-~ AN
. '-s“i i

ORATION,
.. | | | /L\
DELIVERED
AT GROTO N,

TWENTY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF

\&QERIGAN INDEPENDENCE,

ﬁ*L I FOURTH, 1805,

" By BENJAMIN HEMSTEAD.
&

v NORWICH :

\ h -
N "
\
.
.

PrintED v STERRY & PonrTER.

11805.




-

AN ORATION, &c.

e TS effe (S e

V " HEN we assemble together to celebrate the natal
Anmniversary of our Country, let us unite under 2n im-
pression of becoming solemnity—with undissembled hu-
mility—with a serious reflection on its importance-—and
under a deep sense of the gratitude we owe cur cemmon
parent.

WrExn we reflect how vastis the empire of America

~and the'extent of her dominion, and how free and happv

areits children; when we reflect on the tiving scenes our
country hasw itnessed in pérforming the gieat work ofli-
berty ; when we reflect on these things and the interposi-
tion of God in our‘favor in times of eminent danger ;
surely wWe say within ourselves we will rejoice and our
rejoicing shall be in the God of our salvation.

PrEAsED must we be, when recollection reminds us
of the horrors we have escaped at different periods—
when the sun of America was hung in sable, and the twi-
light clothed in darkness, that-we at this time can assem-
ble without control from the domination of princes and
privileged orders of men; and that a due sensc of the
inestimable blessings of liberty and equality warms the
souls of Americans, and promises by cxperience to pro-
motc their future felicity.

LEeT the influence of the heart-felt emotions and cheer-
ing anticipations of this day, call to our rcmembrince
the causes that have occasioned the rise and fall of em-
pires ; and the mighty revolutions time has witnessed,
and offered on the altar of inhumanity mithons of human
beings! When we tzke these things mto consideration, it
presents to the obscrver too vast a field to enter upen to
distinctly consider atthis time; but we niust remeiuber
that virtue and sciencg are the only means to rcach the
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pinnzcle of national glory ; and vice the great prelude of
becoming deserted by prosperity—An em:peror or a
king with their w hole detested train of pnvdeged
ders ; their popcs, priests, &c. have been the ultimate
causes of degencracy ; ofthe destruction of empires and
millions of human beings!

O~ this occasion, when we convene together, _we
cught remember, that our successors are rismg
with time _to take their standing on the - stage of hf:
Soon indeed will time with her speediest flight roll her
chariot over our alloted space,- and we must go the wav,
the oft trodden way that our ancestors have passed, and
zdd to the innumerable inhabitants of the dust It be-
cometh you then as christians, as republicans, and as

, to lead their minds to the imporiant events that

h:‘\e taken place in the worid ; the destruction that ty-
rants have created in the ov erthrow of empires, and ad-
monish them to be picparcd to resist a tyrart, who may
dare presume to excrcise a usurpation; and to preserve
the inestimable blessing of the unahienable rights of
W HEN we unfold the volume of iustory and cast cur
eyes upon the Roman empire, we say indeed it has been
the seat of human depr'n itv. Tho’ once raised to the
highest summit of glorv, vet wice was mtroduced a-
mongst them; they degenerated and fell into ruin.
Here we may learn the aw?ul lesson of a union of Church
and Statc; here we may learn the arts.of their popes ;
their fnars, and priv elcgcd men, who indeed have exer-
cised the most unreienting cruelty ; their dry pan and
gradual fire ; their repository of snakes and other nOi-
SOnous repthes with their wicked decds in prostltutmg
the fairest, the most virtuous, and even those who were
most tendcrly beloved by their parents, of the female
character. ‘These things ought forever to be remem-
bered to the latest posterity.

THo’ ina less degree, vet the same spirit was exer-
cised on our vererable ancestors, ulu\,h compelied themy
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to leave their native shore and seck on the western bor.
ders of the Atlantic some happier clime. But were weto
enter upon the black catalogue of erimes committed eon
them which compellcd them to leave théir native coun-

try, Ifear it would take up too much time for the aud;-
ence. Were we tolook buck on the miciortunes “hlch
attended them, I fear it might weary the patience of e
assembly ; but vou have heard the tragic story, yourfa-
thers, and your fathers fathers have looked upon their
little children, and while tears of affection stcod in their
aged cycs, have told tothem their painful story.

Bur after a multiplicity cf scenes had passed, in which
the fathers of our empire had to encounter with the sav-
age indians, with their uplifted tomahawk and the bloo-
dy scalping knife ; with the beasts of the unexplored fo-
rest ; with the inclemency of winter; no shelter from
the mttlmg storm ; no retreat from the sav age indians ;
from the Leasts of the field, nothing to shelter them; no
seeming friend but our common parent But ..‘L trmh
will ever remain sacred in the hearts of faithful Ameri.
cans, that after acerics of distressing events, and the
fertile fields of Amcrica began to be cuitivated, Britain fy
her proud and haughty mother, claimed the privilege of
taxing her without her consent. Altho? this viclation of
the rights of man was given up in submission, vet the
taxes increased till . the burthen became gricvous, and
then she petitioned for redress. However singular and
destitute of affcction this may appear, vet lier pctmow
were answered in menace.  Swarms of DBritish offfeers
were sent into the country; fruitless was her entreaties,
and fruitless washer patience. At last troeps were con-
ducted across the Atluntic, and began by shedding the
blood of Americans.

LiserTy & the unalienable rights of man,that inves.
titure of nature, now seemed to be but aname ; searce-
ly a pinnacle in the civitized world for the eacle of I berty
to rest her foot upon, she soared aloof in the liguid c-
ther, and took her flisht toward Eeaven, to oficr her pe-
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ttions to the throne of mercy ; but soon American Jn.
dependence was named, and an angel of liglit (as it
were) as'a messenger from the most high, bent his way
toward the earth, and conducted the genius of liberty to

these gensal climes. ‘
" TwENTY-NINE years has now rolled away in swift
succession, since the great assertor of the rights of A-
mericans was signed, and proclaimed to the world. Mjl-
i1ons of souls who beheld that eventual mom with the en.
raptured glow of patriotism, have already been translated
to brighter worlds, te the abodes of more than ‘mortal
freedon. - - - - - . - '
" Brz vhile we view our empire, rising like a phenix
from the ashics of ruin that was heaped upon tle founda:
tions of our houses, and see the flowing tide of glory with
twhich she is now attended, it opens the imagmation tc
unparalled excellence. To' represent to the enquirer
tis grievances that opened the great drama of'war, wouid
be to peint to the declaration of cur nghts. Theose who
were then advanced o mature years, know by experi-
ence the selemn truth of this dedication to Axmerican lib-
criy, and our emancipation from slavery, and a foreign
kingand master. Those indeéd whose years could not
{reasure them in remembrance, and thoze who have
“ince risen to view, receive the fithful testimony from
their fathiers.  Britania at the reception of this news, de-
t-rinined mere vigorously to subdue her by force of arms.
=he sent her floating batteries acress the Atlantic, . with
tueirthundering cannonand infuriated troops, and threzt-
hed devastation and ruin upon all that fell in their Wav,
1liv entered our scaports with their horrid engines of
rumn, and laid waste the wealth of the ashabitants ; their
woops marched into the interior with their artillery,
swords and bayonets, and with their other instrements of
death ; from which, rivers of bleod ensued, and svelled
the volume of huran woe. How eften has the diezdiul
trageay heen acted, when they have cntered cur towns
faid spurcd acthin g that huwun nature could acstrov,
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You indeed, some who arc here present, may lm ¢
been spectators of as horrid deeds as ever marked a. Go-
thic tyrant; many indeed of our country’s chiidren may
have witnessed their fathers, their brothers, and children
fall a prey to Eritish inhumanity. When they laid vwaste
ar towns, and laid in one common mass of ruia all that

opposed them ; when their bosoms were fired by malice;
and bid dPﬁ:mcc to humanity ; yct there remans monu-
ments of this sacred truth. "When houses were in flames
and husbands, fathers, and brothers were fighting in de-
fence of our common courtry ; vea when they were in-
humanly butchered, and l‘cavmg their fast sighs ; when
their dying groanstorturcd the ear of humanity ; when
the blood wglch flowed from their wounds encrimsoned
the ground, and tinged their clothes ; their mothers,their
wives, their sisters, and little children have sought
for refage in some adjacent forcst.

Tae tyrants who bore for Britania, her scepter in A
merica, saw in the spirit of her hardy sons, a deternii-
nation to repel the ageression of their rights, and turned
not thcir bosoms when it was fronting the bayorct, or
the sharp pointed sword, they determined to have re-
course to more inhuman mezans.  Altho’ war raged with
zll 1ts attending horrors, and the supplies of the necessa-
1y preductions of nature for the sustepance of man being
small, yet they exercised their strongest endeavors to re-
ducc them by the temmiving apprehensions of peris hing
with hunger.  But this was notall.  Altho’ at this im.
poriant crisis, the pma')ert of Americans began to dar-
ken; the atmosphaiz became clouded ; the thunders
ml‘cd in loud and solcmn peais ; every mmd was ag:ta-
ted ; cvery car was opened ; every eye was fixed with
(:up attention, tili the storm had passed our zenith, and
by the dircction of an almizhty arm, the tempest gradu-
aliv subsided and we becam:, to the astonishment of the
world, a pesnliar peoyle, blessed awith the poculir in-
dulgences ol nature.

Byt in jussing theoagh the seencs of the rovolntion!
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fatizue, cold and hunger they endured ; but an emanti-
patwu from a state of servility, sweetened all their trou-
bles. © ut letnot the noble mird pass over scenes like
the,c,*. 1:hout calling into coasideration, the providentiat
mannacr in which thev were relieved.  When the sol-
ﬂxers were in the ﬁcld, in the defence of our common
tountry and the rights of man, - the fairer part of all the
lcw er creztion, bllal(.d in - their domestic pursuits, tho’
not enured to the sultry heat of "the noon day sun,tho’
they were unused to the hardships of tilling the ground ;
Vet it is an incontestible truth, that they exposed them-

sclves to the burning sun, ‘and to the labor of the field,
a'ld contributed to their o wn and their little children’s
support, while tieir faithful fxther and husband were in
the ficld of battle. Witha pag\, it the faithlul hlStOI‘V of
America, marking these things with force, with spr”x-,
and energy, must be an honor to our country, and 1s
n ithout a parallel in the history of civilized nations.

" But let us consider attentively for a moment, the
deeds which inhumanly sacrifised thousands of Ameri-
cans, tothe unrelenting malice of British tyrants, and
let them never be forgotten. -
- ReMEM LR how often has their ships and their ar-
mies zttacked our seaports, and their armies, the inte-
tior of our country, and spared nothing thata human
being could destroy; but swept inalmosta universal
ranaer the defenders of our country; and the wealth of
the people, into the unpityiig bosom of destruction ; as
tho’ the unfeeling breasts of our oppressors tnovght 1t

not erough to acsr Oy Cur seaports with the aid of their
thu 1(1:11 13 cannon, and the devouring rage of elemen-
fal firc ; t ravage our country, and cut off all resources
from its defenders ; to cu.strov our iiicrior by fire,
where ver thelr simics marched ; to abuse our houses of
rublic worship, dedicated to the Iviig God ; to put the
. neble (-.i\hdds ¢f our country to the sword ; to drive
from thewr dwedling, women and littic cialdeen, and al-
low them only time suliciont o deput and be specte-
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tors of the awful scene of their houses in flames ;: not
knowing which way to wander for security, but pertaps
to some contigious forest; yet notwithstanding these
things, as tho’ they thought the hearts of Americans
were shut up in cold and icy fetters, or their senses be-
come destitute of the human feelings; yet shocking
to relate; the American history bears testimony, and I
appeal to you for its sacred truth, and to humanity for
the inhumanity of thedeeds. Remember the manner in
which the English treated-the honorable American pris-
oners ; see the awful effects of the prison-ship and su-
gar-house, where they put them upon a scanty pittance,
and that which was not fit to cast to the humble mastiff.
See the wretchedness they spread through the country
with the small pox, fevers and whatis still worse, a dead-
ly poison, a poison which put an end to thousands of pa-
triotic Americans ! Let the shameful story be told to
your children, and they to another generation,; let time
never efface the impression; and learn them how to ap-
preciate the blessings of a deliverance from sucn inhu-
man monsters. Though now freed from 6pp~:ssion and
the cruel jaws of the tyrant, yet reflection must awaken
our minds to these things ; and when inhumanity pre-
sents itself in its most hiedious deformity of human na-
ture, points to the prision ship and the bones of the de-
ceased, though now dead, yet their remains are an ever-
lasting monument of the scenes our country has witness-
ed, and the recourse that was had to bring her to sub-
jection. These noble, these virtuous, and these heroic
defenders of our rights, tho’ they saw almost inevitable
death ifthey continued faithful to the cause of their coun-
try, that if they would enter the field under the com-
mand of Britain’s proud and venal servants, that it would
soon render them objects of freedom from the loathsome
prision ; but no ; they determined to die; death was al-
most inevitable, or their country should be free.
ReruBLicaNs! remember these things, the fatal
schemes you have escaped ; call your immagination to
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vour deceased brethren, how often have they been wit-
nessed walking in the streets, after exchanged, with their
emesiated bodies and tottering limbs, with their haggard
eyesand fallen checks, and nothing to cheer their mmnds
but the hopes ofa future happy existénce ; yet, tho’ they
have departed, and tlieir bones lie buryed beneath the
sand of some contiguous shere, where the seat of human
slaughter was contrived ; or exposed to the rays of the
sun,or the waves which rudely dash ajainst them,or per-

ps in some christian grave-yard ; yet they live in the

e .

ind of 4 gratefiil and affectionate people. - |

 WiiLe we call to our remembrance, truths which
every aged American bears ne witness, let us not pass
over those in,which their ingenious wickedness was exe-
cuted at fort Griswold; and the destruction of New-Lon-
don ; remember; on that doleful morning, the pangs
which seized the hearts of these who heard, when the so-
lemn sound of alarm was given by the sound of the can-
non which summoned them together; as the voice of
God, to appear before him, to render their accounts,
which alarm was given from the summit which witness,
ed that scené of human woe. -~ . -

_ Yea, remember, when the fathérs of alhost every fa-
mily, and those indeed who had not arrived at the age of
fan, were preparing to run and meet the enemy, and
stand in defence of their birthright, ta rescue their wives,
their parents, their brothers and sisters, their litfle chil-
dren, and their country, who were watching their mo-
tions with anxious solicitude, not knowing they should.
ever see them again an animate being; till the sound of
the arch angel’s trumpet ! ‘

 WiEeN reflections, like these, awaken our sénses, and
we in imagination; behold the vindictive British sol-
diery, and the causes that has effected means like these,
let our hearts bear testimiony of our gratitude to God,
who has interposed in our favor, and delivered us from
the prospects of sitnilar distress ; and that we are redeem-
od from a state of bondage, which now siuks the inhabi-
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tants of eur ancient oppressars beneath the load of almost

msuppamble wretchedness and misery. Under these
pressxons,letusumtcandrqmce,mdletmn'rqoncm;

beXnPﬂxesaIv?(glkofourCmngv )

FTER 3 struggle of about seven years, in
Which America endured fatigue, cold and almost
beyend the human calculstion ; yet the ri of our

COURLry were aclmowledgcd, and supulaums of peace
AFTER t objectof independence was obtain-
ed, our count:?ﬁd u{cn but one branch ofthe great
bulwark of national safety, for government was then ne-
cessary. ‘The patriotic léadets in the revdlution were
fearful of the result of experience ; various were the opin-
ions with regard to a system ; amiong these, was the fa-
mous Alexander Hamilton, ‘who has since fallen in de-
fence of his honor, in a duel, which he declared and con-
fessed, was in violatipn of his religious sentiments, which
‘eught to remam inviolable to every other ; who propo-
sed before the Convention 'a Govemment mm open defi-
anee of the rights of man, and nothinf better than our
country had been bleeding to oppose ; it spake in the
voice of the noble, to save the people from their worst
encmies, themselves. In this plan of the celebrated
Alexander, we find a senate for hfe, and an abolition of
the state governments : What a noble plan ! Judicious
chmce' What a happy invention! And indeed what
a pity the wisdom of the et'er memorable convention had
not adopted it. How much trouble annually should we
have saved in elections. How still and peacable the
times; no rivalship ; no party spirit; a sedition law to
close our lips, a standing army to over awe the multitude
ofthe people. Let this admxrable frame of government
cver be remembered, and let it also be remembered that
his whole life bcspoke a conformity to it ; that his wish.-
cs were never gratifyed, but always cherished a
of hope, that his anxious hope, would, before the dawn
ofimmortality, find a lxttle repose You have witness-.
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ed with what success he tried his scheme; you have
witnessed him as one of the most conspicuous of the fed-
eralparty ; you have witnessed him with the high handed
leaders of his party falleninto 2 state, where they seem-
ingly ought rather to excite our pity than contempt.
But the schemes they have exercised ought ever to be
held in abhorrance and contempt, and asa so'emm war-
ning to guide our steps in future. But Hamilton is
dead, and the influence of his principles are soon to fol-
low ; and may they both be buried in the peaceful tomb
of oblivion. =~ .

. THE great and mighty sound has reached afar off,
and wher: it reached the shores of proud and lofty Britain,
mourning was recomended ; but humility was not there.

"They found indeed that God had taken him away ; no
rcstoration to his earthly tabernacle ; not a parallel in
Americs, in their estimation. But as God is in-
finite, ‘that he has interposed in favor of our country, in
tmes of danger, let us again say we will rejoice, and let
our rejoicing be in gratitude to God.

- 'AFTER encountering a series of difficulties, the Con-
vention ratified the present Conszizution ; it went into op- -
eration with a Washington in the presidential chair. With
regard to thc principle of this unparalled monument of
human wisdom, 1tis not essential to know whither a
Franklin, or a Madison, laid the plan, asboth were in
that honorable body, and both conspicuous members.

Durixc the time which \’V'tshmgton sat in the presi-
dentxal chair,all was quiet and prosperous,and dissentions
creptnot among the people, till -Washington retired to
the rural scenes of private hie His retirement opened
the door of nccessity for making choice of a man
to supply his place. T hc attention of the people was
placcdupon Mr. Adams. He was elected ; he accep-
ted, but the peepic pronounced him unw orthy their con-
hden(,c,dnd they sent him from the office. While he con-
tinued in office, gm ernment grew uniformly stronger ;

axeswerce ratsed; the exnences of gevernme nt increased;
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in a short time, we found ourselves loaded with a stamp
act, aland tax ; withan alien law; with a sedision law ;
witha useless judiciary ; witha standmg army ; with A
host of officers to harass our people and eat out t their sub-
-stance, and our country sinking into debt, with 8 per
cent. loans, &c. In short, the people began to be fear-
ful that they were going to be led to try by experience
the truth of this doctrine, that a national debt 1s a na-
tional blessing. 1 know indeed that all men are fallible,
that accidents are incident to the human race ; but in-
deed these had like to bave been mistakes too fatal and
had the appearance of premeditation and design. Thesé
things opened the eyes of our countrymen, and prepa-
red a way for our emancipation, and for an opportunity
indeed of preparingalegacy of inestimable value to be-
queath to our innocent posterity.

Tury pursued their course with too much prec:pl-
tancy and zeal; every circumstance was calculated to
convince the people that a despotism awaited us. Could
the power have been obtained, every evil that sullied
the noon-day sun of the Roman empire, might have been
witnessed, and indeed a comparative consequence might
haveensued,wrth that of our mother country.But we have
once more been delivered, our country preserved from
an irremedible consequence ; for Jefferson succeeded in
the chair of state, amidst the acclamations of millions.

Wien we call our attentionto a view of the men arid
measures of the general government, surely we at once
conclude theadministratorsexcell as far as the measures.

WHex we look into the presidential chair and be-
hold a Jeflerson, with a Clinton at the hcad of the senate ;
and in the department of state, a Madison, and of the fi-
rances, a Gallatin, we indeed feel secure from the whole
artillery of federal slander, tho’ they have been levelled
agamst them with all their ingenuity. \When we call to
mind the situation of our country under the administra-
tion of Mr. Adams, and see the enormous dcbts that
were daily contracted, and the taxes that were Lud, witly
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pur courtzy continually running in debr, and view jtatthe
present day, with the repeal of many appressive taves ;
rosedition law ; np alien law ; no starding army ; with

an addition of a’ valuable éxtent of territory, and a pros-
pect of the extinction of the natidnal debt in a few years,
weat once say Republicans are the only faithful servants
of their country, therefore let us rejoice. Let it there-
fore be a source of joy and gratitude to those who are
justadyancing to the stage of man, to God for his al.
mighty interposition in osr favar, and the common de-
fenders of “our country. The broad stone of our temple
was laid ; the biiilding was reared and dedicated to liber-
ty and ready at our hands to receive. We therefore in
gne commion yoice unite, under a due sense of the ines-
timable blessings ofliberty, that we are in possession of
the only part of thé globe where the rights of man are
understood and cxtended ; and like a Lion rejoicing in his
strength, open the way for millions yet unborn. |

M4y atrue sense of the blessings we are in posses-
sion of, inspire the breast of Americans ; may they uni.
tedly sce that virtue and science are the two majn pillars
of ‘national” glory ; may these bé cultivated, and
handed down from generation to geaeration, till the an.
gel of God shall swear that time sgall be no lenger, - -

FINIS,




