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Ata Meeting of the Tamman - Society, or Co-

Tumbian Order. beld ai the Great Wigwam

on Monday the. 4th July, 1791,

R ESOLVED unanaoufly, That the thanks of
2his Sociely be prefented by the Grand Sachem s

e Rev. Dr. Wirriam Lann, for the Sermon

preachea by him this day before the Society.
Resorvep, That Sachems Ebenezer Stevens,
Melandton Smith, and James Tylee, be a coma
mittee Lo wait and requeft of the Reve Dr. Wira
viam Lixw, on behalf of this Socicty, o manus
Jeript of the above Sermon, and lo fuperintend the
printing of fix hundred cofies of faid Sermon,
i the expence of the Sociely. |

Extratt from the minutes,

JOHN SWARTWOUT, Secrelary.
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ADVERTISEMENT,

Y}[E jollowuing Sermon s publifhicd as 18
was delwered. Thougl adilitions and alteras
teons might have been profitally made, yet it
was fuppofed, that it would be moft accchts
able, . this form, to all, of ihat wuwperons
an.’ refpedlable affembly, who honored it with

geir hearing.

THAT it may tend to inculcate thofe frina
crples whach led to our glovious revolution,
awaken our gratitude o Almghty God for
Pis many bleffings, and contribule to the gC=
neral caufe of liberty, is the ardent wifl and
Jincere aim of

Til*m A THOR,::-
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PS ALDM xvi. 6.

Tne LLiN2s ARE FALLEN UNTO ME IN
PLEASANT PLACES; YEa, 1 HAVE A
coOoDLY HERITAGE.

EN theic words the Plalmift celebrates
the agrecable and advantageous fitua-
tion mm which he was placed by Divine
Providence. It was {uch as adminiflered
to his carthly comtort, and tended to pro-
mote his ciernal welfare.

Tnr hike manner of expreflion may,
with propricty, be uled by every Ameni-
can; and 1t affords, on this aulpicious day,
o fuirable and profrable fubjeét for our
meditauon. By the choice ot 1t, T fhall, at
leaft, avoid the beaten path of a minute re-

cital of events during our revolution ; and
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if the performance dilappoint the hopes,
or if fome things be introduced which
would, at any other time, be improper in
the pulpit, a judicious and candid audience
will readily excufe me.

WitHouT incurring the charge oflocal
prejudices, illiberal alperfions of others,
or unrealonable paruality to ourlelves, we
may f{ay, that our country is highly favor-
ed of God ; that the lines, which 'meafurc
our inherttance, are fullen in pleafunt pla-
ces ; vea, that we have a goodly heritage.
This will appcar when we confider the
natural advantages which we enjoy ; the
conflitution of our civil government ; and
our religious privileges.  Let us take a
curfory view ol cach of thele; and then
attend to fome refletiions which the {ub-
jett, together with the occalion, may ns
Ipire.

¥FirsTt, The natural advantages of our
country arc many and great. The terris
tory 1s extenfive, the foil luxuriant, thé
climates and produtions varicus. We
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pollels in abundance every thing necelfary
for our lupport, comfort and ftrength,
The lefty mountains and the fruitful val-
lies, the waving forelts and the fpreading
lawns, the manmhu,nt rivers and .the coms-
modious ha:bour.s contribute to the delight
and accommodation of the 1nhabitants.
The means of exportation abroad, and of
intercour{e with onc another, are conves
ntent and ealy,

in the diverfity ol the advantages which
the States enjov there 15 a relemblance 19
the divifien of the land of Canaan among
the tribesof Hrael,  To Judah wasgiven a
country abounding with vines and paituye
to Aller, one pl:::mcons in oil, 1ron _and
brafs ; 1o Zebulonand I{Ta~har. fuch as was
famous for fea-ports : and thus, were dif=
tributed among them themr refpecitve gifis;
which, while they needed not to c..t*i':wi
on other natons, tavght them the ncceliny
of union among themicives, as confpirmg
to promote their common weliare,  Is not
the general deferipion, which is given of

5.



i Tue BLESSINGS

their country,cqually, if not more applicas
ble to our own ? Aland of brooks of waler,
of fountains, and depths that [pring out of
valleys and lalls ; a land of wheat,and barlyy,
and vines, and fig-trecs, and pomcgranates ;
a tand of oil-olyve, and honey ; a land where-
in thou fhall eat bread without fearcencfs,
tnow fhali not lack any thang in it ; a land
whofe flones are wron, and out of whafe hills
thou mayeff dig brafs.¥ He,whole the feats,
and whole hands forwied the dry land, hath
here lavithed his bounty, and, as if on puu-
poic, referved the beft for the lateft dif-
covery ; hé hath united, in this one, all
the excellencies of the other parts of the
earth.

Tuoucn much flill remains to be done,
yet the improvement of thefe advantages
has been, for the time, uncommonly rapic.
Lels than two centuries ago, what was this
now pleafant country ? A dilmal wilder-
nefs ; the habitation of wild beafls, and
of favage men. Where now the populous

* Deut, viits 7, 8, 9.
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city lifts its fpires, the folitary wigwam
flood ; where commerce fpreads its fails,
was fcen the bark canoe ; and where the
found of induflry is heard, and all the arts
of civilized life flourifh, indolence, rude-
nefs, and ignorance, held a gloomy reign.
If our country has, {o fuddenly, rifen into
eminence, what may be expetted when
time has given it maturity, rendered its
population complete, and called forth all
its exertions ? Then will it be rich, powere
ful, and happy. Then will her wildernefs
become like Eden, and fer defert ke the
garden of the Lord ; joy and glaane(s fhall
be found therein, thanklgiving, and ihe voice
of melody ™

As we are not left to dependupon other
countries for our nceeffartes and comforts,
{o our being removed at o greata diftance
from them, 18 no Imall advantage. We
have thus, lefs temptation to invade, and
arc lefs hiable to be invaded ; we are in lefs
danger ol being infefted with foreign vices,

. fﬁu'::f: i, A
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and mvolved inintricues and wars. Hap-
pily, indeed, that defire of conquelt, and
love of domination, which have lo long
aftuated the kingdoms of the world, and
made man a {courge to man,do notalluate
our nation. Separated, by Providence;
from the continual jealoufies, and bloody
diffenfions of the old world, our endeavour
35, to cultvaie eévery ulelul art, to cnjoy
in peace,. the bleflings which Heaven hati
beltowed, and to extend them to all within
our reach. ‘This is a more noble ambition
than Romans everknew ; a more juft glory
than to enlarge our donmﬁhon or feek to
build our advancement ¢n the degradation
of others,

IT is caufe of regret at this day, that the
{word which had been fheathed, 1s now
drawn againil fome of the Indrm tribes,
Who does not ardendy wifh, that peace
niay be {pecdily reflored ; that the nauves
of this land, mftead of being exurpated,
may exchange the hatchet for the book of
divine knowledge ; and that we may be
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brought to rejoice together as children of
the fame Almighty Parent, and partal{cr"
of the {ame common nature ! Though 1t
be ordered, m the courfe of events, thag
we pollels their land, yet we owe them
juilice and charity ; we owe them our at-
tempts to recover them from abalement,
that {o they may enjoy with us the defira.
ble mheritance.

Iy {hort, when we confider the manner
in which this new world has been opened
to us, s firflt fettlement, the growing num-
ber of 1ts mhabitants, the great advanta.
ges aflorded, the prolpeéts fill I view,
with every circumilance, may we not ad-
drefs the fupreme Ruler of the univerfe in
thefe beaunful words of the Plalintit? 7hsu
haft brought a vine out of Egvpt ; thou haft

IJ ‘

ceft out f/z...:. heuthen, and planted . Thew
;{J?‘.ff/zzz7‘c’{/ﬂ rovin ocfure ity andaidfl canfe 1! &
take deep root, and of filled the Lol The
hills weve covered with tie fhadew of i, and

3';5" ['OLtW}’J t/u U?/ WCre Z’....L !z ? f"f)()cf.{]' (“c*c?'ﬁf?'.h
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She fent out ker boughs unto the fea, and kers
branches unto the river ¥

“Burt all thefe natural advantages would
be . vain, were we d(:prwed of llbelty E
We could then neither improve, norenjoy
them. Oppreflion breaks the {pirms of
men, and finks them into grols and {lupid
ignorance. Time was, when Demofthenes
{hook all Greece with the tempeft of his,
eloquence ; and when Cicero, in his flow-
ing {trains, gained on the Roman Scnate.
Greece and Rome were then free.  Liber-
ty is now gone, and their glory 1s no more.
Time was, when there were feven churches
in Afia, and pure religion beamed, where
now 1gnorance and {uperiiition broad, and
~where the Turk, dreaming of a Mahome-
tan paradife, fleeps his life away. The
whabitants of thefe places {feem, at prefent,
to be a diiferent race of men. FEven the.
rmlL and hon cy of Canaan are long hice
converted into g'ﬂl and wormwood. The
fmefl country, when enflayed, is a region,

» I:,&(#?’, l.'-\'xx- 8:-—-;1.
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of darknefs, poverty, and barbarity, in
which human beings drag out a miferable
exiftence. |

“« What s life ?

& "Tis not to ftalk about and draw trefh air
¢« From time to time, or gaze upon the fun:
% "T'is -— to be frec. When liberty 1s gone,

¢ Lifc grows infipid, and has loll 1ts rehifh.”

_m-—.‘r—w

This leads me to remark,

In the fecond place, That we inherit
fleafant filaces, on account of the conflitu-
tion of our cvil government.  This has
- not been impofed upon us by the will of a
conqueror, nor received through necefhity;
but formally and dcliberately cholen by
ourlelves.  When obliged to {eparate from
that empire to which we belonged, parni-
cular conftitutions were framed by the {e-
veral States, and arucles of confederation
{or the government of the whole, on fuch
vrinciples as were then judged to be con-
formable to the equality in human na-
ture, and confiflent with public peace and
tranguiny.
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It becomes us here, to acknowledgt
with gratitude, the peaceable and unani-
mous mannér in which a change, in our
national government, has been elfelted,
Ixperience having fhown. the defetts of
the firll, ancther, after long confultation,
has been propofed and adopted ; yea,
amendments again to this have been ofter-
ed, and ume, we trull, will bring 1t to as
much perfection as human things will ad-
mit. We havebeheld a peg'> diftant, and
various in their habits, unnid reyond the
moft fanguine expettation ; a conflitution
formed in the bofom of peace ; received
by all the States, after {ull and able dilcul-
{ion in cach ; enforced by no cther wea-
pous than reafon and argument ; no other
thunder heard than the thunder of «debate,
Has God, then, at any time, interpoied
more remarkably for us? Do we not, every
thing confidered, fland fingle among all
the nations of the earth ? Other revolutions
may have been more diverfified and {plen-
did, but, furely, none is more honorable
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Yo human nature, and none fo hkely to
produce fuch happy clleéls.

Asfar as this conflitution has been tried,
its influence 1s tound to be fafe and benefis
cial. It1s a reprefentation of the pecple
from whom all legiimate government 1s
dertved. Itis a government of laws, not
of men. It promifes to unite mildnels and
energy ; to fecurc and defend ; to fleer the
happy medium between oppreflion and i«
cenuoufnels.  Itiscalculaied o encourage
gentus, and bring merit to view {rom the
obfcure walks of life.  Tides and birth
give no claim to rank or precedence ; but
a capacuy for bulinels, with learning, elo-
quence, and virtue, are the fureft wavs to
vife to honor and preferment,

It s {oreign, however, to my defign to
nronounce an culogium on the confiitution,
‘There are thole who can betier paint s
excellencies,and thole who are morve cagle-
eyed to {can its defefls, and watch 1ts ten-
dency, It rather belongs 1o my place to

C



18 Tug B L ES 5 I N.GS

celebrate the goodnels of God, in confer-
ring upon us the blefling of liberty. How
eligible does our fituation appear, when
we look around us in the world ! Only a
imall part enjoys even the (hadow of Liberty.
T he great bulk of mankind are under.the
moft galling and ignominious fervitudes
A few are exaltea to more than men, and
the reft made lefs, to the debafement and
reproach of human naiure. Surely the
diftinftion in favor of ourfelves deferves an
honorable mention, and the higheft praile s
t0 be alcribed te the Father of lLights, from
whom cvery good gift, and cvery perfell gift
cometh down.

Crviy liberty is a blefhng the more pre-
clous, becaufe with it are connelted the
rights of confcience. -Where flavery pre-
vails thefe are always ‘Infringed. In thig
country, as they are well underitood, {o
they are preferved mviolate, This is

Tar laft refpeét n which itappears that
we have g goodly heriage, Xere, no par-
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ticilar modes of faith. or worfhip are
ellablifhed. No undue preference 1s given
to one denomination of religion above an-
other. Every one flands upon cqual toot-
Ing, and can prove fuccefsful, only by the
puety, virtue, learning, and hberaliiy ofits
profeflors.  Human eflablifhments have
aiways been made engines of {late-policy s
they have promoted hypocrify and 1infi-
delity 3 they have perpetuated error, and
reflrained that {ree {pirit of enquiry which,
conduces to improvement,

THE government which Tefus Chnft hatiy
inftituted n his Church i1s diftinét from the
power which appertains to the kingdoms
of this world, and 1t coniifls in mticthine
Ipinitual pains 5 in admonitions, reprools,
cenlures, and exclufion from memberfing.
The memnbers of the Church, mdceeaq, arc
alfo members of cwil fociety, and fubject
to ali 1ts laws, fo far asis confiftent with a
good confcicnce ; but the great evil has
been m the civil magifirate ufurping the

throne of Chrift and exerciiing {pniual
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dominton, The Churchand 1he State, ng,
doubt, mutually afhlt and fupport one an-
other, but they have, too often, been un-
lawfully blended.  The Charch alks and
needs no allitlance except the protetflion
of 1s rights ; and 1t willingly yields to ci-
vil government the {ureft fupport, by dii-
:fuﬁnlg knowledge, and'p‘romoting rghte-
oulnels and peace among men.

Rericious freedom banifhed {rom eve-
ry other corner of the earth has eretled her
{tandard 1 thefe States, and kindly mvites
the opp:eﬂéd from all quarters to repair hi.
ther. Here are no fire and fagcots, no pains
and emoluments of any kind, to force thefe
{entiments, or the other upoa them. Reli-
gion pure and undehled {olicits their regard,
The heaven-born maid 15 not drelled or
daubed with human mventions.  She truits
to her native charms and alks a willing
love.—~Here 1s an afyium for you, our
brethren of the old world, whoie hives arc
embittered by the crucl impofitions of men;
the {ruit of whofe labours go to {upport
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lazy priefts aiid luxurious princes ; who,
though you rife early and late take reft,
obtain only a fcanty fubfiltence for your-
{felves and families., torfake your hard
tafk-mafters. Refule to dig an ungrateful
{oil which will not yield you bread. Halle
you to the fertile plains of America.  Fill
her new, and as yet, uninhabited territory,
She opens wide her arms to embrace mil-
lions, and waits to crown all the imnduitri-
ous and virtuwous with plenty and happis
nels.”

NoT only do we enjoy the right of pri.
vate Judgment in matters of conicience, but
the gofpel 1s preached and 1ts ordinances
adminiflered throughout a great part of our
land. Without this we would be lefs civil-
1zed, and feis free. This truly renders cur
land a pleafunt place and a goodly heritaye.

® Befides the number of inhabitants which th, old States can
recetve, and indesd, are neceflary for thelr profier cultivation, ¢he
Westery TerRRITORY alone, s vaflly excenfive, It is com-
futed to cortain 220,800,ccQ acres of land, and ts faud, by

thofe who have explored ity to b inferions, in fertility, faladrity,
and convenenty, tonocounlry afon carti,
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“What is this world but the beginning of an
eternial fcene ? What is an extenfive and
beantiful country, what liberty with all 1
concomitant bleflings, deflitte of the wor-
fhip of our Creator, and the hope of dwell-
ing 1n his prefence when the falhion of this
world fhall have p‘a{{'ed away r Though
the rights of man be mvaluable, yet we
may {uccelstully plead for thefe and be for-
ever unhappy hereafter.  Thus ws bfe cler.
nal, that they mught fenow thee, the only brue
God, and Fefus Chrift whom liow hafl fend™
'The abundant means of this ]{nowlcdgﬂ»arc;
within our power, | |

Consipering the fituation of our cotin-
try in this refpeét, we fee thele words of .
the nrophet fulfilled ; The wildernefs and
the folitary place fhall be glad for them ; and
the defert fhall rejoice, and bloffom as the vofe.
it fhall bloffom abundantly, and rgowce cven
with joy and finging ; ihe glory of Lebanon
Shall be given wato ity the excellency of Lar-
el and Sharon : they fiall fee the gloiy of

];';!m .H-Vii; 31
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the Lovd, and lne excellercy of our God——In
the wildernefs fhall waters break out and

‘ /erm)zs o the defert®

-

IIA vine now fhown, that the words of
the Plalnnft cqual]y exp. 25 our own pri-
vileges, and are anacknowledgment highly

nroper from cach of us, let us reflett more
particularly, -

First, On the diftingutthing goodnels.
ol God mn giving us this fair inheritance,
and m delending 1t oagawedt thofe who
fought unjuflly todeprive us.  7#%e¢ earth s
ihe Lora's,and the fulnefs thereof ; tie wovid,
and they that dwell therernd O whom 1s
it that sve inhabit tlis land rather than
another 27 Of whom, that we are furround-
e with 10 many bieflings 2 Of whom, that
we enpoy civil and religious hiberty ¢ Surely
it is of ithe Lord, and he is entitded to all
the prade. He gave to the renowned Co-
Ilumbuns that pi"it of curiofity, that bold-
nels ol enterprile, that contempt of danger:

* Jfuiak, xx<yv, 1, 3, 6. T Dielmoxxive 1.
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and that firmnefs of perfeverance,which led
Lim thro: 1gh unexplored {eas and diftrell-
mg hard(hlps, to the difcovery of this valt
continent ; where he found the native < girt.
with feather’d minflure, naked elfe and wxld
among the trees onifles and woody fhores.”

It was the Lord who condufled to this
place the original fetlers, {fupported them
under all their difhculiies, caff out the heathen
before them, and divided them an inkeritance
by fine, and miade them lo dwell in their

L)

ient;r.” "*'5

”
i-'

NoTt ?o carry our :attent:on fo far back,
twho, of later years, hath fuftained us in 2
mighty conteft for every thing which we
held dear 7 Whe united us in 2 common
caufe ? who infpired and enabled us, un-
acquainted with war, and unprepared, to
withftand an experienced and formidable
enemy ¢ Whe difconcerted thetr firata-
geme, gave us powerful allies; encouraged
our fullering army, crowned them with
fignal viftores, and who, m fo fhort o

':B Pf;;l?l lﬁxi'ii;- 551:l
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ifae, gladdened our hearts with peace?
Of whom 15 1t, that to day we commemo-
v7"2 our exiflence as a nation, and rejoice
in the prolpett of growing profperny ¢
ourely thefe are the doings of thé Lord,
whole interpofitions in our favor were {o
numerous and remarkable; that they can
never be forgotten,  When this page of
qiflory is revolved, 1t will fhew i tie ge-
neration to come, the prarfes (y the Lord, and
fus flicngth, and his wondeyfuiworks that he
nath done. That lic acrzcrcztwu!a comee marhE
fnow them, cven (e hildren u,mj/zuu/a’ fe
pornr. ; who fhould arife and decluve ihem (o

hevr chilldren™

Waat mull have been cur condition,
had our enemics fucceeded ? YWhat could
we have cxpelled from a nation which
dared, in the {zce of Heaven, to allert a
richt to bind us “ 1n all cales whatfoever,”
and which firove to enforce 1t with cruelty
and blood ? What could we have cxpeéled
{from them, when oppofed and wriated,

& DPln lexvit, 30,

1
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but every. thing the difappointed hopes,
the morulied pride,and the incenfed wrath
of tyrants could inflict 7 What but delolas
tion, {lavery, and death ? \What, at the belty
but a life lefs tolerable than the furnace of
Nebuchadnezzar, which was heated feven
Zimss for thole who difobeyed his unrighs
teous deeree ?* The frundul field would
ioon have returned to a wildernels, the
herves of mdaftry and improvement been
WIthchd, and a langu:d foindels ttmpef
pervaded the inhabitants.  We would have

been labourers in a vineyard not our owns
and though we had borne the heat and
burden of the day, a foreign and unjuit
lord, if he rewarded us with a penny, would

 Asflute power hés made tyraste in every aze, and ¢he
erger of all tyrants is unvelenting, 7Te thofe who have a dis
Jenfe of Liberty, death, in any form, ixlefs tevrible than abje
fubmiffon,  Bater to fuffer death at oucty than to linger on &
vack.  Indeed, when the vighes of confcience are violared, it e
comes a duly lo prefer death to a finful compliance ; and many
thoufands, in former days, have fuffeved worfe then the furnace

-of Nebuchadneszar, vathtr than hue in difcbedisncs (o thu¥
Géd,
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have given us with it, frowns and ill-ufage,
~—There 1sno pleafure,evenin hinting thefa
things, farther than may be necellary to
fhow the greatnels of our deliverancs.
Spirit and ability are givenus, not only to
repair our waltes, but to add new improves
ments and ornaments ; and as the externa,
traces of the. war muft foon be effaced, {o
ought every unchriflian refentment to be
forever cffuced from our breafls.~Blefled
bethe ETernaL SoverEiGN who decreed
us victorious ¢ whe re-animated cz:piring
liberty, fnaiched her from the fect of kings,
and exhibited her in her winning form, to
enlighten, to guide, and to, charm the
world. O jfing unto the Lovd a new fong.
O clap your hands, all ye people, fhout unto
God with the voice of triumph.,  For the
Lord moft High s terrvible ; fe is a greas
King over allthe carit.  Godis gonewp will
a fhout, the Lord with tic found of a trumpet.
Swg praifesto God, jing praifes; fing praif-
es unto our Ixzn;;, Jonr praifes. Bm‘i’z FOLNG

e and matdens, o M men and ciildren :
Lat them praife the name of the Lovd 5 fox
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fus mame alone is excellent ; fus glory s
above the earth and heaven. |

IT bhas not been unufual, norwill it damp
the joy of this day, to remember with ten~
der regard thofe, who fired i their couns
try’s caufe, {tepped foremolt to the fielda
and bravely offcred wup their lives m ats
deicnce, They did not live to enjoy the
privileges for which they contended, but
their memory {hall be dear to us, and pol-
terity fhall do juftice te thete worthy char-
after. We will teach our fons fons how
carly and hownobly Warrex tell. Mon-
coMERY, that Ingh-founding name, with
M’Pierson, ITenpricks, CirEsseMAN,
{tiall fivell the tale. Vo fhow theprice of 1t
berty, wewill uncover Merczr’s bleeding
wounds, and traverfe all the fields of death.
Put why do I mention names? It {cems
almoll mjuflice to others who equally me-
ricour praife.  Let the hiftoran faithfully -
telithem all, fromWanrryry downto Lau-
rrns, whofe blood lafl fireamed in the
caufe. They bave nobly fallen.  As often

R Pralng slvilexivuy
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as we cclebrate this day, while we trim the
laurels on their graves, let the recollettion
of their virtues animeate us with the love
of our country, that for i, when called,
Like them we may die.

Wiiat tnbute fhall be here paid to thoie
who cheerfully underwent every danger
and toil ? 'Who marched, and fought and

led? What tnibute to the remains of o
moft meritorious army ¢ What tribute 1o
therr patriouc Leader whom 1t hath pleal-
ed God to endow with fo many rare -
ients, and to make no lefs diftinguifhied
in the arts of peace than of war ? Belold
the rich mbhernance with which Providence
hath rewarded your virtuous ftruggle !
Your fwords were drawn not oniy 1n de-
{ence of all which we held dear, but in
delence of the rights of mankind. Under
God you have been fuccelsiul. Il riakt
liand and Liis holy arm hath golten him lhe
victory.  May you hive long to cnjoy the
bleflings which vou have been mitrumen-
ial 1 151'()c111‘i11tf and may generations yet

'L
to come arnife and call you bleifed.
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AxoTtnr important refletion on thix
fubje&, and the laft which {kall be men-
tioned is, that the privileges conferred
upon us call for our faithful and diligent
improvement.  Is our counury pleafant
and ferule 7 It is our duty to; contribute to
the advancement of agriculture, manufac-
tures and commerce. Are we a free peo-
ple? itis our dutyto [upport and encour-
age government ; 1o be obedient {ubjeéts;
to diffule knowledge among all clafles of
men, as being the molt effetiuval {afte-guard
of liberty. = Enlighten mankind and you
cannot enflave them, Delpotic governa
ment makes them ignorant and barparous,
and when thus reduced, they are neisther
able nor willing to break the yoke,

To call to,mind the natural equality of’
men, to_keep alive the {pirit of liberty, ang
to diffufe knowledge and happinels, have
given rife to fubordinate focieties m free
Seates ; and thele ave held out as the great
objefls of that Society at whofc defire ad-
drefs you to day. They are plainly ang
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concifely expreffed in thele words of their
public conititution; “ It thall conneét 1
the mdiffoluble bonds of PaTrioTic
FRIENDSHIF, AMERICAN BRETHREN, of
known attachment to the political rights of
human natare, and the liberties of this
country.” Somewhat {imilarare the revo.
luticn and.conftitutional Societics in Great-
Britain, and which are at this day the
watch-towers of liberty, May we not
hope that thefe Societies will emulate one
another, in preventing all facrilegicus ap-
proaches to the altar of freedom, and that
they wiil themlielves be bright examples of
order, decency, “ud virtue ! It is to the
honor of that S¢ . tv, at whofe motion we
arce convened, that under its direétion and
patronage a Mujfcun has been eflabiifhed,
to conlilf, not only of nawral curiofitices,
but of all thofe writings, cither at home,
or abroad, which ferve to furnifh a com-
plete hiftory of this couniry in 1ts various
llages. Many of thole curious and valua-
ble trafts muft have, ()tllc‘f\vi[é, been loit,
The laudanle delign of preferving them, 13
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perfellly agreeable to the generous princis
ples of the Socwty, and mdced 1o that
public fpirit which isfo conlpicuous i this

great and flourithing city.

Avrvow mc only to add, that the name,
which this Society has appropmated,afiords
to the mingd a {ritking contrafl ot what this
country once was, to what it now 15; of
s once barbarous, to its now avilized
flate . and if fuch anallociauon ol men
have a tendency to introducc a national
fpirit and charafler, it will be lo far ufe-
ful ; for ccrmmlv it 15 the rrlo:), and
ought to be the ambition of cvery one,

whc. makes his refidence in this country, to
be eftecemed an AMerican.  Making due
allowance for our age and numbers, we
have produccd as many cminent men as
fall to our fhare; * and 115 hoped, are

“ Sec this matter fairly and ingenionfly flated fy Mr. Fefer-
Jonin his woles on Virginia, It is, perhaps, wot flrange that
Loreioners frould fnconfiderately adapt frrejudices aguinft we ; bat
if there be any who refide in this country, enjoy all the 8 ffugs
of 16, and who, nolwithflonding, undervaise what prues dion
bread and imbsrtence, one woull havdly know, whether to pity

§liir fuilyy ur to contamn Lhar infolane,
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free from that Eumi)'ean pride which can
lee no exccliencies 'in a neighbour. Let it
be the fincere endeavour of us all, by every
jult and proper method, to advance the
tntereft and reputation of our country ; to
make it virtwous, enlightened, and free,

« Remember, O my [riends, the laws, the rights,
“ The generous plan of power deliver'd dowi
“(So dearly boughy, the price of {o much blood)
“ O ict it never perilli in your hands!

¢“ But poully tran{mit 1t 1o your children.*

Mav wenot indulge the pleafing thought,
that the umc s not far diltant, when ty-
ranny cvery where fhall be deltroyed;
when mankind fhall be the flaves of mon-
{ters and idiots no more, but recover the
true dignity of their nature ' The caule
of Liberty 15 contmually gathering
ftrength.  The advocates of  defpotic
rule mult fad.,  The Briulh orator,

¥ Edmund Ouraes oo has pudlifhed reflellims on the revos
datisnin France ;@ poformance containing abaf?, wifreprefentas
tirey @ fpecious rather than true elopuence, and fentinments wnfis

1
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tbough he fublimely rave, heravesin vain,
No force of genius, no brilliancy of fancy,
and no ornament of language can fuppors
his wretched caufe.  He and his abeuors
culy halten ‘its downfal. The revolution
in France is great—is aftonifhing-—is glo~
rious. It s, perhaps, notjuft to fay, that
the flame was kindled by us, but certainly
we coninbuted to blow and increale it, as
France will in other nations; unul blaze
joming biaze, fhall illamine the darkeit
and remotelt corners of the earth.

In return for the areat and incflimable
privileges which we enjoy, let us devoie
ourlelves to the {ervice of God, and be
found in the pradlice of all rghtcoufnefs.
~Virtue is highly neceflary {or thc iupport
of order and good government; and the
Chriftian religion powerfully inculcates,

vorablz toltberty,  This ke has doneafter veling with the minsri-
Ly during the dmerican vevolution, and freming to be, formurly,

champion wn the caufe of freedom,—1its book hes had a divellcon-
2ravy el €L 2o what was intended ¢ it has awghened und colled
Jorth the veal frionds of Lhevty ; jarticularly the cdlnated My

VALNE, whofe writlngs Lave been of fo much feruice to mankimds
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and leads to the e\crmfc of this vn‘*ue,_
Let us comply with its precepts, and pray
for 1ts univerfal fpread and influence.
Nothing would {e conduce to our national
profpenity and happinefs. It would maka
us better citizens. and more difinterefled
patriots ; more happy in ourleives, and
more ufeful to all around us., Belore L
ronclude this difcourlie, allow me then, as
a Minifter of the Lord Jefus Chnfl, t
offer you falvation 1 his name; to remind
you, that you mult foon leave all terreili-
al fcenes, and enter upon an cternal and
unchangeable flate. Be entrcated to ac-
cept the Liberty wherewdn Curift mates free;
that fo when the kingdoms ol this world
and the glory of them are no more; yes,
when the heavens Jhall pafs eway with «
oreal noife, and lhe elements fhall melt wutly
ﬁwené heat, the carife affo and the works
thal are Lhzremn ﬂz-'ui ae bl 1D, you may
inhierit a better country, and ll‘vt': 1IMNOT -
tal beneatls a brighter fun and morc ample.
(laies, |
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AxDp now, whue we all on this firft
{tage of our exifience, may the Lord or-
dain peace for vs ! May we never hear the
drum, the trumpet, and the clang of arms
any more in battle; but may pcace, lead-
Ing in-HEr train 1611@1011. knowledge, and
hiberty, forever dwell with us !

“ Haftethee,fair peace;thy fofUning powerrenew,
““ Biels every clime, the old world and the new,
“ In friendly league unite each diftant fhore,

* Andbid mankind with anger burn no more.
5 Then pure religiow’s precepts fhall prevail s
“ Tinpartial juflice poife her balanc'd feale ;

“ Bright hbenv fhail wanton in the breceze ;

“ [nnoxious pleafure, phllofoph:c ezfc ;

“ Commerce fhall thenexpand without control,
« Where coafts extend, or farthelt oceans roll.

May wars ceafc-untoihe end of theearth ;
and God, who commanded the Lght to fhine
out of darknefs, give to all nations, the lroht
of the knowledge of lus glovy, in the face of
Fefus Carifl, |

".:.h\q‘ L P
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Compofed for the Occafion, at the Requeft of the Societys

By Dr, Wirnr1ay PryT SMITILL

N OW clevate your hymns of joy,
With {facred mufic let thele arches ring,
Patriots your breath employ,
Your purefl incenfe brirng ;
+ For nE receives the grateful tay,
Whofe matchlels all-controling {way,
Kings, armics, cmpires, oceans, worlds obey .
Heunee kingdoms fall) while kere republics rife
Reafonrefumesher rights,dumb fuperftitiondics,

Since then from Heav'n fair Liberty defcends
Her bright’'ning advent hail
"T'is Gop alone emits the high command—
(His great behefls fulfil 1)
Sce how the patriot-light’ning bends
Opprellron’s haughty will
Wide rends her deep obfcuring vail,
While waking glory dawns on ev'ry land.
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GreaT Seirtr hear—our humbie vows we pa)“i
"Thine arm unfeen, thy goodnefs we adore,
The aid divine confefs !
veet Independence crewns the joyous day,

Sw
Leleitial Freedom owns the genial hour,

Te {hed her choicelt bhifs,
Vhen llﬂ]l‘patlc:n rakm'd her h':ﬂ(i,

Thrappeal,impartial Juncr,wasmadetoTuex;
When darknels o'er tly zlinghted jand wag
{pread,
Trov bad'ftihe gloom difperfe,th’ United States
be free § '

PancuT of Union, manifeflt thy power,
Let difcord ceafe, |
Fell tyrants kindle mad’ning rage no more g
Diffufe to zarth’s remoteflt bound,
The blaze of {cience, and the fmile of peace,
Tl praife refound,
Thro® ev’ry chime where human voice ba found 3y
Advancing on the wings of light,
Lct Freedom fhill extend her gulden chain,
And while the nations hail th* aulpicious fight,
Commence the blelt Immanuel’s gentle reign.,
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‘Then clevate your hymns cf joy,

%¥With heav'n-taught mufic let the temple ring,

Patriots your breath cmploy,

YVour {weeteft incenfe bring:
To Gop, Columbia’s King, we homage pay,
His arm proteflive, the’ unicen adorg,

I1is facred boon conlefs :
Sweet independence crowns the fignal day,
wreedom feledls the gratulating hous

To fhed her choicelt blifs |

Hallelujah, Hallelujan, &e,

Dat ta mufe oy Mr. Van HaCER,
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