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At a Meeting of the Church of Chriff irn Milton, 4:h
Oélobery 1804.

VOTED, That Deacon Joun CrEHORE, Deacon
CorneL1Us GuLLivEr, Deacon Davip Tucker, General
Josepr: Vosg, and Major Joserr Bascock, be a Committee
to prefent the thanks of this Church to the Reverend JOIN
LATHROP, D.D. for his excellent Sermon preached on
Wednefday laft, at their defire; and requeft him to furnilh
# copy for the prefs,

| Atteft,

CORNELIUS GULLIVER, Clrk.



DISCOURSE.

it Eristie To TvE THESSALONIANS, v. 12, 13.

And I befeech you,brethres, to know them which labonr
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admon-
ifb you ; and to ¢ftcem them wery highly in love, for
their works fake. And be at peace amang yourjélves.

IN the hiftory which we have, of the travels
and labours of the Apoftle Paul, we learn that he
was the principal inftrument in planting the gofpel
among the Theflalonians.

Having been perfecuted at Philippi, Paul and Silas
left that part of Macedonia; and pafling through
two or three cities which lay in their way, they made
a ftand in Theflfalonica. At that city we hear of
Paul preaching in a fynagogue of the Jews. DBut
the reception which was given him by the Theflalo-
nians, was not more favourable than had been given
him by the people at Philippi.

The Jews which believed not, moved with envy,
took unto them certain lewd fellows ¢ of the bafer
¢ fort, and gathered a company, and fet all the city
1 an uproar.”” 'This riotous multitude affiulted
the houfe of Jafon, where Paul and 5ilas had been

entertained
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entertained ; and fuch were their threatenings and
violence, that thofe minifters of the religion of Jefus
judged it expedient to leave the place,

Paul went on to Athens, and from Athens to
Corinth, where he tarried until Silas and Timotheus
came to him.—In the third chapter of the firft epiftle
to the Theflalonians, Paul informs us that he fent
‘Timotheus from Athens to eftablith and comfort. the
new converts in Macedonia. On the return of Ti-
motheus, with pleafing tidings from the Chriftians
in Theflalonica, Paul, it is fuppofed, wrote the letter
from which the text before us is taken.

Having communicated many important inftruc.
tions, the Apoftle concluded with expreflions of the
warmeft affeCtion for the church which he had gath.
ered, and for thofe who miniftered in holy things.—
« We befeech you, brethren, to know them which
¢ labour among you, and are over you in the Lord,
““and admonith you ; and to elteem them very
“ highly in love, for their works fake. .And be at
¢ peace among yourfelves.”

in difcourfing on the words before us, I will ob.
ferve the following method.

I. I will endeavour to thow when it may be faid,
that people know their Religious Inftructers, agree.
ably to the intent and meaning of the Apoftle in our
text.

II. Iwill make a few obfervations, on the impor-.
tance of peace and unity, in the church of Chrift.

'The laft part of the difcourfe will confift of obfer-
vations and addrefles, fuited to the prefent occafion
of our meeting together ; and I pray God, we may
all be inftructed in the way of duty, and be edified
in the faith, and in the ord.r of the gofpel.

People
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People may be faid to know their Religious In-
ftru&tors,—By receiving them : by hearing them :
by giving them the efteem and refpect which is due
to them : by fupporting them : and,—by remem.
bering the counfels and admonitions which they had
given, when by reafon of death or removal, they
can give no more.

The foregoing particulars will be confidered in
their order. And

I. People may be faid to know their Religious
Inftru®ors,—By receiving them.

To know, in the fenfe of the word as ufed in the
text, is not merely to recognize the perfon in quef-
tion ; but it is to acknowledge him in the charalter
in which he offers himfelf, and to receive him.

People are faid to know the minifters of religion
who come to them, when they acknowledge them
as the fervants of the Moft High God, and receive
them in that character.

When Jefus fent forth his twelve apoftles to
preach the gofpel of his kingdom, he f{iid unto
them, ¢ He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he
¢¢ that receiveth me receiveth him that fent me.”

In another difcourfe, he defcribed the wretched
eondition of ccrtain perfons, who at the laft day,
will feek for admittance into the kingdom of heaven,
but on account of their hypocrify and other crimes,
will be rejected. ¢ Many will fay unto me in that
¢¢ day, Lord, Lord, have we not propnefied in thy
¢ pame, and in thy name have caft out devils, and
¢ ia thy name done many wonderful works ? And
¢ then will I profefs untc hem, I never knew you ;
“ depart from me ye workers of iniquity.”

By
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By the mode of expreflion herc ufed, we atre not
to underftand the Judge as declaring his ignorance of

the perfons brought bcfore him ; but the meaning
is, that he does not acknowledge them in the char-
alter in which they wifh to be received. They are
reprefented as withing to be received in the character
of friends, who had laboured in the kingdom of
Chrilt, and had prophefied in his name: But the
Judge Eternal, having a periect knowledge of their
wickednefs, will reject them ; and declare that in the
character in which they ofler themielves, he does not
know them.

In the fenfe now explained, the Jews did not know
the Mefliah. 1Ile exhibited fufficient evidence that
he came from God, and that God was with him
but as he was in a humble form, and did not an-
{wer to the ideas which they had entertained of the
Meffiah, they did not know him,—they rejetted
him,

Before the Son of God left the world, he gave
orders to his difciples who had been with him from
the beginning, to go ferth in his name, and preach
the gofpel to every creature.—As thofe meflengers
of Jefus proceeded in the execution of their commif-
fion, fome who heard them preach, received them ;
others turned away from them, and did not know
them.—The fucceflors of the Apoftles have met
with fimilar treatment in all ages, and in all coun.-
tries.—Some received them withi joy and gratitude ;
others turned a deaf ear io the propofals which were
made to them, and chofz io continue in vice and
ignorance.

IL,
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II. Pecople may be faid to know their Religious
InftruCtors,—By giving them the eftcem and refpect
which 1s due to them.

Were I not fupported by fo ¢reat and fo good a
man as the Apofitle Paul, I might be thought per-
haps. to encroach on the rules ot propriety by call-
ing your attention to thofe cxpreflions of eftcem,
which ferious and well-educated people have uni-
verfally acknowledged are due to thc Minifters of
Religion.

Nature teaches us there 1s a degree of refpect due
to all ofhices of importance :—~To Kings and the
Rulers of the earth ;—7To Magiftrates and all in Au-
thority.—As the Minifters of the Religion which
we profefs, bear a commiflion under Jefus Chnft,
while they act in his name, and faithtully difcharge
the duties required of them, a degree of refpect and
efteem 1s unqueftionably duc te them.—We cannot
feparate the contempt, with which the irrdigious
and profane are known to treat the Minifters of
Chrift, from the contempt in which they hold the
Saviour himfelf.—Thus fpake our Lord on this very
fubje&t ;—¢ He that heareth you, hecareth me; and
“ he that defpifeth you, defpifeth me ; and he that
¢ defpifeth me, defpifeth him that {fent me.”’

St. Paul exhorted the church at Thcfialonica, to
efteem thofe who were over them in the Lord,
¢ very highly mn love, for their works fake.”

‘There are people, who think, or at leaft pretend
to think, the work of @ Minifter of Religion s of all
work the mo't light, and caly to be performed.—
Miniflers of Religion inay be unfaithtul ;—By negli-
cence and by fhameful mnattenticn to the dutics of
their office, it s poflible, that men who fuftain the

B charalter
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charaler of Gofpel Minifters, may make their work
Iy ht and unprofitable.—~DBut {uch as enter the facred
office from proper views, and engage with fincerity
of heart to budd up the kingdom of God on earth,
will find enough to employ ull their talents and all
their time.=~"They will find themfelves fully occupied
in humble endeavours to inftru& the iguorant, to
reclaim the vicious, to {trengthen the wavering, and
confole thofe who are under difcouragements.

The Minifter of a large parifh has no time which
he can fay is his own.—Preparing difcourfes and
delivering them, vifiting the fick and afflicted, at-
tending to the concernments of his own family, and
to a varicty of calls, many of which at times and {ea-
fors unexpeclted, and frequently inconvenient, give
han as much occupation as any man need have.

Befides the real labour, which the faithful Minif-
ters of relicion are called to perform, the concern
which is on their mind about the fpiritual condition
of the people committed to their charge, wears on
their {pirits, and breaks their reft.  How often do
they lament, that they labour i vain, and fpend their
firength m vain! How often do they lament, that
notwithfianding all they can do, vice is ftill increaf-
ing, and few among their hearers appear to be feri-
oufly inquiring the way to Zion!

People who are religious, themfelves, will efteem
the Minifiers of religion, when they fee them dili-
cent in the work to which they are called, and con-
ftant in their cndeavours to promote the beft interefts
ct their fellow creatures,

il People may be fzid to know their Religious
Initiwdors,—By fupporting them.,

From
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From the charge which St. Paul gave to the min-
ifters whom he ordained, and the charge which 1s
always given to Gofpel Miniiters when entering on
their imporant work, you will learn, they arc bound,
not only to devote themiclves to the Lord, but to
employ all their talents and «// thar time in his
fervice.

Timothy was charged to give attendance to read-
ing, to exhortation, and to doétrine. ¢ Meditate on
thele things : Give thyfelf awbolly to them.”

But how can a man give himfclf wholly to the
work of the miniflry, while he is entanoled with the
world, and s obliged to labour in the ficld, a con-
fiderable part of his time, to procure food and cloth-
ing for himfelf, an for his family ?

While the fyftem of religions worfhip was under
the immediate direction of Almighty God, He made
fuch provifion for the fupport of the Priefts unl
Levites, whom He called to minifter in holy things,
as made them comfortable, and fecured them from
anxicty.

With that part of the produce of the carth, which
every man who was concerned in agriculture, and
in the culture of the vine and of fruit trecs, was held
to confribute, together with a certain portion of the
offerings which were brought before the Lord, the
Priefts and the Levites had a conftant and ample
{upport.

The tithes, the firft-fruits, and the portien of the
facrifices which were ordered for the Priclts and
Levites, were not confidered as pr-/nts, which re-
quired their thankes, to the perions who brousht
them ; Lut they were ordained by God hunleli, and

wcere
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were the compenfation which they had a right ta
expeQ, for their time, and {ervices.

The eftablifhment for the fupport of the Minifters
of religion, under the Jewith Difpenfation, was an
eflential part of the fyftem, and {ettled by the au-
thority, whicii appcinted the facrifices, and the
Priefthood.—Their fupport being fecure, they were
able to give themfelves awholly to their work, and to
continue d-ily miriftering unto the Lord. » “uout
fears for themfelves, or their families.

Look now into the New Teftament, and you will
learn what was the opinion of the founders of the
Chriftian church, with refpe@ ~ the fupport of
Gofpel Minifters. | |

It was clearly the opinion of the Apoftle Paul,
that as fure and certain provifion ought to be made
tor the Minifters of Religion under the Gofpel Dif-
penfation, as was made for the Priefts and Levites
under the difpenfation of Mofes. To this fubject he
had refpect in feveral of his epiftles, but in fome
parts of his firft epiftle to the Corinthians, he 1s very
clear and explicit.

¢ Who,” fays he, ¢ gocth a warfare at any time,
‘¢ at his own charges? Who planteth a vineyard,
¢ and eateth not of the fruit thereof ? or who feed-
“ eth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the
¢ {lock? Say I thefe things as a man? or faith not
¢ the law the fame alfo? For it is written in the law
«“ of Mofcs, Thou fhalt not muzzle the mouth of
¢ the ox, that treadeth out the corn. Doth God
¢ take care for oxen? or fai.  “e it altogether for
““ our fakes ? For our fakes, n.  ubt, this is writ-
“ten; that he that ploughcth 1nould plough in
“ hepe; and that he that threfheth in hope fhould

“he
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« be partaker of his hope.—If we have fown unte
¢¢ you fpiritual things, is it a great thing if we fhall
“ reap your carnal things? Do ve not know that
¢ they which minifter about holy things /ive of the
¢ things of the temple ? and they which wait at the
< altar, are partakers with the altar ?’—The infer-
ence, from the preceding reafoning 1s encrgetic and
convincing ;—* Ewven fo bath the Lord ordained,
¢ that 1hey which preach the gofpely fhould live of the
“¢ gqué’l.”

From the eftablifhment which God faw fit to
make for the Minifters of Religion under the law,
the Apoftle taught Chriftians what they were to
confider as duty under the gofpel difpenfation.

It is true, the Apoftle, at fome times, engaged in
the warfare at his own charges, and laboured with
his hands, to procure the means of {ubfiftence ; but
while he thus fupported himfelf, he let the people to
whom he miniftered know, he had a juft claim to
fupport from them; and u.cordingly he blamed
them for their neglect.

In the declining ftate of the Jewifh nation and
government, multitudes forfook the worfhip of the
true God, and joined with the heathen round about
them in idolatrous prattices. As the religion in
which they had been educated, was a reftraint on
their paflions, and their guilty purfuits of pleafure,
it was their with to overthrow the fyftem, and put
an end to ancient eftablifhments.

"T'he moft practicable method to effe& their wicked
purpoies, was to withhold the fupport, which from
the days of Mofes, had been given to the Pricfts and
Levites.—They not only withheld the fupport which
they had been accuftomed to give to thofe who min-

tered
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iftered at the altar, but they withheld the offerings
which their laws required them to make to the Lord.
This depraved condition of the Jewifh nation, Mala-
chi defcribes, in the 3d chapter of his prophecy.
«¢ Even from the days of your fathers, ye are gone
“away from mine ordinances, and have not kcpt
¢ them.”—< Will a man rob God? Yet ye have
¢ robbed me. But ye fay, wherein have we robbed
¢ thee >—In tithes and offerings.—Ye are curfed
<¢with a curfe: for ye have robbed me, even this
¢ whole nation. DBring yc all the tithes into the
¢ {tore-houfe, that there may be meat in mine houle,
¢ and prove me now herewith, faith the Lord of
¢ Hofts, if I will not open to you the windows of
¢ heaven, and pour you out a bleifing.”

¢¢ About one hundred and thirty years before our
¢ Saviour’s incarnation,” a lcarned writer on the
civil and ecclefiaftical rites of the ancient Hebrews,
informs us, ¢ corruption fo prevailed, that the peo-
¢ ple in a magpner negle&ed all tithes,”#

The

* Godwyn’s Mofes and Aaron.

Note. Although a prejudice has been long fixed in the
minds of men, againft Tithes, a wifer {yltem for the fupport of
religion and learning, cannot perhaps be formed by the wif-
dom of man: TLis fyftem indeed was not formed by man’s
wifdom, but by the wifdom of God.—It was the maft cortain,
becaufe it was fixed on the fruits of the earth ;—on the nocet-
faries of life, and not on a fludnating medium.-—[t was the
moit eqral, and confequently the molt favoarable to the pocr.
Thofe who had but liide, gave a tenth part of that little 5 and
thofc who had large eftates, gave tithes of 2!l they poiivifed.—
That fyftem of taxaticn, for the fuppert of civil or of religious
wftitutions, which lays as great a burden on people in moderate
circumilunces, as it dees on thof> who wbound i wealth, is
unjufl and oppredive.

i
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The worthip of God was negle@ted ; the reftrainte
of religion being removed, the nation of the Jews
became more and more corrupt, until their iniquitics
proved their ruin,  After {uflering the calamities
which refulted from their indulgence in abominable
vices, and from the malignity of party rage, they
fcll before their encinies @ their temple was burnt
-—their city was deftroyed ;—their government was
wholly overthrown, and the miferable furvivors of
their ruined ftate, were difperfed into all quarters
of the world, and remain to this day, as monuments
of the righteous difpleafure of Heaven.

We add once more.

IV. People may be faid to know their Religious
Inftruétors,—By calling to mind, the counfels and
the admonitions which they had given, when, by
reafon of death, or removal, they can give no more.

It is a common obfervation, that we know not
how to value the privileges which we have enjoyed,
until we are deprived of them.—You will not, I
hope, charge me with flattering the profeflion to
which 1 belong, although I apply the preceding ob-
fervation to the particular which we are now con-
fidering. It is not always the cafc, that people pay
the attention which is due, to the inftrutions and
admonitions which are given them by their {piritual

guides,

It is well known, that the r/ value of the fame nominat
fum in money, 1s extremely dificrent at difercn times.—The
{ufferings to which all thofe deferiptions of people have Leen
fubjected, who depend for the fupport «f their families, on
Jalaries fixed on the current moncy oi tlie country, arc juft rea-
fons of complaint : Dut in many inftances, thofe complaints
have been difregarded.-—Public men have performed their du
tics, although their conmpentitions were far thort of what had
been prona©d them.
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euides, while they are with them, and they have fre-
quent opportunities to hear them : But when thofe
who have fpoken to them the words of life, are
removed from them, or by reafon of infirmities are
rendered incapable of {peaking any more to them,
they are {enfible oi their lofs, and they fecl an affec-
tion for their fpiritual inftruors, which they knew
but little of before. When deftitute of the means
of religion, or labouring through difficulties and
oppofition, to obtain a new fettlement of the Gofpel
Miniftry, it 1s not an uncommon thing for people to
with for the privileges they once had, but which
they are now confcious that they negleCted. While
their inftructors were with them, and they had daily
opportunities to cenverfe with them and to hear
them, they faw their imperfeCtions, and perhaps they
magnitied thera 3 but when removed, and to be
with them no more, thofe who had b:en difpofed to
watch them with a critical eye, will think more
favourably of them and feel inclined to contemplate
their wirtucs, rather than their failings.

With a difpofition of mind, thus foftened by the
death or by the ablence of thofe who have given us pi-
ous inftruction, and have admonifhed us, we fhall re-
colle&t their counfels, and the paftoral labours which
they beltowed upon us with pleafure and with profit.
"The tme will not permit me to add any thing more
under this particular,~—-

A few obfervations are yet to be made, on the im-
portance of peace and unity in the church of Chrift.

Chrift is the Prince of Peace : His kingdom is a
kingdom of peace ; and in proportion to the eftab-
lifhment of his kingdom, peace will be eftablifhed on
the earth.

Peace
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Peace and unity, to a certain degree, are effential
to the profperity of all focieties, and particularly
thofe which are of a religious kind.

Contentions in churches arc the molt unhappy
contentions, that ever take place. No contentions
have more engaged the paflions of the human mind :
None have had a more unhappy cffect on the indi-
viduals who have been engaged in them, and on the
fociety of friends.—Contentions about fubjects of a
religious nature have been known to break up the
beft neighbourhood, and put men at enmity with
each other, who had lived in great harmony.

As the apoftle Paul was well acquainted with the
operations of the human mind, and had himfelf felt
the force of prejudice and party zeal, he was well
qualified to inculcate peace and unity, on the mem-
bers of Chriftian churches. He knew the mmpor-
tance of thofe excellent difpofitions.—Where they
were wholly wanting, he knew there could be no true
religion ; for where there is contention, ¢ envying
< and ftrife, there is confufion and every evil work.”

The Church of Chiift in this place, will permit
me, in the name of the Paftors and Brethren con-
vened on this occafion, to leave the fame advice
with you, that St. Paul left with the Theflalonian
Chriftians : ¢ We befeech you, brethren, to know
¢ them which have laboured among you, and have
‘been over you in the Lord, and have admonifhed
‘you; and efteem them higaly in love, for their
¢ works fake ; and be at peace among yourfelves.’

But a few years have pafled away, fince we rejeiced
with you, in the happy fetilement of a Goipel Min-
ifter. TFrom the talents which he poflefed, his ap-

parcnt
c
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parent health, his youth, his virtues and litcrary ac-
quirements, we flattered ourfclves, that yox would
enjoy much happinefs in his labours, and wwe in his
{ociety and occafional affiftance.—But it pleafed
God to vifit him with ficknefs, and to render his
future ulefulnefs among you extremely precarious.—
¢ On account of a long ftate of fceble health, and
the exilting circumftances of the town,” he ¢ pro-
pofed a feparation of his paftoral connexion” with
you.*

The Ecclefiafltical Council now prefent, have been
made acquainted with your proceedings in confe-
quence of the above propofal ; and, although with
deep regret, that a feparation has become expedient,
they concur with you, in the adt, this day pafled,
by which the connexion, which fubfifted between
you and your late Paftor, was diffolved.

As the connexion between the Paftor and the
Flock is a tender and 1mportant one, a feparation,
we know, cannot take place without painful exer-
cifes.—A munifter cannot have lived a number of
years, in friendfhip and good neigibourhood with
his people, without forming attachments : when a
feparation takes place, the feelings of the minifter,
and the feelings of the people with whom he has
lived in aflection, will be peculiarly afllictive.~We
prey God to comfort all who fuel forrow, on this
occafion !

You will remember the apoftolic exhortation, in
the words before us.  You will cultivate a {pirit of
love one towards another, and let no remembrance

ot

* To tus propofal, the Church gave their public wfitnt,
mthe pretence of the Councily and the whole affembly conven-
«d cn the occation.
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of any former uncomfortable circumitances, prevent
the future harmony of the Church and of the Town,
or impede the happy re-fettlement ot a gofpel min-
ifter. May God diret your thoughts to fome one,
who by a pleafing combination of prudence and
piety, of talents and urbanity, thall unite you in aflve-
tion, and by his miniftrations, prepare you for that
perfect ftate, where your happinels fhall be undif-
turbed and complete forever.

Reverend and dear Brother, as the paftoral rela-
tion, which, for feveral years paft, fubfifted between
you and the Religious Socicty in this place, is now
diffolved, you will permit me to addrefs you, in the
name of your Brethren, convened on this painful
occafion.

W forrowed greatly when we faw your health
failing, and from the fymptoms of ferious diforder,
we feared you would no longer be able to labour
with us in the ¢ineyard.—We now gladly behold
the hopeful appearance of returning health; and
we rejoice in your dcetermination to employ what
time and health may be given you, in the work of
the miniftry.  Our hearts’ defire and prayer to God
for you is, that an eflectual door may he opened tor
your future ufefuluels ; that you may be the happy
inftrument of turning many from darknefs to 1i rhe,
and from fin to God ;—and that finally, vou mav
be admitted 1nto the kingdom ot your Divine Malter,
and be with him torever.

By events which are daily takims plice) we are
reminded of the uncertain nature of all our tenpo-
ral cnjoyments.  After a bude while, and evay
connexion on carth vl come o an code he
connexion between rulers and rul -y botweon paitors

1ed
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and people, between hufbands and wives, between
parents and children, are temporal connexions;
and however dear and important,—however necef-

fary to our prefent comfort, they are temporal, and
muft be diflolved.

We fhall be feparated from thofe whom we moft
dearly efteem.—God grant the ieparation may be
fhort ! Then may we meet, never more to part.

With the multitude of the redeemed, of all na-

tions and kindreds, and people and tongues, may
we unite, in afcribing blefling and glory, and hon.
our and power, unto our God, forever and ever.

AMEN.



APPENDTIX

THE Rev. Mr. M<KtaN, our worthy Paftor,
having propofed a diffolution of the paftoral connexion be-
tween him and the Church in Milton, on acconunt of his

feeble ftate of health, and exifting circumitances in the
town :

WE, the Members of the Church, upon mature delib-
eration, do agree to his propofal, and confent to his refign-
ing his paftoral oflice among us.

Whilft we thus jive our concurrence with this meafure,
we cannot refrain from exprefling our regret and forrow at
the neceflity which feems to be impofed on us, of acqui-
efcing in a feparation from a Paftor whom we unfeignedly
regard and refpect.  'We confider it as a frown of Divine
Providence that we cannot continue to enjoy the labours
of a Minifter fo able and affeltionate.  We requeft him
to accept the declaration of our fenfe of his regard to our
beft interefts, and our efteem of his minifterial and Chrif-
tian chara¢ter. We have fympathized with him in the
difficulties and difcouragements which he has had to en-
counter 3 and feel for him and his family in the prefent
unconfirmed f{tate of his health. If it {hali pleafe God
to enable him to enter upon the exercife of the miniftry
in any other part of the vinevard, we do recommend him
to'the cordial reception of any Chriitian fociety among
whom he may be.

We afk his prayers on our behalf: and for him fuppli-
cate the God of all grace and comfort that his health may be
reftored,
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reftored, his years lengthened, and that Divine Providence
may open a door for his ufefulnefc to that Causk, which
we are perfuaded he is highly qualified and fincerely dif-
pofed to promote.

JOHN CREHORE, Moderator % Of the

i Church 1
CORNEL®* GULLIVER, Scride S Milton

W

fXT the requeft of the Church of Chriftin
Milton, and their Paftor the Rev. Josern M<KraN, by their
letters miflive, relative to a propofed feparation between
them on account of his feeble health and the exifting cir-
cumftances of the town ; and requefting afliftance in effe&t-
ing that feparation, agreeably to the ufage of the Congre-
gational Churches; an ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL
convened at Miiton, on the 3d of O¢tober, 1804, confift-
ing of the following Churches, (being all that were {ent to)
ViZ. |

Second Church, Boflon, Rev. Joun Latexor, D.D. Pa/-
for ; SAMUEL Parkmaxn, Elq. Delegate.

New North Church, Bgfon, Rev. Joun Erior, D. D.
Paftor ; Deacon Joun Simpkins, and Deacon Josern KeT-
TLE, Delegates.

New South Church, Bofon, Rev. J. T. Kirkraxn, D. D.
Paftor ; Deacon JoserH FiLp, Delegate.

Third Church in the zd Parith of Dedbamm, Rev. JaBEZ
CHICKERING, Paflor ; Deacon Jusse Gay, Delegate.

Firft Church in Roxbury, Rev. ErirnarLeT PORTER,
Paflor ; NatrHaNicL Rucerrs, Efq. Delegate.

Church in Canton, Rev. Zrcnarian Howarp, Paflor ;
Deacon BEnjamin Tucker, Delegate.

Church in Dorchefler, Reve T, M. Harris, Paflor ;
Moses LvereTT, Efq. Delegate.

'I'he Council having made choice of the Rev.Dr. Lathrop
as Moderotory and of the Rev. 'I'. M. Harris as Scribe, after

praves
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prayer by the Moderator for Divine light, guidance, and
blefling ; the Council attended to the feveral doings of the
Church and Town, as entered upon their refpective records,
and the papers conneéted with them. Whereupon they

came to the following RESULT, which was unanimoufly
voted.

The Council confider with great regret that feeble ftate
of health in the Paftor of the Church, and thofe exifting
circumftances in the Town relating to the provifion for
his fupport which have led to meafures for a feparation of
their mutual connexion. DBut, as the parties concerned
have, by a majority, finally agreed to this feparation, as
appears to us by the records of the Church and Town ;
this Council, having examined the proceedings thercon,
do confider them ecclefiaftically regular and valid, and are
of opinion that the paftoral relation between the Rev. Jo-

Y

sePH MKEAN and the Church of Chrift in Milton does
from this time ceafe. Amidit their concern and forrow
on account of this event, it 1s with great fatisfaétion that
they have attended to the cvidences of a Chriftian {pirit
and of regard towards their Paftor which thie Church have
given. They earneftly pray and hope that this Church
and people may dwell together in love, keeping the unity
of the {pirit in the bond of peace, and may confider their
fituation with religious fcrioufnefs and humility, and that
He who is the repairer of breaches and the reftorer of
paths to dwell in, may in his own due tur.e fupply the va-
cancy now made, with an able and faithful Paftor, who
may be with them without fear, enjoying their affection
and refpelt.

The Council do exprefs their affeCtionate fympathy with
their Brother the Rev. Jcrepn MeKEeaw, and fully concur
with the Church in their teftimonial to his minifterial
and Chriftian character.  "They recommmend him to the cor-
dial communion of Minifters and Churches, befeeching
the God and Father o our Lord Jefus Chritt, the God of

il
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all grace and confolation, that he may be enabled rightly
to bear and improve his trials, may have health to enter
upon the facred work in fome other part of our Lord’s
vineyard, and may receive the divine blefling upon himfelf,

his family, and his labours.

JOHN LATHROP, Moderator.
THADDEUS M. HARRIS, Scribde.



