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< Vote of the Town.

AT a Mceting of the Frecholders and othlcr Inhabitants of the Town of
Doflen, duly qualified and legally warned in public Town-Meeting, affem-
bled at Fancuile Hall, the 4th day of July, A.D. 18c0:

" On motion, Poted, That the Sele@men be, and hereby are appointed a
Committee to wait on JOSEPH HALL, Efq. in the name of the town,
and thank him for the elegant and fpirited OraTioN, this day delivered by
him, at the requef: of the Town, upon the Anniverfary of the Independence
of the United States of America, in which, ac:urdmg to the inftitution of the

‘Town, he confidered the feclings, manners, and principles, which led to that
great National Event—and to requeft of him a copy for the prefa.

At  WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk,
™,

BostoN, Fuly 4, 2800,

X

GENTLEMEN,

" THE political fentiments by me expreffed this day, as they were dica
tated by ferious conm&lon, are frcely fobmitted to your difpofal.
With great refpedt,
1 am, Gentlemen,
Your moft obedient Servant,
JOSEPH HALL.

- Tbe Selellmen q}" Boflor:,



ORATION.

- DISTINGUISHED for loyalty, induftry,
and for manners wkich adorn and 'fupport ‘the
pureft Rate of civilized fociety, animated with
the- feelings of men accuftomed to the fweets of
freedom, you were 1mpelled Americans, from

prmcnples of juftice to yourfelves and your
| poﬁenty to refift the encroachments -of Br ti{h

Pohcy

; r

ATTACHMENT to con{htutmnal rights, not a
rage for mnovgtwn,*ﬁable not revolutionary prin-
ciples. dictated your refiftance. . . In vain did -you
entreat, petition and remoriftrate. .. You were com-
pelled to arm. . Friendlefs: and ‘unaided you en-
tered -the field againft. the veteran troops of a

mlghty nation fupported by veteran auxiliaries.
| When
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thn thus engagx.d in. the arduous conﬂl& and1
thus unfnendcd ‘in prcfence of the Great Arbxter

of muons, you folemnly pwnounced your clzum to
Independence. You ﬁrmly refolved at every haz-
ard to fupport it, This great effort the hoftile
meafures of Britain im pofed upon you. This glori-
ouﬂy fuccefsful eﬁ'ort hasbeen callcd a vevolution ;
and the war on your part a revolutnonary war,
though by you undertaken and. fupported upon’
anti-revolutionary principleé.

~In this all important. conteft, the.Court of
Verfailles were ;not prevailed -upon to aflit you
until a powerful and well appointcd army, com-
~manded by an experienced and favourite- general,
were vanquithed and made captive by the native

valor of free-born Americans; ‘Engouraged’ by.
this event, France ardently embrazed- the long
withed for opporturity of humbling a- formidable
rival. . 'With you, fhe entered into a defenfive
treaty. She furpifhed  you'fuccours by land and
by fea. Her deranged treafury was éxhaufted by:
her naval and nii'litafy exertions, At your folici-
' tation, the fupplied - you with ‘money though' al-
moft deflitute of it herfelf. ~‘The favours and-af:
fiftance you received from her: were. feafonable
and important..- They ferved to bring the conteft

.h N . d
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to-a more fpeedy'i{fue; and pmbably leflened the
expenfe of your own blood and treafure. ‘The
nature of our - obligations to France for her affift-
ance and. thofe atifing from our defenfive treaty,
may be afcertained by a very notable precedent.

From motives fimilar to thofe which prompt-
ed her aid In our war with Britain; fthe affifted
the Seven United Provinces to throw off the
Spanifh yoke.  After a truce of twelve years be-
tween Spain and the Provinces, Cardinal de Rich-
lieu with true diplomatic fkill perfuaded the latter
to enter into a treaty for the conqueft and parti-
tion of the Spanifh Low Countries. Open and
unfufpe&mg republicans, their animofity againit
Spain made them at firft blind to the infidious
defigns of the French Court. They were at’
“length roufed to a fenfe of their real danger.
The diftates of felf prefervation compelled them
to withhold from France the fupplies ftipulated by
rtreaty Intereft and duty obhged them in the
face of this treaty. to make 2 feparate peace with
Spain. The commlﬂioners who concluded this
peace and the Dutch patnots who advifed and fup-
'ported it, were charged by the French minifter
with being bribed and corrupted by Spanith gold.

A celebrated author who has written exprefsly
| | upon
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upon the fubjeét cenfures the French government
and jufifies the conduét of the United Provinces,
In their behalf he dictates a remonftrance to France
of the following tenor.*  We fhook off the
‘Spamfh yoke in order that we might be free. In
this object you affifted us, on account of its ten.
dency to humble an ambitious enemy who had
long difturbed the repofe of .your. provinces, :and
who had frequently invaded them.. As your fa-
vours to usin the afliftance.thus afforded were of
a political nature, have the juftice to require of us
only a return in kind. Be fatished with a politi-
cal gratitude.. If it gives you oﬁ'ence becaufe we
prefer the neighbourhood of - the half. conquered
Spaniards to.that of a nation rendered formidable
by their contempt of danger and by their very
fervices in our favour; you. will then be.,to,n,s
what the Spaniards were heretofore. It will be-
come our duty to hate you.”-:- -.: | '

AN apology may be expe&ed for thls dnll |
detad of fa&s and dry expoﬁtmn of prmaples.
But fa&s and prmcxples tending to elucidate na.
tional rxghts and duties, ought to be received thh
.the force of novelty, and to make a decper 1mpref
fion becau{'e fan&mned by expenence. , The pecu-
| liar

. Du':'s fri‘ncipcs des negociations par M, ’Abbé de Mably~=Pige 135.
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har apphc*xbnhty of the 'fIijea: to our’ owa’ tlmes
'recommends it to our pamcul:n‘ attention.

rLZ-:

‘IN fupport of th“ neutral pnhcy adopted by

.the nmmortal WiAsHINGTON; and purfued by his

ble patriotic Succeffor, in refutation of pmtendcd

-treaty obligations,’ and: of idle claims: of gratxtudc

to:France, we. have here - the wntten , ‘deliberate

opinion of a political writer of the firft: ermnence.
ThlS wnter was a Frenchman.

L]
I} : 1 i -nL .

IF, however, reafoning from the nature of

| —thmgs, we, thould not remove -that fcept1c1fm in
- yeldtion to the finifter.views of ~Erance,~ which. has
been Yo freQuentlf manifefted fince:the .revolution
in that country ; if fome fhould yet maintain the
ggeneroﬁty of the motives to our alliance which ac-
tuated . the ‘magnanimous French “monarch, . fill
the proceedings in the Congrefs at Paris are. fuf-
ficient to open the eyes of blindnefs and prejudlce
. itfelf.: Purfuantto the policy of Turgot , as difplay-
' ed.in the fecret. memoirs* of the: French: cabinet,
Vergennes not only recommended the relinquifh-
ment of our ﬁ{henes, the nurfery of our fcamen ;
he ‘even advifed us to treat with Great-Britain
without an exprefs recognition of our Indepen-
,dencc. ‘To the difgrace of our annals, our Com-
| B | miflioners

N

/% Leg politiques de tous les cabinets de I‘Eﬁrop& Tome IL fol. 395, &¢.
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miflioners were then enjoined by pubhc authomy'
to confult the Frenc.h minifter, and to be governed
by his countel. The firm and enhghtened Apavs

and Jay revolted at the ldea.f And though affured.
by Vergennes, that Britain would never: cede. et-
ther of the two points, and though (to-ufe a mild
ph rafeology) meanly deferted by one of their col-
leagues, :our -Commiflioners fucceeded to- accom-

plith the. treaty of 178 3¢ .

Uron the attainmeiit of peace, thofe of our
‘countrymen, - who with. valor:ind - fuccefs had
fought the -battles of freedom, retived from ‘the
_tented field to the bofom of their friends and fam-
ilies, unremunerated- but by the proud “confciouf-
nefs miﬁ:g deferved well of their country.
Their modeft Chief, accompanied by the grateful
admiration’ of his countrymen, withdrew to the
'mild retreats of Mount Vernon. OFf Timoleon
and Paulus Emilius it is recorded, that they were
fo famous, equally for their virtues and fuccefs,
as’ to “leave it doubtful whether  their great
achievements were due to fortune, or to their
own prudence and conduét. The charadter, the
fervices, the virtue; of WasHINGTON, are indelibly
lmpreﬁ'ed upon the bleeding hearts of his furviv-
ing fellow-anzens. In the attempt to portray

them,
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ft'hem, the pcncd of :genius 1tfelf has defpaxred of
domg him. juftices v o :

t THE feeblenefs' and’ in'elﬁrjénﬂcy of the con-
federated fyftem, by which our national.affairs
- were' conducted during the war, were unfolded
in"all ‘their impotence at the retarn of peace.
Making due: allowances for the burthens and ex-
penfes of ‘an “eight years war profecuted too in
a manner -derogatory ‘to 'the national character
~of our enemy, did plenty; did the encouragement
of - ufeful inddﬁ:rf and commerce bear any ' pre-
portion to the refoutces of our country? Inftead
“of general regulatlons to embrace thefe 1mportant
objelts, each State was governed by 2 'narrow,
felfith policy ; - and under; pretence of fupporting
her own ‘trade and mantifactures, carried on a
commercial - warfare with her’ fifter 'States. - In
purfuit’ of this' policy; fome men of talents and
dlﬁméhon were {o confplcuouﬂy a&we, as to ac-
qulre a .degree of popularity, and an 1nﬂuence
over their fellow-citizens, which a fubfequent un-
relentmg oppofition to our prefent national fy{l

- tem has not yet wholly difpoﬂ'e{fcd them of.

| HAD Congreié been veﬁed w1th adequate
- powers during the war, many ferious inconve-

niencies, exPenenced at. its termmatlon, would
‘have been prevented. " Our meritorious army
) would
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would have received - feafonable - compenfation,
A more juft apportionment of the burthens.and
expenfes of the paft eight years would. have-taken -
place betwcen thc States. and amongft mdmduals.

THE humxlmtmn we . were e},pofcd to, for
years after peace, muft have gratified thofe proud
monarchs, who falfely. viewed our. conteft as the-
confli&t of Repubhcamfm with- Monarchy—Falfe.
ly viewed, becaufe our object was to. preferve and
“to perpetuate’ rights .and immunities to which
we had a copftitutional - claim, - confirmed by pre-
fcrlptwn. ‘We: ngver entertained the mad projeét
of. revolutlomzmg the world. Fortunately for
ourfelves _and for our poftenty, we were unlet.
tered in the mazy lore. of modern philofophy.
The bellef of a Supreme Being, the praétice of
religious .and moral duties, we never viewed as
uncongenial with the nature of our civil and po-
litical mftitutwns. “ Nor were we fuch fanatics in
Ph:lofophy to court ho{hhty with 2 nation for
a difference of cre¢d in religion or politics, *. Oth-
er nationg might be governed by one- or ‘more
defpots, by a Conful or Direétory. . To us they
were unimportant. I they interfered nat with
éur nghts, it was our duty and our polu:y' not
tO mtc;‘mq;ddle Wxth then' aﬂ'alrs. | o
"+ From
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- Frow 2 wvery natural digreffion; which -none
but wild enthufiafts will frown at,l proceed to. cons
fider the eflimation in which we were holden by
European nations, when fo much funken in our
own. Our foreign trade depended  wpon curs
tefy. and the momentary caprice of a minifter, -
Louis XVI. canduéted in.thig :cfpc& with honor.
able -though not. difinterefted - liberalit;. . His, pol-
iCcy towards s wag more beneficial than.all the
friendfhip and proteftations of -hig unprincipled,
fhort-lived fucceflors, Hitherto their . friendly
proflers havc been umformly accqmpamcd with
every fpccws of hoftility,

THE continued though meﬁ’c&ual efforts of
aur firfk Envoy to the Court-of St. James to effe&
a qommerclal treaty with Great.Britain, prove
how hghtly the - eftcamed ' . In plain language
we were told, ¢ yay have not a national govern-
ment capable of cnforcmg on your part.the ob-
fervancc of a treaty. 1 Qur {eparation from her
‘doubtlefs mnrtlﬁed her- prn:lfs:.l Qur difunion and
jealoufies gratified jt.: - Nor ought we ta.be fur-
prized if, at this period, fhe anticipated a re-union.
_Here, my fellow-citizens; let us paufe to reﬂe&
npq_nlthq perils. of ouy political fituation at this
anxious crifis.. 'We were diftratted by jealoufies
- and difunion. - Public credit was deftrayed. . Fv-

‘.l ~ . i L. ery
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ery effort to revive. it- was fruitlefs. - Oppofition
to its revival, if made by talents; was a fure road
to: popular ‘favour. - The public creditor was beg-
‘gared by public default.. Foreign: breditoi‘s ‘were
prefling, without effect, for the payment:of loans
made::when our all was at ftake, -+ This is but 3
faint fketch of the humiliating picture. - We were
apparently doomed to all the ‘horrors of anarchy,
to become a prey to each other; to' hecome the v11e
dupcs of forelgn mﬂucnce and mtngue. |

| This {'ad deﬁmy, the Tutelal y Gemus of Amer-
jca has hitherto averted. By her gemnl mﬂuence,
a form of government was by the voice of the peo-
ple adopted and ‘cftablifhed, upon ¢ a confolidation
of the union of the States.”  Upon its adoption
depended ¢ the profpenty, felicity, fafety, perhaps
national exiftence, of the American. people.”” 'The.
Conftitution, thus adopted; evidenced. their virtue
and good fenfe; as it refulted « froma fplnt of am-
ity,-and of that: mutual deférence and’ conceflion;
which the peculiarity-of onr: pohtlcal fituation ren-
dered mdlfpenﬁble.” This Con{htutmn thus ‘ap-
proved of and adopted by the people of all the States,
| ‘cxphatly vefted in the General Government all tbe
atiributes of National Sovereignty.. - It as exp rei%ly di-
wgfted the State. Governments of: cach and * ever}r of
~ thofe attributes, and- partlcularly prohlbxted their

- exerafe



15
¢¢¢¢¢¢

exerafe of any ad g" Natzanal j"ar fdtﬂ:wz.q Thus
was.a radlcal cure prowded for the many e evils and
 diforders then exPenenced and thus a preventwe:- |
was furm{hed againft the more fermus ills with
whxch we had been menaced. : |

A POLICY fo hberaf fo enhghtened {o calcula-
tcd to diminith the influence of men whofe popu.
larity and title to public: confidence had for their
bafis fpecious profeffions rather than found politi-
cal principles, popuhr appeals rather than public fer.

vxces, was fure to meet with thc:r difapprobation.
The fentxments of the people evidenced in favour
of the. Contftitution at the time it was adopted,

ftifled for 2 moment. the . fpirit of oppofition, and

compelled fome of its opponents to give their voices
in its favour. = But I appeal to your fober recollec-
tion, and to your prefent ferious convi&ion, wheth-
er that fpirit has not burft forth with virulence

againft every 1mportant confhtutxonal aét of our
national government.

| WITH an affectation of regard for the oﬁcers

and foldiers of our highly deferving < patriot
army,” thefe champions of State fovereignty in-
veighed w1th bitternefs againft the funding fyftem,

and urged the 1mpra£hcable icheme of difcrimina.
tion. |

WHEN
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Wrew rreutrahty was enjomed by proc}ama.
dﬁ they cenfured thi¢ tneafure 1s inconfiftent ‘with
Sur treaty ebhgatiﬁns, atid g the lugheﬂ: 'pltCh of

mgr&titude to France, then in thmr view the great
model of Repubhcanrfm. T e s

AW reN § in perfe& conﬁﬁency with ourintereft,
with our digmty, and with ‘good pohcy-, an Envoy |
was difpatched to Great-Britain to. demand: repar-.
ation. for her. aggreffions,” they’ reprcfented it: 28

aunmanly and ‘difhonorable. -Of every. thmg calcua
lated tb provoke ho{hhty thev were thie: -ready. ads

vocates.. In the true fpmt of gafconadc, they at-
tempted to bully Great:Britain' with’ ‘commercial
refolutions. - They conftantly oppofed every meaf.
ure of defence, or of mlhtary prepan.tmn,*tendmg
to-enforce the claims of our Envoy, or to eaprefs

our own fenﬁblhty.

WHEN that mﬁrument L pregnant w1th fo
much evil, " the Britith treaty, was ratified by the
Senate, and fo banarabbr difclofed to the public by
an *ban‘arab!e Senator, they made -every ‘exertion
to miflead the minds of the people upon:the: fub-
jects  Alittle. modeflty and refle®ion upon-. this
occafion would have dictated on ‘their part:-a dif-
ferent line of condué. In:proportion’ asthe-trea-
Lty was unfavourable to the American interefts,

“they
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they fhould have confidered themiclves refponfible

for its defedts. In proportion as a clamorous op-
pofition prevails in our free government, we fhail
neceffarily lofe our influence when treating with
any forcign nation. With deco regret I utter it,
the afliliated focictics of Genet werc almoft an
overmatch for our conftituted authorities, when
Mr. JA¥’s nomination took place. Such miftaken

principles then aftuated many of our citizens,
that had our territory, like that of the then free
and happy cantons of Switzerland, been contig-
uous to France, we thould have fhared their fince

wretched, remedilefs fate.

THR French government were foon advifed
of the ftrength of the treaty oppofition. Happily
for our country, they miftook the ebullitions of
the moment for an invincible attachment to their
diforganizing principles. In order to counte-
nance the phalanx on whofe {upport they de-
pended, and to fulfil the preditions of fome of
our nnworthy citizens, they commenced a pre-
datory war upon our commerce. They infultingly
told us, the motives of their conduét were to
teach us refpect for our neutral rights. They cen-
{ured our adminiftration in every particular that
Ead been urged by their {uppofed partizans.

C THESE
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Trese mfults and outrages began to produce
their natural cffet upon an intclhgent, higlh-
{pirited people.  Our overweeming  attachment
began to be fuperfeded by manly refentinent.
‘This falntary effet was checked, and the caufe ot
Jacobinifm was promoted in our country by a na-
tion, whofe blood and treafure had been profufely
cxpended to prevent its deleterious influence 1n
Europe. 'Yhe unwarrantable capture and con-
demmation of our veflels in the Britifh Welk-
Indics juftly cxafperated Amecricans. This frefh
aggrefhon was difavowed by the Britifh cabinet,
and imputed to the miflakes and errors of fub-
ordinate officers.  Changing the fource of the
aggreflion neither diminifhed the tefponfibility of
the Britith government, reftored owr property,
hor {oftencd our juft refentment at the moment.
But French depredations continuing, our minifter
to France not only unaccredited, but treated with
a petulan¢é unbecoming the dignity of any gov-
erament, thréee Envoys were appointed with full
powers to adjuft all matters of difference. The
contumelious manner in which they were treated,

the infidious attemots to perfuade them to {acti-
fice the dignity and interefts of the United States,
the public anxicty occaficned by the long delay

and extra-official intercourfe of one of thoe Envoys,
are
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are recent i your recollection.  "Uhe idignation
then kindled in cvery true  Anicrican  bofom
ought not to ceafe to operate, until a real fpirit of
amity on the part of I'rance fhall in fome mcafl-

urc atonce for her p:lfl outrages.

Arrer her repeated rejeltion of the Olive
Branch, after experiencing from her new and
agpravated hoftilitics, our government refolved
upon the proteétion of our commerce.  Our trad-
ing veflels were fuffered to arm.  Public fhips of
force were equipped and commiflioned to convoy
our trade, and to capture the French veflels that
annoyed jt. The beneficial confequences that
have refulted from thefc indifpenfible, though
expenfive meafures, have be¢n felt and recognized
throughout the whol¢ American nation. Millions
have been faved by them from French rapacity ;
and the labours of the mechanic, the tradefman,
the hufbandman and the merchant, been effen-
tially promoted. Yet thefe important meafures,
{o promotive of our folid interefts, were oppofed
violently by fome of our citizens. If they were
aCtuated by mijftaken, not perverfe principles, we
dught to forgive them. But, until the defolating
war, which convyl{fes Europe to its centre, be
terminated, we ought nat to forget them ; much

lefs Cught we to teftify qur gratitude for their
patriofic
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patriotic {ervices by cleting them our Governors
or Legillators.

WusN we confider the difficulty of forming
a Conftitution of government for five millions ot
freemen, fcattered over an immenfe territory, of
different habits, accuftomed to different laws and
ufages, of ftrong local prejudices, naturally jealous
of the governors even of their own choice, we
could not rationally expeét our national govern-
ment to be adminiftered without oppofition.

WHeN we refle€t that it {carcely began to
operate before the fafcinating jargon of modern
French principles were propagated throughout
our country, we are ftruck with admiration of

the virtues and intelligence of our countrymen.

WHEN we review the wanton provocations
to hoftility which we have received, as well from
Great-Britain as from France, though not in
equal degree, we feel a pride, as Americans, in the
prudence, moderation, wifdom and found policy
of our Natjonal Adminiftration,

WHeN we contemplate the confequences
which have refulted from our Indepenaence, artl
from the operation of our national government,
which alone can fupport it, gratitude to Heaven
compels us to afcribe to the God of our fore-

fathers
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fathers the mnumerable lllcmngs w¢ cnj(}y 15 A

pcople.

Ir we contraft the gloomy perod between
1784 and 1788 with the brightening profpedt
which our cxifting national fyftem has continued
to develop, we fhall find abundant rcalon to re-
vere its wifdom and cflicacy, to perfift in its {up.
port, and to purfue the fteady policy by which 1t
has been directed. Notwithftanding the depreda-
tions we have fuffered externally ; although a
mortal peftilencc has repcatedly ravaged our
cities ; and although two unprovoked rebellions
have enormoufly augmented our cxpenditures ;
yet our public credit ftands upon an unfhaken
bafis, our cominerce has ic+xtcndt=:d.‘,, our manufac-
tures have advanced, our agriculture is improved,
our wcal:t?ff‘_"and population have increafed in an
unparaﬂclcd:;ihanner. Such have hitherto been
the happy téfults of our wife national policy. But
in the apprehenfion of fome good men, clouds
and darknefs await us.

WE hear.gloomy p‘r*edi&ions of the probabie

confequences of our miffion to France, as refpects
our interior and fore;gn concerng, Should 2 free

- =i gy

intercourfe now take place between her and us,
it 1s feared that her former partizans in our

country will {fupplant in the public confidence its
long-tried,
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long-tried, fledfaft friends, and materially change
its policy. Tt 15 to be hoped that the underftand.
ing and virtue of Amcricans will prevent fo great
a public calamity.  We are induced to cherifhy
this hope, when we refle@ that even in thofe parts
of our Commonwecalth moft difaffcéted to our na-
tional policy, oppolition candidates arg¢ ftudious to
difavow any partiality to Irance, and loudly to
vaunt of their federalifm, the better to {upport
their pretenfions to public confidence.  With re-
{pect to our foreign concerns,it is apprehended that
an adjuftment with France during the Iuropcan
conteft will excite thp cnmity of Britain. Let usg
not, by oppoling our adminiftration, or by pre-
dicting the hoftility of Britain, invite it, If we
remain true to ourlelves, and continue to pl;lce 3
maunly confidence in opr national govéffr!{imcnt and
admniftration, we fhall have no r;{}f?n to dread
the frowns or hoftility of any nation, however po-
tent ; more efpecially of a nation that is generally
governed by wife maxims of policy, and that has -
io lately denounced to the world the unprincipled
interference of France in the affairs of other na-
tions. Be the confequences of the miffion favora-
biec or otherwiie, it has been adopted by conitiiu-
tional authority, and as good citizens we are pledg_-

ed to abide the iflue,
THE
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* "H'I"ii'ﬁ fﬁtﬁr‘égdéﬁinf bf' the-Ametican- efnfﬁre‘
'dependsmpon the conftancy, intelligenceand vir.
tue of the: ‘Ametican” people. - To rerder ‘it itiuly
“grreat -anid- gloriousy’ they: muft- continue cordially
and - conftitutionally to- -fupppft “our; national gov-
_ernment, renouncing the: abfurd, deﬁ'rpéﬁvg,; un-
| coﬁﬁitutioné.l dodtrine of State {fovercigntys :

Fhé § permcmus influeficé of forelgn mcendlanes
‘it be controlled by Alieny A&s. " 'The tongue of
foul’ ﬂandér agamﬂ: iir public fun&mnanes muﬂ:
be curbed by wholefome Sedltlon A& To ‘thie
lidnér’ of my ‘native: countrymen be it: {'poken,
few mdeed of them havtre been ccmw&ed of fedi-
tion.”The operation of the adt agamﬂ: this dan-
gerous crime has been chiefly confined to the pus-
ifthmernit: of .foreign "rénegadoes.. This. circumftance
alone.proves. its. expediency. 5 'The conftitutionality
-of .both: ats: remains: unimpeachied;: maugre the
‘elaborate regort to the Virginia Legiflature, drawn
by- the mifdirefted pen of the fpecious Madifon.

‘Had fuch falutary laws .been .adopted . by the free
xepublics. - of. Greece, .neither. the, emiffaries nor

the gold of Philip would have fapped their free-
dom. ' '

THB fﬁtuatxpn of our - territory, from. north
tq fouth embraced by _the ocean, the- abundance
~and the variety of its produ€tions, the induftry
| and

3 Y
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and havdy enterpnze of 1tg inhabitants, dire¢t our
dettiny i a commercial people. Dear-bought ex.
pericnce ftructs u;, that we can look to our-
fclves alone tor the protection ot our commeree.
We have witnelled the operation upon necutrals
of the jus gentium, as recognized by great martime
nations, who are never neatrals themiclves when
any marttune power is a belligareut. We have
witnefled how little favorable to the rights of neu-
trality are the opinions of their learned judges
and civilians.  Ilence we fec the abfolute neceflity
of a refpectable naval cftablifhment,t not for the

purpoies of forcign conquelt or of annoyance to
the trade of other mations, but {olely for the pro-

tection of our owi.

“ Let us obferve good faith and juftice to-
wards all nations ; let us cultivate peace andd har-
mony with all,”” as far as we can confiftently do it ;
let us purfue a fteady fyftem of policy, without
which no nation can become refpectable ; let us
refpett ourfelves and our own inftitutions, and
we fhall not fail to command the refpeét of for-

cig_n nations.

$ As our exports principally confift of the produce of the farmer's in-
duftry, his peculiar intereft in the fupport of a navy muft be obvious to
the flighteft obferver.



