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ON the 26th uny of !\la)", 1~;;;;, ueing the unnivcrsnry of Black· 
5tOl'lO'" denth, the following communication uppeuretI in the" Business 
Directory," a newspopcr Jlublished ut l'llwtuekct, R. l. 

""ILLL\:\I BLAC K~'l'O~E. 

Who was this almost mythical pc\'sonagc, whosc IlaInC hos ueen 
perpetllated in the waters that flow through our \'illuge, and what \Vas 
his history ? A uricf reply llIuy be interesting just ut thc prese/lt 
time. Willium Ulnekstone wns an Episeopal clel'gymun of Eng· 
lund, cut'ly in the 17th ecntllry, He wus Il bold, indepcndent untI in· 
telligent man far in advance of thc uf-e in whieh he livcd. Hc wus 
onc of those sclf·poisetI sllirits who wOllltI not sllumit to the theologieul 
Ilictation und civilllsul'pation of that wcak.milllled, ficl'y·headed, yet 
eminent seholol', Archuishop Laud. He left EnglulIll and landed on 
this eoust soon ufter thc first bund of pi\grill1~, antI ehose to stray uway 
alone. He sellied ut Shaw/IIul, the Indiun nUll1e of the spot \Vhere the 
city of Boston now stands, und lived there severai years as the first 
und only inhubitllllt of thut peninsnla, The\'c in the solit\llie of his 
ehoice, he comll1cnccd his eureer of progre~s planted his gardens 
1'.nd rnised the first apples in Massachusetts. Whcll in 16:10 the 
English emigrnnts bcgnn to settle urollllll him, he cOllltl not sub· 
mit to the dictntiolls the)' hml impol'tctl with them j but to scttlo 
the ditficulty, they tllxel! thclllsel\'cs und hougllt hi;; improvelllcllts 
IIml rights, to his satisfne:ion j ullll in tho Spring of lti:J5 hc bitl Iholll 
ndiou lind stnrtcd for whllt wr,s then to them tho 1I1II\1I01l'n "Far Wcst." 
He pitchel! his tent Ilear tho spot now occupicd by our Lonsdule 
depot, The plnee was eulled TI"II/('CPOOIISC/l~, u eompoullll Indiull 
terIll fo\' catehing wild geese und bil'ds with ncts allli snllres, Hem 
hc built his house (enlled "Study Hall") hy the sidc of what he calbl 
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U;o;tut!y Bill," through which the mil cnrs um! te!ugruph \Virus 1I0W 

puss. Hure he plantet! himself liS the lil'st whito inhabilll\lt or what is 
now aur Stato; ami also rniset! the lirst upples klwwn to IthOllc 
Islant!. Ilc livet! here twenty.fotl\, ycars us u bnchelor, al\ll then 
mnrried a Boston widow. Ho hml n large library for thoso times, nnll 
cllltivated his lamls and his minI! \Vith industry and tasto. lIe uitrered 
in sentiment, with Roger Williams at the "illage of PJ'ovidence (a Het· 
tie ment sl\bsequent to his own) but lived on good terllls with Wil· 
liams, tind aften preuehed for !lim and his people f1'ee, allli gave 
them the first applcs thoy ever snw. All thut is known of this pil. 
grim father of Boston and Cumberland, discovors !tim to be a very 
benevalent, intelligent spe ei men of illuependont oddity. Ile lived ut 
"Study Hill fort y year:! aftcl' he solu Sltawmut (l3oston,) and diet! at 
his l::tuuy 1-!u1l l'espeeteu and hUl1cntcd hy all the inhnbitants who IHIII 
growll up around him during his long and patl'iarchal lil'c, being OVCI' 

80 ycars of age at his denth. Ile died on the 26th oDray, 1075, JUST 

aNE I1UNDRJlD AND EIGU'rV YEARS AGa Tms DAV, amI was buriClI \lcar 
his house all tho 28th of i\lay, as the l'ecol'<]s ueclal'o, and his grave 
remain!l to lhis day, designateu hy two small bowldc:)'s of semi.cry;;. 
talized quartz rock. 

'fho \Vell he stoned is still to be seen; and thc loealitics and bauncl· 
aries of his lanus lire I,nown from rceords and plats, nlthollgh oalls of 
a hllndred years growth have sinee floul'ishcu on the flowery gardens 
of Blackstone. Although this Pilgl'im Father allli patriarclml dcfcncl· 
er of rutional liberty diou a hunllrcd yoars befare the Revolutioll, und 
our "Deelaration of lndependunee" wus to him a cel1tury ill the 
{utme, yct the 4th day of ,Juiy wus celebrateu by him us his princ:ipu! 
holiday because it wus the tIImivcrsal'Y of his marringe to an excellcnt 
and amiable lady who shureu wilh him the last fourtcen yeul's of his 
long life she huving died bul twa years befol'e him. Ho left anc son, 
Lut his raeo is extinet no blood of Blnokstone flows in uny living 
veins, anu none but the abovo namecl unletterod stone mtld,s his rost. 
ing pluce. Tho spurkling waters of the l3Iuckstolle river \Vill for ngus 
to come reneet his 1lallle ; but the thousands and tens of thousallds (lf 
his sueecssors, who huve flourisheu anu livcu on tho utility of thi:. 
stream, huve toa lang remuineu in ignorunee of tho illustriuus ChU1" , 

aeter and amiuble odclitios of him whose namo it bours, 
AmI 1l0W, Mr. Editor, I woulll suggest Ull ullem'ernonious ulld 1111-

-(j~tclllutious guthering at Sludy Hill un the uPI,rouching -Hh uf July" , 
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a 501'1 or "Oltl Full'i> Uulchl'Utioll" with all thu young who 11\ny choose 
tu attem!, 011 lhu ~(lot thus unce uccupied j whurc uy ('rce am! famil­
jar mod es, tho lor:alitiC5 0(' his homestcutl cun UC (lointcd out, anti a 
moru dctlliled portruiturc of his lile 3nd clmruetul' clln hu givcn j and 
wl:ul'c eun 1m eomlllcllect.! the fUl'lllutiun of u llIaekstollc tllunlllllent 
Assoeiutioll, whosc ultimatc uhjuct shall ue to reur a l'!!spectauln stOlllJ 
whiuh shall PCl'lIlllllclltly recon! the name, chnrtlcter tind fustillg place 
or the first white inhnhitullt 0(' Hustol\ und Uhudu Islund. 

~. C. ri. 

Nuthing fUl'ther wus hem',1 011 this suhjeet lIntil i\londuy, two ,lays 
('I'cviuus to the ,Ith of .July j ",hen tll'O or thl'ee persons on tho S('lII' 

ul' the mOlllcnt rosulvu,1 to iS~H1e It l\otice in\'iting ti muetillg ht Ihl! 
gl'tll'O ui' Blaekstone_ With this I'urf Iimiwd 1I0tiee, u goo.lIy 1I11m­
hel', far uxoceding the expcct:ltiollS of its pl'ojcetol's, u~sol11blcll thul'C 
al 10 o'eloel" A. i\I., 011 tho ,!th, and ul'gani~ed thcmgclves umlcr the 
Imlllehes of a vcncmhle tree, called the" Catholie ank." 

Thc mcoting was enlled tå o !'Ill! I' hy one of its ,Humher, allll Hel', 
llavi,1 Benc,!iet, n, n" of Pawtuckct, was ehosell ehail'lllun, alld 
.fUI1IllS Il. Chase, o!' Yalley Fal1;" Ilppoillted sccrclru·y. The ser\'iccs 
II'CI'C cOll1mcncccl with prayer hy the vcnerahle chairman. The 
IlulI. ,Tohn~on Unl'llncr, ol' Pnwtu<:kct, !\lass., thell rcutlthc Tlcelara­
tiun ot' JIllIt'pcntlcllcc, vcry l1luch in thc st yle of n. pructicel! clccution-

, 

i~t, Hml gavc I'cry gcneral sntj:"faction, MI'. S. U. Ne\\'lllulI, 01' thc 
Pa II'tllcltet Telcgl'tll'h, ti native ot' the uncicnt town of Rehobuth, 
which onee emhracctl the J'csi,lcnec of IlI11ek~tonc Wilhill its limit,;, 
alld a lineal dcscell,lant in thc ~c\'enth gCllemtill1l I'I'OIll thc liwlltler 
lIllIl lirst minister ot' lImt cul'lv l'lIritull tOWll, nc,\t t1cli\'crcd tlre f,J!--
lowing discollr~o, 
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DISCOURSE. 

A NATION'S birth day! Tl'uly this is, ulllllong mny it COII­

tinue to be, a noble theme fiJr contempIntion. Yct time a III I 
eircumstnnceE', are fast changing the made of its ohscrvunee. 

The exhilaratillg topics of' its carlier anlliversnries, have be­
come familiar to the school boys. 'l'hc story of the Re\'olutiun 
is enshrined in mngie names li'om Lc:.ingtoll to Yorktown. It;;; 
languagc is stcreotyped in granite on Bunker's cOllsccrnted 

\ 

summit ; it is permunently engravcd ulld dnguerrcotyped in 
the munifilld dialect of patriotism, and seattered uroad-cnst 
throughout our land. 'l'hose martial descriptions and patriotie 
phiIlipics of earlicr days, have uccome historie matters of the 
glorious past; and we leave the bon-fires and illlllninated out­
uursts of those more cxciting liJrl11s of externul expression, to 
the times thut gU"e them birth.· It is ours to eonsecrate 
this duy to a no less noble purpose. 'Ve devote it to the I'e­
mote, antiquariun conternplation of a liuernl-minded wmthy 
who li"ed long prior to Dur nationulity to the Pilgrim Father 
of Boston and Cumberlund to the first white illhabitant or 
0111' gallant linle State; and ",hose hislory, <leeds mal sCllti­
ments are yet bUL toa firmly " A:,\CHORED" bl'hind the ouli\'i-
0115 curtuins of the past; and wlJOse venerable ashes sle('}l in 
peace beneath yonder simple Ilag, and like the cxprcssi\'c 
motto of Dur State, rep ose ill "HOPE." 

Befare entering upon a descriptioll or the venerable Black-
1 stone, it will perhaps be proper to oilcr a glance at the origill 

of Cumberlancl. Same Icw or the eady Pilgrillls lIear llly_ 

• 

• 
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mouth, with the no", Samucl Ncwmull as thcir pastor, pur­
r;Imscd ofl\Iassussoit, tho c1lief of the Wnmpanongs, a traet nf 
land nnd scttled themsolves as the town of He!JoLoth, in lli4S, 
'l'hat town aCf!uired additionnl tcrritory by variollS purchasps 
\Jutil 1694, whon it \Vas dividcd, and whnt they eallctl tlw 
"North Purclmse," becume tho town of Attleborough; and 
thc twonty-seven squarc miks wllieh now constitutes the tOWII 
nI' Cumberland, was then cluimed Ly Attlehorough, allli eallcd 
f.. ttleborough Goro, li'om its triangular lonn. 'fhis" Goro" 
remllined t hus till 1747, \\'hen it becnmo n purt of the eo!ollY 
nf Uhodo Island, amI assulIled the Ilame of CUllluerlunu, amI 
Ims remuineu 50 for the last olle hUllllred and eight year:>. 

The magnatcs of England in the 17th centur)', wel'e 1'1.'­

marl~able for their civil, polilieal and n:ligious usurpntiolls, 
\Vhile the Vanes antlthc Sydneys of that inlatuated age, lell 
\'ietims to the political eode of judicilll munlers, the looleries 
of Archbishop Laud were 110 less eon:>pieuous un,l auhorrcnt. 
in the brnuding, the nose-slilling, aud car-ewppilJg dogmas ot' 
the dominant theology of that day. Thcrc were SOUle, hu\\,c\'er, 
even among the corrupted upper ranks or thc clcrgy, w!Jo 
w~rc disgustcd wilh thc 0ppl'cssivc dietutiuns of tllc times, and 
who chose to bid an eternal ntlicu to thcir uutive land, SuelJ 
an one, was the Ilev. 'Villium DIuel,stone, of EUglaUll. 

He was cuucatcd 101' the Episeopalministry, allll initiatt'tI 
iuto the classieal lcnrnillg of his da)'; aud what was thel! 
calleu n dissenter, or non-conlimnist not assentillg to the 
dogmas and extcrnulisms of the functionarics of thc ehurcll, 
),ecuuse he saw in thcm tho eielIlcnIs or elll'l'Oachlllcllt UPOII 

the true indopcllllenec and natural rights of man- tlle vel')' 
clementary loumlntion of aur" Dcclaralion of Indcpclltlerll'e .. 
ill ils broadest sense. 

He \Vas of a boltl, illllepcll(lcnt, intelligent mill originall.·ast 
ul' mind. He \Vas lill' in ullvanee or thc age in ",hieh he livet! ; 
and had pictUl'ed in his mint! something ot' that state or civili­
zution and indcpencIcllee -,,,hielI wc IlOW behu!tl ; uut as Ircc­

dOIl1 of opinion Wlll; Ollt of the 1)IICSlinn there, he prclcrrcd to 
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hccome n rccluse on the l'Ock-boUllll shorcs or u new world. 
Here he lnid nside all fashion, and all convcntionalislI1s or :;0-

ciety, because thore were none to rcquire them, and :lOuglit 
nothing but morully-directcd comlort nnd the enjoymellL nI' 
true indcpendence; and \vithout any intelltion on his part, his 
enjoyments developed themsclves in \Vlmt we should now cnll 
independent anel hnrmloss oddities. 

\Vhat wns his prccise nge when he first lallded on OUl' 

shores and whero ho first pitched his tent, are problems in hi~ 
history which the nntiquarian energies of our times have IJith­
erto failed to sol ve; but n long lost nnd recently discoverelI 
old manuscript history in n. musty corner of nn English libra­
ry, and IlOW being accurately copied by an ngent of ane ol' 
0111' historieal soeieties n document \\'fitten by Go\". Brmll;ml, 
and covering the space from lG02 to l().1G, \Vill no doubt salve 
these questions. ' 

The year 1628 is the cnrliest date at whieh !tis name ap­
pears on the nnllals of the past. In that year the settlers of Ply­
mouth made n tax on all the plantations lo support a ea1l1paign 
against one Morton, at Merry :L\fount; and Mr. mnd,stolle, of 
Shawmut, was tnxed12 Shillings. 'fhis \Vns u huge tax lur 
those times, and would imply that he hnd made cOllsidcrahle 
improvements at Shawmut.* Shawmut \Vas the Illdinll namo 
of the peninsula ",here the city of Boston now stands; and 
when Govel'l1or Winthl'Op and his company arrivcd at Clmdcs­
town, in 1G30, they found Blackstone in (!uiet possession of 
Shawmut, opposite the Iocatioll they had ehosen. B1acl,sllJl\e's 
cottage stood near a spring on the south side of the mouth nf 
Charles river, amI he \Vas at that time the ouly person who 
inhabitcd Boston. Here he cultivntcd n garden aud plante«l 
nn orehard and rniscd the first apples in Massachusetts. 

After Gov. \Vinthrop and his little commuuity, IJlId estah­
lishod themselvcs at Charlestown, they illtroducetl a ende o\" 
(~ivil regulations, and Mr. Dlnd,stollc \Vas the first man who 
took thc Frecman's Oath, \Vhieh \Vas done Muy J S, !lia l : 11111. 

• 'rhis Indinn word significtl a spriJl~ of wal.f!r. 

, 



they soon ufter broke the contract by udding Il. condition to 
the civil rights, to which he wOllld not subscribe, viz: that all 
who wouM cl1joy citizensbip lIll/st belong to tltei/' ehureh. He 
was benevolent, intelligellt and independent. Soon after Gov. 
Winthrop's Ul'rivul, a severe siclmess broke out nmong his 
company, whieh \Vas atll'ibutetl to bud waler. Mr. Blackstone 
invited them to come ovel' to Boston, where he had good water, 
(tud did all he cault! to alleviale their sutferings. But thc mell 
with whom he had to deal were strongly tingecl with that civil 
mlllreligious intolerance whkh he ned from England to avoid. 
His new neighbors untlertouk to oust him from his lands, under 
a pretenee tlmt they had a grant from the Entilish King; but 
he wouhl not have his rights laken from him, even by the hand 
that helt! the sceptl'e. In his ll1allly allli il1llependent manneI' 
he answered " The King asscl'teth sovereignty over this New 
England because John and Sebastian Cabot sailed along the 
coast, without evcn landing at allY place; and if the quality 
of sovereignty can suLsist upon the substratum of mere inspec­
tion, surely the quality of property can subsist upon that ofae­
tual occupancy, which is the fuundation of my c1aim." 'l'his 
bold and ingcnious logie puzzled his oppressors not a. HLtle; 
but how fur thcy allowed his claim as original proprietor, it is 
difficult to determinc. It is eertain, however, that his claims 
were to some extent 1'eeognizetl, us nppears fi'om the Boston 
1'eco1'ds, [vol. l, pnge D7.] At a Court holden April!, 1633, 
" It is ngreed that 'William Blackstone shnll have fifty aeres 
set off for him near to his house in Boston, to cnjoy forever." 

• 
This \Vas, at least one lourteenth of the whole peninsula, Il. 

t1'act now worth millions of dollars. This did not settle the 
dilfieulty; the breach betweell his independent spirit and the 
tyranny of his neighbors eontillued to \Viden, and the nest 
year, 1634, they bought him out, and here is the mode in 
which the faet has been preserved. Filt y years after that 
time a dilliculty arose amollg the then inlmbitants of Doston 
about the ownership of eertain lands the right of way, &c., 
aud three nged citizcns were called UPOIl 101' testimony, aud 

., -

• 

• 



10 

have left on rccord un important documcnt which we trnnecribe 
in its original orlhography for the purpose of exhiuiting the 
st yle of those timcs in connectioll with the facts. 

DEJ.>OSITION. 

'The doposition of John Odlin, nged nbout eighty-two yenres j Robert 
'Vnlker, nged nbout scyenty.eight yen res j Frnlleis Hudson, lIgCl\ nbout 
Reventy-six yenres. These deponents being lIneient dwelleTs nm! inllllbitants 
of the town of Doston, in New England, from the first planting nnd settleing 
thereof, nnd continuing so to this duy, do jointJy testily nlll! depose that in or 
about the yenre of our Lord onD thousand six hundred thirty-and-tour, the 
then present inhnbitnnts of snid town of Doston (of whome the IIonournble 
John Winthrop, Esq., Governour of the CoJony \VDS chiefe,) did trente nnd 
ngree with Mr. Willinm D1l1xton for the jlllrehnse of his eablle alll! right 
in nny lnnds Iying within the snid neek of land cnlled Doston, allll for snid 
purchase ngreed thnt every house-hoMer. ShOllld pay ~ix shillillgs, whieh 
wns aecordingly collected, none paying less, some considernbJy more thnn 
six shillings, and the said surne colleeted wns delivered and paid to Mr. 
Bla.'l:ton, to his full eontent and Hatisfaetion, in eQnsideration whereof hee 
sold unto the tllen inhabitants ef said town nnd their heirs nnd nssignes for­
ever his whole right nnd interest in nil nnd every of the lands Iying within 
the snid neck, reserving only unto himselfe nbout six neres of lund on tho 
point commonly called D1nxton's Point, on pnrt whereof his then dwelling 
house stood j. ufter which purehnse the town laid out n pJaee for n trnyning 
field j "hich ever sinee nnd nolV is used for lImt purpose, and for the feed­
ing of cattell j Robert Walker and William Lytherlnnd farthcr testifye thnt 
Mr. B1nxton bought a Btock of Cowes with the money he reccivel! na 
nbovc, nnd rCHloved nnd dwelt nenr where Providenee nolV is, wllere hee 
lived lill the dny of his death. 

Deposed this 10th dny of Jl1ne, lG84, by John Odlin, Robert Walker, 
Francis Hudson, nnd Willinm Lytherlnnd, nccording to their respcctive tes­
timonye. 

Before us, S. BRADSTREET, Goverllour. 
SAM. SEW ALL, Jlssis'/. 

Before tracing this pilgrim pioneer of liuerty furthcr, we will 
cndeavor to learn something of the lengtll of time he lived at 
Shawmut, before starting tor what he might then eaU the" Far 
West;" and as the lights upon this point afIurd but u faint 
glimmer, we must piell: our way with same degree of caution. 
All that tllO rccords infbrm us on this point is, tlmt he sold his 

" His house slood nenr the spot where Crngie's llriclge now joiull Doslon, 
This " trayning field " waij the orig in of Hoston COlumon. 
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lanus in 1G34 and storted with his stock of "cowes"· in the 
spring of 1635. Leehrord, an English traveler, who visited 
Ameriea in 1637, and published his writings at Lonuon in 
1641, thus spea];:s of him: "One Master Blaxton, a min­
ister, \Vent from Boston, having liveu there nille or ten yeares, 
he lives neere Master Williams." l"llacillg the faet of his Icav­
ing Boston in the spring of 1635 by the side of Lcchrord's 
statement, an opproximation to the time of his settling at Shaw­
mut may be fåirly made. Go\·ernor Hopl,ins, in his" History 
of Proviuenee," puhlished in the Provitlenee Gazette, 1765, 
only ninety years afler Blackstone's death, says thot Black­
stoue hau heen at Boston" sa lang," (when the Massachusetts 
colon y came in 1630,) "as to have raisecl apple trees and 
plouted an oreharu." 'l'hns we have an amount of eoneurrent 
testirnony su(Jieient to establish beyond a doubt, the faet, thot 
Blad,stone, whenever or where\'er he might ha\'e first lund cd 
on aur shores, pitched his tent at Slm\vmut, (Boi.'ton,) at an 
eUl·ly period, as carly certainly as 1G2~ or l6!.l6. Ha\'ing 
tllllS disposcd of his lands in Boston, and fimling the bigotry 
and intolerance of his new ncighbors avcrse to tlmt lj·eedom of 
spirit and liberty of conscience \"hieh he fled from England to 
cnjoy, he tims mhlressedthelll in a speeeh which trndition has 
preserved anti handed down to us: " I eUlue li·om England 
because I dill not like the Lord-Bishops, bUL I cannot join with 
you because I will not hp. under the Lortl-Brethren." 'Vith 
this explanatioll of his motives, he again bado adicu to the 
abodcs of eivilizatioll, antl pellctrated once more the gloomy 
forest, in selIrch of an asylum; prcferring the untutored l"ude­
ness or the sllvage to the ci\·i1i;r.ed higotry and intolerance of 
the jI/"I!/csscd Christian. The place he now selcctcd, and which 
aller lort y years residenee pru\"ed to he his last rctreat, \VlIS in 
the present town of Cumbcrlallll, on the banks of the river 

~ IIe sollI the whole peninsnlo of Boston for J.:30-:::133,20. Ilis" stock 
of cowes" wus two hdrers IllIIl Il. hIllI, for whil'll he paitl J.:12-ej3,2~, and 
hul! J.:IS-87!1,m lett to start with tur the" Pur 'Vest." Importc!l cll.ttlc 
were co~tly nL thullimc, bilL IIntivc Btock Boon bccalllc plcntifnl un!l chcuper • 

, 
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that perpctuntes his name, o. few rods ea,qt of the ~ri(fge thllt 
joins the villl'ge of Lonsdale. Here he reared a cottage and 
called it " Study HaU." It stood six rods east of a lmoll or 
hilloek whieh appears to be of alluvial oarth, and whieh rose 
abruptly from the roeadow like a pyramid, on the very brink 
of the river, to the height of about seventy feet. On the top 
of this hill was an area of several rods of le\'el surfuee, and 
from its being his hworite plaee of retirement and study, he 
called it " Study Hill." 'fhe Indian name of the plaee was 
Wawcpoollscag. 'fhis eompollnd Indian term, is supposed 
to mean the plaee wherc birds ure ensnared or taken, from 
wawe, the name of a speeies of goose, and lJoollscag, Il term 
for nels and snares. The land about the hill is divided 
into three tables, elevated one abovc the otber, whieh are 
evidently water formations. His cottage stood on the first, 
and his well was 0:1. the seeond table. His garden was on the 
north and north-east of bis house, and bis orehard was on the 
south. Here he planted the first trees, and raised the first ap­
ples in Rhode Island: hero be cultivated his garden and 
lived many years in entiw seeIllsion from the world, with nOlle 
to disturb his lonely retreat. He commenced Ii\'ing. here one 
year berore Roger \Villiams went to Providenee ; thererore, 
Cumberland may by claim to having the first white settler in 
Rhode Island. Mr. nIackstone llscd frequclltly to go to 
Proviuence to preach the gospel, omI to gratiry his young 
hearers, gave them thc first apples they c"cr saw. 'VhCl1 
he \Vas old and unablc to travel on fclOt, Hnd not kiving any 
1lO1'se, hc uscd to ride on a bull, whieh Ite had tamed llnd tu­
tored to that use. 'rraditioll says it \Vas a u'hilc bull, thougli 
Blackstonc himsclf probr,bly bore no resemblance to tllC "lab' 
Europa" in ancient Mythology, who was snill to have been 
l,idnupped by Il. similar animal. In the year 1830, tll1'ec trees 
werc standing on the site of his ancient orchnrd, and two of 
thcm bore npples, Lut they havc now cntirnly t1isappenred, .. 

• 

they werc ovidcntly very aged tre es. 'l'here are IlOW two 
trecs stanuing near his uncienL dwclling, olle is mtller an obso. 
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lete species of the llyrlls commllnilt, which mensures' thirtccn 
feet in circumference, and bears pears this year; and tbe otber 
has been honored with the appellation of "Catholic Oak,"· 
which, from their nppenrance, if'thcl'e is any tbing in the science 
'of" T'rcc-o[ogy," must have been cotemporal'Y whh Blackstone. 

He differed in many of his opiuions with his neighbor Roger 
Williams at the village of Providence, yet .nl ways lived on the 
most friendly terms Wilh him as he did Wilh all olhers. As he 
occasionally visited Pl'ovidenee by ilwilalion to preach for his 
friend Williams, his approach was hllile.l wilh about as much 
eclat as a modem village church would welcome the arrivnl of 
an archbishop. True, he coult! not have dreamed of the magic 
road and necromantic spirit-wires tlmt now run through his 
fa\'orile hill; but wc can casily illlugine the starting of his 
tmins for Proviuencc to preaeh imrro\'elllent to his younger 
neighbors. He had no cars; bul ",ilh a home-made grass bog, 
filled Wilh app!cs, for his \'alise himself performing the part of 
engineer, U l'al\C III li Il , cOl1l1uclor anu plIssenger, he would lear­
lessly stcp on board ul' hi,; own Bull-gille ",hose bdlowing 
whislle eUecl ually "clem'cd the track;" allli his cntil'e pre­
pomlcrance in the \\'hole sto cl. of the corporation, Illust have 
rentlered all his ticl,cts " li'ee passes." Allhough wild beasts 
and Inuialls werc his Swilch-tcnclcl's, yet he had no smash­
ups or colli;:iolls witI! other mell'" principle~, uut was indepcnd­
ent in the cl~ioYll1ent nI' lIis o\\"u, aud li'ec to speak tllem toa 
wllellevc!' un ul/t:ui:nrlillg opprJl'tunilY oCl!lIl'red; lIIhl his ap­
plcs \Verc not the ,. apples at' di:;eonl," ilO!' slIch a:c: E\'e had 
tampe\,c(] Wilh wholl sllC got wakcrl lIut of Ellcll, but worc 
such UH grew 011 Ille trees or allIL'lIdmeul and l'cconciliation. 

* A fuw years sinee, HPI', .T. C. Hi~h:l101J(1 heltl 1\ r~li~illll~ lll!'cting unller 
thia venerahle lree unt! chl'islclled it in its ohl al~e by its 1'1'e~cnt nanll1; :Ulll 

ho has stooIl Rponser tor it c\'cr sinee [lnt! has hrld many interesting [lur} 
prolitublo religious mel'tings thert·, ~o Ihat so lill' us IIIi1ily i~ conccrnet!, tho 
ugct! Ollk hilS nctuully becn "bom ugain" lind tlesel'l't~11 lo he christcl1eli. 
'Ve lI'ollhl Illlt it' we cou!tl, fIIHI cOllhl Hut it' wc 1I'1luld, llillliui~h oue iot:1 
of lill'. Riell1l1ollll's patcrnity of thid I'l'ucrablc il Catholic Oak " il is Ihirlv 
his thullu.cr. -

, 

, 
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He and his locomotive prescntecl the nppcarance of what n 
modern naturalist might caU n Sctilcrous Scxtopouc !* 

But thesa appearanees and praetiees were not intentional 
oc.l.dities -they grew out of his eonditioll in the secluded life he 
had chosen to lend. He was of toa lollyamold of mine1 dnd 
toa well stoekecl with mental eulture to deseenel to nnything 
for the mere sake of appearunce; ami although he hnd sur­
rOllnded his orehards and gardens with a sort of park nnd was 
" monareh of all he surveyed," yet this was not to ape the 110-

bility of England whose pride he despised, but was for his 
meditative wallis in his hours of relaxation, in whieh he plnn­
ed and studied tho highest good of his race. While he was 
a religionist in the best sense of that term, the twa prominent 
planks in his platform were religious and politieal 'l'OLERA'l'ION, 

• 

and that true generosity that constitutes NATURE'S NOIILEl\IEN. 

He did not, like too many of the puritan pilgrims, import with 
him that intolerance whieh he fled from England to avoid. 
And it is not a little remarkable tlmt the very IIrst plaee in 
whieh his nume oeeurs in any lmown anuals of this country, is 
in a tax-reeord by whieh he was tuxed 12 shillillgs jn lG28 for 
a mililllry eampaign to expel 1'homas Mortont und a few asso­
ciates because th"y ehose to difler from thcir neighbors 0'1 a 
malter which lay solely hetween the individual and his God. 
Mr. Blackstone paid the tux as a quiet citizen, but raid it un­
der a protest, keeping his own hands clean fi'om the intoler­
ancc that demandcu it. Bis worus have not dcseended to us, 
but his wholc lilc und eonduet shows what they would be, 

It A bristly six.legged animal. 

t Thomas Mortan came over in Hl22 •• He scu.lcl! nenr 'Veymouth. Af­
ter grer,t trouble and losses from those of a difierent religion, he was bnn­
ished 'Jut of the country, nnd had his property scquestere'], but 60011 after 
returned. lIe died in York, i\!e., lIi-lG. Il' it he prctendeu tlmt JlIorloll had 
no religio1l, wc say, "judge not." He profcsscd to have. J)rakc's Book oj 
the llldiun.,. 

l\Iorton's voluma calleu "NEW CANAA:>i" has been very servicoble to sue-
cecding gencmtions. It was Jluhlishcd nt Amsterdnm in 11337. s. c:. Ill, 

• 

• 
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could we now re ad them,. they \Vould be like this: "GE'n­
tlemen, if your consciences say that YOlt want t welve shillings 
of my money to bind Ol' fetter another man's conscience in re­
ligious Ol' civil matters, tuke it, but do not involve my con­
seience in your foolish, unmallly and unchristian dispiltes." 

How Blacl,stonc performed the labor of building his cottage 
at Boston or at Cumberland; how he took care of his "stoek 
of cowes," (for he appears to have deyotcd much of his time 
to study,) whether he kept Rervants, or whether he performed 
all his labor wilh his OWIl hands, thll anllals of the times have 
not revealed to us. 'l'rallitioll, however, alfords us same light 
upon this point. 'Ve may perlmps rl/n upon the solution of 
this question through the word "rull." '1'0 this short word 
Dr. \Vebster has givcn us no less th~n llinety-eight definitions; 
and in the carly settlements of Ameriea, it \Vas very generally 
used to denole Il small strcam or broo];:. A liule south of 
Blacl,stone's homestead, and ne ar the village of Valley Falls, 
there is a brook whiell empties il~to the Blacl,stone river, eaH­
cu "Abbolt's l1.ull." It has borne this name e\'er sinee the 
aays of BlackstOIle ; and the ullllisputed tradition in the fam­
ilies who have oeellpied thi" tcrritory thl'ough the lang inter­
vening period is, that Dlackstone had u faithful servant by the 
name of " Abbott," who lived \Vith him many yC:lrs, and to 
whom, as a reward, he gave lamls bounded upon this brook, 
whieh, like the beautiflil rivcr to ",hieh it is tributary, has 
transmitted his name, \Vith the 11ame of his fdend and beile· 
faetor, to sueeeeding generations, and fill'ms the stnp)c to the 
unbroken ehain of eirclIll1stanlial cyidence whieh proves be· 
yond Il reasonablc doubt that Blaekstone, though eceentrie and 
independent in his nature, \Vas not so misunthl'Opie as to have 
livcd entirely alone. '1''\venty-folll' yoars after he settled at 
Cumberland, he was married, us appears by the rullowing ex­
truet from the Boston rccOl'ds: "MI'. \Villiam DIaekstanc, 
was marricd to Sal'Uh Stephellson, widow, the '1th of J uly, 
1659, by John Endieott, Govcrnor." 'l'his ",idow had a son 
John Stephenson, then !ourtccn yoars old, anu he came with 

• 
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his mother to Study Hull, and lived with Ml'. Dluckstonc lill 
both of his parents wcre deml. He was Idnd and dutiful to llis 
mother and fnther-in-Iuw during their lIeclining yetlrs.. and on 
their dcath, the court of Plymouth, for his Idndncss Rnd filial 
comluct, ordcrcd n port ion of Blackstollc'S land to be given 
to him as n reward; and on this pol'tion he lived in solilude 
till his death, September 16, 109G. By this marringc, Ml'. 
Blacl,stone had ane child John Dlaekstolle bnt the time of 
his birth is ullkuown, as the dute 011 the Ueh01)0th records is 
illegible. 

At the date of Blackstone's <leath, the limits of the present 
towns of Attleborough amI Cumberland, united, containcu but 
160 inhabitants. 

He was remarkable for his 10\'e of chi!tlre\'i ; anu although 
amply competent to teuch the most intelligent among lhose 
bands of pilgrim brethrcn like" anc huving authority," yet he 
always manilested the docililY of a little child; and was kiml 
and benevalent in bread ~o the neelly, and in rieh cOllnscl and 
instruction to all with whom he came in '/lIlSliUgltt cOlltacl. He 
did not shun man because he hated him, but chose scclusion 
becaus.e he loved solitude better than to mingle in the foulish 
dogmas and contentions of men, although abllndantly able to 
cape with the wisest of them in learning or argument. 

He took up these lands on the pl'inciple of squatter-ship, or 
because there were none to \Vant them; and a few years be­
fare his death, whcn others began to settle amund him, the 
court of Plymouth out of respect to bis eharactcr and to his 
example in improvcments and cultivation, sent him an invita­
tion to stake out all the land he desil'e'd to eaU his own without 
r~gard to limit he did 50, and pointell aU' twa hundred acres 
being all he dcsired, and the court confirmed it to him by an 
act oflaw. He was over 80 years old at the time of his doath, 
but his precise nge cannot now be ascertained, unless the forth 
coming manuscript history of Gov. BrudforJ sllUll disclose it. 

Blaekstone had some annual trade with his Indian Iloigh­
hors. He lot them have fruit and othcr rarities from his gar-

• 
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dens nnd rccciveu whnt furs he needed for his own use, but be­
yond this there were no marl,ets; and he sought no fortunc 
beyond the annual supplies of his frugal wants. With his 
Indian neighbors he ever ,Hvcd on the most fdendly terms, and 
they held him and his noOICS in mysterious veneration ; and 
he was singularly happy in his death, as it occurrcr.! before the 
dircful results of King Philip's treachery were known, so that 
the sun of his long amI peculiar life \Veut down in peace into 
this humble grave. 

As a speeimC'n of thc langunge of a race of men with whom 
Blac1,stone had to denl, and Wilh whom he spent a long life on 
the most amicable terms, we present a copy of the Lord's 
!)rnyer in the dialect of the \Vampanoags over whom the 
great l\fassasoit alias the "benign Osamequin" reigned for a 
half century of Uincl,stone's lill1, and never brolw Il trent y or 
forfeitet! his word; and happy would it have be en fur aur eol­
onial fore-falhers if the snme could be sait! or Philip bis son 
and treachcl'Ous sueecssor. \Y c seleet this spccimen from thc 
labors ofElliot, the great Int!ian Apostle. 

, 

NOI)-shnn kcs-uk-qut, qut-tinn-nt-nm-unch koo-~-c-su-onk, kuk-ket-ns­
soo-tnm-oonk pcy-nu'JI1l')o-utch, kut-tc-nnn-tnm-oo-onk nc nlli, nc-yo.-nc kc­
suk-qut kllh oh-kil·it. As-sa-mn-j-in-nc-nn ko.kll·kc,slIk-o-dn·e nut.:l5-C­
suk-ok-kc pc.tuk-Ilun-ncg. Knh nh·ql1o-nn-tnm.n-i-in-llc-nn num-mntch c-sc 
ong-nn-on.nsh, IIc-wlltch-e IIC-IIIl-Wlln wonk nnt-nh-quo-nn-tum-an-o-un-non­
og uish.noh pnsul. lIoo-nu'l1Ioll.tuk-l)uoh.who.nnn, knh nh'lue Bug-kom-po.­
gin.ne-nn en I\utch.c-het-tu-ollg".a-nit, I)ut poh-qua-wus.ain-nc-an wutcb 
matcb-i-tut. EI/iol's Illdillli Biblr, LIllie XI,2, 4. 

Ulackstone's mind \Vns anc of eCl:entricity and boldncss, ano. 
desirolls of cnjoying illllepclllience. His speeell on leaving 
Doston, bcfurc quoted, gives liS his c1mracter in bold rclier. It 
docs nol show him to have been mOl'ose and misanthropic, but 
singuJar ano. independent. \Yilh Dyron, he lover.! not man the 
less, but nature and nature's end, and the free enjoymellt of 
his gifts, the more. He resillcd in Ncw England about fifty 
years, during whieh he saw the eolonists sprcUlling the em­
Llems of civilization in every part of what, when he first be­
lIc\d it, was anc Ullbroken wilderncss. From Ull inventory 

3 
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laken two dnys after his denth. it aprenrs that ho had in his 
"Study Hall" one himdred nnd eighty.five volumes, from folios 
to "paper books" a very rcspcctuble librury for lhose times. 
nnd for a private gentleman in the wilds of Amerien. He de­
voted mueh of his timo to study anll eontemplution. It is 
hardly to bo presumed that a mun so devotcd to study and re­
tirement as Blackstone, and possossing a mind of that inde­
pondent. original, and eontemplutivo enst, eould have sllflbred 
its energies to run to waste through tho period of a long lifc, 
without having direeted them to any speeifie objeet; and tho 
"ten paper books" spoken of in tho invcnlory, were most pro­
bubly manuseript journals of his wanderings. and "golden 
opinions," purehnsccl by "palient thougllt" on " Study Hill ;" 
and hnd not the toreh of the treueherous Pomctae()lJl's emissa­
ries eonsigued his lueubrations to tho Hames, wo might havo 
lmown more of tho life of this sillgulal' and worlhy lJlan, of 
whom there now remains but liltle more than suffieiellt to 
awaken and exeite our euriosity. His charaetor, so fur us de· 
vclopcd to us. is Dno of peculiar inlerest, nnd worlhy of imita­
tion. Ho was onc of tho few whose spirits ure centuries in 
ndvance orthe age in whieh they ure sent, as though by mis­
take, to tal;:o up their nbode on eorth. Dom at a period when 
religion forrned the whole business, inslend of the mere pas­
time oflife, nnu finding the freedom of conseienee sa neees­
sury to the enjoyment orthat religion whose nutive air is libcrty, 
trammelied by the shaekles of ignofUnec and bigotry. he left 
the home of his fathers, the friends of his youlh, und the scenes 
of bis boyish sports, and sought an asylum on the stem and 
roek·bound shores of New Eugland. Here he found, Wilh the· 
untutored snvage, under the inlluence of the benign Osamc,!uill, 
that right whieh the polished Christian hnd dcniel! him­
Cl freedom to worship God." And whcn this fhr off l'etrcat 
was invaded by men stem and intolerant, nnd inheriting mueh 
of the bigotry of the motbel' country, " he uttered no eompluint. 
he provoked no quarrels;" but ,)uielly sold his lands, and 
ngain retircd from the face of civilizatbn, and ngain toolt up 

- • 



, 

19 

his nbodo in tho wilderness; and lucldly for tho pence of this 
pilgrim f..'lther of Boston nml Cumberlan<l, tho tide of civiliza­
tion, which cxcitecl the ire of tho hitherto peaceable reel man 
of the forc~t, had not quite reached him at tho period of his 
<leath, which happened but a fcw weeks befare his cottage 
\Vas given to the flames, and his fair and culLivated oomain 
rendered n scene of elesolation. "Wero his spirit now permit­
ted to rcvisit the scenes of his former exile, how great the 
change ho would witness! Almost in vnin would ho sea1'ch 
fi)r the spat where ho once inhabited. "'Vhere stood his 101le­
ly cottoge on the willl peninsula of Shnwmut, (exclaims the 
oloquent Bliss) he would now behold, rising from out the 
wave, 

I As from the stroke of the enchnnted wnnd,' 

and tceming with an active and intclligent population, the 
bcuutiful city of Boston. 'Yhere then he behelc.l the wigwam 
of the savage, he woulc.l now see the hall oflegislation ano the 
temple of learning. Whcre grew his young and thrilly 01'­
charu, \Vhere bloomed the rose in his garden, now arise man­
sions of clegnnce and gralllieur, 

IOn Blvcllillg COlUIll1l9 hCI1\'cd,-thc ptide of I1rt,' 

And pcrhnps the very spot where ho shcltcrcd his eaule may 
bo the sito of the' '1're1110nt or of Faneuil Hull. The Bay: whose 
bosom felt nought but the light canoo of the Indiun, he would 
now behold stUlhlr.d with the sail of every nation, and whiten­
ed with the cnm'as of n. prospcrous commerce. The shores 
where the yonng Inuiun gnthcred his shells, he wouM now sec 

, linet! with 'wharvcs, laden with the produet amI luxuries of 
cvery clime." 

No\' is WawclJoollscag hal'dly less c1Hlngcd. Study Hill has 
beell all110st dCll10lished by the raill'oad pussing through it, and 
but liule f.Jxcept the bcautil'ul rivel' thnt rolls at hs base, re­
muins of its original features, It is true that ho might point 
out the sile of his onee beuutil'ul orcharu, and nillctccn years 
ago might huve poilltcd out, on the south side of the hill, the 

• 
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stump of his favorite tree. He might- now flnd, among the 
bral;:es and shrubs, the well he stoned, and trom which he 
drank the element originaUy intendcd as the drink of man, 
filled up to within a foot of its tap to prevent accidents to cat­
tie: .. he might point to the site of his loncly dwelling, and 
when he glanced at the spat where he ol'llered his ashes to be 
laid, might sigh over the il1gratitude which had denied him n 
stone to record his name; but he would find liule to gmtily 
his taste for solitude and little that reminded him of his lonner 
solitary and peaccful abolle. 'l'he forests have boen leyeled 
away, nnd even his fiworite streum has within the lust fifty 
years, ehanged its channcl some rods nearer the hill. Sllliling 
villages have sprung up at hs side, and the howlings of the 
wild beast und the yeH of the savage have given place to the 
hum of the Valley Falls amI Lonsdale spindles. 

• His wife died in J une, 1613, amI he survivcd her about two 
years,he having died on the 26th of Muy, 1615, and was buried 
on the 25th one hundred and cighty years aga the present 
year, 1855. Muny of the ancient records mention the day of 
the buria), but 110t the day of the deuth of the persons. Snow, 
in his history of Boston, says Mr. Bluckstone <lied Oil the 26th, 
which, if he was buried on the 28th, cannot be får from correct. 
He lies buried in classic ground, two roda west of the site of his 
cottage where two rutle stones mark his grave. 

It is of ten the destiny of ministers and other good men to 
have foolish and profligate sans, amI the son of Blacl.stone 
was an instance corrobrating the truth of this remarl, ; for it 
was a snying of Blackstone thnt Solo mon ",as mistukell whell 
he said we did not know whether our inheritnnce would 
descend UPOIl a wise man or a fool, for he thought he dit! 
know. .But liule is lmown concerning his child nor dacs that 
little interest us, other than as u son of B1ucltstone. He was 

." Mrs. Sarnh Dlaka/ane the wife of Mr. Willinm 11lllxs/on budet! ubout 
tbe mit!t!lo of J une, lG?3." 

"Mr. Willinm Billb/on burietl the 28th of Muy, Hi?5." IlellO/'O/" Ilcrord.v. 
Uerc iK ccrtllinly somo vllricly in the orthography 01' UUlIlell Bil lhuy HtUllll 

ou Ule nncient town rccords, exccl1t the itulicizillg. 8. C. N • 
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aminor when his father dicd, and bad n guardian nppointcd, 
as appears by the Plymouth Colony records. At the tcrllli­
nation of his minority, he asslIUled the managelllent of his 
estate, und lived 011 his paternul inheritancc lill IQ!!:!, SC\'ell­
teell years aCter the death of his futher, whell IHl\'ing ::'1l1an­
dered his estate by his idlc uud profligatc habits, he sold his 
lanus to David \V!Jipple, aud 50011 arter removcd to Prov i­
deuce. Here he labored in thc oecupatioll of a sl!oclllakcr ; 
and it is probablc that here hc lIIarriC'd his wife CutlHlri/lc. as 
110 rocord of his marriugc appC:lI'S cithcr on thc Hl!hubotll or 
Attlcborough rccords, liS was the custOIll of t1IOSC tiUlcs. Hc 
contillucd to residc ill Providence till 1713, wlll'u hl' retllrllcd 
to Attleborough, and, with his ",ifc, was legally waruell out 
of town. For what cause is not statcd, but lllUY bc cOlljectllrcJ.· 

'l'hc Ol/ly dccd of' Study Hill ami nIuekstonc's " l:lir uUlllaiu" 
eve?' given, is tlmt given by his son to David Whil'plc uilil bcars 
dat<l in 16!J2. 'l'his deell is in lhe untiquariall collectiollS of 
the llhode Island Historical Society ut ProvidelIcc. lo'wm 
the above lHuned grnntee, the estate has dC'scclI.\et! by heir­
ship to the prescnt time, and has passcd thl'Ough tbe fi,llowillg 
hands: David \Vbipple \Vas at!vulIced in ycars whcn he 
bought the cstate, but his age is not dc!initcly kllllWII. From 
him it descended to his son Jercmiah WbippIc, Lorn l6~~; 
married a person hy the Batne of Shippy, nnd diet! iu 1720, 
aged 65: from him to hi:; son Jercminb Wbipplc, bUI'IIIGS·l ; 
married Dcborah Bucldin, diet! 17liO, ;lget! 7li ;. li'olll !lim to 
his 5011 Jcrcmiuh Whipplc, horn 1718, (wilc IIalluah Do\\'cn,) 
and dicd J allullry 18, l8UO, ugcd S:.? From the abovc n:llllcu 

Jercmiuh, it deseeuded to his son JcrclIliah \\"hipple, bom 
April 7, 1749, (wile Naucy DL'xtcr,) allli Jicd February 14, 
181!), aged 70: from him to his SOll JCl'l!lIIinh Whil'plc, IJ{lrn 

1802, (wiCe Sarah Smith,) and llicd lS,i:'!, agcd lill; ti'oll! !lim 
this " tilir domuin," as Blackstuuc calbl it, dC$cClldcd 1I1lilll-

• HolV trnnsitory uro nil enrthly things! JlIack~t(lnL ha.! Idl proprrty anu 
wise inslruction to his son, Yl'l ill Il fe\\" yenrl! the ..... ·~i tOWI\ that contnint'cl 
thu ashet! uf tho vCllcrntccl luthur, rejechnl the SUll 11M n pilnJlC'r, Ye" til~t 
youths" oftho prctlcut !luy, Icnm wis!lolll froIU thi~ uneient CXUUll'lc, ~. C·,:< • 

• 
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paired to his only son Jeremiah Whipple, the present owncl', 
now in his minol'ity, and unuer the direetiuns of a gual'llian. 

They eultivate the grounus about the hill, and guard them 
with piolls veneration ff Jr the original proprietol', around whose 
silent and peaeeful resting-plaee there is a small area over 
whieh the plough-share .has never boen pormitted to pass. 

No personal deseription of Mr. Blacl,stone, to my lmowlcdgc, 
is in oxistenee. I have been repeatedly asked questions rela­
tive to that matter, and there appears to be a prevailing incli­
nation to suppose that he was a large robust man; but I know 
of nothing on whieh sueh an opinion can be well founued. 
There is sometimes to be met with, an idea that a man of 
large mental eapacities and true nobleness of soul, must also 
be of large physieal dimensions, slleh as 1N ebster, Dr. Johnson, 
&e., but this is no safe stand-point to judge ti'om. l\Iany of the 
mental stars who have adorned the last three eculurics, like 
Lord Bacon, were physieally, small and fceble men; and even 
Lord John Russell, one of the luminaries of the present age, 
is 50 smaU, and having married a wicIow, that the langllage of 
Seripture is faeetiously applicd to him by calling him the 
" \Vidow's mite." \Vhat his personal appearanee was, is to 
us of but liule eonsequence. But enough of his lIIORAL AND 
INTELLEeTUAL STATURE has deseencled to us, whieh togethel' 
with the faet of his being the first settler of our eolony and 
though then unpcrecived in his influe,nce in giving a right tone 
and direetion to the then incipient future, wc say enough has 
reached us to entitle him to the grat itu de of t he present gener­
ation, and to justify this prospel'ous and rapidly advancing age 
in erecting a monument to perpetuate his mr-mory. It has 
been said of the Greeks and Romans! that half of our learnir.g 
is but their epitaph; and certainly the charactcr and principles 
that are worthy of admiration are most casily tranmitted from 
age to age through monumental and eulogistic channeis. 

Mr. Blackstone's family here has long been cxtinct; but his 
name will not be easily forgotten. It is identified with the 
river which flows past the site of his lonely dwcUing, and. is 
• 

• 
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destined to be cngrnvcd on the most durable recorus of bis 
auopted country. 'l'housands and tens of thousands of the 
sons of libcrty are now passing by raiIl'Oad over this spot onee 
dedieated to li'eedom aud solitude; and alreudy the winged 
travelers are beginning to cmluire, "Where is Study Hill 7" 
" Where is Blaekstone's grave 7" and 'may we not fondly hope 
it will not be long ere thesc questions will be eloquently an­
swered li'om a granite column all the spot thot now enshrines 
the ushas of 'William Blaekstollc. 

" [t is swcct 
To Hnger here, nlllong the tlitting bilds 
And lellping squirrels, wllndering brooks nnd l\'inds 
'flHlt shnlw the leuves, nntI scntter 115 they pns:! 
A frngrnnce from the cedurs thickly set 
With pale blue berries. In these penceful shudes­
Penceful, ullpruned, immellsurably old-
My thought:! go up the long dim p,lfh of yenrs, 
Back to the eurliest duys 01' Liberty." 

8ueh was the elmraeter and prineiples of the Ilc\'. Willinm 
Blaekstone. und sueh wcre the times in whiel! he livcd. Let 
us ehnnge the picturc, and gInnee at aur own timcs, espeeially 
as this is Olll' Nation's natal day. Let us tuke to ourselves lar 
a moment, the swif't wings of inlflgination, aud make a Jlying 
exeursion over this vnst, powerful allli cxpanding republic:­
now eontnining twenty-five millians of inhabitants and eight 
billions of dollars in wealth.* Let us go over the se\'cnteen 
thousand miles of her railroads, anti walt aur thoughts over 
IlCr forty-eight thousaml milcs of tclcgraphic wircs. Let us 
pnss through the grent lakcs, \\'Ilich, within my brief memory, 
were but silent wastes of watcrs, but which are now ploughed 
by a thollsancl kecIs, bearing li'olll slIore to shore the products 
of agriculture, and the wealth of' Illcehanical lahor. Let us 
Hoat down the mighty river, whose watcrs are gathered li'om 
a Jozcn States, eaeh large enough Itlr au empire, and hcars 
to the coast the inlantI COlllmerce of' a territory, that reaches 

·Census of 135C populatioll, !l3,2G3,488. Vuluatioll, $i,W::,i80,\!28 . 
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thr(}ugh. half the tempernte zonc. Let us survcy, in our imng­
inutive ilight, the indnstrial wealLh of the interior, nnd the 
ecmmereial grentness of the Atlantic shores; the vessels whieh 
have no equals in speed and benuty of eOllstruetion; the gre at 
ocean steamships, that bear to every sea the !lng of a eonre\!­
erated union of States, lmown over all the world, and every­
",here respeeted for the power in arts, arms and intelIigenee, 
of ",hieh that starry ilag !loats as the proud reprcs('ntativc. 
Let us walt oursc1ves to the 'V cstern eonfincs of the repllblie, 
and there behold the empire whieh hus sprung up in glittering 
power and magieal rnpidity on the shorcs of the Pncific, 
stand ing there lik'Ol a monument of enterprise on a pedestal of 
industry, faeing the aneient scats of history and tradition, and 
ready to retum that ci\'ilization which, sprillging ti'om the 
oriental regions of old, has spanned the earth, and is preparing 
lo revisit the plaee of its origin. A pl'Ogress which, in the 
nations of antiquity and of the miudle ages, was measured by 
eenturies and years, is now eompllted by weeks and llnys. 
And there is n mission to be flllfillcd, there is a high destiny 

• 

to be necomplished, little dreamed of by those, who though 
only attrncted hy Lhe temptations of gold, are unconsiously 
performing their part. 

'What is our country, tlmt we have tims trnnsiently glanccd 
at? It rnay not he what we woulll ucsirc it to be, as tried by 
the standard of om" ahstraet ethical philosophy; but the 
question returns, wbat is our country, and by what shull we 
compute it? There is sometimes a mode of showillg what a 
tlling is, by showing what it is 1I0t, and perhaps this matle will 
apply to our country. It is not the sunny Soutlt, with the un· 
couth music of her rustling eane, the milllie snow of her cotlon, 
and the glowing robes of her resplendent riec fieIds. It is 
not the expanding W('st, whose millions of the sons of Free· 
dom are alive wiLiJ activity, joyous with prosperity, anu repos· 
ing with high confidenee upon her bosorn. It is not the busy 
East, whose massive hammers, humming spindlcs, and flying 
shuttles are gloriously wcaving the \Veb of" her dcstin)'; and 
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whose flowing canvas is whitening the ocean, nncl wafling to 
the remote corners of the earth. the emblems of ;1er sIdlI, 
genius und enterprise. Nor yet is it the frozen North, whose 
hardy sons, warmed by the stimulus of liberty, prosper and 
grow rieh on timber, rocks and icc. It ja not these. '1'hese, 
even in all their multiplied and nggregated capacities, are but 
the lllembers, the bmthers nnå sisters of n grenter, . higher, 
holicr fiunily aur country, our repuhlic. All this is ours; of 
all this greatness and glory, of all this mngnillccnt present and 
houndlcss future, a pnl't is the possession amI heritnge of every 
AMEHICAN CITIZEN. 

'rhus we hU\'e a summary of the two erns. A befitting 
molto for B1ackslone's day might bm'e been, Stat nomillis 
7Il/lbfll; while our o\\'n stands out in bolll reliel~ E PLlJHIlH1S 

UNu~r. And suell are sOllle or t1JC resl1lts ul' that fi'pcdom and 
indepcllllcnce, to whieh this venerable patriarch lookcd as with 
a prophet's eye, but unlike Simeon cf old, saw only through 
mental vision ; amI while it "'as the tlestiny of his youthful 
associates, Su' Henry Vane, Algernon Sydne.}', nnd olhers or 
those regicitlal days, to become martyrs to their dreams of 
liberty in the old world; it was his happier lot to bid adieu to 
the dctcsted lisurpatiolls of his race, and spend a laug and 
hunorable life in this secludell, sylvan rctreat. It was here 
that he de\'oted his Itours of relaxation li'om agriculLure, to 
classical study, piolls conlemplations, and to the sowing or 
those incipient seeds of political l'HEEDO:\l and religiolls TOL­

ERA'fJON ",hieh huve germinated and me now flourishing 
throughout our land; yes, here in these scholastie gardens of 
fruit and roses, 1l0W ul most returtled to a sInte of llatur(', wero 
concei\'ed the true germ", or that DEA'l'IlLESS 'j'UEE, beneall! 
whose shade sa man)' Illillions now sit ill seemit)' with Ilone 
to clictntc theh' li'eu opinions, and under whose gcnial branches, 
we as a nation, Ita\'c tlllls prospered. 

'ro his lllelllory wc owc nn acculllulated daht of gratitmle ; 
and let us this day comlllence ilS disclmrge, hy the fonnation 
of a Monument Association. Let us, like Snlllucl of old, sct 

• 
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• 



• 

26 

up n Stone, il sort of politieo-religious EbcnczM·· of our exalted 
religious and civil condition, a stono which shall remind us 
and eOlning generatiolls of mell, tnnt the Pbilistines of tyranny 
belong not with us, a stone whieh shnll trnnsmit to future 
ages. the prineiples and resting-plaee of anc of the noblest and 
earliest of aur patriarehal fathers, in the very front of aur 
obseure, colonial history, ·the first white inhabitallt of aur 
now PROSPEROUS, FREE AND GALLAN1'LY "ANCIlORED " STATE, 

pursuing her glorious and honorublc destiny ill contldenee amI 
" HOPE." 

• Sec I Samuel VII 12. This word, in Hcbrcw, sigllifics II slonc . 

• 

, 

• 
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SUnSEQUENrr PROCEEDINGS . 

..... ..... _ ........ "' .................. .,..-

After the foregoillg DisconrsC', the ncxt in the order of proccctlings ,vna 
sin~i:Jg. An cxcellent choir from the ntljoining' villng'e of Lonstlale, m:1l1e 
tho nir litcrary vibrnte with the meludlons inspiratiun 01' ~acrcd and plitriotie 
Bong. 

, 

ODE. 
ALTERED }'nO~1 OliE DV W~l. J. PAnoou:, FOR A:\'IJTlII:r. l'UlIi'OSE. 

, 

From II w elli ngs by the storm)' deer, 
Fl"Om city's lUart and fi)l"est side, 

From sl)[ldowy ... ales that sonly sIcep, 
By Nlll'ragallsett's stol'ietl tide,,-

Up to tbis 'fO,IIn, grcat God! wc come, 
Blest with Tlly rich and bounteous store, 

Beneath Jon brand, mnjcstie dome, 
'l'hy praisc to sing, Thy grace adore! 

For Jc..! \Vhere onee the songe trod, 
And tiereely wild the wnr-whoop rung, 

\Vhcre llar!>l}' o'er the unfurrowetl sod. 
A wilderness its shado\vs flung,-

Ten thousnnd pcneeful ho'mcstc11l1s risc 
O'er all this brolld and fi'uitfulland, 

AmI, pointing to the etcmul skies, 
Thy pillared funes scrcncly stand. 

\ 
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And yet n nobler boon is ours ; 
Our f1.1thor'8 s'ought in SOl'O Jistl'ess, 

l~'rom lunds wherc stern oppressiol1 luwers, 
A refuge in n wilderness. 

'rhey came, they suffcl'ed and they died ; 
Yet planted here n DEATHJ.ESS TRIm, 

Belleath whoSf:\ branches fur and wide, 
Resound the anthorns of the li'cc ! 

THEIRS was the stern but glorious task, 
'ro raise its branehes high in air; 

Yct Europe's millions vninly ask 
Its fruit to taste, its shadc to share ::-

Be OURS the miss ion, God of Love! 
To cause its fmgmnt boughs to spreuu, 

Till towering eve1'Y laml above, 
On eve1'Y heart its dews be shed. 

Aud !lCrc, the FATlIER of that band 
Now rests lorgot tI) present fame! 

His noble lit~, of tirmncss bland, 
Deservcs a STONE to speak his name. 

(treat God! to 'l'hce wc humbly 1001;:, 
For aid Divine from yondcr sIdes, 

'\Vhile here bcneath this aged Oak­
\Ve pledgc, A lIIONUl\IENT SHALL JtISE. 

, 

, 

"The oltl "Clltholic Dnlt," dcdicntcd to universal 'l'olcrClUon by Rc\'. 
J' limes C. R\chmond, of the Episcopnl Church. Sec note to pngc 13. 

A ftcr the singing thcre was a general call for Ilev. J. C. 
UichmOl!d, oi'the Episeopal Church, who took the stand aud 
made Olle of Mil specchcs. 'Ve think it out of the power of 
phol1ography and the limner.'s art combined, to dcscribe hi,~ 
sreceh, or hs electric cflcct upon the audicncc, and s1la11 lIot 

, 

, 
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atlempt even an annlysis of it. He commented with l1icety 
of perception on the facts whieh had been devclopeu, anl 
tlll'l1cll everything to the Lest possible u('count. He was putri­
otle· grave humorons solcmn fucetious, unll in all, emi­
nent1y clm]lIent; alill his foipcech \Vas lludibly and visibly 
apprccinted by the entire andience he added grcutly to the 
illlCl"cst of the oecasion. 

- ..-~- - - • --.--" -,- •• - •• "JvV' • - ... ~-- ___ o 
._~~-~- -~ ... -._.- .. ~- --~--~ 

'l'he next business was the iimnatior. of an Aflsociatioll. 
'l'his was resolvedllpon, and tl colle of very simple rcgululiolls, 
aller some discussiol1, were adopted as follows: 

nLACKSTONE l\10NUMENT ASSOCIATION. 

c O N S 'r I 'l' U T ION _ 
, 

TlITS ASSOCIATION WAS OUIGINATED A"D FOmlED AT THE GRAVE Ol; 

REV. WILLIAM BLACI,STO"E, ON JUL\" '1, A. D. 1855. 

The ODJEOT of this Association is to enelosc and beautify the spot 
which contains the ashes of Blackstone ; anu to ercct a resJlectuble 
Stone which sllUIl serve to coming gcnerntions as n memento of the 
Iife, character allll final resting place of the illustrious ti:st white in­
habitaIIt of Doston and Rhode Island. 

The regulations of Ihis Associ~tion, ure dcsigncd te be c!l:tremdy 
I'luin and simple; and are as follows : 

All persons, ",ithout distinetion of age, sex, sect Ol' color, who lea\"e 
theil' names and TEN CE""TS with the 'l'reasurcl", are members of the 
Association. 

OFFICEr.S AND TREnt DUTIES. 

A PRESIDENT, ",hose duty it slmll be to cnlI, by public notic<" nny 
and all general mcetings of the Association wheu nceeed, and to pre­
side at the same; alll} to cull special mcetings at the rcqucst of nny 
tell mem hers. 

A TIlEASUIlER, ",hose dllty it shalI be to reccive all funds int-ont1l'd 
for the foregoing ol~eet, and also the names of ull coutributors with 
the amounts of elleh, alHI k.eeJl due recol"(1 of the same; aud pay such 

• 
<.Imft:; ollly Ul! are tlrawu by oruel' (jf the J hrcctol"s. 
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A SECRETARY, wllose duty it sbnll be to make and kcep rccords of 
all general meeti'.ngs; nnd nlso such records as the Baard of Directors 
may need. 

The President, Trensurer and Secrctary, togcther with two other 
members 'of the Association shall constituto a Board of Directors; 
whose dUly it shall bil to a~opt such meuns as shall appear to theOl 
best calculated lo secure, in honoruhlc wuys, thc ultimate object of 
the Association; but any de}initc 'illSll'uctiolls adopteu by the memo 
bers at any Tegulm' general meeting, must be regardeu us paramount 
lnw by the Direct(\rs. 

The officers shaH hold their offiees sil' months unle~s circumstnnccs 
nbsolutely requires successors ; and mf/Y 110hZ thcm 'illll~fillitcly until 
the Association manifcsts a desire for u ehange; and a majority shall 
dec ide all questions pl'operly before the Association or beforo tho 
Board of Directors the President, whether in general mceting or 
Board of Directors, hm'ing u casting \'ote but no other \'ote; and tho 
Baard may make pl'oowision to fill vaeancics. 

'When the objeet of this Association shal! have been completed, it 
ahaH be the duty of the Directors to cause u hrief history of its oxist· 
enee to be compiled, with the names of al! its otlieers and members 
nppended; and deposit the same in the archives of the Rhode Island 
Historieal Society; nnd to do such other ucts relative to the same as 
they may think best. 

ADDENDA. 
This Association rr.ay bl) thrown into existenee by a \'ote of the nlali· 

cnce en IIIQsse,without regnl'd te netun! membership, aud its lirst onicers 
nlso, may tllUs be choscn ns matter of eonvenicllce; nlll! aftel' thnt, 
to be guided by the f:>regoing eau c of rcgulntiolls. [The flJregoing 
regulations were adopted in nccol'uance with this " addenda."] 

Officers of Blacl,strJue Monument Association, chosen nt a mnss 
mceting holden at the grave of the venerable Blackstone, on July ,lth, 
A, D. 1855 i -Rev. David llenedict hn\'ing aeled us Chairman of snill 
meeting, o.m! Jnmes H. Chase as Secretary. 

PRESIDENT, RBv. DAVlIJ BENEDlCT, D. D., ol' Pawtueket, R.l. 
'rREASURER, HON. IhNJ. FESSENDE:>, of Valley Palls, H.. l. 
SECRETARY, S. C. NE\\'~!AN, ESQ., of Pnwtucket, R. I. 

ASSOCIATE DluEeTous, 
HON. JOHNSON GARDNER, Ol' PAWTUCKET, MASS. 
REV. JAMES C. RICHMOND, OF PI10VIDENC.Il, Ro l. 

• 

• 

DAVID BE~EDlCT, Cltairmall • 
A true copy-Attcst, 

JAMES H, CIIASE, Sccl'ctarg. 
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Whcn the association had becn tllUS bom, there was mani­
rested an eagcrness to become actual membcrs by subscribing 
thei:: names and paying the tell cents. At this poillt an old 
octogcnarian manifcsted [l wish to be hem'd it was granted. 
He wislled that Mr. Newman, ofPawtucket, be permittcd and 
invited to record his name first on the list of actual member­
ship. It was 50 done when Hev. Mr. Hichmond sci~ed the 
hright dime in his fingers, untlltolding it high in air, exclalmcd : 
"In this liule coin behold in glisteuing embryo, the flltUrc mon­
ument a granite volume witll murble illllstrations, which 
shall be rcad hy distant corning generatio!)s oF men \\'lth re­
speet and adll1imtion of their forc-fhthers who met here this 
day to perpctuate the dmmeter and memory of Blad>stone." 

The sign at lires ana dirnes of nem'ly the whole company 
ibllowed; afier whieh, llgreenLJy to refJ.ucst, the Sceretary 
accompanied a portion of the nudicnee over the gwunds once 
owned Ly Dlncl,stone, and polntcd out his gnwe his well.­
the site of his ancient dwclling his ordmrds and gardens, 
and vm'ious other matters relativc to the loeatioll, whiell just 
at that time had cxeit,~d a very decp intercst; and same ver­
bal explanations on the spot, showiug the jndgmcnt and taste 
cxerciscu Ly Blad,stone in his selcctions of location in that 
wi!dcrness age, seemed to place the whole in a new light to 
sueh as had trnnslentlv seen it Imt lleyer st11l1iecl it. -

'fhe seed of the monument hus baen sown, and hegan rap­
idly to germinate. Alreaciy its roots ure tecling thcir way 
into the soils of l'ATIUOTIS:\I '!'OLERA'rlOX A:\D GENl':UOSITY; 

and tOl) well de\'clopcd ~ant1 too confi(lellt of Enceess to he 
pullet! up by the vandal spirit or sdfishness, Ol' whllered by 
the blighting rnys of the sun of scctnriauism. 

l\Iany Ilt1l1drcds or namcs are enrolled as its memLers; and 
it is intcnded thut an agent or the association shall call on the 
inlmbitants of our State lar mcmLers anel dimes, tlmt it Il1::lY 
he cmplmtically the wou\\:. OI-' 'l'IIE ]'l':Ol'IÆ. 

The aeeornpallying engl'Uviug, while it rcpresents something 
of the locality "the Lonsdale bridge the riyer Whipple's 

, , 
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house in the distnnce, &0., is not intended nB n fac-simile oF 
the fu ture monument. It is estimateu that one thousund dol­
lars \Vill real' n respectable grnnite column whh suitable ill­
scriptions; and tbat five bundred dollars \Vill prepare the 
grouml and enclose it in an iron [ellce ",hb a wulk or path 
from the roud, tl1US costing fifteen hundred dollars und rCfluil'­
ing fifteen thousund mcmbers at a dime eucb. The consthu­
tion, while it confilles membersbip to ten cenls, does 110t 

reject donations oflllO)'C. nor prohibit the adoption of any other 
means provided they be "honorable ,vays" fill' its complc­
tion; and in regard to the precise stylc or cost of the monu­
ment, the directors, exercising n sOUlHl d iscl'etioll, wilL be 
gnided by future circumstanccs. But it is now l'egardcd us 
highly probable tbat circumstunces will WUl'I'nnt a contruct in 
due sonson to lay its corner stone on the 4th of J uly. 1856. 
And if so, one of the grcatest gatherings lmown to the New 
England States, will probably then occur. 

And now n word for the socl'etary, llcr sc. This }jule pro­
duction has asingular paternity. He dDes not cluim it to be 
strictly, either an original, a selection or a compilation, lJlll 
perhaps its C01ll1101l1ld is an original! 

It has been proclucecl on the sput' of the moment, fi'om such 
material as happenecl to be at hand, ",hile much of its mattcl' 
lms been bastily urawn from gencralrccollectioll in eurlicr 
invest.igations. To Bliss, of Hehoboth, Duggett, ?f Attle-

i; borollgh, Gov. Hopldns, of Rhode Island, and lImt invcterute 
ulltiquariun S. G. Drake, of Boston, he has nppcalcd fin' 
dates and items, wilhout stopping to credit them in detail, in 
throwing all the facts attainable, into this new form; allll if 
this made should atlract the attentioIl of nntilluarian schol­
Ul's, they will, he trusts, sce at anee the propricty of thc COll\'se 

, he was, under tbe circumstullces, obligcd to adopt. He 
thinks he hears all the people say " LET 'l'UE MONUl\lEN'l' nE 

MADE." 

• 



I 
t , 
i 
I 

~ 
~, 

• 
• 
• 

I 
r 
r, 
I 
• 
r , 
• 
• , 

, 

l\IISCEIJLANl~OUS Al)DENDA. 

AN ACROSTIC.· 

• 

" l came from England because I did not like th(' Lord-Bishops, but 
l cannot join wilh you because I willnot he ullllcr the Lord-Brethren." 

JJlllckslollc on lcm'ing SIw/cmll! for lVlIwepoonseag. 

\Vhen England's BISllars raised Oppression's rod, 
l could not bow, und disobey my God; 
Little woultl life, in bonclage, be to me,-
Let me ulone, said l, or let me flee :-
I left them all, to worship us T pleased­
And here n lodge in 50litude I seizcd. 

More sore surpl'iscd um I, 50 soon to find 
llRETI!RI,~ too, whom I had lcft bchillll, 
LeavtJ fur thnt sallle " Fl'cedoll1 to worship GOlI" 
Arrh'e, nnd bring lheil' dielatorial nod ! 
Xerxes himself, ",ilh all his /)(Igllll powcr 
To erush his race, woultl flee in sucll nn hour. 

o let me flee this dire, ill/olercml gall ' 
Not only leave, but renl' u FI:EE~IA:'I'S HALL. 

• 

.. In this ncrosticnl version of lllnel;stonc's st>ntiments, I hnve IIsctl the 
true orlhography of his nlllnll us fOllllll 011 the eariiest rccords. I hnve sccn 
the originul deet! of the ('stnte ",hieh hi,; son guve to David \Vhipple on 
September 10, lliU2, nnd the si~n!\ttlre is John WC/,llolI. There can be Ila doubt 
nbout the original wuy he spellcll hi$ namc, ulthollgh it Ims long since boen 
1II00lcrnizcd iuto lllackstone ; nna 1 hope tlmt whoo\'cr IlJny have the design-
ing or cpitnphinq ortIlc 1lI01ll1l1lCnl. will 1I0t ovcr-Jook this tilcl. ~. c. :; • 

• • 

, 
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n L A eKS 'r ON E ' SES T A 'r E • 

Cl Invcntory of the lunds, goods nnd chnttcls of 1\1 r. Willium nlnck· 
stone, t:lken Muy 28, 1675, the duy of his flInerul, by Stephen Pnine, 
Commissioner of Rchoboth. 

REAL ESTATE NOT rRIZED. 

• Sixty ueres of land und two shares in mC(ulows in Pl'ovidenee. 
The west pInin, the south neek, nnd lnnd about the house untl or· 

chnri!, nmounting to twa hllni!l'ed nel'es, nnd the mendow enllcd mao!;:· 
stone's meadow, 

LInnARY. 
æ s. 

3 Bibles, nnd 6 English books, in folio,· 2 10 
3 Lntin books in folio, nnd 3 uo. large qllnrto, • 2 Hi 

30 Small qunrtos, • • • • • 2 11 
55 Large nni! small oetnvos, • • • • I:) 5 
22 Duodecimos, • • • • • • l 13 
53 Small do. oi liule value, [probably mllch worn,] O 13 
10 Puper books,t • • • • - • O 5 

d. 
O 
O 
6 
O 
O 

• 
O 
O 

" L ._ 

RemIlinder Personal, - - -
Totnl personni, - -

-
-

15 12 6 
- 40 11 O _. , 

56 3 6" 

j! Thie sixty neres and two shares was within the thcm limits of Pl'ovi· 
dence, and was hought of R'lbert Williams, aud boundcl1 near "the Becontl 
wading-plnce above Pntucket." It wus within the Rhodc Isluml Cololly aJllI 
is recorded in the" Miscellnneous recorl15" in the cityelerk',; omce Ilt Prl)vj· 
dence. It had nothing to uo with what tite Plymouth Court cOllfil'meu to 
Blnckstone, 80 that he left in all nbout two llllllllreu anti sixty ne res. 

t Thesc" paper books," couM they have been eaved frem. the f1nmr.s of 
King Phillip's ",nr, would huve beclI wortll 11101'0 to ilS thnll the whole librury 
beeidcs. Sec page 18 • 



t~X'l'RACTS FRO~I BARLY RBCOlW:::. 

. . ... ",""", ..... -- ............... -

"Junc 1st, 1675. LiCllt. HlInt, Ensign Smith and :\Ir. Daniel 
Smith mo appointed ollll authol'izc,l by the Court lo u,ke somc presl'lIt 
care of tho eiilato of 1\11'. WiI!iam H1ackslollc, dl!t:ca~cll, :111,1 of hi~ 

SOll 1l0W left by him j unt! to sec that at the lIext Court he ,lo jlrupos" a 
IIUII1 to the Comt tI) be his guardian j whieh in case he cIo lIefrlcct, tho 
Court will then sec eause to make choiee of olle for him." U/cl eul. 
RccM·ds. 

Octobcl' 27th, 1675. 1\Ir. Nathaniel Paine und :\Ir. Danicl HllIith 
are uppointeu and upproyed by the Cuurt, to be gUl\l'llian~ unto .1ohn 
Bluckstone, the son of 1\11'. William llIackstone, tIeecaseu." lbid . 

• 

June 10th, 1675. .. Whereas the COllrt is inforl1lctl that one whos!) 
namo is John SteyensoIl, son·;r ·Iaw to ?lIr. William BlackstoIle, latc 
ueceased, was very hclpflll to his ('ather an,l mothel' in their Iifc.tillle, 
without whom they could not huve subsisted us to a good help and 
instrumclIt thcreof, und he is 1l0W lcft in a IowalIll ;ucan conditilln, 
and llC\'CI' was in anr IllcasUl'C l'ccompcnsc,1 ful' il;; good lScrl'icc 
uforesaid, and if, (as it is said at Icust) his fathcl··in.law ~mgagct.! to 
his mother ut his llHll'l'iage with her, that he shoulll be cOlIsk'erc,1 with 
u compctcllcy of Innd out of thc s;\ill Blackstonc's Im"l thcn lil'(,'! Ull, 

whieh lmth nC\'cr yct bccn pCl'fol'l\1cd; u\1(1 furasllluch as the pcr~ollal 
cslale of the sait! William B1acl;stonc i~ 50 smal! an,1 inconsi,lcrable, 
that he the suill Stcphenson cannot be relicl'ed out of it; this CUllrt, 
thcrcforc, in considcl'ation of the jlremiscs, ,lo order an,1 di~p(\sc fifty 
ucrcs of land unto the saill John Stcl'cn$l)n, out of thc iall,ls of the 
snill \Villiam Blacl.:stonc, unt! fil'o acl'Ci' of 111 ca d o\\' , tu be \ahl Ullt 
uuto him hy Ensign Hcnry Smith, anu :\11'. Daniel HlIlith ull,l ~I r. 
Nuthunic! Pninc. uccol'llin cr as thcv shall thillk mcel, so as il HIa v he 

, " , 

• • 

• 
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most commodious to him or as little prejudical to the SCI\(# of Mr. 
William llluckslone as mny be. By order of the Court for the Juris. 
dictioll of New Plymouth. "0 Old Gol. RCCOl·c!S. 

The bounds of the foregoing grant to Stephcnson ure recorded in 
the rccords of the Rehoboth NOl'lh Purehuse, nook 1st. p. 47. Ex· 
trnets nre mnde fol' the gratifieatiol1 of those who mny wish to know 
the situntion of his Innds. 

"I//lp. Fifty neres of uplnnd lying upon Putueket !'iver, most of 
it upon the South Neek, being pmt of thut lund tlmt wus lert for 1\11'. 
'Villium B1nekstone and granted by the Court to John Stephenson : 
bounded to the cnstwurd the lnnd of John Fiteh nnd the ComIllon; 
westerly, Patllcket river, nnd southerly; to the nOl'thward, the land of 
J ohu Blacl,stolle ; it ueing 106 rods Icing." 

The fi\'e nore lot of mendow mentioned in tho grnnt is also reeord. 
cd as lnid out uy the Commissionors. 

1st. Two neres of mendow udjoilling to the lanus Iying in two pieecs; 
onc piece within the former tract of lanu, und tho olher by tho river 
side upon tho southernmost end of it. 

2d. "Three neres of frosh mendow lying ut the nOl'lheust corner of 
tho meudow cOl11monly Imown by the lIumo of Bluckstono's Grent 
Meudow,t from u white ouk tree marked, and 50 through the breadth of 
the meadow to the Run, the Run bounding it to the nOl'thnrds; wost· 
wurd, the mendow of John Dlac.:kstono: eastwuru, the swamp; south. 
ward, the upland." 

There is another truet whieh he probably purchased. "Fifty neres 
of uplanu, more or less, bounded east tho land of Ensign Nieh. Peek 
and Rob. Miller; north, the Innd of Salll. Cnrpenter ; west, u highway 
four rods wide (botween John B1uekstone's land and this lot) ant! a 
liule piece of commOll bud; south, coming neur John Fiteh 'st grave, 
to the ComIlIon. o 

... Most ofthe uwellings ofthe carly scUlcrs werc necessarily simple log 
thatched houses, nnd probabJy Dlacllstone's uwclling in his earlier sojoum 
\Vo.s of this kind; but the turm " seat" ill the official record would seeUl to 
indico.te tbat he hau maue improvCUlcnt in building o.s weU as cultivntion. 

tOften eallcd in the Reeords the" Parson's Meadow." 

t John Fitch wus u volunlecr o.t "Picrcc's light" in the spring of 107G, 
co.ptured by the Indians and tortureu ut "Niue meDs' mlaery" ut "Co.mp 
Swamp" nenr Dlucltstone's homestelld. o 
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'l'hero is to bo ulkon out of Ihis lot 1\ highway 2 rod~ wide noxt to 
Sam. Curpenlol"s land to meet with tho highwny nt the east end of 
salll CtIrpenter's lot. 

, 

Li1tcwise 10 ueros at land, ullowcd to John Stephenson by tho 
ldng's jury, for laml fol' highways, taken out of his land, Iyillg on tho 
southol'ly side of Abbott's Hun, &e. 

Another recort! of land commcnees thus: "Likewi~e twa ne res 
of lund that l tool. up mljoining to my own laml, at lhe southerly end 
of it, whieh l hud in c:,:clmngc with my brother Johlllllaclistotle," &c. , 

To rrratifv the cl1l'ious, the bOl1ndal'ies of John Bluckslone's lands o • 

are ndded, by whieh the Jll'ecise loeation of his fallwr's f:state lllUY bo 
uscortuincd by the following, us laken from the Rehoboth North Pur. 
ehase Rccol'ds, book 1, rage 1r,:.!. 

1/11]1. A huntIreli antI fifty ueres of uplnnd, swamp, und mendow 
ground, more Ol' less, eOl:tailling the West Plaiu (eommonly sa eulled) 
und land mljaennt; hU1ll1l1ed, to tIl(: northll'urd, the luud of lsaue Al. 
len; lo the southwtll'd, the Innd of John Stephcnson; to the west· 
wurd, PlllucliCt; lo the eastw:!l'd, the lauu of John Stephenson, tho 
highway, nnd Ihe untli\'itlcd ItIud; Ihere rllnning through it n country 
highwuy to Pntuclwt* river, folll' ruLls wide. 

Likewise a pal'ecl of fresh mcadol'.' cOllllllonly Imown by tho !lamo 
of Blachslone 's :'.lcadow, Ll:ing eight ueres, boulldeJ lo the eastwarc1, 
the mcndolV of John Slephcll~oll, &c. 

Li!:cll'isc tlrenly neros (laid out lo Juhn Blnck~tone, gruntet.! lo him 
by the hing's jury for away tahen thl'Ough his farIll to I'allllckct 
Ril'cr,) l'UIll1ing 7G J'utl~ N. W. and by \Y. and ·l'.! rods S. W. and by 
S. bOllnded l'ound by the undivided land; this tl'act lying Ile ur tho 
IlCW routl lo Dl:tlhal11. 

Likcwise two tieres which he huu lIron exchange ",ith his brother 
John Stephenson, mljoiuing lo his 01\'11 farm, Oll the westerly side of 
the country highwtlY, Ile:,:t the house j bOllllllctl eastel'ly by tllo high. 
way, wcstel'ly hi~ owu farlIl, ant.! soulherly by ti snlllll rUll of wuler j 
untl in eonsitlerution of it John Swphensoll had tll'O acres of wlmt John 
lllachstone wns lo havo ullowcd Ly the king's jury, fur the lughway 
through his lant.! to l'rO\'iJenee. 

Ol< Tln8 ,~ortl Prllurket wus npplictl by thc Intlians to sc\'crnl placcs where 
there were fu.lls of wuter. l'alu.rct \Va~ tho IllIliullll:llllC of 1'lituouth. 
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FIN A ~ NO'f EIDE N TIT Y O P G H. A VE, & c. 

Where is his wife's gruve? the records BUY she was " buried about 
the midd le of Junc." 'Vhy this uneerluinly uhout the uuy? uiffering 
from ull the others in the Rehoboth "buriul hook?" l think there 
nre other reasens beside this, to suppose she wus earricd to noston und 
buried with her friends the custom of the times would wurmnt it. 

There wus one Alexander, who was dl'ownod in the river no ar tho 
dute of D1uekstone's deuth, who wus b~lriou nour Mr. nluekstone, bUl 
the gruve hus not beon preser\'eu. With regul'u to the 'idcntity of 
D1uekstone's gruvo, we here ollcl' u l'emul'k. "Ilc who cloes not 
abide by the recol'cls is 1/0 antiqua/'Y' " This is o. vel'Y good general 
rule; but has, 01' ought to huve, its exceJltions. In u very bl'ief ne· 
count of D1uckslonc, in the JlIass. Bis/. Collectiolls, it is stated thut 
" He lies burieu on Study Hill, where it is sahl n flat stono murks 
his gruve." A purt of this is known to be Cl'rOl', nnd the "hole mag 
be. No gruve was eyer l\l1own to be on the hill; und any olle who 
hus studied the eurlier eondition of the hill weuld pronounce it u pieeo 
of clf/ficlIlt foolislmess to huvo put one thore. The hiIl wus originally 
sleep und difiicult of aseont, except by ul'lificiul ste ps mude of tho soil. 
Tho whol!} was covored with trces, except u smull urea on tho top, 
which ho hud prepured us un arbol'ial study for summer eonvenionco ; 
o.nd it would huvo been u muoh greuter piece of oddity thun eYOL' 
Bluckstone wus churgeable with, to huve bUl'ied him on tlmt hiIl. 
From the words, " it is lIaid n fiut stone nmrks his grave," it is e'li. 
dent that the writer [Davis] in the Hist. Col\. never saw the spot, und 
writing ut n uistunce, if he hau said "buried at Study Hi\1" in­
steud of 011 it, he would huve bE en suffieiently correet, whieh he 110 

douht intended to be. See 1I1a88. Hist. Co Il. X, 170-3, 2d sCl'ies. 
The lute Judgo Dexter, of Cumberlnnd, who lived nenr tho spot, onee 
slated that within his reeolleetion, the stoning of the eelInr to Black. 
stone's house wus eleurly visiblo; und that the generutions of tho 
Whipple family who huvo owned it ever sineo their progenitor David 
Whipple, (who had a high regard for the Patriarch) hought it in 1692, 
hud eve l' serupulously guw]ed tho gruve by never lotting a plough-

• 

share pass orer it, although they ulways eultivated alI aroum] it; un(1 
such is its eondition at the present timo :' it has becll l'Cgul'lled by its 
owners in cueh sueeessive generation us the kllOll1/t und cllcris!te(l spot 

ul' Bluekstonc's repose. 

I 
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lf thero over WBS any truth in the stntemcnt ubout a "flat Iltone " 
to his gravo, it wus probnbly n pnrullclogram of sInte, horizontnlly 
lnid, as was the euslom ut the old Seckonk budul ground in the 17th 
ceutury, still to be seen in dilapiduted conditions. The uction of tho 
atmosphere deslroys the compound of this slmley slo ne 50 thut it falls 
to pieces, while the qunrtz stones ut the head nnd foot of thG gruve 
still remnin elltire, with the exceptioll of small picc!):) ImockcJ off' for 
mementos by occasionul visitors. When the spat is omcinlly excavated 
for the foundation of the monUlJlent, the remnins of this " flut stone," 
if uny \Vas evel' Ihere, eUII be ensily detectcd. There is no more ra· 
tional doubt ubout the ldmtity of Blacl,stone's gruve, thnn there is of 
'Vashington's ntl\[ount Vernr,m. 

It could !lever have o('cufl'etl to him, who, to u\'oid the uotice of 
men, sought the shndes of solitutle, tlmt future nges would tuke 50 

deep nn interest in him that he should be an objcct of minute I'eseareh 
to the antiqundun; nnd thut every eir-::umstullce conllected with his 
life, which could be rescuet! from the shndes of ob1i\'ioll, should be 
sought out ",ith 50 Illuch nvidity! "'hy is it 50! it is because thoso 
principlcs of CIVIr. nntl nl'LlGlOUS 1'OI.I:UA1'IO;-; those elOrual gcms of 
innnte freedum, \\'hich, amid all the bigotry lind oppression of tI':o 
c,enturics ngo, he l'llOFES:;IW nnd 1'1:.\C'fICED, lire 1I0W stllnuing out in 

bold rolic!', and nre out the C0l11111011 sense of the present age. 

EuuATIJM.-In note to pnge 23, rC:ltl, Ccnsu9 pf 1:3:;0. 

[ Tn conncclion ",ith the nllll~ion to 80101ll0n, on p~lgc !lO, sec Rrdc.~i:I.~rs 
Il-Itl, .'!l. mllcl,~ton()'s Hon practkctl hllt very littleuf the illtlllstry, pm. 
unnce nll~l olher virtucs ul' hi~ lålher, alJt1l1lack~tol\c rUre~i\\\' it.] 
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