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AN ORATION, &

TNRN V-

' rt. are affembled, Feliow Cerizens,

V " focially to commesnoraie a day, dil-
tinguithed in our hiflory, as the advent of
lndcpcvd ence, and to pay our annual tribute
of gratitude to the Fathers oi \mcrica,
whole revolutionary Iabors hallened on this
Rappy period.—"This interefling occalion
naturally tempers the foul to co mplaceney,
and excites .}.H its elevated and rmmost.]
cnergics—swe feel the pr'cﬁ‘urc of paft dehv-
erance-—cenjoy the cheerful face of things
prefent—and behold the ficlds of futurity
enamelied with the opening blefloms of
greatneds,

‘The morning incenfe of g’mtxtuﬂ has al-
ready afcend led from a thoulund altars—the
Anthems of Liberty have been fung—the
Declaration of Independence has boen real
to you, and I pu,iumf: your minds are pre-
parcd to dweli upon the agrecable and wd-
vantagcous lituation in which we are pro-
videntially placed, It1s more conoonid
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o the juft contempld*mn of the grand event,
whlch unfolded and fecured to us the
‘toodly heritage’ we enjoy, than any other
fubjett we could adopt. By the chojce of
it, ‘I fhall avoid the neceflity of gnvmg
cxrcumﬂantml recital of our revolutionary
ﬂrugglcs, which feem rather to fall w ithin
the province of the hiftorian,

In counting over our numerous felicities,
as I propofe, we fhall feel the mild beams of
the fun of Liberty warm around us, and as
we travel on in the light of Indepenhence,
gathering up the gifts that a beneficent Pro-
vidence has ftrewed in our way, it will be
natural to look up to their derivation, and
the medium thro* which we received the'n.
"Fhis will amend our views, and we fbail be
elated with a train of pleafing emotions and
fublime conceptlons, all correfponding and
affociating with the correét opinions, and
q:nnoblmg principles, that glowed 1n the
generous bofoms of thofe confiderately-da-
ring fages, now pavxhoned in the filence of
the tomb, whofe deeds it is our pride to
applaud, whofe virtues we revere, and fhould
emulate, and for whofe memory we drop the
warm tears of {enfibility.

The tranfa&ions that took place, duxmg
the eventful crifis of our revolution, con-
duéted and accelerated che bleflings we have
in undifturbed fruition,

In that feafon ofdarl}nets and peril, doubts
and difficulties, the majefty of the people
appeared—it went forth—thc minions of
tyranny trembled as it advanced-—is fpoke
of Independence as its inheritance.  The
American Congrefs heard its well known



5

s -felt its holy 1mpulfe, and obeyed,
41Ul alacrity, its potent requilitions :—they
moved to the confideration of the then ex-
ifting flate of things, and the refult was the
promulgat.on of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, which was difleminated and publicly
read 1n all the States, and welcomcd with
enthufiaftic derpepflrations of joy.

lhc rays ol Independence did not, how-
ever, at once difpel the furrounding glooms ;
the ftorm of war ftill raged, for Independ-
ence was then but a feeble ray, ‘“‘anew -born
light, repaling on the bofom of chaos.”’—
Portentous was the hour!—yet the labors
and wiidom of our native councils, in con-
cert with the cnergy and promptitude of
our robuft citizen l'oldicry, {foon prevailed
over the inordinate fchemes of coercion and
conqueft, plotied by hnsrland and routed
their invading L ofts. lhx‘s atchic\'ed, the
heroes who had gone out to the buttles of
Liberty, and were living, rcturned to em-
brace their brother heroes, who had tarried
with the houthold, (for in thofe days all were
heroes : )tacn agclamations of joy refounded
in the hall ; but it was the jov of grief, it
fhone in tears, for they remembered the
fallen heroes, who had been their ﬁrength
in war, and the Lmdlmf" of their joy in
peace.

Mindful of the obje€t obtained by their
recent fufferings and facrifices, attuated by
one {pirit, thcs hovered 10und and gentl ’
fanned the ErowIng flame whu,h was light-
g tkem and thcir polterity to happincfs.
L liberation projetted wife and prudent
mealures, which were digefied in private
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confultations, 1n the thunder of public de-
bate, and matured by experiment.  Heaven
approved and blcﬂad the means; the beam
of Independence grew, it fublimely rofc
zbove the ddll\ mountains of Chuos, and
thone with cheering radiance 5 it difpelled,
as it afcended, the rioxious va[)ow*s o{ Def.
potifm, and it diffufcd far and wide, its falu-
tary and vivifylng inlivence : it attras tled
the attention of all clailes of people, andl en-
gaged the meditations of a world ; and it
rurnithed ftatefmen, philofophers, and free-
men, with ample means to afhilt their phi-
lantaroplc enquirics, and to advance them
in all the knowledge material to tne exift
ence of Liberty,and the more gencral {preac
of happinefz, - |

Thus broke forth the day-dawn of ous
regcneratmn—-——tlms opened to us the morn-
ing of Ind;pendence which ought to be
confidered the certain natbm(rer "ol a long
and glorjoys day : and now fettled dovwn in
tranquility andpe‘dce, and thro’ the henigr,
interpofition of Providence, {ecured, as fuc
as human affairs admit, from a recuirence
of the evils we have paffed through, and the
alarms of future wars, alike removed from
toe excelles of Liberty and the horrors of
Tyranny ; with no cares, except flch as
regard our happinces, and none to annoy,
we may let omielw down as the happicit
andmolt highly-favored people in the world,
without incurring the cheree of national
prejudice, or of llI berally aipuimcr othurs.

In the hallowed retreat of perfecuted Li-
berty, are united the agrregnteexcellencies
of the othier parts of the carth ; indeed, |
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would feem as if Heaven nfellfhad purpofely
referved all its choieelt gifts, phyfical and
civil, moral and religious, for this laft-dif-
covered portion of the glebe.

[n looking over cour natural advantages,
we difcover that plaltic Nature has been la.
vilh of her bountes, and has uniformly
blended beauty and ufeiulnels, variety and
cenvenience,  Our territory is extenlive—
the climates falubrious—the {oil luxuriant,
and the produélions varmas; by means
of which, we are furnifli=d in abuadance
with cvery healthial bleiling, neceffary for
fubfiftence, for comiort, and for recreation.

The lofty mountains,and fruitful hiils and
valliecs—the waving forelts, and {preading
Liwns—the noble rivers, and commodious
harhors, all cflentially contribute to the de-
liehtand accommodation of the inhabitants,
and hold out a mirror that refleéls the truc
mage of union, profperity, and greatnefs ;
the means of tranfporting, with delhtV, the
furplus produce of the intermr, to our {ea-
ports, of carrying on intercourfe with one
another, and of exportation abroad, are
niade convenient and eafy.

In the natural diftribution of their refpec-
tive gilts, each State has fome advantages
of fituation or of produtlions, peculiar to
elfs Some abound in necedlaries, foms
arc plenteous in the elegancics of life, and
fome are notml for their commercial advan-
A0S, - T'hefe confiderations are wonder-
fully enhanced, when we rcfle @, that this

ixvcrhry of ble {lings is friendly to vnion,
and the prdv*mtmu of that relationtin,
now politically exifting, and which, by tiis
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eronomy, nature Evidem!y intended fhould
promote the welfare of a great and flourifh-
ing people, by creating that reciprocal home
dependence, variety, aud fullnefs, whieh
would knit the whole together, while it fu.
perfeded the need of dependence upon the
caprices of other nations. This i3 cer-
tainly no fmall advantage, that we do not
depend upon other countries for the necef-
farics and comforts of life. Cenneéted
with this, and almoft equally impertant, is
our being removed from thofe continual
jealoufies, and bloody diffentions, which
diftract the old world.

Our happy fituation, for an extenfive
inland commerce, and the reciprocal bene:
fits that muft arife therefrom to every State
in the Union; is in this, and every other
light we regard it, a precious confideration,
and may be viewedas one of the main pillars
which fupports that independence we now
ceiebrate, From this fertile fource is deri.
ved that interchange of {entiment, good
will, conformity of habits and manners, aad
confequem intelle@ual extenfion, which
muft be {avorabie to {fcience and phxlofophy,
propitious to our union, and congenial with
the {pirit of Liberty.

In fine,if we confider the manner in which
the new world was opened to us, the advan:

tages acquired fince, our advancement to-

wards the perfe€tibility of government, the
furprifing increafe of population, and the
amazing profpets flill in view, opening and
enlarging ; we cannot look with indiffer:
ence, or pafs over in {ullen filence, the wife
meafures purfued, and purfuing, by the
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prefent adminiftration, which apathy itff
muft coniider as anijiciovs to d‘c cxlotree
and perpetvation of our rich priviicges, and
ﬂerlmqh]( flings. as well as to the advancement
of that juft glory which fprings from the cul-
ture of the arts of civilizarlon and of peace,
and {ceks not to build upon the ruin and de-
gradation of others. Wirh pluafure, therefore,
I call your attention irnm the natural advanta-
ges we poflufs,and which wouldbein vain were
we deprived ofliberty, & theards of rovernment,
Among the wife meafures of the prefent
admini{lration, the moft prominent is the
peacctul acquifition of Louifiana. The
peaceful acquirement of this territory, prefents
to the world, a new anJd luminons example of
pacificand open negociation, eclnplmgtlv boas-
ted triumphs of conquerors,and giving an im-
portant lc€ture to the world, upon the calicft
method of being happy and profperous, and
of honorably fettling national ditfvrences and
extending the limits of a c:uetry, without
being embroiled in the dire contcdts of igno-
ble ambition, which unf. ciingly tremples un-
der foot the tendereft clunms of humarity, and
difgraces the rational charactcr.  And here,
we reap an advantage in being removed from
the habitual jealoutfics of the caftern continent,
and ought to be particularly therkful that the
European Hydra, denominated the Bolance
of Power, does not extend its bale ful influe
ence to the weftern fhoies of th - Atlantic,
The acquisition, in idelf confidered, 1s the
motft valuable ever obtained Ly any nation—
itis ¢ the faircft hope ol polterity > & the deuth-
lels plume of the prefent generation; andif ve
B {ufler
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fulfer ourlilves, for a moment, to conteradlaids
thie allonilhing change in the afpect of the
4 hole countey, within lefs than two centurices,
and this nortion of it around our swn Joors,
within the fpuce of lilty years paft oniy, we
{hdl be led to jultly accredit the unportance
of the immmenie purchafe of Louifiana,

On the Grfl arrival ol our anceftors to this
country, they found it a dilimal, frowning wil-
dernefs, the haunt of wild b(&hh, and the
abode of untutored favage men; and where
ot populous, hiry (‘uus, and cluflering vil-
wges il the pr ofpz‘(f[ ftood o folitary wigwam,
,md there grew the wild woeod, the native
hanter’s lonely ramile, Commerce now ex-
pauds a thouland Lils, where once floated a
rude- formed bark cmv;?,’ and {cicnce and til-
lage fl surifii, where ienorance aud indolence
held an undivided gloomy reign. |
- If we have thus rifen into cminence, and
become  diftinguitlied as  one of the firit
nztions on urth andd this too, under every
diladvantage and difcouragement ; what may
& uomlly be ¢ xpe&ed, when under the au-
{ 1ces of amikl, vet energetic '1dmlmi’[mtxon,
o C‘ya\n antage and encour agement 1s oftered;
when all obftruttions are vifibly removing,
and immenfe fields opening and alluring to
CRICT[rIZC ---NeW cxcitetnents to union and
Ldependence,  and new granaries for the
fecriing ol peace, and for the f{upply of
Hations---our civil m{‘utuhnns in a continual
flute of vevifien and eorre&tion--<our popula-
Hon rapidly didlise and ¢ flowing in a fleady
dechin towvards li‘( welteriow 011””- -what but
ppatcice and happinds can we expeét ?——
cud i the ceming pertod, when time thoil
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. have wmatured the creat defipns, which have
©juit ftaveed into exiiien ce, and cur nauton feat-
ed ou the lofteft p,mmu( of human greatnels,
unintoxicated with their elevatien, and un.
dazzled by the fplendor which fpariles around
them, the seople will annually ;t{,\ma,k Lo 1e-
cognize and ceicbrate this ftupendous moui-
, ment of wifd dom, prudence, anl neguctiden,
the peaceful acquinzion of Louitiana.

Dcttined in the um (¢ of cvents to poliy

~the lands once owned by the natives, we res
gret, that initcad of bang extirpated, er ot
~ to gain an uncertain and P m ;.I‘.;\'U‘* fubhironee,
they have not been cher:! chd e v
- rejoice with us, us par t.t.z,u s (,t the fove come
mon nature,and childr=en of the fameAdnny v
Parent...."This jullice rcqunred---butthe @i
city of efteCtuaily Leginning, and cefirabiy
forwardmfr this benevolent vork icid 1o the
lot of a Fefferson---and to recover them freii
. their debafement---to give to vagrant Librrty
a fixture of charalter, und to iniroduce 1.‘ G
th\,lr villages, - the houihobll virtees, and the
‘hablts ofmduﬁr"(, 1s one of tie mod lovely
features of the p;duxt adminiiirauon,aud sdd.
one more to our many bleflings.

That we have a conditution ol rovernmen:
not forced eponusby an imperious conanersy,
‘or adopted from necelitty, butone framea e

.the bofom of peace, and deliberately chcin o
“ourfedves, 15 a felicity, of which fov atio:
ean boaft, and nouce in fu great peracction .
the people cf America.---The auipiees o
g the peaceti! d(u)ini(}‘l of 1t, 1ts herno oo
ricd into operation Ly tie flocneh of roadn
and argument alone, are cucumftanecs ros
favorable to be overivoked tn the enumerntion
of our DlcHings.
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And ir is a proud trait in the Americas
chari ¢ter, which I mention with more plea.
fure, us it difclefes a difjolition, manife ftly fi-
milar to that which actuates the mejority of
the men in piace at the prefont day ; and it af-
for(s high cvidence of republican firmnefs and
confiftency.  We caunot too often refiedt, that
fear, fraud, or neccflity, did not impufe LPOL
us a conftitution--.it was the fober and dignifi-
ed triumph of fentiment and of peace, ul ac-
tion--.and thuat sentement and that gction were
American.--- Fear, an ingredicnt principle,
incorporated with every mhcr government
under the fan, isa ftranger to ours, it is an
exotic, obnoxious o frecedom; whatever has
relation to our couftitution, poflifles the vital
encrgy  of Libeaty, and native American
principles :----it biings every thing to the
“umpiiage of reafon;”” and as tothe fimplicity
of its firucture, it refembles the manners of
the peoplc who fpoke it into exiftence---it is
without exumple and without a parallel, ——
But this monument of wifilom, which marked
~out a new era in Liberty, rcquires a4 more ela-
borate and honoruble mention, than I {hall be
able to give 1t,

This Charter of our Freedom has numerous
beauties, and intrinfic qualitics, which are the
root of all 'our civil bleflings. Here the cons
trolling princ lplt?b of man are amcliorated, his
{fceial conditicn improved, and his moral life
corre&ted.  The liberty and fecurity of pes-
fon, and the rights of property, are here re-
garded with ferupulous exaéindfs, and are
fubftantialiy the portion of every American---
How eligible, yea enviable, does our fituation
appear ---1f we look arcund the world, conly 3
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tmaull portiou of the human race can Le faid te
enjoy even the sb.dow of thefe rights.  The
bulk of mankind are detruded down to the
moft ignominious debafcment, and grinding
fervitude, under the double burden of civil
and religious opprefiton; while we are batking
in the *“full.orbed”’ ciffulgence of Liberty,
happy in our government, happy i our fam.
ilics, and the fociety around us; nothing to
contend with but cur paflions, and nothing to
do but ftudy that which makes for our happi-
‘uefs, and the ftatiiiity of Government; to in.
duttrioudly jollow cur feveral occupations ; to
liften to the meliow voice of Contentiment ;
and glow with gratitude to theAlmightyGiver
of thefe good gifts. ’

The people of America have intelligence
to know their {ituation, and the extent of thelr
rights-—this, few nations have, and upon
the judicious exescife of it, with the ordinary
bleflings of providence, refts the perpetuity of
their political pre-eminence. Knowiedge 1s
the ftanding ariny of Republics. Since the
beginning of time, more powerful and mul.
tiplied means for the extenfion of fcience, and
the art of {elf government, were never put in-
to operation. T'he prelsis free—and the cir-
culation of intelligence is rapid and general-—
nurturing {chools are flourithing in every vi-
cinity—and the fpirit of inveftigation walks a-
broad in open day, and with vivacity pervades
all clafles of our citizens—nothing is wrapped
up In myftery—the holy bandages of privilege
and fuperftition, by which mankind have been
led blindfold to certain deftruction, & induced
to “lick the haud juft raifed to thed the blood?
of their pelitical and religious exience, are
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¢orn offin America—the public conduél of the
legiflative,executive andjudicial departments,

arc open to 1ufpeftion and animadve rﬁon
~and the truths of religion are not ** hid from
our eyes,’? nor the rights of confcience cloven
down by a crafty and vindi¢tive priefthood.—
Where flavery exifts, thefe rights have been
rudely violated—Dbut where {r eedom has nerv-
ed the mind and fwayedits encrgies, they have

been regarded—thceferightswe ha Ve efta_bhﬂx’d
ona baﬁ_s apparently calculated for perpetuity

—and were never dcfigned to conlole, to laugh
at ard-betray us, hke the fugitive and de-
celtful vifions of imagination, or the hollow
profeflions of venal men, who would facrifice
the dearefl interclts of community, for the
fleeting {plendors of a moment.

And here I would remark, that our civil
privileges may be confidered more eftimable,
becaufe with them we have no national church
eftablifhment, no patcnt articles of fuiih, or
forms of worlhip, and no undue preference is
given to one denomination above anothcr‘—-—
but proteclion is offered to all.

Religious freedom, banithed and driven
from every other correr of the globe, by the
¢“ red-crofs iquadrons® of religious tyrauny,
has here unfurled her fnow-white ftandard.
Come to this afylim, all you, whofe lives
have been embittered by the continual fleec-
ings and cruel 1impolitions of pampered pricfts
and voluptuous princes——hither repair—
open armed, religious freedom kindly invites
you to par take of her bleﬁimgs “* without
money and without price ;>* or,if you chulfe,
flay at home, but follow the cxample of
Americaps, and like them enjoy the unem-
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bitrafled exercife of your religion, and clarify
and garnith your pulpits for the emanations
of vital picty.--- Why wander ye like treublcd
ghofts, i the dark valley of fuperltitious cre-
dulity. LetReligion, ** Heaven-born maid,””
~difrobed of the tinfel of vice, and the {abie
fhroud of wrinkléd fuperftition, and pure and
undefiled by human inventions;appear in your
temples, in all her native fimplicity, and the
blooming freihnefs ¢f eternal youth, white-
thantled and etberial. and ¢ foft and {weet as
looks of charity, or voice of lambs that hleat
dpon the morning”’--..fhe’ll afk your willing
love, and foothe you with artlefs, unaffefled
carefles.

‘Americans not only feek happinefs for them.
felves, but are endeavoring to deferve it, by
fubftantially {fecuring the imeans not only of
obtaining, but tranfmitting it to pofterity, and
diffufling it to mankind generally. Infpired
by a ftrong impreflion of the bounties {how-
ered down upon their country, their hearts
arc¢ open to benevolence; and charitable in-
flitutions are formed and forming, to pro-
imote domeflic happinefs, and to rclieve pri-
vate virtue in diftrels.  And while we afcribe
thefe bleflings to the true fource whence
they flow, there is a fatisfalion in contem.
plating the channels,through which they have
been condutted and difiributed to us in ferti-
lizing ftreams.---and thefe chunnels are more
particularly the conflitution and laws of the
land.  And it is a happy circumltance, that
thefe are capable of amendment, and are not
unalterable as the laws of the Medes and Per-
fians,——The Conflitution of America has
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within itfelf, the immortal principles of cor.
rcClion and renovation, which we truft will
one day Lring it as near perfiéhion as human
affairs can ever approach. The amendments
already made, furnifh rcfpe€lable teflimony
ctthe good eflc€ts derived from this provifion.
And althe’ its deadlicft enemies, with invidi-
ous vulgarity, comparc it to a fwine with a
furrow of young, and liken it to *“ an old brafs
kettle, that wants continual mending;” good
men glory in it, and confider ‘his invigorating
principle it poflefles, politically orthodox.

It takes its power {rom the people, who are
the legitimate originators of government, and
‘*“ whofe image and fuperfcription it bears.”
To fay that the people are imperfc & is to fpeak
the truth—to fay they are incapable of rcfine-
ment and improvement, is at beft, a bad come
pliment—or that theyareflubbornly fet againft
inftrulicn, is no commendation of their heads
or hearts. But to fay they are open to im-
provement, have candor to hear, are defirous
of reccivirg inftruélion, and arc daily progrefl-
ing towarcs perfe€lion. is to place them in the
moft amiable and exalted point of view.--we
lock at the conflitution in the fame light..-
and as the pecple improve that fliocu'd be a
mended, and as they progrefs, that fhould ac-
company them, as the artk of their political
{afety ; for man, and ccrflituticns of gove
ernment have not yet reachied the lafl limits of
human perfetion.

But thefe froward children of the ¢« old
fchool,” wholove the ** old way” ripht or
wrong, are not only unfriendly to amendment,
but ficken at the happinels of America, and if
wnder the haggard and bloated form of detrac-



: 17 )

rion, they could blaflt the fair profpetts rifing
tull-faft, at every ftep we take ;- it would af-
ford them favage fatisfaétion, becaufe the pre-
fiding geaius of the country is unfavorable to
that rank and precedence, which hereditaty
titles and diilinétions anciently claimed.

When men a&t from feeling a grievance,
there 1s a boundary to their paflions ; when
they aCt from difappointment, and a zeal fo
certain opinions, the influence of iImagination
gives unboundced licence to their paflions.—
This is exemplified in the charaler of the
two interells which have divided the people
of America. Oppofition to the meafures of
the p4ft adminiftration, arofe from a fenfe of
gricvance—the moft diftinguilhed feature of
the prefent oppofition, is dilappointment in a
favorite pian of government, diverfe from the
:xifting one, and not from a fenfe of griev.
ance—T'his difference widens 25 we examine
it—Oppolition from a fenfe of grievance, {ub.
fides when the burden is removed or lighten-
ed, for it looks only to the evi/ done; when
that is remedied, the commotion is quieted—
Oppofition, from a zeal for the introdution
‘of certain opinions, or that arifcs from the
gangrene of difappointed ainbition, cenfiders
the good condutt of government obnoxious to
its views. If the mcafures of Adminifiration
are conccived in wifdom, and bottomed on
phiianthropy, it operates as a greater provo.
cative—for the good measure, furnifhes the
body of the people, with a plea for the fupnort
of the fyitem the oppoler withes to deftroy ;
hence the good act irritates the adverfury more
than iniquitous and oppreflive aéts would.—

This
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This accounts in :E great mealure for the em.
bittered and rancorous revilings, which teem
from the oppofition prefles , and every day’s
obfervation reaiizes the pofition, that the
wirtues of the prelentadminifiration, provoke
moe than do its errors. But their chapter
of accidents is every day opened, and will
reveal more and more their wanderings from
the track of their fathers.  There is no plea-
fure in noticing this dereliction of a
portion of our fellow-citizens, {urther
than to fhew, that Heaven, ever propitious to
America, has infpired the councils of the na.
tion,with a {pirit no lefs prudent than patriotic,
and a facred and inflexible .regard for the
rights, ofthe people, which has fteadily and
fubitantially elevated them to a pitch of glory,
far too high for the pitiful & excentric flights
of envy and detrallion.

'To learn how te diffufe and give perennial
vigor to thefe ** corrected fweets”” of Indepen.
dence, it is proper occafionally to refle€t upon
the period of our nativity, and to let our
minds retrace the important preliminary, and
the at once affeCting and joyful fubfequent
feenes, that ftand recorded in the annals oi the
Republic, and there pourtraved in the flrong
language of Nature, and uncovered fimplicity
of truth—and as we read, to cherifh and carefs
the {pirit they breathe, and mnbibe the leflons
they give, for in them we learn the price of
Independence, and the unwearied exertion
and care neceflury for 1ts peaceful preferva-
on,

‘The impofing grandeur of our phyitical fitu.
ation, and the conveniencies it affords, fur-
pais thefe of other nations, as docs our towe
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ering Andes, the lofticft Alpine height———
And our political organization is better adapt

ed to expand and difpofe the mind to relith
thefe magnificent and rural beauties, and to
impreve theleconvenienciesto the ends ofhap-
pincfs, than that of anvethgr government now
i operation.  T'lie divifion of our territory
Into feparate fovercignties for the adminiftra-
tion of demefiic concerns, and the union ot
thefe foverdipntics for tranficling matters of
gencral and national mowent, is wilcly defign.
ed to mect the exigencies of a large popula-
tion and territory, and unqueflionably cllab-
Jifhes a pofition, that has herctofore been cen.
fidered ideal and abfolutely untenable.  "The
refutation of this political hyrcthelis, which
holds a Republican government ihcapable of
regulating the affuirs of a great natiom, affords
at this time, addiiional delight, when we vicw
1t with reference to the recent extenfion of our
territory.  Prepofterous hus been the reafon-
ing of many, who have endeavored to deftroy
the confidence of Americans, in the govern-
ment of their choice, by fuggefting, that be-
caufe Rome, and the Republics of Greece,
have fallen, that we fhall, like them, have
only a wanfitory exiftence.—If meant as rea.
foning, it is pitiful—if 2s a prophefy, it may
be truc. '

The influence of our flate and fedorative
principles—the fccurity of our perfons and
property, as derived from trial by jury, the
bulwark of Liberty, and the freedom of tha
prefs,che modium of knowledge, the flandng
force of cur nation, which were all unknows
to the ancient Republics, mufl foon explody_
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fuch fallacious reafoning, and juftly infpire
the people with that con fidence effential to the
permanency of theirgovernment.  And when
we aidd to this, the mountuin of dithculties
thrown in the way of afpuing men by the en-
largement of territory, apd the new means
afforded for the increafe of enterprize, of un-
101, and of home commerce, and the propor-
tichare opening of avenues to foreign enter-
prize, and the confequent augmentation of
revenue, we behold a deep-embadied phalanx
rifing, the wonder of the world, and more
formidable to the irruptions of tyrunny, than
were Chirnefe walls to Tartar hordes.  And
if the defigns of Providence cin be lecrnt from
“the chain of caufes and «ficéts, which have
confpicuoully marked our progrels, reafon
would incline to belicve, that time, inflead of
making devaflution, was Luilding up a dura-
ble monument, to exifl coeval with itdelf.

It is happy ior a country to poflefs the means
of making her rulers fonest ; bur flill morg
happy, to pefiefs men who need not the inter-
venticn of thefe means-«-in whofe breafls no-
twe has embofom’d this greateft adornment
of humanity. ‘“Lhatfuch men occupy the firlt
offices of government, the happindfs we enjoy
as a nation, furpaﬂmg the moft fanpuine ex-
peQiation of enthufiaftic politicians, fufiicient.
ly attefls.---Is this the effufion of an imagina.
ticn difiempered with party zeal I...1s it the
mad fqutﬁ;on of an enthufiatt 2-..1s it the
overfluoning of republican frenzy ?...No---it
is the cool decifion of the judgment, **it is
tae teflimony which Nature bears to her own
charater.””...Shall we then be filent ? when
we have met to rejoice that fuch bleflings are



‘ A‘w ?

surs, iuall w i:“sw ¢ the chara®ers whe
have been im’h Uing h,ai i producing them 2.
T'he mad carecr of an Alexander or w Charlis
X lith, may excite our aftontihment —.the po-
litical chicancery of a Machiaval, a Rieshey,
or a Pitr, may excite a cold admiration for
their a!;l'sit.,ics--»l“x i‘f is an aflfociation of vir-
e sna ?ﬁirn*s a catacity capabie of difcover.
imr the true mitey eft of a people, and line of

sondu g’{ boit cale ui&r(d to promote 1t, that can
alor create and fecure oficem : Yes,

i ow-citizens,we poflufseforrrrson great
In talents, {mxp t. 1N Inanners, and pure 1 mo-
vals., lhe 2yl acts of his liic, form the
oeil comm.,n:zuv vpnn his character-.-they
fiand the deathldds memorials of his “onh
:ummz,‘unng mankind to an mmproved ftate of
fociety, fubferving the wilfare of the prefent
age, and ewahracaor pofleraty. Thelfe are the
vafe of the grand Cormtiizan column, whofe
capital }qfncncowic s iove---and thef: caompole
the /Cgean .,;h(,‘u, that will forever mdune
Lim v mlmrt by the flanders m his en: *mzes--.,.
but W hy theuld we recount his fervic(g------a
WORLD new FERELS them.

Nor let us forget to dedicate a moment to
the pleafling yet m(lux."‘xo 'y contempliarion of
the fervices and {uffering s m thofe /&men:an
Decti, who, * {clfdevorcd™ in thetr countrs
caufe, ftepped foremotl to the . Is ol dange ~,
end died 1 its defence. ¢ O Lliberty ! Heas
ven’s choice prerogetive, wged on by thice,
their feuls difdained the teraas of cavyire of-
fered at the hands of tyraats”? bepurted
beroes ! “the beams of TTeaven daiizht te
thine upon your graves,” bou they will no

z.’ - o . wor *‘f.‘.-‘,-;a- LR . ., ¢
fi._,.'}.(r! f :\ I £ I SR Tl AR A ADTELN UL IR AES O 1;()3&:,:‘«;1-*
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fhare 1n the fentiments of the hearts that love
and revere you-—you know them not—youw
never more fhall know them—Dbut as often as
we celebrate this day, we will weave you a
chaplet of laurels, and repay the debt of gra-
titude we owe you, by layiag up your coun-
fels in our hearts---we wil not weep as chil-
dren weep, we will mourn like men, confider.
ing you as gone, to take ‘¢ poifeflicn of your
eftates, which afcended to Hcaven in chari-
ties” beftowed upon your country-..your me-
mory will not damp, but richly feafon our
Joy.
* What fcenes of trouble, what dangers,
what hardihips did they not enceounter—yet
the mighty {pirit which Heaven impianted
within, ferened the tewper of their minds,
and fpread its funfhine round them.—And
while we paufe to refle€t upon the virtues of
thefe fainted patriots—Do we feel the fire of
Jiberty, glowing within us ? Does it dilate
us with gratitude for the rich inheritance we
enjoy, the price of their blood,—their Llood
which was the feed of freedom 2

We have met, not for idle mcrriment, and
empty diverfion, but to ftrengthen the bonds
of union, and to cherifh and invigorate the
principles of Liberty—and while we contem-
plate the tranfcendent bleflings we enjey, let
us keep in mind, that to preferve them, re.-
quires the guardian carc of the people—we
muft not fit down fupinely, with a hope, that
thefe bleflings will remain without exer#ion
to preferve them—Such a hope would be de-
lufive. lItis not becaufe mank nd have grown
petter, or becaufe there is no difpolition to
enflave us, that we are fice; but becaule we
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have difcovered the means of reprefling this
{pirit of defpotifim; thefe means are the rights
of ele€lion, and of ferutinizing the conduct
of our pubiic fervants.  Vhe foundotion of
our governmclii, is the virtue ot the people,
this virtue is made up of individual virtue ;
and 1ts firength is made up cf individual excr-
tion. Hence it follows, that a defeética
from virtue, and neglect of duty in one 1ndi-
vidual, reduces in the fame proportion, the
virtue and ftrength of government ; let the
firlt be preferved, and the latter faithfully
and diligently performed, and the voice of the
people may emphatically be faid to be the
voice of God. We mutlt likewife refle¢t that
political liberty depends much upon morality
and true religion. The practice of moral
virtue, and univerfal philanthropy will char.
allerife the genuine republican.

In fele&ting charaéters to fill our public of-
fices, let us be careful to fupport thole who
are republicans from principle ; there are in
ours, as weil as in every country, men whole
political opinions, are created and fafhioned
by the profpect of gain or the hope of oflice ;
whofe microf.opic fouls never felt the im.
preflion of a ray from the bright {fun of lib-
erty. The caule of freedom 1s the caufe of
Heaven ; never then let its fan&tuaries be
filled¢ with fuch political ** money changers,””
who will turn the * fimple ufes” of property
and office, into the iplendor of exterior pomp,
and the vain fhews of greatneis, which is ou-
ly covering with flowers the chains that
are forging for you or for your pofterity.
Thofe who merit your fupport, and are wor-
thy of the facred office of guardians of liberty,
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re fuch as pay « wﬂlmg homage at the altar
oal iberty, and whofe int egmv and_republ:-
canifm are able to withftand the buffe tings of
perfecution, the ftormsof adverfity, and the
foft allurements of temptation ; and who will
enter upen its duties, with a fenfe of their
weight and 1mpcrtance, and ¢ humble them.
#:lves before the magnitude of the anderr:ik.
ing.” Suchis the true republican. To tie
oppreflor ne 1s more terrible than the threat.
ening whirlvind to the uniheltered wander.
er: but tc the oppreffed he is more lovely
than the rifing beams of the morning, to the
night bewildered travelier.  Let the haggard
form of tyranny approach him in its mo#
terrific attitude, upheld by the *f divinity
that ftirs within him,”” undifmayed he meets
its approaches.-.either vanquilhes, or be.
comes a martyr in the caufe he has proufed
We are ncw travelling, fellow citizens, in
the tracklefs road of experiment, our deftin.
ation is the land of national happinefs. e
ready have we entered its borders : alreudy
do we begin to inhale the rich odours that rife
from its productions ; already do the nations
of Europe look at our progreis with aflonifh.
nment and admiration, and long to follow our
fteps. T granny Legins to unfoid its deform-
ity, and they wonder at their ~ former
blindnefs.  Let us then, brethren, keep our
obje€t cortinually in mind ; and let not the
arts of the vicious, nor the allurecments of
othce, or privaie gain, lead us from the track
of our i}viwrs Letus fay to Virtve and
LIBERTA ,we will be youridiscinls,
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The SONG which preceded the exercises,
and the poem which concluded them.

A NEW SONG, ~
Tune—Hail Columbia.—By A. H.
HEN the sound of war was loud,
Freedom’s Sun behind the cloud,
Bluod empurpled various plains,
A tribute rich from freemen’s veins;
Who inath to bear tyrannic ire,
For friends and country dar’d expire.
By their brave example led,
To the standard thousands fizd,
Deeds of valour were perform’d,
Armies humbled, breastworks storm’d.
Then triumphant Freedom rose,
Thundering vengeance on her foes,
Independence led her on,
" And the glorious deed was done.

Wishing peace with all mankind,
Rul’d by policy refin’d,
Our constitutions bought with blood,
And form’d to serve the public good,
Have from our independence rose,
And hence our States in peace repose.
Here the sacred scroll we bear,
Valour’s purchase—Virtue's care,
Let the aged join the strain,
Sages read it o’cragain :
Learn your lisping babes to know,
Whence their best endowments flow,
In your circles oncea year
Independence loud declare,

Whilea Jefferson presides,

And with skill the nation guides,

Rancourous war, ambitious strife,

Calm nature’s horror, curse of life,

From this our favour’d land saall flee,

Nor €’tr disturb our harmony.
Dealings open, just, 10d fair, ,
Cautious both to spend andspare 2

D
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LCouncil prizing more than war,
Each event providing for.
Shielded by the powersabove,
Happy in a nation’s love,
Let our rulers hear the strain,
Independence—shout again.

Lisping infants join the song,
Grateful youth the strains prolong ;

Every sex, and every age,

In the delightful scene engage 3
Th’ extension of the human mind,
By sexual follies uncenfin’d ;
Gencrous patrons, here you see,
Blest result of Liberty !

Brothers, sisters, hand in band,

Bring the charter of the land;
Take it, guard it for their sake,
Independence is the stake !

E’er you slight so rich a boon,
Sol, in blood, should shroud the Moon.

VBT AV AV AU AV oV AV oW oV JV 0 GV o W oV gV 8 oF o 8

The Geniusof Columb‘z’a.---A‘ Yifion.
By A. SELDEN, Esa.

ENEATH the west mountain, the sun had retir’d,

B The shadows came on, and the twilight expir’d,
I'nick vapors ascending envelop’d the skies,
And lock’d the fair lanterns above from mine eves ;
Loud thunders portcntous were rocking the world,
Wide volumesof lightning around me unfurl’d,
Fierce whirlwinds horrific, tore forests amain,
And spread devastation and death on the plain.

My bosom o'crburden’d was ready to burst,

I fainted with anguish and tell te the dust ;

Thy Genius CoruMsia, appear'd in iny sight,
Hush’d noise, and dispel’d all the sorrews ot night ;
The sweets of ambrgesia perfumed the spheres,
The music of angels enchanted my ears;  °
While softly, prophetic, the Genius did sing,

In accents far sweeter .han Zephyrs of spring.

% My empire shall rise and irs blessings shall rol}
¢¢ From ocean to ocean; from pole uute pole,
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¢ Extending its course on fair Liberty’s plan,
® Through regions unmark’d by the foutsteps of man.
 The savage ferocious his nature shall yield, =
% Quit forests of danger, and 1ill the rich field } {
% Thearts and the sciences fondly shall gain, "
% And rise to the summit which man can at@ip.

&F

% The vine cover’'d mountains of Gallia e’er long,

“ Shall furnish poor Europe with pleasureand song ;

“ Cold Russia, t-e truit of her vintage shall taste,

 Nor wish her rich gardens to ravage and wasie ;

“ With rapture transplant the pure grape in the north,

“ Which rooting shall thrive and its fragrance send forth,
“ ‘Till all the fierce nations in friendship shall join,

% To reap their own harvests, and taste their own wine.

“ The schemes of my Chieftain,* inspir’d from abave.
* To Greenland and Chiti in triumph shall move ;

* O’er Europe to India dire@ing his ken,

* And forming the slaves of the East into men,

“ The mountain of Zicn—the seat of a God !

“ For years under foot soinhumanly trod :

¢ Shall the richest of struétures and celumns display,

““ While nations and nations are born in a day.

“ Then shall the glad world a huge oft’ring behold,
* Of India’s rich spices on altars of gold,

* Prepar’d by a people long scatter'd and pee!’d,

** Whose shame is now cover’d—whose bruiscs are heal'd .
“ Who join the wide nations,in transports of joy,

“To bid the fell battle no longer destroy ;

¢ While the bloed-stained Chiefio his vineyard repairs,
“ To ciange his dire weapons to prune-hooks and share:

“ No tyrant or despot shail speak from his throne,

““ The crown be dishonor’d—the mitre unknown,

** The courticr and sycophant, curst while alive,

“ Like drones, by the people, be drag’d from the tave
“ Then plentiful harvests shall whiten the ficld,

“ The vine and the olive rich juices shall yield ;

““ And gladness the brow of each mortal adorn,

“ Aslong as the cvening succeedetl the mora ™

* Mr, Jefferson.



