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ORATTION.
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LLL. NATIONS, inlpired by the {pirit of Ambition, acs

tuated by the love of Liberty, or compelled by the influd
ence of Example,==have diftinguithed Periods and Epochs-in
their Hiftories, commemorative of bapp; Events or Iliufirious
Abchisvements,

AMERICANS perpetuate the remembrance of a DAy, in which
the colle@ed Wifdom of the Nation, defined and afferted thofe

important Righis, its combined Efforts and Magnanimity have
eltablifhed.

THis is elevated above other Days of the Year ;—it poffef-
fes a majeltic dignity which Freemen love to ferve and reverence
~while our national liberty is prelerved, its Remembrance {hall
not be obliterated, its Glory fullied or its Obfervance interrupted
—but the Planets which enlighten the FourTh of JuLy, fhall
ever raife the fpring Tide of our Foys. g

Amip the warrantable feftivity of this occafion, it is worthy
out-employment to recur to thole principles which originated
and embpldened the efforts of this Country, and 1y follow their

operatioh in the production ot events which ultimately crowned
them wicth fuccefs.

CouwLp the Author of our exiftence intend that one part of the
human race fhould have an abfolute property in, or unlim.ted
authority over the other !—Freedom s the ariginal, unalien-
able righg of Man; a fenfe of this right is cueval &?fitch fts X
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iftence ; and but for the force of habit, of example and educa«
tion, it would ever be abhorrent to our feelings to invade the
liberties of others, or voluntarily to proftrate our OWD,==the
Throne of Defpotifm would ever be vacant—its Courts un-

trodden by the feet of Votariecs—its Aliars unftained with the
blood of Vicims.

Bur hewever accuftomed to affume or fubmit to Power, the
fpirit of man often defpifes its exercife and refufes its obedience
—He afftnts to the impofitions of conftituted Authority, but
reje@s the_bardens of affumed or hereditary Prerogative,—
This lively fenfe of natural right,—deeply implanted in the
breafts of our anceftors, was too luxuriant to be reftrained by
the arbitrary Government and monaftic rigour of the Parent
Couatry ; and by a removal to this Continent they foughr at
once, relief fiom the confining Shackles of political and relis

gious Tyranny.

Unrreo by fimilacity of fentiment and neceflity of circums
flances ; —they formed Conftitutions and eftablithed Govern-
ments, in which as in the origin of all focial compaéts, certain
privileges were fubmitted to the coatroul of the community—
to fecure to individuals the limited ufe of thofe, and free exer-
cife of all other rights, Unaffifted by England, they eftablifh-
ed themlelves in oppofition to numerous and warlike foes,—
It would bz impertineat on this occafian, to arraign the jultice,
or plead the neceflity of a conduét, which fzcured to our Fa-
thers the peaceable pofiefion of “this Cyuntry by the almoft
toral excrpation of its natives ;==but while we rejoice In the
fuccefsful iffue to their toilfomé and dangerous conflik, We
cannot but repine at the m:ans by which ic was obtained.

WiiLe a friendly intercourfe and harmonious connetion fub<
fited between the Coloates and Great-Britain 3 her Commerce

was eacrealed, her revenue yearly auzmented and mutual ad-
Yantages refulced to both Countries, In the laft and fuccefstul
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War with France, the Colonies had bornt no inconfiderable
part, and che jultice anl wildom of Chatham perceived and
acknowledged their importance 3 but when his fteady councils
were exchanged for the vifianary fcaemes of North, and juftice
and mderation were difplaced by violence and rapacity,—the
infatiate avarice of Great-Britain,—10t content to imbibz thag
moderate ftream of wealth which conftan:ly flowed inco her
coffers, {oughe to drain the fource, to gratify the Harpeian ap.
petites of her minions.~——The «ff:Ctual affiltance given by the
Colonies in the war, difcovered to the Minultey their Power and
Refources, and excited its ambition and avarice to reduce the
one and exhauft the other, The perceptive faculties of the
Colonifts were not inattentive to thofe ewrumitances, and when
the Government of Britain, endeavoured by fubtle artifice to
fteal upon our liberties—the wary policy of our wile men, and

native bravery of our citiz¢ns, were lively to difcern, and firm
to oppole innovations, S

Tuese difpofitions of the two Countries were the immedi-
ate caufe of the American Revolution, A thirft of Power in
one, and love of Liberty in the other, produced a dilunion O{f |
feeling, and difcovered the adverfity of their interefts,

Tuc virtues of the Englith Confticution had long been 4
favourite fubject for praife and encomium to political Panegy-
rifts. The rights of trial by Jury and of reprefeatation in the
Houfe of Commouns, where all Bills for taxation originated, were:
regarded as the greatelt privileges of the People and thofe to
which they had an-indifputable claim : But the Parliament and
Miniftry in their plan for taxing the Colonies, were either un~
mindtul of thofe privileges, or believed Us infenfible to their
infraétion 3 and without refleéting that an invaflion of our rights
was a violation of their Conftitution—they pafied A&s for
taxing thefe Colonies, and dirgted trials for delinquentse—
other than by Juries, o
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Tuey expettad that unfufpicious affeétion or cowardly fear,
would induce the Colonilts to acquielce, or oblige them to obey
thefe Laws ;3 but they ferved to alarm their Jealoufy, and at
once awakened their appreheniions to a difcernment ot the po-
licy, and aroufed their oppafition to th: fyltem of taxation —
ALt after A&, declaring the right, recommending the expedi-
ency of taxing this Country, and tending te effet the meafure,
palled in rapid fucceffion, and the repeal of the ** Stamp A&,
the malt odious and moft vigoroufly oppofed, was the only
relrograde {tep taken from their progrefs to Tyranny and Op -
preffian.~—But even this temporary appearance of conciliarory
mealures was foon changed, and the former face of affairs res
newed.” The hopes of the Colonifts were fcarce raifed by the
repeal of one al, when another was paffad, declaring ¢ that
his Majefty in Parliament of Right had Power w0 bird the -

People of thefe Colonies /v aLL cafes whatfocver”

To a People of different manners and language, this would
have been the fignal for revolt 3 but that sffcCtion which was
;Jr (gingtcd and encrealed by a fimilarity in both, propofed hope-

c

[
s expedients for reconciliation in preference to the doubtlul
alcernative of arms.

HavrriLy for this Country, the pride of Britain difdained to
accept {uch conciliatory propofals, as fear or affe@ion induced
us o offer. With petitions, remonftrances, and addreffes, we -
beficged the King, the Parliament, and the People of Greal«
Britain. Contempt and Contumely were the returns. The
only offers thort of unconditional fubmiffion and a total proftras
tion of our Rights, accompanied the difembarkation of Troops ;
and artful, delufory propofals calculated to divide, not to fa-
tigfy, were prelented upon the point of the bayoner by military
Pleaipotentiaries.—In all refpe@s the condu& of the Britith Mi-
miftry, however well if might be calculated to intimidate the
Feariul aod alarm the Apprehenfive, tended only fo excite the

indig-
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indignation of the Brave: When its vindiftive rage had fin.
gled out the objefts for venpeance, and individual Towns
and Colonies were unable to withftand the fhock of its malice ;
plans for afiociation were formed.——=The diffulution of the
Colonial Affemblies was ot once to punifh and defeat thefe
attempts 3 but the feeds of Divifion perilhed;, while thofe. of
Union grew ftronger with every effort to eradicate them, and
arofe to a full grown maturity, {pite of the baleful blafts of
failion, and the inclement influence of venality,

Fxcess of irritation was avoided by the Britith, and a difplay
of determination to refift by the Colonifts, till the arrival of
frefh troops increafed their audacity, and fharpened our necef.
fiies. Tho’ Congrefls approved the oppcfiag of torce by force,
they earneflly recommended forbearance trom aggreffion 5 and
not till many unoffending victims had bsen immolated, on the
unhallowed Alcars of defpotic Power,—not till the numerous
ficets and armies of Britain evinced her immoveable refolution
of entirely fubjeéting us to her arbitrary will, and to her
natural means of accomplithing this. wnnarural conqueft, were
added the hireling hofts of Germany, and the cruel hordes of
our native foes,—did the Congtefs of the United Colonies,
on the 6th of July, 1775—publifh an affeCting complaint of
grievances, with a bold declaration of rights, avowing a deter-
mipation to redrefs the former and detend the latter, When
defiru€ion was threatened by the Court and already excciting
by her forces,==when Profcription had vnveiled its awfu! terrors
te the view of our Patriots; they dared to- hold forth at once
the Pen and Sword, avowing with one thole rights they refoly-

€d to obtain by the othere

Tucy declared;=¢ That in a juflt Caufe and with a perfe&
Union they would emiploy the arms their enemies had compel-
Jed them-to affume for the prefervation of their Lbertjes,—relole

ved to die Fréemen, rather thaa to live Slaves ;==That they
B b«
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had taken drms in their native laad, in defence of the freedom
which was their birth right, and for th: proteion of property

acquired folely by the honeft Indufiry of themfelves and their fore«
fathers,—agaiaft violence atually offered ;—and would never
lay them down till hoftilities fhould ceale on the part of the

Aggrefiors, and all danger of their renewal be removed,

Turs was the relule of delibzration, the dictate of neceffity.
Humble fubmiffian or op2n firmnefs was neceflary to appzale or
contend with the wrath of our enemies. Yt {o ftudious was
Congrefs to preferve the reality as well as appzarance of maderas
tion, and fo infatuated were they by a hopelefs defire of honorable
accommodation ; that fubfequent to this an humble pstition was
prefented to the King, and an affeCtionate addrefs to the People
of Great-Britain ; and long after it was apparent that uncong
ditional fubmiffisa or avowed hoftility were our only alterna-
tives, the Heads of thefe States avoided an open choice of
either ; but when it was too demonfteatively proved for incre.
dulicy itfelf to doubt, that we had nothing to hope from the
clemency, but every thing to fear from the refentment of our
foe, We laid open claim ta InpEPENDENCE, that great National
Right, of which, by the energy of Councils, the bravery of
Troops, and the affiftance of Heaven, we have acquired quiet

pofl:flion and complete enjoyment.

Wen the lofty Fleets of England whitened the ocean, hee
wide-fpread Tents covered our fizlds, and her proud banners
waved in triumph ov:r our populous Cities, Whea the blazing
Torch and defolating Tomahawk of {avage Barbarity, fcattered
wide havoc aad indiicriminate flaughter thro® our weftera frons
tier.  Deftitute of the neceflary impliments of war, fettered
with a depreciated currency, depreffed by accumulating debt,
and uaallied to foreign Power,—~relying upon God and the
Juftice of their caufe ;——:he Reprefentatives of thefe United
States of Amurica in- Congrefs aflzmbled, on the 4th of July,
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1746 s=after premifing the natural right of Men and of Na-
tions. to diffolve the political connection which had united them,
gnd Raung the aggravations which reduced thefe Colonies to
the neceflity, and jultified their feparation from the . Mother
Country,~~declared, ¢ That thefe United Colonies are, and of
right onght to be, frez and svdepeniant States ; that they are
ablolved from all allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all
political connetion betweean them and the State of Great<
Britain, is, and ought to be, totally diffolved; and that as free
and fudependant States they have full power to levy War, con<
clude Peage, contraét Alliances, eftablifh Commerce, and to do
all other things which independant States may of right do,we
And for the {fupport of that declaration, with a firm reliance on
the Proteftion of Divine Providence, they mutually pledged
each other, their Lives, their Fortunes, and their facred
Honors,” ST

HitaerTo the obje&s for which they had contended were
undefined. Refentment for injuries and refiftance to oppreffion
had excited their natural and involuntary efforts :=~=But when
Freedem became the prize for contention; when on one fide
was feen the bright path which lead to honor and liberty, and
diverging to the other the dark road to difgraceful fervitude,
the Inclinations of the brave Americans hefitated not o decide,

It fhould ever give us pleafure to renew the remembrance of
a Deed {o produttive of good. Which wroughr a regeneration:
in the political fentiments of Men, and has occafioned revolus
tions in ¢the civil Governmeats of the World.

Tue feclings which atuated, the principles which directed,
and che fuccels which crowned the exertions of the American.
Parriots, fhould ever excite gratitude and emulation.—Profcrip-
tion and Death,~-Confifcation and Atcaiadzr, were to have:
been their unmerited Punithments ;—But fearlefs of confequen,
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ees to themfelves, they regarded only the Interefts of their Couns
iry, and refponded on'y to the Inteprity of cheir Hearts ;—
They addreff:d Freedom as a Miftceis. they "adored her as a Dis
vinity, -and ‘as'a-Pillar of a Cloud by Dav, dnd a P¥lar of Fire
by Night, the conduéted them thro® a Sea of Blaod, and 2 Wila
dernefs of Defpair, to the p:omifed Land of Liberty and Peace.

WazenN Britain was moft fanguine 'n her hopes of fubjugation,
~when the Courgs of Europe bepeld with apprehenfion or
dilmay, a. conteft beiweca Powers fo-apparently unequal ;=
when the hopes of the Brave were in fufpeace; and the fears of
the Irrefolute eonfirmed ;—=the Declaration of Independence arrefted
our fleeting expeations ‘of Vidory, and reécalicd us to the one
fct, armed with hope, or fortified with defpair.  The fentiments
and =& ons; of men were decided and confirmed, - and the Friend
t0 his Country defignated from the Foe to her Liberties — I 'he
exertions of the former were renewed and increafed, urged by
hope of freedom or by fear of bondage, while the daftardly
policy.of the lateer, cringed to the iron rod of power, and hig
unnatural rapacity carved out for his own enjoyment, the faireft
poll:fions of Freemen, o S

e =

- Tae fuperior numbers and difcipline of our adverfaries,
long bafiled our attempts to expel them, and rendered dubious
the forcune of the War ;=but when the animated ardour of our
Militia had overcome the cooler courage of their numerous
army in the North, and the Fabian Generalthip of our Wath-

ington had defeated their expeditions, and captured their troops
1n the Jerfies,~~our own and the faith of forcign Nations was
convinced of the certainty of our eventual fuccefs :==and when
thofe and other proofs of our adequacy ‘to the cunflif, had
overcome doubt and thamed defpair, the Ambition and Policy
of the Court of France prompted her to (hare the glory, and

¥eap the advantage, of humbling her naturai -and inveterate
$hemy, |
" By
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By an alliance with France, the forces of the Inplith were
divided and our own encreafed, their partial fucceflts at the
fouthward, ferved but to defolate that Country and place.a wreath
of Glory on our Greeng, His fignal victories and rapid proa
grefs in their expulfion frem thofe Statésy ‘merited the thanks,
Lionors and graivities tfey beftowed; and’ defervedly racked Aim
the fecond American General in fortune and ability.

Here we might eoumerate a long it of Heroes and of

~ dages, who in'the Cabinet and the Ficld, devoted their Lives and

Fortunes 1o the fervice of their Courtry j~=but they are too
numerous to repeat,—t00 worthy to admit diferiminaiion,

In the progrefs of hoftility, every method which malice and
cruelty could devile, was atrempted.to difcourage -and difhearten
our Soldiers and Seamen ;. but the thoufands maffacred in ceol
blood, or deftfoyed-in prifon-fhips . by . peftilence and. famine,
ferved but to exafperate the living, and. that unbridled rage
which dealt indifcriminate carnage, plunder and defolation, ¢n-

~vigorated the oppofition of their Encmics and weakened the
afliltance of their Adherents. |

- Wazk thebright profpeéts of conqueft had vanithed from the
- deluded view of the moft " fanguine,. predatory and defultory
Excurfions were fubftituted for more civilized and regular
Warfare, the bayonet of the Soldier was moulded into the
dagger of the Affaffin, the match of the Matrofs exchanged for
the torch of the Incendiary,, - |
-, Burthe fainting hope of the Britifh:Miniftry. were ftill féebly
* {ultained by a meditated jun&ion of their armies, commanded
by Clinton and'Cornwallis, ¢ill the ufelefs confined fituation of
 \Hie one; and entire capture of the other, at length decided the
“fataof a war dteady far from doubifuly 5T~
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A difficult talk Rill remained swato fecure by sdvantageous
Treay with th: balligereat Powers, thole impartant rights fo

ftrenuoufly maintained in Battle.

France, Spain, and Englahd, expected mutual advantages
by negociating with a People uaverfed ia coustly artifice and

intrigue.

~ It was the policy of thofe Nations to prevent the fuddea
aggrandizemeat or complete independance of thefe States by
great commercial advantages or extent of territory.  The in4
finuating addrels of VerceNNES had a fenfible eff:& upon the
accommodating dilpofiion of Frawkiin; but the keen fa-
gacity, found policy and invincible integricy of Jay and of
Apaums, ouvied the artand bafllad the defigns of chat Minifter ;
and on the 3d of September, 1783, a definitive Treaty of
Peace—honorable .and advaatageous, was. coacluded at Paris
with the Britita. Minifter, - ~

I is needlefs to add that the acknowledgem:nt of our Iae
dependance was the preliminary article of that Treaty, as it
had been of the provifional Articles fertled the preceding years
—Ever after its declaration, Congrefs had refufed co treac up-
on other terms.~=In the dark:ft night of adverfity they never
loft fight .of that Polar Star, by whole guidance they were di<
. reéed thro® the intricacies and perils of a doubtful revolution,

to a harbour of fafety and repole,

A lengthy digrefiiin is now uansceffary to fiew the juftice
of a.caule thus obtained:, [f there is an original difkerence be-
tween the matives far licentious rebellion and chofe which influs
enced the revole of thefe States, th2n we are not indehted to
the fuccels of our caufe for its juttification ; but rely upon that
diftin&ion which Jultice and caadour will ever draw, betwaes.
sk unwarrantable fubverfion. of confticuted authority, and «
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juft oppofition to-the exercile of lawlels power.—The attainder
of the bigh commiffioned Gourt who condemned the firft Charles,
the realcen{irn of the Houfe of Stuart upon the Throne of
England in che perfon of the {econd, and the decrees of oblivion
to the Aétsof the Protectorate, cannot coavince the enlightened
underftandiogs of this Age, that the People of England exer -
cifed an illegal authority in the unprecedented trial and death
of a Tyran:.—=Neither would Pofterity have ftigmatized thefe
UnitedStates with the opprobium of Treafon, had the Power

of Britain reduced their afpiring hopes and humbled 1bew 10 a
ftate of fervility and boendage..

SuBseQUENT to the Peace of 83, the fair profpects of
thele States were obfcured. Inftead of that bright funfhine of
political happinefs, they had expected to cheer their future
exiftence, their views were darkened by thick mifts of political
error, their hopes affailed by ftormy tempefts of national adver-
fity =T hat unjon which had fubfified during the war, no
longer exifted in its firft perfection,” The powers of Congrefs
in time of peace in but few inftances exceeded a recommendaa
tory. authority. Thofe who had councelled in the cabinet and
fought in the field were tegarded with eavy, and. to poflefs the
grateful affcCtions of a part of their fellow.citizens, was fufficient
to enfure the malicious jealouly of the reft;

Tue experience of Ages has taught that Republics are moft
ungrateful for 1he fervices of their Citizens. This truth ‘may,
be uleful to guard agaialt the too great agrandizement of indi«
viduals ;. but will ever damp their ardour and enterprize s
few ferve their Country with fo difinterefted views as not. ta
regard and claim her thanks as their due reward.. |

LrcisLative injuftice, difféntion and rebellion, th'reaﬁtenhed
us with civil war at home and national difcredic abroad; but
the. wifdom of thofé who had condu@ed us to what we had re.-
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juft oppofition to-the exercife of lawlels power,—=Th= attainder
of the bigh commifioned Gours who condemned the ficft Charles,
the reafcenfirn of the Houfe of Stvart upon the Throne of
England in the perfon of the fecond, and the decrees of oblivion
to the A&t of the Protetorate, cannot coavinca the enlightened
underftandiogs of this Age, that the People of England exer -
cifed an illegal authority in the unprecedented trial and death
of a Tyrant.—Neither would Pofterity have igmatized thefe
UnitedStates with the opprobium of Trealon, had the Power

of Britain reduced their afpiring hopes and humbled 12em 10 a
ftate of fervility and bondage.s

SuBsEQUENT to the Peace of ’83, the fair profpeéts of
thefe States were obfcured. Inftead of that bright funfhine of

political happinefs, they had expected to cheer their future
exiftence, their views were darkened by thick mifts of political

error, their hopes affailed by ftormy tempefts of national adver-
fity ~==That union which had fublified during the war, no
longer exifted in its firft perfection. The powers of Congrefs
in time of peace in but few inftances exceeded a recommendas
tory.authority, Tholfe who had councelled in the cabinet and
fought in the field were tegarded with envy, and. to poffefs the
grateful affctions of a part of their fellow.citizens, was fufficient
to enfure the malicious jealouly of the reft;

THE experience of Ages has taught that Republics are moft
ungrateful for 1he fervices of their Citizens, This trath may

be ufeful to guard againft the too great agrandizement of indie
viduals ;. but will ever damp their ardour and enterprize :——

few ferve their Country with fo difinterefted views as not. 0
regard and claim her thanks as their due reward.. |

Lrcrstarive injuftice, diffention and rebellion, threatened
u» with civil war at home and national difcredic abroad; but

the wifdom of thofé who had conduited s to what we had res.
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garded as the pofieflion of iibqrty; onc2 mare beamed a brighter
day upon our profperity, and gave us the undelufive enjoyment

of the boor, by the farmaticn and adoption of our prefent
Conftitution of Government.

THE Hero whofe arm had refcued us from fervitude to
Kings was placed at the head of the Nation, and equal wifdom
and fuccefs guided and followed his cenduét in a political as had
in 2 military employment. QGur regret for his departure from
office, can be alleviated only by our confidence in the abilities
and integriry of his Succeffur,~==-It is believed, that as the
juftice, wildom and magnanimity of WasuincTON, prevented
cthe calamities of a war, and fecured the benefits of an amica.-
ble Treaty with Great.Britain ;==the like qualities in ApaMs
may yet ex:ricate us irom our difficuities with Francaz,

We acknowledge, the affiftance of the Gallic Monarch cons
duced to a fpeedier conclufion of the war, and with the change
of their Government, transfer our obligations from the King
to the People of France :—but while we cherifh in our boloms
, o noble a virtue as gratitude, we thould not fo far lofe fight of
their motives or of our interefts, as tamely to {uffer from pro-
felhonal Friends, Indignities unfit to be offered by avowed Engs
emies. To declare war againft one Nation from motives of
partiality or in obedience to the diQates of another, would be

-2 folly juftly punifhed by the chaftifement of Enemies, and
perfidy of Allies, .

- . Crose adherence to the interefts of either belligerent party,
-would fubje& us to a thare of their difafters.— L'he impaired
ftate of the finance of England has alarmed the apprehenfions
~of the commercial World, and.the unfettled plan of Govern.
ment 1n France, with the power fhe arrogates of influedcing the
politics of-other Nations, threaten political ruin to her, if not
t0 involve others in ‘her Cataftrophe. ™~ Trz
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Tre want. of ability. or inclination to diftinguifh between
freedom, as reftraired in its exarcife tho® not impaired in its
excellence by. Government, and that lawlefs indulgence of liberty
which: involyes in anarchy aod ends in tyranny, bas been a
ftumbling.block to Republics in all ages, a quick-fand vpon
which moft free States have foundercd, -

I can be afcribed only to the vanity inherent in our natures
that the misfortunes of others cannot deter us from their put-
fuits 5 and tho' it is demonftrated by ftobborn fa&; " that De-
mocracy is the molt oppreffive ot all'Governments - (if a Gos<
vernment it may be called) yet there are not waating to advoe
cate ity excellence -and attempt its experiment.  Conftint agitas
tivn:is.incidentto. its operation, and.like the turgid billows of a
troubled ocean, its Individuals rife in uncertain viciflitades and
are overwhelmed. by cooflant oppofizion. Let it be remem-
bered, thatin .fuch-a State, we can have no liberty but by the
variable fufferance of our neighbours. . Are we-politically hap-
Py becaule - we: have the- unreftrained power of moleftation,
when we are allo-.fusject to its, inconvenience ¢ Narure itleif
hath Laws, which becaule they are perledt, are unchangeable,—
The happy experience of eight years has taughr, that our
Conltitution well adminiftered approximates that perle&ion,

and fhould never be charged by party or altered by caprice, -

FellowsCitizens in Arms,

Unber the prote@ing aufpices of a free Government, w are
allociated to giveenergy to its laws, and to mainrain order in
Society, What honor deminds -and our -interefls require, wa
are bound to perform. We fhould remember that we are.to
detend not -opprefs cur Country-=——Her inteieRs are infepiradle
trom ours, and when: we ‘lofe fight of duty. to her, we become
¢ftrapged from our d-areft rights. |
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Our reverence for authority and jealcufy for liberty, fhould
be weighed wich impartiality, {ince we muft decide between the
Jawful exercife of power and the unjult oppreflion of the Citis
zens, when called to enforce the one, or excited to refill the

oiher.

Tue liberties of our Country are entrufted to our care, and
confizned to our defence.—They are our liberties,~are ineftim-
able trealure,—once loft may never be retrieved ;—~to guard
them is a privilege worthy of emulation, and fhould be the am-
bition of every Freeman,

Asscc1aTeD by union of fentiments and the bands of brother-
hoad ,—~embracing each other with an aff:&ion, the offspring of
Nature and dictate of Reafon,==our Philanthropy fhould alfo
be exteaded to our Fellow.Citizens,—2nd expanded by thofe
{entiments which [pring from Civilization and Refiremzat, and
are nurfed by Unanimity and Fraternity, the extenfiva Benev:).
lence of our Aff:&ions fhauld embrace the World of Mankind
—hating only Tyrants, whetner riding in fi:gle majefty over the
proftrate liberties of numerous Sabjects, or trampling with
multitudinons violznez upan tha rights of the few,

Fellow Citizens,

LET not the feltivity of thisday deown, but enliven the res
membrance of thofe, whole fteady councils and intrepid cous
rag: obtained the blefliags we poffzfs,

In a fertile country and a healthy climate, under a mild go-
vernment and a jult adminiftration, blefled with the benignant
~{miles of a gracious Heaveo,—/¥¢ will nzith:r receive from, nor
give Laws 1o otber Nations 3 but ever mindful of the Principles
which aftaated our FaTaers 3 thofe invaluable privileges ind
berited from them, we will traafmic undiminithed to osr Pofs

-
- il T . - - gl —— — g e [ — il J—

terity, Pl

Y e
- 2b3UT7
VAN



