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'To ROBERT MORRIS, Efquire, late Super-
satendant of the Finances of the United States,

and an Honorary Member of the Society of
the Cincinnati.

I a
‘

- S 1 R,
L i ‘HE refpe& which the Socicty of the Cincinnzii have

di{covered for your pub!ic charaéter ina fTociat'ing you
~ to their inftitution, and the aflelionate regard which 1s
- known to afluate many of 1ts membecrs towards vou, m a

- private relation, are among the motives whici induce me
to offer you the dJedication of a performance, which their
partiality has brought into pubiic view.

As there is no perfon to whom a review of the revolu-
tion may with greater propricty be prefented, than toagen-
tleman, whofe eminent fervices, 1 every ftage of (he war,
have jultly fecured for him the moft exalted eftimation of
his country : So, i1r, there 1s no one within my knowledge,
to whofe candor and friendthip 1 would rather recom-
-mend the following production for jultice and patronage,
than to yourielf,

A ftranger to every ipccies of adulation, it1s with con-
fident integrity I tell the world, that this is not the lan-

guagc
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guage of fervile flattery, bufthe fincere acknowledgment
of onc who confiders himfelf ghly honored by your
friendlhip, and who will always be {olicitous to merit the
continuance of a conneftion, whichis at once his pleafure

and his boatt. *

[

I am, Sir,
with refpeftful affeCtion and efteem,
'your‘ molt oqbedient fervant,
W. JACKSON.
P.hi],ade,lpﬁia, July 8, "}735_ - '
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}:MPRESSED with a gratetui ienfe of the flattering dif-
_ tin&ioﬁ, which an elettion to the duiy of this day has
conferred, and defirous of doing juftice to the favorable
opinions of my prefent friends, and former fellow-Soldi-
crs, I have ventured to accept the hazardous appolntment
of this honorable ftation: But when I refleét on the opini-
ons which may poffibly have been formed-—when I confider
my own inequality to meet the dilcernment of this refpec-
table audience, or to anfwer expectations which the mag-
nitude of my fubjeél may have {uggefted.—I confefs that
my prefumption has tranfgreffed the limits of prudence;
and [ {folicit your candor and indulgence to what might
otherwife be confidered an excels of dutiful indifcre-

tion.
B
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REvorLvine feafons have returned the anmverfary
of that aufpicious day, which hailed our ‘country in-
dependent, and gave freedom to a worla.

To commemorate this vall event—to trace its progrefs,
and mark its confirmation—to obferve 1ts influence, and to
offer a general anticipation of 1its confequences, form the

interefling objeés of our prefent purpofe.—

Paving the pious tribute of our gratitude and adoration
to the Great Difpofer of Human Events, and imploring his
continued care and proteétion over our infant republic, we
pals, with pleafing comprehien{ion, to contemplate the a-
gency of his almighty willand power.

As 1tis far from being our with, I truft 1t will not be
confidered our inténtion (in reciting the caufes and occur-
. rences of our late momentous ﬁruggle)‘ to revive paﬂ. en-
mities, or to awaken animofitics, which relpect for our nati-
onal charalter, and the maxims of our faith, {hould alike
difpofe us forever to forget and to forgive.

IT 1s wifdom to obliterate offences, when their cffels
have ceafed ; and 1 1s the dictate of juftice to dilmifs the re-
membrance of an injury, which reparation has amply
atoned.

Our
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Our recapitulation of the conteft, though but a frail re-
cord of their merits, 1s due in gratitude to the memory of
thofe heroes, who were Martyrs in the caule of freedom.—
The remarks on the {ufferings cf our country, are irtend-
edto imprefs the value of that objet for which they were
fuftained ; and the deeds of her diftinguifhed citizens arc
brought forward with no other view, than as being the
beft incentives to public virtue.—Here then the acrimony
of revenge, and the {ervility of adulation, are both difciaim-
ed, as utterly unconneéted with thofe generous principles,
which prompted and atchieved our glorious revolution.

" At aperiod * when wifdom, valour, and commercial con-
{equence had raifed the Britith empire to pre-eminence over
the reft of Europe—when contending kingdoms confelfled
her {uperiority, and yielded to her power—when her pro-
vincial progeny’aided her efforts, and fhared in her {fuccels
—when maternal tendernefs fhould have met the advance
of filial affettion, and cherithed an equal endearment.—
In this moment of pride and delufion, forgetful of her re-
cent acknowledgments, andinfenfible to paft obligation, fhe

puts off the benignity of the parent, and aflumes the arro-
- gance of a defpot.

Axx100Us only to {upport the {plendor of her court, and
the

* 1963,
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the convenience of her rulers, fhe extends a tyranny to the
extremities of her emptre; and, to promote the fordid
views of penfioners and place-men, the departs from her

national charaCteriftics of generofity and honor.

A sysTEM of unconditional {lavery towards her colonies
- is adopted-—commercial refiri¢tions are impofed, and un-
conftitutional taxes attemptedtobe levied—diftinétions, un-
worthy of a great nation, and {ubveriive of human equahty,
are endeavored to be drawn by thisunwile and haughty

people.

- Tue humble petitions of her oppreffed children, dre dii-
mifled with contempt, and their dutiful remonftrances re-
je€ted with threatsand {corn —The mandates of defpotiim
are iffTued for military execution, and no alternative prof-

fered but the dagger or the rod.

Thus compelled to commit our equitable claims to the de-
cilion of arms, and to the event of a contefl, rendered fiill
more doubtful by the unprovided ftateof our magazines, and
the defencelefs fituation of our country. Itisthe GLORY
of America that fhe balanced not, when freedom orxilavery =
became the alternative, to take the field againit a nation of
eftablifhed military charalter, powerful in refources, and

the then acknowledged fovereign of the {ea.
THE
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Tue love of Liberty outweighed the horrors of war, and
death, in its defence, was efteemed an eligible retreat from
national fervitude. Neither the immediate fufferings of
the camp, nor the darkencd profpe&t of protratted war,
could damp that ardor which fed the hopes of freedom,
nor leffen the fenfe of thofe wrongs that urged an irrevoca-
ble {eparation from our unnatural foc. But, anterior to
this ultimate dctermination, all other means had failed,
and the patience of opprefledhumanity been longexhault-
cd—relentlels hoftility had raged throughout our country,
and every aggravation of embittered warfare, been mndilcri-
minately inthicted.

A LisATION of patriotic blood had been poured to li-
berty on the plains of Lexington.—The virtuous Warren
and his brave aflociates had bled at the altar of honor and
their country on Bunker’s-Hill.—The ilames ot Charlef-
town had illumined the glory of that day——and every cir-
cumfitanee of compullion and refiftance at once character-
ifed the vindittive meafures of Britain, and the inflexible
firmneis of her patriotic opponents—As the prelude to an
obftinate and bloody war, too {frequently ftained in 1ts
progrefs with wanton cruclty—We here {urvey a {cenc
brilliant as the brighteft fancy can form, and interciting as
every feeling of humanity can render it :—A {cene which
fhould imprels indelible refpe@ and veneration for the

C INCLOTY
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