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?\.fOSBS liODGDON, ES~. 

SiR~ 

'I'he underfigned Committee of arrangen1ents for tlle celebratron 

of the anniverfary of the 4th of Ju11, d"o by delire nf the Com pany ~ who 

attended the fame, Jlereby r(queA: your pernliffion that the elegant, and 

patriotie Oration by you tbis day pronou;nced, roay be publifhcd, and 

thrtt }'ou will furnith us with a copy for ~he !'re[s. 

04 

W~1. I(. ArrKINSON, 

OLIVER CROSBY7 

WM. HALE . 

• 
.. 
• 

GEN'TLZ.l\!EN OF rrUE COMMI'f'l'EE, 

I HAVE nQ pleafure greate~, than in complying wi~h t}le 

TequeA: of thore friends, on whofe jndgments I can place conf~oence.·· .. 

Confidering YOUT application fiatteling, tll0Ugh afcribing to roe more 

merit than I deferve, I wi11 cheerful1y furr.iOl the ,apy you requcG. 

With refpe"q., Gentlemen, 

I am your humble fervanr, 

MOSES ti ODGDON., 



_ !f! , __ . I -11[1_:,*_ ?! _. __ 

1t~ELLOW CI::rIZENS, 

A S a hum ble ~tdvoc.:lte of (ree prihciples, I fire 
to addrers you-",Let mc app~al to the dignity of yom minds, 
to the (enfibiJity of your hearts, that I may roure the fpirit 
of liberty, which once dwelt in our-Iand, and produced 
profperity and happinefs; which enlive'~~d every courlte~ 
Jlancc, and gave joy to all, who felt an intereft in the honor 
and glory of our country. Is our Ilature changed, r.hat we 
cannot relifh the delic!ous pleafures whieh flow from inde~ 
pcndencc and good government? Or is the mind lo imhral. 
led by ilS own inactivity, that it will not afpire to enjoy fueh 
a noble boan? I rejoice and. congratulate you, my fellow 
citilens, upon the glo'rious effects of that eventful period, we 
n(~w celebrate j and in the fervor ()f my Ileart, I would return 
thanks to that God, wIlo holds tlle fate of empires, th~t ,ve 
are perolitted to afferl1ble on tllis occafi(Jn. Since the laft 
year many of DU r fellow citizens, who were wont to enjoy 
the plearures of this aOlliverfary, have paid tlle lan: dcbt to 
nature; have gone to the ~Ient tnaf!fiolns of eterrlal reft. 

Can we contetnplate the da.y, ill r:J11icll (Jur Jlation wa~ bro't \ 
into exifience, without feding t~e mofi live1y emotions 
of gratitude; and beflowil1g a tribute f)f praife UpO,.) tlle vir .. 
tUf: and heroirrn, Wllicb \vere difplayed by t11e :l~ll{lrious pat
riots of tllat tiule ? "l'be feeble efforts ofall ord:.1ar)' g~:lliu$ 
cannot do jufiice to f"uch diftinguifhed meriL The ardor of 
their nlillds increared. as the nlagnitu{le ()f their dif1icultie~ 
progreffed. TI-ley \\'el"e ready t<) ellCOllntcr [be (lillrt:fTing 

, elnbarratfrTIcnts, "wvllicl1 ~~rc\v i'rom tl1c pecllliar CirC\1111{lallccs 

of tIl e re ene; t 1-1 C Y \v e re \'1 ren li () Ll S t (} re n'IO v e a 11 () h f t a c l es t Il a t 
CO t.ll cl i m p c cl c the a c :: () n l I) 1 i {Il I ne 11 t o f the i r \v i fIl es .\ V it 11 t 11 eir 
arms tIlc;' foug11t ()\lr battles; tileir blo()d {lained ()ur {treets J 

their Jllagn~\rlimit}, proln,?ted tllCtl~ to fpentl the taft farthillg 
of Ihei, li.; !ALilCC, and th\~:r cour,lge urgcd thcm to lar ,})\\ill 
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their lives for their country's good. The powers of fancy, 
~~dcd hy the glowing rouches of fllperior art, cannot paint 
to the imagination an objeCl more interefting, and dignified 
than the one befc)re \l~ ; a nation led by a little band (lf Ile
roes, emerging from flavery to freedom ; the light of reafon 
diffufing itlelf thr()ugh a '.vhole COulltr}' ; ill~erleal.lal vigl1r 
increafi ng with fuch rapid force, as to brcak the {h;,tckles.; 
which reitriEted the freedom of thought, and kepl the mind 
inv()l"ed in ign()rallce. Can ~'e dwell up()n a fubjttt ro 
imp()Ttdnt to ourfelves, fo intereiling t() hUITlarl tlature, with .. 
out feeling the raptllres of enthufiatffi? Can we )o()k back 
On the ti;Tle, when (Jur ancel10rs ftr\lggle~ witr, nlifery arId 
diflrefs, to obtain for \1S libertj· and independence~ Wilhc)tlt 
feeling conlCiou.;, hd\v much we have negleBed to prelerve 
what tlley fi) dearl}' bought? 

Our,~ is not the tafk to travel through the dreary fce.nes of 
a revolution and eftablifu a free governrn:>nt j bilt ane more 
arduous i we have to contend with all the c()llfliEling paffi,.>ns, 
incident to human weakners, to prefer,'e and n)ai'1tain that, 
which the experience of aged Statefmen; upon ",ife delibe
ration, taught them to adopt. ~:very fibre of Ollr frarne 
wo.ld firive to give the firO accerJts of praire, ifwe c()lJld re .. 
aJize tlle bielIi'lgs lhat might rerult fr(Jlll fuch c()lle8ed wif .. 
dom. AtT1I)jtion in everr fc)rrn rires around us to prevent 
it.; tile experienced and iglll)rarlt prcterld equal c'lairils to 
'~C!llflden(e; p~rfidi()us Fnlicy takes the place (jf fnund 
prillciples, alld vir[ue and h()llell y are n()t ()!ludf'red 
among the qualitie- uecd!'ary to form legiO,Hon and StdleJ. 
men. A g()Verllment f()llllded alld adrIlilli!lered 'IPOI] tru~ 
'principles of libertr, is fcarcel r to be found in the annals of 
hiUory. To behold :i ponion of the human ami!y enj(jj'ing 
happinefs, that would arife frolD the operati()n~ of fud! a fyf· 
tem, would excite admiratioll in every mind, that w'as not 
l()ft tC) helleV()'enc~, 3fld callollfer. by c()rrupti()llø It has 
been a ttlerne ()Il \tvr.ich phiJalllllrC)pifts and pllj!ofophers have 
dwefr, irl fprightJ}· (lrains, of traI1fp()rting eulc'gy, frol'n ,ho 
eartjefi tillles ttl the prefent day. rl'hey have ill tr,eir clofets 
~)herl agilatiflg tlle lhe'.lr)' aTlet princiJ)les of a free gov. 
errlrqellt, beerl raifecJ t() : ile higheft pc}irlt of IJleafure, of 
~ vY 1'1 i ( h tIl eir Ti a tur ewa S {li fe e p t i ble. B II t "i r t IJ C a n cl not Il
ing but vi. tue, was \vhat tlle~/ inculcated t(> fupport it. 
Wj'n()ut a nalion is virt\lOUS, it Canli()t be free, "jtll()qt 
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frced0iU i ~ ca,lnot be happy. To adminifier tbe affair$ 
of a republican gc)ve.rnnlent, in a. Inanner ~Nhich \vill pre-= 
vent the grc)wlh ()f cl.\rruptioll, alld fecure the firft prÅilci~ 
ples of liberty, requires the \ltmoft fl~ill of great politicians, 
alld the l)e{} cJfrnen" l'll(~ cOlnplf'xedllefs of1[5 nature, m,ake! 
jt difncuit te) arrange its "vari()us pdrts ,; nothing but nice r)er~: 
cepti()ri an<1 aCtJte jll(jgrr)etlt~ can prepare tnelIl for harrno. 
ny. Tl'le deJicacy '()f ilS text.ure reqtlires a firm and {leady 
hand ta keep all the p()wers in a pr()p.er balance. \Vant of 
energy, warH or hone(ty~ or want ol talerlts, ,vill introdute 
dif<lrder illtO a ryfte:lJl f() c(1mplicare(i, and tlie pernici()o, 
e ff e c t s ore i t 11 e r \\i i II j j e v ~!I r be att e rI cl e cl t () ~ t i I { the v d r (: 

. , 
brOlJaht te) att llOOl1 tl,e Ilc(effitit~s-. e)f \\'ifhes ()f marikind. . \'::) , .. 

Sillce tilen, nl" fell()\\' citizfllS, wc have tranrmitted to us ~ 
governrnr.nt f()f!;led by the wifdom of nur fathers, up"n prin
ciples of trlJe liberty, let U~ e)~amine wllat n-)ear~res, we fl1all 
take t() llrc{ervc it ancltfJnfnlit it to Ollf p\,){lerlty • Never 
let it be raid tl~at wc tIe) I)()t \'all1c liberty as we ought, nor 
that \ve have tleen rC1Tl;rS In ()~Jr dtlt)1 t~) prefcrve it. Let us 
brillg tlle f()rce lur ()l.lr Iliillds into atti()rJ, and exert the 
ftrength of our nerves, to difcharge every dl,lty illcumbent 
upon us, as free' citizerls, and rnenll)ers of an independent 
g()\'erntn~nt. Let our dili~ence and a8iv·ity be ruch, that 
reproaeiles ()f cOllfcience, (,lr the horr()rs ofinlagination, may 
laot diflurlJ l)S~ ".'Ilen reeking tranqllillity an,l retiremert~. Jf 
"'e advert Lil (he page ()fllifiory (or irlforl'nation, we (hall finel 
lh~lt free nations huve rircn and fallerl by lheir own hands ;, 
~lldt ro I()ng as they cultivated virtue 311d cotlfidcred tlonefly. 
a good qualiry in a citizCl), they erijoY'ed liberty and bap
pilld~. But when corruption advanced, liberty and happi
ncr, retired. \Vick(~d men arrived to po\ver by wicked 
meafures, ar1d to prc[erve their p()wer they rer()rte(~ lo ruch 

. meac.s ~s redllced their fellow .citizens tg flaverJ'. Alld 
lllU~\ we {ee~ the virtu,e (hat \1nce expelied a l'arquill, and 
re-e{lablifhed liberty in Rcme, was too weak te rire tlpc)n (he 
fuins of Cæl'ar. Remarkable it is, I appeal t(> hi(lorr to 
pr(Jve {llY affertjon~ that v,benever a free n~ti\)ll loft its lib
ert y, tlley JC)ft il b)' the macllinati0ns, and treachero\Js policy 
of tll()fe ver}' lnen, Wllt) cal~le fc)rwarti as cllanlpion~ ,;f frcc~ 
d{)ln, aflu defeIlders of the rights ()r (nallkind. \V itl. pro
felIior!s of patric)tiftn, tlley gained the confidenee ()f their 
f ~ t l q ',l C; i t i ~ ens? a n (~ .:-, o Il V C r ( <; cf i t to the i r o \\' n a i"n bit i o u s 
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vie\vs. 'Vit}1 trle cry of liberty they fowed the feeds of 
C()rrllpti()n, atld a11archy; aIld with a fpecies ()f policy at 
llrfi d()LJ btful, l11e}~ e{tab:ilhed themfelves tJpon tl,e ruins of 
tllcir fcllc)\y citizens. Ullder the Inafk of economy, they 
w()uld enricll theITlfcl\"es at the pllblic expelnce; arId ullder 
':tle pretcnce of lJenevolence and hunlanity, they \\!ould 
.de!l-roy the bappin,ers and take the lives of thourands. 

I \vill now turn YOtlr attention to the time, when our prefent 
go\'crntllcrlt was eftablifhed. The blaod that \vas fpilt and 
the tc)ils t11ut \vere endured in tl1e revolutionary war, did not 
of thcmfelves produee a government; they only laid the 
f()\.Jndati()n for Olle. It is eary to conceive 11CiW aJarllling 
th~~ c ri fl s () f plI bl ic affai rs was at tllis ti Ille ; peop le \V()rll 

() II t \v., t h III e ra t j g 1.1 esa n cl 11 ard fil i P s o f a l () n gall cl (lot l b t ru l 
war; n.any \vere reclllccd to abjeEl poverty by the e,'()r-
1l1()tJS t.axes in11)(){eo upc}n them. Otllers YlerC mourning 
tlle IClr:, ()f fOlne dear c()nneEtion, !lnd f()und tllem{el'/es Jef'
t i Sl e cl .. t ( ) (fl e fl ,:I til e re 1'11 a i, l der of t 11 eir l i v es i n p o ~. t r t y a rl d 
wretclieda1erS Befides thele, tllere wcre a nUrrjerOl~S train of 
fofdier~, WilO had with patience 3tld ?atril)tifm~ traveilcd 
throu~~h and lurm(~Ullted a.11 Oppofilion, flot }·et p.lid a t~ .• 
thillgf()r their fervices. A foreigrl <tnd d()meflic debt pref:. 
fing (in ever}1 fide ; and 110 means pointed (J{Jt h(}\v nloney 
was t() [)e rail~d to pay thein. TI1cfe \\-cre f()nlC (Jf tllC Illa· 

nyeviis that e=~i(tetl, whell it was IleCt~{Jary a gCllcral gov. 
ernment filould be eHablafhed, (Jr our illdepcndellce was 
gC)rle forever. A p()or people, a difcontellted army, alld am
biliou~ ,lemagogues, ail tcnded to embarra(-; meafures abollt 
te, be taken for the new g()vernm,ent. Unanimity could not 
~Je ex!)efted UP()ll a ru l>jett (o comp!icated and ilnportant ; 
diffic ul lies irrlmecJiatei y arofe froDI diverfities of Opillion. 
SOInr! (Jf the me,ft pr()minerJt features of ()ur federal confti
tutio:n lllet \-vitll ueclded 0IJPf.>fi tion ; at fir Cl, tIlofe \v110 ob· 
jetle:.d to particular parts r)r(Jfefrf~(j t() adtnire tlle remainder. 
But ()Ppt)fili()n JflCreafc() \vitl1 \Varrllth, as tl1C tilJ1C apilroach. 
f!d w he rl t his [le W COfl [ti t UtiOIl was to g() ill t(> Ol)(;)ration; 

( . -' 

and firlal1y many difcolltented, alld ambiti()\lS rnell, irlilpa-
tjent of any gavernmeIll .; each condemnirJg his parlicular 
part, arraycd therTlreIves into a p()werful 0l'l)ofitic)n, and 
ope'l ly refifie() tvery t:Jeafure tl,at \vas calclliated tCl give 
our nt\v governm<:11t a fair e-xIJcrimcTlt. 'l'his alarmtd tlle 
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friendSl of the confiitu-tion, the~7 kne\\' tIle; troubles of anar-
chy, and dreaded the tiw~, wb'cn Americans werc to be <Jo

gain \~,ithout goverllmer,t. The greatefi \\.,if(]orn and tal
ents idiA:ed to fupport it; arguments and found rearoning 
were reforted to, to fhew the ncceffit)' of a general govern
ment, and ho\v \vell this \vas adapted to the genius. and 11ab .. · 
ilS of the AJnericar. people. HeTe, OlY fello,\' citizerlS~ \ve 
beholti the origin ()f t\VO great pol:tlcal f)artJes irl our COuo'
try; the friends of the c()nftitlltion affumed the 11arlle of 
federalifis; thore ill oppofition niled tllcnlfelvcs al1tired
ralifts. Since that tin~e the former .lJave uniforrnl)' lllP
portedI the appellation, they at fidl aHurncd, and cl1detlVOUT
.~d to n1aintain tl1c pritlciplcs of our govertl111cnt in their ori .. 
~~inal f)urity. Bllt how was the cafe ,vitl1 t11e latter ~-
Tlley ,difliked the title tllat \vas affuoled by thernreives ; it 11ad 
in itrc!f a firo~g fe.nblance r~f 110ftilit}1 t<J tl~e conflitut;()Il.: 
to palliale appearances they 11ave llllce afI-tlnlftl a nl()re· 
fpeciol.ls narne, that of repu blicanf.. * 'Vhat w ::re the charac' 
ters of the lea(Iing mel} ill tl,c{e parties, \\,llen the}' f~rrt rofc~ 
in opp(){ition t(> cach orller? Tlle federalifis, my fello\v ci
tizcns were men of 'cand ~md enlightened underflanding;, 
attached to virtuous and n·(.~IlI.H hablls; their knowledge of 
botll nien atld g()vernnIClilS \A"a5 great. and prat1ical ; t.hev 
kncw how to prererve iiberty and reflrain the exceIIive and 
ttJrbulellt paRiC)ll:; ()r tlle wickc(} pat t. ()f rociet)'. On tlle 
o the r han d, 11 () \ ',' cl i ff c r e Il t ! man y ~J f t Il c ant i !'e cl c ra 1 i Il s j Il 

tIleir krl(l\\'ledge ,\'cre ~l;eCl,!at!'.'e, ill J)rincip!es iiceflti()llS, 
arld in cl~\araEter c]efperate. Religion tlley treatcd as moc;k
ery, and yirtuOtls Ilabits \vcre ridiculed as nothing I)tlt tl1e 
effctls ()f flJpernition. SODal did tlle nlalignar.t ~'ld lie'en·· 
tious principtls of tllC oppofers of Dur cotl(l!(ution file" .. 

• This m~\y be afcertaineJ byrecurring to the proceec!inAs of State ~on,. 
yentions on the COI1Llitutioo of the Unit~d States; th:-tt tho:~e \yto wcr-f.! 

t 

antiftderali(:\s ar~ univerfally republicans, I do not prctend to a(fert, 
tbat ther are generally fOt j!; a faCl: as notor~ous as any in hiUory--
Mr. Jefferfon, Georjte Clinton the pr~fent Vice Prefident, Munroe. 
Dawfon, Gelrry, .. .,ove-rnar Sullivan, Benjamin AuLlin the author of 
Honeftus, 3nd many cthers ,veTe dillinguilhed antifedcrdliHs, who are 
now dininJIuHbed republicdns. No: t~: C:.trolina was wholly antifederaJ, 
and F .. hode Ifldnd. The TIofion Chroniclc "las dectdedly an antitedrral 
paper, and is 1l0W as decidedly republican. It is fufficieIit for Ule, tcat 
the llrelident and Vice Prcatident \vr-re antifederalifis. 
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themfe'lve~:, in iheir attacks on the federalifts. Tho(e me'!}., 
who ,vere am()ng the fir11 in our re\'o}uti()n j \vhc) f<}llght 
'our b:attlc's, ",·110 expended their little all to f'uI)port our in· 
'dependence, \vere 'cha'rged as guilty of the 'highell crimes 
knO\\"fl in forietv ; becaufe tllev volunteered te> clefelld the 

J ~ 

'conOitutioll arld fllpport the ~(\"\"erl)ment cf tIleir c(,')ntry. 
Trearon and a defign tn efiablifh mondrchy and defiroy~!he 
'libeJ't)'of tl-le people ,,'ere atn()ng the nlultitude of tllefe en· 
(1rm(){lS charges \\;'hCll at the fa111e time t11t: alltifederaJifl!C 
repre'ft~nteåt therl,felves as frie!lås ()r 11unlCll1it y, jeal(lus (}f 

"Jibf!rt)', or;ct advocates ()f the crlly trlle rights tlf the peOi»)e. 
"'·'ill an}' catldic! rnan \v"ho Ilas c\-er tead, (jr hearcl of a free 
gcverrlmellt:, \\:ho kllO\\'S \Vhilt fire the principal chara8erif. 
ties of it, ra'\' tllat ()!le, \vhl) is h()Ilcfll" deV(ltcd to the con-. " 
flitutioll of the United St['tes, is all eneæy to freedolll? 
Everv feature of it is republican, and cvery principle that of 
Jil)erty. And ,,'"ill any man, who is .acqlJailllecJ ,\'ith lile te .. 
nclcious obflinacy of lluman prejudices, be fo Ilardy as to 
°declare, that one, who conceived an early prrjudice againft 
O\lr confiitutioT', who arrplied tlle mon. vi()lerlt tll~1rt!reS to 
oppofe it, eatl ever be ro recollciled, as :0 be cordial ill (lis 
attachment to it? I trlJft tlley \\'ill not. .\ morlg llle nloft 
fe"JIJs cl1arges againfl ,he fcderalifls, \\'as an attemll( to 
farrn a confolidated g<)VCrnnlcllt b)' InakiJlg (Ile flllall States 
equal t() tlle grcat ones in the fellat~. This char~c \vas rllp
ported ,vitil gr~at ar,ilitics and vi()lcI1Ce i and had tlle r"ll" 
portt·rs (.lr it furce-eden, the liltlc States, of\vllicll i\: C\\'-

Hampfhire is one, v,'fJuld have )c>!l: a.ll (clvereigllty at1d 
iniluellce il) the CC)llllCils of our J13tion. Some of tl,e prt~ud 
Virginians·, elated witl1 the idea of bef()nging to a grcat 
State, thought tl-ae}' had a rigllt to di8ate ",hat they plea{cd 
to lllt~ natioll j .and Ilad the varlity to believe, the)- eoul,} 
ereR ruch a government as \\'ould fuit l!!Cnlfelves, Clnd nlain
lairl it agaillfl tlle wilhes of all the little States. I hc)pe the 
pride of N ew-I-I'ampfllire wil! lle,,.er flo()p tt) de~end a policy 
that tends to deitroy her rovercignty, arl') imp()rtance. In 
'fpile of ()ppofition, wc filld llle federalifis t.:flat)Jifl,ed a g(JV

ernment and put its various branches iUlO opcration. And 
'''"hat was tht: confequence? A nation before withGut a 

• Sce dcbates in V;i"ginia con,entior: on the conftitutioll of the 'fJn:tec, 
States. 
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charatlcr affumed a dignified rank among tbe powerru1 na· 
t i o n s o r l he e a r l \1. l\ n a li on \\' i , }1 () U L ~ o III ro e r c e re J () n ,i 'I a l j ed 
(Ile tno{i C(lln(ncrClctlllatioll ill ~:uropt. \\'ith()llt a cent of 
reven u ;' , l het r cl cl c o r () li r c ( ) ~J n t r y ~ y as tur fl edi Il to fl l r h 
cl\anllcls, as to enah!e (he adoliniftrati()J1 of g()vernment, to 
meet the exigence of (Ile tinles. TI.e Wdr wor'l f(Jldiers 
received arl ClIIlIl)e c()!npcllf'atic)fl fl)r tileir rcrvice~, and ()ffi .• 

cers y'ere all()wed to retire tn their 110Illes wi h C\lllfidence 
anc] di~n:[}r. 1~\'Crl tllC earrh ilfl~lf reemed to be changed j; 

agriclJl!ure afrurned a Ile\\' appeJrance. The ldbfJrs of (he 
farlller \v:~re cr()\\'flec) \\-;th a pJe'ltiful harvefl, \vhich wheo 
carr!cd ttl market f()UJld a q~~ick allJ prIJh((ll)le rate. There 
\\:ere fo;nc ()f tile 11ar)py c{f~·cls, \Vllicll rertllted f!"()ln the er. 
tabll(}Jlllellt o' <lur it"deral ({)'lilitlltiC)11; atld there c()ntinued 
;::; '\JII~ a3 the falne fIJi ri t atl\l-lted tllC adll1i ni il ratioIl, as aclll
ated [hore \"he) etlabliOle(J the gflvcrnnlCtlt. 

An cvent iEl the p()litic -.1 \vorld, cxtraortlinar}' in its 'na· 
tlJr~!~ fle) ,v llrefetlt, itfelf te) u~lr view ; Il1C url(Jlrallele(1 re'I{)
Its t iOll ill f'railce. Stra nge i ti .. , btlt trf.lth hear~ le li i :nCtll y 
of ,I,C fdet, tllat i'lterllal comtnot:c "1S ()f (\(le I,ati()'l~ Ihr)uld 
hJve rUell pc)\ver[ul ('treEts upon oll,crs, m(){l rCtll()tcl~' alli!.:(l 

, to i t. Li bert ,. c()uld nc,l firld a re fl i fl" pl aCt! ill r:., re 'pe. 
The fparks, Wllich etnanared from Ollr revoilltj()", ki;ll]lt·d 
a fire ttlat feemt'd to threaten deftruaioll tl) lh~ Ilt.l!n~n race .. 
Frer.cllnlen (lr()ve \vitll cager halle, tt) fJI. the ndJllca, \Viliell 
in other cli,n.;s, tlle}' r,~l\\f prr,d\lCing :~re"terl ()r blelrln~s. 
But tOG late, 11ley f()Ulld the telllperan'lellt ()f thcir tni'll1s 
w(,uld n()t all()\v thetn t<J ellj()y ,Ile prod'l.clS ()f fl f()rci~tl '~)il. 
Wilat at firfl \\'i" intftJd"ced as a ble{lin.~. fClflr) prc)\Ied a 
fCOlJrge to nlaflkir,d, ,lrl(l <lelir()ye<1 th(lre ",-IlC) introd\lct'o it. 
Nt) ()()fler Ildd liocrt\' erC!ttc(i I'er Ildlldarcj in Fl a',ct!. th~'1 
fury feized thc natio,,"; thou rands fell a facrifice to the prev il. 
ing p\llicy of tlle tirncstt "rreachery and c()"fpiracics raife(l 
f a c t i o Il san d t II In III t s ; tIl ei, l g (~n li it), of the PCl W e r ful \v a ~ t () r -
tured to invent Inean5, by \vllicll ,Ile \\-e,ll<er coulo ),e clepri
ved ()f life, wiah little trC)llble t(l tllC exeCtJtiC)'ler-- N ei~hbollr 
flau;;htered ~li _'\ neigflbour ; lirr-ing 1).:lllt'$ Cf)llid filld '10 r)r()

tection in thrir illnC)Cence; in tl.e lllC)fl hrllta1 mall'ler tlll'Y 
werc mu.delcd to låtiate tlle \'cngea'lcc of 311 enr~l~ed po
pulace, becaure Llley bt)re tl,e Ila~~lC aJl(1 chcriOle(lthe bl()()u 
of their parents. Th~ COI\\'uHiulls of Franec ~hook Europe 
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to its certre. Kjng~ and potentates looked with aflonifhment 
upon there tremendous ('renes j tbey trembled at the th()u~his 
of becomillg viAims to French liherty. l.ike Iightning the 
fpirit which feizcd Franc~~ rervaded every ondy in con. 
taB: \"i til Iler ; like poifon it deflr()yed the vitall)arts bef()re 
its effects were feen upon tlle flIrface. P()litician.c;· fi()()d a 
far off and \\'()ndered j tnoralifts blufhed and c()nfeffed their 
ignorance when they treated lIpnn the pafllons of man, 
and f()Ul"ld hc)w mllch be\'OJld wllat \vas ever kl1()Wll be-

" fc)re the depravit}" of our nattJre c()tlId carry us. 'Yet 
however nlelancholv and Unfl)rtunate were the effL~tls of 
t his rev () III tjon, it w as- n a t u ( a l ill') cl 1 a tJ d Cl l) 1 e f() r A nl (' r j c a 

to feel fcivourably difpofed to a caufe, that bad I ibcrry for 
its obje8, and the happinefs of a nation. France avowed 
her irlterltion was to be free and Vt7e believed ),cr. Our 
hearts beat with joy, to hear that America had oecome art 
exanlp:{~ for other nati()ns, and O\lr e)'es beheld \\'ith delight 
the cc.(l[e of liberty ftJccefsfu) in a foreigtl country. Hu
manity and l)enev()lence tallght \lS to wifh, that all our fel
low crf~atures who were in b()rJdage~ fll0l11d rife to tlle dig
nit y of freelnen. Bilt bef()re we cO'lld digefl OlJr h()pes, 
and give dire8ion to our expe8ations, the feene was chang
ed. W e feaRed {]p()n the dellJ (ion of a mOOlent; our 
prof"peti..) vanifhed like a twihkling met.eor, and luon we dif. 
covered that r~renchlnen were not worthy of freedom. In 
langlJage of 'cofltenlpt ~nd ridicl!le, t}1ey difcardecl religion 
al'ld morality. The Ilame (Jf !iberty was llfcd alternately 
by their leaders, as· an engine of deftru8ion ; they were 
to{Jed to and fro, by the blindnefs of credulity, t() gratify 
n!~lbitious and cruel demagoglIes ; till Olle tllOre arch tllan 
all the ren, feized tllenl and bOI.Jnd t.llcm faft. Arld now 
witl1 cringing adulation,' t.hey adc,re the man tl,at reft()red 
t(l therrl the rank of flaves. Many of O\lr fellow citizens, 
early aHticipated the conrequences of French liberty j arid 
what thcy anticipated, was {O()rl reali led. rI'lle zeal which 
calJfed the rev()}ution t()ok a new [()llrfc and lcft tlO hopes 
for the m()derate ()r d{)\JbtfuJ. Inllead (Jf libcrty Franee 
wanted pO~7er; rage f(Jr urliverfal ,enlpire \\·as difeovered in 
every Frenchman. The difcip\iJle and valor of her armies 
enrured fuccefs whercver they wifl1Cd to firikc a lJlow.
Countries after coulltries, werc ITlarked for conqllcfis, as 
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they were marked fc) they were conquered. After the dir
p(){iti()r~ (Jf FIdIlce ,vas clear!y developed by l,cr atti()rlS; 
afwr every ratiohal hope nf her beillg a free na[ion was ob·· 
litt:ratcd; and the rn(lre difcerlling part uf()ur c.()untrymeIJ 
få W t hat f" re Il c h li I) crt:/ \\1' a S o Il l Y a IlO tll e r Il ame for tyr ~ I ) Il y' j 

tl1at Ollf gc)vcr nlllellt c()u'ld be faved on)y by refi(ling the 
i Il t r ~ g Lll~ S , a n cl i l) f1 u e fl c C Cl f t 11 eir f p i <~ s, and age Il t S j we fi n d , 
til a t { () 111 (~ o t o u r j e a d i Il g n] e rI * \1\1 er e fe C tell )" a i d i l~ g t 11 {~ c a u re 
of the/e agents, alld elldcavOl.lring t{1 tllf n the popular ()pin
iOl1 agai ri It t11t> {t~ w Ill) ad ~ll i Ili {l ered ou r fe(lcral g(}V ern.rrl ent. 
Many dlllingtlifhed ch~lrai:lers, \vllo opp{)fed Dur ~o.nftitllti()n 
in ilS eårly ()perati()ns, \\"l"l() aftervvards lJr'cterldediy appi·()ved 
it, now {ecedc(l fr()m t.be federal party~ clll"J ref()rted te) eve, 
'ry means l() deflroy irs influcnce. Thcy' t()()l< adrantage 
of feelings excited lJ}' I;rench ellthu(iaf'fll, and rcpre'fellted 
the federallHs as ho{tile to French polities, andcon!equcnt
ly enelnies tC) liberty. Atl}()ng tllC{C receders· wer(~ OlJr 

prefent prefIdent, and mallY ()thers \vl)() I10W ~o(npOre tlle·· 
adminiflralit)J\ of our national government. Mr . .Jefferfon 
\vith di Igu ft, rcti red frOITI office in a marlner tllat left no 
doubt w11ich \vav ile would fteer his courfe., In a fimple 
garb pecliliar to Come antient republicans, he t~'d the h~pes 
of groveJlirlg amhiti{)ll ; and prefered being· coniidered tlle 
leader of a fdtii()n, to h()ldillg an h()n()rable offiCl: ill the fed· 
eral adrniniflratit)n. 13y tdients calculated more to de{iroy, 
lharl to bui)(1 up and preferve, he rnanaged the paffions of 
his part.y witll great fuccers. By his appeararlce of modera
tian, mallY bc:lieved l1inl irnparlial; by his pr()feffions of 
patriotifm ilC attracled the attentioIl of tlle credulc)us ; arld 
by his opp<.){iti')n to Englifh p()litics, and pretended 311tipa
thy to rJlonarchical inflitu{ic)ns, Ile rerved as an anchor on 
wllich tlle rlifalJpointcd and alnbitious laid hold te> execllte 
tileir wicked intentions. .L~., t the fame tilile, Ile woilld ex
preC~ hilllfelf a warnl aclvocate for tile happiners ()f his fello\v 
c rcatu res ; and wi th l111i 1()«>p!li cal i ndi fferen ce, aff(J r(1 llis ar·· 
fillanee to vilify the name of \Vafhington.t 1\1r. Jeffcr(cw's 
efforts were not the cffet1s of momcntary vanity; he had 

• Sec J~fFerfon's letter to ~lazz(~i, and the writings of others, who ad
vocated the condud of the I;l'ench ambaH:ldor, ,~'hen he 81)pealed 
from the declfion of\Vafhington to the people of the United Slate,. 

-to Sec J. rI'. Callenders \vritillgs and confeilions. 
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fyftem; he had rentinels to watch the motions nr his opponenu, 
and heraids to proclaim through the country, that J efferfon 
and Iiberty were the fame thipg. Such were the flattering 
profpf'as held out by him ancfhi.i adherents, to doubt that we 
fhould realize them . \vas unp( pular; t() deny it was a cri,ne. 
Ever}' meafure was devifed, t~.\at the power of illgerluiry could 
devire, t(> CJeate a change in pt11itical ferltirnents; atl~r a long 
and arduous firuggle it was effe8ed. Mr .. Jefferr()n was raif
ed to the firfl magiflracy of aur flation, behl)ld ill a nlOlnent, 
the antifederalifls, who oppofed the confiiLUtion ill every 
fiep of hs proglef.l:, were converted to good republicans, 
arid profcU'd friendfhip ()r tllc very t.hing tlley before had 
\\'ifhed to deOTey. Is it, fare, my fellow citizens, to intruft 
ourrelves ,,'ith a known enemy, thC)llgh ill a mOll1el1t ()f re
ferve, he fhould declare himfelf Ollr friend ? This change 
fc:rmed an important era in OUT natiullal admillifiratioll • 
. Federal meafures, which Wafhington and Adams adapted, 
were denonnced by lefferfon and his party, becaure they 
tended to al iftocracy and ln()narchy. Shouts of applaufe 
~?ere heard from I)lle end ot~ tlle c(),ltirlent tI) the otller, with 
mlJtual congratulations, that AmericarlS \Vele ro happy, as 
to bring rep~blicans and the true· friends of libeny into 
po~'er. P~o'ple were led to believe, the earth would pro. 
duce food wlthc)ut lab()r, (hat liberty WCiS feClJre. tl,at taxes 
were nothing b\Jt fift Eis ()f iederaJ J;())ic\', and rlever n10re 
would be kn()wn in this c()untry. H()\\7 f,})lacic)lJS ! ll()thillg 
charlged for ,he bettt'r~ the earth reqllires lal)(Jr to pr()dllCe 
food, and laxes n,ake tileir annual v I {ilS. 'I'}lefc repreJen
tations ~?ere charming to the ear, arld I)leafant to the tafte, 
but their effeCls have palped the whole fyftem, and produ,. 
ced a fl u.p()r that muft end ill violellt convulfiorls ; or the 
de~th ot liberty .. 

1"0 pr()ve that _J efferfon and his party are true repub. 
}jeans, and friends of liberty, requires more evidence 
than can be found, by recurring to the rneafures of their 
adminifiration. They have given fironl!, marks of princi
plts hoftile to th()fe they profeC~ to f()llow-rrheir atticJns 
have uniformly tended to the {ame point j to deprefs Fng
land and the federalifls i to aggrandize France and their 
own party. Some few years fince, they were Javifh of 
encomiums on the French, becaure they were rifing to 
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rreedom and ~ repnolican government; no'W they admire' 
theil}, for what ? not beCatlfe tl1ey are repu,~licar) or free, 
but beCalJfe they are Frellch and fJlemies to England l\'lr. 
Jefferfon hailed the day, with oItidal greeting, when ane of 
tlle blc)U0 of N ap()leon, erctted a throne arId ettablilhe'd a ~~·f-
-teIll of tyrann}' in FI()lland. States that were rtefore free and 
g()ver"ed by republlcall )a\vs. 'Vha can eaft his eyes upon 
Europe, and lUfvey t~le different empires and cOllntries, 
whi~'h are funfervient trl lheviews of Frellctl ambition, arId 
C()1l1pare (hem to tile {late ill which tiley were twenty years 
fince~ \\'i rholll fct'ling horror Clild pit}'? TyralillY is efiablifh·· 
ed fr<>n1 ()Ile end (Jf tl-le continent to the other. E:ngland the 
only fp()t except Arlrerica, n<>w kn()wn, whcre a fingle trace 
of libert)' can l)e f(-)Ilnd, is an ()bJect, on \'lhic11 all the neigh
borirlg ptlWers are flJ:nn1()ned te) wreak their vengeance. Na. 
pole()I~ has lllarked her fc)r deftrtlclion; toa bad to relate, ma-
11Y of Ollr C()lJntrYlnfn~ wh() profeis to adn1ire free govern-
ments,.pray for fucce(s to his enterpri~e. The powerful 
. St ates () f Europe~ he) \\' a re they'? Ru Illd i s para l },red by the {e-
ductive infl'Jence of Frellch dipl()lnatic agents-Pruffia has 
loft her power, flInk ill poverty and difgrace, by the efJe8s 
of temp()rizitlg p()lic)-. The proud h()llfe of Aufiria is 
llulnbled to tl1e dtl(t; flanos with tanle fllblniffion to re· 
crive and execllte the terrible C()inlnan,,)s of the mafler of 
Eurc)f,e. Italy, Clnce the land of wealth and feienee has 
been ftript ()f her ()rna,nen~s, and in C()nlITIOn with otl1er 
States 110\\l grO<lns in fldVerjl-\Vhere are the wealth and 
tlle free States ()f I-l()llaucl. rI'be wcal,h has gone to adorn 
tlle ilnperial diadcn'l ()f NapC)!C(ln ; ancl !(irlg Louis with, 
defr)otic pC)\AJcrs, is appointed guardian. ()f I)utcl, freedom-,. 
Spain trembJing, with her arms flretched filnh, is implor
ing tnercy, t(> avert the dreadrul bl{)tN, \\ ~-1ich !~OVJ tl1reatens 
her ddhuctio\), And how has beell i\mericd? My jlldg .. 
Ole Il t fllU fl. gu ide ru y an (w er. l) ev ()tcd te) the in te re It ()f the 
lawler:~ tyrant ()f ~"rance, 3Ild crouching l() receive w}lat 
b.:rdens he has t110ught fit tc.) iOlI)of'e UP l )1l her. H()w is 
01e now? writhiilg llnder tortlIres infiit1t'c] by her own 
hands. Pardon me, my fellow citizens, for fpeaking ro 
freely of tl'l~ Coutltry', lhat gave rue bilt}1. 1'0 tllink a 
moment of ()~_~ ()ppreffed fit.uation, \\'itl1 ()tlr ignorance of 
the caufe of it, would aroufe indignation in any one, who' 

t 
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-ever breathed the air of an independent country. I do _ 
not Olean, in a \vant()n mallncr to inJp\lte wicked m()tives to 

any m()rtal 011 earth; it is a matter of no corlfequence to 
us, whether ()lJr diftref[es are effeas of wicked irltenti()ns 
or weak meafures. Wllile charit), reqllires that I fll()uld 
fpare the motives of our prefent national adminiflration, my 
duty re,qt.lires that I fh(Juld deal freefy with their p()tic~/. I 
do not rely upon opinion, or prejodice tel fupp()rt mL in 
my afferti()n, Illave irlColltrovcrtible pro()fs, of \vl1at J ad
vance. Ir l can prove a fingle iJlflancc in which Mr. Jef
ferfon and his party, have committed the honor and diglJity 
of our nati0n, have at:1ed,a.part UI1W()rtlly? of a free -and itl

dependent adlniniflration, tC) gratify t11e wifhes and vic\tVS ()r 
the great N apole'on, they ()ugllt to l, lfe the c()nfidcrlce of 
the people, and by tile voicc ()f' their c()rlflituents l)e drivetl 
from office. I will appeal to the journal14 of C()ngrer~ for 
inftances arla faas, tl,e trutl1 of \\71~i<.:h cannc)t be d()llbted, 
to lhew that 1 aln forrett irl faying, this C()Ulltf)' has beel1 
devoted to the interefis of the Frer. ,.:h governOlent. In the 
renate of the United States in the year one thou/and eigbt 
hundred and fix, DoSor L()gan a diflingllifhed nlenlber 
from- PeJlnfylvania, alld ane wh() g()es heart an,} hand \Vltll 

lht! PrefiderIt, intr()auced a bill interditting all interc()ur{c 
with this COllrltry and the !flarld ()f St. UC)(Iling(). It nlet 
'With a manly and f'pirited oppofition b}; thole who fcl t for 
tlle cO,ntllercial profperit), of their COllntry. By tl1c la~ls 
of nations, and the aBs of the Frerlch g()VerntTleflt it was 
proved to a demonfiration, that we had a right io irade 
there. Thore 'Nll() perceived the degrading tcndency of 
the att, and the olotives, that produced it, felt tlle Il()n()r of 
their countr,' infulted, and ured every argument pofiible to 
prevent its pafIage. But I.he noble Do8or "unmafked the 
bill. I fl his grcat zeal Ile t()Jd rhem, that they l1ad aJready 
tampered too long on the fubjeH; that li'rance had then 
demanded the nlcafllre of us, arld its ad()})tif)n hacl become 
a lnatter ()f neccfIity ()Il aur l)art. Degrading iclca! where 
then \~'as gone (Jur national hC)ll()r, alld (Jur l)(Jafled inde
pendttAl:e? What was this but to tell us, that fueh is now 
our hUlnbled (late', when l~'rance commands we have Il{) al
ternative, bllt obecJience ; and tl1at e,,·cn to deliberatc is 
dangerous"? With fuch rea[ons, and for no othcr the bill 
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pafTed; the trade to St. Domingo was interdi8ed. The 
hc)n()r of an indepelndellt nation was inrulted tllrC}ugh th'e 
weakners of a titnid a()ollniflratic)n. and tl-le int.erefi: of our 
ritizens, was facrificed t(> farisfy the \vifh'es fJf Nap())e()n. 
\i\l ere I permitted tc> 113zard an ()pini()rl~ I fllOlJld fay (hat 
this \vas ille time, arlll t11e fll<)fi prc)per tirne, for ou·r gov .. 
erl1nlCJlt to have made a fla)}d agaiufl l(rancc. Had the 
fpilit of our independence a8uatcd the adminiflratinn at 
t hat t. i Tl) e, () r the fl r n1 fl e fs a 11 d nl Cl g n a t l i rn i t Y () f \\r (j fh i Il ~ , () n 
ha d the 1 e a f t i:-l fl u e fl c e, tIl a t bi l' ~l () t Il (1 11 ri ven eve r p a ff,~ cl ; 
and in human probability, wc fhould this day-, have enjoyed 
the pleafllres of a neutral C()tnnlcrce, .a'lld an indept!ncJent 
11 a ti ( ) Tl. r r h e () 111 Y w Cl y t () C () n c i l i a tea . ty ra n t , is t () re fl fl: 
11is fir!t encr()dchlnents. I3ut infiead' o.r makillg a firrn and 
rnanly {land agaillft the firfl: demands of Franee, Mr. Jeffer ... 
fc)n and }lis rriends~ \vith a n)eanner~ becoming only the toa!s 
of ambitiollS tyrants, tarnely7 ruhmitted t<) grant the inCult
ing req ileH. \Vhat was the confequence? Fra nec had car
rred her point, (he felt the pu1fe of our nation, and they 
beat irl ller favor. Sl-le kne\\! \\/here to apply for other 
favors of more importance. rrlle raEt of .Otlr adrninifira-
tion's ohcying the wi(hc~ of France, by lnterdi8ing the 
trade \vith Saint D()t11in\~;r), is prc)vec! IJY fuch powerful 
evidence, takell in conncclic){l \vitll other faas of the fame' 
n a t l.1 r c a ~ wc 11 p r ( ) v c cl, c a n l e a v e fl () d tJ U b t o nth emi n ds or 
in1partial 11\Cn, tllat ()ur c()untry 11as IJee'n dev()ted to the 
in ter c fl s of t 11 c r-' re n c Il 1'1 a t i () n. \,V hat di cJ I{ a Il cl () I P Il- f a y,. 
() ne () ( . J c ff c t () 11 ' S () w n p art y? T hat 1\1 a d i ro n , \\' 11 o is the 
grcat premier of our adminiHrat.ion, who is held Uf> as Cl 

cancli(iate f()r ()ur next prefident raid, we cO\11d not re(tle 
our difficulties with Spain, becaufe France wants tnoney ; 
anc] \ve IllUll give it te> her. Is a nati()n independent, is an 
acllniniflratior, correa~ rl1at rays wc nlllft pay nl0lley to one' 
J){)t a party to the contT()v·erfy, befare \~:e are alJowed to 
treat willl an()tller? l-!()\v JTJean the t.i101Jght, that a fecre
tary of State fhoul(l defceJld ff) I()w, as to c()nfent to give' 
111 () n e y f () r t 11 e lJ r i v i leg e () ~ 111 () k j n gat r c a ty. I \y j fu ru y 
C(ltrntrvnlCll v.'()ulfl thiJlk ()Il thrre, things, alld la)' \\7herc' 

is OUT' independence. A re we not, roy fellow citizens, 
in danger of invafion fr() rIl f~rance? Her invariable 
policy has becn to fecure the fricndfllip of a certain part "f 
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the comml1nity; catlre divHians and fa8ions, and then con· 
quer. That was the cafe with Holland, l taly, Germany~ 
and Pruflid. J-Iave we 110t as mllch to fear as they had ? 
Could we r:.~li fl the force of a Fren:h army, powerful and 
difciplined; when ane hcilfof (o)lJf ritiiens were advocating 
French polities, and oppoling with ali poffible firength the 
ext\rticJns of the otl1~r ? 

Alth()ugh I could notice nllme~Ol1, inflatlCes, \vhere rronl 
perceptiO);~ alone, I could prove the partial itv of.J dferfon's 
adminiflrati()n to the french natic)ll, I \vill par~ tllem over, 
and call your attention to the meafures of our la fl congrers. 
There we find defpotif,n in difgairc. l'ile adv()catcs f()f 

Jiberty and rree g(lVernment, deflr{)\ ing tlle rigl-,ts and prv
pert y of peopie at ane blc)\v. PdfIive obedicnce and non 
refifiance, was the only principle incu1cated. Nlr. JefTer
fon \\7ith a magic art never bef{)re kn{)\vn in Otlr c()untr.y, 
took a pecp into fUfGrity, and fa·N what would l1appen; and 
his duty as a patriot urged him to legin.He againll any par
ticll1ar events. He recc)nllnended all embar,~() law, wit!1-
out limitation; the politeners of congrers !cHbore tI> afk tor 
rearons, and in the belief of executive i nfallibility they 
pa{fed it. Thev perr,eive(l ilnmediatel~'~ they were rerpOII
fible to their COI1flituerl(S., anc) enquired f()r rearon~ to juOify 
what was done. And \vhat were ()ffered? f\ decree of 
the French Emperor, that was ifflJed mar;~p m()ntlls be70re ; 
and Britifh orders of c()\lncil. the exi'lence of which, was 
not knoV\'n in this C()tjnfrV~ till reveraI r)avs after tllis famolls 
law \Vas enaaed. Abrurdity ilfelf would fmile at ruch flimzy 
reafons. The objeEt I as was pretended, was to fecure our 
Illips and ream,~rJ a~airlft capture rrom either ()f tlle two 
great belligerent nati<)lls of Eurc,)pe. AI10 tllat "1as the (JI)

',ohjeEt. A law was paffcd, which feemed to embrace the 
whole ruhjea in view, p,ohibited the f;.Iiling of veffels on 
foreign voyages; and anfwereJ, fo far as the nature of 
ftJc'h a la\v C{)lIJd, to feCllrc aur lhips and feamen. But 
thi~ (ljd not fllffice, ()ur eal1lJarrafsmenr.s were t()O (mal', Yle 

could enjny a free intercourre among ourrelves; rupple
ment upc>n fuppleme11t ,\'ere adc.Jed t(J tllis law in the nature 
of n()n interc'otJrfe bills, til) every avenue, }l()WeVer fmall, 
which led to commeree was completely choaked. Happy 
times! how great our bieffings ! the laurcls of jndependenc~ 
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are unfafuionable, ar.cl we \vill not wear them. Was eve·r 
il people fo t~vored befare? \Ve have the g!nrinus liberty 
of purcllafitlg a barrel of fl'1l1 rand eating it, if we are fo 
fc)rtunate as te) pr()ClJre a rec()r.nmendatiofl from Governor 
Langdoll, that \ve dererve it, and a fpecial Jicellce from ~1r. 
Jeffcr!<)n tnat we fh,l\l luve it. .Laws are {i.nplified and 
decifibns fpeedy. We are not dnven to fearch the nume .. 
f()US voIUllles of (lvil and C()nlITIOn law, to filld reafons to 
fuppr)rt an al ~u:nent; n(lr are we put ttl the urelers trofJble 
()f runltnonill~ \Villlefl-es alld c()llcEting evide'lce; we have 
a 1 a \v fu per i () r t o a Il t hat. I t e tIl p () ,ve r s a c o Il e El ) r to de
cicle the fate ()f velreis and car.~()es, f)), alll110rity of his own 
fu{picil)n. l'his, my fellow cirjzens, is libcr~y' divefted of 
all iiS fUIJcrfluities j the pure efJetts or a r{~~1ublican adrnin
i fl rati c)l1. N e x t c ()fll es t IlC Ol arv ell()'J s; ille keen di feer t1-

ment, and rnagical philof, )phy of lYir. J efferfon, difcov~red 
altrang c{Jnnectlt)(l bet\Veerl tlle trlde of Vermont afld 
Canadd j and the fecurity of Ollr fhips and fealnen. Our 
fhips and feanlen, would not l)e fare till all irltercOllrfe be
t\veen there c()untrie~ was interdiaed j and that was im· 
mediately done- Could trade to Canada endanger aur 
fhips alld {eamen, or irljur~ the ci:i~ens of Verlnont? In 
moral ccrtaiu(y it could not. Could an interdic1ion of it 
injure the CalJadians? It moR furely would. When we 
confider how complilifcmt and ready Mr. Jdferfon Was to 
illterditt the trade te> St~ DOlllingo, be.caufe Franee requeft
ed it; how defirous Madiron was to give money to France 
for the privile~e of treating with Spain. When we confid
~r the bold {lep~ and powerful exertions of N apoleoll to de-
Rroy the commeree 0f England; and how abrurd and un .. 
necetrary it \VdS to pafs the numerous rupplemelltary Ilon in

tercourfe bills of the embargo law, to fecure aur fhips and 
feamen j how tot~lly diflintl lhey are from the fubjetl of 
the firfi bill; it daes not require the aid of malice or prrju
dice to jufiify us in faying the motiv es affigned by the ad
minillration for laying the embargo, were not thofe by 
which they were reall y atluated. By fair and logical de
duaiJll we {h{)llld he allthorired to rcl~/llle numerous em~ 
bargo aas were ditlated by Frcl1ch poiicy, in order to de
firoy Englifh comllle-rce. Could any perfon before have 
believed, that Ameriea woutd fuffer the privations and dif· 
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trefs it nnw fufff"TS_ to gratify th:-- wifhes of rpeeulative poli. 
ticians. by tr} ing what they term a patrioric experiment? 
1\ C''-r'r fince \\.'e had a goverrlment, has there been a time 
thclt eXeCt'ljve inf]uencc \\ent fo far as it nt)w gc)es; never 
bef()re fIliS, \\'()uld anv prefident dared to exercife meafures 
fo arbilfary. LOGk inta Rome and Greece the moft pow. 
errul and corrupt nations of antiquity, and r~e if you can 
lind an inHance, where their rulers ever affumed a power, 
like that afJ'umed by l\1r. Jeffer(cm, in giving exclufive 
privileges to feletted citizens, tC) buy or fell the Oluft ne
cdliuy article o! fubfi/lence. For ane hundred aud fifty 
years pan, had a K irlg of England atteoipted fuC'h a thirlg, 
he would not have worn hi~ Lfown ane month. Napoleon, 
whole government is a perfe8 fyRem of tyranny , has not 
gone fo far. His fubjeEts dare nnt cut a tree fuitable for 
iimber without his leave, bUl they were never deprived of 
the J ight ()f b U}' ing and (e)ljn~ brt.:-d and f)()ur, efpeciaJI}· to 
each other, un)efs fc)me famine or general fcarcity had vifit
ed the land. BIlt like crinlillals \ve are doc~med to fate 
'Worje thah is allotted to the {uhjects of defpots .. 

As a nation, aur profpe8s are g1oomv, our fales doubtful ; 
we are o(ciltaling betwecn hope and defpair ; on one 6de 
threatened with aravaging war; on the other fubje8ion to 
the t) rant of t'rance jour )lroduce \vafling for want of a 
lllrirket ; OUt Chips rotling fc~r want of employ. Laboring 
nten fubfillirlg lJpCJn the charity of their neighbours; mobs 
rifing to oppofe the execution of civil power j taxes to pay 
aJld 110 refources to pay them. ./\11 there evils to a politi
ca) certaiut y ()riginared frc)m the Oleiif'Jres of Ollr prefent 
nari()naJ aåmiIlifiralioll-Y'et; yet; I paufe f()r fhame! 
a metjflril) uf New-Hampfhire leginature, like deh.ded en
thufiafls, or pc)litical madlnen, have applauded, without dir~ 
crimination, ill a ft}'le of fuJfome panegyrick, thefe de. 
firu8ive meafures .. Jn this fer"ihty ljø~ o?Jtft!!~t. itfelf. 
A rrogance and cC)IJfide'lce l1iA,;e triurnphed over the pride 
of patriotifrn; the digrlity anlJ hOll0r ()f lp~i{]ator~, are lofl 
in the peuilh illfc»)ence of party fpirit, and vanhy has 
ere8ed a throne upon the {ol lies of thore, who ltooped to 
approvc; Qf tllis degrading deed., 


