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FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS,

S O often have pre-eminent talents been
called forth on this anniversary, so frequently has
this field of oratory been gleaned for your entertain-
ment, that I should have declincd the honor of ad.
dressing you on this occasion, did I not rely on the
interesting nature of the subject as a sure pledge of
your candour and attcation.

IT would be arrogance in the speaker, who had
gcarcely enteted the threshold of exiftence, to detail
the transactions of the late revolution, in presence
of many, who were conspicuous actors in that dra-
ma. It will suffice my ambition, if I may but
strike out a spark of the patriotic fire which glow-
ed in their breasts, to light up the sacred flame in
the hearts of their successors.

TwENTY-s51x years have performed their revolu-
tions, since the ¢ recording Angel’ enrolled the
United Statés of America on the list of nations, The
decree of Independence, proclaimed in the American
Congress, was ratified in the council of Heaven,

and
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] and, in accents of terror to our enemxes, Was Fee
echoed from the skies.

Ir the motives which influenced the illustrious
characters of that memorable drama, the relation
they stood in to Greai Britain, their scanty resours
ces, the immediate and remote consequences, be
duly considered and appreciated, perhaps no era
in the history of nations can be found, at once so
interesting, so important, and so glorious, as the
birth-day of our national existence and indepen.
dence. It will influence the destinies of mankind
beyond the ken of human calculation. Our patri.
otic fathers, watching, with a jealous eye, the rights
and privileges they had purchased at the risk of all
that was sacred and dear to them, saw the whole
apparatus of slavery in motion, and greatly dared
to wrest from the tyrant’s grasp, the chain which
lawless ambition had already forged, and emancie
pate themselves and their future sons. Until the
. name of 4merica shall be blotted out forever, the
sweet incense of gratitude, from the united hearts
of her citizens, shall not cease to be offered up to
their memory, nor His high praises to be celebrats
ed, whose divine interposition gave efficacy to thexr
exertions, -

Many venerable patriots, whose presence dignie
fies this assembly, shared largely in the toils, the
councils, theydangers, the losses, and the glory of
that contest, which terminated in the reluctant ace
knowledgement, by Great Brain, of the sovereigna
ty of the United States. '{uey cherish a lively and

indelible impressicii of the scenes of that eventful
crisis.
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crisis. Americawas in her Hw:y*'ﬁh'p ":wi?d:l!
nelf-govemment, untried in armour, and to humas
appearance, destitute both of the power ind the
means, not only of annoyance, but of self-detence ;
*y t, roused by the repeated indignities and Oppteu
sions of a cruel parent, animated by the hope of:
liberty, and relying on the Gop of armies, wha'
ggi}ves not the battle to the strong, she boldly bid
defiance to the proud threats of the European Go«
vian. The event was auspicious to liberty and:
America. It furnished a striking proof, how feeble
is the power of tyrants, though supported by hosts
of mercenaries, when opposed by freemen, energiz.
ed by the love of their country.

‘Bur the grand object of the revolution was but
half atchieved by the acquisition of Independence,
To establish such a government as would secure res
spect and justice from foreign nations ; confirm doe
megstic liberty and tranquillity, and % restore harmos
ay to social intercourse,’”” demanded the united

wisdom and éxperience of our most enhghtcned
citizens.

- Tre first moments of peace are the most danger-
- ous to the internal liberty of a nation. 8o lonig as
it was necessary to repel the assaults of a common
enemy, all hearts were united ; a sense of common
danger absorbed private and local interests, and
concentrated the energies of the nation to a3 focus.
The restoration of peace gave leisure for the ardour
of patriotism to abate, and for individual and party
interests to radicate and strengthen,
THEN appeared the difficulty of harmonizing the
supposed jarring interests of the various classes of
citizens,

———
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L_.g;ens, ‘dlﬁf the s Al statés. 'To provide fob
the support of public credit, by the payment of
the public debr, taxation became indispensable, Ei-
ther the war-worn veteran, who had sacrificed his
health, his social enjoyments, and risked his life in
the cause of his country; must be defrauded of his
hard-earned compensation, by the most ﬂagrant vi-
olation of the plighted faith of government ; or la-
bour and industry miust contribute a share of their
scanty wages. Justice could not hesitate in -the
decision. .

- Tue people of the United State:, just escaped
&om the snare of the fowler, while the clanking of
the tyrant’s fetters still sounded in their ears, viewed
evety degree of power vested in their rulers as a
proportionable diminution :of their freedom ; not
considering that true liberty does net consist in an
unrestrained power of violating the rights of others,
but in having our own rights protected from vio-
lation. It was, therefore, impossible to cement the
anion, by giving fufficient energy to government,
without alarming their jealousy. |
. 'THE ghosts of departed nations, whose ruins
mark with desolation the course of history, solemn.
ly admonish statesmen in all  succeeding ages to
shun their errors, or expect their fate. None of
the simple forms of government had Been found
without great imperfections, Monarchy possesses
the advantagg of greater energy, but does not en-
gure wisdom and virtue. Aristocracy will, per-
haps, exhibit a greater degree of wisdom than any
other, but is destitute of sufficient virtue and powe

s




8¢ i and Democracy, pre-eminént in virtud, can
boast of very little wisdom or energy. It is espe.
cially inapplicable to an extensive territory, or a
populous nation. ¢ The motion of the people is
ever too fast or too slow ; at one time, with a huns
dred thousand feet; they creep like ingects ; at an
other; with as many arms, they prostrate all before
them.” 1t i§ the perfection of our conflitution, that
it partakes, in such proportion of the several forms,
as to unite the excellencies, and exclude the de-
fects of each.

THe rock ont which former republicks have gen.
erally made shipwreck, is the want of a proper bal.
ahce of power amongst the several departments of
government. The sage patriots who were deputed
to the arduous and sublime underizking of forming
a constitution, which should serve as the basis of
government, not for three millions of people only,
but which would, in a short period, embrace a na-
tion more populous than any in Eurspe ; saw the
necessity of distributing the several powers into des
partments; which might serve mutually to check
and controul each other. They ordained the L
gislative to restrain in the Executive the ampitién of
arbitrary power ; the Executive; to retard the ims
petucus torrént of the Legislative, or popular
branch ; and the Judiciary, to maintain the equili.
‘brium, and correct the abuses of both. Hence the
necessity of its Independence. As some high cliff,
whose head transcends the clouds, stands equally
unmoved by the sunshine or lightning above, and
the storms and biliows below ; fo ought the Judic

4 o ]
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ciary department in our government to be ‘equuify
beyond the influence of executive favor or resents
ment, and the encroaching spirit of the popular branehi
- Sucw, fellow citizens, is the constitution which
the collected wisdom of our country, matured by
the experience of past ages, has formed, and the
good sense and virtue of the citizens adopted 3
which has attracted the admiration of the world 3
and which, in your esteem, ought to be second ons
ly to holy writ. It is this, which confirmed that
Independence we now join to celebrate, and which,
twenty-six years since, in a voice of thunder, you
asserted as your birth-right. Under this you en.
}uy, not that igné fataus liberty, which leads blinds
fold into the giddy whirlpool of anarchy ; but alt
that rational freedom, which is consistent with indis
¥idual or national happiness ; which, like the sun,
diffuses a vital heat and energy through the whole
body politic..  During twelve years, under this cone
stitution, administered by rulers which heayen lent
us, the prosperity of our country is not only una
paralleled in history, but has exceeded the most
~—ﬂmgmm: expectations of its warmest friends. The
desert is ‘literally converted into a fruitful field, and
the wilderness blossoms like the rose; the hills
echo responses to the numberless flocks and herds
that graze them, and the vallies and plains wave
with a golden harvest ; the increase of manufuctures
has almost precladed the necessity of foreign impor«
tation ; cur commerce, which at the close of the
revolution, consisted of little more than a few coase
ters or fishing-boats, now whitens every zea. with its
sails,
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mils, and brings . heme tribute from every clim:?
the arts and sciences, under the genial and fostering
influence of liberty, have made such rapid progress
towards perfection as to acquire far the United States
a respectable rank in the republic of letters; the
- wide-spread population of the union has increased
in an unexampled ratio; “retyrning justice has
lified aloit her scale,” and, with equal beam, weighe
ed the rights and injuries of the citizens ; and peace
kas waved the olive-branch over our favoured land,

. Torjce happy Amgrica, hadst thou known the
things that belong to thy peace ! Here the geaiug
of liberty, long since exiled from the old world,
sought a retreat, and here, @n the basis of reason
erecied her empire. Would to Heaven her throng
may not be usurped by licentiousness, and she, likg
Naau’s Dove, finding fio resting place for her foeg,
return to her native skisge

~ Is then, the prosperity of America limited to the
short period of twelve years? Are its days already
numbered and finished? Hag faction veared her
snaky crest, and the wild misrule of anarchy com.
menced } Has restless and disappointed ambition
sown disconteat, jealousy and sedition amongst the :
eitizens, and excited them to pluck from the brow
of merit the well-earned layrel 2 To precipitate from
office our ling-tried, native patriots, to make room for
madern philosophists and foreigners?  Have foreign
fluence and intrigue insinuated themselves into
the councils of our nation, and ““bursting open the
doors of honor and confidence,’!, seized upon the
birth-right of native citizens? Is a system of Ma-

chiavelian
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Kiaveﬁan policy, of demoralizing principles, and:
that religion, which, like a cloak, may be assumed
and laid aside at pleasure, which, as interest and

ambition dictate, can worship Jgsus CurisST or
Mahomet, marching through our land with gigan-

tic step? While the Pagan Athenians, who never

had the beams of revelation to guide them “through
Rature up to nature’s Gop,”? caused the works of-
ProTAaGoRAS to be burned, for saying, *he could-
not tell whether there were any Gods ;**' do enlight.-
ened Americans foster in their bosom the ministers
of infidelity, whose professed design is to unchris-:
tianize the world by diffusing their atheistical prin-'
ciples more pestiferous than the Upas or Pandora’s
Box 2 Is the sword of malice sharpened against:
the pacific apostles of our holy religion by men'
high in office under the government? And has
intoxicated power laid its sacrilegious hand on one:
of the consecrated pillars of our political edifice, and
exposed the whole fabric to fall to ruins by its une<
qual incumbency ?  Or is -all this the picture of a

- . phrenzied brain, the dream of a maniac?

" THANKS to the guardian Angel of America, wha
has not permitted her to slumber in the lap of delu-
sion to awake, like Sampson,. shorn of all her en,
ergy. Still she has virtue and resolution to do her-
self justice. Reason resumes its empire, and will
point out to the_people their true interests. The
clouds are passing off the political horizon, and the
eastern stars especially, in the federal constellation,
are rising with increasing splendor. The late ren.
ovation of our state government, and the acquiess
eence of the citizens in the will of the majority, fux;
s




nish a striking and joyous proof ol’ the‘ prdilencq
of correct principles.

It is a stritt adherence to this pi‘inclple, that the
will of the majority shall govern, that constitutes the:
first law of an elective government, ~A dereliction’
of this will set us afloat on the tempestuous eea of
anarchy ; it opens wide 3 door to ambition and fic-’
tion ; and inevitably terminates in divil ‘'war. Fromr
the very nature of such a government flows jealousy
and opposmon. . Where cach -individual-has the
right of choosing his own rulers, he has incidently
the right to judge of the wisdom and fitness " of
their administration ; and it has hitherto been the’
felicity of the United States, that suth has been the:
diffusion of literature and information amongst the
freemen of the union ; so just and -rational have
been their ideas of liberty, as to qualify them for
the exercise of their invaluable rxgbts, and restrain’
those party prejudxces and passions so pernicious to
social order. So long as the ‘freedom of speech
and of the press are preserved inviolate, and the
measures of government are liable to be armgned'
at the bar of pubhc opinion, there will ahays exist a
Jifference of sentiment, and government will meet
with a greater or lefsdegree of crimination. Butwhile
this is restrained within due bounds, while it pro.
ceeds no farther than a fair and manly discussion
of pubhc measures, while reason and argument do
not give place to personal abufe, to calumny and
falsehood ; it may Le regarded as beneficial rather
than injurious. It excites vigilance and energyin
the citizens, and prevents injustice and a spirit of
domination in the rulers ; as winds and storms

| serve
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scm: to clarify the atiposphere, and render it more,
elastic and invigorating,

But the fire of jealonsy must be guarded with
the strictest watchfplncss, lest blown up by designe
ing ambition, it hurgt qut in the flames of faction,
and, by dcsttoymg all Gonﬁdence in the rulers, pars
alize the whegls of govarnment; and thus instead
o warming, consyme the body politic. |

Asitig the duty of cach citizen to yield to the,

oxce of the majority, 8o it is mdnspensably incume
t.on all, 50 long as the powers that be confing
em;elvec withip, the pale of the constitution, to af,
ford them a ﬁrql and cordial {upport ; and if mistae’
ken policy or :inexpedient measures be: adopted,
corpect the abuses by a more judicious bestowment
of your suffi rages. This is the mode pointed out
by the consticution ; and any other will weaken the
cnergy of the nation, and endanger your indepen.
dencc. On the proper exercise of the right of sufe
fnbe dep@d the freedom, the safety, and happiness
of the people i the abuse of it insures inevitable ru.
in. Those who will suffer their suffrages to be in.
fluenced by interested or party considerations, to
be made the instruments of aecomplishing the de.
signs of factious demagogu»s, are unworthy the
name of freemen. In the selection of haracters to-
offices of trust, whether supreme or subordinate,
whether under the general or state government, let
mcnt be the sole criterion of your choice. Let the
only “inquiry be, “is he honest, is he capable, is he
faithful to the constitution.” Had it pleased the
wise architect of nature to expose the human breast
~ to human inspsction, virtue would be sure to receivd
' the
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the respeet it merits 3 and the impiowt traftor, wha,
with the hallowed names of liberty and pamodm
on his tongue, would sell his country to the Migh.
est bidder, would be hunted from the abodes of
man. Miscreants, flecing from the violated justice
of their native country, would not then flock hithe
et to devour our “loaves and fishies,” &4 & reward
for vociferating patriotism in our stretts. Repot§
fiot ¢onfidence on sounding professions, but on pats
tiotié virtue, attested by steady, undeviating sxere
tions to promote the interest and prosperity of h
eommunity.

PeamiT me to remark, thut i & encred, I miy
say, divine precept, the injunction of the sainted
WASHINGTON, 70 preserve the union of the stales,

ought to be inviclably regarded At all timey
should this maxim be kept in view; but never,
since the organization of the government, has it
been addressed to the understanding or the interest
of the citizens with so cogent arguments as at this
moment. Never were the bands of contederation
so weakened ; and with the deepest regret we say
it, many designing, dcsperate spirits are scattered
through the union, . ready to apply the fatal shears
to cut thcm asunder. They would persuade us,
that there not only isa hostility between the views
of different parts of the union ; that some of the
states are establishing a system of usurpation and
deminion over the rest; but if poffible would in-
doce a belief that there is an incompatibility of in.
terests. Be conjured by all that is dear to you to
reject the idea, as a poison fatal fo genuine republi-

canisim,
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‘:—mcm, and spurn the base propagators of it, lf\

there is a polmcal axiom capable of prc-emment
demonstration, it is, that the national prosperity, in.
dependence, and even exlstence of the United States
dcpend on th. preservation of the Union.

_ - THis confideration is enforced by a view of the
present state of the Europcan nations. To every
philanthropic mind, to every breast moistened with'
the mitk-of human kindness, it must be subject of
eonsolatory reflection, that the ravages of war have
geastd on the eastern- contirient ; that the fairest
countnes in Eurgpe are no longer devastated ; that

tivers and - eeas are no longer crimsoned ‘thh hu-
man blood; that “peace with balmy wing” hag
yeturned to heal the bleeding nations, .

But what influence this event is to have on the
destmy of dmmca, is hidden from us by the nnpen-
-gtrable vexl of futurxty Certain it 1s, the ruling
powers 'in  Europe will not regard our rising power
and greatness tith indifference. France, inspired
more with the ambition of enslavmg other nations
than the enjoyment of hberty, already begms to cast
3 ]CﬂlOllh eye on the increasing energies and glory
of the United States. Not content with the empire
 of half the world, she is laying the foundation of
dominion in this western hemisphere, by dxsgorgmg
on our borders the scum of her revolution, which
would endanger her own safety ; we do not say
with a design to corrupt the virtue of our citizens,
and attack our independence by sowing the tares of
licentiousness and sedition ; but surely it needs not
the gift of prophecy to foresee, that if ever our na.

tional
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Honal glory. s to be eclipsed or tarnished, it will
proceed from the malign influence of this satellite of
France.

OccupvinG a boundless extent of territory _on
our frontier, with the Spaniards in the Floridas, and
the We/t-Indies under their controul ; having taught
the savages of the wilderness treachery to their
friends and benefactors, and perhaps imposed the
yoke of freedom on the provinces of Cunada ; and,
what is most of al! 1o be deprecated, having seduced
numbers of our citizens to worship the meretricious
goddess of liberty, which they have idolized under
so many protean forms ; could any thing short of
Omnipotence save us from the fraternal embrace 2
Yes, Union, Patriotism, and Virtue. While these
are preserved,all nature may arm her forces in vain.

LET, then, this lesson be writtenin capitals on
every heart, and assiduously inculcated by every
class of people. Let it especially be engraven on
the impressible mind of youth, Let the infant im-
bibe from its mother’s breast the milk of patriotic
virtue. Let every child, like HanN1BAL, be sworn

upon the altar to make perpetual war with the ene.
mies of his country. |

As our hope of defence rests in a well-disciplined
militia, composed of hardy, independent yeomanty ;
let each citizen cherish an ardor for military glory,
and every soldier forget not that he is a citizep.
Let us as well learn to exercise the musket, as to
guide the plough. Letit be the testamentary charge
of each dying parent to his children, to consider ra-
tional liberty and indevendence as the most valuable

Cc - inheritapeey
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mhentance, and place the love and service of their
country subordinate only to that of their Gob.

As the ship-wrecked mariner fondly seizes on
the floating plank, let us cling to the last fragment
of the Constitution, as the best, and only hope of
liberty and America.

AcTuAaTED by such motives and principles, with
the fairest portion of the globe for an inheritance,
the prosperity and glory of the United Stgtes shall
fill “the fairest page in history” to remotest ages.

i

. " NS T - .
-




Telebration.
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T Billerica, Monday, sth July instant, was cely
cbrated as the anniversary of our national

 Independence. | -

Txe morning was ushered in by the ringing of

the bell, and the discharge of cannon. At eleven
o’clock A. M. a procession was formed at the town.
houfe, coqslstmg of a respectable number of the
Inhabitants, and many from the ncxghbourmg town.,,
escorted Ly a volunteer company in complcte um,
form, ;ommanded by Capt. JerzmisH Crospy,’
Tk whole processlon marshalled by Major Jorx:
Parxzr. At 12 o'clock they proceeded to the .
meeting-house, where the throne of grace was ad,

dressed by the Rev, Dr. Cumines, and an ingeni,
ous and federal oration was delivered by Joszrw
Locks, Efq. The music of the day appropriate, -
harmonious and good. After service the procession
was again formed, and escorted to a rich entertain.
. ment, where rational joy was apparent in eyery coug,
tenance. After the repast, the following toasts
were given, accompanied by the difcharge of - can.
non from the artillery company commanded by

Capt. Joun KiDDER.

1. The day. On its annual return may it ever find united Co-
Jumbia in possession of freedom and independence. |

2. The national constitution. Champaigae to its real friends, and
real pain to its sham friends. |

3. The corn of nourishment, the wine of joy, and the oil of glad-
aess to American Husbandmeu.

4. A bow! of butter-milk and whbey within the sbel} of the Mammath

@besse, for the WORCESTER FARMER,
5. May
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