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RESOLVED, by the Commrnn of Aauncmzm,

THAT, Meﬁ'rs, PLINY Apams and THOMM “
- Tobp, be a Committee to -wait on the Hon, Cuaux,

cy Lancoon, Efg. with thanks for his fervices
this day, and affure hxm, that the commtttec fpeak
their own fentiments, when they inform him, that
the ‘general pleafure and fatisfaftion of his hearers,
- have induced them refpetifully to requelt-a copy of

his OraTtion for publication, B
JONAS SAFEORD, Clerk,

Pouwnnv, ]uly & 1804.

. . | -—-0#0&--
T0 THE COMMITTEE OF AMANGEMENT

GENTLEMEN,

THE aﬂ'urance of your fatisfa@ion and that of theg

hearers, with my performance, is truly pleafing.

When I received your requeft on my return home
on the 2d of July inft. I fhould not have complied -
with it, for the want of time ; had I not been com-
pelled, out of regard to your peculiar ﬁtuﬂtiohg nnf |

the patriotic and independent feelings of your minds

and your conciliatory condu&t, as communicated to

me. In complying with your refps&ful requeft of
a copy for publication, 1 am fenfible that I fhall ex-
pofe myfelf to criticifm, and the cenfure of party fpi-

i i e i et

rit; but upon further confideration, I have confent.
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“edto g:vc you a copy thb fome fma’ﬂ addmom,
‘which were omitted on account of length and {fome

Imall corretion without alering the fenfe: snd if it
~will afford any fatisfaftion to the candid reader and
* {friends of a free and virtuous government, it will be
~ an ample compenfation to the public’s humble ferv't,

CHAUNCY LANGDON.
CastizroN, Fuly 10, 1804,
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| MEN AND BRETHREN.

HEA& m,far your., mﬁ, lnd be
candid that you may hear, Ccnfure me with wifdom |
and prudence; ¢ but mken your fenfes, that you ¥
‘¢ may the better judge.* Regardtbcmll, the valor, - 2
the treafures and united wifdom of- our f«h‘m that
they may prove a lafting blefing to lll. lull M
of great priss to thc h&eﬁ gewum.

I smarL not addrcfs you in the muﬁcof
- in the artifice of connc&non, or in the well u{f,‘ n

flowers of rhetoric: butin a few plein ang
obfcrvattons, which, I hope, may deepl? 1 )
your minds by then' own werght. S

B A p SC R -
Tohd ) e o : ’
- T - 3 [ H 4 .
R Y S L SO S

. 1 smu.t. not come to you in the ﬁmpeﬂng blandifh-
ments of a courtier, o in %cnngmg Ic”urzjj of

a2 MAN or THE rrorir, falfely fo called; butinihe
plain garb of that Republidnifin, which has borne

the teft of ages; and in the native drefs of oae“wbo .
‘ dwclls in his own country.” e
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- Wig-lrpry hmmet, not to cele’brate the fuccefs of
w’ mcg( party aver andtber, .nor the acquifition
- “ lea, :ﬂ‘”’“‘f J‘e ‘but to commerporatg the birth
v&fﬂnailoﬂ A mation of . rrzzuEN, who live in a
""f.coumry. where ngn’t\ dehghts to dwcll ! Then let

usall unjte v thh bicart and hand to celebrate the im-
»i;ﬁ_pnrtant evem : and render thanks to 1M, who. fvﬁays'
| :ﬁe fcept;e of univerfal nature, and impore his protec-

nt

o, A ihe tontinuance cf all our mlm and hber-

ious 1% soﬁwmwﬁghomd%»
S love ﬁuheny interwoven in the ligaments of their
* bearts, ‘were unpel!cd 10 Lifs-up their hands to the

Svnxux Ruirs of beaven and earth, and declare
,,Anwlﬁﬂﬂmnns TNDENT NATION | Ap-
Esling 0. ,Smm}mzoftbeﬂoﬂdfortbe_
dmr intentions,™ they firmly relied up-

4l the pos f' ion of divine provxdence for the fuccefs

teous caufe. Amid the convulfions of na.

»’mfe berfelf-—conﬂagrated towns and facked villages

~farrrunded by widowed matrons, bloommg vir-

) gms, and orphaned children, fleeing from paft a \

~ fluence into exile—and® amidft all the miferies ‘'of

- moft cruel and unnaturdl war, they dared to b fm

| ——Though naked, feeble, and deftitute of every im-’
plement of warfare' yet they were clad in the velt-

T
Bl .gs:é f;,g Tal
. H ‘
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ments of Lissrry, and armed with the ey
mzxnou! Few in number, yet guarded: m
~ thield of faith in a juft and glorious éauft ! The

fcattered over an extenfive courity ; 'yt if“fcérdi.g
ally united and mutually pledged their lives, their for.
tines, their horior, and &l that is dear to mag to fup-r -
port. that declaration femA declévation, ‘ﬂmb '
tonithed Europes and in the iffue madg Oymmy
tremble !—A declaration which plucke?

Brisain thebrighieft mhwmwmﬁmm
| imperial, and tyunme'tBMe to.its centre - Thry
feas ofbh»d, {hmmndedby h& tﬂ& Sefifnifion,

 our ﬁeedm apd dtknw msy,m
o ﬁnew of th«m of Lihny o S Y

= Tax tmbcr ﬁu‘ot her ﬁc&g tlull i-‘ﬁbd “

 bad not boes, the Load was on otit fide, ‘wh L

* men rofe wp. againft Gy, then they had fwallowsd'f*

- ¢ quick ;"—Yea } 4 the. proud waters Mgéhi o«

- “our fouls.” But praifed % be the Loxs, we hm o B

| efcaped as a bml out of dleﬁmtséfﬁa "\ o
Tbe fnnre is btohn md we are efctped.” = ”, =

. f Tnz ﬁnger of God pomted out to us tbe immor. |
- tal Wasuineron to lead the embattled frife f-—WG
rol'e—-wc fought—-we bled-—and we conquered ’

Yes, my friends, on this twenty-exghth o




of American Independence, we enjoy the fweets of L1
in'", with peace and PLENTY in her train,

( Yonpix fields of battle, once moiftened with the
precious blood of heroic and virtuous freemen, are
now prefled with the plow fhare, and_ annually yield
$heer emereafe.  Stern want ftalks not in our fireets !
--No favage yells affright us !——No relentlefs foes
ﬂgtrocnd our dwellings or annoy our refl.—All may

enjoy peace and plenty under a government of mild:
~and equal laws} Oh happy people, thrice happy

people! if we know our own good, before ¢ it is
‘ hidden from our eyes!” ~, . .

°* o e o
#a e ﬂ uuwm- IR I I

Houcn peace has been © within our walls, and
£ l;rofpenty wnthm our. palaces *—Though many
“-Li--};- ve fought to do us good ;—yet remember that the

ﬁamp of cbange is placed on all things below the fun.
¢ GOD alouie is unchangcable [—=With n1M there is

% no variablenefs or fhadow of turning I"’—Every
- page of hiftory the great mirror of the world, in
whxch we can viewshe fate of men and nanons)evm- |

ces this truth, and nature conﬁrmsqtc_&ﬂf The:
| qagmﬁcent works of art and man’s inventions (o per-

petuate their fame or greatncfs, walte away by ever-
- changing time : and the face of nature herfelf =nnual-
ly varies her appearances, and affumes new fhapes -
lnd features, Thc corporeal part of man is conftant-
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ly changing, through the various periods oflife; and
the mind is aftive or progreflive from one thing to
another. With the great mafs of mankind nothing is
fixed or permanent. rl'hcnr opinions and profeflions
are fleeting as the ymd and men change and veer as
occafion and their own? private and ambitious views
reqqucn are cried up and down, as great patri-
otsy according to the particular interefts and ambitious
views of leading demagogues.*® ,Libortyg freedom and"
political virtue, in pralice, is one thing to-day, and
another to.morrow. Tyranmy, ariftocracy, oppre(-
fion or political intolerance are only feen, or pretegd—'
ed to be feen, and announced in opponents. Wi,
and we alone have no ambitious views ; and our on-

ly objetts are the good of the people and the fec N
their rights, is the language of party and of vain and

ambltxous: men.

~ « Not one looks backward onward still he goes,
¢ Yet ne'er looks forward further than hu nose.”

Many fanoy that they now live in a golden nge :

But remember, ¢ the gold may bec?sme dnm, and thc
 moft fine corp changed » ,

Tue ’beﬁ governments have tumk!ed into ruin: and

“* This position might be exemplified from numberless
snstances tn ancient and modern history. It is sufficient to

name only two recent ones——viz. AARON Buu and THoM-
A$s M‘KEanw,

B
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the freeft and'moft enlightened Republics have become
,tyrannies.}@ e e e e e e e e e e
+ « « % . Where is the rich and magnanimous
Commonwealth of Rome% nik the cradle of heroes,
and the depofit of public viftue and true patriotifm ?
—Where is the valiant and heroic Republic of Carth-
- age P—Where are the free and enlighrx;en‘tes of
" Greece, once the feat of LIBERTY, FREEDOM and sci-
ENCeE? . . . ., . . . Theyhavelong fince

tumbled into promifcuous ruin, by their own corrup-
tions, ﬂattcﬁes, party {pirit, {lander, detrattions and
envy. Parties trod on the heels Qf parties ; deftroy-
ing one another, by themfelves deftroyed :—oblitera-
ting every virtuous and patriotic att ; flattering and
'G’éwmg thie people ; themfelves deceived by the ac-
* tors behind the fcene : until all religion and political
~ Virtue, in the rulers and in the majority of the people,
~ were done away : and an impartial execution of the.
laws was fet at defiance; and foon, very foon, the
~ fword of tyranny pierced between the joints and the
‘marrow of the body politic, and proftrated it in the

duft of defpotifm. !

CrisAB, having become popular by his many and
{plendid vittories, and his courteous attention to the
people, aimed at the {overcign power of Rome.—
- While he wept, when the poor man cried, he was pre-

paring materials to enllave the people. While he
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thrice refufed a kingly crown, he was forging out
chains to faft bind Roman liberty, and fhackle public
~ virtue, While on Pharfalia’s plains he was denoun.
cing and fighting PompEy, as a dangerous and ambi-
tious man, and hoftile to the rights and liberties of the -
commonwealth, he was foftly winding the chains, he
had prepared, around the cringing necks of thetoo
credulous Romans, While he was decrying the rigid
virtue, and pure patriotifm of Caro, as tending
ritocracy and monarchy ; and as dangerous to thé
equal rights and liberties of the people, he was clo-
fing the doors of the TemrLE of FrEEDOM :-——And
while he was clofely prefling him pent up in Attica,
fave their liberties, and the glory of the - .
rom his tyranic graip ; Crasar was 7
‘ ﬁmg feal on the porTAL :=—which
made the ma,gnammous HERO Cry out, in the Jam M
8 guageﬂf ApbpisoN, that

!
“ When vice prevails and wicked men bear sway,

“ A post of honour, is a anate station |” j

-n"'-«-w‘

L“:V f‘

""And in the end, made him refufe w‘preferve a hfe
too virtuous and patriotic to furvive the lofs of pub-
lic and private virtys, and of the glory and freedom -
of Rome !

Waere are the modT1 Republics of Venice, Ge:
noa, Switzerland, Gene¥a and Holland ? They are

now the vaflals of a foreign power, and groaning un.
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der the zron yoke of the Republic of France, with the
only confolation of having the terms, LiserTYy and

EQUALITY, ftamped on eachend! In vain did the noble
vouths of Switzerland, as the true defcendants of
Wirriam TELL, under the walls of Bern,like the band
of Leon1ibas, fight to preferve their ancients liberties
and independence from the rapine of thge French

government, and gulph of their tyranny. ;

| ﬁ\ HERE i§ the boafted Liberty and qu;aliiy of the
¥ French Republic ? If they ever exifted in France,they
~ have lbngl_.ﬁ'nce fled that ill-fated country, to elude
., the tyrannic grafp of a foreign ufurper. |

" Fromthe tragic death of the huma.qm'xs to th,
prefent day, party {pirit has contin 4 b rage with
pnrelenting fury ; and, as the befom of .deﬁru&ion,

- ias {wept all before 1t/ PeTioN, Brissor, CARNIER,
CONDORCET, BARRAs; Marat, RoBespierrE and oth-

« er ruthle(s demagogues, under the fafcinatﬁijd:g‘ charms,

~ and colour of freedom, in thick fucceflion feized the
kelm of government, frpm which they were hurled
into the giddy vortex of a fancied Liberty and Equal-
sty | Millions of every age, demomination and fex ;
yéa ; helplefs and unborn infants fell a prey to their

. relentlefs rage and tyrannies, Deftrution was in
their ways ; and defolation marked their fteps !* They

* PREDHOME, a zealous jacobin, in his publivation of
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changed the temples of the living Gop, into {cenes of
debauchery and all manner of wickednefs :—and even
attempted to change virtue itfelf ;—to eradicate every
moral fentiment from the human breaft, and to ex-
tirpate all religious obligation from the face of the

earth.—They even affailed the throne of the Delty
lnmfelf and would

¢ Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod, f
« Rejudge his justice and be God of Gop.” / N

revolution from June 1189, to October 1’795, amounted 0 Q
2,029,606 : that 1265 women and children were thrownin-
2o the sea at Toulon : and were called REPUBLICAN BAP-
TISMs : that 900,000 perished at La Vendee; 15000 of whom
were women and 22,000 children : that 32,000were adjudg- 1
ed to death at Nantz by CARNIER ; among whom 500 chile
dren were shot, and 1500 drowned ; 264 women were shot
fo déath and 500 were drowned—and that 124,000, wlntes_ |
" and 60,000 blacks were destroyed at St. Domingo. Thia T
unparraileled destruction of the human race, was within thil
territories, under what they called the civil administration .
their government. ~While these bloody rassacres took plat‘c
in France, her armics were whitening the plains of Europe
and Africa with the bones of the innocent, and driving over
heaps of slain, were laying waste the fairest part of the globe,
and bowing tne necks of nations, happy in their government,

to the gallic yoke; and vainly deemed these victories, the

triumph of Republicanism, and called the purchase
cheap | !'!
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AL thefe things were done under the names of
Liberty and Equality ! ! !——¢¢ Tell it not in Gath,
¢ publifh it not in the ftreets of Afkelon !—~left” mon-
archy ¢ triumph, and the daughter of” defpotifm
¢ be glad !”’

Tue people of France were opprefled by the ty-
ranpies of the adminiftrators of their government, un-
til Hgr millions wegg made willing, with raifed hands
and clemorous tongues, to welcome BownarparTe with
his vi€torious legions, within the gates of Paris, and
declare him Conful for life, with a right to ditate all
laws, and name his fucceflor. Thus the great mafs
of the people rejoiced to exchange the Tygers of
France for the Lion of Corﬁca, to rule over them
wit defpouc fway e e e e e .

lﬂjﬂ my countrymen ! becaufe tyrannies have been
1 prattifed in a Republican form of government: and

«. the cloak of Liberty and Equality, has been pro{’u-

~ tuted for a covering; defpife not the garments I—

»they are robes which become virtuous rreEMEN : but

" can never be long worn by demagogues or tyrants,:

- when the people are virtvous, and well informed. \; u.)

LY

LiserTy and Equality have beenufed as sz/'cmatmg' ':'
charms to bewilder the unﬁry, and ignorant :—but
well defined, underftood and prattifed, are the bafis
of every free republic, and virtue the prefervative,
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Civiv Liberty is oppofite to licentioufnefs, It ex-
ifts in its greateft perfetion, where the people are un-
der a government of their own choice, and they con-
form to the laws enafted by themfelves or their repre-
fentatives, for the good of community. True liberty
makes the people {ubjefts, not of men, but of the
laws. If we, therefore, would enjoy liberty, we muft
do only what the laws permit. It forbids the prafice
or indulgence of any thing that is injurious to our
fellow-men. We may aft according to our own
choice, and purfue thofe meafur;s which are condu-
cive to our own interefts and happinefs ; but muft
aft within the limits of the laws, and diftributive juf-
tice. We muft fo ufe our own, as not to injure
another, -Freedom of fpeech within the limits of
good and wholefome laws is a great privilege, and is ‘
conduciveto public good and private happinefs : but
a licentious ufe of that Freedom, is a curfe to any
nation, andis as the peflilence which walketh in dark-
nefs to juft information, and all focial and domeftic
happinefs. Itis like a free ufe of mercury in the
hands of a quack ; and will eventually prove as de- -
ftruttive to the body politic. ¢ So long as the peo-
‘¢ ple are under the reftraint of juft and-equal laws,
¢ they enjoy true rrREEpoM.” When the paffions of
men are under no other reftraint than reafon ;* and

* One of the doctrines of modern philosophy, or the new
school, 15 that every other restraint, than natural reason,

!
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the laws are violated with impunity, all real Freedom
 is loft, the reign ofjuftice is over, party rage fucceeds,
LIBERTY changes into libertinifm, tyranny triumphs
and public virtue flees away,

In every free government, the principles of equali-
ty confift in an equality of rights ; but net in an equal

liberty, in every individual, to exercife the fame
‘rights :—And thofe rights protefled and fecured to
| every one by a ftri€t obfervance and an impartial ad-
miniftration of the laws. And that thole rights, thus
‘protetted and fecured, be fuch, as that the way to hon-
or and preferment may be equally open to every in-
dividual in fociety—and where real merit, informa-
tion and capacity are the only dlﬁméhons. LiBerTY
and EQUALITY, thus defined and praéhfed will perpe-
tuate our government and FRLEDOM, and enfure us

- lafting bleflings.

To obtain LiszrTY and INDEPENDENCE, We had to
conquer a mighty hoft : but to preferve them pure
and uncontaminated, we muft do more—we muft
continually conquer ourfelves. We muft ftand in
awe of our own prejudices and corruptions. We

1§ an infringement upon the freedom and liberty of man :
and thercfore created Reason a goddess, as the presiding

principle or only rule of civil conduct in ever Y wndividual in
socicty.
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muft guard againft flattery, envy, falfehood, party
{pirit and detrattion. We muft watch the altions,
and not hear the profeflions of the zealous and felf-
~ fliled patriot : for “ by their works ye fhall know

¢ them, Men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor
¢ figs of thiftles.”

¢ Tuere is,” faid the patriotic orator, Carus Ma-
R1Us, to the Romans, ¢ a material difference in the
“ pehaviour of thofe who offer them{elves as Candi-
¢ dates for places of power and truft, before and af-
“ ter obtaining them. They [olicit them in one way,
¢ and execute them in another. They fet out with

¢ a great appearance of aélivity, humility and mode-

¢ ration : and they foon fall into {loth, pride avarice
¢ and oppreflion.”

A suort time before the Athenian Republic lo& o
her liberties and was deftroyed by party rage and fac-
tions, the great and eloquent DemosTHENES faid to

the people—¢¢ That when he compared the {peeches
¢¢ of fome amongft them, with their attions, he was

¢ at a lofs how to reconcile what he faw, and what he
¢ heard. Their proteftations,” fays he, ¢ are full of
¢ zeal for the public good, but their meafures are fo in-

“ confiftent, that all their profeffions become fufpe@t-
14 ed »

MoraL and political virtue and real patriotifm, are
C
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modeft in their profeffions and appearances. This is
moft beautifully exemplified in the parable of JoTnam,*
reprefenting the trees as going forth to anoint a king
over them. The olive, the fig-tree and the vine mo-
deftly excufed themfelves from leaving the fweets and
Satnefs of their own native virtues and excellencies,
and go to be promoted over the trees, and reign over
their brethren. The bramble, the vileft of all trees,
- watching his opportunity, and ambitious of promo-
tton over his brethren, hid his thorny trunck and limbs
with a fair covering of leaves, ftood and faid to all
the trees, come and in truth anoint me king over you ;
and kindly invited them, faying, ¢ come and put your
¢ truft in my fhadow :” and no fooner was the appli-
cation made, than the bramble accepted the offer—
but foon fire came out of the bramble, and devoured the

cedars of Lebanon !

Vain ambition and corrupt defigns require the
firongeft and moft zealous profeffions of patriotifm,
to hide their deformity from the public eye. Truth
and virtue want no covering. They appear moft
lovely in their nativedrefs. They fhun not the light;
they fulpett no evil ; they feek that which is good.—
~ Happy is that nation,te which true virtue reveals her-
felf in all her native beauty ! Can they fee her, and
not love her >—Can they love her and not be happy ?

* Sec Judges, Chapter 1x,
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And can they be happy without rrReepoM ?—And can
they be rree without vIRTUE in the rulers and in the
people ? Reafon diftates that when the people are
corrupt, they will choofe corrupt rulers, who will fol-
low their own devices, and gratify their own vicious
inclinations. They engender vice until the whole bo-
dy politic becomes corrupt and diffolution enfues.

When the 'Tpeople become corrupt, the Lorbp of
hofts has alfo faid ¢ that he will take away the mighty
¢ man, and the man of war, the judge and the pro-

phet, the prudem and the ancient, the honorable man
and the counfellor,” &c. ¢ And will give children

“ to be their princes, and babes fhall rule over them,
“ And the people fhall be opprefled, every one by

¢¢ another, and every one by his neighbor : the child
¢ {hall behave himfelf proudly againft the ancient,
¢t and the bafe againft the honorable.”

Frucarrty and indultry are effential to virtue,
They aseTo effential to the happinefs of the world,
that they are refpefted in every man, from the higheft
potentate to the beggar on the dunghill. Without
induftry and frugality few virtues can long exift.—
¢ They may be called the daughters of prudence, the
¢ fifters of temperance, and the parents of liberty.”
Extravagance and floth will enfure poverty :—pover-
ty will enforce dependance :—dependance will invite
corruption—and corruption will deftroy all rrReEDOM




20

and riserTv. Dependance will produce a paffive
compliance with the wickednefs of others : and there
are few, few indeed! who do not learn to pra&ice

thofe crimes and vices which they daily fee and ceafe
to cenfure.

Wik a nation is virtuous, they will generally be
well informed ; and when rightly informed, they will
- judge corrc&ly, and pur{’uc thexr own happmefs.

FratTERY is dangerous to right information : and
whoever poflefles power is expofed to its direful ef-
fefts. Flattery will infinuate itfelf like 2 ferpent a-
 mong flowers, ¢ It is better, faid AN‘TIS,THIVNES,\ to
* ¢ fall among crows than flatterers ; for thofe only de-
¢¢ vour the dead, thefe the living.” Alas ! to what are
men poflefling power expoféd ! Even the wifeft are
frequently abufed by the flatteries of the defigning.—
People are often deceived becaufe they do not repulfe
flattery ; and love and refpett thofe who tell them
~the truth.  Flatter not, nor be flattered. Search af-

ter truth by the diGtates of unbiafled reafon, and you
are {afe.

ArtruLr and defigning men will ever flatter the
people, when power and authority are derived from
~ them ; and when they have obtained the heighth of
their ambition, they will turn their backs, and look
down and {corn the bafe degrees by which they af-
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cended.* Good men will retire, and wait until they
are fought after and promoted. The great Cinciw-

natus folicited no office, but followed his plough and
induftrioufly purfued his domeftic concerns until he
was aftually chofen di€tator of Rome, and the com-
mand given him. But AssaLom ¢ rofe up early and
“ ftood befide the way of the gate,” with allthe pagean-
try of a monarch, to engage the attention of every
one as he paffed by. And as every one pafled by,
to go  to the king for judgment,” he called unto him,
and enquired of his welfare ; and appeared to intereft
- himfelf in his concerns : And then began ta complain
of the government ; and ¢¢ charged him to {ee if his
¢ matters were good and right fince no man is deputed
¢ of the king to hear thee.” He then artfully fays to
him—¢ Oh that I were made judge in the land, that
¢¢ every man which hath any fuit or caufe might come
“ unto M, and J would do him juftice.” And as

% This trait of the human character is beautifuﬂy de-
scribed in the following lines of SHAKESPEARE, tn Ais Julius
Cesar. |

................... veeneeneens’® *TUs @ common proof,

¢ That lowliness 1s young ambition’s ladder,

“ Whercto the climber upwards turns his face :
““ And when he once attains the utmost round,

“ He then unto the ladder turns his back,

¢ Looks in the clouds, scorning the base degrees

““ By which he did ascend.”




22

the unwary ¢ man came nigh to him to do him obei-

¢ fance,” he being the king’s fon, ¢ fe put forth his

hand, and took him and kiffed him 1” And what was

the refult ? Holy writ informs us, that ¢ fo Apsarom

Stole away the hearts of the men of Ifrael.”—A viler

and more atrocious theft could not be committed a-

mong men !* After procefs of time, under pretence of
performing the religious obligation he was under, he
went to Hebron, ¢ fent fpies through all the tribes of
Ifrael,” and proclaimed Atmfelf king; and thus drove
his father,  a man after Gop’s own heart,” from his
throne ; and polluted the fceptre of wifdom with his
facrilegious hands!

Farr governments have often been fapped to their
foundations by envy, {lander and party fpirit. Their

* Stealing of men's hearts was well understood by na-
ture’s poet.

« Qbserve his courtship to the common people :

¢ How he did seem to dive into their hearts

“« With humble and familiar courtesy :

¢ What reverence he did throw away on slaves ;

““ Wooing poor craftsmen with the craft of smiles,

““ And patient underbearing of his fortune,

“ As’twere to banish their effects with him,

4 Off goes his bonnet to an oyster-wench :

¢ A brace of draymen, bid, God speed him well !

“ And had the tribute of his supple &nee ;

“ With thanks, my countrymen, 1my loving friends. -
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baneful effefts have been feen and felt by the good
and virtuous in all ages. Envy ever fixes itfelf on
merit ; and, like a fore eye, is offended with every
thing that is bright, and will ever call in the aid of
~{lander to tarnifh the luftre. AristipEs, who, for his
unexampled integrity, was firnamed the jusr, fell be-
neath the envenomed fhafts. By the envy and flan-
der of vile demagogues, that great man was banifhed,
by thofe who could not write his name, from the Athe-
nian Republic, which he had enriched by his fuperior
wifdom, virtues and talents, and often faved by his va-
lour—and for no other caufe, than that envy could not
bear to hear him called ¢ taE just.”* Though he

poflefled the public treafury, yet he died poor, and his
children were unable to bury him,

SocrRATES, the glory of Athens and of the world,
and numberlefs others, have alfo fallen viftims to en-
vy and flander. |

*

* When ARISTIDES was on trial by ostracism, an Athe-
nian who did not know him, and could not write, came and
asked ARISTIDES fo write on his shell : ARIsTIDEs asked
~ what he should writc 2 The man answered, ¢ ARISTIDEs.”
He then asked what he had against ArisTIDES ? The 1g-
norant man answered, * He had nothing; only he could
not any longer bear to hear him called THE jusT.” ARrIs-
TIDES wrote his own name on the shell, and was banished his
nalive country for hisvirtue and integrity !
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Says the prince of poets,

My heart laments that virtue cannot live

~ QOut of the teeth of emulation.
No might nor greatness in mortality
‘Can censure ’scape : back-wounding calumny
The whitest virtue strikes. What king so strong
Can tie the gall up in the slanderous tongue ?

ouooooi.‘ocl.oooooco!toooooooQ’Tis Slander,
Whose edge is sharper than a sword, whose tongue

QOut venoms all the worms of Nile : whose breath
Rides on the posting winds, and doth belie
All corners of the world ; kings, queens and states,

‘Maids, matrons—nay, ‘the secrets of the grave
‘This viperous slander enters.

~In America, have not the greateft talents, and moft
exalted virtues, which ever adorned human nature,
- felt the envenomed fhafts, from the hireling tongues
of foreign {fycophants and reftlefs demagogues! Let
the grey hairs of RETIRING WORTH bear witnefs ! Let
the war-worn foldier teftify ! And let the entombed
afhes of the raTuer of his country declare! . . .
e e « o « « & o o« « « o Alas! uElies
low in the duft, beneath the cold clods of the valiey !

and envy and flander would refufe him 2 monument of

"n1s wortH ! But his virtues and fame are exalted a-
bove the reach of envy itfelf,

PARTY sPIRIT In governments, towns or families is
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an inexhauftible fource of evil. It isa gangrene which
often rages fo as to produce a total diffolution, un-
lefs prevented by a timely amputation of the part af-
fe@ted. Itembitters every enjoyment of life ; and by
its peftilential breath blafts all focial and domeftic hap-
pinefs. It paralifes every virtuous aét of govern-
‘ment, and {weeps away all confidence in the conftitu-
ted authorities. It deftroys all integrity, and drives
every public and private virtue into exile. Do we
not fee—do we not feel its direful effetts ? -

On, my Countrymen ! How muft our cheeks be
covered with crimfon blufhes, if our renowned HerO
and statesmaN fhould return from the manfion of

the dead, to fee our improvement of thofe leflons of
moral and political wifdom which he left us as a dying
legacy ?—Hear his warning voice againft party fpirit.
¢¢ Let me now take,” fays he, ¢ a more comprehen-
¢ five view, and warn you in a moft folemn manner
¢ againft the baneful effe€ts of party fpirit generally.

- ¢ Tuis {pirit, unfortunately, is infeparable from
¢ our nature, having its root in the ftrongeft paflions
‘¢ of the human mind. It exifts under different (hapes
‘ in all governments, more or lefs ftifled, contrafted
‘¢ or reprefled : but in thofe of the popular formit is

¢ feen 1n its greateft ranknefs, and is truly their worft
¢¢ enemy.
D
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- ¢ The alternate dominion of one fattion over ano-
¢¢ ther, fharpened by the fpirit of revenge, which is
‘ natural to party diffenfion, and which in different
¢ ages and countries has perpetrated the moft horrid
“ enormities, is itfelf a frightful defpotifm. But this
“ at length leads to a more formal and ‘permanent
‘ defpotifm. T.e diforders and miferies which re-
¢ fult and gradually incline the minds of men to feek
- % fecurity and repofe in the abfolute power of an in-
¢ dividual :—and fooner or later the chief of fome
¢ prevailing faGtion, more able, or more fortunate
‘ than his competitors, turns this difpofition to the

* purpofes of his own elevation on the ruins of pub-
“ lic liberty.”

- FurTHER, ¢ It ferves always to diftra& the public
- ¢ councils, and enfeeble the public adminiftration.
“ It agitates the community with ill-founded jealou-
“ fies and falfe alarms : kindles the animofities of one
‘ part againfi another, foments occafional riots and
“ infurre@ions. It opens the door to foreign influ-
¢ ence and corruption, which find a facilitated accefs
% to the government itfelf, through the channel of
¢ party vaflion. Thus the policy and will of one
¢ country are fubjefted to the policy and will of a-
¢ ngther.” |

SuaLL we not liften to the laft addrefs of our poli-
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tical FaTuer ? Shall we mot hearken to his maxims,
when they contain a,complete epitome of that virtue
and morality which exalt a nation ; and of thofe
principles which are the bulwark of our peace, free-
dom and {zfety ? Each fentenceis likea precious jewel,
and all his aftions like fo many pearls, ftrung on the
golden cord of love to his country.

My friends, fuffer me this plainnefs of fpeech.—
Have not i20 many of us been {werved from the line
of our duty by fafcinating words, flatteries and falfe
vrofeflions ? Have not our minds been vio]en’tly pre-
judiced and embittered agaiift good and upright men,
whole abilities, knowledge and experience juitly ep-
title them .- our confidence, by clamorous partifans
ar.d demagogues, and by a vile application cf oppro-
brious epithets > Have not flunder and party fpirit had
too confpicuous a ftation and too vifible an effett
among us ? Do not fome of us {everely feel its en-
venomed fhafts now rankling in our bofoms ? In
confequence of thele things, do rottoo many foreign-
ers, who huvefucked the breafls of fedition,and been
dandirJ in the lap of corruption, hold ir:portant fta-
tions, and have too much influence in our govern-
ment and councils?>—And that by the difplacing, and
to the excluiion of our befl citizens! Will not the
enemics of our rruEpoM and INDRPLNDENCE gain

-
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ground upon us, while we are deftroying one ano-
ther by party-fpirit, envy, flander and political intol-
erance? |

IN our government the people emphatically poffefs
the foveresgn power. The nature of our government
is propitious to the rights of man, and the profperity
and happinefs of fociety : but its continuance is fhort

unlefs guarded by a vigilant attention. Its principles
" muft be preferved pure and uncontaminated. When
the purity of thofe principles are gone, the defcentto
anarchy and from thence to defpotifm is inevitable.
In vain. will the patriot ftrive to reftore its original
principles. The virtues of a Cato, ora WasnineTON

will become as a founding brafs or a tinkling fymbol.

FinaLLy, brethren, let us fearch for truth as for
hidden treafures. Let us profit by the fate of nations,

and the experience of paft ages. Let men of virtue
and real merit (but not the merit of party) be prefer-
red and fought for in their humble retreats. Let ve-
nality, flander, party fpirit, vice and immorality meet
your abhorrence in all your attions. Avoid innova-
tions as dangerous. - Make no changes, with an ex-
pectation of finding perfellability in man, or the works

of man : It is not in man or his works : The fearch
15 vain—it is the contagious diforder of the mind——
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theidle purfuit of a new race of beings, which we can
have no reafonable hopeto difcover.

WaiLe we notice the importance of this day, let
us all unite in the love of one another, and in the
LovE of our common country ; and avoid party {pirit
as deftru€tive to both. Deteft envy and flander, and
cultivate peace and harmony infociety. Praétice vir-
tue, integrity, economy and induftry. The practice
of thefe things is the life of all FREE GOVERNMENTS.
And let fuch and only fuch be the objefts of our
choice, for places of honour and truft. Let the gold-
en privilege of the right of 1uffrage be ever guarded,
as the apgle of the eye ; and exercifed with pure in-
tentions. Forever renounce every appearance of
bribery, corruption, prejudice, diffention and party
fpirit. Ever diftruft and avoid the man, who would
create diftruft and party {pirit among men.

Trus we fhall perpetuate our rregpom and cov-
tRNMENT, and hand them down to pofterity in their
original purity. Thus we fhall fecure the fublime
enpoyment of all thofe ricuTs and priviLEGES, Which
have been dearly purchafed, by the precious blood
of HEROES and the united cares and toils of a long lift
of paTrIOTS, Wwho are now no more. Thus we fhall
become vitorious over the enemies of our FREEDOM
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and (NDEPENDENCE—and what is more, we fhall be
vittorious over aurfelves :—and thereby realize, with-
out alloy, the benign influence of good and whole-
fome laws, under a FrREE and INDEPENDENT GOVERN-
MENT : and leave to our pofterity the richeft blefling
‘earthly parents can beftow :—And finally finith our
courfe in peace, and fall afleep in our Gop, and the
Gobp of our FATHERS.

FINIS.




