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A SERMON.,

PsapLny, 144, 15,
Happy is thet peoj le whese God is the Lord.

T]i( ";Mk(‘ the pious Psalmht from expencnce ang
from infa’ible .mpu.mon of God.

He had sce in regard to himselfy in bis family, in
cocicty, and in nations, virtte rewarded and vice © pun-
nhed, po rfectly cous:tent with the dectrine of the di-
vine existence, thg morad zournmwl of God, man's
dependernce vpon andaccountatiity tohis gre atf reator.

¢ had seen nations without the knowledge or wor-
ship of the true tiod, d:s!.unormg ghen,eel\ es by wick-

cdness, and thereby plunging into wretchedness and
misery, eating the fruit of their own douzgs, and reteis
ving the reward of their own hands,

He had seen in the nation over which he bad the
lovor to premde, vexation and calamity, as the 'consc.
que ncp, and in part, as the wages of :hmr national im-
picty 3 and again he had scen ‘them prosperous and
lmpp\, as the froitof repentance and reformagion, and
the acknowledgnieny of God theip Creator,

In the contest he reviews a train of nationalblessings
as the result of natiohal righteousnesr, and saysdlappy
is ti:at people that is in such a case, and furgher aqds,
Yea, happy is that people whose od is the Lord.

By this expresgjon le docs not mean that there is g
people on carth who are not in rmhty deendent upot%
and accountable to the eternal God.

He doces 1ot meanthat the wickedness of a nation,
be it ever so gieat, is calculated so to separate them
frcm Goly that in their wishes to cvade the foyce of bi i8
government,tie willin that ‘respect sanction their choice
and renounce his duthority over them, |

But so much is true, that nationsand mdmdua!s bhave
sentimentally 4ad practically, resortéd-to atheism, have
denied the existence, and of course, renouvnced the gov-
crnment of the Supreme Jehovah 3 have refused to
wozslip him as such, and have changed the glory of
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ine incorraptible God ints an image made iike corrapt-
ible iman, aud have bowed down to, afid worstipped the
teasts of the fields and fowls of heaven.

But in our text, the prophe: & pronouncing the ben-
vdiction on-a people whose God is the  Lord, evidemly
means a people who own and acknowledgze the true

rod, as their God and king, aad wito worship and  glo-
Yify him accordingly.

In refereree theretdre t0 this explanation, | ehqll, i
the first place shew when it may be waid that the Lo
12 the God of a particular peopie or 2 tion.—2d. | shall
‘bring into view some special displavs of hivine gooidness
towvard our nation, from which it will appear that our
‘obligation is ‘truly enbanced to emibrace the Lord as our
G L

When the Lord is the God of a people, &c.

1. When be enlightens them with divine truth, and
‘reveals unto themn the knowledge of his holy will,  He
‘hath not dealt so with every nation,

Under the Mosaic economy, the Jews were favorcd
‘with the lively oracles of God, 0.1 'the uccount of whic
they were distinguished from’ the benighted h(iathellhll
‘Gentiles, as the peculiar people of God.

Divine révelationisealled a vision ; and it is said
where no vision is the people perish.

Therefore the revelation of the divine will is a pe-
culiar expiession of divine goodness'to any who are fa-
vored with the enjoyment of it.

. It may be said that a nation hdth the Lord for
1‘mr God, when they own and worship himn as such,
‘and that to'the exclusion of all other gods.

Nothing can be more ridiculous than professed idola-
try ; and practical idotatry with a pretence to own and
worship the true God, is equally impious and absurd.

When other objects hold their empire in and receive
the supreme affections of our hearts, we certainly wor-
ship not the true God,however we may ptume ourselves
with external appearances, and our profcssions be ever
‘80 specious, and sanctimonious before men.  Reli-
.gion bas its origiu in the affections. Therefore by wor-



- -

4
‘shiping God can be meant nothing short of suprefrﬁ
love to him, This isthc sum and cssence of moral ob-
ligation. Every rcasonable consideration discovers the
iufinite propriety of th « uty.

'[he infinity and majc sty of Jehovah, his infinite pow-
er, \wisdom, and benevolence, his creating goodness and
Ppreserving mercy, all combine to enforcethis sentiment
as bemg peifeetly correct ; and not to be diepensed
with for thie ablest substitute a created intelligent can
produce,

3. The affirmative ofthie propesitionbefore vs,involves
the duty of faith in the Son of God, as mediator be-
tween God and mian, The truth of God is manifest
only 1hrough be Lord Jesus Christ.  The Jews have
rejeeted Lim, and ingo doing, they have rejected the
1.5rd as being their God ; and of course ‘hehas rejected
them, Fearfully fallen, and judiciously blinded, God
grant that the time may be hastened, when the veil
sha!l be taken from their hearts, and thenr reception, by
CGentile b tevers, Le a5 hife from the dead.

The whole plan of divine operation, inimporting good
to gnankad, is throueh the medium of the Son of God.
“When we deny him we make him a liar, and we put
every thing of importance in relation to ourselves at
the greatest hazard,

Finaliv, as we ‘are trancgressors against God, the
cuvjeet imvolves the necessity of repentance unto life, of
p:ayer and devotiom, of good will to men, of righteous-
ness, temperance and hiumility, of economny and  indus-
tv, of peace, order, and good agreement, of suitable re-
spuct to magistrate aythority, rendering honorto whom
honor, and fear to whom fear is due. And if there be
any other thing, it is happily comprehended in these
words—"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

\We shallnow proceed toconsid-r some ofthe distingu ish-
ing favorsof Divine Providence to our nation, which seem
tourge with irresistible cloquence in favor of our reeeiving
& cmbracingthe Lord as ourGod. In unfolding the his-
tory of our nation, we trace our forcfathers to Europe.
Born in an old corrupted world, where liberty for ages
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immemorial has been destined t> fall a sacrificc to law-
Jess power and unrclenting ambition ; where tyrants,
insatiable as the grave, not contented with externa! do-
minion and temporal supremacy, must assume domin-
son over the faith and consciences of men.

Amongst those European tyrannies, boasting of civil-
jzation and mublime religions, yet barbarous and corrupt
‘s the piratidal regencies on Barbary's famous ccaste,
thousands and millions met the terrors of tribunals and
inquisitions, were sacriticed on the altar of their faith,
‘& like the Angel upon Manoah’r rock,ascendcd to heaven
-in fiery chariotz, and 1o doubt amidst the applause of
-surrounding seraphs,

Our fathers, weiry with such destruction, and with
the corruptions and oppressions of the day, retired from
“the complicated scenes of distracted Europe, with a re-
fiance on God, gave themselves to the waves and sur-
‘ges of a rolling ocean, andthe winds of heaven by di-
‘vine direction, wafted them to these western climes.

But what could be more formidable tlran the ditlicul-
‘ties they had toencounter ? ‘Aun unexplored wilder-

~ness to subdus ; ‘and how often were their ears ealuted
with the midnight howl of terrible beastsof prey ? And
what must still have been more painful to "their ears,
“was, the war and death whoop of the [rightful savage,
"whose wants, revenge, and barbarous pride were their
“only law, which often operated in indiscrizninate mur-
‘der of the most horrid kind., "But God, who presides
~over the destinies of nations, \who poure. down manna
-from the clouds, and sent quails 1ike the sand to the cho-
“sen tribes in their petigrinations in the Arabian deserts,
‘and who dispersed the enemy before them, granted his
- gracious aid, support and protcction, to those rcligious
adventurers until their way was marked with prosperi-
“ty and like Israel of old, they shot forth from the rivers
to the veas.

2. Had [ time ty detailyot pcr‘laps the euhject would
- be stale and unonterhmmg, re'ative to the circumstan-

“ces wiich gave rise to the lat: revolution svhich - sep-
A2
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arated us from the goveinment of Great Britain. But
sutlice it to say, that minlsterial pride, disoluteness,
profiigacy and debauchery, which gave rise to a sort of
necessary royal oppression of these colonies, and a
brave, magnanimous resistance of their unwarrantable
measures, on our patt, were the cauge of it. Yet nev-
er was any thing more evident than the divine interpo-
sition in our presetvation and victory, Who but the
God of uncrring wisdom, whose ipfalible agency dic-
tates order and sympathy to nature, could bave con-
‘centrated the views of the then few scattered millions
and directed them to one single point, when their coun-
cils were muffied with magistrates of royal appoint-
ments,and they strugling with all their delegated pow-
er and chicanery in faver of their royal master ? and
who but that God who supports; the pillars of the uni-
verse and who has the hearts of gll men in his keeping,
could have inspired the sons of Columbia with courage
at such a time as this? ‘when Britain (whe had been
flushed with recent conquesis, and plumed with victo-
ries, whose name was the terror and dread of 'nations,
whose warlike gellantry and atchievements, nlmost
made the house of Bourbon to tremble) let loose her
royal indignation against these then imfant colonies.

How distressing and frightful the ocenc, when the
dreadful sound of war was thundeéred from the British
throne ! When a most baneful planet appeared rising
in the east, portending a tremendous storm of carnage,
blood and war. For so was the event,the decree went
forth, and our harbors were lined with their warlike
fleets, and our towns and cities were teeming with
their avmies in dread array.

For eight yesrs the tragic. sccpe contiitued. The
savage, whose ‘natural ‘and ertificial appearance is e-
nough to appal the stoutest heart, and whose cruelty
is scarcely €xceedled by. Britons themselves, &ere hiréd
by British gold to the fearful work of death ; and reg-
ular arniies, divided into different sections, were blazing
war throughout our abodes. ~Our property was captir
‘ ¢d on the seas, our brave men were falling in the field,
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and our cities, towns and wealth were tising toward
heaven in ashes, smoke and flames !

All thie our fathers saw, and they wept, yea they
fought, aud they called on lsrael’s God who flew fo
their relicf, and dashed in pieces the ¢xpectation of the
foe, and commissioned the winds of heaven to conduct
the residue of them far from our pleasant shores.

How ought we to acknowledge the divine i:and. He
breakc¢th the power ef the oppressor—he causeth wars
to cease, and giveth the battle to whomsoever he will.

3. Te give a history of the peculiar situation of our
country at the close of the war, would far exceed the
design of this short discourse. We can but just remark,
that we were destitute of a confederated system of go-
vernment, our public treasures were exhausted, *dis-

ontents, yalouses and complaints prevailed througbout
the land. New evils were daily arising, and in different
sections things wére rapidly maturing for civil wars. ,

Measures, however, were taken y the ‘wise and
good to remedy those evils as' fast asg posdble, ‘and after
rbuch care and-prudence, the states were “all brought
into one great confederated union, on the ground of odr
republican constitution, which guaramees the equal
rights and privilegés of the whole ; 6n 'the 'ground of
which, and under the best uvi!admunstrahon theworld
ever comamed our nation tas ansen,thrbugh the mei-’
¢y and protection of the Almighty, to its "présent stafe
of literature, civilization, éxtent, "wéesatth and fame.—
And God grant that our constitution mdy "rembin ‘ud.’
impaired tntil it shall be exchahged for the Wtimate
and evcrlasting economy of Jehovah above, 4nd - thit
the United States may remain one aud indivisible," un-
til the dissolution of national compact sHall be announ-
ced by the Archangel's awful trump,and the melody im-
ffroved on these festive occasions, thdll’ be exchinged
for the symphonies of Gabriel’s harp,

fu this our nativnal wunso'idation, and the regular
confines and movements of her wheelr, the divine a-
geucy is asapparcnt as it was in reeciy ing chaos to ok-



der, and in formiag and regulating the spheres of act-
jon through vast orbiguity.

4. Let us reflect for a moment on the abounding
goodness of the great Creator towards our nation, in
planting us in so goodly a land. '

The continent, a part of which we inhabit, is 10,000
iles in length and the greatest division of earth on the
globe, It ranges through all latitudes ~and climes, in

*this hemisphere, pature has wrought on ‘her largest
'scale. It is teeming with every thing rich, grand and
rragniﬁcent Witg lofty moemtains of amazing range,
‘with extensive rivers of unknown size, 1olling along
\Mth superior majesty, iwith spreading lakes like flow.
mg seas, with extensive phins, stately forests, mieas-
‘dring brooks and purling streams-—=

¢ W de as his vast dominion lies,
Make the Crestor’s name be known ;
‘Loud as his hundér shout his praise,
Aund sound it lofty as his throne.”

Furthermore, the greatest part of the country which
wve inhabit ig agreeably situated between the extremés
of heat and cold, ¢ with a soil luzuriant as the land of
Nile,and an atmosphere healthy as that which'surroun-
_‘ded the famed Helicon. The great Atlantic laveg_our
“eastern boaﬂl and- wafts to our shores the dainties la'e\'-
ery clime.” "Like the land of Canaan which 'was giv-
*en to the chosen tribes, so our land is a ‘large, a land
flowing with milk and honey. "And speaking of thisex-
tensive: contment on which the God of nature has pla-
"ced us, I can’t but congratulate my auditors on the Iate
revolution of S. America,%1 whichthe peoplehaveabjured
‘the gavernment ofancient Spain, & set up for independ-
‘ence. ‘This seems to presage the accomplishment of a

" prophetic remark by the Rev. Dr. Morse, as follows ;=
. % The (JOd of natire never intended, that some of
‘the best part cf his eatth should be mhabned by the
‘subjects of a monarch, four thovsand miles from them.
And may we not venture to predict, that when the
{ rights of mankind shall be more fully known, the .pov.
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¢r of European potentates will be confined to Eurcpe
and their present American dominjons become like the
United States,free, sovreign and independent empires.”
—Universul Geog. vol. 1. p. 630.

The ways of Providence are mysterious and drep —
No barbant) ever exceeded the:  which the Spaniardse
displayed in South America. They writhed the king
on a bed of embers,~—

« Here Guatimozin we “h'd in fames of fire,
. And slaughier’d millions round their Prince expire »

A number ofyears past the French krrg epent much
blood and treasure, in conquering the isignd of Corsica.
The object was effected ; and i learn that in the ¢vent
of suchi a cruel war the French ofticers were attracied
with the prormmng eppearance of a little boy who had
fallen under their observation, and consequently con-
ducted him into France and had him educated in the
military academy in Paris, Lntle did 1he ‘French mon-
arch apprehend, that by sending an army in Corsi cq,
it would be to open the way for the transmigration ¢l a
little anindal into the hedrt of his kingdom, that wou!d
cne day aid in overturning the family of Bourbon, and
seize upon the royal sceptre, But so was the everit.—
And he having grown ii.to his present conscquence, has
overturned the aficient monarchy of Spain, which socrp-
elly treated the S. Americans, and Ferdinand & his fami-
-Jy are now royal prisoners to Bonaparte. And the Span.
jsh Americans baing wpprised of this, have repounced
their former connomon wilh Ol Spain, and resolutcly
determined on mdegendﬂn"e Thus we sce how the
wisdom of this world is confoundcd, aiid how God o-
verrules the craftmess of men to b!‘"]ﬂ‘ abcut evitis en-
tirely contrary to their ‘calculdtions. Bat ,

8. The goodneqa of God i is maniﬁ.at to our nahon, i
giving us fivine revelation, and the administration of
the gospel of peace. These, with their plessed effects,
‘areinfinitely paramount to anyothers which canbe nawe.

Other innumerable favors may subserve our present
gnod, here below, but will end with this present life.—
‘But the gospel idfm'e can purify and eorich the hexr®y
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“nsure us the forgiveness of our sing, or disccver thod
they can be forgiven, give us joy and rational triumph
i death, and conduct to blessedness anud immertahity
bevond the grave.

. Why we are not profound idolaters, with our 30,000
‘deities, and as a pation ’ . uel gamesters, and gladiators,
and smokmg our first born on the altars to atone for
our sing, is not becaunse our natural reason i3 superior to
that of the sages of aicieni~Greece and Rome, but le-
cause the go ape! illuminatesour abodes. W ithoutitwe
must be heathen and destitute oi” know’edge of those -
portant affrirs which appertain to a world of unbodied
rpirds.  How ought we then to inprove it as ap un-
speakable gift,

6. The mercy of God is d-stmga:shmg toward us in
preservmg us from ‘the ‘destructive ravages of war,
which is 50 rapidly depopulating many of the nations of
the earth The two great be?hgerents of Europe have
“put every engine of d¥th in motjon.  Cities are invest-
.d with sharp shooters, and fall sacrifice to insatizble
‘and devouring armies, or like Copenhagen the great
and splendid metropoﬁs of Denmark are enwrap™ with
devouring flames. . The beautiful plains of Europe,once
tedened with the bloommg clover, and glittéring with
golden,grain, are glittering with all the implements ¢t
death, and redened with human blood. Tnstead of w
sing the waggon and cart to bear the precious fruits of
the earth to the barns and to the granery, they ‘are of
use only to'conduct away the fruits of batties to dismal
cavities, there to awajt the orders ‘of the last dread
'trump‘t Fruitful fields are turned iato grave-yards,
thousands and thousands, by mercifeds wir, in on day,
-are sent prematurely to the world of spintd, by, which
wives are made widows, and orphars are innlhphed.-—-
Empires ire swept from the stage, kingdoths ‘are blot-

. ied out, and struck from the Tist of €xistence, ‘abd tost
ia the general devasfatioh and convulsions of unrelent-
ing war. Indeed, almost all Europe is kindled into"oge

";eat blaze of war, whilst darkness, like a weary cloud,
Mppeirs to have spread itself over and rested upoh
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paen, “and scarce a gleam of light appears {n ljum.
naie them way, cxcept those lurid coruscations, wich
lour from the cannon’s mouth on the embattled  fleld.”

O then, favored C o.umbm, thrice happy land, highly

{avored of the Lord ; W ot such ave the d(-cmncs of o-
ther natons our laud s a Lot of peace and  plonty—
cach one may sit under his own vine and fig tree, t.nd
pone to molest or inahe him afreia.
- And wkiist the two great bile crents of Europe, like
two great gigantic powers of helly wee  gnashing their
1ron teeth, and are raging and foaining ut our enviable
gituation agd, like the Reveistion’s Drugon, casiing forth
their poiscnous flood, we live in a wortd by uur.wh e,
can revire fron them both, and let them spend the ur-
Yows of death amongst themsclves ; whilst ‘our natural
sccutity from their rage and madnes:, is, an occan of
3000 miles rolling | between.—A fow reﬂtctmns f—

1. How suitalle and right it isthat'a people should
own and worsmp the true God. "He :ules tiro’ infinite
space and is every where present : 1€ thick darkness
cawt veil us from his sight: he w.* s uver the world
in their silent slumbers and supports all beings @ he is g
God worthy to be adored let ali the nations fear him.

2. From a view of the d.vine favers towards us, we

may diseover our own ingratitude to God. ~ Ought not
a nation to seck unto the Lord, ffom whom they re-
ceive all their bencfits ? All tuose streams of divine
goodness which we cnjoy, ought to lead us to thank
tu!ness, humility and’ repentance. '
' 3. We learu how to perp-thate our natioral happi-
ness and indcpendence, by a regard to the’ honor of
God and his laws and commandmeuts.  Without this
we have Teason 1o fear that the Lord wil forune us.

4. If there be d God of mora! justice, nutional vices
must meet with nat‘onal_)udgment“ And are we wmot
guilty w a great degree of departiug froin and forget-
ting the Lord our Creator. How sught we to reverunce
his name, his werd, s mbbaths, ordinances and institu-
tions, and to lead peaceable lives under sach an excel-
leut government as the Lord has favored us with. And
Wwe ought nut wickealy to murmur at our rulersbc cause
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they can't counteraet the dispensations of divine provi~
dence (which for wise ends may check our prosper ity§
as the children of lsrael did at Moses in a similar case,
which was explained by God as murmurs against bim-
self. ' But we ought to serve the Lord ; fer, says the
prophet, the nation and kingdom that will not serve
thee shall perish, vea, those nations shall be utterly
wasted ; and lct ourwealth& powerbeeverso great, &
thiough we should entrench ourselves within wallsof gran-
ite,yet all would not secure usifthe Lordshould determine
to enter intojudgement with us in hissore displeasure,as
he did with Jerichbo, Babylon,&tbe peop}e of Jerusalem.
' 6. Let no impiety, or improper conduct, dlsgrat:e the
business of theday. The event which you this day
commemorate is truly wortby the ‘attention of this nu-
‘merous assembly, and of all thé good cmzensthrougbout
our wide domains. The mdependence of our enipire is
‘an event in which allought t- feel a common interest,&
the importance of it ought 10 be transmitted from gen-
miation to generation.” But in all our exuitations we
};}ught to be bounded by reason and the feaé of the Lord.

The civility, temperance, order #ad regularity which
have so far been characteristie of this audience, seemto
presage a bappy conclusion of thé ceremonies of the day,
and a seasonable’ & honorable retirement from’ thé pldce.

Finally, as the grcat affairs of the nation are shortly
to be conducted by you who are young, may your at-
tainments and conduct be such as' shall render the
prospect agreeable. Let good manners, pure mora!s,
aud a suitable deference to the aged and to superiors in
general be your constant attendants, ' Be temperate in
all things ; and may the deadly bane of mﬁdehty be
banished from your hearts, ang irrpie ty “and n~rehg|ou
from all your circles. AY you grow iff years, may you
grow in the knowledge and fove of your ‘country. Pre:
fer your own agency in the affairs of state, in your
turn to manage, rather than to trust your, interest and
privileges in the hands of a foreign or domestic despot,
though his service of your cause should be volunteered.
Be virtuous and you will be respected—be pxous and
your souls will be savéd, AMEN,



