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RIS VNANR 1 )

AUGUSTA, JULY 5, 1506.
Mr. SETH JONES, jux.
PERMIT us, by the request and in bebalf of ibe ysung repub-

Lizans of this town and its vicinity, to tender you our sinceve thanks for
the honor which you did thom, in the pronus:iation of the spirited
and patriotic Oration, on the fourth inst....Asd we affume the Liberty

of requesting a copy for the press.

IVe are, Sir,
With sent:ments of sinceriiy,
Your very obedient servants,

COMMITTEE OF
ARRANGEMENTS.

JAMES WILLIAMS,

BENJAMIN EDES,
JONATHAN PERKINS. }

e, O Er————

GENTLEMEN,

FEELING the weight of your respectability, and highly im-
pressed with a sense of your candor, 1 bumbly accede to your request.
Though its imperfections may be many, yet the autior thinks the lan-
guage of invective ought not to be severe, as it was not the study of a
week, but a hasty, lucubratory production.

Yours, Sc.

SETH JONES, jun.
juLy 5, 1806.




ORATION.

YSUNG AND RESPECTABLE FELLOW-CiTIZENS,

WITH diffidence, T appear before yon. A diffi-
derce, founded not on the demenits of the occafion, but con the
weaknefs of my abilities....Confcious debility produces a tre-
mor. My tongue falters....my heart defponds. The folemn
fiillncfs, the unfpeakable decorum of this refpedable affembly,
¢ fill me with an awe hitherto unknown, and heighten the fenfe
of my unworthinefs to fill this facred defk.”” Baut the devia-
tion izom mernt is not my own. The clemency of my conftit-
uents muft atore for my defeds....1 muft have recourfe tc the
bofom of adclefcency. 1 come not to fhake your minds with
*¢ catara&@s of declamation,” or to touch your fenfibilities in
rills ¢t Ciceronian eloguence, but to addrefs you in language
decked with fimphicity.

Wre are convened on this aufpicious day, not to cele-
brate the hineage of a defpot, but to commemorate the day,
confecrated to the caufe of freedom.  On this day, the ornate
lieralds of I'berty proclaimed our emancipation, and flang, to
ihe echoing fkies, the joyiul Pzin. The twinkling fulgidity
of inborn freedom, irradiated the ¢ da:k ard bemghted corn-
ers” of Amegica.... All with uplifted hands hailed the heav.
cnly ight”....Flinty tyranny inurned ber horrid head.  And
while the young patriots furrcund the altar of American free-
dom: they will pot forzet thar this gloress era was obtuined
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by the cruel fufferings, yea, by "¢ blood of our fathers.
They wili remember the crueltses of baneful perfecution. The
refolutions of our anceftors for confcientious liberty, were irre-
vocable as the mandates of Gonb.

THE territories of 2 German emperor were, at firit, their
choicn afylum. The cragged cliffs of the towering Alps, for
a while, fheltered them from the ftorms of perfecuticn. Their
unremitted ora:fons perforated the profundity of Harlem-meer.
Perfeverence is the pillar of the foul. The wealth of India,
could not diffluade the votanes of freedom. Intrepid valor,
conicious mtegrity, and chrithan humility chara&erized our
worthy anceftors. What tongue can fpeak the gratitude their
achievements demand ?

Isrruencep by fill more virtuous motives, they refolv-
ed to leave the Eaftern Continent, and feek a refidence unmo-
lefted by the bagborn*® vices of Europe, in the vncultivated f-r-
efts of America. Let the imagination of 2 VizciL be employ-
ed to paint the magnanimity, the fortitude, of thefe heroic ad-
venturers. With bended knees 2ud foppliant heart they pai-
fed the day, proleptical to their memorable exodus.

Hap I 2 voice of iron and langs of brafs, I fhould re-
cede from the tafk ee 1 had enumerated the hardfhips they
encountered. Under the imprecation of 2 tyranni-al adve-fa-
1y, amid the perils of a boifterous ocean, affured :kat * free-
dom is a dearer property than gold,” they bent their way to
the rock of Plymouth.

Here we muft paufe. The imagination becomes incrt.
The impulfive feelings of fenfibility fall in defpair. Where
fhall we find a parallel of valor and fortitude ? In vain, would
the zatetct fpirit of 2 pra&itioner, labor in etiology. Liftento

* Suaxesrian. + From the Greek word Zeteo, to enquire.




shie declarations of rea.on, explore the arcana of nature, and
vour minds would revert in coid cenfufion.

Wt behold our pious, our venerable forefathers, well-
aigh exhauiled with toil and hunger, landed in a2 howling wil-
dernefs, and furrounded by the micnight yells of vociferating
animals. ¢ Peftilence and difeaie kad thinned their ranks.”

Yet, to them, the umbrageous grove was far more pleafing
thana tyrant’s park.  Tis lderty alone that gives the flower

of fleeting life its lustre and perfume.” With this blefling of
Heaven they were happy. They grew....they flourifhed....
They arofe....they fbore ; for their light was come and the glory of
the Lozp bad rifen upon them.

could not rival them in ferenity, tracquillity, and internal peace.

Tue mind, levitical within itfelf, can better conceive of
the happy confequences of their pilgrimage, than the tongue
defcribe. Liberal indeed are thofe laws whofe bafis is equity.
They enablifhed a “ fyftem of civil policy, unfettered by the
arbitrary inflitutions of the old world.” Unity of fentiment
gave energy to their endeavsors. Towards their mother na-
tion they culuvated a fpint of affeion.... They rejoiced in her
piofpeiity. * Long and unremitting were their mutual labors
in the advancement of wealth and honor....Long did this har-
monicus intercourie continue, undifturbed by the encroach-
ments of arbitrary power, or the difcordant clamors of fedi-
tion.”” Their fenfations of ecclefiaftical oppreflion were well-
nigh. buried in oblivion. With eyes of filial affedtion they
vici eG their maternal ftate. ¢ They did not ere® to them-
f=1ves coloilal ftatutes upon the pedeitals of human bones, to
provoke and infult the tardy hand of heavenly retribution.”

Tueir fons were educated in the circles of humanity,
focial virtue, and patriotic principics, and were tanght to re-
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vere the rights of man. They formed a government mild in
its nature. Under the banners of love,

“ Along the cool [ecqueflered vale of Iife
« They kept the noifelefs tenor of their way.”

But muft the fcene be reverfed....Muft the mind be
firuck with the rapacity of 2 Moruer ! The unjuft oppreflion
of a colony reducesits cohefion, deftroys its allegiance, cramps
its profperity, and fullies its eclat.

«“ Narvxe will maintain her wonted courfe.” The
Sparroze, on fome lonely mountain’s top, will tell her mournful
tale. The unfledged Papileo, with golden pinions, flies the tye
rznt’s grafp. Can we behold the timidity of the Leveret, and
nct be moved with tender emotions ?. 4*isws fhoot from the
brinks of the river. The Oav! blinks at the radiance of the fun.
The Emmet rages, when her peaceful haunts are molefted.
What ear but would be difpleafed at the fhrieks of the djirg ?
What fufjce?, however pacific in his nature, would not refent
the unjuft taxation of kis country ? A Carto could, with his
own hLands. tear out his wvicer. , but an Am:»ican would not fub-
mit to the yoke of a Britifp tyrant. A Raxporru ora Suir-
LEY, couid projet a plan for taxing the colonies....but an Amer-
scan Fraxgrix could, for a while, repel the effert.

Grrar-Britaiy, crufhed by the diftrefles of a tedi-
cus war, thought fit, at this time, to fubjugate the provinces to a
Leinous taxation, to adminilter to Jer neceflities. This began
to deracinate the principles of liberty. A Birr for taxing
America, wrought by the hand of a GresvNviLLE, was brought
into the Houfe of Commons. Though Towxsexp, the para-
gon of tyrants, proved to be its powerful advocate, yet Barrs
frenuoully oppofed it, in enriching ftreams of oily rhetoric.
L'v the Stamp A&, the Colonifts were coerced to a degree ¢f
durelle, repugnant to the principles of equity.




T TR BRHR ¥ RTINS 5 SARIIORAL TR L 1 S BN

0o et s K R ORIRET e st it ot . LT B T s N

PR P Ve

e AN 5 P VR Bl N

PRy

[

Y

- —

)

Unuarey is that people, whofe rights are conftrai red vy
laws, clima&eric in their confequences. Though at on: time,
bells rang peals of joy, yet at amother, melancholy w=s the
flate of our country. The #2 a&, with many other »ariza-
mentary authorities, roufed them from reveries to full blown
feelings. <« Tired of vain expoftulations, the American cople
arofe, thook the manacles from off their hands, rent th: dark
veil of ancient days in twain, and the hot bolts of tricenc ven-
geance hurled. Though the heights of Bunker fmoke i with
blood, though the flames of Charleflown gleamed on thz face
of Heaven, yet their invincible fouls remamed firm ard un-
fhaken in the caufe of freedom.”*

KIS

SuouLp a chariot, “winged from the armory of Sod
have hovered over the important drama, and feen the trects

of Lexington, drenched in the biood of our fellow-countrvmen,

would he not have difcharged the vollies of his writh, 1o
firike with green-eyed death, the infernal villains!! T :e vil-
lains who perpetrated the deed ! ! Why does not pale -
pour down torrents of tears upon the ground, made hailowed
by the blood of WagrreN ? Why did not the facred m:rnzr ot
their departed fouls, appear, with wounds ftreaming in gore,
to affright the authors of this horrid murder! Why did not
the red right kand of intermitted vengeance ope her flores, and i< fir-
mament of hell [pout her catarads of fire,4 to hurl thefe ir:erz.?
monfters from earthly exiftence, and purge ¢ creation ¢i v
drofs > Why did not fome Tartarian prince call home ilc:e
fons of Moloch, ere they had convolved their inventionst : itrin

virtue of its charms, and rob innocence of purity inefi.bie

"The fufferings of our fellow cpuntrymen were beyond c:i:u-

i

tion. ¢ Language is too feeble, the voice of man too weui:.
to fpeak their hardfhips. |

THEIR maritime borders invaded with a numercus
fleet....their commercial towns plundered with unfeelin b -

* Mr. Moxsr’s orationy July 4th. -+ drzes.
B
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tzlsty....the peace of ileir matrons difturbed by the cold-l:cart-
ed wreiches....their ficlds laid wafte....and their happinefs def-
troycd by the unrelenting, mercenary havoc of an enemy.
The conflagration of Norfolk and Fulmouth, ¢ Swift as an ca-
gle cuts the air,” afcenided, to teftify in the courts of Heaven,

the unrighteous ads of Dussoge.

Svcn were the horrors of the WAR ! Thefe rehearfed,
not half are told. Hes= is a rotund miracle of {cencs,

—_

. % lis lowefl round bigh planted on the flics.”

IF there be any in this affembly, any veteran of feventy-
Jfive, to him I {peak. Great is your reward....Your honor,
your glory, fhall put on iacorruptibility....You fhould not fit
unentertained, if the convolutions and Reduplications of Roots
and Augments coald furnith the fpeaker with words to exprefs
his feelings. -

Yt venerable fiades of departed parrioTs ! Yours was
the happy lot to hear the Britifb Pluto, as if from the pale
fhades of ErEsus, 'éreﬁounce America FREE.

Reflored Euridyce ! ! Reffored Euridyce ! ! Then reechocd
along the banks of the Keznclec ! And the mountain tops {from
diftant mountaics hent the living joy. lmcrica was nc longer
controled by an % uropean monarch.

Ye mapens ! wave your handkerchiefs ; and ve viz-
GiNs, weep for joy ! Come with your * mild acclaims,” fhout
fougs of joy to Empyrean....indite your names upon the cold-
en iceptre of refined freedom. Let the fafcinating charms of
high-finiling liberty be imprefled upon your delicate memo-
vies,  Your Fuathers were its veadecs, by the fuciirice of their
blood. ILet the vadicality fue pairic be written upon the ta-
bles of your hearts svith 4 pen of ircuy and with the point of a ilii-
siond
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Turoucs all thefe fcenes Auerica was conduded, was
foftered, by the hand of WASHINGTON!1! ¢ Hearken,
for all nature fpeaks aloud :*’ A name, as immortal by its
achievements, as it is revered for its virtues. * His praife de-
ferves a better tongue than man’s.”

¢ His was the firff of fortuns’s gifis 1o clam,
¢ And bis the iri.mph of unbounded fame,

¢ Indulgent nature, emulovfly kind,

“ Gave to bis form, the graz:s cf the mind,
« [WLile bis bold flature tosvers fupr==ie bigh,
“ And Lke bis genius claims tle lificd eye,

« The kindly features, prace and trath impart,
« Calm as bis reafon, open as bis beart.”’

But death, who calls « daily for his millions at a meal,” bade
him home. Attendan: angels, in folemn obfequies, convoyed
him to his peaceful abodes.

€6 o eevecccancanas seee Heaver sf.°d <vide
“¢ Her ever during gotes eeeeeeeeeene.e..
“ On gold.n lLinges turning.”

to receive, amid the acclamations of furrcunding Saixts, the
applauded Hezo.

WorLpry celebrity muft burft the fhackles of parfimo-
ny, tuuft lavifh the laureaie gems of immortality, to beftow
upon his memory, praifes, adequate to his virtues. On Ai:.
breaft America leaned her head. Him for tlie cabinet, kind
nature formed weighty and judicious ; for the field, politic
and intrepid. To attempt to fpcak of all the excellencies of
this worthy cf our land, would be like blowing through 4
ftraw to aflit ZLolus in tempefting the fca.

By a political rotation, the fupreme executive office of
the nation remained to be filled, when an ####% #4& dnavas
#¥22%, But I forbear.




19

Ar this time, we are far from kindling the flame of dif-
cord, or putting fire to the fpirit of fution. On an occafion like
this, it would look like madnefs, to awake the fleeping appre-
henfions of a happy people. But the Hiatus muft be filled.

“ Earth trembled from her entrails as again

“ In pangs, and nature gave a fecond groan.”’

Bur, thofe days avere few, and full of trouble. Well may
we rejoice at this day. An American METELLUS, 2with an in-
segrity that [buddered at corruption, foon retrieved the affairs of
the nation. He has lightened the burden: of the people....
enlarged our territeries....diminifhed the public debt....and
heightened the dignity of our government. It would fhock
common fenfe to fee a people ungrateful, at a time when they
have “beauty for afbes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment
of praife, for the fpirit of heavinefs.”” When we fee the ftrength
of our country increafing, we cannot help yielding obedience
to its fupreme authority. Though the adminiftration of our
government be mil3, yet it is calculated to protect our nghts.

THE friends of Roman liberty now weep at the tomb
¢+ Avcustus. He was a monarch ; yet, “he indulged his
fabiedts in the pride of feeing the appearance of a Republic.”
Sn 1t .t Democratical government, where the fupreme power
is invelted in the executive, the hand that fways the lenctive
{ceptre, augments the fclicity of the nation.

THE profpe&@s of Anerica are flattering. Well may we
anticipate the happy period, when every branch of royalty fhall
be obliterated....when party fpirit fhall be done away....when
the diffolution of tyrannical oppreflion ihall commence with re-
doubled fury....when the heights of Co/umbia fhall be decked
with refined fplendor....wiien America thall be arrayed ia the
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beaurifal garments of unclouded glory, and epidemical philos
fhali overfbadow the globe. TEen will

€S erecconssccacacsananeansanans one mature feed
“ The «itc! flzme and [z :  the genial feeds.”

Youxc Rervsiicass ! You I addrefs.

“ Tuerzis a {pirit in man.” Happy for him, who puts
a value upon the gratuity ; unhappy for him, who efteems it
as nugatory. A defciency in the appropriation of its vatue,
1s 2 highviced deiinguency.

ArosTacy is the bane of all political happinefs. A\
ftri& attachment to the principies of truth, a firm adherance
to undeviating rectitude, will ever crown jwvenility with unfad-
ing laurels, and “flem the torrent” cf flander and abufe.
Aftive in the caufe of freedom, perievering in the protedlion of
our rights, will be cach of us who, this day, come forward to
touch and live. For us the earth drank our father’s blood....
facred and anpoliuted thzll it be by our protedtics.

We have a caufe for rejoicing. The afieGions of the
people have centered and recentered in the Republican guardian
of our liberties, the lover of our people. And though the
fhafts of malevolencs 8y thick around us, though the haggard
anathemas Afifantbropsn fall tuck upon us....though we be af-
failed by the rancorous zltiloquence of freretic demagoguss....
and the pb:alz of opprobium be vented upon our heads; yet,
let us affame the indefatigable refolutions to fhun the peft:-
lence of bilinzfgate, and enfarinc the b¢fis of reiiftance. Thus
fhall we foaurifh like bloficins at noon da:,

Withour a fpirit of arrogance, we may fuppofe, that

when youag “ SQUATTERS?” is applied, young REPUB-
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LICANS are meant. The term is appropriate to our feel-
mgs. : .

WE ever did, and we ever will, live under a free govern-
m*nf.

“ Well fooner part with life than let it go.”

We be FREE, or we Ahve aot. Do we fwear by Heaven?
YEA, BY GOD HIMSELF.
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Page feventh, fourth liue from the bottom, for fatutes,
read ftatues.
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