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X"A'\c& L D
Fzrrow CiTiZENS,

WITH diffidence I rife to addrefs you
on a fubjeét fo important and interefting as that of
our National Freedom and Independence., Patri-
otic hearts, wife heads and abie pens have often
been employed on the fubje@; and though they
have pleafed’ the ear, warmed the heart and excited
the admiration of their feillow-men, yet their mofl
lively defcriptions have been faint when compared
with the happinefls and importance of our Cou‘ntry,
the objefls defcribed. I am fully fenfible that my
feeble efforts will fall vaftly below the dignity of
the fubjeft, and far fhort of the performances of
much abler men. Yet I feel fupport from confi-
dence in your candor; from a defire, fo far as my
time and abilities will permit, to gratify your wifh-
es, and from the nature of the fubje&, which is al-
ways pleafing to patriotic minds. -

Qur Couniry, in the view of every unprejudic-
ed, enlightened mind, ftands on the pinnacle of in-
qdividua! and national advantage and happincfs. We

are
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are a world by ourfelves. No nation can invade
us without crofling the wide Atlantic or ftjll wider
Pacific. The mighty Ocean, while jt forms us
many fafe and convenieng harbours, and affords the
beft opportunity for the moft advantageous and in-
creafing commerce with all the nations of the world,
at the fame time forms a firong and almoft infur-
mountable barrier againft the rage of evéry nation
that may commence our enemy. Had it not been
for this, inall probability, we, wha are free and en-
lightened Americans, fhould to this day, and per-
haps forever, hegn bound faft in the iron fetters of
Britifh ignorance and tyranny. Our local fitua-
tion will afford us national fafety fo lang as we re-
main one peo]ple. | " |

We breathe the pure air of the temperate Zone. ,
We are equally diftant from the burning fands of the
Equator and freezing winds of the Poles, While
fome of our fellow-creatures burn, every day in the
year, under the perpendicular rays of the Sup, and

others burrow, twa thirds of the year, under ground,
~ to fecure them from intolerable frofts, we enjoy 3
pleafing varjety of feafons.

We have a vaft extent of territory and rich vari-
ety of foils. Qur land is not divided into lordfhips
and tenements ; but every man, with a fmall thare
of induftry and economy, may become lord of the
foil on which he treads, and fecure to himfelf every

degree
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degree-of rational independence.  This, I appre-
hends is the only way to make men, in generai, true
patriots,. Nothing will infpire them with love to
their country like having {oeme part of it which they
feel to be their own., He who knows he mutt be a
flave for life will care but little what mafter, orin
what country, he ferves. Whilc many of our fellow-
met are kept in ignorance and obliged to cringe un-
der the lafh of a cruel mafter, we enjoy all the
means of information and call no man on earth
mafter,

Our laws, founded in wifdom and executed with
integrity, fecure ta a3 the perfed rights of fiez-men.
They are made by ourfelves and exeeuted by men
of our awn choofing. They encourage every virtue
and fecure every right which ean be enjoyed in a
flate of fociety. They protett our lives, property
and all our deareft rights, while they deprive us of
nothing hut our vices. |

While moft of our fellaw-men are at the difpofal
of a mercilefs Tyrant, we have no rulers but fuch
as are amenable to the laws of the land, and muft,
at the will, of the people, become fubjefls to the
laws of their own enaQing. -

We enjoy the pure religion of heaven unmolefted.
Tho’ the conflitution requires all to acknowledge
and worfhip God, yet it lcaves every one to wor-
thip him agreeably to the diftates of his own con-

| {cience.
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fcience. While alarge majority of the inhabitants
of this world fit in heathenifh darknefs, or walk af-
ter Mahometan delufion, we enjoy the clear light of
divine Truth to guide us to the realms of eternal
day. .'

With thefe advantages, under the propitious
finiles of heaven, our Country rifes in wealth and
power beyond a precedent. Since the termination
of the war, which raifed us to Freedomn and Inde-
pendence, vaft improvements have been made in
arts and manufaftures. Great attention is paid to
the education of youth, and ufeful knowledge dif:
feminated upon the moft liberal plan. He who
grows up, in our land, withcut an education, muft
be willingly ignorant. Our population has increaf-
ed with a celerity which exceeds calculation. Qur
fettlements have fpread far and wide iato. the wilder-
nels. Solitary deferts are turned intofruitful fields,
Flourifhing cities are now built where the wigwam,
lately lood. And both in our old and new fettle-
ments fuch improvements have been made in agri-
culture and building as captivate the eye 2nd afton.-
ith the minds of beholders. Our militia are trained
to the arts of war, and in expertnels already vie
with the martial troops of the old world. Large ad-
ditions huve lately been made to our military ftores,
and our naval forces much increaled, and yet every

indnftrious, prudent citizen is growing rich.
While
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While moft of the nations of Furope have been
involved in a feries of war, and waded thro’ fields
of blood, we have enjoyed uninterrupted tranquil-
ity. While a powerful kingdom has, in vain, been
making the awful experiment of maintaining civil
government without the aids of religion, our gov-

ernment has been fupported by the mild religion of
the Gofpel.
~ But in vain do I compare our privileges with
thofe of other nations. We all know they are
vaftly greater than thofe of any other people under
“heaven. We all know that we are happy, independ-
ent and free. |
The important queftion of the prefent day is,
How fhall we preferve our national rights and tran{-
mit them undiminifhed down to pofterity ? Thisis
a queftion of the firft magnitude. It muft be con-
fefled, that amidft all our profperity and national
increafe we are ftill in danger. We are in danger,
not fo much from abroad, as at home. We are in
danger of having foon te look back on the pre-
fent as the golden age of America. We are in

danger of experiencing the decrepltude of old age,
before we arrive to a ftate of ndfional manhood.

Are there not already appearances which darken
the profpeft of our futire happinefls and glory ?

Does not uninterrupted profperity begin to intoxi-
cate us ? Is not public opinion already polluted ?
Muft
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‘Muft we not ear.the lofs of the fpirit of true reli-
gion, purity of manners and focial otder, which
have beén our union and ftrength, our honor and
happinefs? Is patriotifm now {ure of receiving its due
reward, the approbation:and gratitude of communi-
ty? Does not party fpirit, that bane of Republics,
raife her hateful head, and flalk abroad without. dif-
guife? Are not the beft men in office ¢alumniated
and abufed ? Are not falfe reprefentations made
~both of men and meafures ? Muft not every one
-who confents to ferve his country, in office, éxpe'&
to have his charafter tortured on the -wheel of jeal-
oufy, and even his good name flandered and abuf-
ed? Has not falfe reafoning, under the fititious
name of philofophy, gone abroad, with the profefion
of freeing men from fuperttition and raifing them
to a ftate of perfée€tion, and at the fame time with
the #ntention to deftroy the finer ‘feelings and ten-
der fenfibilities of the human heart, and thereby to
remove every reftraint, and undermine the rights
and fecurity of civilized community ? Are we hot
in imminent danger from the influence of thefe e-
vils? They e threatening and growing, muft we
not provide a remedy for them? But can this pe
done ? and how ? This night doubtlefs be done, and
fair America increafe in glory to the lateft pofterity.
And if fimilar caufesJre fure to produce‘ﬁmilar ef-

fels, and the fame caufe the fame effeft, our way to
remove




y2move the evils we feel and fear is plain and éal‘j.
We have only te cherifh that fpirit, take thofe fteps
and purfue that path, which brought our forefathers
and us to our prefent ftate of national happinels
and refpeélibility. We muft let reafon have do-
minion over that {pirit of innovation and change,
which is the natural offspring of the depraved heart,
and keep right on in the goad old way.

The {ettlement of the United Siates flands high
among the boldeft enterprifes which ever entered
the human heart. It was profecuted with a unanim.
ity and fortitude which will forever do honor to hy
man nature. |

Our anceftors came over here, not from love of
conqueft, or defire of wealth. They had a nobler
motive. They were influenced by the love of civ-
il and religious liberty. They preferred liberty to
eafe, and freedom to worfhip God agreeably o
the diftates of their own confciences, to the wealth
and fplendor of the Old World. This fpirit anima-
ted them in all their {yfferings, toils and dangers,
and properly influenced their a&ionsin all the de-
partments of focial and civil life. The fpirit of
genuine patriotifin glowed in their boloms while
they laid the foundation of :kis great and t‘mappy
nation.

Let us cherifh this excellent fpirit.  Let us never
puriue our own private, per{cnal intereft to the det-

B riment
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rimefi: of tbe public.' Let us préfer the happmclu
of ou T nauon, and of rifing pollenty, to our own
eafe or emolument |

The ﬁrﬁ fettlérs of our Country felt the lmpo»rt‘
ance of l‘ecurmg the favor of God, and of training
up their childrén in knowledge and piety. They
therefore erefted houfes for the worfhip of God,
founded ferhinaries of literature and eftablifhed
fchoo‘ for the education of children, Ia families
youth recelved a relrgxous education; and faw,
in therr parents, examples of piety and order.
They umverfally attended upon ths pul)lxc inftitu-
tions of the fabbath. ‘They adored the divine per-
fe&rons, and fupphcated divine bleﬂmgs. They
heard and praéhfed the unalterable trutlls and du-
ties of rehglon ard moralrty B) thefe means the
fear of God was placed before them, and rhe ‘public
0pm10n formed to a l'enfe of order and pr0pnety
All claffes felt the i 1mportance of a pure example.
Immoralny and lrrelxglon were held in umverlal dif-
grace. The votaries of mﬁdelrty, 1mprety and vice
dreaded the lrght of the day, and fought darknefs
for their covermg |

Let this ftep be taken to avert the evils and fe-
cure the future tranqurhty and glory of our Coun-
try. Let us realize the importance of fecurrng the
fmiles of Jehovah the God of our fathers. Let us
hallow his fabbaths, prefent ourfelves in humble

adorations
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adorattons before his throne, and daily. fupphcatc
his heavenly benedté‘non. Let. us, ‘who. are now
laf:hve on the ﬁage, perform the duttes of moralltv
and religion,.and fet a pure example before the ri-
ﬁng generation, Let them be the obje&s of our pe-
culiar care. Let them. be early taught the duties
they owe to God and man. Let them be taught fub

‘?’l?lmon at home, tbat they may eafily fubmtt to the
vicious men are falfely reafoning on vnrtue, and
thereby fapping its very foundation ; while danger-
ous talkers, by their f0ph1ﬁry, are corrupttng the
firs plicity of ancient morals, and fpreadmg among
young people opinions dangerous to the order,
_peace and happinefs of our Country, let us coun-
teraft their evil deﬁgns by fetting before them the

.....

nature and excellency of true virtue, and by inftill-

inginto, their expanding minds the necefﬁty and im-
portance of c1v11 government. Happy would it be
’_for our land if our youth were early taught 'he
;‘prtnmples and defign of our Conftitution and
| Laws. Yes, happy if many farther advanced in life
had thts knowledge. Many who are fierce oppof-
'ers of the Conftitution and Laws of our Country
have no knowledge of what they oppofe. The time
is come when there is no fafety in forming our po-
lmcal {entiments, from public News Papers.. Did

men, form their 1deas of government immediately
from
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f'r-c:;; the¢ Conflitution and LaiW's ; fay much lefs 2=
bout meafures of governmem and more ftriftly o-
bey the laws themfelves ; difcord would foon ceafe,
and party fpirit would wither and die. Would it
not then be advifable for eVery Town or Parifh to
have in poﬂ"eﬁlon the Conftitution, and both the
Laws of the Union and State, and like Ifrael of old,
meet ftatedly and read them in the audlenccz of all
the pe0ple.

Out anceftors, in ail their eic&ions, confidered a
~ good mora! charater as an effential qualification in
a candidate. Men of exemplary life, were the only
men thought worthy of public confidence. They
refented every interference and impofition.,” The
manifeft defire of any one to gét irto office, was juft-
ly thought fufficient to keep hlm from any poft of
honor or truft.

Here is an eiéi'npie wortij of omr imitation. E-
leQion to oﬁice, under a free government, is an ob-
je&t of greaterimpartance than mott imagine. Tho’
offices are held but fora ﬂlort penod yet much evil
may be done in a little time. ;The work of evil is
much eafier than that of good. The axe {oon de-
ftroys the tree which nature and lengtix of time on-
ly canrear. The brand in an hotir confumes the ed-
ifice, which years of labor and experience have e-
re@ed. It is thus in the political and moral worlds.
And tho' experience and time may corre& the €

Fors
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rots introduced by injudicious, or defigning rulers,
yet the evils which attend this corre&tion may be
incalculably great.

The wifdom of Americanswill therefore lead thet
to cautioufnefs in placing men in offices of honor
and truft. Never enquire whesher candidates for
office belong te a particular party. Diidain the idga
of this being a commendable qualification. But afk,
Are they well informed? Have they judgment and
ftability ? Have they wife heads, and patriotic, be-
nevolent hearts# Do they fear God and work right-
eoufnefs ? Do they obey the laws themfelves? Are
their examples fuch as may be imitated by all, and
yet the peace, order and happinefs of community
fecured ? Be fatisfied in thefe particulars and you
need not fear in your ele@ions. But in refting in any
thing fhort of this, you depatt from the example of
your anceftors; deviate from the path which has
led us to freedom and glory, and endanger our na-
tional rights. A man without judgment and flabil-
ity is dangerous in office. He muft be guided by
others, and will float with the tide of popular opin-
jon. He who has little or no knowledge of the Con-
ftitution and Laws is poorly qualified to manage the
affairs of ftate. He who wifhes the fulfrages of his
fellow citizens, means to ferve himfelf, not his eoun-
try. Hé who does not fear God himfelf will never

be a terror to evil docrs: He who is impatient of
the
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the reﬂramts of the religion of the gofpel, will for.
ever ftrqgg!e under the reﬁramts of the mlldcﬁ gov-
ernment in the world. He who will knowmgly and

willingly viclate the Laws of ov~ Country, in one
Jparticular, dxreé‘tlv or mdxre&ly, to ferve h1s own
private intereft, ..ould in the fame way vmlate the
Laws in every. pamcular to ferve the fame mtereﬁ
He who obeys the Laws of his Country is a patriot,
whatever name may be given him.  He who know-
ingly, dlfobcys, the Jaws in any parucular,ls an enc-
my to his Country, whatever his, pr,ctenﬁons may be,
and therefqre unworthy of *ubhc confidence,

The founders of this 8 °at and ﬂounﬂung nation
were not gnly caxeful to glet to office virtuous and
good.men ; but when clc8ed they paxd them proper
refpeft. The public mind was not Polfoncd with
groundlels f,ufpiciqus of evil .de{qus in thofe whom
they had .chofen to manage their concerns.  Speak-
ing.evil of Rulers was thought a malignant crime.
-Let,ys.in this particular .:.rgygrt again . to thczg‘x-
ample-of our.venerable .forefathers. Let us pay
tribute. to whom tribute; is-dye ; .and _'h_oxijqr.‘ to tho_l'c
whoi fli: hc')n..gra\,ble,lpg»ﬁs. No man has.ever been
removed from, office merely by virulent afperfions
-of his charafter. If we vilify, indifcriminately, thofe
whozfill.the molt. important offices, the time is faft
roling on when we fhall not be able to fill them with
' any
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any thing but villains, Let s watchfolty wait till truft
is aftually violated, and treacherous meafures adopt-
ed, before we teafe to confide in our civil Officers, or
fill the minds of others with groundle{s infinuations.
Then let us take conflitutiohal meafures to remove
them, before we excite the paflions of the popuiace
in oppofition to the fhieafutes of govérnment.

By thefe means, thofe who have gone before us
have rendered the wdrk of goverriment eafy; ind
themfelves and hation happy. By this they fecur-
ed thie prote&ion of the great Lord of all, who of-
teri interpofed in their favor. By their patient in-
duftry, in manual labor they wete prepared for the
toils of war. Confciogs integrity of heart infpired
them with ianly codtage in facing their enemies.
The habits of fubiriffios arid erder wéte fo effeftu.
ally formed in families anll fociety, that notwithftand-
ing they were untitored in the drts of war, yet they
were eafily commarided in the field of battle.

~ When the eventful period drew on, that our
Country fhould affume her place among the inde-
pendent nations of the earth, the inflaence of or-
der and unity were fully difplayed. Fecling thé
oppreflive hand of a parent Country, Thirteen fmall
States, before independent of each other, harmoni-
oufly united, not only in afférting their Colonial
Rights, but in oppoling the delpotic powers of Brit-

sin,
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ain. The ftrength of our Country was not ettimat:
ed by our numbers, but by our principles, habits
and urion. By thefe we rofe fuperior to the mill-
jons and wealth and artillery of Europe.

Having declared our national Freedom and Inde-
pendence, we were obliged to defend them by the
force of armns. WASHINGTON, with hislittle united
band of Volunteers, went forth to meet the veteran
millions of martial Britain. Like the ftripling Da-
vid, his weapons were but little more than fling and
ftones in oppofition to the gigantic {pear and fhield
of his enemy. But like him his heart was filled with
the fpirit of piety and patriotifm, and his body en.
¢ompafled with the thield of God. Soow the ufurp.
ing, exulting Goliah of Europe, with his wounded
bead, groaned his laft, on the naked ground.

Tho’ in our painful and bloody conteft for the
rights of Freedom and Independence, darknefs ma-
ny times nearly furrounded us, yet every threatening
clocud was tinged with the bright rays of union and
the propitious fmiles of heaven. Our refources
were increafed with the exigences which required
them. Our Country-men, with few exceptions,
were willing to yield their property and lives to the
fervice of their Country, and fpend and be fpentin
her cavfe. The greatl AM fucceeded - sery exer-
tion of ours, till aftonithed Europe was convinced

“that
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that the Lord was on our fide, and lbe whole world
conftrained to acknowledge us Independent and
Free. , .

| Indepcndence acknowledgcd it became ncceﬂ'ary
‘to reduce the Union of thefe States, haftily formed,

to rcgular fy Iiem, that it mxght be fafe and perma-
nent, Here the wxfdom of our nation was colleted,

thc volumes of axmqmty open before thcm, the ex-
_penence of agee, the rife and fall of Ratesand em-
pires ptefented to thexr view. After mature delib-
crauon, with WASHII\GTON at their hcad they
weré enabled to adopt a Conftitution of govern.
ment, which unites hberty with order, and the fecu-
my of mdwxdual rights with the neceffary force of
the ruling power.

~ Under this Conftitution we enjoy a qmct and
manly exercife of the highelt freedom, never enjoy-
ed behore by any people. Search the volumes of
amlquny through, and view the globe around, and
you cannot ﬁnd a government which will bear com.-
panfon with ours. The united influence of the
preceding caufes has matured a Rate of focial order
and happinefs nearer perfeQion than the world has
ever known. The principal of thefe caufes are do-
meftic induftry and order, religion, and national
union. This three fcld cord is not eafily broken;
but take away either of its parts and it becomes
weak as a thread of tow.

C | While
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While we encourage and promote induftry and
‘domeftic order, let us ftrongly adhere to, and fup-
port the religion of our forefathers. Tho’ chrif-
‘tianity affumes no authority over the affairs of this
world only that which arifes from the influence of
its dotrines and commands upon the lives of men,
yet this influence is infinitely important. While
the religion of the Gofpel tends to replenith
the heart with every virtue which adorns human
nature or increafes fecial happinefls; at the fame
‘time it enforces the duties of rulers and {ubjeéls;
by fan&ions, which the occurrences of this world
‘cannot weaken. In this view religion ftands as the
“bafis of civil government, and its éon'ne&iqn there-
with ought to be held as facred and kept inviolate.
The experiment of maintaining civil government
without the aids of religion has lately been made,
by a powerful nation in the Old World ; and the
{cenes of oppreflion and crue'ly, blood and maffa-
cre, which followed are too herribie to relate.
Repeat not the awful experiment in our happy land.

‘Union kas formed the ftrength of our nation, from
its firft fettlement to the prefent moment. Union
muft form our firength in every future period.
The moment thefe States become feparate govern-
ments, we take an vacmy into our bofom ten thou-

~fand times more formidable than the united rage of
| all
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all foreign powers. One State might deftroy more
of the inhabitants of another, while any foreign na-
tion was croffing the Ocean, than all Europe could
deftroy in ages, againft the united force of our na-
tion. Our Motto, at the declaration of Independ-
ence, ¢ United we ftand, divided we fall,” needs,
and forever will neea to be deeply infcribed upon
every .imerican heart.

Tho’ there may be men who have departed from
the fpirit of true liberty, and are defigning, from
finifter motives, to diforganize our union, yet moft
who appear to aét this ignoble part are blinded by
ignorance and led by delufive reprefentations. Our
ready way, therefore to remove this «vil, is not to
difpife and load them with approbrious epithets,
but to teach them the principles of true and ration-
al freedom. Convince them that to live in fociety
we muft relinquith fome of the rights of the fav.-
age; and that no government can be fupported

without fome expence. Form their minds to too
great a fenfe of the importance of ferioufnefs and

benevolence, aftivity and ufefulnefs, to relifh, or
ecven endure, the fancied pleafures, either of ufelefs
indolence or diffipating amufements.

Let union be our ftudy and the obje& of our
promotion, in a conftitutional way. I do not plead
for the leaft unlawful indulgence. No obfervation

is
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is mbre _]Uﬁ or true than the lullowmg “ Unl efs we

prote& our laws, our laws will not prme& us.’ Il
men wnln not be led by mﬁrué‘uon, nor mfluenced
by the blequs of liberty and the happme fs of a na-
tion, benevolence demands theu xeﬁramt b)\ e,xem«-
p]ary pumlhmems. A |
* The px&urc of America, drawn by our a,nceltors,
doubtlefs had its 1hades. But let us 1mprove upon
their example. Intolerance was the weaknefs of
thelr age. But wlule we correEt thxs error, let Uo
béware left we run to the other extreme of exceﬂive
mdulgence. Superﬁmnn ufelf ls much lefa danger-
ous than difregard to the concerns of rellglon.
" The refources of our Country are now abundam,
if the minds of the people can be kept fixed to thc1r
true mtereﬁ and thelr vxrtue and pat noufm pre-
ferved Wlth thcfe guards upon our nation we ‘are
fafe from fore:on powers. If we £l it will be by
our own folly and vice. And {hall we give up our
lnvaluable prwxleges and dear bought rights, ear ned
by the labora, and bOUght by the blood. of ‘our an-
ceﬂors ? Slmll We, the fecond generation from thofc
who fought, and bled and died, to win the prize of
freedom, like a prodwal fon, fquander this rich in-
heritance as foon as our fathers fleep in duft? Let
e‘very American bofom bL. ' with maniy mdxgnanon
dt the thonght, If we do propitious Heaven will ceale
i to

v
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te fmile.  And it we did not degrade ourfelves be.-
low their notice, the fhades of thofe who fought for
.xherty will rctum to haunt us ; and p@ﬁenty wxll
furely rife to execrate us.

| But if motives will not pcrl'uadc, nor dangers de-
ter; 1f' we muft run the race of lmplety and folly,
of party and faéhon, of. dnﬁipauon and vice, which
has rumed all republlcq beforc us, let the wife and
bood unite thelr eﬁ'orts to procraﬂmate the downfall
of this glorlous emplre and to their utmo& contin~
ue the reigno of hberty, virtue and happmefs. Yes,
1f called to, let us die in the caufe of our Country,
and ﬁnk with our lﬁnkmg Liberty. Somc furviving
patrlot wnll ere& & monument to our memory, and
infcribe upon iy LIBERTY In fome future peri-
od, aftér many generatmns, in confeqience of our
folly, have’ zoaned out their lives, under the heavy
¢hains of flavery, fome genius, like WASHING-
TON, fhall read the infcription and catch the genial
fire. Tired of his flavery, and pofleffing a foul too

blg to wear his chalns, hc will agam e‘mancxpate the
world e 8

- But fhall free and happy America ever expcnence
this ? "Forbid it Lord! Forbld it evcry ohe, who

would be thought worthy the name of an American?
We hope, we refolve better thmgs.. We fhall yet
reallze our prmlegcs. D fﬁpatxon amd difcord fhall
ban 1y, y bc '

[
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be bamihed our happy land. Anarchy fhall never
- fet foot upon.our peaceful thores. The polluted
~ fang of defpotifm fhall be fevered from his hateful
- fhoulder, before itis reached half acrofs the Atlan-

tic. The fair tree of Liberty, planicd and nurtured
by our venerable forefathers, and watered by the
blood of our immediate predeccffors, fhall never be
cutdown by our hands. Heaven avert the deadly
blow! But firmly rooted in Amenca, a foil congen-
ial to its growth, prianed and nounfhed by our care
it fall grow and flourifh till its top fhoots up to
heaven, and its branches overfhadow the world.
All nations fhall reft under its thadow ; tafte its de-
licious fruits, and be healed by its leaves. At
- which moment the kingdoms of the earth fhall be-
~ come the empire of the Son of God.




