc spiril of vlmerican in-
stitulions.  He undorstood and admired recoladionary ; but he neither comiprehended not
tove:d conetilitiional 'i!lﬁﬁ}'- This spirit has Sllﬂ'i\"ﬂ", tn the ﬂ?it‘rﬂlld ishonaor of Core fi-
na, in someof her principal men.  But the pation has rebuked 1t: and T{eaven has saved
their country.

NOTE K. p. 17.

Alexander Mamilton was the reverse of Patrick Henrv, He saw that the whale
daneer of America lav in the preforence of revolutionty to constitr-tional liherty,  Tlhis
“ gneccher exhibit a wise profonnd Statesman, thoronghly intimate with the characteristie
differences of governments, and understanding what medicine his conntry needed.  On
thissubiect Lie dread of tyrany, he makes these capital remarks. ¢ 1n the eammencement
of a revolution, which received its birth from the usirpations of tymny, nothine was more
patural , than that the public mind should be influcnced by an extreine jealousy., The
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«eal for liberty became predominant and excessive. In forming our confederation, this
passlon alunescemed toactuate usz and we appear to have had no other vicw than to secure
ourselves from despotism.””  ““ Wehave crred through excess of caution, and 2 zeal talee

and impracticuble.  Our counsels have been destitute of consistency and stability.”*

"W have it constandy heldup tous; thatitisvuschief-duty to-guaid apainet tyrany : it
is our policy to form all the branches of government for this purpose.®*  Jucge W ison

says, in the same spirit as Alexander Hamilton, ¢ The truth 1s, we dreaded dinger only
on one side: this we manfuly repelled. But on another side, danger not less fo:uncable,
butmove insidious stole in upon ua® “Those, whoin fordgn sirengll could not overpawer,
have woll nigh bocome the victims of INTEKNAL aNARCHY."®  Letus rejoice that our
eountry has had the goad sense, the wizdom,the virtue,the resist indignantly anc infloxibly,
the recent attemnpt, in the fonm of threats, denunciation and political metaphysics, to sc-
duce them from their ategiance to the constitution.  “Uhey bave nobly re;ccted the coun-
scl, which strove toindsce them, by menace-and sophistry, fo launch anew the shipwrecke
cd Confederation, and abandon their glorious “ Old lionsides.”  Washington uailed the
star spangled bauner to her mast : and there may it float cqualy tiiumphant over foreign
jealousy and domestic mtimidation, Gl 5 bundred stars shell ghtter inits folds?

Itis du: to the memory o Alerr. Hamilton, to vi :dicate bin from the uujust aspersion
that has been cast upon him, of having been anenemy othe . tikes.  Those, who desire to
see the most complete refutation of the - harge, will find ample proo's in the opinions ex.
pressed by Hamiitup, of the abso’w.e necesity and iucaleulable value of the States in the
new scheme of Go: ernment S. e the ! vol. of Flog of U. S. p. 37, 42,49, (0,70,  ihs
vindication of Republican ..« ve-nnient against the suggestion, that it had *become a previni
ing doctrine, that republican principles ought to be Luoted out of the world, is shuple and
maly. 1 blog. U. 8. p. 425; 44.

* | Llog. U. S, 101, 212, 219, 225,

NOTE 1. p. 18

Whilst I canclaim for Carelina. the n:erit o having produced Charles Pincl ney’s draft
of the :‘onstitution ¥ envy notto Virginia the distinetion of having pennd th- Decluration of
Independence.  Regardmg the foymer as a far nobler monunment of wizdom and vitne,
than ti:e latter, I have no hesita ion in placing the reputation of Mr. Pinckney above that of
Mr. Jetferson in this respect  There were ahundred wen in the United States, who could
have penned the Declaration as well as Mr Jeflerson; but € arolina claims for hersell the sin-
gular merit of Chs Pine-uey s draft £ a Federal Government. for it approaches far nearer
to the adopted ustrument, than the Resolati ns of Fdwund Randelph, the propusition of
W . Patterson, or tix plan of Government of Alesander Hamilton. '} hus may she well
console hersell for huving vielded as truthand justic: required she shonld, to New Hamyp-
ahire, the distinction of Bavisg . roduced the firstwritten Constitutton.  Thatof N. ki, bears
Jate the Hith Janonev 1576; thatof So. Ca: 20 Mareh, 1776,



DREE AREWELL ADDRESS

OF THE

HON. WILLIAM DRAYTON.
"Yo the Washington Society.

<>

At the celebration of the Fourth of July, in this city, by the Washing-
fon Socicty; one of the Vice-Presidents gave the following toast:

The Ilon. Wm. Drayton.—The patriot “without fear and without

reproach,”’—estimable in private, illustrious in public life—all the ends he
aims at, are his country’s.

When the enthusiastic plandits, with which this toast wasreceived had
subsided, Col. Drayron rose and spoke as follows:—

FriLow-CIrTiZENS:—

Although you have beeninduced, by personal kindness, to speak of me
in a manner which 1 am very far from meriting, I yet receive your flatter-
ing compliment with the most grateful feelings, not because it is flattering,
but because it manifests your approbation of my conduct, and your opin-
ions, that the exertions which T have made in the cause of our country, and
for the preservation of your rights, however inefficient they have been,
have been all that my humble abilities enabled be to render, and that they:-
have been dirccted by purity of intention. But, fellow-citizens, any thing
relating to myself, is unconnected with the object of this meeting. We
have met for the purpose of celebrating the Anniversary of the Declaraticn
of Independence; of giving utterance to the deep and heartfelt emotions
which are associated with the recollection, that by the toils, and the suffer-
ings, and the valor, and the blood of our ancestors, we were raised from
colonial vassalage to sovereign power. Whilst thus rejoicing, we ought,
also, to remember, with emotions scarcely less intense and reverential, that
our ancestors after experiencing the evils of an embarrassing and fecble
Confederacy, framed that Constitution which was ratified by the people
of the United States, to secure the blessings of Independence, Liberty
and Union, to tuemselves and their posterity. Greater blessings than In-
dependence, Liberty and Union, were never bestowed by man upon manj

and yet have we witnessed a period, when some of the posterity of our glo~
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Fious ancestors would have hazarded the possession eof these imestim-
able treasures; to promote the triumph of a pernicious sophistry, first
promulgated in the * Exposition and Protest,” which was published
by the order of the House of Represcntatives of this State, in De-
cember, 1828. 'These observations are not made by me, as prefa-
tory to an elaborate investigation of the odious doctrine of Nullifi-
cation~—a doctrine so paradoxical, as to involve in its mere statement
the palpable contradiction that a single State, under no other res-
traint than her own discretion, can, within her limits, annul the Laws of a
Government, which the Pcople of all the States have solemnly bound
themsclves to obey, as “‘the Supreme Law of the Liand”—that a State can
exempt herself from the burthens, and participate in the benehits of the
Union—can be a member of the body politic, and absolve herself {rom the
obligation which it imposes. That these gross incongrutries might be sus-
tained, what have we not endured?  Whilst the accomplishment of Nulli-
fication was in progress, the practical etlect of which it was alleged, would
be a peaceful and constitutional remedy for our grievances, can we cver
forget that Clubs were organized in every city and hamlet, by whose irres-
ponsible will, the Constitution and the Laws were controlled—that thou-
sands of Volunteers were raised, holding themselves ready, at a minute’s
warning, to march and to ficht, as if a foreign enemy were hovering upon
our coast—that lurge sums of money were expended by the Legislature for
the purchase of arms and ammunition, to remmburse which, we must be
heavily taxed—that our youth were allured from their appropriate avoca-
tions, and the softer sex from their character'stic pursuits, to mingle in the
strife of political contention—that ancient friendships were dissolved, the
ties of blood rent asunder, and the domestic circle, where affection, and
harmony, and confidence should reign, embittered by party raneor—that a
portion of our citizens were proscribed and disfranchised, because they
would not take an unrighteous and unconstitutional oath—that our whole
State was convulsed to its centre—and that even the horrors of Civil War
were anticipated by those who deprecated it as the direst calamity, with
which an offending people could be visited by an avenging Deity?

These, fellow-citizens, were some of the bitter fruits of Nullification.
What are the benefits which it has conferred upon us?  We were told,
that it was resorted to in urder that we might be relieved from the intole-
rable oppressions ol an uncoustitutional protective tarifl; and yet the Con-
vention which annulled all the protective tariff acts, by their Ordinance 1
November, 1832, formally repealed that Ordinance in ‘March, 1833, ul-
though a tariff act was then in existence, which enacted, that protective
duties should be levied until June, 1842, which, thereafter, perpetuated
““the protective system as the settled policy of the country,” so-far as it
could be perpetuated by legislation, in the event of a uniform duty of 20
per cent, producing a revenue beyond the expenditure of the Government,
which substitated cash in lieu of credit duties upon all imports, and which
introduced the innovation of the home valuation of imports, thus increas-
ing, by 40 per cent, the amouut upon which the duties are to be assessed
after the year 1842; and although that Convention, in the *““Address to the
People of South Carolina,” resolved that until these abusés (the protec-
tive tariff acts) “‘shall be reformed, no more tazes shall be paid here,” ap
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o the **Address to the People of the United States,” declared, “If we
submit to this system of uncoustitutional oppression, we shall voluntarily
sink into slavery, and transmit that ignominious inheritance to our children.
We will not, we cannot, we dare not submit to this degradation, and our
resolve is fixed and unalterable, that a protecting tariff shall be no longer
enforced within the limits of South Carolina. VWt stand upon the prine
ciples of cverlusting justice, and no human power shall drive us from our
position.” That position, nevertheless, has been abandoned—the Ordi-
nance of Nullificaiion, founded upon ‘‘the principles of cverlasting justice,”’
has been repealed by the Convention which ordained it—and “a protective
tarff is now ‘“enforced within the limits of South Carolina.” T shall
make no further comments upon the conduct and the acts of the Conven-
tion of South Carvlina. No powers of cloquence could more vividly ex-
- hibit their characier, than a bare reference to what they have done, and
what they have undone. I take no plcasure in dwelling upon so humilia-
ting a topic, and shall quit it, with simply expressing my fervent hope, that
our sad experience of the evils of Nullification, and the rejection of its dog-
mas by every Legislature in the Union which has considered them, may
epcrate as 4 solemn and solitary warning to deter others from imitating
the example of thuse, who, had they not been““driven from their position,”
would bave plunged their State into all the miseries of anarchy and blcode
shed and civil war, and, ulthmately, have subjected themselves to the de-
gradation of suhmission to the Government which they had resisted, or of.
dependence upon a foreign power.

If the Convention which assembled at Columbia, in March last, had
limited their acts to the repeal of their Ordinance of Nullification, the
wounds which have been inflicted upon our distracted State, mighi have
been healed by the lenient hand of time; the wrongs and injuries which a
minority have suffered, might have been forgiven or forgotten, and, gradu-
ully, that harmony might have rc-appeared, which formerly prevailed
among us. But, unfortunately, with that Convention originated another
Ordinance, declaring, “that the allegiance of the citizens of this State, is
duc to the said State, and that obedicnce only, and not allegiance, is due
by them to any other power or authority; and ‘‘empowering the general
Assembly of the said State, from time to time; when they may deem it
proper, to provide for the administration, to the cirizens and officers of the
State, or such of the oflicers as they may think fit, of suitable oaths or af-
firmations, binding them to the obscrvance of such allegiance, and abjuring
all other allegiance: and also to define what shall amount to a violation of
their allegiance, and to provide the proper punishment for such violation.”
With such an Ordinance as this, to be enforced in the discretion of the
Liegislature, to talk of our rights and liberties is an insult to common sense.

"I am aware of the argument which is relied upon by our political op-
ponents, that test oaths are required in scveral of the States, and that a
State may unquestionably, insist that the citizens in the formn of an oath,
shall manifest their obedicnce to her Constitution and Laws. ‘These posi-
tions I do not controvert. I except not to a test oath, in the abstract, but
to the purposes to which it has been applicd. The Federal Constitution
was as directly ratified by the people of this State, as was the Constitution
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of this State. TI_IQ allegiance of a citizen of the Uuited States te the
United States, 1s as substantive and obligatory, as is that of a citizen of
the State to tue State.  Within the sphiere of Federal Allegiance, the Uni-
ted States are supreme: within the sphere of State Allegiance, the Sate s
supreipe. L ederal and State Allegiance are pertectly consistent; instead
ot intertering with, they mutually strengthen eaci other.  Notwithstand-
ing the distinction whicli is drawn in the Ordinance of the Convention, be-
tween alleglance and obedience, (suggested, I presume, by the same spirit
of paradoxical suotil’y as the dogmas of Nullification,) their meanings are
identical.  Allegiance 1s the obedience wiich every citizen owes to the
Constitution and the Laws of lis Country. A citizen ot South Carolina
is alsv a citizen of the United States, conscquently, he owes Allegiance to
the Constitution and Laws of South Carolina, and to the Constitution and
Laws of the United Swates.  Sihould he, nevertheless, be involved n any
difficulty, proceeding from an apparent or real variance, between the Taws
of the Statc and of tie United States, by the Constitution of the Intter,
¢sthe laws of the United States made in pursuance of the Constitution, sl
be the supreme law of the land;” should doubts arise, in the judgment of
the citizen, whether a law of the United States has been “made i pursu-
ance of the Constitution,” these doubts, by the provisions of the Federal
Constitution, are to be resolved, in the last resort, by the Federal Judici-
ary. Keeping steadily in view the true meaning of Allegiance, and these
provisions of the Constitution of the United States, no citizen can be em-
barrassed by the subject of his Allegiance. When, therefore, the State,
by an Ordinance, requires her citizens to take a test oath, by which they
abjure all Allegiance, excepting to herself, it is obvious, that they must
either violate that Allegiance, which they are constitutionally and consci-
entiously bound to obscrve towards the United States, or by refusiug to do
so, be rendered amenable to any pains and penalties, (extending, cven,
to death and confiscation of property,) which may be mimposed upon them
by the Legislature of the State.  ltis against such a test vathias this, that
I enter my protest—a test oath, unconstitutional, vindictive, and cruel, ex-
hibiting a melancholy proofof the reckless extremces, into which a dominant
party will rush for the attainment of their object, when musled by narrow
prejudices, blinded by exclusive feclings, and infuriated by burning rescent-
tments.  Until the Ordinance containing this test oath be annulled, it miust
be execrated by all who recognize the Federal Constitution as a Constitu

tion. 1t usurps the exercise of a power which no State, i the Union, can
grant—invades the sanctuary ef the heart—tramples upon the sacred rights
of conscience—and prescribes to citizens of South Carolina and of the
United States, to abjure that Allegiance from which they cannot bo ab-
solved, except by expatriation or revolution.

The radical error which pervades all the reasonings of the advocates
of Nullification is this—they have not distinguished between constitutional
and natural rights—between rights under the Constitution and beyond it.
As this State always acknowledged the Federal Constitution, she could not
be relieved from a protective tariff, upon the ground of its being unconsti-
tutional, otherwise than in some of the modes warranted by the Constitu-
tien, among which Nullification was not included. When, by her solo au=



37

shority, she undertook to annul a protective tariff, she exercised an extra-
constitutional and revolutionary power, derived from the richts of uian
and of nature, paramount to all Constitutions, although she never declared
that she had sceeded from the Union.  Iad shie made this declaration, and
acted upon 1t, she would have been entitled to adopt such measures as she
deemed necessary for the accomplishment of her ahject, for in revolutions
self-preservatron is the suprewe law,  She might then have called upon
her eitizens to renounce their Allegiance to the Union, and to have nulli-
ficd the Constitution and all the laws of the Union.  Placed in this situa-
tion, she must cither have settled her diilerences with the United States
praccably, by treaty, or failing in this, shic must Lave appealed to arns,
and abided by the issue of the contest. In this strugele, they might have
heen compelled, at their peril, to choose the side which they would main-
tain, -

Before resuming my scat, I will offer to yon a few remarks vpon a
subject whiclihas created no little excitement. T allude to the “Act” *“fur-
ther to provide for tie collection of dutics upon imports,” for my vote in
favor of the passiaee of which, the harshest epithets of consure and erimi-
nation have been lavished upon me. When thiat act was pasced, the Or-
dinance of the Convention was in force, by which all protective warifi'acts
were declared “nall and void, and no law, and sil contracts, promises and
obligations made or entered into with purpose to sceure the duties hinpos-
cd by the said acts, and all judicial proceedings which shiull be bereafter
had in affirmance thereof, shall be held utterly null and veil,"—"his di-
nance came into operation from and afier the Ist dey of Fobruary, 15533,
from which period, it interdicted “appeals from the State Courts to iie
Supreme Court, in any cases within the purview of the ordinapce,” roiir-
ed ‘“all persons holding, or hereafter clected to any ofiices, civii or i
1y, under the State, (members of the Legisliture exeepied) to take an oath
to exceute the ordiance,” and forbade jurors (o be mnpannclled, unioss
they swore “well and truly to obey, execute and enforee it.”  If this ordi-
nince was constitutional, Coungress had no rieht to interfere with it. 1f it
was ubconstitutional, they were bound to endeavor to defeat it. Fer ihe
reasons which I have already submitted to vou, as well as for many others
which are familiar to yeu, Congress entertained no doubts as to the une
constitutionality of the ordinance, they had, therefore, only to delilicrate
upon the expedieney of the measnres which they should adept to prevent
its entorcement.  Had they been guiescent, they would, imphedly, have
conceded, that the ordinance was constitntional, and that the Federal Gov-
ernment could not protect itselft that covernment would then bave been
annihilated for a government which cannot excecnte its laws, ceases o be
a goverament.  Upon the passage or rejection of the Aet of the 2d March,
15833, depended the momentaus aiternative, whether the Federal Constitu-
tion should exist, or be pmstrmcd at the feet of a dominant party In a
State., Hapnily for the integrity of the Union, and the bonor and salvation
of the country, Congress were faithful to the trust which was reposed in
them, and in their performance of 1ty kept themselves within the pale of
their legitimate powers. Those parts of their Act which authorize the

employment of military force, (which can only. be defensively employed)
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are sanctioned by precedents upon our Statute Books, during the admin-
1strscions of Gen, Wasnmneron and of JEFFERSON, (the constitutionality
and expediency of which are admitted) dulhoumng the employment of that
species of cocercion, under less guarded restrictions, and under circumstan-
ces much less imperious; and those parts of the Act, for which no prece-
dents hav been iurnished, because the exigencies demandmfr them had
nout 'nunu'wl} occurred, were introduced for the purposes of preventing
colliston between our citizens, and the shedding of fraternal blood, and to
counieract the Ordinance of the Convention, which sect the laws at defi-
ance.  Had the President, who is bound to “give to the Congress infor-
mation of the state of the Union,” and to “take care that the laws shall he
faithfully exceuted,” not inforued the Congress of the desperate legisia-
tion of South Carolina, and not recommended these means which were
expodient, in order “iiat the faws might he faithiully executed,” he would
have been guilty of the violation of his official vath,  Had Pt)lltrloss whao,
by the Counstitutinn, have power to uml-..u all laws whiel shall be necessary
and proper for cirrying mto execation” the powers vested in them, and
“n the govermment ot the United States, or in any department or office
thereof,” not passed an Act, without which the luws of Congress could
aot have been cavited 1nty exccution, they would have been gmlty of a
violation of their official duty.  The Act which was passed in pursuance of
these high oblirations, (the true character of which, upon a candid exami-
nation, will be perceived to be such as I have stated it to be) has, neverthe-
less, been stivmatized as inconsistent with the principles of freedom, as
subversive of the rights of the States, as unconstitutional, ferocious and
bloody, as having heen recommended by the President in the spirit of «
fiend, llmt he 'm'rht execute 1t with the mahffzmty of a demon.

The repeal ufthe ordinance of nullification of November, 1832, must
have heen produced by some measure of the Federal Government. Bt
two measures were resorted to by the Government; the passage of the
Tarill’ Act of 2d March, 1833, and of the Act for llll} collection of dutices
on imports of the same date. It cannot be prosumed  that the repeal was
owing to the first mentioned Act, because it enforces a prolcctive tarift, m
diametrical opposition to ¢ the ixed and unalterable resolve of the Con-
vention “that a protecting tari{l should be no loneer enforced within the
limits of South Carsolinay” the conclusion, cnnbequem]}, 1s irresistible
that the repeal is to be attributed to the latter Act. By the passage, there-
fore, of that Act denounced by the Convention, as “unauthorized by the
Constitution, subversive of that Constitution, and destructive of public
Liberty,” the monster Nullification was straugled, the march of misrule
and anarchy arrested, the supremacy of the Constitution and the laws
maintained, and the cheering assurance afforded to those who venerate the
Constitution and the laws, that our representatives will not be found
slumbering and sleeping upon their posts waen the citadel of our libertics
is menaced, either by internal foes or forei Ign enemies,

Some of the observations which I have submitted to you may appear
to be alien to the occasion for which we have met., But it seems o me,
that on the anniversary of our National Birth Day, we ought to take =
comprehensive vicw of the good and evil by which we are al.rmuudud
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Thanks to the discernment and patriotism of the peeple, and teo the wis-
d{{m z}nd encrgy of our Government, we have been delivered from the
miseries of practical Nullification, with which we were recently threaten-
ed; but the storin which was raised by 1ts agitators has not yet subsided;
the angry passions which they gencrated have not yct sunk mto repo-e.
We have heard ititerated and reiterated—that the battle with the Gevor-
al Government is not over, that it Las just commenced—ithat the Niate
cannot protect herself without being armed for resistance—that no State
can be sovercign, which permits appeals from her judiciary to the Federad
Courts—that the protective system constitutes but asmall part of our con-
troversy with the General Government; and in the Convention at Colum-
bia, in March last, it was said by a delesate, ““il a confv-deracy of the
Southern States could now be obtained, should we not deem it a bappy
termination of our long struggle for our rights against oppression?”? Wien
sentiments and declarations such as these arc avowed, unabated firmuess
and vigilance are still requisite on the part of thosc who believe thet the
Federal Constitution is calculated to eftect the great objects fer whien it
was formed, in order to counteract any open or secret machinations, by
which we may be deprived of the inestimable bencfts of that Counstiuition,
and by which the Union may be torn into fragments, and a Southern Con-
federation created from its mancled members. Vigilance and firmness
ought to be exerted by all, who would deprecate the success of a revol-
tion, of which the inevitable concomitants and conscquences would bu—
anarchy, intestine war, and military despotism, The members of this
Socioty, which bears the name of WASHINGTON, are peculiarly called
upon to be foremost wherever the Union 1s endangered.  Professing our-
selves to be disciples of Washington, we should imbibe a portion of that
spirit, which animatedhim when alive; like him, in the worst of times, we
should never despair of the Republic; like him, we should dedicate our
days and our nights, our hands and our hearts, to the preservation of the
honor and the security of our common counfry; and like him, we should
resolve, either to conquer in the causc of independence, liberty, and uni-
an: or to perish in the glorious contlict.

Colonel Drayton concluded with a farewell address to the Society, in
which he spoke in appropriate terms, of their meritorious exertions to
sorve the cause which they had espoused, in spite of the terrors of pros-
cription, and the discouragement inseparable from an organized majority,
which controlled and directed the power and patronage of the State—
eratefully thanked them for their disinterested and persevering support of
himself—requested them to receive his warmest wishes for their individa-
.1 welfare and happiness, and to believe that he entertained towards them,
the sincerest personal respect and estecm—expressed his fervent hopes
that the dark clouds which now lowered over our political horizon, would
be dissipated, by the interposition of that Omnipotent and merciful Being,
who wielded the destines of men and nations—assured the Society, that
wherever he might be, and whatever might be his lot, he should always
rcjoice in the prosperity, and mourn over the adversity of South Carolina,
and that he should be ready and willing in any future crisis, to identify
himself with her fortunes, and to render to herall the aid, within the sphere

of his limited means and talents.



