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An ORATION, &e.
-‘—-—

ONCE MORE, Fellow-Citizens, are we
sffembled, in common with thoufands, and tens of
thousands of the Sons of Freedom, to pay the tribute
of refpect to that day, which forms the brighreft
era in the annals of hiftery sshe day, on vhuh the
unc.ml hoad of L » triumph
the .c annty and oppre mﬁd tke glo-
rious trophy fuccefa, to ‘an adm:rmg world; the
day, which in announcing our Independence, regis-
tered the States of America, amongﬁ the empires
of the earth,

In detailing the caufes, events and effetts of
our Revolution, let me hope for the candid indul-
grence of my audirors, for any defects arifing from
want «f habits, in compofition and delivery.”

TnMausc‘: which led to this great revolution
ary ftiuggle, prefent a ftriking contraft, to the ori-
~ gw of Revolutions, both in ancient and modern
ttnes 5 in the former, by inflaming the minds of the
people, fome popular ambitious drmagﬂgue ealily
fhmulated them, to hurl one tyrant from empire,
and with as much facility, perfuaded them to wear
the chains of another—while in the latter, fuperfti-
tion and byzotry, with all their crain of evnls have
desolated the frieelt countries of the world.

Tue contcft between Britain and her Colonies,
did ot onginate in a popular delufion, excited by
the wiles of ambition, but in the found dictates of
geafon and reticdtion.

Derven trom the coumiry which had given
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them birth, by bigotted intolerance, and religious
periccution, our hardy fore-fathers, with that daring
enterprize, and love of liberty, which has charactere
ized their defcendants, boldly encountered the dane
gers of a long and perilous voyage, to fecure to
themfelves, in a diftant, inhofpitable and unknown
region, that freedom of religious practice and fenti-
ment, which the illiberal policy of their country-
men, had denied to them in the Eaftern World.

As their Barks approached thefe weftern thores,
it is eafier to imagine, than defcribe the emotions
of joy, with which thefe wandering pilgrims, des-
cried their long fought afylum—with tranfports of
plcafure, they hail the aufpicious land, and with
bended knees, and uplifted hands, proclaim their
gratitude and adoration of that Divine Power, which
had protected them from the perils of the ‘¢ vafty
deep.”” In reverting to the horrors of their fitua-
tion, thinly fcattered over a country, inhabited by
aborigines, of the moft warlike and ferocious dif-
pofition, exercifing a new and peculiar favage mmode
of warfare, oftcn {uftcring under the feverce preflure
of famine, and without laws, except fuch as immediate
neceflity and circumftances requircd—the niclancho-
ly retrofpec, while it wrings the heart of humanity,
imprefles on the mind, the moft fublime admiration,
of the fortitude and virtues of thefe bold and perfe-
vering adventurers. Left like an unprotected plant,
to bloflom in the defert, they grew under their
bardfhips and thrived under neglctt.  Agriculture
flourifthed under their induftry, and their never fail-
ing enterprize, laid the foundations of more exten.
five fettlements. |

Tuzr profperity which had crowned their ex-
ertions, and the liberty which rcfulted from them,
induced large emigrations from England ; and the
government of that country, in contemplating this
rifing and advantageous addition to its empire, now
dufcqvered the policy, of pratecting tieir hitherto
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negleéted children, and of appointing goveruurs ta
rule over them. It would vaftly exceed my limits,
to detail the progrefs of their improvement, and
the rapid cxtenfion of their commerce. But it
would feem, that the revenue which had flowed into
the Britifh Exchequer, from the Commerce of the
Colonies, and the exclufive monopoly of an highly
advantagcous trade, had only awakened a greater
cupidity in the Britith Minifters, to fhackle this
rifing people, with morc harafling extortions. The
cver memorable Stamp and Mutiny Ats, followed
by other internal taxcs, and burthens, roufed a fpirit
of liberty and oppofition, which animated the Col-
onics from thew nosthern extremity, to their fouth-
¢ boundary. Thus, the encrgy and enterprige of
an induftrious yeomanry, were defigned to be cramp-
ed and enfettered, by the moft odious fyftem of tax-
ation ; a fyftem, adopted without their confent, or -
that of their reprefentatives.  This depaiture from
the acknowledged principie, of all free govern-
ments, that Taxation and Reprefentation are infep-
crable, could mever be tamely fubmitted to by the
colomft:—With firm hearts, and determined minds,
they refolved to inaintain its inviolability, at the
0ifk of bife, fortune, and all that was dear to them.

In tius eflervescent flate of the public mind,
when acts of modceracion, might have abated the
heat of po;mlar phrenzy, the rafth and il advifed
mncafures of marching a military force into the town
of Bofton, and ftationing an armed Soldiery, in the .
hall of their Reprefentatives, fanmed the fury of an
exalperated people into a rage, which at no diftant
period, was to be huricd upon their oppreflors. _

Tuct enthufialtic fpirit which new animaced
sl Amcrica, led to the call of a general Congrefs,
for the purpolc of uniting, and directing their ef-
forts, to the avainment of theirobjedt. ‘Theaddrefs
ot this sugult body, to the people of Grear-Brirain,
firongly evances the talems, by whichit was compos
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ged.— Wkhen” fay they, *“ a nation led to greate
nefs, by the hand of liberty, defcends to the una
gratcful tafk of forging chains for her friends and
children, and inftead of giving fupport to freedom,
tutns advocate for flavery and oppreffion, there is
reafon to fufpeét, fhe has either ceafed to be virtua
ous, or been extremely negligent in the appointment
of her rulers. In almoft every age, in repeated
confli@s, in long and bloody wars, as well civil as
foreign, your great and glorious anceftors maintain<
ed their independence, and tranfmitted the rights of
men and she bleffings of liberty to your pofterity.**
% Bx not furprized, therefore, that we, who are
defcended from the fame common anceftors—that
we, whofe fore-fathers participated in all the rights,
the liberties, and the conftitution you boaft of, and
who have caretully conveyed the fame fair inherie
tance to us, fhould refufe to furrender them to men,
who found their claims on no principle of reafon,
snd who profecute them with a defign, that by hav.
ing eur lives and property in their power, they may
with greater facility enflave you.—Are not, fay
they, the preprictors of the foil of Great-Britain,
_‘lords of their own property? Can it be taken from
"~ them without their confent—will they yield it to
the arbitrary difpofal of any n..a whatever? Yoy
know they will not.—Why then, are the proprietors
of the foil of America, less lords of their propcrty,
than you are of yours, or why fhould they. fubmit ig
to the difpofal of your parliament, or aty other par-
}iament of the world, not of their own cleétion?
Can the intervention of the fca, that divides us,
caufc difparity 1n rights, or can any reafon be giv-
en, why fubjects who live 3000 miles from the
Royal Palace, fhould enjoy /less liberty than thofe
who arc joo from it. After a folemn appeal to the
juftice of their countrymen,; they cenclude with
this firm expreflion of their unalterable dctermina.
tap.—DBut if neither the voice of juftice, the dice
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tates of the law, the principles of the conftitution,
nor the fuggeftions of humanity, can reftrain your
hands from fhedding bloed, infuch an smpious caufe,
we muft then tell you, that we will never {ubmit to
be hewers of wood, or drawers of water, for any
miniftry or nation in the world.”’ |

Tuis maftcrly appeal to nationat feclings, as
well as one to the King, inftead of appeafing, feem~
ed only to urge a m:fguided miniftry, to further alts
of violence. In vain did the fplendid talents of the
venerable Chatham, attempt propofitions of harmo-
uy—In vain was the bold and manly eloquence of a
Burke ditplayed, to divert the impending florm,
which with an awful gloom, bung over our political
horizon, and fooy with ** explofien vaft*> barft ever

. S

Pracea, imconfiderable in themfelves, eofien
derive importance, from having commemorated the
fcene of fome interefting event : Thus the mention
ot the town-of Lexington, will ever vibrate on the
feclings of Americans, with peculiar force. *Twas
bere, that the blood of .the martyrs of patriotifm,
firft fowed: *Twas here, that Britons were taught
the firlt lcifon, that cven an undifciplined militia,
warmed by the impulfe of liberty, could fuccefsful-
ly oppofe @ mercenary regalar army.

1'nze battlc of Breeds Hill, which foon follcw-
ed, fuliy confiimed our countrymen, in the confi-
dence, with which they had at firft been infpired—
foon comvinced them, that without bravery and ex-
«rtson, they could never hope to obtain the prize
tor which they contended.

OV Happy! Thrice happy America! *Twas
- the fingcr of Heaven, dire¢ted thy guardian genius,-
w felecting Wathington, the immortal Wafhington,
to lcad thy armies to viétory. The military fame,
which this diftinguifhed chief, had early acquired
under Braddock and others, ftampt upon the Fro-
viacial Army, a canfidence in the conduct and abil-
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jeies of their commander, which misfortunes coutd
not thake. No man, could be more peculiarly adapt-
ed to fuch a command, than our beloved Wathing-
ton—rto the a&tivity of an Hannibal, and the valor
of a Caesar, he united that ¢ firft of moral excel-
lencies, Prudence, the director, regulator, ftana
dard of them all ; the corrective of virtue herfelf—
for even virtue, like the sxn, has her folftice, beyond
which fhe ought not to move.”” But here let me
paufe: the exhauftlefs themes cf eloquence, can
never do juftice to the Heroof America~=vain would
bemye to pourtray them.

Uuspssa all the difadvantages of fhort enlift-
ments, and want of proper drms, often’ deftitute of
clothing, to refift tte npors of inclement feafons,
barc footed and picfled by hunger, did our brave
foldiers, with mote than -~ partan fortitude, enduring
every fatigue and hardthip, face a well provided foc ;
an army, veterans in military fkill, and commanded
by generals of the moft confummate experience.
But even fkill and experience are unavailing, when
eppofcd to the enthufiattic ardor of frecmen  Their
fpiruts, fuperior to misforrune, like Anteus of old,
sofc invigorated from every fall. The war had
hitherto been profecuted with the utmeft vipor, with
the view of obraining redrefs of thofe grievances,
with which the Colonies had becn opprefled—But
the pathions of the Americans were now 1rritated to
the highe®t pitch, by the operation of war. and the
cruclty of hoitilities, and they could not reconcile
to themfelves a return of allegiance to that govern-
ment, which had caufed the miferies of their coun-
try. The Rubicon had now been paft—to recede
was impoflible, and principles of Republicanifm and
Ind¢pendence, were every where manifeftcd.

At length, the great, the important ftep was de-
cided on, and the liberty of which we now fo juftly
boaft, was this day, thirty-two years ago, announced
to Britain and the world, in that mafter piece of
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dence.

Tm: proud and dignified ftand, which America
had affumcd, could never be relmquxihed with hon-
or ; the had pledged herfelf for the maintenance of
its principles, and this confideration added a yet
more energetic force, than-had hitherto been dtf-
played to her excrtions.

In viewing the artainment of objes, of yout
deareft folicitude, our minds are feldom difpofed to
analize the principles of the caufes, which have psa-
duccd them.  Whatever might have been the mo=
tives or policy of the Court of Verfalles, which
dicta cd’an union of their arms, and an offcnfive and
defentive alliance with the United tases, yet have
the geod efic ts of thom mever been Mhﬂ
:mmmm and je {‘a‘ounes often appeared betwcen the

A mcrican and French forces, the fplendid advanta.
ges puned over the common foe, were attended
with the happieft effects. Conciliatory
were made 1o Congrefs, by the ritifh Adminiftra<

tion, who ssm:lpzted the complesst ovesthrow of
their withes and intentions—Bit tré United Stages,
now ftnod pledged by the mott folemn obligation to
thar ailies, the French—=1n ouliyration, which for-
badc them, without a deropatuon from national juse
tice and vrantude, o accept ol any termsy, but thofe
which were bottomed on general peace, and the
compleat and unequivoc -1 recognition of their Inde-
pendence by Britain.

Tue people of Englind, who had been led to
the belief, that o Regimenr of their Regulars, could
travertc the continens witheut refitance, had recci-
ved the moft striking proots of its fallacy. The
unpopulanity of & war which bad exhaufted fo much
b und and wreature, without the moit diftant profpect
of luccels, compcllcd a full acquicscence in thefe
inqurfitiom. A gencral peace took place, and fame
buunded w the wald, toe full asd abfolute acknows
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ledgment by Britain, of the Independence of the
Thirtcen States of America.

Trus, after years of contention and fuffering,
Americans once more hailing the bleflings of frees
dom, beheld the olive of peace fhooting forth its
bloffoms, and the rich treafures of Ceres, waving
their golden heads, over that foil, which the beft
blood of their cirizens had manured. Through ax
extenfive vifta of years, they again beheld the glowa
ing profpect of happinefs. On thofe enfanguined
plains, which lately had been the theatre of war,
where contending armies had been marfhal’d in
dread array, and where carnage had ftalked around,
the happy farmer, forgetting wars alarms, ¢ feized the
plough,and greatly indeperdent lived.”” ¢ Againtie
fons of art renewed their Jabors,”” and *“ trade and joy
in cvery bufy ftreet, mingliny were heard.—Com-
merce loofened every fhect, and refigned her {pread-
ing veflels to the wind.’’

But while we indulge in the pleafing emotions,
which arc excited in our minds, by the happy ef-
fects of our independcence, let us not forget a tri-
bute of gratcful recoliection, to the manes of thale
departed Heroes, who contrrbuted to its acquifition.
Ye thades of Warren, Mercer, 1 aurens, Montgom -
ery, Greene; and ye hoft of martyred patriots, of
illuftrious dead, look down with complacency from
the manfions of blils—view the gratitude of your
happy countrymen, and read in their hearts the in.
dehibic record of your vistues, which time cannot
erase.

Tue mind ¢f man, in contemplating the ac.
complifhment of a favorite object, often imagincs
compleat happinefs, will artend its poffcflion—But
this was a delufion, of which in a little time, Ame..
rica had ro experience the fallacy. The Republics
of America, now afloat upon the ocean of experi«
ment, were foon convinced, that although their con-
federation, a compact formed by reciprocity of fene
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" timents, and principles, was adequate to the defeae
% of their enemics, and the attainment of their liberty,
“ yet, that it was not competent to allay the billows of
w party and the diftraction of ftate jealoufies. The
 talents and patriotifm of the union, were again called
2into action, and to their influence and perfeverance,
Flrc we indebted for the bleflings, which, as the freeft
people of the carth, we now cnjoy, under our ex-
cclent FEDVRAL CONSTITUTION.—To this
|wifeft of all inftitations, this prlladium of our lib-
ertiee, ths rlorious charter of our rights, this remple
‘of American freedomn, our Wathington had laid the
corner ftone, and his adimiring and grateful country,
sgain called him from his calm retreat, to prefide
over its deftinies.  Our American Cincinnatus, whofe
* breaft wicth all the fage, the patriot and the hero
burned,’’ who had devoted his beft days to the fer-
vice of his country, who had led her to indepen.
derce, and the pulfe of whofe patriotifm did not
ccalc to beat, but with life, could not refift the ar-
dene wifhes of his fellow-citizens, and the acclamae
tions of threce millions of frecmen, hailed him as the
St PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES,

T'we mihtary talents of Wafliington, had becn
the theme of univerfal admiration, but his policy as
a ttatefinan, hos paned him immor:al renown.—
Doroy an adimofteation of cight years, by a ftrict
and nnpartial adhcicnce to the molt1gid neutrality,
wrth a fteady and malterly band, he guided our pol-
ical bark, through the tuibalent waves of party
canrention, and preferved to the United 'tates a
c.ontnuanee of that peace, which duning a ftrug,:le
ot belhigerents, would fo eminently conduce to their
profpesic, .

Arerw ferving his country faithfully for fortya
five veary, the wapht of decliminyr age, admonifhed
W.ringion, ot the repofe which nature required;
batin retinang from public lite, his anxiety tor the
wcllate and profpenity of his countrymen, which
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ftill remained unabated, was exprefled in his valedics
tory addicfs—A rich legacy of paternal precepts,
which every American fiiould treafure up in his me~
wn-rv  as a pohitical charr, the firict obfervation of
which, will preferve us from {plitting on the rocks
o€ party, from being enguiphed in the ude of foreign
influence. or being wrecked on the firand of defpote
ifm. But ] am again attempting a tafk to which
I am unequal, the illuftration of the character and
virtues of Wathington==He has defcended to the
filent tomb, and a lapfe of ten years, his not weake
ened the vibration of forrow, which beats on our
hearts—The chords of our affeétions, will be ever
attuned to his praife, and unborn ages wiil glory 1
als example.

Brreavep by the high difpenfacion oi Heaven,
of the direlting hand of a Wathington, yet had our
highly favored Republic, in the two fucceeding ad-
wmanifirations, happily progrefled under the muld in<
fluence of peace, 1n the attainment of all thofe ad-
vantages which can tend to the profpenity of a nation.
The demon of parry ancord, and the montter trea~
fon, had reared their hideous hcads amongft us 1n
vain.—Whiie manufaltures were daily encreafing,
comraerce wafted our fhips to every part of the
glob ;, laden with the rich prodults of a fruitful
couni.ry; and anoverflowing treafury, proved us to be
in a ftate of profperity, which the beiligerentss could
not but view with jaundiced eyirs.—*¢ Bsafe envy
withcrs at anothers joy, and hates that excellence it
cannot reackh.”” oo long, bad Briwun, the proud
tyrant of the oceun, fecling power and forgetting
nght, been in the habit of nnprefling American
citizens from our me chantmen; and long had her
sealoufy been excited, by the fplendid aidvantages
derived by an extended coramerce, from our neutral
fituation.  While our minifters at her court, were
occupied in friendly nepociation—whiic her thips
wcre pastaking in our waters of the facred rights of
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hofpitality, in the moment of unfufpeting confie
desce, was our fovercignty violated, our citizens
murdered, a frigate of the United States attacked,
and oh ! fhamefuyl debafement, furrendered without
scliftance, to the Biitith Leopard. |

Grear Gop! has then that daring valor and
perfevering Amencan fpirit, our proudeft boalt, fo
degenerated 2 Can the inheritance deiived from our
fore fathers, their bright example, be {o foon loft¥
No, my fricnds, while we confign to the infamy,
whic they mment, inen, who have fo tamely refigned,
the h'gh rrutt committed to them, the honor of their
country, fa us not do injuftice to the bravery and
paniotfm ot our couatrymen, by fuppoling for a
moment, that the dignity of the American charac-
ter, will ever apain experience a fimilar degradation.

Tyne wounds inflicted by Britain, are yet open,
are yet unatoned for, and the inftrument of her ven<
peance, Berkley, bafks in the funthine of Royal fa-
vor. ‘T'his infult ro our nutional feclings, added to
theinjury we have received, and the deadly blow,
aimed at our late flourithing commerce, by her
Otders of Council, illy accord with her infidious
profcflions of amity—Profetiions, which our govern-
ment mudt reject waith indignaton, ualefs accompa~
noot 0y tha fubitantial reparaton, which 1s due to
the i _'urmi honos and interedts of an llld(‘x)ctxd(:ll[ and
tpirsied peoji'c. |

ALTincuGH natural cnemies, yet have France
and GreacBritain, exhibiting a phenomenon in pol-
grice, umited 1 every meafure of hottile aggreilion,
wirainit our usprotelled commerce, 1n the endeavor
to annwy cach other.  But indcependent of thefe mo-
uves, for the deftruction of an enemy, whofe fca
ﬁ;n cuaft, and powcrtul navy, prelent a barrier to
i ambition, |

NsporLton, the tyrant and oppre flor of Conti-
nental Jurope, whofe every afcending ftep to power,
bas been marked with blood, and whofe more thaa
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regal pomp and fplendor, have been ereed upon
the ruins of liberty, cannot diffemble his harred, to
zhis, the only remaining Republic of the worli—s
A free and republican people, are as a basilisk to
his eyes, and their happy form of government, a
filent reproach to his ambition.

ConTenpING for univerfal domination, he has
declared that we fhall no longer remain neutra!; and
that we muft adopt the alternative of fighting for or
againft him—Until this choice is made, he has akcn
into safe keeping, the property of our merchants,
and has given us the moft Alazing proofs of his dew
termination to cocrce us to his imperial command.
And will America, who hus {e long diank of the
cup of liberty, now dafh 1t from her hip: at the
command of a defpot? No, her fens, nurtmed 1n the
1ap of ficedom, and breathings the infpiration ot 96,
will exchim- - We and omr tahers foughe tor, .nd
obtained the imdependence, which fecutes to v, the
Liberty of tlunking and adtingg for ourfclves ; we will
not now rclinquith this dear carned privileye— We
will never {cck the battle, nor fhiin 1t when 1t omes. >
‘The fame unanimity, which ereted the ftandard of
freedom in our land, will enable us to refilt the
aggressions, of either the Leviathan of the Decp, or
the Mammoth of the Land.

Yorunteers ! an awful cloud of the moft
threatning afpect, hangs over us, and *¢ furcharg-
ed with wrathful vapor, unufual darknefs broods.””
We ftand, as upon a precipice, viewing the gathers
ing ftorm, and knew not how foon, we may be pre-
cipitated into the dreadful abyfs ¢f war. This unex-
pected change in our fituation and profpects, like
the mutability of ail {ublunary things, is the work
of one fhort year. On the laft celebration of this
day, facred to independence, we were facnificing ta
pleafure and conviviality at the feftive board-—*¢ ‘1 he
feng and the catch went round,’>’ and our fouis were
attuned to harmony~-It was announccd to you that
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the national character of our country, had been ful«
licd~—that the flag of America had been ftruck, to
the fuperior force of Britith aggression. Mirth fled
from our hearts, and indignation for the infult, fuc-
cceded.  With an unanimity and promptitude, which
will ever do you honor—with a patriotifm, which
wiil ever recall to your minds, the moft pleafing
emntions, jyou offered your fervices, and pledged
your lives and fortunes, at the altar of your country.

Vorunteers ! the ftorm has not paflfed over
us—the thunder yet rolls over our heads—Let us be
ftill prepared to meet the high cxpediations of Ame-
rice, to rufh into danger at her call, ro fulfil the
fo'emn pledge which we have given, and to exert our
utmoft cnergies, in defence of our beloved country.

Narives of America! the foil which gave
yerr bagth, has 4 natural claim upon your exertions.
Voou tsouhes and deareft foends will look up to
vive four provection o b the fupport of your honor
ao ) charas bora ae faldions '

s voprsp ong of Amencal you have partaken
of the trecdom of chis bappy land—evince your gra-
titude, by firm attachment to nts cavfe, and by de-
voting  your lives, 1t required, to its fervice and
‘twection. Bound by the endearing ties of focia-
le and harmony, which unite us as citizens and
foldiers, and by a facred love of our common coun-—
try. let us convince the moft fceptical, that the
Volunteer Militia of the Union, arc its beft defence
an:d fateit bulwark. -

Wauen the word of command is given, let us
tepair to our ftandards, and prove ourfelves Soldicrs
of the Amcncan Republic.
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