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do the Public.

THE Poblication of the following sheets,
were necessarily delaved until this time, by the
Printer. At the repcated solicitations of my
friends, they are now offered to the candid peru-
sal of the public, If the reader is charitable and
honest, bd will not iihpute to me - bad Inotives :
If he has knowledge of facts, he must own, that 1
have represented triith without embellishment.

Its errors, detached sentuments and incorrect-
ness, I leave with thosc who carp at words and
garble at’ seffteriées, an@l thereby shew their own
nakedness and deformity - But the collective opin-
oins and sentiments I have advanced, I cheerfuily
submit to a hiberal and generous public,

CHAUNCY LANGDON.
Castleton, Oerader 1808,
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AN

ORATION.

MINGLED emotions of fear and patriotism
erowd upon the minds of this respectable auds
ence, while they convene to celebrate the day of
our nationai birth. What new sensations do we
feel, when we behold the sun of Liberty, and the
glory and splendor of cur Sovereignty and Inde-
pendence, through the cloud which hangs over
our heads, and threatens the Temple of Free.
dom | |

Since the achievetaent of our independence,
we have cxperienced mapy umportant changes in
our body politic, unknown to former ages, with.
out convuising the vital princibles of a Republican
Government. Different parties have arisen under
different names ; and some have remained, in prin-
ciple and practice, radically the same. "Amused
by the alluring temptations of ofhice, and its con-
comiant emoluments, they are fast bustling down
the tide of time into the gulph of oblivion, per.
haps, to make room for others to arise, destroying
ouc another, and by themselves destroyed ! Suc-
cess has crowned the exertions of almost all:
And the head of.the last 3s about to give up the
helm of government to unknown hands, tossed on
the agntated ocean of uncertainty,
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We are threatened within and without. For.
eign, and powerful nations bhave assumcd a beld
and imperious tone.  They wouid advise, and may
I not say, even direct our government, what part
to act in the great political drama, and copfiict of
nations. But the passing events of time are with
the omniscient Jehovah,

Insurrections have taken place ; and treasons
have been plotted in qur land ! Vialent political
parties have been formed in our government; and
have cndangered our internal peace and union,
These have threatencd to enter the Temple of Free-
doni, and destroy the Ark of our Safery.

Corruption, division, the unrelenting spirit
of party, and the tyrants of the earth- have seized
upon and destroyed every Republic in Europe,
Asia, and Africa; and the semblance of Liberty
scarcely remains!  We are left the only Republic
on earth | And, 1 fear, we have reason, like af.
flicted Job, ““ to take a pot-sherd and scrape our.
selves withal : to sit down among the ashes’ of
consumed virtue and patriotism, and ‘¢ seriously
consider our ways.”” Is there not too much rea-

son, for the virtuous and patriotic to say, with Ad.
dison 1p his Cato,

“ The morning lowers,
“ And hLeavily brings on the day

“ Big with the fate of thefe’’ United States ¢

At this important crisis of public affairs, lct
me intreat you to hecar me with candor, ¢ and
yudge not, before the time,”” one, who has appecar.
cd before you with reluctance and difhdence.

Let us all be watchful, active, and prudent.
Conciliate, and candidly instruct one another.
Let us patiently suffer reproach for the good of our
common country ! Let no one be induced, like
Job, to say, ¢“ Let the day perish whercin'! our na.
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tion ‘‘ wes born:"........“ And as for that night,
let durkness seizc upen it.  Let the stars of the
twilight thereof be dark ; and letit not be joined
unto the daysof the year !I”* But let us forever
remember that night through which, we walked,
with much tribalatien, to maintain cur mdt‘pen-
dence. Let monarrhy never overshadow the day
of our birth; nor Imperial Despotism make us
afra’d. Let not oppression, or the direful effects of
party ever stain our liberty : And let not corrup-
tion or foreign influence ever enter upon the thresh-
hold of the councels of our nation, or weaken and
destroy the vital principles of our Government {—
May God regard it from above ;—And ¢ may the
sun of rightecousness arise, and Jhine Upon us with
healing in his wings,’’ that we may rcjoice togeth-
er, ‘¢ and joy in the God of our salvation,”’

The Declaration of Independence, this day read,
calls to our recollection the miseries and crucltics
we have suffered. It paints before our eves the
horrors of our revolutionary contest! Yes, my
friends, many of us stitlrememberthe 19th of April,
75, when the plains of Lexington were first stain-
ed with the blood of our countrymen! ‘That pre-
cious blood, which was freely shed in Freedom’s
Cause, perfected our union, and forever sealed the
heroic resolation of our ancestors, to die Freemien,
rather than to live Sluves. Freedom was their
birth-right—and they inviolably maintained it, at
the hazard of their lives and fortunes.

We still remember Bunker Hill, where the hero-
ic Warren fcll, with four bundred and fifty men,
‘“ who deemed it glorious to die for their country.*
We stil remember the gallant Montgomery,
Mc Pherson, Cheesman, Hendricks and others,
who nobly fell before the lofty walls of Qucbec.

To shew you the price of our Freedomn and
Independence, shall I traverse all the bloody fields
el death; and therc shew vou numberless athers,
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who equally merit your praise and admiration ?
Shall I there uncover the bleeding wounds of the
valiant Mercer, and lay by his side the mangled
corpsc of the young and matchless aunyens, and
Campbeil, whase hlood lust streamed in the cayse
of liberty 2 Alas ! these heroes did not live to gn-
joy.the Freedom and blessings their yalorhad won?
Yet they nobly fell, and their names are enralled
on the records of fame, and left to posterity a fair
and ricli inheritance ; and their mouldering graves
admenish us of 1ts worth.  As often as we com-
memerate this day, we will bedew the never. fading
laurels on their graves with our tears. Let themr
virtues ewver live In our breasts, and inspire us
with that love of country, that when called to de-
iend our rights, we may gloriously die like them.

Shall 1 call to your recollection conflagrated
towns and villages ; and shew you the companlons
of your boesoms, bearing in their arms the smiles
of innocence ; and your helpless children fleers;
from immediate destruction, or perishing in the
flumes, to fire your minds with the lave of Liber-
ty ? No ; it lives In every breast and is enterwoven
w the ligaments of every heart,

Shali [ ask you to visit the revolutionary prisons
of (ireat Britain ?-—those vaults of contagion, cru-
¢lty angd torture~—the eternal reproach of humanity,
and there take a retrospective view of our brethren
in captivity, and listen to their sighs, and hear their
dyving proans !=—'The crueltiesthey suffered, and
the manner of their deaths aflect us maere than thear
ioss. But I forhear : 1 would not excite prejudice,
stir up majignant passions, or wound the feelings
of bumanjty ; but only rehearse these things as
past, and use them as powerjul monitors, to remind
you of the inestimable worth of peace, and the unin-
terrupted enjoyment of all our rights and privile-
ges ; and as inciterpents in you to guard them, as
e apple of your cyes, against foreign encroach-
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ments, ahd not to blindly barter them away with
demapozues, for a mess of pottage, seasoned with
flattery and patty spirit. * *

Valor hath ™ achicved our Liberty and Indepens-
dence ¢ but unlon, wisdom, and virtue must pre-
serve them. - "These will guard you within and
without. The arm of liberty, nerved with thesc,
will bid defiance to any power on carth; withont
them, Laberty -and independence are a tale which ix
often told, @ syren song, which i3 often sung, to
amuse and deveive the giddy multitude into slave.
ry dud i, -

Under the protection of a happy form of govern.
ment, organized and administered by the plastic
hand of virtue, we have cnjoyed, with few excep:
tiot1s, pekce-und prosperity., |

Agpressions on bur comimerce have been many
and unjust ; and the Indian wars cruel, ferocious;
and expensive : But they ail have been prudently
adjusted, and amicably scttled by treaties, and the
mcereiless wars ended by the wisdom, prudence
and energy of former administrations.

‘The wise and manly policy adopted by the Im.

mortal W AsHINeTON, In ninety three, prescrved

our neutrality ‘against the insidious attempts of feor-
eign ndtions, and the vile intrignes of many of our
eWn ciuzens, to draw us into the vortex of Europe-
an politics.; and hvolve us in a war with the most
powerful nations of Europe.® "The samec policy

* See the President’s proclamation of neutradity, issued April 22d
1793, forbiding our citizens taking any partin the hostidlties commen.
ced by France against England, from carrying contrzbund articles to ci-
ther power at war ; and enjoining all acts, inconsistent with the duties
of 2 friendly natvion: "This proclamation gave riee to the first attack of
the charsctet of the President, and to cnminaling his conduct, which
had, hitherto, been shielded by the affections of the people  Occasional
hirté were thrown out that the Executive was hostile 1o the liberties of
the people, and unlriendly to France. From this period wa may truly
date the commiencement, of that vile attempt to brand all the defendess
of the Constitition, and the administration of Washington and Adanms
with the epprobrious epithets of torics, and monarchists ; merely becauss

thi}l;'twmll not become subseryient 19 Franee, and thus violate oux ned-
o o v, . '
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bds hitherto preseived us. By reason of this, our
country arose: almost from a statc of beggary; to.
affluence. National faith and credit vevived, and
we became respectable among the nations of | the
earth., By reason of this, our commerce has been
extended {rom river to river, and {rom sea to sea,
even to the ends of the earth.~—Commaerce s the
handmaid of industry, and will ever rciurn to the
husbandman and mechanic a sure and just reward
of all their Iubors, The basis of all commerce 1s the
mutueal accommodation and supply of the wants of
the parties concerned.  Theilr interests are there-
iorec mutual. Any interruption ina comimercial
intercourse, will, more or iess, afiect the interests of
poth parties, ‘Their interests are inseparably con.
nected, and their benefits reciprocal. In short,
it is the exchange of the surplus part of thosc arti-
cles, which we do not want,for those articles which
are morc valuable and convenient to us. Without
it, a nation will be peor in the midst of plenty. She
may support life, but can never enjoy it. ‘This a-
lone converts the surplus progduct of our soil and
labours, mto durable riches ; and procuresthe ne-
cessaries and conveniences of life. . Commerce dif-
fuses useful knowledge among men ; arid harmo.
nizes different governments and nations. It liber.
alizes sentiments ; expands the mind with enlarg-
ed views ; and inculcates a spirit of umversal love,
and philanthrophy. . o
Vhen, frem a view of the present situation of
our government, I reflect on the difficulties, which
awaited the formation, and adoption of our consti-
tution, I am lost, with astonishment, that 1t was
ever effected ; and so easily and successiully organe
ized. So many different interests, opinions and ob-
jections presented thewmselves to the illustrious fra-
mers of it, that they were ready to abandon the im-
portant work in despair :—'FThen, suddenly, the
same patriotism, which united them in the hour
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of danger, disembroiled their embarrassments and
partialitics ; and that sublime virtue, which was
universally displayed in our revolutionary contest,
conciliated their minds to compromise different -
terests and opinions ; and thereby enabled them to
bring their arduous labors to a final 1ssue.

May we not ascribe, the happy issue of that im.
portant ‘event, to him, in whom are the issues ofhie,
and the original source’ ¢f all causes {-—Does he
not hold, in his Almighty Hand, the eternal cham
of events ¢ and, by an invisible power and wisdom,
gulde and direct their infinite relations and resulis.
Politicians and philosophiers may explore causes by
their events 3 but Gop aloneis the Grear Arca-
N4 of them. From Him all our blessings flow.
He raised up Moses to deliver; David to defend;
Solomon to mstruct; and Cyrus to restore his an-
cient chosen people.  May we not recognize the
same Almighty Hand, in raising up, and continu--
mng through the revolutionary contest; and  the
equally 1mportant crisis, the framing, adoption,
and organization of our constitution and govern-
ment, that Iilustrious Citizen, who directed our
battles, and led our armies to victory : who taught
our Senators wisdom and prudence, and our exac-
tors righteousness. In him was a rare asscmblage
ol virtues and talents, The majesty of them awed
treasm? united division? conciliated differences of
opiniofly and the disaffected? and caused sedition,
slander and Intrigue, to shunhis presencefand vice
. to hide itshead,. “His exalted virtues abashed ty-
rants, and bafiled the destroyer of nations.”

-~ (ur constitution, asl observed on a former oc-
casion, contains an admirable balance of power to
protect rational liberty, and the rights of man; and
also give energy to its operations. It rests on the
election of the people, directly, or indirectly in all
its departments.

1



10 .

Yo preserve its vital principles; {6 secure our
Rappiness ang protect our rights, that election must
he free and unbiased, without partial views, aud
unatioyed with party spirit. ‘The clectors must act
without prejudice, unawed by power; uninfluen-
ced by the ﬂqttcry and deccitful proflessions  of
demugogues ; uncorrupted by the allurements of
g*Lu,or oflige ; w ithout the fear of reproach: refrard-
Icss of the fuger of scorn? or the upbra*dmgs of
men.  In short ythey must be guided by the uner-
g rules of truth, virtue and the good of commu-
nmy.

The clected must be mien of information, indus-
try, economy and ahility ; of truth, virtue, and un.
impeachable integnity.  In public and private life
their characters ought not to be tarnished with cor-
ruptian, oppression, profanity, crimes and vices.
“*Men do not gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles.”

If our elections are made on these principles,
worthless men will more seldom obtan olgces. The
ncglect of them enables artful men, like cock-roa-
ches creeping out of the hoies of ships, to work
their way nto notice, out of the howels of vice.
corruption, and obscurity. 'These men will troub-
le the watcer of pohtical opinion, and stir it up from
the very bottom, so «hat they may, the more easily,
emicrge from their native mud, and swim on  the
surface, in the foam which they have made. Such
men can scldom be trusted  with safety.  They
will never live by laudable industry, economy, and
the labour of their own. hands ; but possessing

power, they will’mercforc’so use and contnve i,

¢ that honeft men,
“ Become the foft and cafy cufhions,
“ On which knaves repcfe and fatten.”

‘The form of our governmet when adopted, ap-
neared 1n theery, well calculated to secure cur un-
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ion, peace and happiness. "I'he apparent concotr-
itant evils, were & consolidation of all the states, in-
to orie g?nme‘nt; which might end 1 wmon-

archy ; divisions and parties, which would ex-
posc ustS discord, and civil war. Agamst the
first the diffcrent interests, the vigilance, and 1
may add the pride, and Jocal prejudices of cach
statc are very great securities.  T'o prevent small
states from Leing swallowed up by the power and
inflience of the large, cach state has an cqual voiee
in the Senate, which has a neguative on the housc ;
and in certain cdses, in the election of a President.
In short, the Senate are the imimediate representa-
tives of the sovereignty of cach state ; and the
house of the people. —

Under a government so beautiful 1a theory, all
would be ready to say, it must promote the peace,
happiness, freedom and equal rights of every ndi-
vidual in socicty ; and bccome perpetaal.  But,
alas, experience, the most correct instructer of man-
kind, has often tought us, that practice {requently
baflles the wisdom of theories in government, and
confirms the sentiment of Pope, that,

¢ For forms of government let fools contest ;
¢ What’er 1s beft admimfired 15 belt :

¢ For modes of faith let gracelefs zealots fight ;
¢ His can’t be wrong, whofe life is in the nght.’”

IFrom experience we have great reason to fear,
that divisions and parties are inherent in our gov-
ernment, and the constitution of man.  These have
already prepared their whip of scorpions to scourge
us for our folly, and teach us wisdom by their aw.
ful and more effectual lessons of adversity.  Pros-
perity ofien elates us above reason, and precipitates
us beyond the limits of wisdom and prudence.
Kegardless of the voice of reason, wisdom, or iear,
multitudes are wafted, by popular gales along the
tide of opinion, until they are broughtto their sen-
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ses, by sufferings. Divisions and parties are ca.
lamities which 1 greatly dread. ater evils can-
not befall us ; except the lsos of I£ berty, gnd Inde-
pendence. Foreign wars, compared to «ese, are
a blessing.  Should they continue to baffle every
eflortof the virtuous and patriotic part of commu-
nity, to unite and harmonise the discordant parts of
government, oppression, tyranny of party,® an.
archy, civil war and slavery are inevitable !

Since our government has been so wisely ealcu-
lated, and justly administred to promotc the peace,
happiness and prosperity of the people, I have seen
with infinite regret, divisions and political parties
arise among us, I have noted their rise and prog-
ress, and dread their issue, They are growing
more and more inveterate and obstinate. Thcey
have already frittered away the most valuable part
of the constitution, relative to the election of Presi-
dentand Vice President.  The powers of the of-
hice of President, and the recent use of them, tend
to promote party.spirit, By the lute amendment of
the constitution, as to the clection of President and
Vice President, every barrier to intrigue, govern-
mental combination, and the corrupt bartering of
ifluence for ofice, through the medivm of the Pre-
sident, is removed. The influence of bartering
oflice 1s more sure and cffectual ; and less casy to
be detected, and the evil remcedied, than secret and

*The tyranny of adowninant party is of:en more inexorable, oppressive,
cruel and bloody, than a Nero, Caligula or ti:eryrant of Syracase. What
can be more g0 than theproceedings of the several dominant parties in
republican France, under their leaders, Marat, Daiton, Robesprerre, and
othera ! Millions felt an helpless prey to their party-rage antd tyranny,
Has not the same malignity, and virulence ot parnty appeared,in embr o,
in the United States 7 What characier has been po virtucus and exalt-
ed, as to be safe from vhe mabignane shafis of slander and abuse ! Has
not the preservation of themajesty of the laws been the only restraint to
the bloody hand of the awsassin? What viriue, 1nitegrity, or ability
will recommend a manto abtain, or retain an office of profit or trust, a.
gainst the power of a dominant party ! Are not the cunl]dumc_md rer-
1t of the ruling party pre-requisites, and the sive gua non quulihcations,
for dfhce or public empioyment ! Fauvse, candidly consider and reflect,and
2ll must assent to the facts.
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direct briberv by money. Many would be swerv.
ed from the line of their duty, and their integnty
shaken by the alluring temptations of an office, wio
would disdain the greatest  bribe. The flutterics
and specious promises of Cesar, had more ¢ffect,
and a greater tendency to corrupt and destroy Ro-
man virtue and patriotism, and undermine their
liberties, than the bribes of Phyfus.  While the
latter had no effect upon the Roméh ncople; the for.
mer proved too powerful for the unshuken virtue
and patriotism of a Cato,

T'he power of the President in nominating and
appointing, and the practice of arbitrarily remov-
ing {from ofice#® are enormous ; and in the hands
of some men, more effectul to procure an clection,
or be continued in that ofhice, against the true 1n-
terests of the people, than helding the purse-strings
of the nation.. Proposed amendments of the Con-
stitution are now uunder consideration, or rather in
operation, to destroy the independence of the Ju.
diciary. This proposed amendment will destroy
the Palladinm of our rights and libertics, agnnst
the encroachments of the Executive, Legislative,
and Military departments of government, and
creagly increase the powers of the President.—
‘These things will inally destroy the free and un.
biassed expression of the will of the people 1 that
important election.  I'o what lengths, parties will
proceed to decomposc and  destroy the harmoni-
ous system, and dcfeat the beneficial chiects of our
excellent form of government, God only knows'!
Next to cternal slaveryv and death, 1 should depre-

*

* Some may think that I mican to apply thrs practice to tue present
F.xecutive. I horestly say I do; for wpon reflection and enquiry, I do
net find any instances of Presidents Washington and Adang, having
arbitranly removed any man from oflice, because fe differed wih the
administration in political sentiments. President Jefierson and E Ran-
dolph differed with President Washington in poli :cal sentinients and
measares ; and espoused the interests of an oppesite parry, e neiler
were removed from cffice. And upon the resignation of Mr Juflerson,
as Eecretary of State, Mr. K, Randolph was appoirted his successer.
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catc ®s dissolution.  Unless we apply seme virta-
ous, patriotic, and conciliatory correctives, Wwc¢
shall soon, very soon, become like Republican
France, the prey of onte ancther, and of worthless
demagogues 3 the sport of foreign influence and
mtrigue ; the submissive tools of tyrants in sheep’s
cloathing ; and at last, the sure and helpiess vic.
tims of forcign, @ domestic ambition,

I have heretofdte avoided naming parties, or ap-
plying prninciples to any man or party, on a day,
which ought to be observed as sacred te umion,
harmony and freedom.  But facts, and the cf-
fccts of partics, are se destructive to that union,
harmony and freedom which ought to exist among
us ; and are so notorious n our government, and
the triumpbs of party are so much boasted of, by
leading men in power, I should be forgetful of the
duty lowe to my country, which gave me birth,
and to my God, who has preserved me in existence,
to suppress the truth on this occasion, Truth, 1
hope, will offend none, if it will, its haters must be
offcnded, DBy a simple relation of fucts or senti-
ments, 1 would give no oftence, or injure the fecl.
s of any person, butexcite a candid enquiry 1n.
to the origin and progress of parties in our govern.
ment, qid awaken the virtuous and patriotic part
of community to attend to those things, which be.
long to our peace, happiness and safety, ¢ before
they are forever hidden from our eyes.”’

Our present happy form of government may
survive these decaying limbs of ours ; for we must
soon slecp with our fathers ; yet, most of us have
children, whom we love, to leave behind us: And
who 1s there In this assembly, so base, as to be
willing to leave them exposed to the direful ef-
fects of party rage, and oppression? If any, him 1
may offend.  Who 18 therc so servile, as to feel
indiflcrent about the fate of posterity, and not ear-
uestly wish to leave to them the same union, {ree-
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dom and independence, which he has rcccived
from his ancestors, as the price of their precious
blood ? If there is any, 1 fear not to oflend him.

{s 1t possible, that the body of the pcople, com-
posing the two great partes, which have arisen in
our land, and have been like two armics, sct n
battle array sgamst cach other, can have distinct
views and separate interests ?  Have not thesc par-
tics principally nrogressed from the misapplication,
and wanton abuse of the terms federalism and Ke-
publicanism ; which originally meant, and I behieve
still mean, the same thing, and rest on the samc
foundation ? The great body of the American peo-
ple are enthusiastic admirers of the leadimg princi.
ples of the Revolution, which sccured to ue the
blessings of Liberty and Independence.  They are
fricnds to their country, zealous advocates of good
order, and rational liberty, and firmly attached to
the Constitution of the United States. Tho’ the
public mind has been agitated and deluded by mis-
representations and abuse of terms, yet, at heart,
and in principle, the people are Federalists, and
any cases, without knowing it Ior no person
can be a Federalist without being a Republican ;
they are, in fact, one and the same thing,  All wish
or pretend to wish, to promote their mdividual -
tercst,and the interest and good of community. The
rights and interest of all are biended und linked to-
gether by one common chain, and  are mscparably
connccted.  The same government and laws sc-
cure and protect vour rights and mine.  T'his gov-
crnment is, or ought to be, 2 government of laws
which can have but one meaning, and not of men.
if any administrator of the laws, {from party  views,
or corrupt principles, judge of them dificrently, let
all the people curse him !

Almost all will agree, that our general govern-
ment 15 a representative Republic ;—and 1s prefer-
abie to any other form of government.  From the
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latin word fuwdus, signifying a lecague, or con-
federacy, itis called, the Federal Government, to
distincuish 1t from the State Governments.  The
one is composed of an union of sovereign and Inde-
pendent States, the other of towns or districts.
‘Those, who approved and supported the present
Federal Constitution, were, therefore, with the
greatest propriety, called Federalists © which term,
was originally used and is siill considered, by 1its
advocates, as synonimous with the term, Republic-
an.* 'Those, who opposcd the formation, adoption,
organizationand administration of the Federal Gov-
crnment, assumed the name, and were, with equal
propricty, called Anti-Federalists; or in other
waords,opposers of our present constitution and con-
federation.

Te organize the government, the constitutional
vo:ce of the people unanimoeusly placed the smmor-
tal Washington in the Presidential chair. From
principles of gratitude, wisdom and prudence, he
sagaciously nominated to the Senate the sages and
experienced patriots of the  revolution, to fill al-
most all the 1mportant ofhces, 1 the several depurt-
ments of government. These were generally
Federalists and Republicans ; or i other words,
the advocates and {firm supportess of the Constitu-
tion and its administration. These official acts of
the President were purely American ; for no for-
eigner ever received from him a nomination or ap-
pointment, of any conscquence, This agsisted the
Anti-Federalists to organize a party, and add to
their numbers almost all foreigners, the ambaitious

* That there is no distinction between the terms Federalisin and Re-
publicanism, we have from high authority. Mr Jeflerson, in lis in-
augural speech, declares, ¢ \We are 2!l Federalists, we are all Republi-
cans.” ‘T'hisis ewmressly saying, that there is no difference jun the
meaning of the terms. How, then, can it be contidered, thar Federal.
131 33 Anti-Republicanism ! Vain and absurd mest bethe atterrpt to .
use it as 2 term of reproach, or to desigitate its advocates as inonarch.
1618, aristocrats or torics, unless it be a repreach to support, and be at-
tached W the Constitution of the United Starcs, '
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and disappointed. ¥Yet this lover of virtae and
patriotism, 80 pursued the principies of an honest,
‘prudent, firm and magnanimous policy ; and so
laid the foundation of his administration in the
unerting principles of public and private virtue, of
morality and religion, and so confirmed them by
his own examples,* that, i spite of that powerful
opposiiion, it became popular, acquired strength,
aind promotzd the peace, union, happiness and
prosperity of the States: Consequerntly the anti.
federalists became unpopular, and the number dai.
ly diminished.

The determiviation of the bill, in 1721, to estab.
l1sh a nationa! bank, and fund the national debt in
the hands of the holders, made deep impressions on
the minds of some, and mortified the feelings of
other influential members in Congresa. 'They sen.
sibly felt the chagrin of ambitious competitsrs.
This scism in Congress, added new strength to the
oppesition, and tended to organise more compiete.
lv two different parties, which, in their progress
and conflict for power, have since shook the Unit.
ed States to their centre. At this time the princis
pai things, by which public declaimers ¢ perated
upon the minds of the people, and prejudiced them
rgainst the administration of government were the
President’s levees,t which they said were the hum.

* These things fully appear in his inangural specch at the opening of
Congress, on the 50th day of April, 1769, The pritcipies and punity ¢f
ecntimienms ochthined in that dignified address, ate worthy «f the peru-
sl of all, and will aflord instruction to the legislator, moralist, and di-
vine......See Marshal’s Hist. Washington, vol v. page 157 to 173, and
thre Journdls of Congrets. -

t To justity the appointed times to wait on company, talled lrvaes,
the President assigntd the best of reasons, to wit, economy of timé and
expence, znd the accommodation of all who wished to call on him.
He said, thxt before he adopted these levees, < Centlemen were ¢all-
ing, says he, brfore breakfast until he sat downto dinner ; which
gave him no time to attend on public duties, unless he broke in upon
the necegsary bours of sieep.”....¢ Arvmestings, savs he, gentlemen oome
and go in great numbers ; chat and act as they please.” ...« Upon their
frst entrance, are mutual salutations ... ¢ What pomo theyo is n alk
g, 1 an, says he, unable (o discover.”

G
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ble imitations of the ‘ceremonics and gomyp of Luro-
pean Courts. : High salaries, which manifested o
disregard to that simplicity and ccenomy, which
characterizes a republic, froma monarchy : The
banking and funding systems, which bad a ten-
dency to perpetuate the national debt, though pro-
visions were made, in the same system, to cancel
1t ;. And the excise laws, which collected a reve-
nue after themanner of Great.Britian.®*  Some of
the heads of the departments of government, be-
came warm partizans, and treated cach other with
areat asperity,

‘This scism, among men of talentsand the person-
al friends of the President ; and the mncreasing  ran-
cour of the opposition party, sensibly aftected and
extremely mortificd him.  He thus expressed him-
self in one of his letters, written 1n 1792, to the
heads, or leaders of the parties, thenin oflice.

‘“ How unfortunate” said he, ¢ that while we
are encompassed on all sides with avowed cnemies
and ms:dious friends, internal disscnstons should
be harrowing and tearing our vitals. 'thelast, to
me, 1s the most serious and alarming of the two.
Without more charity for the opinions of one-anoth.
er in govermental matters, &c. in my opinion the
fairest prospects of happiness and nrosperity, that
cver was presented to man, will be {orever lost.””

““« My carnest wish, and my fondest hope there-
fore is, thatinstcad of wounding, &c. cach others
feelings, there might be hiberal allowances, mutual
forbearances and temporizing yicldings on both
sides.,  Without them every thing must rub ; the
wheels of government will clog ; our c¢nemies will
triumph, and by throwing their weight into the dis-

* To the rational part ¢f community, the modc of ccllecting a ne-
cessary revenue is perfectly inanzterial ; provided it is simnple, casy,
and not expensive.  And the obiects of taxation aie of no consequence,
if they operate cqually on cvery part of the community, according to the
intcrest protected, and ability to pay.
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affccted scale, may accomplish the ruin of the good-
ly fubric we have been erecting.”’

In uunother letter to the samce persons, speaking
of the nevitable mischiet, which the prevalent as-
peritiesand divisiens would create. Heseys ¢“and
for what 2—Bccause mankind cannot think alike,
but would adopt difterent means to obtain the same
cnd.  For I will frankly and solemnly declare, that
1 believe, the vicws of both to be pure and well
meant.”” ¢ And why?, said he, ¢ should men,
having the samc object inview, be so  tenacious of
their own opinions, as to muke no allswance for
those of others, so that tiie cup of blessings, which
had been presented to us, may not be forever snatch-
cd from our lips.”’

The immediate effects of these divisions and par-
tics were to encouragre and organize societics in op-
position to the administration of government
throughout the United States, and an openand dar-
ing resistance of the executicn of the laws, In
the western parts of Pennsylvania, the whole system
of government and its measures had been for some
time reprobated with peculiar bitterness, and the
passions and the prejudices of the pcople artfully
excited by popular declaimers and their most in-
fluential characters, 'This produced a pre-existing
temper in the people to openly reprobate every law
and measure of Congress, which was opposed on
the floor of the house, by the leaders of their parny,
as tyranical and oppressive, and tending to subvert
the hiberties of the people.

All who advocated or obeyed laws, were deem.
cd enemies to the great body of the people, and at-
tempts were made to brand them with the opprobri.
ous epithets of zorics, monarchists and partisans of
Great Britian.

Concihiatory measurcs were taken to sooth the;,
minds. Proclamations issued requiring obedien
to the laws, and prosecutiohs werc vyt (o0 4



gut any beneficial eflect, These only added fuel te
the fire.

This fire was fanned by warme  partisans, until it
burst into a flame, which could not be arrested in its
progress, unless by a military force and by the tn.
al and conviction of a number of their leaders, This
m the opinion of the party, made them martyrs 1
the cause of freedom ; martyrdom made them pop-
ular. Some of them even foreigners axe now loa
ed with praises, and the hanors and emolumenta ¢
office. ‘These men, like Sampson’s bees have made

.~ much honey out of the carcase of the dead Lyon,

Perhaps they may live and leave the world, admi.
ring their arts and talents, before they have fully
tasted, the contempt, which they deserve.

‘That malignant and visionary philosophy, which
arose in France in seventeen hundred and ninety
one or {wo, secretly and imperceptibly gained
ground in the United States, Philosophy, falscly
so called, which owned not Ged, nor regarded man,
which estimated as nothing, the miseries and des.-
truction of the human race, provided it could coolly
and dehiberately pursue, ibrough oceans of blood,
abstract systems of government, and new experi.
ments to obtain seme fancied and unknown good.
The French, and almost every nation in Iurope
have drank to the very dregs, the bitter cup of these
visionary schemes 3 and the deadly potian has been
{atal to every Republican government in the old
world. _

Upon the death of the King of krance, Genet, 2
man wellversed in the Philosophy and politice of
the day, was sent to -‘America, as mumister of the
French Republic. From the noble feelings of
gratitude, and (as many then believed) from reci.
prosity of Republican sentiments and principles,the
people of the Uniteh States received the IRlepubli.
can ambassador, with enthusiastic marks of joy,and
attachment, Flattered with these marks of attach.
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ment, Genet, before he was aecredited, eommis.
sioned and enlisted men 1n out territory, fitted out
privateers in our ports, to cruisc against nations
then at peace with us, and establish Courts of Ad.
miraity. This was complained of asa breach of
our Neutrality, The President cousidercd these
proceedings, as a direct violation of our sovereign.
ty and neutrality ; and took eficctuyal measures a.
gainst them. Two Americans, who had enhsted
and cruised in the French service were arrested.
Mr. Genet, in a most insolent and imperious man-
ner, demanded their release, butto the honor of our
government without effect.

The president continucd firm in his resolution te
preserve our neutrality, and to maintain the honor
and dignity of the nation. 'The parties, already
formed, took diffcrent sides in the contest, LThe
President’s conduct, relative to the proccedings of
the French minister, was reprebated with great ac-
rimony, and vilely represented as conclusive evi-
dence of strong attachment to the British govern-
- ment. The French minister was even advised not
to relax in his demands, and *¢ was assured, that 1n
the affections of the people,he would find a firm and
certain suppoit

These extravagant proceedings were sanctioned
by certain societies, calling themselves e people ;
and the guardians of the people I—"These socicties
were transformed by the fostering hand of Genet
intn democratic societies.  The first was formed
at Philadelphiz, on the 30th day of May, 1793, un-
der the fasinating professions of preserving frecdons,
which was threatened by the despots of lurope,
‘“ and,”’ as shcy said, ¢ endangered by the pride of
wealth and arrogance of power, displayed in the Us
nited States,”

Many virtuous and well disposed citizens were
induced from purc and patriotic motives to join
these societies, without comprehending the reaimo-
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tives of the founders.” They were soon extended
throughout the United States, and were  controuled
by the antifederal opposition. *
Fresh aggressions were daily mnade, by the Ifrench
and English, on the sovereignty of the nation, and
on our neutral rights, Unparalleled insolence was
usced towards the Father of his country, by that
cma:.ation of modern philosophy and then French
policy, until Genet was dismissed -and discarded by
s owngovernment, and I blush to say 1t, that inso-
lence was ungratefully defended by marny of our
countryimen, under the specious garb of /iberty and
equalily. |
In the year one thousand seven hundred and
ninety three, the cxecutive was openly disregarded
and the admnistration reproached in the opposition
papers, ‘“ as the violators of national faith, the par-
t1sans of monarchy, and the enemies of Liberty and
France.” Real patriotism will ever consult: the
utihty and beneficial result of any measure, more
than its temporary popularity, and will not shrink
irom, or shun the path of duty, because 1t appears
rugged ¢ and beset with briars and thorns.”’
PresipENT WasHINGTON everapprobated the
real people’s occasionally assembling together, in a
tegal way, ¢ to express their sentiments on political
subjects,””  But those sclf created societies, usur-
pmg authority to controul the constituted authori-
 ties, or dictate and direct public opinion, he ever
considered as dangerous to rational liberty, and
the scourge of all free governments.* In his let-
ter to Mr. Jay, written in 1796, he observes, ¢¢that
the self created societies, which have spread them-
seives over this country, have been laboring inces-
santly to-sow the seeds of distrust, jealousy and
discontent ; and thereby to effect some revolution
in the government, is a fact, not unknown to you,

*See gth. Yol. of Marshal’s life of WASHINGTON. . . ;
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‘'hat they havebeen the fomenters of the westers
disturbdnces admits of no doubt, in the mind of any
one, who will examine their conduct.”

‘L'he state of partles in one thousand seven hun-
dred and ninety six, is justly described in his lct-
ter to President Jefferson, and shows, that he had
an mvincible desire to quit the arduous services “of
an ungratetal country, anl retire to the pcaceful
shades of private life. ¢ That until the last year
or two,”? says he, ‘“ I had no conception, that par-
ties would, or even could go the lengths I have
been witness to ; nor did 1 believe until lately, that
1t was in the bounds of probability, bardly within
those of possibility, that while I was using my ut-
most exertions to establish a national character of
our own, mdependent (as far as our obligations and
justice would admit) of every nation on earth; and
wished by steering a steady course, to preserve this
country from the harrors of a desolating war, I
‘Eh(}hl{.. he acenc c.r-ﬂ n{' bﬁl‘nﬂ the Pﬂf”a‘!"lv of one na-
tion, and subiject to the influence of another ; ;—and
to prove it, that every act of my administration
sould be tortured ; and the grossest and most -
sidious misrepresentations of them be made, by
giving one side only upon a subject ; and that too
in such exaggerated and indecent terms, as would
scarcely be applied to a Nero-—to a notorious de-
faulter-—or even common pick-pocket.?”’

‘These causes, with Jay’s treaty, and the Pre-
sident’s refusing the papers, relative to the same,
though they had no direct relation to any matter
before Congress, imperiously urged us to an im-
portant crisis ; and we should have fallen a prey to
French intrigue, slander and the direful effects of
party, had not that wise and prudent magistrate
firmly stood in the portal of the ark of our union,
peace and safety, and repelled every attack.

During his administration, was the inost event.
ful penod of changes ; revolu.nonary principles ;
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