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ORATION.

THE return of this Dav, my Drothers, never
ceasces to excite in the bosems of American Pao
triots, the most elevated sentisents. 1t recalls
to the memory of many among us the recollee-
tion of scenes, which attachies them to the li-
berty we ceniovj—seenes, the bare reeital of
which, renders os afl unxious to perpetuate the
blessings of ivecdsin to cur mast distant posters
ity. 'Lo-Day, the gieomy housrs of cur revuiu.
tionary war, seive 1tcav! us the value of a
Constitution free 1 its pringiples, and caiceulat-
ed to be equal tn its oper ations 3 awd iupon tins
occasion, a sigh cscanes us for suime of those
brave men, who pmclmsc‘ our liberty with
their blood ; we embalm their memories with
a tear, and even rejuice that our Country can
boast of virtue like thetrs.

~ Influenced by sentiments and feciines like
these, the mind nasses rapidly over the events
of the remlutwlmrv war, and surveyvs an iuter-
esting, but an agitated picture of hluedmn' de-
ﬁ,ats, aud joyous triumphs ; of 1mages de.pmt-
ing fear and despair, confuscd with the brighter
figures of Constancy and Hope. In one place,
we behold the Ameriean ensign, tattered and
drooping over the breathiess remains of MonT-
GOMERY ; and 1n anotiier, we see the banner of
our country, erccted by Gares and LancoLy, wa-
ving in trinmph over the dejected BurgoyNE.



4

Although the events of the conflict have pass.
ed away ; yet we cherish with honorable picty
the remembrance of our troubles, and the ne-
mories of those men who fought for our coun
try. Hence, at this distant permd we have
a disposition to linger upon the spot, which
shelters the remains of some early patriot ; and
o puss a melancholy honr under those willows,
w Liich weep over the sacred ashes of some revo-
Iutienary hero.

Sway ed by these generous affections, our
niliads trequenth stiray to those shades which rest
ou the bosom of Mount Vernon ;—to those
groves which Impart an air of peculiar melan-
choly to the tomb which contuins the remains of
an Lero. Ilow silentis the grove whieh shel-
ters this tomb ? and how mournful the appear-
aiice of the evpress which shades this sacred
uien ? ven in the high top of this tree of sorrow,
the dejeeied eagle sits the live-long day; and as
the davk boughs around him sigh to the sudden
bicoeze ; startled, he stretches forth his brooding
wings, and dartmﬂ- his angry eye through every
region of the de.n ens, seeks to slueld from
lm'm. the hallowed remains of \VASHINGTON
slu-nheuu-'r on the banks of the Potomac.

Around this sacred sepulchre, my countryn
men, how miany sorrows have been shed? how
often at this place, have the firmest of our friends
melted into grief ? Kven the traveller from dis-
taut climes, as he passes over the waves of the
Potomue, will lower his sail as he approaches

itis ~olemn eminence ; and leaving his shal.
lop on the shore, will pace the ascending bank,
t- inseribe upon the mausoleum of our ramlu-
tionary leader, a tributary line.
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But while we recollect with griefand gratitade,
WASHINGTON, and the toils and dangers he
encountered to free his country from hondage ;
we shall but fauntly testify our rospeet for his
charaeter and virtues, if we forget his counsels
and neglecet his adinonitions.  Upon this day,
therefore, the anniversary of a nativn’s bivth ;
while we rejoice m the independence of our
country ; let us not forget the exanple and pres
cepts of the ilostrious man,  wio was  first in
war, firstin peace, an:d birst in the hearts of his
countrymen.” America would indeed be une
grateful, should she forget the sdmonitions of
her dearest friend, to whose activity, discretion
and constancy, she is indebted, ina great mea-
sure, for the indepeadence she enjoys : and to
whose persuasions, at the end of the war, she is
in a greatdegree obligated for the political fabrie,
which now constitutes her a nation,

At the close of our struggle for indepeudence,
many of those men, who lad assisted in achiev-
ing the emancipation of our country from the do-
minion of Great-Britain, were convinced that
liberty could not be secured to us, without a gov-
ernment capable of combining and controling
the people of the several states.—Therefore, at
a period when many thought that our country
haa’overcome every obstacle in the road to her
happiness ; the discerning eye perceived still
arising, in heavy succession, steeps difficult of
ascent, and mountains of trouble. The politi.
cal prospects of our country were in reality sad
and disheartening ; and our political horizon
seemed full of angry storms, between the peace
of seventecn hundred and cighty-three, and the

adoption of the federal constitution.



At lengih, however the States, greatly in-
fluenced by the opinions of the beloved WASH. °
JINGTON, embraced the form of government
under which we now live ; and then the sullen
and portentous clouds which hung over the
trembling land, began to disappear ; and fair-
er and brighter prospects opened on the view.

At this period the political theorist was flatter-
ed with the expected glory and happiness of our
country ; and those politicians who aceustomed
thiemselves to contemplate the fairest side of the
human character, were particularly pleased with
the future prospects of our infunt Republic. Al-

ready had the projected operations of the Feder-
al Government promised to the fervid imagina-
tion of our patriots, a successful and a brilliant
career to the nation ;—already had Fancy, with
her animating pencil, painted pictures of great-
ness, and’ mscrlhed upon them the name of
Columbia.

But still to the reflecting mind ; to the ecau-
tious eye of experience, the pictures of fancy
were not the testimonies of truth. The men
who had studied human nature the better to un-
derstand the merits of civil government, were
not without apprchensions for the happiness of
their country, even under the operation of the
federal constitution :—And if any ventured to
hazard an opinion, which seemed to doubt the
existence of an intrinsic strength in the constitu-
tion, calculated to withstand the shock offoreign
war, and the assaunlts of domestic faction ; this
opinioa, perhaps, proceeded not so much from
a love of arbitrary pewer, as from an attachment
to rational liberty.

Yet, be this as it may ; most of the reflecting



7

l"'llilll!i

men of every denomination in politics, without
betraying an unjustifiable want of confidence in
the political mstitutions of their country, con-
sidered our system of polity as a political exper-
iment ; the sueeess and advantages of which de-
pended cssentiadly upon the manner in which
the government was to be administered.

This opinicn, my Brothers, was entertained
by your beloved WASHINGTON ; and it com-
mends itself therefore to us all as the offspring
of wisdom and virtue.—As he was conscious
that the usefulness of the constitution depended
much upon the manner 1n which it was to be
administered ; and knowing also, that the ad.
ministration was frequently to emanate from
the people, he was induced, when he retired
from the cares of public life, to the bosom of his
fumily, and to the shades of Mount Vernon, to
leave his countrymen a Legacy more precious
that rubies. You all know to what I allude !
This sage and pathetic addressis fraught, my
Brothers, with precepts which will ensure to
you happiness and greatness, if you diligently
observe them :—The invaluable gift contains
the admonitions of a wise and cautious states-
man, and itis full of the counsels of an affection-
ate parent,

11’ then, Gentlemen, you value the Independ-
ence you this day celebrate, and wish to preserve
it for vour little children, who are now slumber-
ing innocently in thewr cradles—profit by the
advice which WASHINGTON has given youj
and in this event, your constitution will receive:
an energy, Wllli(:]l will enable it to bld deﬂap_ce to
the shock of foreign war, and to the intrigues of
any turbulent faction, that may rise among the

people.
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In discharging the duty which you, -Gentle-
men, have so politely assigned to me this day,
the exhortations and adinonitionsof WASHING-
TON, the illustrious hero and sage of our eoun-
try, are keptin view. And 1n order to discourse
intellizibly upon some of the principles which
ought to operate in the administration of our
governments, it will be necessary to premise a
few remarks in relation to the nature of our civil
Istitutions.-

It may be said that the polity of the United
States combines two great and leading features,
and recoguizes among the same people and in
the same nation two separate sovereignties ; the
one, asserting the rights and privileges of the
state governments, and the other, the rights
and privileges of the United States.  Although
for wise purposes these several sovereignties are
jealous of each other in many respects; yet there
are many points in which they seem to assimilate
and combine, mutually aiding and assisting each
other. Ia eflect, the federal system of govern.
ment is one well connected whole, composed of
various parts, happily united by the various inter-
ests of the separate States; and calculated to
promote the general liberty and happiness of all
the people, and to watch over the concerns of
each particular Commonwealth.

From these observations it may be inferred,
that the continuation of our liberty depends up.
o a well regulated administration of the State
governinents, as well as upon a wise, firm and
-dignified administration of the federal constitu-
tion.

'Taking this point, therefore, to be conceded,
it may be remarked, that in a government cone
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structed like ours, a large share of virtue and
information ought to exist, and be diffuscd
among the great inass of the citizens ; in order
that they may know how to sclect their rulers,
and have at «ll times a disposition to oppose and
restrain vicious and designing demagogues.

A similarity of manners and habits eughtalso
to characterize the people of the nation ; so that
the eihzens may possess, as much as it may be
possible, the same views and feelings upon eve-
ry subject importaut to their national welfare,
In a woid, the population of the United States
ought to be, if pructicable, homogeneous, and
not a variegated composition, characterized by
an infinity of habits and sentiments, the ag-
eregate productol every particular country in
the world.

Perhaps at this time, there is no nation which
presents a population more incongruous in point
of indwidual character, than the United States :
Yet if Congress will pay a proper regard to this
subject, the evil of which we have now some
reason to complain, wil be eventaallv removed.
But no effectual remedy will ever eradicate the
evils which are coanected with a population
discordant in manners, habits and a turn of
thought ; unless the national legislature render
the time long which an individual has to pass
among us, previous to his recognition as a citi-
zen. Should the councils of the nation apply a
sufficient remedy to the great evil in question,
hereafter our ears will not be offended, nor
Heaven insulted, by that discrepancy of sounds
which too frequently ascends from our public as-
semblies. But the slight modulations which
may prevail among the voices of the peopie, the

B
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consequence of a small but honest diversity of
opinion, will ultimately produce the sweeter
harmony in our public debates.

Itis 1mportant also to the prescrvation of our
Iiberty ané independence, that the intention of
our constitutions be at all times respected, m
the administration of our govesrnments ; and as
our constitutions presuppose that our elective
rulers and magistrates are the faithful represent-
atives of the public will ; nothing can be more
subversive of the prmcmms of true lwertw, than
=n¥ measures ealeulated to give 2 dispostiion to

the naticnal, or state councils, difierent fiom a
fuir expression ol the pLLLc niiisd, Nor can a
republican government make a stride more  fia-
grant and gigantic towards tyranny, tian by per-
verting the intention of the Ly W, I order (o si-
fence the voice of the people.  Andlct the pre-
texts ior measures of this sort be ever so spe-
cious ; let the disguize with which these acts of
usurp.mon are attempted to he covered, be ever
so fascmating—Yet, let me coijure you to view
stch machinations as the opening of a labyrinth,
in which the liberties of’ the people are to be
rendered up, to satiate the Miuotaur of faction.
To follew this subjecta hittle farther; it is
known to you that designing men, at various
times, have taken measures to triumph over the
will of the peopic; and the means they have
used have been perceived 1n efforts te change
the power of temporary magistracies into per-
manent authorities. 'Thus have we seen the
Roman Repubiic destroyed by making Cesar
perpetual Dictator ; and thus tlie English Com-
monwea'th belield her sturdy founder a perpet-
ual tyrant, ruling the land with a rod of iron,
mvested with the sunple title of Protcctor.
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These, however, are not the only instunees
which present themselves to verify the jusiice
of the obscrvations submitted to you ; sinee the
history of our own times furnishes ansther in-
stance more impressive than either of the for-
mer. DBonaparte, who holds under his feet the
continent of Europe ;—who hurls with 1rresist-
ible force, through the nations areund him, the
bolt of war ,——who causes the waters of the Da-
nube to crimson with the blood of Germany 5 and
melts the ices of the North with the tears of
Russian matrons ;—who beholds unmoved, up-
on the banks of th(, Scine, the widows of France
weeping thew lords whose bones now bleech uy-
on the fields of Jena and Austerlitz ;— e, rath-
less chicf, bridled the frecdom of the Gauls by
leaping from the chair of a ten years cnnsulslup,
into the imperial throne of Erince ,——-Lx IR
ing a sceptre which had descended in awfui sue.
cession from the tenacious grasp of the Carlo.
vingians, to the feebler hand of the Bonrbou.

Pardon, Gentlemen, pardon the emphiasis be-
stowed upon this subject, since 1t i1s prowpted
Dy the recollection of a recent law in our own
State ; which, though it he not calenlated to
cive us a perpetual tyrant, yet places the S.nate
of the State in the hands of'those who hold the
reins of government in defiance of the public
will, and the intention of the Constitution.

What would WASHINGTON say, my coun.-
trymen, could he awake from Ins tomb, and
survey the measure which at this time forees it-
self upon our minds ? He would say that the
act had contaminated the whole American con-
tinent—and, darting a gleam of indignation trom

his eye, softened with a tearfor the calamities
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of his country—he would seek to hide his ma-
jestic brow ouce more in the silent mansions of
the grave. -

But perhaps too much has been said upon
this subjeet, and the only apology which can be
offered for detaining you so long upon this head,
will be found to be intimately connected with
the principles of our dearest liberties.

In investigating still farther the points of this
address ; it occurs to us that agrecably to the
prineiples of a free constitution, offices of honor
and profit are not the exclusive property © of any
one man, family or class of men.”* It results,
therefore, thatin governments hke ours, found-
ed on the freedom of opiulon, it is repugnant to

the principles of the constitution to hurl from
office every incumbent, who shall dare to dissent
from the dominant party in political sentiments,
and to bestow the places vacated by their expul-
sion, upon those who are willing to subsecribe
to the prevalent dogmas of the times. And
Lere it ought to be distinctly understood, that
vwitile we deprecate a course of policy re-
seinbling this ; yet we are far from condemning
in any admintstration that honest partiality to-
wards politieal friends, which operates to bestow
upon them an equal share of the honors and
emolunients of the state ; provided that it does
not introdnce a system of expulsion and proscrip-
tion, but only a system of partial exclusion.t
A system of expulsion from oflice has a direct
tendency to destroy those fine and elevated sen-

* Massachusetts Bill of Rights, Sect. 7.

T After the Federal Government went into operation, it was proposed
in conversation among many of the members of government, to bestow the
offices inthe gift of the government upon the federalists ; but it is under-
stood from the best authority, that the proposition was treated with indig-
nation, by both General Hamilton and the illustrious Yashington.
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timents, which are indispensably necessary to
the existence of a well regnlated Repubiie; it
operates to debase the minds of the citizens, by
engendering low and sordid ideas ; sinee it is
merely a system by which a forcible appeal is
made to the cupidity and fears of the people.

When such systems of administration are re-
cognized by our gm'emment ; In our cnquirics
concerning the gualifications of'a citizen for the
dlscllalge of a pui)lu: duty, we shall no longer
ask, “ is he honest? is he capable ? is he attaoh—
ed to the Constitution *°f but ot interroguto-
ries will be comprised in the emphatic qut,stmn
—is he a violent partisan ?

These reflections naturally introduce to our

notice a lesson highly interesting and instruetive
in relation to the subject before us. It is relat-
ed, and with truth, that the ficst symptoms,
which were perccived of the decline of the Ro-
man Cumnmnwcalth, were witinessed in an
overwecning zcal among the citizens to possess
lucrative oflices.t

When this propensity had eontaminated the
minds of the Roman people, the magnanimous’
spirit, combined with the honorable poverty of
the noble Fabricius, were no longer pr‘CL]"tlble ;
—then, no more were scen the heroic valoor and
the rustic indigence of Attillius Regulus j—
The spirits of these men fled the limits of the
Roman world, when sordid desires engrossed
the minds of the people. And surely, my eoun-
trymen, the genius of WASHINGTON must
have been absent from the councils of our State,
when they sanctioned the warrant for a general

i Me Jeflerson's Inaugural Speech.
3 1st. Vol, Ferguson’s Hist. Rome—page 267.
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axpulsion from office ;—the spirit of the hero
who fought for his country without fee or reward,
must have been absent from the bosoms of our
rulers, when they extended rewards to their
followers, and proscriptions to those who had
the courage to differ from them in opinion.

A course of policy, however, like the one
which has recently characterized this Common-
wealth, is not peculiar to this State. The same

course of policy has been frequently pursued in
Europe, with an intention to overthrow the lib-

erties of the people. A celebrated writer* ob-
serves, thatan artifice which all the Princes in
Europe, who have aimed at arbitrary power,
have made use of, has been a course of policy,
which secured all the great offices of the state.

+ In addition te a multitude of evils, which
will flow from a system of expulsion and favour-

iteism, there is one, which will prove of great
harm to a well organized government, and
claims therefore our serious attention. Conti-
nual changes in office render the course and
current of public things uncertain and fluctua-
ting ; and.changes in our government ought to
be avoided as much as possible, consistently
with justice, a faithful administration of the
laws, and a fair representation of the people.
Old and familiar customs and laws, ought not to
be wantonly changed, with a view to some
small, but speculative advantage. Facility in
chinges opens a door to designing men, to pro-
pose trifling and specious modifications of the
laws, which are intended only to accomplish
some private advantage : And, moreover, age
aiways carrics an authority with it, which fur-

® Montesquieu.
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nishes a strong objection to wanton innovations.
Ape creates a respect for the laws, and ancient
customs and usages arc cheerfully observed
from habit, and its concomitant attachment, A
reverence for antiquity scems to be, in some de-
gree, natural to us ; and habit 1mperceptibly
begets an attachment toward those things, with
which we have been for a long time familiar.
The house which has sheltered us for a series of
years from the storms of winter, though low and
humble, seems yet our home, although the fa-
vors of fortune have advanced us to a faiwrer man-
sion. "

A disposition to change the laws and er! yins
of a state encourages every theorist to m':'ﬁ* n-
novations upon the polity of his country? aand
as a destructive rage for improvement debauch-
es the public mind, the state itself becomes a
miserable patient, upon which political empirics
are pepetually making experiments ; and the re-
sult of these experiments 1s, that the laws are
cnervated and misunderstood, and the commu.
nity itself'exhibits a disgusting scene of confu-
sion.

But in guarding the community against use-
Jess changes, the rulers of the people must be
careful, lest too strong an atitachment tv ancient
laws and customs lead them to sanction absur-
dities, and to continue palpable inconveniences.
'The words of the illustrious WASHINGTON,
contained in his invaluable Legacy, will better
express the duty of administrations in relation to
the modifications of the laws, than any thing else
which can be offcred to you. The sainted father
of his country cmphatically says, “in all the
changes to which you may be 1avited, rememnm-
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her that time and habit are at least a3 necessary
to fixthe true character of government, as of
other Luman instituticns ; that cxperience is the
urest standard by which to test the real tenden-
cvof the existing constifution of a country
that fucility in c]mnﬂres upon the credit of mere
hypothesis and opinion, exposes to perpetual
change, from thec endless variety of hypothesis
and opinion. And remember, especially, that
for the eflicient management of ycur common
interests, in a country so extensive as ours, a
government of as much vigour as is consistent
wit "the perfect sccurity of liberty, is indispen-
sa F‘;‘
niir remarked thus much, upon the. in.
fluence which age possesses in creating a res.
pect for the laws ; and having sufficiently ani.
madverted upon the dangers of Innovation ; we
are led by an easy transition to contemplate the
influence which religion has in iaducing the ei-
tizens to obey the civil ordinances of their couns
try. But how shall I approach this sacred
theme !'—Religion, thou fuirest dangiiter of the
skies : You that descended from the clouds, like
the sentlest bivd of Heaven, sceking the world,
to minister consolation to the distressed and way-
worn travellers of mortality, how shall I speak
of thee ? At thy bright face the weeping widow
smiles, and casts her beaming vision to the
skies ,—and where thy form is seen, the orphan
turns his tearful eye from his dear parent’s grave,
and says “there i1s rest in Heaven.””? The in-
fluences of religion are ¢ sweeter than the per-
fumes of Arabla," and her precepts “are richer
than the gems of Golgonda.” The laws of so-
ciety are founded upon the principles which she
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inculcates ; and the sons of men are made wil-
ling to obey the voice of the law from the doc-
trines which she reveals. It should, therefore,
be the peculiar care of our rulers, to guard and
protect a rational and true rchigion from the
assaults of the licentious, and the attacks of
fanaticism. And let those who administer our
egovernments he carcful how they tamper with
the saered institutions of our churches, lest they
destroy the moruality of thewr country, and do of-
fence untotheir GO1.

Upon this subject, too, the immortal WASH-
ING'TON has not been silent :—For you have
read in the Legacy he has bequeathed, “ that of
all the dispositions and habits which lead to
political prosperity, religion and morality are
indispensable supports.”

It would be honourable, Gentlemen, to hu.
man nature, and to this country in particular,
were the influence of moral and religious senti-
ments so widely diftused here, as to render the
restraints of municipal regulations unnecessary.
We should have, indeed, attained unto the golden
age, could we say with the ancient inhabitants of
Latium, that we are a people not just from the
obligations of laws, but from volition, and the
religion of our country., Butsince we have not
arrived at a state of things so happy as this ; and
since human laws are necessary to protect us in
the community ; 1t 1s of great importanee that
we should have learned and upright judges to
administer and explain them.

In this country, the legislative and exceutive
branches of our govermment cannot be too ecare-
ful of those departments under our constitutions,
the functions of which are of a judicial nature.

C
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Our judicial establishments ouglit to be as firce,
impartial, and independent, as the lot of human.
ity will admit, and be placed far beyond the
reach of faction, and popular collisions.

In acommunity where the judiciary power is
dependent on the will of the people, it 1s easy to
suppose that the judyes will he naturally tine-
tured with the wislies and passions of a majority
of therr constituents, at whose merey they are
piaced ; and hence the decisions of judicial tri-
bBunals will be de eply coioured with the prey mlmrr
dlﬂposmora of the times. Whenever this be-

comes tic case In any Republie, it may be said
that the rights of the minority, under that @Ov-
cr nimcnt, are In a precarious 51tuat10n.

In popular governments, where partics are
apt to carry their animosities to too great lengths,
the judiciary ought to be placed on a firm b.lSls,
and kept above the reach of popular enthusiasm
and resentment : thus when the waves of the ox-
cited multitude run high, and rage and roar, the
serene authority of the judicial power, like a
majestic rampart on the margin of an angry
ocean, will confine and repress “the hoarse sur-

ges of the main.

But, however great may he the advantage to
the community, of a faithful administration of
the laws ; vet itis essentially important to the
welfare of a nation, that the laws themselves be
judiciously framed. In legislating under our
constitutions both state and federal, particular
care should be at all times observed, that the
laws be calculated to consult the natural and po-
litical state of the country. That they be made
in reference to the agricultural and commercial
interests of the people, as well as In reference to
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the fundamental principies of the constitution
from which they mmay ewanate.

In the formation and adoption of the federal
constitution, an eye was perpetually fixed upon
Commerce ; and the illustrious Leader of ourp
revoiutionary war, has explained (o you in his
parting admonitions, the Lnportance of com-
merce to our country ; and the importance ol the
federal government, as the enly sure mean of
protecting that source of your happuuess.

Situated as the United States are for a great
extent along the margin of the Atlantic Gecan,
and upon a territory irrigated with a great variety
of navigable rivers, the veins and arteries of in-
ternal navigation; it would be certainly the ex-
tremity of folly to say, that the Awmerican na-
tion ought not to be jealous of her marttime
rights. As well might you go to the sca-beat
shore, and there command the hardy sea-bird,
who rides upon the top of every rolling Dbillew,
not ta adventure with her young over thie surface
of the waves to obtain from the caverns of ocean,
a support for her family ;—as to command the
American scaman to relinquish his muritime

rights, to bid adieu to the main, and no more to
impress the inviting bosom of the deep. Nature
has destined this country to be commercial as
well as agricultural ; and that politician 1s 1n-
sane, who wishes us to abandon those pursuits,
which Heaven directs us to follow.

The natural trade of the Umited States, re-
sulting from a capital created by the surplus
produce of our country, ought to he fostercd and
cuarded by every administration of tiie federal
covernment wilh peculiar vigtlanee.  The voiee
of the nation ouglt to speak to our seamen, with




an emphasis loud enough to be heard through-
out the world—Go ye children of the ocean, and
bear in safety upon the mountains of the deep,
the towering eagle of our land ! Let your flag be
seen in every clime where honest enterprise
shall lead you, and the nation shall protect the
ensign of these states, whether it play with the
breezes of the monscon, or flutter amid the cold
and icy regions of the North.

~ The protection of commerce, Lowever, gen-
tlemen, cannot be complete without some pains
and expense ; we cannot vindicate rights which
are attacked by fierce and rapacious belligerents
without adequate means of protection.

'To the end that commerce may be protecte d,
the nation at all ttmes ought to be in a defensive
situation. And to accomplish this, pecuniary
means are required ; and these means must be
drawn from the people by the national govern-
ment with temperance and wisdom. And here
it may be remarked, that parsimony and extra-
vagance, in the conduct of our fiscal coneerns,
are equally to be avoided as two dangerous ex-
tremes. The first, as having a tendency to
leave the nation destitute of sufficient pecuniary
resources in a time of public necessity ; and the
second, as the mean by which the people may

be made inimical to all taxes whatever. Buat
not to enlarge too much upon this head ; let us
recollect the important truth which the illustri-
ous WASHINGTON has expressed to us, and
which recommends to us to be at all times pre-
pared for war ; but disposed to peace.*
Uniortunately, we know that nations too often

* Washington’s Favewell Address.
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forget to observe the principles of public law ;
upon a strict observance of which, the good un-
derstanding which ought to subsist between in-
dependent states depends. Kunowingthis, there-
fore, anation ought to be prepared at all times
to avenge the injuries which may be offered to
it, as being one of the surest methods of main-
taining unimpaired, 1fs sovereign rights. Buat
an ability to avenge an insult, is not the only ad-
vantage which results to a nation fromn its being
in a defensible posture, since a state of continu-
al preparation for war, has a direct tendency to
preserve us from insults; and thus furnishes
the surest pledge of a lasting peace.

Perhaps, it would be unneccessary at this
time, to attempt to particularize those prepara-
tions for war which ought to exist 1n this coun-
try, in times of profound peace ; yetI think that
recent experience has taught us, notwithstand-
ing the diversity of opinion which has hitherto
prevailed among us upon this point, that a com-
petent force atland, a respectable naval force,
and suflicient irontier fortifications, are at all
times indispensably necessary for the interest
and honor of the United States.

Hence, itought to be the duty of every ad-
ministration of the federal government, which 1s

desirous to preserve the independence of our
country, to have at all times a competent de-
fence for the nation, of the kind suggested to
you, taking care, however, that in making the
requisite preparctions, the physical resources of
the country be never cxceeded.

Had, gentlemen, strictattention been paid to
this subject, we never might have scen the lone-
ly scaman, musing in poverty along tne mur-
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muring shore, counting the pebbles as they
rolled in before the indignant surge—nor beheld
upon our frowning promontories, the lads of the
main, extending their wishful looks over the in-
terdicted seas, filling the gale with their sighs,
and augmenting the very ocean with their tears.

But,
Gentlemen of the Society,

THE sentiments and reflections which have
been offered to youat this time, together with
the volume of experience which has recently
been furnished to our country, ought to encour-
age you to hope for better days. 'The present
period is, indeed, big with events. Your coun-
try is 1nvolved in a war, concerning the expedi-
ency of which, the public mind is divided. But
however this may be, gentlemen, the war in
which we are involved, has procecded from the
voice of your national counsels, acting under the
constitution of your country. Youhave, by the
constitution of your country, aright to excreise
your judgment in relation to the expediency of
the war: But you are bound, as you are pledg-
ed to support the federal constitution, to obey
the constitutional mandates of your government,
Should you think, upon reflection, that at this
time the requisitions of your rulers are 1mpolitic
and st war with your interests, you must consult
for your remedy the means wliich the constitu-
tion has pointed out for your relief. «The very
idea of the power and right of the people to es-
tablish a government (says the immortal Wash-
ington) presupposes the duty of every individu-
al to obey the established government.”

“ All obstructions,” he says in his Farewell
Address, “to the exccution of the laws, ail com-



binations and associations, under whatever plau-
sible character, with the real design to direct,
control, counteract, or awe the regular delibera-
tions and actions of the constituted authorities,
ar¢ destructive of this fundamental principle,
and of fatal tendency.”

The society I have the honor to address, which
is pledged to follow these counsels; rests also
on the fair foundation of Charity. Thus, while
the Members aim to support the pure freedom of
our country, they are studious so far as their
ability extends, to become the sons of Benevo-
lence and Philanthropy—The very intention of
your institution therefore, is doubly laudable.

In acting up to the spirit of our association
with sincerity, we shall endeavourto disseminate
virtue and information, the two great pillars of
a republican government: Hence we shall earn
the love of our fellow-citizens, and should we
now have cnemies, they will become hereafter
our friends, when they are convinced that the
ecntlemen of this Socicety are the real friends of
order, rehigton, and good manners.

But, gentlemen, should we aberrate from
the line we have prescribed to ourselves ; should
we suffer either personal, or party views to con-
taminate the fair objects of our association ; we
shall deservedly incur the censure of our coun-
trymen, and justly become the theme of oblo-
quy.

Upon this Day, gentlemen,. allow me to say
that I have reeeived an elevated pleasure in dis-
coursingupon some of those principles, by which
as a member of the body politic, ¥ am willing to
live, and to die. And I hope you will excuse
me, if I have indulged myself, too long, in ex-



patiating upon those principles, upon the faith-
ful observance of which, depends perhaps, our
own happiness, the happiness of your wives and
children, and the prosperity and glory of our
country. Your determination to support these
principles, connected with a disposition to cn-
courage virtue, to discourage vice, to elevate
the honest man, and to correct and reform the
bad, seem to presage the future fime and hap-
piness of this land. Emulous to do well, you
will not be dismayed in pursuing the ]mths of
virtue, nor castdown in endeavourmg to do good.
And hence perchance, the future American
who may read of our institution, filled with ad-
miration and a generous enthusiasm, will bestow
a benediction on the spirits of those men, who
are now attempting to make the name and prin-

ciples of WASHINGTON immortal !

(Second Edition. )



