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CALLED by your fuffrages, Fellow-Citizens, T once
more addrefs you onthe Anniverfary of our National Independence.
'This event, though glorious In itfelf, and wonderful in its effefls,
is, by the peculiar fituation of cur public altairs, exalted to a point
of unprecedented importance. Never has our country been expofed
to greater danger; never has our government been alflaulted with
greater violence, by foreign foes and domeftic traitors; never have
been more infidious, perfevering and malevolent attempts to corrupt
public opinion; to undermine the foundations of religion, to cut
afunder the finews of moral obligation, and to cover. this happy
Tand with carnage, defolation and ruin. Let us then with enthufialm
hail the Birth-Day of our Sovereignty. Let us {ummon all our ener-
gies againft the artifices of fecret intrigue, and the aggreflions of
open hoftility. To animate your patriotifm, and infpire you with
all the ardour of violated liberty; to render you feelingly alive to
the necefiity of vnited vigorous meafures of defence, to rouze u
your generous indignation at the unprovoked abulfes pratlifed by
foreign nation of gigantic powef, pefinit me to call back your at-
tention to that period, not far paft, when all that was dear to you as
members of fociety and {ubjeéls of government, was fufpended over
the gulf of ruin; when you rofe up with an invincible courage, and,
in the voice of united thunders, announced to the world that you
were FREE, SOVEREIGN and INpepeNpDENT. On that great and
trving eccafion, what were your feelings ? Did you tamély fubmit-
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to the ufurping arm of foreign domination ? Did you {urrender your
liberties; without a ftruggle or a figh? No, Americans, you did not;
you atled the part of men worthy of literty ; you difplayed the ftan-
dard of freedom ; you drew the'fward of vengeance ; you difcharged
the thunderbolt of deftruftion, and, under the prote@ion of heaven,
obtained a triumph, which glitters in capitals on the piilars of eter-
nity. Succeéding years crowned the efforts of-our wifdom, and the
labours ot onr il?&uﬂry, with aToccefs and profperity which have
aftonifhed the world. The eftablilhment of an energetic govern-
ment, the cultivatioa of the {oil, the rapid increafe of population,
the great extenfion of commerce, the improvement of arts and f{ci-
ences—all combined to perpetuate our freedom, to augment our
power, and to render us a refpe&able and mvincible nation. Guard-
‘ed by an imménfe ocean, we hoped to efcape that whirlwind which
‘has long been fpending its rage on the devoted nations of Europe.
“We _aflumed a neutral ftation: our right hand held out the branch
of peice, while our left welcomed the perfecuted ftranger. Britain
firt fmote us with her gigantic arm: fhe liftened to our remon-
firances, and redrefled our wrongs. France, irritated at our fuccefs
'in preferving peace, determined on revenge. She renewed ‘with
additional vigour thofe fecret, infidious arts, which fhe bad Tong
praftifed ro controul our public councils, and to deftroy the confi-
‘dence of the people in the government of their choice. Detefted
‘and difappointed by the vigilance of our rulers, the threw afide the
ma'k, and difclofed her vengeful countenance on the Atlantic. Our
commetce fell a prey to her all-devourirg jaws. The overtures
made by our government have been negletled with the moft haugkity
-difdain, and cur meflengers of peace treated like the reprefentatives
‘of a2 nation deftitute of wifdom and power. We have now no re-
Yource 1eft to vindicate our honour and our rights, but our courage
‘and our force. Thefe we truft ar® fufficient 1o defend us againft ald
‘enemies, whether foreign or domeftic.

We muft rank among our difgraces as well as among our misfor-
‘tunes, the exiftence of a fet of men in our country, who have derived
‘their political principles from foreign influence and foreign intrigue ;
‘whio ¢xert their utmeft efoxts to ruin our government,and to profirate
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all permanent eftabliliments. Thefe men difcard, as the effe &s of {u-
erftitton, all ancient inftitutions ; and, inftead of adhering to an uni-
?orm order of things, delight in perpetual revolutiens. Their fyﬁem
of rights, like their fyftem of government, 1s metaphyfic and fantafti-
¢al. They do not confider that government is a fcience derived from
the experience of -ages, and that it ought to embrace the rights and
welfare, not of the prefent age only, but of all pofterity.. They conli-
der the chref magi!‘frate in no other view than a private citizen; gov-
ernment in no other view thanpn affair of temporary expediency or
advantage. Thus they level that diltinttion which s the foundation
of fubmiffion tolaws ; and reduce a contratt the molt folemn and 1m-
ortant to anequality with a partnerfhip in commerce, which at any
Eour may be broken oft and diffolved. Lettheir ideas of government
be realized in aftual operation, and there is an end of all order, peace
and profperity. For how can agriculture and commerce, arts and
{ciences, be carried on to perfetiion under an adminiftration perpetu-
ally changing? What fecurity has property ? What excitement can
there be to induftry, where it is liable to lofe, in one moment, the ac-
quifition of years? A good government will derive afliftance from
the experience of paft ages. It will.embrace and perpetuate the com-
plicated mafs of individual and public rights and interefts. It ought
to be conlidered as an inheritance to be tranfinitted from one gene-
yation to another; and not as the capricious offspring of a moment,
‘perpetually expofed to deftruflion, from the varying whim of popular
phrenzy; or the daring firides of licentious ambition. The great ob-
jetls of national importance cannot be obtained, except under a po-
fitical fyitem, rendered permanent by a well regulated balance of
power; guarding on the one hand againft tyrannical ufurpation, and
~on the other againft democratic violence. Such we conceive is the
- povernment of thefe United States. Neverthelefs, there are many
who view it in a far differént light; or, becaufc they are confcious
of its energy, are continually advancing opinions and dofrines which
tend to its fubverfion. They well know that the people of this coun-
‘t?—are very averfe toa government like that of England. They take
advantage: from this-circumftance, and are continually ringing. it in
- our-ears, that our govemnient apes the manners of the Britifh, .and
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is rapidly changing into that comphcated fyftem of monarchy, arif-
tocracy and democracy. THhis reprefentation is given, either from
ignorance of the Briuih eonftitution, or from a defire to annihilate
our conhdence in our own. Compare for a moment the principal
branches of the Englifh government with the principal branches of
the American. How great the contraft! How wide the differencel
The king of Great-Britain is independent; the Prefident of the Unite
ed States 1snot. The former holds his throne by hereditary right;
a right not derived from the confent of the people, nor at the difpo-
fal of the people: the latter holds his office by ele&tion, and with the
confent of the people. The Prefident of the United States, after a
fhort {pace of time, defcends and aflumes his place as aprivate citi-
zen; the king of Great-Britain holds his crown and his throne through
life. The former is accountable for his conduft, and liable to im-
peachment whenever he violates the faws; the latter is accountable
to no human power, nor can he be mmpeached at any human tribu-
nal. In the king we behold an enormous power, ‘independent and
unimpeachable ; in the Prefident we behold a power limited by the
conftitution, and incapable of commmitting abufes with impunity.
Can we defcry any refemblance between thefe two important branches
of the American and Britifh governments ? Why then all this outecry
againft the enormous power of our fupreme magiltrate ? Why fo ma-
ny induftrious attémpts to perfuade the people that he 1s an alpiring
monarch ? I will tell you: itis becaufe we are blefled with a group
of government levellers, who cultivate thofe all-preferving, democra-
tic virtues, jealouly and ingratitude.

Ix the government of Great-Britain is an inheritable peerage.
The lords temporal and Ipiritual are independent : they hold their
{eats without the confent of the people, and can hold them againit their
confent. How diflerent the American Senators ! Chofen .by the pco-
pie in a conftitutional mode, they are wholly dependent for their
power on the people; and muft, after a prefcribed term, revert to
their places as private citizens. Great-Britain has an houle of com-
mons. In this branch lies the only fhare which the people have in
the government, and here their influence is very {mall. For the
commons confift of all fuch men of property 1n the kingdom as have
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not a feat in the houfe of lords. The knights which reprefent the
counties are chofen by the proprietors of lands ; and the citizens
and burgefles, who reprefent the cities and boroughs, are chofen by
the mercantile part of the nation. Hence the inequality of reprefent-
ation is fo great in the houfe of commons, that the people rank this
among their greateft grievances. We can difcover no refemblance
between the Britifh houle of commons and our houfe of reprefenta-~
tives. In fhort, the moft important branches of the Britifh govern-
ment are independent and hereditary : all branches of the American
government are dependent and elefted. Who but a madman, or an
enemy to our country, could have had the effrontery to affert, that
our government is formed after the Britifh model ? Our government
is our own, and fo long as we adhere to it, we fhall be a people free,
independent, and invincible.

" AnotHER fentiment ftrenuoufly maintained by the enemies of
our government, is, that the union-of the States is an affair of occa-
fional convenience or advantage; and that any State, whenever fhe
fees fit, has a right to denounce the proceedings of Congrefs, and to
fecede from the great political body. Thefe pofitions are advanced
with a view to impede the energy of the Federal Government, and
even to undermine its foundation. If admitted and reduced to prac~
tice, they will render the execution of laws utterly uncertain; and in
cafe of foreign invalion,will expofe the government to deftru&tion and
the country to devaftation. The advocates of thefe firange political
opinions feem not difpofed to profit by paft examples. They are
hike thofe fanatics who look for all wifdom in themfelves ; « and fuch
never fail to find it.”> I would cite them to the ftates of ancient
Greece, at the time of the Perfian invafion, under Xerxes. Had
thefe ftates been united under a common government ; had they been
réfponfible to fome fupreme controlling power; they would not,
through fear and jealouly, have deferted the public caufe, and have
left the Athentans and Spartans to oppofe the immenfe army of *Afia.
One would fuppofe, that in a time of fuch prefling danger, a fenfe of
the neceffity of indiffoluble union, would have had the force of a
law, to compel all the ftates to engage in the common caufe. But
the reverfe took place. The haughty monarch of Perfia, taking ad«
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vantage of the difunion of his encmies, prefled forward, marked his
fteps with fire and blood, took the city of Athens, which his general
Mardonius foon after entirely deftroyed. This example i1s a loud
warning to us, that a country divided into a number of independent
ftates can have no fafety but in union, and no union but in refponfi-
bility to a fupreme controlling power. 1 will hazard the aflertion,
that the ftates of Greece fuffered more from their internal diflentions
and divifions, which arofe from the want of a Federal Government,
poflefled of a power over them all, than they did from all their for-
cign wars. Isitnotthe part of prudence, to profit by the errors, as
well as by the wifdom of paft ages ? Is it not the part of folly, in the
prefent advanced Rate of the {cience of government, to admit an idea
which the example of all the ancient independent republics repro-
bates, as the fruitful fource of divifion, violence and deftrution?

Tuaose metaphyfic knights in the {cience of civil policy, who have
attempted the fubverfion of our government, have done no {mall mif-
chief by the perpetual ufe of certain wordsand phrafes, which, though
they conveyed no definite meaning, yet were calculated like the n-
cantations of magic, to blind, feduce and miflead the unwary, ¢ Li-
BERTY, EQUALITY, RicHTs of MaN ;”’ thefe are the enfigns armo-
rial of the whole tribe of political {fpeculatifts ; thefe they hold up to
the people, with a view to change real liberty into licentioufnefs ; real
equality into murderous violence ; and the real rights of man into
indifcriminate plunder. The indefinite phrafe, ¢ Rights of Man,”
feems to imply, that man is born into the world with certain connatur-
al political rights. This cannot be true, for government is the crea-
ture of man’s invention and wifdom, and is founded on the compaét of
men in fociety. If man has any political rights which he can claim,
it is becaufe he is a member of the political {yftem, or a partner in the
great community of rights attached to the government under which
he lives, whether this government is formed by his cotemmporaries, of
inherited from his anceftors. But man, confidered as fuch, ‘has but
one right, that of felf-prefervation. The phrafe ¢ Rights of Man,”
has been lavifhly thrown out in this as well as inother countries, with
a view to perfuade the people that their government was an arbitrary
engrofiment of power ; that it was an unreafonable reftraint on thelr
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paffions and energies; that as it denied .them certain rights which
they might claim becaule they were men, it ought to be demolithed
and buricd in ruin. The dire@t tendency of the dotlirine ftyled
“ Rights of Man,” is to difquiet the people, to {et them at variance
with their rulers, to fill all the grades of {ociety with an unreafonable
jealoufy of each othér, and to change the order of civil inftitutions
into the anarchy of barbarous affociation.

LeT us for a momeént contemplate the magical, wonder-working
word, “ EQuavrity.” This, inthe French cavalcade of death, is har-
nefled up behind Liberty. That fair goddels is with relu&tance drag-
ged into the train, and thruft forward, that her charms may introduce
the infernal proceflion which troops behind her. The revolutionary
demagogues of our country talk much of equality. They aflurc us,
in their indefinite, unqualified language, that all men are equal. 1o
afcertain whether this affertion is true, we muft recur to fa&t and ex-
perience. Nature, {o far from having made all men equal, has made
them very unequal. All men have not the {ame ftrength and aftivity
of body-—all have not the fame endowments and energies of mina.
Thefe are factts which fpeak in a language too plain not to be un-
derftood. Nature no where yokes up a dwarf with a giant, or a
Newton with an ape. Amidft her mighty profufions of endowments,
we difcover an inftinttive wifdom, fitting the numerous parts of this
ftupendous whole to their feveral places ; arranging them by orders,
differences and contrafts, fo as to conftitute one perfe& {yftem, whole
parts are never all young, nor old, nor equal, but {upported in a beau-
tiful diverfity through a perpetually dying and reviving univerfe.

SocieTy ne lels than nature makes great differences and inequal-
itles among men. When the road to acquifition is equally open to
all—when the laws equally prote&t every man’s perfon and property—
all men will not make exertions equally great—all will not poffefs
the {ame {pirit of enterprize—all will not obtain acceflions of
wealth, of learning, virtue and honour, equally extenfive and impor-
tant. The induftrious, prudent citizen, will galn. vaft quantities of
property, while the negligent and idle will remain in the depths of
poverty. To thelaft, the dottrine of equality is like the mufic of
angels. Encrgized by the found, he rouzes from his lcthargy, and re-

B :
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vels on the divided fpoils of his wealthy neighbour. "That mén inx
the fscial ftate are equal as to certain rights—that they ought to be
protetted in their perfons and property, while they condutt as good
citizens, will undoubtedly be admitted. This, however, is a very dif-
ferent kind of equality from that which the promulgers of this perni-
cious doéirine intended to introduce. Their fchemes of wicked am-
bition were, to overturn all the eftablifhed governments in the world,
and to obtain an unlimited controul over the minds and bodies of men.
Nothing could be more immediately conducive to this purpofe, than
to render all the fubordinate ranks of fociety diffatisfied with their
condition. This was to be accomplithed by perfuading thein, that the
governments under which they lived were unjuft and oppreflive ; that
all religion was a vain and idle fuperitition; that there was no dif-
fcrence in men, except what arofe from arbitrary violence ; that the
few who had acquired great wealth had no better right to it than the
many who had acquired none; and that nothing could reftore ge-
nuine hiberty but the proftration of every dignity and of every ad-
vantage, whether derived from the induftry of man, or the bounty of
God. Theadvocates of this pernicious {fyftem of equality, in the ca-
reer of their oppofition to the laws of nature and fociety, have ex-
prefled their fervent difpleafure at that refpett which iong has been,
and I truft long will be, attached to eminent and dignified men, ex-
alted to the higher ftations in government. This Is an Important
part in the fyftem of univerfal diforganization. FTor if you deftroy
all refpe€t for magiftrates, you deftroy all confidence in them; and
leave no fecurity for the exiftence of liberty or laws. The cry of
our levelling democrats 1is, ¢ refpeft the majeity of the people.”’—
‘Where are we tolook for the majefty of the people,except in the per-
fons exalted to office by the fuffrages of the people? Thefe are the
charalters whofe public adminiftrations are to fhew whether the peo-
ple have any majefty. The phrafe, ¢ majefty of the people,” 1n its
modern acceptation, brings into view fuch an indefinite objefl, made
of every gradation of charater, from wifdom to folly, from virtue
to vice, from afpiring ambition to brutal ftupidity ; that it ferves
only to perplex the mind, by rendering its views vaft and irregular.
We hope the American angle of vifion is not {ufliciently-large, o
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2ake in that indefcribable farrago of majefty, with which our modern
levellers are fo much enamoured. We hope we have {till judgment
enough to diftinguifh merit, and gratitude enough to reward it. Wae
are willing that the laws of nature, and the principles of civil aflo-
ciation, fhould ftill be followed. We have not yet loft all regard for
ancient inftitutions and ancient wifdom. We reipefl our magiltrates ;
we efteem and protett the minifters of our holy religion; we embrace
as our brethren all qur worthy fellow-citizens ; we form our political
{fyftem after the great primeval model which defcends from the fource
of infinite wifdom; which combines into one harmonious whole,
principalities and powers, and exhibits in one vaft and brilliant aflem-
blage, millions of different dignities, without envy and without revo-
" lution. Peace, and order, and rational liberty ; thefe are the objefts
to which we are invincibly attached. If once illumined by the tranf-
forming dofirine of equality, we fhall fee the whole eftablithment of
nature reverfed. Walking on enchanted ground, we fhal] fee vales
ufurping the place of mountains ; rivers whirling back to their four-
ces, and {kies falling to embrace the earth. We fhall fee huge whales
fporting on the Andes, and clum{y bears flouncing in the Pacific.
The planets 1n their courfes will utter cenfure at their Maker, and the
moon will repine at the {plendour of the fun. When we are tranf-
formed into complete levellers, we can overleap, at one bound, all
the mighty differences eftablifhed by infinite wifdom ; and, without 2
leeming difguft at the junélion of eternally jarring principles, fhall
congratulate ourfelves that we have efcaped the drudgery of human
prudence, and emerged into a region of perfe& day.

AnoTHEeR caufe which has had an extenfive influence in producing
and propagating erroneous notions refpeting the nature of civil gov-
ernment, and which has rendered great numbers of people jealous
and unhappy, iseither an ignorant or defigned mif{reprefentation of
liberty. Al reftraints on the feelings, pathons and ations of mes,
have been confidered as the arbitrary mandates offa tyrant. It has
generally been afferted, that when man quits the {avage for the {ocial
ftate, he refigns a part of liberty to fecyre the reft. From this erro-
neous fentiment have originated the moft violent inveétives againft
thole meafures of government, which{imit at a certain boundary the
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exercife of civil rights, and render men refponfible for the abufe of
thofe rights. What liberty has man in the un{ocial, uncivilized ftate ?
I conceive he has none, which properly comes under the idea of lib-
erty. True, he 1s exempt from the reftraints of law: he is alfo
deltitute of the protettion of law. He conflults no will, and no
power but his own. Every man, thercfore, in an uncivilized ftate,
is either a tyrant or a flave. No one can be {ure of the produce
of his labour, or of the fafety of his perfon. Vifionary theorifts
may amufe themfelves with their pompous defcriptions of the
liberty of uncovenanted man; but fa&t and experience will tell
us, that be has no hberty but in a fociety governed by laws which
controul every man’s will, and prote&t the weak againft the firong.
What 1s called liberty in any other ftate, is properly the liberty of
doing mifchief. 1t 1s licenticulnels or defpotifm. Government is
by no means founded on what are called natural rights, but on con-
ventional agreement. Every man in the uncivil ftate claims a right
toevery thing. Of confequence, every man {ets himfelf up for a ty-
rant. War and bloodfhed enfue, till the ftrongeft arm determines
whofe right is beft founded. Every man in the uncivil ftate claims a
right to be the judge of his own caufe, and the avenger of his own
wrongs. He relinquifhes both thefe rights when he enters into focie-
ty. He now has aclaim to afliftance and proteéflion from the aggre-
gzte wifdom and force of the community. Every right which he now
poflefles, refts on the focial compaét. He cannot now conduét him-
felf 1n any way that is repugnant to eftablifhed laws and conititutions.
Thefe prefcribe the rights of every individual, and thefe alone fecure
genuine civil liberty. In the focial ftate, every man is at liberty
without any refponfibility to extend and to ufe his rights, {o far as they
do not interfere with the rights of others, or with the general good of
the community. The moment a man abufes his rights, with refpeét
to the charaller, perfons or property of others, he becomes refponfi-
ble, and deferves punifhment. For if no man is refponfible for the
abufe of his rights, fociety and liberty, with all their advantages, are
deftroyed. _

A coop government is a fyftem of reftraints on the aftions and
pallions of its fubjefls, All good citizens will rapk thele reliraints
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among their rights, and not among their-grievances. A {pirit of
rational liberty exults in fubmiilion to the controul of juft and
falutary laws. It confiders thefe as its only afylum againft vio-
lence and outrage. A fpirit of licentioufnefs 1s impatient of
all reftraint, delights. in perpetual revolutions, and always mea-
fures its right by its power. Some of the citizens of thele
States confider our government as too complex 1n its {trutture,
and too expenfive In its operations. They confidently affure us,
that a fimple houfe of reprefentatives, with a {peaker, would fully
anfwer every objell of national importance. The fimpleft forms of
government will generally fecure fome individual objeél better than
the more complex; but they commonly leave the molt important
concerns unguarded. Every one who Is verled in the political hif-
tory of nations, knows that the ends to be obtained by government
are numerous, often difhcult of accefs, and, when obtained, diffi-
cult to be fecured. No fimple direttion of power can poffibly be
accommodated to the complexity of human affairs. Hence it is that
the due diftribution of powers, {o as to fecure the greateft number
of advantages, with the feweft inconveniences, has been confidered,
by the molt profound politicians, as the moft difficult part in the
mechaniim of civil inftitutions. In governments where there is but
one branchof power, there is no {fecurity for liberty. Simple democra-
cies, whether managed by the whole people aflembled, or by their
reprefentatives, have always proved as tyrannical as the moft defpot-
1c menarchies, and vaftly more mifchievous. It is in vain to {ub-
ftitute theoretical {peculations in the place of fa&ts. The modern
‘zealots of revolutionary reform may tell us that the {cience of gov-
ernment 1s of all others the moft fimple; that a nation, in order to
be iree, needs only an exertion of will; but the experience of an-
cient and modern times will tell us that the {cience of government is
of all others the moft intricate: becaufe it is to be deduced from
principles which nothing but experiment can develope: and that a
nation, in order to be free, needs fome wifdom as well as will. But
our reeking demagogues, in order to accomplifh their deligns of
demolithing all permanent eftablithments, addrefs themf{elves to the
ftubborn principle of will, and guide it, not by convincing the un-
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derftanding—not by prefenting a certain profpefd of improved liher:
ty and hapllyinefs—bm: by irritating the feelings, royzing up the paf-
fions, and loading the foul with a fenfe of unreal grievances. |

Tue enemies of our own and of all other eftablifhed governments,
in order to give complete {uccefs to their {chemes of deftruftion,
have attempted to exterminate all religious and moral principles.
They weil knew, that if men would not fear and obey the Supreme.
Being, they would not any fubordinate being. Hence 1t is, that fuch
efforts have been made to difcredit the doftrmes of natural and reveal-
ed religion. Hence it is, that cargoes of infidelity have been import-
ed into our country,and induftrioufly circulated to corrupt the minds
and morals of the rifing generation. Efface theidea of a fupreme con-
trolling power from the minds of men, and you leave none of thofe
exalted motives, none of thofe ennobling virwes, none of thofe afpir-
ing principles of perfettion, which have excited, adorned and animated
the greateft geniufes of ancient and moderntimes. No government, ex-
cept abfolute defpotifm, can fupport itfelf over a people deftitute of re-
ligion ; becaufe {uch a people poflelles no principles on which govern-
mental motives can operate to {ecure obedience. The moft falutary
laws can have no effcét againft general corruption of {entiments and
morals. The American people, therefore, have no way to fecure thelr
liberty, but by fecuring their religion; for there is no medium be-
tween an entire deftitution of religion and the moft deplorable fervi-
tude. No nation, howeverignorant and barbarouns, except one, has
ever attempted to fupport a government without fome refpett to a
Supreme Being. Let us then guard with the utmoft vigilance againft
thofe domineering, abandoned and arrogant philofophifts, who con-
fider themf{elves as the afylums of wifdom, and the oracles of truth ;
who affert that there is no ftandard of moral reftitude ; and are firiv-
ing to perfuade man, that to be f?erfe&, he needs only forget every
thing exterior to himfelf, and fufter all hjs afions to be guided by
the impulfes of his own nature. Thefe fentments, if reduced to prac-
tice, will undoubtedly deftroy all moral, ¢ivil and {ocial obligations.
For how can men form focieties, inftitute governments, and cultivate
arts and f{ciences, who will be guided by no laws, and controlled

bv no power out of themfetves? Each one confiders himfelf a d¢i-
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ty, and yet condufls like a brute! Each is an inflin&ive animal,
and yet a perfeét intelligence! Such are the effeéts of renouncing re-
Jigion—-oF fubflituting fpeculation in the room of experience !
~We arte called upon as citizens and as men, by the higheft motives
_of duty,dntereft and happinefs, to refift the innovations attempted on
pur government ; to cultivate in ourfelves and others the genuine fen-
timents of liberty, patriotifm and virtue. After a long feries ot
peace, prolperity and happinefs, you are threatened with all the hor-
rors and cruelties of war. The tempeft thickens around you, and
the thunder already begins to roar. A nation hardened in the {ci-
ence of human butchery; accuftomed to viftory and plunder ; eX-
onerated from all thofe refltraints by which civilized nations are gov-
erned, lifts over your heads the iron {ceptre of defpotic power. To
terrify you into an unmanly {ubmiffion, fhe holds up to your view
Venice, fhorn of her glory ; Holland, robbed, degraded and debafed ;
Switzerland, with her defolated fields, f{moaking wvillages and
lofty cliffs, reeking in blood amidft the clouds. In the full prof-
pett of this mighty group, this thickening battalion of horrors, call
up all your courage ; flv back to the confecrated altar of your liber-
ty, and while your fouls kindle at the hallowed fire, invigorate your
attachment to the birth-day of your independence; to the govern-
ment of your choice; feel with additional weight the neceflity of
united wildom, councils and exertions, and vow to the God of your
fathers, that your lives and fortunes; that every thing you efteem fa-
cred and dear; that all your energies and refources, both of body and
mind, are indiffolubly bound to your fovereignty and freedom. On
all fides you now behold the moft energetic meafures of defence.
All 1s full of life, and ardour, and zeal. The brave youth, the
flower and ftrength of our country, rufh into the field, and the eye of
immortal Wasnincron lightens along their embattled ranks.  Ap-
proach thele hallowed fhores, ye butchers, who have flaughtered
half Europe—you will find every defile a THErRMOPYLE, and every
plain a MaratHoN !—We already behold our fleet whitening the
clouds with its canvafs, and {weeping the ocean with its thunder.

The Gallic flag drops to American valour, and our intrepid failors
fing viCtory in the midft of the tempeft,=-Brave men! you will fight
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-for your country while an inch of finew ftretches on your bones, or4
drop of blood throbs in your veins !—Fellow-Citizens, it is not by
tribute, it is not by fubmiflion—it is by refolution, it is by courage,
that we are to fave our country. Let our efforts and our wifdom
concentrate in the common caufe, and fhew to the world, that we are
worthy that freedom which was won by the valour and blood of our
fathers. Letour government, our religion and our liberty, foftered
by our care, and protefled by ourexertions, defcend through the long
range of fucceeding ages, till all the pride and prefumption of human
arrangements fhall bow to the empire of univerfal love, and the

glory of all fublunary grandeur be forever extinguifhed.
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