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1M ORATION,

DIVIVEDED AT VR, HARVIY s, SPRING GARDEN, EETORE A VERY NUMEROUS

MILTING OF LUVOCEATIC CEPIZENS. JULyY 3, 15120,

5Y CHARLES J INGERSCLL, 1:59.

ON ihis anniversary, feilow ciiizens, 1t has been usizl, as it 12 natural. (o recur
25 the celebraed cvents of the Ameartean Kevehittion—an zia altoreiher unexampled
in tie history of rations—witen man 2ppeared wiih a sepernattial Justre—with sreaier
courzre, censtaney and ciemeency, with less ferocity, S(hritm('Ss or istabiliiv—in j=irer
sturicrens of feori—Iin 1 more devotod immelation of Bimsell on that alar which is
ezt i dimntty do the slar of the Most Thgh—1 mean the shrize of patiiotism—than
the nretidesl periods of fermcr renown cxn paraiicl. The revoiutions of anucent {irecece
2ud Reme, i madern Liaiy, Eagland and France, have broken out 1 turrul, pm-
cected in bloodshed, and subsided in clrsl.nllsm. Ii remained for the inhablanis of tlis
new wairld—exiles fiem the morzl and person.l subjection of the old—displaving prin-
cirlen ok unknown and envizble as the hc'ms;*nnc they reclaimed for a habitation, to
30 the only instance ever annalized of a revoluilon decreed anid berun wiid: congrres-
sionai deliboration, conducted without mels, massacres or l.uimlar Coinmniien, termi-
Li.ding i argatized (rcedom and the most perlect poitty of republicanism.  All other
revelutions have been tiie issuc of viclent and sangumnary cfforts: ouis was the legid-
nisic ofispring of nnate love of liberty and perscverance.

Butitis rot my purposc to call up the mceilable reesllecitons of the times that tricd
Tach’s souizls; nor to bespeak your notice of the actiial crisis of our affuirs. Whenever
I reiiect on the destinies of this country, my mind 1s niresisiibly cariied forward {rom
inge st and the prescri, slorious and plc.vs.u.. as thry arey 1o the refulgent anticipations
which iliuminate Gie futere :—And I propose for the few momenis I shuli occupy vour
peiience, o tuin from ihe retruspect, o lmc sight of what 1s, and to tracc a supcerficial
skeu b of what, no doubt, will be the illustrious hercalicr.

We are now on the tiareshold of war with onc of the most powerfu! kingdoms of
Faurope; the only onc that canmake us {eel the rigors of hostliitics—{or abjurcd be the
centenijptiblc ;.«,l.lu,.xl supersititon which professes tha our safeguard from the invesion
of one Luropean power lies o the vaval bulwarks of that other we are now to fight
apainst. We are caual to otir own prowection. The coupmcture is by many decmad
awlvh  Formyscil 1 am free to deciare thai 1 can sce no cause to fear the result. Our
natianal wloloscence 1s ton vigorous, our capacitles are oo abundant, our causc is too
Titsty to leave ahy room for spprehension; and uncqual as the struggle may appeary [
feel tire samc confidence in our triumph that a persceuied Christian, wrestling with the
wraongs of mankind, but never doubting of the Deity, reposes in his final redemption—I
cannot despair of justice and the repubiic—and i iis fuith in my country be flliacious,
mav I cxpire before 1 wake from the deiusion! No, fcllow citizens, from the threshold
of wir, over which the peoj le of these United States have so long been bent,y depie-

cating 1is evils, Bt resolved to endure them, should they prove at last the lowest price
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of peace, thit high spirited and martial people shall rush into the theutre of combat—
inflict innumerable, incurable, wounds on the desperate priz--hightes, whose insatiate
sword has so long Qashed insult in their sight—and, after humbling his sordid arrosrance,
retura once more to tie benevolent avocations of their livelthosd—:he vices of their
prosperity chastened, their native virtues corroborated, their character restored, their
tranquility sccured, the freest, huppic.t, most enligghtered, most united, only indepen-
dant, people on the carth. Itis to such a time, to the supposable termination of the
> confilct just entered upon, that I wish to advaice your view.

You will permit me then to suppose that a shurp. short, suc-essful war has been
wagcd—some hundred of our privateers have scourcd the sca of every rag of British
commcrcce—our gallant iitide navy has bathied iis laurels in the fresh cerulean, contend-
ing like the band at Thermopy!a aguinst the myriads of the modern Xerxes—the Cana-
das wrested from the for, and perhaps some viiier of his plnl' cal haunts 1n our neigh-
bort:ood invaded and dismantled—though many a noble soui Le ylcldcd up to the ( iod of
battles, yet many more survive the rough cxpioits of triumphart warlure, to ungird
their immortalized swords, and hang them on the obelisks a gratciul natisn conscerutes
to the sweet memories of their comrades, who died sword in hand fighting for thelr
country—znd finally an honorable peace is the consummation of American uchicve-
ments.  The same constitutional 1utrepidity, cnterprise and resource which have distin-
guished the inhabitants of North Amecrica in every stage of their existence—which ef-
fected their independence in carliestinfancy—when even the drcam of sovercgity bad
not yct troubled the slavish slumbers of their sister colonics of the southern continent,
which, when the occan was, cven partially free, propelled them, in ten years, from the
last to the first rank in the race of commerci: l competition—and, when the occan was
enslaved, aud they retired behind their restrictions, advanced them, in three years, from
a state of manufacturing helplessness to a very respectable manufacturing competency,
togcthcr with an amazing cxccllence of internal improvements, both by water and land
—concentrated upon tie exigencics of belligerent operativn, must produce similur re-
sults in that department, and convince aninfatuated world that navics and armies, though
never so gigantic, can no more turn the irresistible curreat, of population; exuberance
and right, than, in the lunguage of the Latin poct, naturc cun be expelled with 2 ycoman’s
fork.

I might fix my specculations so ncar as the year 1820, when—as the manly pro-
pensitics ofthcAmeucan people are to be no longer coufined, like hidden fires, to con-
sume their own entrails, but kindled and directed against forcign aggression—I am
coufident that a part of the vision of their prosperity will have bccn realized: butas my -
legend is quite prospective, I beg leave to premisc it of the middle of this century—an
cpoch, distant enough to fulfill all the objects =f <he proposed anticipation, and yet not
so remote but that some of this assembly may calculate on living to witness n-—-thou;rh
it is probuble that before thien the great majority of us will have been gathered to the
grave. At all events our children may enjoy thc vigor of manheod and this golden
age together. Whatan inhcritance to accrue from the beggurly appanage so latcly cast
on our forefathcrs! WWhat an august and iroposing afllucnce of national happiness,
powcr and virtue !

Figure to yoursclves the overawing belligerents, whose inroads have reached the
innermost recesscs of the decrepid east, and disturbed the transatlantic scats of our
sequestration in tie athletic west—fatigued with destruction—impoverished of annoy-
ance—their colossal nerves overstrained aud unstrungvetheir, cnormous fragments pros-
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trate and paipitating on ti:e ravaged glahe. Inordinate ambition, impressments, con-
scriptions, perpetual wars—as fatai as occasional wars are: sulutary—iniolerable exactions
and depopulation have piled on themselves that subjugation they in vain strove te fasten
on cach ather—every remnant of man’s immunities extermisated—not a glimmering of
liberty to be seen, even at intervals, to relicve the total darkness of despotic misrule :
The maritime supremacy of the one undermined by peniiry, mutiny, desertion and dis- -
aster,y the victim of its own rapacity, sunk to mere mischievous piracy and zlyrerine
frechooting—aund in all the bitterness of destondent debility, Great Britain repeniing.
the gnarledness of her swayv: The continental usurpation of the other crumbicd into a
thousznd military feuds, with the harshest features, the suilen pomp, barbarian oppres-
sion, and everlasting strife, without the chivalric comity or the blandishments of the six-
teenth century—where the dazzling pageant of despotism now glares on his satraps, the
mclancholy druid re-appearing in the midst of desolation, and repeating the plaintive
story of what gay and impenal France so lately was.  Figure this to yoursclves, fellow
citizens, and you have senmic 1dea of the consequences of that unnatural conilict, which
has unhinged and distracied a whole world, that 1t may the morc certainly cffectuate the
ruin of its antzgonisi.

Now turs from this inhuman picture to thatto be exhibited where freedom and tran-
quility have [ounded their lastassylum. Suppose the just quarrel we have pledged ourscl-
ves to maintaln in arms crowned with the succ:ss inseperable from sucha cause as ours.
Suprose a peace—inexarable to diplomacy—capitulated to famine and the sword, and
that with re-invigorated impctus, appcetite and alacrity the people of the United States,
have returned to the harmiess paths of their advancement—their numbers dilated by the
nmiiraculous  multiplication incidental to  their position, and augmented with in-
creascd migrations from the miscries of exhausted Furope—the luxury of liberty theirs
—theirs every varicty of cvery climate—every fruit of every field, every preduct of cvery
sca, cvery creation of ingenuity, with their incomparable fucihitics of cultivating to incal-
culable advantage the corrclative interests of agriculture, manufactures and commerce.
Suppose them arrived at tire year 1850—a population of thirty millions spread over this
vast cmpire, from the shores of Superior to the mouths of the Mississippi—imbucd
with the varicusshades of character which some diversity of origin ai.d great diffcrence
of climaie will create, but all mainly alike, spcaking onc and the samnc linguage, alive to
the same national sympathics, with those provincial and local prepossessions to be surc,
that wic not only inevitable, but even necessary to an ardent love of country, but acknow-
ledging one government, represented in the same Congress, and thro’ the electric
mecdium of a frec press, in the daily interchange of similar thoughts and opinions.

It is impossible, under Providence, but that this continent must be very soon morc
happily and better peopled than any other scction of the globe: and nothing but their
own madness can prevent this people being onc nation.  War may repel injustice and
cstablish sovercignty ; but nature has taken charge of the greatness of this country which
must grow (il nature herself shallbe exhausted. It is here we shull find our safcty and
our rctribution and our grandcur.  The sons of our wrong docrs will have scarcely suc-
cceded to the languid sceptres of their futhers, before American power will beas terrible
as Amecrican faith will be proverbial: and for the aggressions new received from Lu-
ropc, our sons will make rcturn to theirs in magnaninious comnisscration and protec-
tion and support.

We have already supposcd the Canadas added to our confederacy. Quebec, the
northern capitaly receives and delivers the treasures, which the romantic St. Lawrence,
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fertinte. Am iz . rurement aromninished 1n the ::;:;-r!_’;- At ;’ sICAN engings to viver
l-n:.l‘ﬁ, '.':u'acl,, wiih tha diseavary of the ;‘::d:'.xr... e dize 3 the gentsts of \mc:'::'-t, ans}
wike b in Imipuriance rival thc ¢t spaes Maeif, holtngs our innense lnt'.:;'.r..l navigation int)
inssiimatic wmeiIness, consects the Gl th, E-" casy, mamd andd cosnoniaal siagges, with
the ihisteth dergree of Ltitede, Davis® <oz wizh e G Yl of Meinn; and with the
reinfurazment of seme fow rihend canals, c;‘c:n_. an actoniniag eanesicnsiion of interior
vade froin Quvhive o New { J"ic'ms, the rorilicin and souihern key<.  Tlhc only moles-
er o iiicse sy -s,..ml iniared sav e, with the ning ! sent of havac in his hand—
Limscii a0 by an ungm:nw =. £ Baves in tic hands of issi i-ms focs—won by paternad
e within i paie of seaal bsing, connents 1o Llend anil be happy with the Ame-
1.TGE Nai s ahc:‘c ase Jonger a berder foc, maore fell than the savaze of the desert, to
excie L avnetiy and embroil car frontiers: bui throughent thase unexplored western
1-.:;,,:,,;’;:«, v.iere she mest fisnsis qingr sctidlemeinis bave Nogun the progress of thar
communiiv, with .= least poviem of he despinalile focizn ',;:'.Jmhr.t;s dn.xt infest some
of aur stuics, aod the Gosstspivit of enfwrged Amcrican patriotisay, all is felicity and
cmulation.

The Ailaniic cosst is comrner in (Bese sliva-mentane bencelartions :— us'r'-wl vthc
cemiancd f«m.lgn commerze, (9 which mang:-v has reduzed their cxports, dealing in
the unvestric ul tiaing of all guarters of the wm.r!—;.-,-:z:;:'it;. sl c::‘u-:'pnzc cenvoyisgs
thair ventures abroad—-wvealt h atdd guict thar ficight hoimew ool The entire eantinens
of Lurapc is ;h;m.n apen to thar Interenurse— Aqia, Afiiea apd Sooh America ox-
change fer their superiiciitzs. To the incxhassiible sianles the Usnited 3..77s now
]mﬁ»cs.am.m' exclusively, 1 thear fivur, carn, vice, €OiLat, himber anil tobaceo, hens,.
and wool are superadied with the cmoluments of the unrivalled manuficiures, which must
attend such a nower of staples. The golden facce of Castiley, whase transportaiion
Lither is cinblematical of the: § sencral anuecs and esurse of Fraronoan migration to Ame-
l‘:cw, criven from the sacked and Eimisied domins of s nativity, and in vain attempred
19 be revived on the bleak and misiy heaths of Fogland, finds onthis side of the Atlan-
tic untmunded pastures, and a conzenial Sun. Thc arts and sciences, the refinements

and Llcgm;cxes of socicly must Ronurish—the supporss of life, labor, sustenance and
habitation n:ust continue o be universul—tie intcilecinal republic mu<t be munificenily
cndswed—ior lhu kingdoms cisewhere, leticis and Glents \nll conitnte o be republican,
because attributes common o Gll here—and morals must be exemplary, where cduca-
tion and cmj:loymentarc at the cominand of all.

With these .uh'ant;:"cs of naturc and of wrt, the maral aflfections will keep pacc in
exaliation: Religion without intolerance, and p.mm';‘m without forcign partiality ov
picjudice.  Above ally those miscratle  predispositions for Laropean auihority, which
constituie the only unqualificd, and most peimicists, baseness in the Amcerican cha-
raciery eradicated from all bearts, and replaced by tiat high toned witachment to onv
couniry 1o which itis entitled.  The Hindeo in his damp wnd sultry hut, with a pit-
tance of rice to subsist ony deplores as the fast of misiortunes a (h,_.;l\u\all«ﬂ1 from his

Cusly aind ciings Lo his native L.nd as the first of blessings.  The wrctcaed Greek,
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lerking amory the momunents of antiuliy, unconscious of thais f;sscin;‘-t’m, and anx-
108;s onty 10 (.S-L.l“l‘ the thongof his 't uikish task-mas: wer, mingrics m'.\ Lis Jally  groans
ihe epric glories of Atkenr, wnd asziratiens for bis cvetyy. The chnsman of the ex-
tremest Hebrides, saspended hall way down a frighiul pxccipicc on the beach of a
tempest-tost acean, bunting the nests of birds foe Lis leod, beguiles the pertls of his
suspence with the song and the narrative dedicated to Scottish nationaiiy. It is kere,
and here only, wihere the God of Nuotare scemns to have opencd  Lis Lountiful hand
witheui reserve, atd sl his works are onascale of unexamg Jed miagniicence and fiui-
tion, that man, tamely .nhm*m; the shsund and ignorant columnies of Larepean je-
lousy, libels his muker and rebukes himself, in the bedief tha he alene is \.h rUHOY-
tioncd to the scene of his locition—putiing faith 1n the asseition of ihe old worid,
which Asia applied ta Furope as }iurom' does 1o America, that man is a superior
LCINE LHCIC, wini suinnitiing (o be the uln e and imttator of preposicrous littlciess
and {ime-sarciloned crror. But lhls cloud of our dawn, which procceds, with our late
~rising, from the casi, shall be dispersed and disappear befor: the full arbed sun of me-
yidian radiance; and the citizens of the U. States learn more graiefully to apprecizte
their advantages.

I have laid my premiscs on the supposition—Ilct me add, on the hope, that the war
just begun, will netbe of long duration, for devoutly do 1 trust that its “affictions may
soan cecase cven as regards our enemics. Not because I fear therr mjmy as unnerved
peace has taught too inany «f our fellow countrymen to apprehend; but because con-
tinued warfare might cndanger the purity of our republican institutions.  Such, ho-
ever, are the peculiar local immunities of these U. States, that even perpztual hosuli-
tics with Eur~pe would not matcrially, if at ail, protract or prevent the national great-
nes 1o which they are dsstined.  Beleaguered as the American shores arc by the bioad
and decp Atlantic moat, over which no enemy can passin sufficient force to overcome
us, and dependant as Lurope 1s on our supplics, we may always wage o war like a
peace, or malnitzin a peace like a war with considerable hostile pressure on an cnemy,
and withcut detriment to oursclves.

The tide of population must continuc to flow on at that incredible ratc which has
m..~wt0 marked its progress here; and flow as fust as it may, this teeming continent
will still hosdd ~v dclighlful provinces inviting habitation.  While population thus mul-
tiplics without oversive ' ne the land, prosperity must attend its course as certainly
light follows the sun; and lct tue <~mbest rage without, we have all the means of h.xp-
piness and power wathin.

Whether the federal union in which these states .~ now compacted, will enduve
such expansions of prosperity, 1 will not presume to forctell; wvagh 1 believe that,
if an independent and undeviating system of general pelicy be pursued, in which ‘he

agricultural, manufucturing and commcrcial influence shall be duly mixed and admi-
nistered, the government under w hich we were arranged by the cxmmg constitution,
may with certain modifications sustuin the shocks and swells of successive years, tiil
the usual results of over-done good fortune are visited in its dismembernient st a iime
when dismemberment will be scarcely an evil.  But one and the same language, ane
and the same devotion to liberty and republicanism, universal cdacationy aud depend-
ant local interests are stronger tics than cver bound together wny other federation—
There is indeed no precedenty no historical example, from which our fate m:. y be di-
vined: and the polideal wisdom of legisiators is alinost o] plicable to our situation,

hls noi tic lms( interesting l(lmmm on the conurse of the American 1epubae, that
Disan experiment en the virtues of Luamanity. i Ll the world’s hopes in [1e(,d\,m
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must fail too. If it succeed, liberty and liberality will Secome the laws of nations—the

‘super—annuatcd cast reccive nstruction from the adolescent west, and under the aus-
-pices of republicanism and toleration, the world regeneratce and live anew.

After thirty years of fut, fastidious pzace, the conjuncturc has overtaken us when

-our -institutions are to be put to their first great test. Peace is the chicf of national
. “blessings: War, atall times to be deprec:ted, the most abominable of national crimes, if
~ waged for any other end than peace. But nations are as incvitably liable to wars as in-

dividuals are to disease< and death. Instead of being appalled then let us brace our
nerves, and rejoice at the trial which is asecond time to measure our strength with the
disjointed force of British power, and ti:e more to be dreaded column of British irflu-
cnce. The war of the American revolution was said by one’ of its principal supporters

" -to be a bold speculation ; and perhms the present conflict 13 not léss so : butin dan-
«gerand in doubt to be boldis aiways i:e best pohcy The dulration of this war will de-

RS

pend muinly upon the manner in whic: it is carried o, It. -will last, if it Tanguish. It

b will soon end, 1f vigorously prosccuted. The repubhcan march to buttle has been slow,
* s and with asulemn cautious step: bt there is somethmg, even in this calm, that indicates

thc storm to follow. We behold clscwhere, nations _ goaded reluctently into hostilities
,w:th each other, to gratify the private passions and aggmndlzement cf the tyrants, and -
their vicegerents, who rule over them. Here. it is an’ autraged and md)gpant people .
leadmg forth their government from ncutrahty to arms.” “Fhe patience of the brave is

® ]ong‘suﬁ'enng, but terrible when roused into action. % Troops:ready, an exchequer {ull -
' ‘vivacily of disposition, ambition, interest, a wish to be talked of, tfitermmed me, said thc__f
famous Frederick,king of Prussia, to carry the warinto Silesia.”- ‘Hew different such mo--
“tives to that the Amétican republic has declared ! Just-as-different-as deliberate*and con- -

scientious-republicanism, from ambitious and vauin-glorious desponsm. Le’ ‘what will be -
caid of the tardiness & inefficiency of our preparation,a more interesting, a more animating
spectacle has never been presented, than the preludeand onset of the present struggle.—
The ‘whole population of a free empire, scattered over an immense range of territory,
springing fromn the ease and enjoyments of profound relaxation, to grasp therusted sword,
and brighten it in the blood of their aggressors—their phalanxes filled with voluntary le-
vies, studded here and there with a relict of the revolution, like well known stars in the
firmament, to guide and reflcct its gencral bnlhancy The organ of legislation has
scarcely announced the last appeal, ere the cannon’s intonations have poured its report
into the strong holds of the foe. A little flotilla of three frigates and two sloops launch
into the bosom of the dcep—fearful only of not encountering some of the inumcrable

' squadlons which have chased every othcr combatant from that deep, they have conquered

into a very province of Great Britain. Alrcady I ellow-Citizens, beforea fortnight has
elapsed since the enactment of war, it is flagrant in all quarters of the continent. This
day, this birth day of American indcpendence'shall be illuminated by the blaze of American
valor ;—Regions, thousands of milesasunder bear witness this day to the flushing of the bat-
tle axe of freedom—marking its re-appearance in memorable characters. While we are
here assembled to pledge the righteous cause in festivity and frankhcartedness—the
clarion is hoarse, and the fire-urms are heated with thc reiterated blast of war. Let us
mingle with our libations, prayers for the success of thosc onwhom the conflict d¢ olv-
cs.  May the Lord of Hosts pour into their hearts the unction of patriotism—give thcm,
by night, drcams of glory—and glorious deeds by day.—Muy thosc who survive, live
honored to a vencrable age, to prove that republics arc not ungratcful—and muy those
who fall be reccived in Heaven, arrayed in that purple, which puts the purple of royalty
to shame, the crimson purple of life flowing for liberty and country.




