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TO THE READER.

Tat following fheete, written in ha'te, were not intended for
publication 3 but from f equent fulicitations; I fubmit them to
public perufal.  ‘T'he fentiments they contain, whether corre& or
erroneous, original or acquired, are, by adeption, my own.

As an Ameiican, ¥ co~ceive ita duty I owe the country where
I have reccived my exi:tence with the means of its convinuance ;
and the goverpment to which I owe my hiberty and fecurity, to
yield my love and a‘tachmen® to the former, and my cbedience
and fupport 10 the lat-er.  Union in thefe fentiments, muft be
viewed as hiclly efl:orial bo'h te pubiic and individual peace,
profperity an” happin<fs  To ¢ff: @ this—wifdom, intereft and
found poiicy di@ae : it therefere cught to be the endcavor of
every American. This has been my main obje@ both in uriting
and pub’ifbing.

I make no preres fii=s 10 literature, ornament or grammatical
accuracy. Atamnments of this kind my fi vation in life has ne.
cfluily precluded. How far this perfornia: ce agrees with the
original and profcflud defign, is left with the candid reader to

dercrmine,

THE AUTHOR,
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FELLOW CIT!ZENS,

I SHALL not afict fplendor or eloquence.
My objet is not merely ¢ to play round the head ;
but to reach the heart.” 'io have truth appear in
its native, fimple form. To give an impartial ftate-
ment of facts as they appear to my underftanding.
Impartial did 1 fay? Yes: for if 1 know my own
heart, I belong to no party, and that both in politics
and religion, | a& from my own judgment, and have
no more partiality f.r one man than another, merely
on account of bmh, rank or eitate. Long fince
have | beea of opinion, rhat neither birth, rank,
¢quipage or wealth, confli utes zbe man; but corrett
fentimen's reduced to praltice- This is the fource
whence originates rea/ greatnefls, frue nobility and
{e.r.zuine goodnefs. All other greatnefs is comparative
ittlenefs ; 2ll other nobility finks into ignoble no-
ability ; and all other goodnefs is but a delufion.

A fincere adherence to truth as reprefented to the
mind, reduced to praétice, is the only ftandard both
for cur civil and religious creeds. If they will not
bear this teft, our light is but darknefs ; our religion
is buc enth uﬂafm, delufion* or hypocnfy, and our
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political{fentimentserroneous andpartial inthe extreme.
If a conformity to the truth, agreeable to the infor-
mation received, denominates a partizan—I ac-
knowledge my error, and plead guilty.

For what was man fent into the world ? is not an
impertinert, but an important queftion. As a chrif-
tian I would anfwer, to love his God with all his
heart, and his neighbor as himfelf. This may be
faid to comprehend all the duties both in civil and
religious life. But confining the queftion to. a po-
litical fenfe—1I reply, to db and get good—or in other
words, by a virtuous life, to make himfelf happy,
and by a continuation of the fame mean, to aug-
ment the happinefs of his fellow man. To faith-
fully difcharge both duties, is the grext bufinefs of
a virtuous man’s life. Every other fpecies of vir-
tue or happinefs which has any other foundation,
however beautiful and fplendid in appearance, are
in reality but empty names. We here find the dif-
tinction between wifdom and folly ; virtue and vice s
and I know not but greatnefs and littlenefs, as ap-
propriate to man. -

Refpecting the term greatnefs, it is, 1n my opinion,
frequently perverted in application to man. Solo-
mon has thrown fome light at leaft by informing
us, thet ¢ greater is he who commandeth his {pirit,
than he who taketh a city.”’—Reafon is the diftin-
guithing charaeriftic of man; and ating agreea-
ble to enlightened reafon, is what conftitutes him
both good and great. Separate goodnefs fron« nis
charalter, and he has but a forry claim, even to the
name of aman. He may be bulky as to his body,
yet poflefsed of a very fmall foul. His eftate may
be large and extenfive, but his mind narrow and
circumfcribed.  Greatnefs and goodnefs I am
fenfible are words of different import ; but great-
nefs, applied to man, will hardly bear when feparated
from goodnefs.—I choofe raiher to join with the
poet in counting “ thafe only, who are goed and great.”
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In this life our wantsare various : fome natural and
abfolutely neceflary ; fome felf-created,and from habit
partially fo ; others merely fuperﬂuous and imagina.
ry. From thefe wants originate the various pur.
fuits and employments of mankind. The utility of
the bufinefs or occupaton in which they are enga-
ged, depends on the real neceflityof the article which
their induftry produces. Hence we fay the calliag
of the husbandman is the moft honorable, becaufe
the produce of his laboris the moft effential to our
exiftence.

The next clafs in point of utility, .s that of the
manufaturer or mechanic. Among their various
occupaticns, fome are more, fome are lefs ufeful,
in proportion as the article made or manufaCtured
is more or lefs neceflary.
~ ‘The third and laft clafs I fhall mention, parncu-

larly, are thofe ftiled merchants or venders of the
produce or articles, after having pafled through the
hands ofthe farmer, manufaéturer,orartifan. Thefe
men, in their employments, cannot be confidered fo
neceflary to the exiftence of fociety as either of the
former. They never origirated from neceflity,
but convenience. It cannot therefore, ftritly fpeak-
ing, be faid that the merchant is a neceflary, but a
convenient man.

In addition, might be mentioned the employments
of profeflional charalters and others; tut I only ob-
ferve, they are all ufeful when honorably purfued ;
and each one mult be viewed more or lefs fo, as each
province is more or lefs neceffary.

Thefe oblervations have been made partly for the
purpole of thewing what particular men are the moft
‘ufetul in fociety. The principle is this—that the
bufinefs or occupation that is the mg ot neceffary 1is
the mof? ufeful ; and if the word honor can bea pplied
to calhngs or men on account of their callings, it
in a peculiar fenfe applies to the moft neceflary. But
by what principle in philofophy or religion, man.
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kind judge that there is more merit and attention
attached to a ribband or piece of guaze, than to 3
bee or a grid-iron, Iam at a lofs to determine. - Or
why there fhould be more honor or refpet given
the man who ftands behind the counter and vends
the articles, than the husbandman and manufa@urer
is equally unaccountable. But fuch is the vanity of
the human mind, -‘hat when it leaves real fubftances
it purfucs fhadows ; while on the flight, not unfre.
quently lights on equipage, parade and external
fhow ; and in its rage tor gratification, how often is
real utility facrificed to vanity and extravagance.—
With refpect to-the honor attached to men on ac-
count of the'r employments in life, it very much
depends on their acting well their part in the ftation
they fill, or calling they follow. 2 greeable to the
words of the celebratcd Pope—

¢ Honor and fhame from ro condition nfe,

“ A& well your part, ..there all the henor lies.”

From what has been faid we alfo infer, that from
the ablo'ute wants of men originate their mutual
dependance. Man in the ftricreft fenfe is dependant,
He comes into the world more helplefs than any
other being, and longer needs the aflilttance of thofe
from whom he derived his exiftence. Even when
arrived to full ftrength of body and mind, he has
wants, which confidered in himfelf, he cannot fatisfy.
As old age advances, affiftance from others increafes.
Thus, from the moment he draws his infant breath ;
Jfrom the cradle, through the whole buftle and bufi-
nefs of life, and I might add till he is depofited in
the ““ deep, damp vault’” is he dependant on his fel.
iow man.

This leffon of mutual wants and dependance, if
duly attended to, would do much towards regulating
our conduct towards each other infociety. It ad-
drefles every individual thus—*¢ Man behold thyfe'f.
Confider well thy exiftence ; thy conaition ; tiie res
lation in which thou ftandelt to thy fellow man.
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What is. thy life? The brevity of which may be

juftly compared to a vapour loft in the air! aflower
fading in the fun! a dream vanifhing in the morn.
ing! What art thou? but a being of yefterday,
poflefled of a body liable to infirmity, difeale and
death. A mind knowing comparatively nothings
happy only in embracing the truth, but prone to err ;
putiing light for darknefs, and darknefs for light 5
wandering in the mifts of error, igncrance and de.:
lufion. Wiih difcordant and contending paffions 3
which if let loofe, will fcatter death like a whirl-
wind—ifluing in the deftrution of thylelf and oth--
ers. Alone in the worl, thou findeft thyfelf a poor,
forlorn, deftitute, forfaken creature ; having wants
thou canft not fupply ; having defires thou canit
not gratify—pining for fociety. and languithing out
a miferable exiftence. Then confider well the rela-
tion in which thou ftandeft to thy fellow man. In
{iciety thou mayeft be fheltered from the heat and
cold—thy hunger and thirft allayed. Here thy for-
rows may be foothed--— thy joys participated—thy
tears fympathized-----thy pains alleviated. Learn
then from thy need of others to adminifter to others.
Co vifit the fick—feed the hungry—clothe the na-
ked. As thou wifheft for the enjoyment of thine
own right, learn to refpet the rights of thy neigh-
bor. Doft thou with others to rejoice in thy prof-
perity and happinefs ? rejoice then in the happinefs
and profperity of others. Finally, do as thou
wouldft be done by.”’—1 bus it becomes every man
to think, and thus it becomes every man to alt—
and were this the cafe, my brethren, what a happy
change would be wrought in our world. Inftead of
the tyger-like fpirit of revenge, we thould difcover
the lamb.like fpirit of forgivenefs. In the place of
falthood, flande1, envy, hatred perfecution, malice,
fraud, and the whole train of vices, we fhould find
truth, candor, fincerity, love, toleration, mecknefs,
hupefty, and the whole train of viitues.~But we
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paufe—and fay, O/ how happy! were it fo!—We
think, and wi/b it were fo :—we think again, and /a-
ment it is not fo—then end with the fad r¢fle@tion—
Alas! poor buman nature!

Having evinced the dependant ftate of man, alfo
the natural and moral obligations refulting there-
from, I would here obferve that his indepzindence in
a great degree originates from his dependance. The
abfolute wants of man, while alone, point him to
fociety. His wicked und imperfet ftate in fociety,
convinces him of the neceffity of civil government :
it confequently follows, that his independence is in-
feparable from the nature of the government, to-
gether with the union and ftrength of the fociety or
nation of which he is a member. 1 thall therefore
proceed to take into confideration independence in
a national fenfe,

Independence in a political {enfe, when applied to
a people or nartion, confifts in their poflefling the
fovereignty within themfelves; thatis, the power of
eleting their own rulers, and all other ofhicers rela-
ting to their eftablifhed form of government, inde-
pendert of any other nation. But this cannot,
ftrictly fpeaking, be termed independence only in a
limited fenfe. For notwithftanding their poliiical
freedom, they may be in want of the abfclute ne-
ceflaries of life, and in this refpeét dependant on
other nations. Then only can a nation be termed
independent, when in addition to their internal free-
dora, they poflefls within themfelves the means ef-
fential to their exiftence. For the fupport and con-
tinuation of their independence, they muft depend
on union and internal {trength. Thus what contfti-
tutes national independence in the moft perfe&t and
unlimited fenfe, are political freedom—pofiefling
within themfelves the atual neceflaries of life ; to-
gether with internal ftrength and union.

In almoft, if not in every refpe&t, is America the
moft free and independent nation on earth. Here
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the fovreignty exifts in the people s the rulers pro-
ceed from, and are chofen dy thclelves ; at their
will they both rife and full.

‘The conftitution is calculated to perpetuate the
repreflentative fyftem in every part. l.aws when
found defetive can be amended or altered, as beit
to {ubferve the interefts of the people.

liere a'fo we are free from ecclefiaftical intolera
ance*--from the oppreflion of unneceflary taxes.--
Free in the exercife of the faculties of the mind.--in
fpeaking, writing and publithing our opinions.--alfo
in the purfuit of our innocent occupations.

As it refpeds the poflefling within ourfelves the
real neceffaries of life---as 2 nation we ftand unri-
valled.

Our country is extenfive, embracing within its
limits every climate and fuil neceffary to furnifh us
with the means of exiftence ; and I might add of
comfort and convenience. But in regard to the two
things on which the continuation of freedom m.™
- depend, namely internal ftrength and ucion ; itis
impoffible to afcertain to what degree of perfeition
they exift in this country. Still it is my opinion,
however, that in an inftance of fureign invafion,
every man who confiders himfelf, or deferves the
name of an American, would arife at his country’s
call, and exert himfelf in her defence. This being
the cafe, no kingdom, empire or people on earth
could conquer us. Hence we conclude, that Ameri.
ca is, and may ftill continue to be, the moft inde-
pendent nation under beaven.

The God of nature has feen fit to give us exift-
ence in a part of the globe in every way the beft
calculated to give exiftence and fupport to a free and
independent people. He likewife has been pleafed,
in a wonderful manner to interpofe in our behalf in
relcuing us from the oppreflive yoke and galling

® Referring to the conflitution and government of the U, States.
B
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chain of a jforeign tyrent---thus exalting us among
the nations of the earth, by far outweighing every
octher in point of independcnce and happinefs. 'The
language of his providence now is---* . mericans,
I have fought your battles, an1 crowned ou with
vitory---I have # ade you a nation who were not a
nation. Stand faft therefore in the liberty whereby
you are made free---and fze that you are not again
entangled in the fireign yobe cf bondage. 1 have
given youa land toinhabit, which may emphatically
be dencminated the political Canaan---a land over-
flowing with milk and honey. Cultivate and im-
prove it. Here is fuflicient for yourfeives, your
children’s children, to the thoufandih generation,
Be contented and induftrious---united and virtuous,
and you fhall be happy.” The voice of (od and
the voice of reaflon are the fame. They both in-
ftru& us that the real interefts of all the virtuous
and induftrious part of community unite, fo far at
leaft as to fupport the rights of the nation againit
foreign aggreflion or invafion.

Having {ufficiently proved, that from the govern.
ment, local fituation and internal refources of Ameri-
ca, the is thebeft calculated to exift as an independent
naticn, of any other---I fhall now proceed to make
fome oblervations refpeting the means by which her
indcpendence may be fupported againft the attacks
and aggreflions of other nations.

I would here obferve, that it cari never be the in-
terelt of America to engage in an offenfive war with
any nation.

For the United States to fupport an offenfive war
a navy would be neceiary, of fufficient force at leaft
to combat the power againft which we had to con-
tend. But as offenfive warisa finof all others of the
deepef? die, and the greateft of all offences commirted
again{t heaven or earth, we certainly cannot wifb for
a navy for thic purpofc: and would time permit, I

might point out to you the difadvantages of a large
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navy to this country ; and that were we poffefled of
one of fuflicient force not only to combat but even
to conquer the proud miffrefs of the ocean berfelf, it
would be only a curfe to us, totally incompatible
with our lecal and internal fituation; and deftructive
not only of naiional but individual virtue, profperity
and happ:nefs.

" Nothirg would juftify war of any kind, but ab-
folute neceflity. Vo the feelings of a virtuous and
reflective man, even the idea of war 1s horriole !
Whatis it ? It is not merely the lofs of a few vefiels,
of a little property---not merely the facrifice of an in-
dividuzl, or the deftrution ofa family or town; but
it is empbatically *° opening a vein that bleeds a nation
to death.” For what purp-fe would America at this
time wifh for war? % ould it be to increafe her num-
bers, profperity or happinefs ? Could her rights be
defended oi her grievances redrefled ¢ Certainiy
ncet. Would the honeft farmer, the induftrious me-
chanic, the fair merchant ; would the chriftian mimf-
ter, the candid counfellor, the humane phyfician;
would the affe€tionate husband and f::ther, the tender
wife and miciher---finally, would the judicious and
patriotic ftatefman, or the true American, wifh for
war? Was the queftion put to the above characters,
do you wifh for war ?  Would they not with united
voice exclaim---Heaven forbid that we fbould have
war! We are all for peace !

But whoare the men who with for war? Gene-
rally fpeaking, the men who with for unneceffary
war, are thofe who, deftitute of love to their coun-
try ; 2 relith for the fweets of domeftic life---and
having iike Burr, out-lived their reputations and ef-
tates, would willingly recover themf{elves, at the ex-
pence of facrififing the profperity and happinefs of
their country.

The only war which America can be juftified in
maintaining, not only from motives of policy but
principle, and every laudable confideration, is a de-




(iz)

fenfive war---and this is only neceffary in cafes of in-
vafion. In an inftance of this kind, our defence and
victory muft depend on internal ftrength and union,

But when the injury done by a foreign nation or
nations confifts in a. violation of our commercial
rights, found policy diftates a different mode of re-
drefs. Llere the moft gentle means are the moft ef-
fetual ; and as long as they ftand out, and difcover
no difpofition to make ample fatisfallion, the beft
mode of punifhing it is, to fufpend all intercourfe
and let them alone.---This part of my fubjet feems
applicable to the prefent day ; and perhaps I cannot
better illuftrate and eftablifh the laft mentioned prin.
ciple, than by obfervations and remarks which natu-
rally offer themfclves on the prefent ftate of our
country.

FeLrow CIiTiZENS,

At a time when at peace with all nations, we have
recently, in repeated inftances, feen our {fovereignty
and independ:nce treated with contempt---our na-
tional flag degraded---our ccmmerce embarraffed
and partially deftroyed, by the detention and con-
demnation of our veflels, the fpoliation of our pro-
perty, the impreflment of our American feamen and
the mur-er of our citizens within the jurifdi&tion
of the United States ; and all this outrage and de-
firuction, under circamftances of agoravited cruel-
ty and infult, and by a nation “* profefling friendfhip
and a high fenfe of national honor.” And to finith
the climax, two of the moft powerful nations of Eu-
rope have by orders’and decrees, operating in the
total deftrution of our neutral rights, cut off ovr
intercourfe with all nations. In this critical, injured
and infulted fituation, what was to be done ¢ In
what manner retaliate? How feek redrefs ! Muft
we have recourfe to armies and navies, and by op-
pofing force to force, bring them to a fenfe of juf-
ticc? No: we are notin a fituation to do this.

Had we a navy fufficicnt, and were we inftead of an
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agricultural and manufalturing, merely a com-
merc:al nation, and dependant for the neceffaries of
life on the nation or nations by whom wewerein‘ulted
and injured, then with propriety might wc have re.
courfe to thofe kind of retaliating meaiures. But the
cafe is far different, and the plam and inconteftible
fal is, that as a nati-n we cannot with propriety be
denominated commercial, but agricultural ; and
thofe nations with whem we have intercourfe, are
by far more dependant on us than we are on ibem.
This truth appears with full force from the confide.
ration that this countsy to a great degree, in the
commercial line, in the exchange for the aCtual ne.
ceflaries of life, receives thofe which ftritly fpeak-
ing, may be termed fuperfluous.  1his fhows that
thofe nations inflead of havirg a redundancy, are in

want. In want of what? I ot of the luxuries and
fuoerfluities, but the ordirary means of fubfiftence.
Their wants are rea/, n t imaginary. But quite
the contrary with us, While they are ¢ ftarving in
a foreign land, we have bread enough, and to fpare.”
Our actual wants are amply fupplied. For the grati-
fication of our partial and imaginary ones, we are
in a degree dependant on other nations.

This contralt exhibits in a ftriking and convincive
manner, the dependance and independence of this
and other nations, in a commercial poiut of view,
And while intercourfe could be kept with the bel-
ligerent powers, upon nfutual principles, we were
wxlhng to fupply their aftual wants, by delivering
our produce at their own doors, and receiving in ex-
chauge articles, many of which were wholly fuper-
fluous to them in every other refped, and not lefs fo
tous. Hence we canexift witheut them ; but they
¢anet without us.

Placed in thefe circumfitances, can any one be at
a lofs as to our mode of redrefs, and weapon of de-
fence. Cn this point the voice of God, the voice
of reafon, and the voice of our country, unite,
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The language of fcripture addreffeth us thus :-..

¢ Come ye out from among them ; be ye ieparate
for let favor be thown to the wicked, yet will they
not learn righteouinefs : in the land of uprightneis
will they deal unjultly. Come therefore my peo-
ple, enter into thy chambers, and fhut thy doors
about thee ; hide thyfelf for a little moment, until
the indignation be overpaft.”” More appropriate
Janguage cannot be made ufe of.

Liften now to the voice of reafon, while it addreff-
eth us in the following manner: '

““ Americans, confider well your {ovreignty,
prefperity and refources. Although your internal
ftrength, if united, is fufficient to repel the force of
foreign invafion, flill you are young---you arenot in
a ftate of preparation, (and if you were, it would
not be confiftent with your intereft or happinefs) to
be implicated in the war of hatred, defperation and
extermination of the old world. As a nation, you
have internal refources, and are the beft calculated
of any other to live alone. Still you have neigh-
bors at a diftance with whom you wifh to have in-
tercourfe. To this I do not objeét, provided it is
condulted upon principles of reciprecity. But as
thofe neighbors injure you, and infift you fhould
take a part in their quarrels, my advice is, to ftand
aloof. You arebetter cuftomers to them, than they
are to you. You have the fiaff in your own hands
---make no ufe of it in threatening---but let them
know that you co not wifh to trade or aflcciate with
a band of robbers on the high {eas, any more than
on the commen highways ; and if they do not de-
fitt from fuch unjuftifiable condud, you will with-
draw all connexion; and tame tiicm as you would
a tyger, by ftarving them.”

With the voice of both, coincides the voice of our
government. Cn our government’s having no-
tice of the orders and decrces of Great-Britain and
France, which opcrate in the deftruttion of our
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commerce and neutral rights, what was to be done ?
Would it have been proper to have declared war a«
gainft both nations? Prudence anfwers, no; this
will not mend the matter. ur commerce, if pofii-
ble, wauld bein a worfe fituation.  Shall they go to
war with ngland? This may be gratifying to the
French; but of what advantage to us; our com-
merce {till remains in the fame embarraffed condi-
tion. The gain upon our fide would bear but fmall
proportion to the lofs. But fuppole they had levied
war againit France? Tafk for what? Merely to
gratify the Britih and their agents in this country ;
for furely we could neither get at them, or their
property. Now in either cafe, our commerce would
have been in a worfe fituation, if poffible, than in
confequence of the embargo. Not fo, fays the ob-
jector---*¢ our government did not condu&t wifely :
inftead of laying the embargo, they ought te have
declared war againft France--then Britain would
have proteted our commerce, fought our battles,
and defended our rights againft the univerfal Inva-
der---who in his boundlefs ambition for extent of
territory, is not confined merely to Europe, Afia,and
Africa; but in his rage for conquett, is ftill fighing
and gralping for America; and, Colloffus like, ftands
with one footon the old world,theotheron thenew.”

Here let any reafonable man, for one moment,
paufe, and reflet. | will not go fo far back as
the commencement of the American revolution.
1 will not point you to the catalogue of grievances,
juft read, contained in the declaration of indepen-
dence---nor would I remind you of the difhonorable
condut---the inhuman and favage cruelty of Britain
from that time to the couclufion of the war. Look
at her condutt fince. When after relinquithing her
right to govern us, and acknowledging the people of
the United States, a free, fovreign and independent
nation. [ afk, what has her condu been fince?
Has fhe not, in repeated inftances, trampled on our
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neutral rights ; defpifed our flag, fceffed and jeered at
our independence 3 imprefled our feamen ; detained
and condemned our veflels’ and cargoes, and even
murdered our citizens ; thus adding death to inju.
ry and infult ; and all there adts ¢f outrage and injuf-
tice, not only countenanced by her agents ard emif-
faries in this country but tolerated and fanQioned
by their own government.

I now afk any candid American, whether this is

the nation to entrult with the prote&tion of our
liberties and neutral rights ? If fo, | exclaim, O un-
bappy and iil-fat-d ~merica I” We may jforgive,
but to confide in or forget them we m ve: can. ‘jhe
man who in repeated inftances has broken into your
cellar and robbed you of your provifions, you may,
perhaps, wifely forgive ; but atterwards to entruft
him with the key, would be confummate folly.
- For my own part, | have no particular partiality
for George the 3d, or Bonaparte, and think all our
apprehentfions, refpeétine either, are groundlefs, pro-
vided we are united among ourfelves. Still th re
are fome who think we have much to fear from
France, and that we are in jeopardy unlefs proteéted
by the Britifh navy ; thus intimating, that the is fully
equal to the conquering of America ; and were it
not for the t nglith,Bonaparte would at this moment
be employed in the work of {ubju :ation.

To fuch chara&ters I reply, are you fure but
France may conquer England ? It is anfwered, no.
Well, one thing is pretty certain, that at our diftance
from Fngland, we can be of but little ufe to her in
fubduing France ; and after all France may poffibly
come off vitorious; in which cafe, 7hint ye, we
fhould fare much the better in confequence of our
friendly aid to Britain. If B-mnaparte is fuch a ze- 7/
ble creature, is it not found policy to let him alone ?

But fuppofe for inftance (for you know it an age
of wonders,) that by the afliftance of Aneicr, } n.
gland fhould humble France, could we expc&t to
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find more liberal friends in the chara&ers of George
the 3d and his miniftry? We have tried them again
and again, and if at laft we fhould fucceed, 1 fhould
be almoft ready to pronounce it the wonder of
wonders.”> Hence we conclude, that the beft,and I
prefume the fafeft way, is, to leave the King of En-
gland and the Emperor of France to fight their own
battles. 1f they do not ufe us well, withdraw all
connexion, and have nothing to do with either.

This was the policy adopted by our government
i laying the embargo ; the only fafe and effeftual
meafure which at the time, could have been taken ;
and will, in my opinion, if f£riflly adhered to, foon
convince, both England and France, of the vaft u-
ulity of American commerce.

Butitis confidently afferted by fome, ¢ that the em-
bargo is a war meafure---forced upon us by our gov-
ernment, in compliance with the mandates of ihe
French Emperor, for the purpofe oi bringing us in-
to a war with Engiand.” |

Let any impartial man read the Britith orders of
council of the 1:th of November, 1807, together
with the retaliating decrees of France, and he will fee
fuificient caufe for an embargo, feparate from the
Sfecret mandates of Bonaparte. In addition to thefe,
there is another order of council, fanctioned by the
parliament, laying a tax on goods landed in England
by neutrals, of over 30 per cent. called a warehoufe
duty.---Were ever the rights of neutrals fo violated ?
Was ever the commerce of a neutral nation
thrown into a more infured, perplexing, embarraffed
fituation ! Was ever a government called upon to in.-
terfere at a more critical crifis? A4t a time, when
our commerce was extended to a greater degree
than at dny former period---at a time, when from the
united impulfe of felf-intereft, foreign influence and
party fpirit, jealoufy and {ufpicion, had arifen to the
higheft pitch. At this eritical, this alarming jun&ure,
was our government called upon by a fenfe of na-

n

P
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tionat honor; by the fovreignty and mdepend-
ence of their country ; by public and private inter-
eft, to interfere.  'The government did interfere. It
was their duty to interfere. ‘Y he relult of their dif-
cuffions and deliberations was the embargo. It was
the only mean to prevent greater evils than we had
experienced. But it is afked, is not the embargo an
evil? Simply confidered, I know not but it may be
termed un evil; but as the only remedy to prevent
greater, I do not think it is. But admitting it an
evil in every {enfe, from whom did it originate ?
Noi from the fecret mandates of Napoleon ; but from
the open, avowed and publifbed decrees of both Eng-
land and France, operating in the deftru&ion of our
commerce and neutral rights.

Butit is replied, tha ‘Mr. Pickering and other great

~...men, who have poffefled the means of information,

are of-differ puuon. They fay « they believe it
was merely a compliance of the adminiftration to
the fecret mandates of Bonaparte, to plunge us head-
long into a war with Britain, thus facrififing the in-
terefts both of England and America on the altar
of France.” [ know they fay, they belicve fo. Mr.
Pickering has alfo given us to underftand that he is a
a good man. Prefident Adams, might however
have been of a different opinion, when be gave him
t0 underftand his fervices were no longer needed as
fecretary of ftate. But, his goodnefs to the contrary
notwith{tanding, I think from the tenor of his letrer
addrefled to the legiflature of Maffachufetts, he has no
claim on the public to confider him as a candid or im-
partial man. For while he is very particular in alarm-
ing the fears and exciting the paffions, by réforting to
fecret corruption and the imaginary terrors of the
French Fmperor ; he is equally fo in concealing the
true interefts of the nation, and: the real caufes of
the embargo.
. The fecret corruption of French influence ftill re-
mains a fecret ; and that the Prefident’s conduct was
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=overned with a reference to imperial commands, 4
equally fo. Neither Mr. Pickering’s letter. or any
other, throws any additional light on the fubjeét—
nor, in my opinion, ever will. But as Mr. Picker-
ing’s leiter anfwered the end intended, it may be
immaterial with fome whether its contents were rrue
or falfe.
But Bonaparte fays, he will have no neutrals.—
Well, admitting for fuppofitien that he did attually
fay he would have no neutrals. What then? What
is to be inferred ! Why, the people muft be told that
France is our mortal foe—that kEngland is our deareft
Jriend. ‘That France has threatened deftrultion to
our commerce and neutral rights—that England is
fighting France for the fupport of our liberties :—
it is therefore the intereft and true policy of this
country to unite with Ungland, and wage war a-
gainft France : and if our government do not at a-
greeable to this mode of reafoning, it is the moft
convincing proof they are fubje&t to the diGates of
the French Emperor, and wnworthy of the conii-
dence of the people. Is this, fellow-citizens, the
language of union, or divifion ? 1s it the language of
peace, or war ? Is it the language of a true hearted
American, or of a falfe foreign faltion ?  You will
pardon my warmth—I am now upon a topic which
affets my feelings ; a topic on which every American
ought to feel himfelf deeply interefted. '
Permit me therefore, #0 call on any one prefent ;
to call upon the difaffecied ; to call upon foreign agentss
1o call upon one and all, to come forward and teftify,
as in the prefence of the Jfudge of the Univerfe,
whether you ever {ee any thing s», or heard any
thing from Mr. Jefterfon, either directly or indiretly,
that had the moft diftant appearance of facrififing
the interefts of this country to France. If it can
be made to appear that he is guiliy, I then fay he
has forfeited the national confidence, and is totally
unworthy the truft committed to his charge; and
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I will be found among tke firft to have him difpla-
ced ; to have his name recorded, and handed down
to pofterity, blackened witi: infamy and difgrace. —
But if Le is not guilty, how wicked ; how fcandalous ;
hrw infamous mult that man be, who will invent
and circulate fuch notorious falfhoods, for the pur-
pofe of blafting the reputation of the Prefident, and
deftroying the confidence of the people in the pre-
fent adminiftration ? -

Admitting Bonaparte had written, er even had in
perfon directly fpoken to Mr. Jefterfon, declaring he
would have no neutrals ? How could the Prefident
prevent his faying whatever he pleafed ? What more
could be done, than has already been done? The
proper anfwer in this cafe would have been,—* You
fay, fir, that you will have no neutrals. Very well;
one thing you may reft affured of, that is, you fhall
reap 7o advantage from our neutrality.”

Sometimes it is confidently aflerted, that Mr.
Armftrong has guit France ; again it is reported as
fa&t that he is maffacred.

The next news, all wel/ authenticated, is, ¢ that
Bonaparte has limited Mr. Jefferfon tc 6o days to
make war with England ; and if war is not declared
by the expiration of the time,” ““ Tken look out !’
Look out for what? ¢ Why, Idon’t know ; but,
Jook out.”’ |

At one time Mr. Jefferfon is reprefented as being
afraid of the French Fmperor, and will uncendition-
ally fubmit to any injunétion or command, for the
purpofe of keeping him at a diftance. At another,
he would make any facrifice for the fake of getting
him to this country; and readily quit the moft dig-
nified and honorable ftation in the known world, for
« jmall appointment from his imperial majefty.

When any of you, fellow-citizens, poflefled of a
handfome eftate, with a wife and family, dearer to
you, if pofiible, than your own lives, with every
thing about you, convenient and agreeable, to render
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life pleafant and happy, are willing to fend over to
Europe for a frenchman, and on his arrival, refign
to him the fole pofleflion, direftion and manage-
ment of your wite, children and eftate, with all
your fecular and domeftic concerns, and yourfelf
turn Jackey :—then, and not till then, may you be-
lieve, that Mr. Jefferfon wifhes to refign the prefi-
dency of the United States to become an underf2rap-
per to Bonaparte.—Now, for what is all this fuff or
trafh, retailed or circulated throughout the United
States ? s it not the objelt to delude the honeft and
induftrious part of our country, by impofing on
them the belief that America has no liberty, no pro-
perty, no happinefs, {eparate from Great-Britain—
that the Prefident of the United States is a decided
Frenchman, and that every other American ought to
be a decided Englifbman.—The men, who, with fuch
i ndefatigable induftry, circulate fuch monftrous ab-
furdites, are the very fame from whom originate the
abufe of our government for laying the embargo.
Bu: the embargo is on :—what the event will be,
time alone muft determine. The cauie of it, was
the condu& of the belligerent powers of Europe.
The men who made the law, were thofe whom the
people of the United States felected, by their fuffra-
ges, to legiflate and manage th= natjonal concerns,—
If there are any foreign agents, or membeis of a
foreign fattion, in this country, who diflike the mea-
fure, they will do well to confider, that the fault
lies at their own doors—and if they do not like the
government and laws of the United States, they are
at full liberty to return home ; and, as dutiful fub.-
jetts, take their places at the foof of the fovreign to
which they refpectively belong : bemg confident
that Americans can manage, at leaft, their internal
concerns, as well without as with thern.
Notwithftanding the embargo was a judicious
meaiure, and the only alterrative except war ; ftill
it muft neceffarily have a confiderablc cffe& on al-
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molt every kind of bufinefs. As a commercial na-
tion, we had increafed with furprifing rapidity, and
perhaps too faft, for the real profperity and happi-
nefs of our country.—Itis acknowledged. that com-
merce is a fpur to induftry : but, at the fame time,
it will not be difputed. that it is a bufinefs, more
hazardous, and attended with greater rifk, than any
other. It alfo, like every other bufinefs, may be
over-done; in which cafe it will not fupport itfelf.
In both inftances, to be condufted prudently, re.
requires a capital, at leaft to the amount employed in
trade, otherwife the bufinefs muft partly be done on
credit ; confequently, if not infured, at the rifk of
the creditor.

No event, it is believed, ever gave fuch a fpring
to American commerce, and agriculture, as what is
termed the French revolution.—Soon after the con-
clufion of the American war, the price of lands,
labor, produce, and almoft every kind of article,
both foreign and domeftic, fell in price, to about the
fame they were previous to the war. |

The revolution in France, and confequent wars,
occafioned the demand of our produce, in foreign
markets. This raifed the piice of produce, and ne-
ceflarily of land. As fome now fuppofed that all
the lands in the United States would foon be in a
ftate of cuttivation, it opened a wide ficld for fpecu-
lation. One after another, entered upon the bufinefs
of jobbing. No young man, of an ambitious make,
on feeing or:ic ¢f his poor neighbors, jump, as it
were, into 2n eftate, in a few days, could be con-
tented to get rich by the dint of induftry. It was
a pov.eriul ftimulus to follow the example. One
fcliowed another,-'till it was dilcovered there was
more land than could be occupied. The purchafes
being on a credir, pay-day come--no more wanted
to buy---the price had fallen-.-titles were bad---one
fell through atter another---the fever fubfided-.-and
the bufinefs ended. Here was an embarge, What
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was the caufe of it ? Why, the bufinefs was over-
done. Why was it overdone ? Becaufe, it was done
on credit.

During the rage among the fpeculators, all had
land to fell---all wanted to buy; but none had any
* thing to pay. They were unfortunate men---they
are now poor. They were once rich, and poflefled of
a vaff deal of property ; though, in reality they
were never worth a cent.

Now,-if at the height of this fever, it had be-
come neceflary for government to have paffed an
alt, putting a ftop to the bufinefs, hew many of
thofe fpeculators, who, notwithftanding their ¢ gold-
en views,”” were worth nothing, would have ex-
claimed, I am ruined! I am ruined! O this crue!
law! 1t has fripped me of all my property ! Ah! bow ?
Has it taken from you your land, or your money?
Q! no; but then But what then ? /Ay / why---
it has blafted my expe&ation. Yes, that’s it. It has
deprived you of property you never owned----and
prevented your buying more, for which you had
nothing to pay.

Thus, in fome meafure, has it been with the com-
mercial and mercantile bufinefs. How many have
quitted their induftrious callings, and entered into
trade and navig:tion, who had no buflinefs with it.
I do not mear, by thus fpeaking, that a man ought,
by law, to be deprlved of purfluing any infiocent or
ufeful calling :---but 1 do not think it confiftent with
common honefty, or prudence, for a man ta go into
a fea-port, worth nothing; and, by telling fome
plaufible ftories, or by fome other Improper means,
get his credit eftablifhed, run in debt for a veffel or
two, fit them out ; fet all this property afloat, inci-
dent to numerous n{ks---and perhaps, continue the
bufinefs for years, and the whole time the balance
of tradeisagainft him. 1fay, fuch condu& is in-
confiftent with prudence or hLonefty. Still, how
many inftances have we, in this country,
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Of the failures that have taken piace fince che
embargo, I prefume not one in twenty have happen.
ed in confequence of i#. What then has been the
caufe ? Why, as doCtor Frarklin has juitly obferved,
“ men may live by their wits ; but they generally
break for wa»? of jiock.”

A man may commence trade infolvent, and con-
tiuue to grow more and more fo through a long life ;
but when death comes, the enchantment is broken,
and his real flanding becomes kncwn : and if, by
any accident or event, previous to his death, his bu-
finefs ftops, it will have a fimilar effe&t in difcover-
ing his circumftances. It is not on the principle of
putting a ftop to credit, or of difclofing men’s real
ftanding in life, that I juftify the embargo. But
thefe obfervations have been mzde, merely to fhow
that thefe who find the moft fault with the meafure,
have, of all others, the lcait reafon ; and that it is
wery ungenerous to impute the caufe of their failing
to our government, when, in fa&t, they were worth
nothing before the embargo. No man, in good cir-
cumftances, will continue a bufinefs which will not
fupport itfeli ; or when the rifk of lofs is greater
than the chance of gain : but a man infolvent, may,
for the purpofe of concealing his poverty. Hence,
men really poflefled of property, objet leaft to the
embargo.

If there ever was a time when foreign intercourfe
might be fulpended, for a feafon, without experi-
encing inconvenience for want of imported articles,
it is the prefert.

Is there any want, at prefent, in this country, of
articles of foreizn growth and manufalture? Is
there not an abundance, and, I might add, a fuper-
abundance ? If there was a {carcity, would not the
demand be greater ! Do you not hear the fame
complaint from the commercial, as the agricultural
charalter ? 1 have property enough on hand; but
there is no fzle. 'What is the reafon there is no fale
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for impcrted articles? Why, there is mo cafli. That
is 2 miftake. There is more real cafh, that is, hard
money, at this time, than has been at any former pe-
riod ; and no one will difpute, but there are as many
bank bills. 1t is true, there is not fo much money
in circulation, neither 1s it neceflary ; the mott it is
now wanted for, is to pay debts. But there never
has, in reality, been fo much in circulation, as ap-
peared to be. A ten doHar biil has frequently been
made to count for an 100 dollars, in the courfe of
a day, by fhifting through ten different hands ; fhill
neither of the po{feﬂ'ors was. the real owner, and
after all, it was but a ten dollar bill.

. The fcarcity of money is not the grand caufe why
foreizn articles are not in demand : but the reafon
is, the bufinefs has been over-done, and credit is at
an end. The true ftateof the cafe is, the hufband-
man and mechanic, have been trufting the commer-
cial part of the community ; the banks and monied
men have been hiring tc the merchant and importer;
and, in their rage for extending bufinefs, on the
foundation of both domeftic and foreign credit, they
have been heaping upon heap, as though they were
determined to export the new, and 1mport the o/d
world : and we fometimes have almoft been per-
fuaded to believe, that our produce, cenfifting of the
aGual neceflaries of life, was of no ufe but to for-
eigners ; and that Americans ought to live on ze2
and rum.

Money ought to reprefent induftry : it is this, and
this principle only, and not credit and {peculation,
that makes a doliar worth a dollar, and count for no
more, and eftablithes a circulating medium.

It is much eafier to write a note, or to get money
from the banks by the affiltance of a good endorfer,
of fufficient amount to purchafe a veffel and cargo,
than to raife enough, by induftry, to pay for them.
It is condutting bufinefs in this manner, and not the
embargo, that caufes failures. It is running in debe




( 26 )

further than they are able to pay, that makes bank-
rupts. The embargo has, for the prefent, put a
ftop to the bufinefs. Credit feems almoft at an end.

The price of lands and produce may fall. But
the farmer has no reafon to be difrouraged. Your
lands and produce were in reality worth no more on
account of the prices being enhanced, by holding
the note of a bankrupt to the amount of 1000 dol-
lars. They flill remain the fame, atually neceflary,
worth as much as ever. Cultivate, eat. drink, en-
joy, the good of your labor. Complain not in con-
fequence of the embargo ; but confider it more pru-
dent to facrifice the note of an infolvent debtor, than
your beft interefts---the liberties and independence
of ycur country.

Once more, I obferve, that the men who exclaim
moft againft the embargo, make ufe of the moft di-
tet means for its eontinuance. It is moft likely that
the embargo will not be raifed, until the belligerant
powers are difpofed to regard our neutral rights,
and refpet the flag of the United States as free and
independent. Thefe nations are well acquainted
with the defign or end of our government, in fuf-
pending all intercourfe with them. As it is a mea-
fure which, in all probability, does not meet their
approbation ; they, undoubtedly, will ftand cut, as
long as poflible, before they will negociate on hon-
orable terms. Meanwhile they are anxious to hear
how the people of this country ftand affeCted towards
the meafure. Now,if England and France are in-
formed, ‘that the people of the United States, in-
ftead of unanimoufly fupporting their own rights
and laws—are divided, and contending for thofe of
other nations what will they infer ¢ W hy, that there
is a party in‘the United States, who place no confi-
dence in theit own government, and would give the
preference to another. Is this the way to accellerate
or retard negociation? To a queftion fo plain, any
one can anfwer.
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FELLOW-CITIZENS,

Are we a nation, or are we not 2---If we are--let
us fupport the rights and dignity of the narion.

Have we a contftitution of civil government, or
have we not ?---If we have, let us fupport this confti-
tution ---Have we men, cholen by ourfelvzs, to ad-
minifter upon this conftitution ? If fo, /et as fupport
this adminsftration.---If conftitutional laws are enat-
ed, we are bound to yield fubjetion—if unconttitu-
tional, a remedy is provided. Our ele&tions fre-
quently recur. The fovreignty is in the people : if
they donot like the officersof government, fhiit them,
Are the people divided ? Ele&ions are the teft of
ftrength. The majority mu/# govern—the minority
muf? fubmit. This is the only bafis, the wital princi-
ple of all free governments. The man who does
not hold this principle facred, is no republican. This
is the medium, the only fafe courfe. In proportion
as you deviate, you Tevert, on the one hand, to mon-
archy and ariftocracy; - \d, on the other, plunge
into lawlefs anarchy. A due defference to the con--
ftituted authorities, and the laws of the land, thows
your {ubmiffion to the principle, that the majority
muyt govern. If the minority do not agree with the
prefent legiflature, and adminiftration of the general
government, they are at liberty to exprefs this difa-
greement, by fpeaking, writing, or publithing. It
can be done candidly and difpaflionately ; feperate
from flander, contempt or abufe.

Particularly, all laws made and fan&tioned by
government, referring to the illegal conduct of other
nations ; bringing them to a fenfe of juftice, and
tending to the bufinels of negociation, ought to be
JSerictly obferved by every citizen of the United
States-

The leg/? violation of fuch laws, exther diretly or
indireily, is inconfiftent with the charalter of an
American ; tends to rebellion, and the deftruion
of the union; had not ought to be countenanced by
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ny citizen, much lefs, by thofe whofe particular
province it is to guard the laws. If we do not re-
gard our own laws, can it be expefted that other
nations will : in this cafe, we thould not be united
at home, or refpeted abroad. |
FELLOW-CITIZENS,

We profefs ourfelves a free, fovreign, and inde-
pendent nation. Remember, it is only in a na-
tional {fenfe we can be fo. Recolle&, alfo, that it is
united, we ftand ; but divided, we fall. At home,
we are every thing ; abroad, we are comparatively
nothing. In an offenfive war, we can make but a
fecble refiftance. In the defenfive, if united, we
can maintain our fovreignty, independant of, and
againft any nauon on earth. ‘There is nothing
wanting to complete and perpetuate our national
happinefs and profperity, but union and virtue.
Why fhould any of us be deftitute of thofe means,
within every man’s reach—means {fo fimple—{o ne-
ceflary—{o eafily obtained.—— Is union and virtue
lefs neceffary in civil, than domeftic life? Why
fhould the family of America be divided, diftralted,
and rendered unhappy, by the interference of neigh-
bors at fo great a diftance.

O fbame to the American name !

Let the nations of the old world, laden with
iniquity, experience the juft vengeance of the Al
mighty, in difcord, rapine and death : but America,
young, virtuous and wealthy, enjoy in domeftic qui-
etude and national harmony, the gracious fmiles, and
richeft bleffings, an indulgent Heaven and bountiful
providence beftow. The interefts of Americans are
the fame, a/l uniting in order, peace, virtue, profperity
and happinefs. Let not the love of party, or attach-
ment to forcign nations, lead us to facrifice the
deareft interelts of our beloved land. May the
ipark of generous patriotifm glow in our hearts,
and denominate us true Americais. Remember,
that internal divifion and ¢commotion, when carried
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to the extreme, are evils, to which fcreign aggref-
fion and invafion bear no proportion.

This 1s our country. “ere, let us all umite. We
have families—we are hufbands—we are wives—we
are parents---we are cpildren. Do we wifh to fee
them hapgy, and be haPpy ourfelves ? Then preferve
order : this is ¢ Heaven’s fir/? law.” Refpe our-
felves, and fubmit to the laws of our land. Teach
furrounding nations, that in one principle, at leaft,
we are um[ed namely ; in repelling every forelgn
aggreflion, and refifting every foreign foe.

Americans---this day calls to our remembrance
fentiments, which patriotifm approves---which virtue
juftifies, and heaven rewards ; sentiments, which the
fages cf our revolution labored, but not in vain, to
infpire : sentiments, which cur brave heroes bled and
died, to eftablith ! sentiments, awhich 1t is the intereft
and glory, of every American, 1o defend and per
petuate. The fentiments are, the love and inde-
pendence of our country. H-r-is the beginning---
here the end of genuine patriotiim. lHere Ameri-
cans, whether denominated federal or republican, if
ever they unite, mx/? unite : and uvpon thefe great—
thefe grand—thefe all-preferving pr'pczplea, let the
mames of Frerca and Eng/ifh be heard 7o more.




