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ORATION.

BreTHREN, FrIENDS, AND FELLOW-CITIZENS !

AcaIN are we assembled beneath the wide-spread branches of the
tree of liberty.
- We are assembled to celebrate a day, glorious in the annals of his-
tory, and sacred to the remembrance of every American. Partici-
pating with millions of freemen, let us rejoice with a fulness of heart,
in a spirit of gratitude—-for it is an occasion, high and exalted. It is
the anniversary of our independence—the birth-day of a great and

powerful republic. Itssublimity is without a parallel—The progress

of time steals not 4 tittle from its importance. 'Though often sung,
and often celebrated—though the poet and the orator have exerted
their genius and their eloquence—the subject is undiminished. Every
annual return of this day, animates anew the soul, and gives inspira-
tion to the powers of language.  For the fire of freedom burns un-
quenched, and the stream of gratitude flows exhauctless!

What a pleasing scene this day presents, througl out united Ame-
rica! From Maine to Orleans—from the shores of "e Atlantic to the
wild borders of Erie—amid lowly vales and lofty mountains—alike
in the humble cottage of labor as in the luxurious mansion of wealth
and leisure—in hamlets and in cities—all is one scene of purest fes-
tivity. The commingling voices of millions rend the air with re-

Joicing, and ascénd, like grateful incense from the altar, to heaven.

They do not perpetuate, with heavy and dissembling hearts, the natal
day of a tyrant—the coronation of a despot—nor sing Te Deums for
guifty viclories, over murdered myriads, the sacrifice of human rights.
No! far different is the excitement. It is the triumph of Freedom over
Oppression—A triumph—the remembrance, the perpetuity of which,
calls forth the noblest emotions of the bosom, the sincerest gratula-
tions of the heart.

But, my brethrer, it is not on this. magnanimous occasion alone,
that we are convened : With the birth-day of our national indepen-
dence, we celebrate our anniversary as a Society. Glorious coinci-
dence! And shall we hail it as a happy omen? Though this were
now, and, indeed, will ever remain a secondary object—who shall
limit ite significance ? who prescribe bounds to its future importance ?
Increased, united, and strengthened by numbers; established upon a
firm basis, an enlarged system—a system which shall embrace both
interest and improvement—the NEw-York TyroGraPHICAL SOCIETY

may yet become, not only useful, but ornamental, to the profession of
which we are members.

BRETHREN!

Although as an association, we have nothing to do with political
eoncerns ; yet, as American citizens, do we not, in common with
others, feel an interest in every event which affects our country 7 And
as men—as philanthropists-—can we remain unmoved amidst the
agitations of the civilized world ?

To review the past, contemplate the present, and anticipate the
future, is ever pleasing, ever instructive. Happy is it for mankind,
that the ArT oF PaixxiNe fusnizhes us records of times which are no
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wore ! Shall we not, then, improve the privilege ? It is a proper mo-
ment. Let us cast our eyes, in grateful remembrance, to the days of
danger, the hours of'trial. “Let us pay to the heroes of our revolu-
tion—the fathers of that frecdom we now enjoy——the just tribute of
recalling this day to our memories, their patriotism, their perils, treir
sufferings, and their achievements,  And let their deeds and their
motives, animate us, at least, to fhink of glory ! Nay—shall we not
extend farther back our retrospective views ? Time, indeed, will not
permit an historical particularization of events—yet, cannot the
quick conception of your minds comprehend at one glance, more
than the confined powers of limited oratory could convey ?

How changed, indeed, is the vast American continent from the
time of its first discovery—when Columbus and his followers first
kissed the sod of St. Salvador—when Americus Vespucius, following
the path of that hero, in quest of gain, stole a bright wreath from the
laurels of his brow, hy giving his own name to the land which Colum-
bus discovered. 'Then—all was desolate and dreary. Now, we be-

hold a happy contrast. ,

What has contributed to a change so unexampled, and so im-
portant? LiBerTY— Liberty—which has ever been the guardian god-
dess of Columbhia. Animated by a love of liberty, our fathers left
the lands of oppression, and scught an asylum in the western
wilds. How dark, how gloomy, were the prospects before them!
Swrrounded on every side by a sava e foe—few in number, feeble,
worn down with toil, often emaciated by hunger—what were their
hopes, and what should save them from threatening destruction ?
Yet, their guardian angel did not forsake them. She enlivened their
prospects—inspired them with perseverance. Before the brightness
of her countenance, mountains of difficulties melted away—by the
gtrength of her arm, she overthrew powerful obstacles. She pro-
mised her followers the noblest reward in iife, and smiled upon them
in the agonies of death !

Long, indeed, were their struggles with adversity-—many were their
toils and discouragements. How can we conceive, how shall we de-
scribe them ? Could the trunsitory life of man realize the reward of
so much labor? No ! they toiled for posterity. 'T'heirs was the satis-
faction to behold a budding wilderness, which should soon ¢ blossom
like the rose”—to plant a vineyard, which their sons should reap.
They heheld, beneath their hands, dreary deserts transformed to cul-
tured fields—towns and hamlets arising, which were to prove the
foundations of opulent cities. These were their rewards—these the
consolements of their declining days. Blessing the inheritance to
- their children, they sunk beneath the soil ; and the stone themselves
had laid---the corner-stone of a mighty temple, covered their moulder-
ing aslcs !

T'o them succceded a race, nowisu inferior to their fathers. 'The
same vigor braced their limbs ; the same perseverance marked their
labors, and the same spirit animated their hosoms.

Invited by their success, many of the oppressed of Europe sought
a sanctuary among them, to enjoy the glorious privileges of con-
-science—of political and religious freedom. Growing in strength, in-
creasing in numbers, they enlarged their views—extending themselves
into the interior, and along the coast, to the east, to the south, and
forming those colonies, which are now component parts of the great
American republic. ’ |

"These infant colonies were separated from Europe by a wide
otean. Nevertheless, there was still a (perhaps necessary) con-
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son. . Ere the marraw of their bones ‘were full—ere the sinews o
?l:};;oir:)intf were knit togeiher—they ‘sm‘lght,.or submitted to, the p.ro:
tection of & foreign power. Great Britain, (hlfe all corrupt gove;;n
‘ments) ever ready to succor the weak, when it tends to advance e(oi
power, and subserve her interest, adopted them us her children, an

or mother. : ' |
beclz;:? t:htg?:;:l chain hung yet loose about their necks—the fettera

’ ivetted, which bound them in slavery. .
We';.?o‘:)n;l::r ‘for, plunder—too weak for oppress:n'r:——-t.h‘e colontxgs werei
suffered to enjoy partial ptivileges, aqd grew daly In slfrgng , go(r:r:s
merce, and opulence. They built ships, and wafted their pr(t)_ ucts
to every clime; and “ their fame spread abroad among the nations.

i ' 8 ¥ re and in
‘hei it kill, their persevering success In agriculture an
e Mhade. fur to : he boasted splendor of the mother

cOI(I;:)t:‘x)I’(.l Britain behold their rising power without an eye 10!' _]ea;
lousy ? Could she ot foresee their rapid approach to mdepenl( ence ?
And, if left to gain a prospect of that heavenly summit, that ;m con; |
nexion which bound them to her cont_rgl, would be brokeq ore\}z]er !
Britain saw—she felt—she feared all this. §hould she Teject, tf?l
the allurements of Inlerest, even w:hen Justice pleaq against ll:er ! K
was niot in her nature—not her policy ! The young 110!} muc?t es am
in his slumbers—the infant Hercules smothered in his eradle—the

EacLE must be caught unfledged!

gy
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" We will recal, though we pass but slightly over this eventful pe-
no%o& was America doomed to be the victim of ambition—the
“scourge of tyranny. The burden was mcreasefl—--the oppressive
chain was drawn with an iron hand, and stronger fetters were forged
3 ivetted upon her.
° gi ggts,t- the c‘:)lonies resorted to remoqstrance. | '.l‘}}rqugh nume-
rous embassies and petitions, they exercised the privilege of com
plaint. And of what did they complain ? Indeed, the l‘CCltﬂ’] of their
wrongs would prove too tedious—the cataloguc of oyl)pressn’ons were
too extensive. But are they not written in the bool‘c ! Yes! and the
flood of ages will not wash them out! Denied the right 9(‘ represen-
tation—commercial restrictions—oppressive taxcs—partial adminis-
tration, and corrupt government——;t}lese were among the most promi-
. of motherly chastisement ! ' .
?lel;lt’::;st‘l)]ise wrox?gs to be borne by men inured to perils, and in-
spired from their birth with a love of liberty ? No! Whep .all rernon-
strance had proved vain—when the faintest hope of obtaining ,)ustlc(ei
had fled, they arose in their might, burst the chains which boun'
them, and declared themselves “ FRrEE, SOVEREIGN, and INDEPEN-
sNT.” .
DLWhat a sublime moment—what a daring measure, was this ! A few
petty colonies, of scattered populatior,, the ack_nowledged dependern-
cies of a powerful kingdom, whose thousand .ShlpS _covere(} the ocean,
and whose numerous disciplined armies carried triamph in their pro-
gress, and terror in their name ! How da.re t!lese colomeg to forswe?lr
their allegiance, and how could they maintain a declaration so peril-
ous ? But, our fathers chose to be brandgd as rebels, rather than as
cowards ; to die free, rather than live in slaveiy. .Thpugh few—(—l
though undisciplined, they were brave——'I‘l_mggh wanting in arms a?,l
ammunitions—they trusted in the God of Justice, and made powerfu
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uge of those in their possession. They were indeed few, compared
with their oppressors—Their resources were small, compared with
those of England. No organized government—no disciplined army—
no confidential leaders! Yet Liberty—their guardian Liberty—in-

At her ani-
mating voice, warriors and statesmen arose, whose deeds—whose
measures, would not disgrace the proudest heroes of boasted antiquity.

spired both their inventive and their executive faculties.

"They found a WASHINGTON to direct their armies; and in the

cabinet, a FraNKLIN, & HaNcock, an Apawms, and numerous others,
whose names need no recital to bear them in remembrance.

And while we pay a tribute to these worthies—while the names of

-~ Washington, Warren, Greene, Montgomery, and Gates, are echoed in

plaudits at our festivals—shall we forget their more humble followers,

who shared in their toils; who assisted them in all their
dom and bravery ?

Though high in honor, yet of humble birth,
Their names may perish with them from the earth ;

But Time’s rude progress Memory shall defy—
"Their glorious deeds shall never—never die !

. Yes—we will record them in our bosoms, and cherish them with the
warmest gratitude.

The scenes of our revolution—are they not familiar to us all ? Not
too sufficiently so. Then, to refresh our memories, shall we point to
the field of Lexington, where the first link was broken? to Bunker’s
Hill, which stands, a proud monument of American bravery ? Follow
MonTGoMERY to the walls of Quebec—behold that hero expiring in the
arms of Liberty, his faintest breath whispering wishes fcr his country,
and his ardent prayers for her safety ascending with his sainted spirit
to Heaven? Shall we review the field of Bennington—where the
brave STARrk reaped immortal honors ? And the plains of Saraioga,

where the proud forces of Burgoyne yielded to those of the gallﬁnt
GATES Y,

Rugged, indeed, was the roed our fathers trod to independence.
It was a path of danger, and a path of death—but it was a path of
glory ! Whether we follow them, with SuLrivaN and WayNE, through
the western wilderness, to chastise the murderous savage—where
their deeds are rung amidst the wilds of Ohio and Susquehanna—
or trace them by the blood of their feet over frozen ground from
Wkhite Marsh to Valley-Forge—we must every where admire their
valor, their fortitude, and their constancy.

It was got to this, nor to that quarter, that their trials were con-
fined. We behold them in the cold regions of Canada, and the sultry
Carolinas. At Charleston—at Camden—in the Jersies—at 'Prince-
ton—at Monmouth—often amidst ill-success, when victory was against
them, and their cause seemed dark and gloomy. We do not take a
pleasure-excursion to Hariem, nor to admire the green fields of Long-
Island, but we behold the sacred spots where heroes’ bones have
mouldered—the verdant soil, once stained with patriots’ gore! Even,
perhaps, the spot of earth over which we are now assembled, has been

drenched with the blood of our fathers! |
- O! Liberty! Heaven-born Liberty ! how great is the power of thy
inspiration! Thou didst animate the heroes-of Greece and of Rome,
to deeds of never-dying glory. It is thou that dost inspire the Bru-
tuses, the Koskiuskoes, and the Tells of every country, and of every
age. Thou didst rule in the breast of the immortal Dr KaLB; who
nobly fell at the battle of Camden, fighting in & stranger’s land, in

plans of wis-

. the faltering tongue would fail, the heart may render justice.
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i -ami tain of thy
d with eleven wounds, amidst a moun
:‘hy (':a\?:; ca;l;tyi whether on the banks of the Ganges or of the
lol?:i.son-—-;lmid the wilds of Kamtskatka, or the fair regions of Colum-

" bia—in the ahades of the great, or the dwellings of the humble—

i joyment !
t soften every toil, and sweeten every enjoy -
thol‘: »m this spirit, fellow-::itizens,d tt:a:huphel.d l:}t“i) ?etll'l(:;: (:;1 ;:gng;
i i i elg .
volution—that sustained them amidst the W e,
i i balm ; soothed the doubts
She washed their wounds with healing balm; S e
; their scattered repose—sS ,
hung around them; watched over . oo ed them
) i broken visions of night, and g ;
upon them amicet d When poverty and want
h the devious contests of the day. P d
g::l)cl:a%led around them, she chased away the .ﬁend Desp;x:;l, t;r;c;
ointed forward, with an exalted hope, to .that bright hour,“w oo they
ghould sit beneath their own vines and their own fig-trees, “ W
>m afraid.” -
to E\?E; ttlllx?}air daughters of Columbia, cz;.tc{;mgt;he ;u:)llc::\;;(l ﬁtxt':aé
i i temple of Vesta, an .
bowed hefore her shrine as to the Vesta, and e theie
ic lestial Liberty. While still retaining
angelic e ot nd { their hearts—their soft hands
patural delicacy,the native tcnderress 01 £A€ : e es
] d toils. 'Their fervent Wi
were often subjected to the most rugget viche
i i i 1d of battle, and they evenjoin
were with their brave defendersinthe ﬁe. , At
i isti i ly labor. Instancing thus,
their assisting efforts in the field of daily e ove
{ beauty and bravery—the unison of Liberty Love:.
sy%ﬁ:t\}\lr)lrmo my fellyow—citizens, who shall describe the suﬂ'enn;gsoand
the trials amidst which our revolutionary contes;t protgl::s?:élu.l o e;xf
may we conceive, what we cannot express. Where A
i i iding battle of York- =
inch were our rights contested, till the deciding
".)lYO::n put an end to the struggle, and CONFIRMED the DECLABAT.ItOldI'
of our INDEPENDENCE. Then we arose as a nation. By the un;{ ed
efforts of wisdom and bravery, Columbia was placed upon a tm(f:T—:
her constitution, the rock of Freedom—so ﬁrm,b t.hatt the te(;np;s; towh i)lre g
rave, and the billows of 'Time may beal arount—>yt |
;zl;ngo[:sa ¥el:1en’1ber the deeds, and cherish the spirit of their fathers, .
| never—never be overwhelmed. -
Sh%sul:?ltht:ael‘;eroes of our revolution——where are they? Look around !

© Alas! many of them have passed away. They have followed their

ASHINGTON, to realms of glorious immortality ! Few—very
E:geégain behind. ’ Their hoary :le?dss are fa.sl: ::l%zsg:;:;]%ff(;; ;;e
e ripening for eternity ! isoon wil ,
g;az? t‘h;h;grtr?:chg of oigd, « they slept with their fathers, and their
ed in their stead.” .
Smllfe:uzot their sons, then, tarnish their glory! We have en.}ogtaig
the blessings of peace and commerce. We have beaome. (:';c o
resources, and strengthened by numbers. .We know the p:; st’with
value of Liberty. America once more Is mv?lved in a con cst Wi
the very power from whose chains she has been emancipa efeét ”
this contest right—is it just on our pgrt? Is it not a conUmFDq,
MAINTAIN those rights, that liberty, which our fore;fathfars ACIQ, . Jnoi
Far be it from me on this occasion to pursue the inquiry. fwnv | no
prolong the subject, which has presented .ltself in the courfse'o e|s ven &
por enter into an examination of its mgnts—-lest some ? vou o
whisper me the old proverb, ¢ Let thine own business en%ﬁgreof '3;
attention—leave the aifairs of the state to the governo;'s he fre;z-
Have ne, then, no interest in these imp.ortfmt com:err_xs’.t As oo
men, we have the happy privilege of enjoying our private ‘d those:
As pafriots, too, we may this day rejoice in those victories &D




e

successes which tend to promote the honor and prosperity of our

country. - We may also regret whatever we conceive has a contrary
effect. It were wise, indeed, for every American, at this crisis—a
crisis which involves the dearest interests of our country—to dispel

the spirit of party, 'which, under different names, and in different.

shapes, blinds the eyes of its followers. It were wise to make the
reason of our hearts the standard of our principles. Thinking and
acting thus, from honorable motives, conscience would direct to
pursue our country’s good; and we should then remain worthy of
the blood-bought privileges we enjoy. ' :
Shall we forget the deeds of DEcaTUR, of HuLL, of JoNEs, and of
Bainpringe ?  Shall we forget the death of LAWRENCE, of Lubrow,
and of Pike? Surely, the cause in which such men fought—the
cause in which such men fell—is worthy to inspire a spirit in the
bosom of every freeman! y :
In justice to the living brave, shall the voice of praise resound—
In remembrance of those heroes fallen—shall a manly tear moisten
the eye, and the heart beat with emulous, with extatic gratitude.
There is not in human nature a character more exalted than that
of the PaTrior—the man who, disregarding his own immediate indi-
vidual iuterest, labors for that of his country. When foes—when
dangers surround—he does not so much inquire, “ Are they self-
provoked, or unmerited ?’ as, “ how shall we meet them ? how shall
they be repelled ?” Is he high in society—his merits shall sweeten,
adorn, and dignify his station. Is he poor and humble—the attributes
of his character shall raise him far above the proudest eminence of
ambitious fortune. Through life, he is honored and respected, and
the blessings of a whole community attend him to the grave.
- Whatever may hdve produced the present war, is not a speedy and
an honorable peace desired by every patriotic American? And
ghould every American unite, in sentiments and efforts, to attain that
grand object, would it not soon be ensured ?

“ From chains to save his country-—to repel
Her ruthless foes, and save a threatened state—
A ¢lorious spirit stimulates the brave,

Whose lofty purpose is the pledge of triumph!”

Would we learn to estimate the favors with which, under Divine
Providence, our country has been blessed? Turn our eyes to Eu-
rope—the happiest spot of devoted Europe! There hell-born DEs-
POTISM reigns in iron sway ! Ambition, with giant tread, stalks o’er
the fields, spreading desolation around, and drenching the earth in
blood. LiBerry has fled—she has no spot for a foot-stool. Reli-
gion, civilization and science, are about to follow. Her subjects are
degraded to the condition of beasts—her rulers, exalfed to the sublime
pre-eminence of Destroying Demons! 'To what may we ascribe this
state of things? To corrupt systems of government—where one or
a few individuals bear sway, seeking personal power and aggrandize-
ment, disregardful of the general welfare! O, Europe! Humanity
weeps for thee! she weeps for thy crimes, thy follies and thy suffer-
ings ; but turns with disgust from the scenes of thy degradation! She
directs her eyes (with mingled pleasure and anxiety) to .Columbia !
Here, her hopes are centred—Here shall they flourish, sacred to Free-
dom, to science, and to virtue.

Who, zrown prophetic from a knowledge of past ages, by
the examples of Greece and of Rome, shall predict a subversion of
American liberties ? What similitude do they discover in the origin,

-
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: sion. or the governments of ancient republics and _our
?i:nl Ogv'al}igl?l:vd;?rax;ts such E prediction? We are’not- sprung from “a
race’ of outlaws, begotten of ravished Sabines”—We cannot look
back to the time when our fathers werc a hgr_d_e of uncivilized bar-
barians ! We have arisen amidst the light of civilization. Q\l‘rs, from
the beginning, has been the liberty of reason, unalloyed_ by licentious-
ness. We have no privileged orders—no constitutional division-
line between the rich and the poor—no plebcians—no p.atl:ncln'ans..
Though great was the glory of Greece and of Rome, whic west
through the remembrance of their heroes and sages—yet webrlt? l:wd
their civil institutions far from being perfect ! Were they establis ed
u;ion just principles -of equity ? Indeed, the then rude, 1g.norax:‘t, anh
contentious state of general society, rende_red the formation Oh' sgc

governments impossible. Though a dazzling fame is left be "ll' -t-
their existence—their splendor, has passed away like a rushlight.
America has not built upon their systems—and so long as she .'m;utn-
tains her original purity of government, can have no fear of then; ate.
Yet a cautious watchfulness is at all times necessary. From the e)tc.-
perience of ages past, we may learn the mugablhty of {1\1 hgman 1}:; i-
tutions. Guarding, then, our upion, our rights and hl?ertles, with a
jealous eye, from outward or internal innovatnong-.—ne:the.r grow:glgt
giddy upon the eminence of success, nor despairingly blind amids

threatening dangers—American glory shall never fade, but brighten

h the most distant period of revolving time.

u!rgé'il%en we contemp_late!:—my‘indulgent. friquls! when we co_ptc;m«
plate the rise and progress of the Art of ?rint:ng, we find, that it has
every where assisted Religion, Civilization, an.d .Sc{ence, and been
promotive——nay/, essential to the existence, of civil Iaberﬁy. o

What was the condition of man, in the first stages of society?
Blest with rational faculties—with the powers of language—he could,
indeed, communicate his thoughts and sentiments orally to his fellow.
But they could not be perpetuated—they would not ex.tend beyond
the time and place in which they were uttered. With distant friends
he had no communication, and remained ignprant of most transactions,
except in his immediate presence. Wandering alone, and in the ﬁek%s
—when he behe'd the scenes of nature which sun_-ounded him—his
mind was filled with the sublimest contemplations. But they
came, and passed away—they glided over his memory, like the tran-
sitory rays o’a falling star. ‘As the first essay of his invention, he re-
sorted to imitative figures, carved upon tables of stone or wood, re-
presenting in shape the object of his ideas. Here commeneed the
era of symbolic writing, practised to this day among many eastern na-
tions. Behold the first sages, the astronomers ol Egypt, roaming the
banks of the Nile and the Niger, gazing in silent wonder at the he.a'-'
venly system—and tracing, in rude figures, their signs and their cir-
cles upon the sands of the shore, etching thgm upon the rocks of the
desert, or upon the rough and unpolished skins of animals. ]

But soon, amidst progressive gonius, arose a nobler art—the inven-
tion of letters. We will not stop to inquire, to whom belongs the honor
of this invention—whether to Thaut the Egyptian, or Thaut the Phe-
nician—or whether it was of Divine origin. . ) o

"The art of writing was indeed slow in progressing—irregular in its
system. .

ylﬂven atits greatest perfection among the antients, how dull was the
advancement of SCIENCE. sple )
owing to the general darkness by wnhwh it was _surround

Rt S

The little splendor which it emitted, was.

-y
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Tim * would not allow ys to trace
diTeren vicissituges, through the int
the speak v wepe competeut to the ty
ing forth w.th brightness, like a me
teor, sinking in durkness, leaving
When Liberty und Science floyp
ageneral ignora, ce neverthelegs prevailed, Hers
were considered ny more thay mortal ;
recorded as oracles, Byt their
éven to enlighten mo.lery ages
ebscurity, had they not the airy merits of ¢
The difficulty of obiajy,
beyond the reach of the ¢ mmon .people,
clain the priviiege of becor,
ostentation and bigotry,

libraries of the wealthy

writing, it was for the use of himself \-r hig friends. A
would have cost more than the priniin > of a whole
at the present day. It was the custom i.r
eflusions orally, often extempore, in pubhe.
Some degree, aseribe the perfectjon
Romans,. I the time of Henry the 24, of Eng!
publishing the waorksg of authors, was to hay
days Successively, hy order of the universi
by the public ; and
then permitted to pe taken,
Instead of printers, scribes v
could not then recup to a nensp

eyery passing event. They could not apply to a book-store, and re-
ceive the most celebrated and valuable work for a mere trifle,
would be thought now, were a Concordance to cgst five hundred dol.
lars? or were two hundred dollars to pe given for a common octavo
volume ! Yat such, we are told, was the rate at which books were
sold previous to the discovery of Printing, “They were also traps.
ferred from one to another, by bond op deed, as we now convey real
or landed es(afe, | -
Amidst this state of things, how was it possible that science shouid
extensively flourish ? What wag Greece, in its brightest moments, and
ome, in its Augustan splendor, but dark lanthorns, beaming brightly
within, yet gpreading ne radiance around them? Far distunt ages
were to reap the benefit of thejr researches; and when they them-
selves were sunk i darkness, to walk in the reflection of their glory !
~ With means of diffusion sq confined, hew could infant science with-

stition and ignorance, whey ambition and

Boovs were

ties, or Juares

her flight, Science accom-

many centuries we behold her,
m different regions, like an electric flash, emit, at intervals, a luiid

fay--and like an clectrie flagh, ag suddenly disappear ! ~

- But the Art of Printing arose ag g sun, which should dispel the
clouds of Ignorance ang Superstition, and shine with a steady lustre,
etnligf]‘ter'ring ages, till it should set with the world, in the night of
eternify ! |

" We are told that printing, by characters carved on blocks of wood,

ad.been for 8ges practised among the Chinese. 'T'his invention hag
hever, perhaps, been traceq to its origin; and shou.. = called slamp-
thg, rather thap printing. Had thejr knowledge of the  *-qied to

the progress of Scienee, fn ajl
ricacies of obscure ages—evey if
sk. Often have we beheld it burat.
teor of night ; and like a nightly me-

behind no traces of its splendor,

i and even their absurdities were
nhames and their works have descended,
—many, indeed, which wou]d sink into
_ nliguity to buoy them up
g education.in those periods, put it entirel
Few—very few, could
"¢ learned, ang learning was shackied by

seldom seen except in the
If an a.thoy committed his productiong to

single transcript
edition, perhaps,
great men to deliver theijp
0 this we may, in
of orawvy mong the Greeks and
and, the manner of
e them road over for three

appointed
il they met with approbation, copies o) them were

ere in thoge periods employed. All
aper, and obtain a Correet history ¢
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' - inese dvantages have they reaped from it?
anlightan the .'P:::?x?ga;,vmg;} Zx‘]’mrieﬁce no salutary effects ﬁ;‘o.?;
Even at the .Izlewhich has tended (where left free to the course o l;l;e
that L vilie an l2 hten other parts of the world. And how is it possi |
i re) to en lgld when we consider, that they are superst,ntlousy'
tlzat oy ﬁ'}'mut e,very innovation upon apcient custom, and ‘th'at theit
bigoed a‘lgatns rosed of eighty thousand diﬁ'event‘ characters !
alphabet is comj ius of FAUST, which in the fifteenth century ’:u:;
o 1E was tgetgﬁ'nPrintinw a8 at present practised. Justly was it rin ?ts
e trtoof humax? inventions. By the ignorant of. th;t l?'aef’i it
:gut:lceeg\;iz ansidered tsupemmturatl.f Wlhep tlfz‘lgttn J:;Lng} Palrsi’s, hs:

4 L . . .l [ ' )
edition of the Bible, and exposed it fo ‘i&:a e "v‘vere irecls DI Turis, he
i gm.prison?;‘il asct;!;;eﬁ;(?:sl aaricﬁiichr{le g;ld them, and the fan;;ueg;
par-pi. o ‘1 mf lthe 'c.héracters—-detumwine(l at once that pe ( e:ad
it regulalztlty Rnd he would have suitered the pumafhment, inflic et
:ﬁ?hteheigz‘:[‘;riestcraft in such cases, had he not divulged the art,
wy}’ﬁch l?e before'had_ endeavoi:iﬁhtlt!)l"c; nzfa;.pread—-through different

i th?:t ngzgnl;nl:ﬁ?g ﬁngland'——-diﬂ'using beams. of :h.ght, ang
o Ofbtf:re it the clouds of bigotry and ignorance. Ge;‘n;u:oﬁi
ehfls(;.g}‘;n s:elcomed its appearance, and haile(? it as the star oowtzx o
"t‘lt:;sﬂrt Divine. Religion, Literature, al?}:l PSI(I:CI)?;?:(,I 3;);01:'—-~‘ s
: rn P .
resuscitgtlng poz)vvs'zrful f::«iji'flg. amﬁ’ ;‘trs approach, Superstition tre.?lll:
b PE{EZS_—Sal;k palace of cruelty and crimes! She couldhl?ot ‘:;diu
b!ed, i f? ' —and Error shrank from the rays of its searching o
;31:;1 1&{3:: fzommeuced a new era. Learngng'wqulgd l;l(())n:;ngea‘ e
spolis i superstitious, designing .
mongpohs?dfggmzlfegzgig:g‘eél,disuéoveries and improvements in 'thli
Qﬁ:usmnslz t?le Science;——the moral and metaphysical workt?tof at'xlc:,}l;lilr
Al;'tfoﬁ? (hers were brought forth from th.e grave ot: obfscunt‘yl:.6 Thelt
gult;r [[))a"chr’nents and mouldering inscnpt::;;;;ﬁ:g i;og:nple oo
_— dack i ir signification—were ' .
ztg::)’paelclidi:di‘:irllal.nt(';elgg?ll)%glcharacters, and diffused to enlighten a
wog:llt(iil:g?‘:lixec:;datio"ns are now neces‘sar_(y} to com;llnecep :Sxtm;xvlj:gdt }(l);'
scende ‘ igarl? Compare the . ;
e tm}']Scitl:‘::;(;ltszégg(;ststooi)egzsupon it a n?eril‘ed eulogium ; nor
pl‘.esen:. \lsion allow minutely to trace its progress and gﬂ'e.cts. -
WI"thh “toacakl"'n land, previous to the introduction of pf'mtmgIt mas
that l:;:l :Ivf?sl ?'J' éomp’uratively speaking, a .hor.de of -bm:ba?l?:séou :trry
there cugitivated, however, with greater assiduity thdﬂ. :gtance o
from*which it emanated—which is produced as fclme thes : n’ unong
many, that genius is seldom rewardcd—-seldorp ouris .,d,. i oo
five o il. By the wise and the powerful was it patronised ; af ner
ufY ) s;l)iltxls ed);catinn and wealth, were proud to becox}lq ltsbprolgtsesr ary.
g‘hgePREés was introduced into universities.-—cstabhshedﬁoi i oy
associations, and cvery where held in the highest x;ener;% jon. Soon
did they perceive the benefit of its encouragem;er;) et means o
obtaining knowledge being rendered easy, anc 11' ]gltened n, e
h of all, the majority became gradually more enlig tened. o
fota]ac kles wh’ich bound the mind, and the veil which blin l& e eyes
'df ac ekind were rent arunder. They were led to beho o o
‘oh'ml?n rm’u;xded science—the -arts, the bigotry anq sutp? auons
xhlif:h S:lreiled Religion, which perverted that pure fountain uto &

I'J
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deadlygpool, more pestiferous than the Lake of Sodom ; changed the
2 autient world, Now

! Gcience, in the charac
' These kindled up & flame,
a mighty realm,

mild breath of peace into the wasting winds which sweep the plains
of Jara! It was then that designing priesteralt exclaimed, “ We must
root out printing, or printing will root out us.” But printing was too
fivioly established, We must, then, said they, ¢ set up learning against
learning.” . "This they did, perhaps with more, but with limited sue
cess—f{or their opponents were armed with Truth and Reason.

Thus too, amidst progressive inquiry, the original rights of man are
unfolded. He learns his own strength—nhis attributes—the power of
his faculties. He perceives the injustice, and despises the oppression

of despotism. He catches the spirit of Liberty, and longs for personal
~for rational freedom. ' |

§

Although the old world has beheld the dawnings of many revolu- |

lions, tyranny still maintains its ascendency. By tyranny, the light
has been withheld—it has not been suffered to become general. The
generous few have yielded, with the ignorant many, to the chains and
darkness of designing despots. Their efforts, though they must still
await the happy period of a general emancipation—may nevertheless
boast of glorious ameliorations. Instance England—Not only as re-
gards literary and seientific acquirements—also, her reformation of go-
vernment. Not but that her constitutional government is imperfect-—
not but that it is often grossly perverted in its administration. Yet
consider its purity, as compared with former eras. In promoting these,
the Art of Printing stands conspicuous. Her historians acknowledge
it, and the world bears witness. N S
But is.it not the interest of tyrants to destroy the press? Has it
not ever been their policy ? France affords a conspicuous example.
There printing has been practised in much perfection. - For a while,
as relates to science, she had experienced its happy effects.
the same source, Liberty was about to crown her with a glorious
blessing. Yet now, we behold a gloomy reverse. 'The despot who
rules her destinics—did he not know that where the Press was left
free to enlighten the mind, personal thraldom would not long be sub-
mitted to? Yes! And for his decree alone—setting aside his other
characteristics, which the specaker would neither depreciate nor over-
value-——for his decree alone which dcstroys the liberty of the PrEss,
he deserves the execration of every virtuous man. ,
T'yranny, we must ever abhor. It is still tyranny—awhether reign-
ing in adverse darkness, or amidst delusive and guilty splendor. And
shall we not feel for France, as for the rest of enslaved Europe 7 How
loyg shall it be thus? Is there not still a spark of that Divine fire,
which shall never be extinguished? Soon may it burst forth, and
spread its light through every darkened nation. ! Thus will we hope;,
as we ardently desire. 'We would wish themm—not a change of pp-
pressors ; but a thorough emancipation from every kind of oppression.
Turn once more to America. To the Art of Printing it is, that she
in a measure owes her present exalted condition.  Perhaps, too, it
was the effects of this art, which taught Columbus, that the broad-

beaming sun, which seemed to quench its splendor in the western
ocean, descended but to light another land.

Our honest forefathers-——ever revered be their memories! did they
not for a time inherit a portion of ignorance ! Did they not some-
times burn a witch, and sometimes suspend a quaker? And shall we
not aseribe this to ignorance rather than to wickedness ? With few op-
portunities to discover—with confined means to disseminate it, they
still indicated a disrosition to encourage truth, Welcome were the

1
i L

From

encourage&nen
idered as | :
%):ts‘far different were its attributes
oraele. :
ad confiy . .
::)lr and superstition, to enhghf
ledge which should exalt it Iromt
which it was buried.
" In the records o

romoting the !
lt?he pure effusions—the doctrines 0

1 Mhese inspired the American people
% righis and privilegfas as men.

the infusion 0i |
tt:;:em to the contest, and animate tl

till it should epd in success.

guat raye of reviving knowledge whi

tremble. No! It is the enlightened mind,
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ch shone upon’ them from’ the

and then a wandering spark -from the ﬁ{ﬁe ;&'
ter of eminent exiles, descegded amoq(‘z;l ine;
which, at 1o distant period, was to iHumae

\J . .ng‘
ine ¢ genius and learnl .
e o ion into this country, mat with every

, introduct, vas
anting, on its early In . ted. The Press was
Prining, t which (;ould have been exf::z that of antient Delpht.
an oracie,

e famous t
ttribu fW:\ml effects from those of that

Press—not to mislead ignorance .

! ove er-

\ sve the cause of truth, to remove -

m ol o Sub::nvthe mind by every species of lmow;rn
the dust—from: the darkn\esg ‘

It was the province of the

mi for
[ our Revolution, the P“I‘(‘:rsom this fountain flow

of our heroes and sages.
sense of their o_mgma:
r'hese opened the pores of the sou

. iri Liberty, which was to urge
that ardent Splllz:n th rolugh }trl,\e gloti ous-struggle,

- CE.
cause of JTNDEPENDEN
-~ f freedom,

with a

‘ - to
. e that tyranny has
er of arms aly(:r?ﬁch knows and feels the

3 of
f hu‘man nature—which scorns to bow bem.:at& ;h;;e };c:ll:;t o
9 Knowing that liberty—rational hbe?ty], lsﬁrst D e
%pp({ese:g‘r; ‘that ¢ in his wrath,” as a curse onlg', dn% exg withp ace o
e i d, thus dignl :
— \an thus enlightened, th h 8 B
:‘lp(;;zxgaarrtx}(‘l urtnl:lz;tanding, wmfld sooneryield to death, than ‘
ee

i ins of slavery. ‘ -
thesgal!:l(;gEcl}l:lntshg sister if LisgrTy; and PRINTING, though
CIEX ,

iste d co-
| i i i both: They are co-existent and €O°
po bx.rth., l%‘htz X %\l:gr?;z,l;pziable companions, and gax:h‘ér%?:zgsbbgé
v Ilinni'ry must preside o’er the PRESS, aE R atiraey
together.ht wer of LisErtY. By ScieNce- must t feS e
- o Od the PrEss shall disseminate the rays o "tl‘: o ' ous
e i the country—where the people, blest wil y r%.-for *
Wh.el‘e. " ? eLet them cherish it, as the core of their | eaﬁme v
:ﬁ;?lbg:igg?vé them through every relvctﬂ;ltlllgngolg , I:g?;x;ggngd dis‘solv-
: amidst falln : :
§hall brf;Sel"feag:; Tx;'t"{,',?;ﬁ“{o the proudest emu;en(rzs o;!}ll\;gg;ngf
ing emplf?S’Where then, shall we turn our eyes® ) gLl
e thes evolt’ with indignant disappointment ; ri)(')r o
e o the ot an. But here—here in our own Colum I:a,d wfre'e old
:telc:cfzig?i‘:eogf? heaven. Here, the Press has flourishe ,
a

i ever remain
yancing Liberty and Seience. And here may it ever—ever
unshackled !

In America, we enjo F
purity. Who ,would contract its

It is not, then, at the pow

dignity

‘ .ss in its greatest
ggpoM oF THE PRESS 10 1
7 FRlimitsss, or rob it of a pHV:lf;l(;)gelift g:i:
oy o Tieentiousness 7 Shall 1t DE A€M T
i t times border upon licen d—to dis-
;i‘oe: 1tt(:1 gte?ve:t truth, and subsef've the caugstg of? falsel%c;ﬁat! o il
s:afni’nate false doctrines in religion and politics :——

\ because the

that the sun were extinguished from the ﬁ"’faf?;:tv’_gﬁzcause it

aor ent busks as freely in its beams 8 the sx:ge nut.ritious plant ?
E::;fms alike to vegetation the noxious weed a8

’ ‘ 18€¢
Would we, that the dews of heaven should cease to fall, hecat
. , .

&
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they moisten alike the Bohon Upas, as the fragrant bosom of the
‘yose 1——No! with the antidote before us, why should we fear the
poison 1 A free privilege of inquiry, and unbiassed judgment—where
the mind is thus enlightened, TruTa will ever, 'in ‘the end, prevail.
The constituted laws of our country define and punish libellous and

trcasonable publications: With all other discussions, they have no - i

right to interfere. And the first blow which is aimed at the Freedom
of the American Press, would be the step by which a tyrant would

‘attempt an ascent to power. But it would prove a stumnbling block,
which would for ever prostrate him in the dust. | :

Look round upen our country. We behold learning every where
encouraged.

ings. Although your.g in existence, America transcends in general

knowledge, il not in classical literature and useful science, every other

nation upon the face of the earth. If America can boast of few literary
productions—if her writers, her poets, her philosophers, her artists,
have not arisen to superior eminence, it has not been from a poverty
of genius. It may be ascribed to other causes. Having a wide field
open before them, they do not confine themselves, (as did antient
rusearches) to a particular branch of the arts or sciences. Probably,
too, in a nation so young, where an equality prevails, and a ‘general
Gmprovement is the prominent object, emulation does not so much
exigt. Sitining talents are more seldom brought forward, and perhaps
too little ercouraged. But, who shall say that America is without
pative genius? We will produce Rirtennousk, and the whole
celestial system shall bear witness. We will mention WesT, and
Nature hersell shall appear in his behalf. We will point out
ERANKLIN, and the lightning of heaven shall descend to convince
them! A Paine, a Bariow, and a Rush, have lately sought the tomb,
whose worth—whose works shall stand recorded to ages. We have,
also, many living instances of native genius. We will not name them.
They speak for themselves, and to the honor of their country. -
The encouragement given to commmon schools, and to periodical
publications, dees honor to the American people. . It tends to hasten
them, by a dignified advancement, to a glorious pre-eminence—a pre:
eminence to which they may justly aspire. In every village—in
every country town—and often amidst the dark wilderness, where
culture has scarce lopped the hranches of the pine to admit the light
of heaven—we behold temples arising, dedicated to KNOWLEDGE.
In more populous places, and in cities, are charitable institutions, for
instructing the poor and the orphan. Seminaries, also, ifor the higher
branches of education, the eminence of which would not disgrace the
proudest countries of the old world, where the arts and the sciences
have flourished for ages. '
Throughout almost every part of the United States, where popu-
‘Tation will insure patronage, newspapers are established, whose co-
tumns “ blend amusement with instruction”—which convey occa-
sional literary morceaus, with political and miscellaneous information.
W have also numerous periodical publications, devoted exclusively
to literaiure, science, and the arts, Many of these possess a epirit
and purity, which does honor to the abilities of their conductors and
to the genius and literary character of the nation. But, do these meet
with merited encouragement? We might venture to affirm, that they
are no where too extensively patronized —not too well rewarded.
These, my (riends, are the blessizgs of Freedom—purified by sci-
ence, diffused through the Divine medium of the Pregs.

]
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.
* Alluding to Messrs. Starrs, type-founders, of this city
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uone could effect it. “ Give them to me,” said the father. Se tiating
the rods, he took them singly, and soon acomplished the object.
“'Fhus, (said the venerable sage) while you remain united in the bonds
of brotherly love, you may defy the frowns of fortune, and the power
of your enemies. But by division, by contending passions and
adverse interests, you invite misfortune, are exposed to the malice of
the world, and incur destruction.”

This is an antient allegory. Apply it as we will—-either {o our

own little professional community, or to the more-high and important
relations of the republic.

~ Here will I leave each portion of the subject. May our own dica

tates—the emotions of our bosoms, inspire to worthy conduct and
ensure happiness and prosperity.

My Frienps !

The speaker will now render his acknowledgments for your indul-
gence. T'o this occasion he has not done justice. He feels—he
knows it. But, he has not addressed you from motives of personal
fame—not for popular applause—but to subserve an immediate duty
of the day. Youth—inexperience—want of health, genius, or abili-
- fies—or whatever has tended to retard that fire and that eloquence
which should distinguish an orator—he offers no excuse in extenua-
tion. He were even satisfied with meriting your charity. It is the
first time he has spoken in public—It will be the last time, perhaps,
he shall have the honor of addressing any of this assembly. But often,
he hopes, we may meet to perpetuate this anniversary, under pros-
pects more auspicious to all individually, and to our country. And
when we shall pass away—when posterity shall walk, if not weep,
over our graves—may the liberties we inherit be transmitted bright
and unimpaired to our descendants, till the sun shall cease to shine,
and the world itself shall dissolve . - '

Soon, brethren, are we to assemble in the hall of festivity. There,
while the wine sparkles in the glass, and the song and the toast re-
sound—may gay good humor preside o’er the scene, and brighten
every countenance. May we remember, that it is not for ourselves
alone that we rejoice. May the sentiments of our hearts unite, and
the affections of our bosoms expand—rejoicing, with Larmony, as
becomes friends—with reason, as becomes men--with freedom, as
becomes Americans !
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