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ADVERTISEMENT.

T HE following Sermon i pullifhed as i
was delwvered. Though additions and altera.
lrons might have been profitably made, yet it
was fuppofed, that it would be moft accepi
~alle, mn this foym, to all, of that numerous

and refpellalle @C?}al{y, who honored it with
thar hearing,

Tuat it moy tend o inculcate thefe ﬁrfnq
ciples which led to our glorious revolution,
awaken our gratitude to Almigh'y God for
lis many bleffings, and contribute to the gt
neral caufe of lberty, is the ardent wifl and

Jencere avm of

Tur AUTHOR,
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PSALM xvi 6.

- Tuar LINES ARE FALLEN UNTO ME IN
PLEASANT Praces; vea, I Have a
GOoODLY HERITAGE.

YN thefe words the Phlmilt celebrates
the agreeable and advantageous {itua-
tion 1n which he was placed by Divine
Providence. It was fuch as adminiftered
to his earthly comfort, and tended to pro-
mote his eternal welfare. |

Tue like manner of expreflion may,
with propriety, beé ufed by every Ameri-
can; and 1t affords, on this aufpicious day,
a fuitable and profitable {ubject for onr
meditation. By the choice of 1t, I {hall, at
leaft, avoid the beaten path of a minute re-

cual of events during our revolution ; and
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if the performance difappoint the hopes,
or if {ome things be introduced which
would, at any other time, be improper in
the pulpit, a judicious and candid audience
will readily excule me.,

WitHOUT incurring the charge of local
'prejudices, illibéral alperfions of others,
or untealonable partiality to ourlelves, we
may {ay, that our. country is highly favor-
ed of God ; that the fznes, which meafure
our mheritance, are fallen in pleafunt pla-
ces 5 yea, that we have a goodly /wmfage.
This will appear when we confider the
natural advantages which we enjoy ; the
confirtution of our civil government'; and
~our réligious privileges. Let us take a
curfory view of each of thefe; and then
attend to fome refleftions which the {ub-

ject, together with the occafion, may in-
{pire,

First, The natural advantages of out
country are many and great. The terri-
tory is extenfive, the foil luxurlant the
climatés and ‘produdtions various. We



Or AMERIC A 0

Hollels m abundance every thing neceflary
for our {upport, comfort and ftrength.
The lofty mountains and the fruiful ml
lies, the waving forelts and the Ipreading
lawns, the magnificent rivers and the com-
mod1ious h'ubour% contribute to the deliglit
and accommodation of the 1n! 1blt.,..JL5.
The means of exportation abread, and ot
intercourie with one another, are conve-
nient and cafy,

In the dn"erﬁt} of the advantages whiciy
the States enjoy there 15 a ldunblancc (O
the divifion of the land of Canzan among
the tribes of Ifrael. To Judah wasgiven
country abounding with vines and 1_;9{‘ GIc s
to -Afher, one plenteous i oil, won and
brals ; to Zebulonand Hiachar, fuch as was
famous for fca-ports ; and thus, were dif-
tributed among them their 1&10”&1\*‘ aiiis,
which, while they needed not to d-‘“m‘*nrl
on other nations, taught them the necelitty
of union among themlelves, as confpiring
to promote thetr common wellare.  Is ne

the aeneral dcfulpu(m which is otven m.'

)5
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their country,equally, 1f not more appiica-
ble to our own ? Aland of brooks of water,
of fountains, and depths that fpring out of
valleys and halls ; a land of wheat,and barley,
and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates ;
a land of ovl-olrve, and honey ; a land where-
in thou fhalt eat bread witnout fcarcenefs,
thou [halt not lack any thing m it ; a land
whofe flones are 1rom, and out of whofe hulls
thou mayeft dig brafs.* He,whofe the fea s,
and whole sands formed the dry land, hath
here lavilhed his bounty, and, as 1f on pur-
pole, referved the beft for the lateft dif~
covery ; he hath united, in this one, all
the excellencies of the other parts of the

earth.

TroucH much fhll remains to be done,
yet the improvement of thefe advantages
has been, for the time, uncommonly rapid.

Lels than two centuries ago, what was this
now pleafant country ! A difmal wilder-

nels ; the habitation of wild beafts, and
of favage men.. Where now the populous

* Deut, vint, 7,8, 9,
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city lifts 1ts {pires, the {olitary wigwam
ftood ; where commerce {preads its fails,
was {een the bark canoe; and where the
found of indufiry 1s heard, and all the arts
of civilized life tlourifh, indolence, rude-
nels, and 1gnorance, held a gloomy reign.
It our country has, fo {uddenly, rifen into
eminence, what may be expefled when
time has given 1t maturity, rendered its
population complete, and called forth all
its exertions ? Then will it be rich, power-
tul, and happy. Then will Aer wildernefs
become like Eden, and her defert like the
garden of the Lord ; joy and gladnefs fhall
ve found therem, thank(giving, and the voice
of melody.®

As we are not left to dependupon other
countries for our neceflaries and comforts,
lo our being removed at {o greata diltance
from them, 1s no {mall advantage. We
have thus, lefs temptation to invade, and
are lefs liable to be invaded; we are 1n lefs

danger of being infefted with foreign vices,

# I‘/EH‘{I}Z H: «

n
O
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and involved mintrigues and wars, Hap-
pily, indeed, that deﬁle of conquell, and
love of dommation, which have {o long
actuated’ the kingdoms of the world, and
made man a {courge to man,do not attuate
our -nation. - Separated, by Providence,
{rom the continual jealoufies, and bloody
diflenfions of the old W otld, our endeavour
15, to -cultivate every ufeful art, to enjoy
1n peace, ; the bleflings which Heaven hath
heltowed; and to éxtend them to all within
our-xeach,. This is a more noble ambition
dmn'Rom’aﬁs everkngw ; a more jult glory
than to enlar ge our dominion, or leck to
build our advancément on the degradation

of others.

I 15 caule of regret at this day, that the
{word which had been fheathed, is now
drawn againft fome of the Indian tribes.
Who does not ardently wifh, that peace
may be Ipeedily reftored ; that the natives
ol this land, inftead, of being extirpated,
may exchange the hatchet for the book of
civine knowledge ; and that we may be
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ibrought to rejolce together as children of
the fame Almighty Parent, and partakers
of the fame common nature ! Though 1t
be ordered, 1 the courfe of events, that
we poflels their land, yet'we owe them
juftice and charity ; we owe them our at-
tempts to recover them from abafement,

that {o they may enjoy with us the defira-
ble inheritance.

In fhort, when we conlider the manner
in which this new world has been opened
to us, 1ts furlt fettlement, the growing num-
ber of 1ts mhabitants, the great advanta.
ges aflorded, the profpetts fsll 1 view,
with every circumitance, may we not ad-
drefs the fupreme Ruler of the univerfe m
thefe beautiful words ofthe Plalmilt? 77ou
haft brought a vine out of Egypt ; thou haft
cafl out the heathen, and planted . Thou
preparedfl voom before 1t, and dudfi caufe it to
take deep root, and it filled the land. The
fulls were coveved with the fradow of 1t, and
the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedais.
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She [ent out her boughs unto the fea, and hey
branches unto the river *

BuT all thefe natural advantages would
be in vain, were we deprived of liberty.
We could then neither improve, norenjoy
them. Oppreflion breaks the {puits of
men, and {inks them into grofs and {tupid
ighorance. Time was, when Demoﬂhenes
fhook all Greece with the tempeit of his
-eloguence ; and when Cicero, 14 his flow
ing {trains, gained on the Roman Senate.
Greece and Rome were then {ree, Liber«
ty is now gone, and their glory is no more,
Time avas, when there were {even churches
in Afia, and pure religion beamed, where
now ignorance and {uperitition brood, and
where the Turk, dreaming of a Mahome-
tan paradile, {leeps his hife away. The
inhabitants of thefe places leem, at prefent,
to be-a different race of men. Even the
milk and honey of Canaan are long fince
converted nto gall and wormwood. The
finelt country, when enflaved, 15 a region

$= PJEIEFEJ, lxxx- 8"‘"1 l.q
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of darknefs, poverty, and barbarty;, m
which human beings drag out a miferable
exiitence.

e What 1s hife ?

« *Tis not to ftalk about and draw freth air
« From time to time, or gaze upon the lun:

«« 'Tis — to be free. When liberty 15 gone,
¢ Lile grows infipid, and has loft 1ts relifh.”

[y iy —

This leads me to remark,

In the {econd place, That we miherit
pleafant Hlaces, on account of the conflity-
tion of our cvil government. This has
not been impofed upon us by the will of a
conqueror, nor received through neceility,
but formaily and deliberately cholen by
ourfelves. When obliged to {eparate from
that empire to which we belonged, parti-
cular conflitutions were framed by the fe-
veral States, and articles of confederation
for the government of the whole, on fuch
principles as were then judged to be cc1-
formable to the equality mm human na-

ture, and confiftent with public peace and
tranguility,
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It becomes us here, to acknowledge
with gratitude, the peaceable and unani-
mous manner 1n which a change, m our
national government, has been elletted.
‘Experience having thown the defetts of
the firft, another, after long conlultation,
has been propoled and adopted ; yea,
amendments again to this have been offer-
ed, and time, we truft, will bring 1t to as
much perfeGtion as human things will ad-
mit, We have beheld a people, diftant, and
various in their habits, united beyond the
moll fanguine expeftation ; a conflitution
formed in the bofom of peace ; received
by all the States, after full and able difcul-
fion in each ; enforced by no other wea-
pons than reafon and argument ; no other
thunder heard than the thunder of debate.
Has God, then, at any time, interpoied
more remarkably for us? Do we not, every
thing confidered, ftand fingle among all
the nations of the earth? Other revolutions
may have been more diverfified and Iplen-
did, but, furely, none 1s -more honorable
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to- human nature, and none {o hikely to

produce fuch happy efletts.

As far as this conftitution has been tried,
its influence 1s found to be {afe and benefi-
cial. Itis a reprefentation of the people
{rom whom all légiti;nate govéi*nment 1S
dertved. Itisa government of laws, not
of men. It promiles to unite mitdnels and
energy ; to fecure and defend ; to fteerthe
happy medium between oppreflion and li-
‘centioufnefs. It 15 calculated toencourage
genius, and bring merit to view frém- this
obfcure walks of life. ‘Titles and birtl
give no claim to rank-or precedence ; but
a capactty for bulmels, with ]'eai‘ning, elo-
quence, and virtue, are the {ureft ways to
rife to honor and preferment. ’

It 15 foreign, ‘h{f;weve‘f, to my delign to
pi;on'ounce an culogium on the conftitution.
There are thofe who can better paint is

excellencies,and thole who are more cagle
eyed to {can its defetts, and watch s ten-

dency. It rather belonigs to my place to
e -
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celebrate the goodnefs of God, 'in confer.
‘ring upon us the blefling of liberty. How

cligible does our fitvation appear, when
we look around us in the world ! Only'a
1mall part enjoys even the fhadow of liberty,
The great bulk of mankmd are under the
moft galling “and lgnomlmous lervitude.
A few are exalted to more than men, and
the reft made lefs, to the debalement and
“reproach of human nature. OSurely the
‘diftinétion 1n favor ot ourfelves deferves an
honorable mention, and the higheft praifeis
‘to be alcribed to the Father of lights, from
whom every good gift, and every perfelt gift
cometh down.

* 'Crvie liberty is a bleffing the more pre-
“clous, becaufe with it are connetted the
Tights of conicience. Where {lavery pre-
“vails thefe are always infringed. In this
country, as they are well underftood, {o
they are prelerved imviolate. This is

Tz laft refpe& 1n which 1t appears that
we have a4 goodly heritage. Here, no par-
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siculatr modes of faith, or worlhip are
eftablifhed. No undue preference is given
to one denomination of religion above an=.
other. E\'erjf one {lands upon equal foot-
ing, and can prove {uccelstul; only by the
- piety, virtue, learning, and liberalny ofts
profeflors. Human eftablithments have
~ always been made engines of {tate-policy ;
they have promoted hypocrily and infi-
delity ; they have perpetuated error, and
reflramed that {ree {pirit of enquiry which
qonduces o inprovement,

Tur government which Jefus Chrift hath
inftituted in his Church 1s diftin&t from the
power which appertains to the kingdoms
of this world, and it confifls in infliting
ipiritual pains 3 in admonitions, reproofs,
cenfures, and exclufion from memberfhip.
- The members of the Church, indeed, are
alfo members of civil {ociety, and fubjett
toall 1ts laws, fo far asis confiftent with a-
good confcience ; but the. great evil has
been 1n the civil magiftrate ufurping the
throne of Chnift and_exercifing fpiritual
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dominion. The Churchand the State, ng
doubt, mutually affit and fupport one ana
other, but they have, tco otten, been un-
lawfully blended. 'The Church alks and
needs no afliltance except the proteétion
of 1ts rights ; and 1t willingly yields to ci-
vil government the fureft fupport, by dif-
fuﬁnfr knowledge, and promotlng lwhteﬂ
oufnel and peace among men,

~ Revricious freedom banifhed from cve-
vy other corner of the earth has erected her
{tandard 1n thele States, and kindly 1nvites
the opprefled from all quarters to repair hi-
ther. Here are no fire and faggots, no pains
and emoluments of anykind, to force thefe
{entiments, or the otlier upon them. Reli-
gion pure and undefiled {olicits their regard.
The heaven-born maid 15 not drefled or
daubed with human mventions.  She trufts
to her native charms and alls a willmg
love—Here 15 an afy]dm for you, our
brethren of the old world, whole lives are
cmbittered by the cruel impolitions of men;
the fruit of whole labours go to lupport
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1azy prlc{‘ts and Tuxurious punces s whe,
though you rife early and late take reli,
:Obtam only a {canty {ubliflence for your-
elves and families. TForfake your hard
talk-mafters. Refule to dig an ungrateful
{o1] which will not yield you bread. Hafle
you to the fertile plains of America. Fill
her new, and as yet, uninhabited territory.
She opens wide her arms to embrace mil-
lions, and waits to crown all the mduftri-
ous and virtwous with plenty and happis
nels,® |

NoT only do we enjoy the right of pri-
vate judgment 1n matters of confcience, but
the golpel 1s preached and its ordinances
adminiflered throughout a great part of ou
land. Without thiis we would be lefs civil-
1zed, and lefs free.  "This truly renders our
land a pleafunt place and a goodly heritare.

# Defides the number of inhabitants which the ol! States can
receive, and indeed, arenccefary for their profer cusliatin, e
Western Terr1TORY abone, 15 vaflly extenfroe. It 15 com.
puted to contitn 220,000,0c0 acres: of land, and s fard, by
Lhofe who have explorved ity 1o be inferiomy in fertidity, fuluort'y,

and conviniency, tonocountry upon carth
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What 1s this world but the beginning of an,
eternal fcene ¥ What 15 an extenfive and
beautiful country, what hiberty with all itg
concomitant bleflings, deftitute of the wor<,
{lup of our Creator, and.the hope of dwell<
ing 1n his prefence when the fafhion of this
world fhall have. paffed away ? Though
the rights of man be mvaluable, yet we.
may fuccelstully plead for thefe and be for~
¢ver unhappy hereafter. Thus is life eferw
nal, that they might know thee, the only true.
God, and ¥fus Chrift whom thow hafl fent.%.
The abundant means ¢ this knqwlcdge are.
within our powerg

ConsipERING the fituation of our couna
¢ry in this refpe€t, we {ee thele words of.
the prophet fulfilled ; The wildernefs and.
ihe folitary place fhall be glad for them ; and:
the defert fhall rejorce, and bloffom as therofe.
It fhall bloffom abundantly, and rejoice even
with joy and finging ; the glory of Lebanon.
Jhall be grven unto it the excetlency of Car-,
mel and Ska;'mn - they fhall fee the glory of

Fohn xvii, 3«



the Lord, and the excellency of our God—I
the wildernefs fhall waters break out and

Streams i the defert.®

Having now fhown, that the words of
the Pfalmift equally exprels our own pri-
vileges, and are an acknowledgment highly
proper from each of us, let us reflet more
particularly, |

First, On the diftinguithing goodnels
of God 1n giving us this fair mnheritance,
and in defending it againft thofe who
{ought unjultly to deprive us. The earth 1s
the Lord’s,and the fulnefs thereof ; the world,
and they that dwell theremt  Of whom is
it, that we inhabit this land rather than
another ? Of whom, that we are {urround-
ed with {o many bleflings ? Of whom, that
we enjoy civil and religious liberty ? Surely
it 15 of the Lord, and he 1s entitled to all
the pratfe. He gave to the renowned Co-
lumbus that {pirit of curiofity, that bold-
nels of enterprife, that contempt of danger,

o I_/-‘I-a;f, XXXV, 1, 2, 6; 'i' QE{HI Exiv. 1, ‘
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and that firmnefs of perfeverance,which led
hlm through unexplored leas and diftrefl-
1no~ hardlhlpq to the dlfcovcry of. thls Vaﬁ
continent ; where he found the native ¢ girt
with feather'd cinCture, naked elfe and wild
among the trees onifles and woody {hores.”
It was the Lord who condufted to this
place the original fettlers; {upported them
under all their dithculties, caft out the heathen
before them, and divided them an inheritance
by lne, and ?mde them to c’~ucé£ i ther

tents,” ®

NoT to carry our attention {o far back,
who, of later years, hath fuftained us in a
mighty conteft for every thing which we
held dear ? Who united us 1n a common
caufe 7 Who infpired and enabled us, un-
acquainted with war, and unpreparcd, to
withltand an expertenced and tormidable
enemy ? Who dilconcerted their {lrata-
gems, gave us powm ful allies, encouraged
our {uflering army, crqwned them with

fignal vittories, and who, i fo fhort a

* Pfuln lxkviii, 55:
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time, gladdened our hearts with peace?
Of whom 1s 1t, that to day we commeino-
rate our exiftence as a nation, and rejoice
in the profpett of growing profperity ¢
Surely thefe are the doings of the Lord,
whole interpofitions 1 our favor were {o
numerous and remarkable, that they can
never be forgotten, When this page of
hiftory is revolved, it will fkew to the ge-
neration to come, the praifes of the Lord, and
Tus firength, and fius wonderfulworks that he
hath done. That the generation to come micht
know them, even the chuldren which fhould be
born ; who fhould arife and declare them to

thewr children®

WuaT mult have been our condition,
had our enemies fucceeded ? What could
we have expetted from a nation which
dared, in the face o1 Heaven, to aflert a
right to bind us “ m all cales whatfoever,”
and which ftrove to enforce 1t with cruelty
and blood ? What could we have expelted
irom them, when oppoled and irrmated,

& Plalm Ixxvil, 4—0.

D
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but every thing the difappointed hopes,

the mortified pride,and the incenfed wrath
of tyrants could inflit 7 What but delola-
tion, flavery, and death? What, at the beft;
but a life lefs tolerable than the furnace of
Nebuchadnezzar, which was heated . feven
¢umes for thofe who difobeyed his unrigh-
teous decree P* The fruitful field would

{oon have - returned to a w1ldernefs the

nerves of induftry and improvement been
withéred, and a languid fpiridels temper
- pervaded the mhabitants, We would have
been labourers in a vineyard not our own

and though we had borne the heat and
burden of the day, a foreign and unjuft

lord, if he rewarded us with a penny, would

. AB_ﬁ:Zufe power has made tyrants in every age, and thy
Aemper of all tyrants is unvelenting, To thofe who have a due
ﬁqj& of Liberty, death, in any form, is lefs terrible than abjelt
fubmiffion.  Better to Juffer death at once, than to linger on @
rack. Indeed, when the rights of confiience are violated, it bé-
comzs a duty to prefer death to a finful compliance ; and masy
thoufands, in former days, have fuffered worfe thanthe furnace

of Nebuchadnezzar, rather than live in di ﬁrbedzcnee to thee?
God,
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le;i*‘e given us with it, frowns and ill-ufage,
—There 1s no pleafure,evenin hinting thefe
things, farther than may be neceflary to
fhow ‘the greatnels of our deljverancs.
Spirit and ability are givenus, not only to
repair our waltes, but‘to add new improve.
ments and ornaments ; and as.the external
't'racesjof the.war muft foon be eflaced, {o
.ought every unchriftian refentment to be
forever eftaced from our brealts,—Bleffed
bethe ETErRNALSovEREIGN who decreed
us victorious ; who re-animated expiring
liberty, {natched her from, the feet of Kings,
and exhibited her in her'winning form, to
enlighten, to guide, and to. ¢harm the
world. © O fing unfo, the Lovd a new fong.
O clap your hands, all ye people, flout unto
God with the voice of triumph.  For the
Lord moft Highis terrible ; he s a great
King:over allthe earth.  Godis gonewp with
a fhout, the Lord with the found of atyumbet.
Sing prarfestq God, fing prafes; fing pre1f
es-unto our Kung, fing praifes.  Buln young
men and mazdens, old men and claldren

Let them pravfe the mame of the Lord ; for
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his mame alone 15 excellent 5 his glory ig
above the earth and hequen.? o

It has not been unulual, nor will it dainp
the joy of this day, to remember with ten-
“der regard thofe, who fired in their coun-
try’s caufe, ftepped foremolt to the ﬁeldg
and bravely offered up their hves in 1its
defence. They did not live to enjoy the
privileges for which they contended, but

their memory fhall be' dear to us, -and pof-
‘terlty fha“ do Ju.ﬂlr‘.e 10 ther- wmthy char-

alter. “We will teach "our jons Jons how
early'and hownobly Warren fell. Moy -
'¢OMERY, that high-founding name, with
M’'PHELRSON, HL‘WDRICRS CHEESEMAN,
{hall fwell the tale. To thow theprice of 1i-
berty, wewill uncover MERCER’s bleeding
wounds, and traverfe all the fieldsof death,

But why do I mention names? It {eems
almoft injuflice ta others who equally me-
vit our praife, Let the hiftorian faithfully
tell them all, frem Warrzen downto LAv-
reNs, whofe blood laft fireamed in the

caufe. They have nobly fallen, As often

¢ P_ﬁz[m 2lvii.cxlviiig
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as we celebrate this day, while we trim the
laurels on their graves, let the recolleétion
of their virtues animate us with the love
of our country, that for it, when called,
like them we may die. *

WAt tribute {hall be here paid to thofe
who cheerfully underwent every danger
and toil ? Who marched, and fought and
bled? What tribute to the remains of a

moft meritorious army ? What tribute to
their patrimic Leader whom it hath pleafa

ed God to endow with io many rare ta-
lents, and to make no lels diftinguithed
in the arts of peace than of war ? Behold
the rich inheritance with which Providence
hath rewarded your virtuous ftruggle !
Your {words were drawn not only 1n de-
fence of all which we held dear, butin
defence of the rights of mankind. Under
God you have been fuccelsful.  His right
hand and his holy arm hath goiten ham ine
viflory. May you live long to enjoy the
bleffings which you have been mitrumen-
tal in procuring, and may generations yet
to come arife and call you blefled. .
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ANOTHER Important refle€tion on this
fubje®, atd the'laft which fhall be men-
tioned s, that the privileges conferred
upon us-call for our faithful and diligent
improvement. Is our country pleafant
and fertile ? -It 1s our duty to contribute ta
the advancement of agriculture, mapufac.
tures and commerce. Are we a free pec-
ple ? It.is our duty to {upport and encour-
age government ; to be obedient {ubjetts;

to diffufe krowledge among all clafles of
men; as being the moft effeCual {afe-guard
of liberty. . Enlighten mankind and you
cannot enflave them, Defpotlc gOVErns
‘ment makes them ignorant and barbarous,

and when thus reduced, they are ne;the;‘

-able nor will g to break the yoke.1

. To call to mmd the natural equahty of |
:men,.to,‘ Leep ‘ahve the {pirt of liberty, and
to diftule Iin,bwle_dgc and happinefls, have
given rife to fubordinate focicties in free
States ; and thefe are held out as the great
objets of that Sogiety at whofe defire I ad-
drefs you to day. . They are plamly and
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doncilely exprefled 1n thefe words of their
“public conftitution; “ It fhall conne&t in
the 1ndifloluble bonds - of PaTrioTic
FRIENDSHIP, AMERICAN BRETHREN, of
known attachment to the political rights of
human natufe, and the liberties of this
country.” Somewhat fimilat are the revo.
Yution and conftitutional Societics it Great-
Britain, and which are at this d'1y the

watch-towers of liberty. . May e niot
hope that thefe Societies will emulate one

another, In preventing all facrilegious ap-
‘.ploaches to the altar of freedom, and that
they will thenifelves be br 1eht examples oL
order, decency, and wrtue' It 15 to the
honor of that Soclety, at whofe motion we
are convened, that under ifs dire€tion and
patronage a Mufeum has been eftablifhed,
to confift, not only of natural curiofities,
but of all thofe writings, eithei 4t home,
or abroad, which {erve to furnifh a com-
plete hiftory of this country 1n its various
ftages. Many of thofe curious and valua-
ble trafts muft have, otherwife, been loft.
The laudable defign of preferving them, is



23 Tae BLESSINGS
perfefily agreeable to the generous princi.
ples of the Soctety, and indeed, to that

publlc {pirit which 1s{o.conlpicuous in this
great and flourithing city. |

ALLOW me only to add, that the name,
Wthh this Society has appropriated,atfords
to the mind a ftriking contraft of what this
country once was, to what it now is; of

s once parbarous, to its now civilized
ﬂatc . and if fuch an affociation of nen

have a tendency to introduce a national
fpirit and charatter, it will be fo far ufe-
ful ; for certainly it is the glory, and
ought to be the ambition of every one;
who makes his reflidence mn this country, to
be elteemed an AMer1cAN. Making due
allowance for our age and numbers, we
have produced as many eminent men as
fall to our fhare; *and 1t 1s hoped, are

% See this metter fairly and ingenzoufly flated by Mr. Feffers
fonin his notes on Virgima. It is, perhaps, ot flrange that
foragners fhould inconfiderately adopt prejudices againft us ; but
if there be any who refide in this country, enjoy all the bl ffings
of it, and who, notwithflanding, undervalue what gives them
pread and z'?;zportmzce, one would hardly know, whether to pity

their folly, or to contemn ther infolence,
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free from that European pride which can
fee no excellencies in.a néighbour, Let 1t
be the finceré endeavour of us all, by every
jult and proper method, to advance the
intereft and reputation of our country ; to
make it virtuous, enlightened, and free.

‘ Rerﬁen1ber- O my friends, the laws, the i‘iﬁlltsg
“ The generous plan of power deliver’d down
“(So dearly bought, the puce of fo much blood)

“QO let-1t never perifh in your hands!
¢¢ But pioufly tranfmit 1t to your children.”

May we not indulge the pleafing thought,
that the time 1s not far diftant, when ty-
ranuy every where f{hall be deltroyed;
when mankind {hall be the flaves of mon-
fters and 1diots no more, but recover tha
true dignity of thewr nature ! The caule
of Liberty 15 continually gathermg
firength.  The advocates of defpotic
tule mult fal. The Brufh orator, ®

* Edmund Burke; who has puolifhed refl:flions on the revos
[utionan France ; a performance contatmeng abufe, mifreprefenta-
tion, a fpecious rather than true cloguence, and fentiments uifae

E
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though he fublimely rave, he ravesin vain
No force of genius, no brilliancy of fancy,
and no ornament of language can fupport
his wretched caufe, He and his abettors
only haften its downfal. The revolution
in France 1s great—is aftonifhing—is glo-
rious. It is, perhaps, not juft to fay, that
the flame was kindled by us, but certainly
we contributed to blow and increafe it, as
France will in other nations; until blaze
joining blaze, fhall illumine the darkeft
and remoteft corners of the earth,

In return for the great and inefltimable
privileges which we enjoy, let us devote
ourfelves to the fervice of God, and be
found in the praflice of all righteoufiiefs,
Virtue is highly neceflary for the fupport
of order and good government; and the
Chriftian religion powerfully inculcatess

vorable to liberty., This he has done aftervoting with the minori-
ty during the American vevolution, and feemingto be, formerly, @
i:'?mmpz:on in the caufe of freedom.—~—His baok has had a direftton-
trary effeét to what was intended ; it has awakened and called
Yorth the real friends of liberty ; particularly the celebraed My,

PAINE, whofe writings have &ten of fomuch fervice tomankincy

r



|
|
!
|
r
t
!

}
i

OF.AMERI‘CAQ 35

and léads to the exercile of this virtue,
Let us comply with its precepts, and pray:
for its univerfal fpread and 1nfluence.
Nothing would fo conduce to our nationalk
profperity and happinefs. It would make
us better citizens, and more difinterefted

~ patriots ; more happy in ourfelves, and

more ufeful to all around us, Before I
conclude this difcourfe, allow me then, as
a Minifter of the Lord Jefus Chnft, tq
offer you {alvation in his name; to remind
you, that you muit {oon leave all terrefli-
3l {cenes, and enter upon an eternal and

unchangeable flate, Be entreated to ac-
cept the liberty wherewith Chrift makes free s
that fo when the kingdoms of this world
and the glory of them are no more; yea,
when the heavens fhall pafs away witl, a
great novfe, and the elements fhall melt witle

fervent heat, the earth alfo and the works

that are therein fhall be burnt up, you may
mherit a better country, and live immor-

tal beneath a brlghter {un and more ample
tkies,
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Axp now, while we att on this hirf}
flage of our exiftence, may the Lord or«
dain peace for us I Moy we never hear the
drum, the trumpet, and the clang of arms
any more in battle; but may peace,. lead-
ing in her train religion, knowledge, and
liberty, forever dwell with us ! |

« Hafe'thee fair peace,thv foft’ning powerrenet,
« Blefs every clime,' the old world and the nt‘:w;
“ In friendly league unite each diftant thore,
 Andbid mankind with anger burn no more.
“ Then pure religion’s precepts fhall prevail ;
“ Impartial juftice poifc her balanc’d fcale ;

« Brwht liberty fhall wanton in the breeze ; ;

“ Innoxious pleafure, ph1lofoph1c eafe ;

« Commerce fhall thenexpand without control,
“ Where coatls extend, or farthelt oceans roll,

May wars ceafe unto the end of theearth ;
and God, who commanded the light to fhne
out of darknefs, give o all nations, the Light

of the knowledge of his glory, wn the face of
“fefus Chrifl,

X
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AN O D L,

Gmnﬁry?d for the Occafiony at ihe Requeft of the Socicise

By Dr, Wirrian Pitt Smuith.

| NOW elevate your hymns of 10%,
With {acred mufic let thefe arches ring,
| Patriots your breath employ,
Your pureft incenfe bring ;
For HE receives the grateful lay,

- Whofe matchlefs all-controling [way,
Kings, armies, empires, oceans, worlds cbey .
Hence kingdoms fall, while here republics rifc

%Qcal'on reflumesherrights,dumb f; uperitition dies.

Since then from Heav’n fair Liberty defcends
Her bright’ning advent hail .
*11s Gop alone emits the high command—
(His great behefls fulfil )
See how the patriot-light’ning ber.ds
Oppreffion’s haughty will ;
Wide rends her deep obfcuring vail,
While waking glory dawns on cv’ry land.
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GREAT SeiriT hear—our humble vows we pay,
Thine arm unigen, thy goodnefs we adore,
The ad divine confefs !
Sweet Independence crowns the Joyous day,
Celeftial Freedom owns the genial hour,
To fhed her choiceft blifs.

When ufurpation rais’d her head,
Th’appeal,impartial Jupce,wasmadetoTrE £,
When darknefs o’er th” affrighted land was

{pread,

Trovu bad'ftthe gloom dlfperfe th United Stateg
be free !

ParenT of Union, manifeft thy power,
. Let difcord ceale, |
Fell tyrants kindle mad’nmg rage no more g
Daftufe to earth’s remoteft bound,
The blaze of fcience, and the fmile of peace,
*T1ll praife refound,
Thro’.ev’ry clime where human voice be found
Advancing on the wings of light,
Let Freedom {til] extend her golden chain,
And while the nations hail th’ aufpicious fight,
Commence the bleft Immanuel’s gentle zeign,
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| Then elevate your hymns of joy,
With heav’n-taught mufic let the temple ring;
Patriots your breath employ,
Your fweeteflt incenfe bring:
"':I_r‘o Gop, Columbia’s King, we homage pay,
His arm protettive, tho’ unfeen adore,
His facred boon confefs :
Sweet independence crowns the fignal day;

Freedom [elells the gratulating hourx
Tofhed her choiceft blifs !

Hallelujah, Halleldjah, &c,

Sit 2o mufic 5y Mr. Vay HaceR]



