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VOTLE or tue MEETING.

AT weling of a wwnder of the inkhabitants of the towns off Wrent-
tam, Medtield, and Frankling qf Whitacy’s Flall 7z Wrept-
“am g toda o Jaly A Dl 18or. -

ON motion, Voted that Major Beriaw Brastow, DoSor
Javes Gerarp, und Major Moses Knare be, and hereby
avc chofer a committee to wait upon Do&or James Manw, and
thank him for his well adapted OraTion this day delivered 2
their requelt, npon the annrverfary of the InpereNDENCE of the
Un:iTep StaTes of America ; and to requeflt of him a copy

[

for the pres.

Atteft Jairus WARE Clerk of
the Meeting.

—p—

GENTLEMEN,

THE flattering teltimony of the approbation of the gentle-
4nzn, at whofe requeft I pronounced the Oration, after a very
thort notice, is a fufficient inducement for me, to comply with
their requelt ; fenfible at the fame time that their candor will
apologize for all its imperfeions. With fentiment of refpe@

I am your very
obedient fervant

JAMES MAXNN.
''o Muj. Brrraw Brastow.
Doét. James Geravrp. Connrniiiee.
Mai. Mosts Knarer. '
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¢ITIZENS and TOWNSMEN, '

YOU are convened this day, neither
ta commemoréte the birth, nor the coronation of .
a prince, nor of aking. The capricious, or cruel
tvrant has no charms to fubdue your paffions, to
his control. For you realize that you are men, ex-
atted -fuperior to that {ervile fear, which, the bafe
{fycophantsof crowned heads exprefs, at their maf-
ter’s frowns.

The falcinating fplendors of a brilliant court,,
chain you not to the footftoo! of an impericus lord.
You do not fubmiffively kifs the duft, v >an which
he {cornfully treads.

Sole pofleflors of the foil, which you cultivate,
vou enjoy unmoleflted, and in tranquility, the pro-
duce of your farms; for you do not m-aunly tram-
ble, left either the fruits of your laborious hands,
or ever a tenth of your frugal carnings, fhould be
wrefted from you, to gorge the pampered ecclefiaft-
ic, or glut the coffers of inlatate civilian lords.
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Fortunately you are deftitute of all thofe orderg
of men, privileged by birth, to riot upon the hard-
earned favings of the induftrious citizens.

You are not {ubjeélted to be forcibly dragged,
from your peaceable retirements, from within your
own vineyards, and from under your own figtrees,
to take up arms to gratify the defires, of an ambi-
tious mongarch. |

You poffe{sin complete fecurity, the riches, which
your lands, in boaatiful profufion, are annually re-
paying you for your toils, while in their culuvauon.

Such are a few of the bleflings, which, you now
experience, produced by that glortous revolution,
which, you this day celebrate. =~ | |

But, Crr1zENs, this is nat the natal day merely of
your own ind:pén lence. Nations yetin lervitude
and bondage, will hail this, as their birth of free-
dom, and independence. Even nations, where the
American emancipation from oppreflion, is not ag
yet known, will at fome future period, have abund-
ant reafon to join with you, in congratulations of
joys upon this aufpicious day. AN

It poflibly may be expetted by my audience, that
we fhould revert to thole caufes. which, through a
long feries of events, have finally led the United
States of America, to that important crifis, when,
they ‘were declared free, and independent.

Upon your account, aged citizens! who have
taken 2 confpicuous part, in the arduous, and haz-
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ardous conflit, either in perfan, or Ly your infly-
ence, or by your property, it js quite unneccflary,
to reharfe them in detail; while the recent annals
of your country, are ampiy copious, and explicit
for the information of thofe, who are too young,
to have been at the time of your cel=brated revo-
lution, upan the theatre of a&'pn.‘

For thefe reafons, as well as on account of the
brevity of our time, we fhall only obferve, that the
privileged orders of Great-Britain, in whofe hands the
reins of government are always held, become jeal-
ous, and feared, lelt thofe principles of kiberty, inde-
pendence, and equality, which had at firft been im.
planted in AMerica, by your enterprizing progen-
itors, thould increafe, fo as to grow forrﬁidabie, if
not dangerous, ta arbitrary fyftems.

It was readily conceived by the Britifh court, that
in order to fubjugate your fpirits to their wills, it
was only neceflary, to diveft you of your property ;
{o that while depriving you of your liberties, they
would grafp the whole income of the American

World; from which they had,in confequence of

your unexampled, and rapid increafe of popula-

tion, calculated a large increafe to their revenue
How frequent it is, that thole events, upon earth,

wmch arc of the moft importance to mankind, are
often caufed by the mott trifling, fometimes by the
vileft intentions of men! |

s
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But thefe meafures of that infatuated court, artful-

ly conceived, and unwilely adopted, to be covred

~ e & B =

into execution by force of arms, excited a refiftance
which confounded their wifeft politicians, a refift-
ance, which repelled eventually their hoftile armies,
and a reﬁ[lancé,‘vhich by its confequences, afton-
ifhed, at the time,! the world of mankind, and has
fince caufed the globe to tremble to its center.
Hence, the effefts of this refiftance did ne: ceafe
in Amerita.-————--Nations? who were coadjutors in
the American revolution, and nations, who were
mere {pe&tators of ‘t’il_f: {anguinary conteft, which
the Unitep Srtares fupported, having caught the
infeflious principles, which were the bafis of the
American revolution, cherithed them, and adopted
them, as their own.  While thefe principles having
thus extended themfelves far and wide, do, at this
very moment, continue to prevail, to the awful de-
firu€tion of tyranic powcr, and its bafe fupporters.
But, while you have caufe to rejoice at the down-
fall of tyranny, and at the dawn of rational liber-
ty, when .the mind enveloped no longer in clouds
of error, is free to expand itfelf, and uncontroled
by civily or ecclefiaftical fubordination, may open

-Hts views, irto the regiors of fpeculation, and invef-

tigation, farbeyond mean, contraéted confiderations,
vou fhould lament that degraded ftate of favage.
and barbarous degeneracy, which itill exifts wiiiin
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the brealts of meny and, which is the occaﬁm_; of
fo much blood-fhed and flaughter.

Although crimfon rivulets have been made to
flow in the fuppori of the caule of humanity; yet
it is to thofe mifcreants only, who have driven men
to this bloody extremity, you are to look for the
fource of all this calamity ; while, on account of
their criminal outrages comnitted againft nature;
thev finally will pertth by their own indifcreet
meafures. '

Conne&ted with your independence, is that ever
memorable pEcCLARAION OF R1GHTS, which an-
nounces all men to be equal, and free. It has its
foundation in truth, and reafon, not in vague and
fpeculative opinion. . Its principles were {irﬁ en-
grafted into the nature of man, and after being loft,
in confequence of his depravity, were again pro-
mulgated with the gofpel of Chrift. It has fince
been publithed for your benefit, and the happi-

nefs of mankind.
An annuat“renovation of thefe principles will

ferve as 2 monitor to your memories. This decla-
ration of the rights of men, which cannot be too
much celebrated, has ever fince its publication,
been viewed by republicans, as the great charter of
the human race; and, while it contains the politic-
al creed of freemen, it fhould be conftantly retairi-
ed in their bearts ; it fhould be taught to youth, as
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a leffon of laﬁing impoitance ; even the infants
fhould be made to lifp it, from their tongues; while
its principles imbibed with their mothei’s milk, w:il
durably imprefs their tender minds, not to be effac.
ed; except with the lofs of life, and with whichy
than thefe principles, they will fooner part.  Evea
every at adthorized by whatever nam», +~nobled
or not, or however dignified to dive® i clazer s
of thefe their ineftimable privileges, wiii be viewed
not only unjuff but opprefive and hoflile.

Mankind prone to idlenefs, and too indolent to
think for themfelves, have in times paft, reccived
their inftruStion, civil and ecclefialtical, from thofe
who interefted themf(elves, to keep their pupils fub-
jeft to ignorance, and fuperftition. Paffive obed;-
ence to {uperior authority, whether juft, or unjuft,
and nonrefiftance to civil, and ecclefiaftic laws,
whether right, or wrong, have been the themes, up-
on which, the privileged orders, with indefatigable
zeal have harped.

But, fuch are not the precepts taught by our ho-
ly religion. From the ‘divine infiru&tions of the
Lorp, we have the genuine principles of repub-
licanifin clearly opened to us. He himfelf. has fet
us for our imitation, precious examples of liberty,
and equality.

The debafement of the feif-exalted, and the ex-
~ altation of *he meek and humble are, every where
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énhounced, in that facred volume, which fhould be
the rule, and guide of our faith, and praflice.

Is it not then incontrovertaply evident, that ex-
clufive privileges belong to no clafs, or orders of
men? Public offices of courfe, are the fole prop-
erty of the nation, and they theirfelves only have
a juft right to difpofe of them. Whatare falaries,
but mere rewards adequate to the lubors,and fervic-
es done the public? While ae, who is the moft
faithful fervant, is \he only one deflerving of the
future confidence of the people.  When a cilizen
is invelted with authority, to aft; it is ncither from
himfelf, nor for himfelf that Le ofbciates. The
law muft govern his adminiftration, and direé& his
mealures, not whim, caprice, and paffion. The
law is the voiek of the nation,and that man, wheth-
er in office, or out of office, who will not obey its
mandates, will, i hours of cool refle&tion, be el-
teemed an enemy to ihe republic, a traitor, or an
ufurper.

The hiftoric pages of the American revolution
are replete with inftrution, and wifdom, as weil as
outrage and violence. From them, may be col-
leéted a knowledge, not oaly of ourfelves, but of
men. From them, may be learnt, in what manner,

republicans, with a tone, phtlofoplical, dignified, and

manly, addiefled the ufurpers of their rights, and

with what language, fraught with infolen; abufe
B -
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they replicd to their moderate requifitions. There-
| in, on ane hand, we behold rifing into view tyrants
ftruggling for increafe of cmpire, conflagating cities,
devaftating villages, demolifhing tc;nples of worfhip,
waptonly murdering the decrepit, and aged, and,
eventin coal biood, with favage barbarity, butcher-
ing infants at their mother’s breafts.  While, on

the other we fee men fage in witdom, firm in patri-
cttfm, uniting their energies to counteraét hoftiie
meafures, {cconded by a band of intrepid republic-
ans, with a fortitude and prowefs which would do
honor to veteran foldiers, contending in unequal
battle, and conquering by perfeverance.

At vdrious periods of the re-olutionary war,
many patriots rofe into view, who more engaged
than their affociates in arms, have rendered tiem-
felves confpicuous, in the front of the terrible con-
teft, and by decds magnanimous, and heroic have
immortalized their names down to the remotelt ages
of pofterity. Would time permit, we would pafs
all of thofe celebrated charaéters in review before
us. A few, however, as examples for your emula-
tion, muft, for the prefent, fufhice.

Among the firft, who made a voluntary facrifice
of his life, for his country,was a \WarreN. Every
time he is named, ihe heights of Bunker rife to my
view. I {ce the minions of tyrants rufhing on to

hellifh flaughter; and I fee mercenary foldiers, and

-
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felf devoted citizens promifcuoufly biting the
ground, their garments rolled in blood ; and to
heighten the terrific {cene, I fee fell defiruttion,
robed in fheets of fire, and with wide conflagation
ftalking over the devoted town of Charlefton.

1 would willingly quit the fubjeét of thefe fan-
guinary fcenes, but my baunted imagination pre-
fents under every form, and in fucceflive profpeéls,
battles, flames, flaughters, and death; and hark !

while I am now fpeaking, methinks I hear the
hollow, and deep mouthed thunder of the god of
war, from the plains of diftant Quebec, For there it
was, where MonTGOMERY early in the caufe greatly
fell, and lavithed away his ufeful life ;—a chief,
who glorioufly expended hi., precioufs_ blood for free-
_ dom and his country.

Shall I relate where Wooster fell ; and how the
intrepid Mercer led on the front of battle, when
he received his mortal wound; and how young
Lawrens emulous of honor ruthed on to certain
death? Their names with their enterprizing ex-
ploits are alrcady enroled upon the inperifhable
annals of fame,

But, thefe are only a few of thofe exalted heroes
who bave fought, who have bled, and of their coun-
try, have well deferved ; and while it is agrceable

to our feelings, to bear their names in grateful re.
membrance, upon our minds, the caufe for which,
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they contended, demands it of us. To applaud
deceafed virtue, is an incenfe due to the meritori-
ous. May the altars of freedom ever teem with
the fragrant fumes of praifz, whole refrefhing odors
will cver alcend to heaven and be there received
as an acceptable offering prefented, as a fweet {mel-
ling favor, by {uppliant mortals, s

The briltiant exploits of men engaged in their
country’s caufe fhould be preferved; thatthey ma);'
exift, as fo many examples worthy your imitation,
They xill excite your children and your children’s
children to an emn'ation of them. |

Americans! have you not abundant caufe to ren-
d=r thanks to heaven, that you were notleft to have

been deftitute of men, capable of bearing the bur-
thens incident to the revolution; and even wil-
ling to facrifice their avy, for the public benefit ?

Buts it is not from the ficld only, you are to call
up to recolle&tion charafters, whofe names the
trump of fame will never ceale to refound. For
in the cabinet, you have had a FrRaNkLIN, 2 Han-
cGCK, the Apamses,a JEFFERsSON, 2 Ran DOLPH,
aTrumBuLL,a LivincsTOoNE,with a crowd of pat-
ridts, too numerous, for us particularty to notice.
Suffice it to remark, that the caufe for which Amer-
1cans contended, roufed the latent fpark into aétiv-
ity ; for like the flint, without attrition, the fire of
genius might have continued dormant, and ob-
{cure.
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In order, CitizeNs to excite the rifing gener-
ations to the praflice of virtuous deeds, it has been
ufual to have recourfe to examples, noble and dif-
interefted.  But, to recur to the records of antig-
uity for fuch, is quite unneceflary.  The illuftri-
ous attions of your own countrymen. are¢ already
fufficiently numerous and brilliant (o flimulate
your youth to an emulation of them.  Why then,
would you ranfack the annals of ancient Greece
and Rome for examples, fo long, as, your own pof-
tef[sa WasningToN ?  What age, or what coun-
try can boaft a Aero, a pairiot or a politician his equal.
In the field, he conquered ; in the clofet he furpall-
ed the wifet. Indeed, he had not a competitor in
in cither. The combined virtues of a Fas1ius, of
a Han~isaL, of an ALcxaxper, and of a Cin-
cinnaTus are inadequate to finith the fublime
charalter of a WasnincTon. For, after fubduing
the encmics of his country, and fupporting its in-
dependence, he conquered himfelf.

Awbition is the fovereign paffion of man, efpe-
cially of profperous man. Of all the heroes of
antiquity, we have called to recolleétion no one,
who having had the fupreme authority for feven
years in his power, yielded it up without a requeft,
and from the exalted flation of a commander in
chief after having accomplifhed a moft brilliant
work, no lefs than bringing a nation into exiftence,
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' reduced himfclf to a private citizen. Sucha man
 was WASHINGTON.

But, thefe are the aftonithing effeéts of principles
principles, which are congenial with the fouls

of men contending for their liberties, in oppofition
to an inordinate, and an ambiticus thirft for power.

The refulgeni fon of liberty, after a long feafon
of darknefs yevifited this weltzrn hemifpheré, it ret-
rogrades eaftward, to enlighten other ciimes, and
having illumined the whole terreftrial globe, may
fome Josuua, like the feer of old, fay to that glo-
- rious luminary, ftand thou flill, and command that
it fhall never fit. Americans ¥ Although this be-
rignant planet has arifen with you and has com-
menced its renovating courle, it has not half accom-
plifhed its brilliant career. Hence, how important,
it 1s, that even while its refplendent rays continue
their influence, every citizen fhould become a fold-
ier, and that every foldier become a centinel. In
proportion to the increafe of wealth, fo, will be
multiplied the fources of corruption. Did not the
chofen difciple of the Lorp, betray his mafter,
for a few paliry pieces? Can we expe&t a more
general difinterefted condud, in this age of degen-
eracy ? To cure a difeafe, it is neceflary, that we
know its nature. Isit notof the higheft confe-
quence then, that republicans thould cver be upon
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their watch, to check that itching defire to an in-
creafe of power, which, all in office, are wont to
poflefs.

Man has always a difpofition to become atyrant.
This is difcoverable early in his infancy ; it increaf
es with his growth, and it ftrengthens with his capac-
ity. A child 1s a tyrant to an infe€t. An ambi-
tious man would lord it over the whole heritage of

God.
- Avrepublicis a government of laws and not of
men ; but, how foon do freemen loofe fight of #i7s
odjecly and fee, in their fupreme executive, all the
energy, which belongs only to the law itfelf.

You yield up imperceptably your liberties, by
quietly fubmitting to the will of an individual.
Hence, the adminiftration of a virtuous chief mag-
iltrate, may lay a foundation for fucceeding mifery
in a nation, provided a vicious magiftrate {hould
immediately follow in office, by inducing an apathy
and a ftate of careleflnefs concerning "the public
welfare.  For, itis always difficult, fometimes im-
poflible, to diveft men of indolent habits once in-
duced. While you cannot inculcate the laudable
principles of reformation, without expofing your-
felves to all the horrors attendant upon revolutions.

But, ftill the conftitution of the United States
has the means, to check the evils, which {pring
from ufurped authority, while it is fully adequate to

curb the {pirit of infubordination.
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Americans | bleft with fuch a government, and
with fuch a country as you now poflefls, your con-
dition is truly enviable. Situated as you are, too
remote to fuffer from the intrigues of defpotic
courts, you have little to fear froni their arms;
while your connc@lions with them, are commercial
only. Do you but attend to your internal police,
you may triumphantly bid defiance to all externa!

force. o -
Should your adminiftration be oppofed to the

law, the remedy, you always poffefs. Ulfe 11 {eafon-
ably, and the bufinefs is accomplithed. Hence, of
how much impottance it is, that republicans, do
not by their negligence, loofe their only opportunity
of filling the offices of government, with men, who
poflels, not only fufficient wildom, but rigid integ-
rity, to adminifter in conformity to the law,

AMmeRricans ! youhave the valt Atlantic roliing
its boifterous waves, on one fide ; extenfive, and
impenetrable forefts on the other, the barriers of
nature, to protet your blefled land, from foreign
invafion. In the known world, there are no peo-
ple, fo independent, as yourfelves, having within
your own boloms, the produftions, in profufe ex-
cefs, of the various climes of the globe. What
the heart of man could have defired, you do al-
ready poflefs.
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AmericAns! your name is refpe&ed from home,
as well on account of your country, as for your
wif{dom, and for your courage. You flill can boaft
of your chief magifirates, and of your fenators ; of
your military and raval oficers. Your militia, which
you muft view always as the great bulwark of your
country, for their organization, and regularity, may
be put in competition, with the beft difciplined
foldiers, which the tyrants of the earth canproduce:
while itis to thefe hardy, and intrepid fors of ycur
land, inftead of idle, mercenary, ftanding armis..,
thofe harpies of nations you are to look for yuuz
defence againft all your foes.

To your natural advantages, we will add your
improvements. Your agricultural intercfl which
is the internal ftrength of a nation, is in a promif-
ing condition ; while ufeful difcoveries are daily
making, in this important art, fo neceffary for your
exiftence, and happinefs. In the mechanic arts,
you are fcarely behind the moft ancient nations,
while the liberal arts, and fciences, are in a flour-
ithing flate.  Your foreign, and inland navigations
already vie with thofe, of the moft powerful, and
wealthy "kingdoms of the world : and, how necef-
fary, and important are they, to export the furplus

C
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of your luxuriant feil ; for 1 is, from commerce,
that ycur wealth, and foreign importance grow.
But, Citizexs ! the brevity of our time prevenis
an enumeration, of all thofe natural, and acquired
advantages, which, you fo minently enjoy ; par-
ticularly fuch as arile from your infulated fituation,
as 1t relpcéts the nations of the earth; from your
extenfive fea-coafts, fo favorable to commerce ;
from the variety of climates, which produce a rich
variety of the convenicuces, and the luxuries of life ;
from the redundant produélions of your foil, from
which, you felc& a valt fupply, for exportation ;
from your extenfive forefls, for the growing of
which, it would he politic, to give encouragements,
being fo neceffary for moit of the arts, particular-
ly for thip-building ; from your mild Jaws, and im-
partial adminiftration of them; all of which are
peculiarly favorable to the population of your coun-
try, by inviting into this retreat of peace, and hap-
pinels, emigrations from foreign lands, as well as,
by cucouraging carly matrimonial connc&Qions.
But. above all from a free toleration of religious
opiuions ; and irom a liberal, learned, and benevo-
iont clerypy, who faithfully adminifter to their fev-

eral flocks, portions of [:cred truths, agreeable (o
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their own ideas of them, without breathing forh,
anathemas againft thofe of their neighbours, who
may be of a diffcrent fentiment.

Such a land, fo dearly purchafed, and fucha
government, fo laborioufly erefted,and wifely ef-
tablithed, you AmMEricans! will never volunta-
rily relinquith. Wherefore is it net of the high-
et importance, that you fhouid annually, and
with folemnity, and cheerfulnefs renew by public
celebrations, the day of AMERICAN INDEPEND-
ence, and that declaration of the ricuTS OF
mAN, which has laid the foundation of a rRerun-
r1c which bids fair to rival, within the fhort fpace
of the life of man, the moft populous empires of
the world ? ‘

Thefe, my CountrymEN ! are only the feeble
marked out lines of the glorious advantages, which
you now enjoy. This fublime fubjett needs the
accurate, and life delineating pencil of a Raphael
to give it in all its colors a repreflentation ade-
quate to its merits.

Did I but poffels the all-perfuafive pen of a
Cicrro, and the eloquent thunder of a Dewmos-

THENES, I would imprefs the importance of it up-
on your hearts,
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" To be then as completely happy, as this tranfi-
tory world can render you, itis only to know that

. Yyouare blefled. Mz the Gop of heaven con-

tinue to profpoy sour labors, for it is from him
you derive every good, and perfe@ gift.  May
the Loap contnue to blefs you here, and here-
after crows v with glory and hoaor,

THE END,





