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. WEST-CAMBRIDGE, JuLy 5, 1808.
Sir,

In behalf of the mhabltants of West-Cambrxdge, we, the -
subscribers, present you our sincere thanks for the elegant and
appropriate Discourse, delivered before them on the 4th inst. and
Tequest a copy for the press, With sentiments of the highest
“esteem, we are your most humble servants, _

JOHN ADAMS, -
ARTEMAS KENNEDY.
Mz. WiLrLiax NicroLs, jun. :

2 et OO Eeiie

WES®-CAMBRIDGE, JULY 6, 1808.

GENTLEMEN SIRS, ~

Through the medium of your persons I beg leave to express
my high sense of gratitude to the inhabitants of West-Cambridge,
for the honor conferred on me ; and, requesting the exercise of
all the candor and indulgence due to youth and inexperience, I
herewith transmit you a copy of my Discourse for your further
dispesal. With sentiments of the highest consideration and es-
teem, I am, gentlemen, your most obedlent and very humble ser-

. vant,
| WILLIAM NICHOLS, jun.
MEgssrs. JoEN ADAMS AND
ARTEMAS KENNEDY.}
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WERE it possible for man to attain ‘that
perfection of his nature, of which he at times seems
gapable ; were 1t p0551b1e for him entirely to subdue
the effervescence of passion, and to divest his char-
acter of the veil of dissimulation and cunnmg " could
he cease to devise gvil against his neighbor, and te
revel on the fruits of others’ industry ; the necessity
of forms of government would be superseded, and
the ‘various courts of judicature and volumes of
~law would be a superfluous incumbrance on society.
"A political millennium would ensue; the jarring
claims of individuals and nations would no longer be
agitated, and the mutual relations of friend, and
brother would embrace the whole family of an.
‘But the practical operatlon of this system, like the
philosopher’s stone, i# a desideratum, which will
never be discovered. However it may have engross-
ed the minds of visionary theorists, to effectuate its
production the constitution of human nature must
be radically changed, and the lure of fancied ease
and pleasure must cease to charm, .

‘To restrain the evil passions of men within their
~proper bounds, and to secure the'rights of the wéll
disposed part of the community against the depre-
dations of the daring and profligate, established forms
of government are found necessary ; where known
rules of justice point out to the injured a certain
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mode of redress, and hang in terrorem over the ag-
gressors a due punishment for their wrongs. The
. forms of government and the modes of executing
- justice under them have been almost infinitely vari-
ous, from that, which vests the sole power of deter-
mining right and wrong in the capricious and arbi-
trary. will of one individual, down to the simplest
form of ;_(femocracy, where every member of society
~ is a legislator, executor, and judge. Of this varie-
ty, that form, which would seem most conducive to
~ the happiness and prosperity of a people, appears to
be one, wherein the laws emanate from that people,
and are approved by a majority fairly and clearly ex-
pressed by them or their representatives, and whose
dfficers, duly elected, feel their continual amenabili-
ty to the source, whence they spring ; where there
are no stipends bestowed on wretched sycophants,
' .and the'earnings of honest industry are not ametrced
- ¢ to fatten the wolves of plunder on its spoi;ls ;7? and
. where different grades and distinctions of men' are
. not known, which, like the unskillful joining of
discordant sounds in music, will preduce¢ nothing
but confusion. | o
Bat to perfect a system of this nature, andto place
1t in a train of successful experiment, mwst require
~deep penetration, sound reasoning, and studieus ap-
plication ; nor could it be comprehended =ad em.
- braced but by an enlightened and civilized: commu-
nity. In the early ages of the world, when human
| reason was yet in its infancy, and the mind of man
. 'was enveloped in almost impenetrable darkncss, 1t is
nat to be expected, that a form of government so
.complicate should be devised. A monarchy (the
+.most simple form) was the only one, they were capa-
ble of adopting ; -they receivéd it from necessiy—
_not choice, for they, had ne coriception of any other.
!! At first, but little wiser than their kindred inhabi-
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tants of the forest, they mxght wander through a sol-

itary world without any fixed habitation and subject
to no law ; but, to preserve themselves against the
invasions of inferior animals, and similar associations
of their own kind, experience would soon teach
them to unite for . common defence. Should their
temporary leader be so fortunate as to obtain a vic-
tory, or otherwise acquire celebrity, as a grateful
tribute of homage to his prowess, he would' immniedi-
ately be selected for their supreme director in peace
and war. ‘The fitle of king would soon be added to
distinguish him from his subjects; and his favorite
son through an ill-directed sense of gratitude must
be the proper person to inherit his honors. A few
generations having succeeded, the origin of this
power will be esteemed divine ; and tiie more eﬁ’ectn-
ally to guarantee its continuance, as the state increases
1 wealth and populatmn, a numerous host of retain-
ers and pensioners will be created to guard the im-
maculate purity of the throne, and to distribute the
imperial mandates of slavery and death. By these
and similar means have arisen niost of the monar-
chies, oligarchies, and aristocracies of the world.

Virtue mourns their crimes ; and history groans un-

der the load of their enormities. The murmdrs of
disaffection have been silenced beneath the lash of
cruel oppression ; -and rivers of blood have flown to
glut the ravenous jaws of insatiate ambition. The
debased menials of insolent power scarce doubted, .
that their breath was the personal property of their

masters; and #le was esteemed most happy, who
could endure with patient forbearance the wrongs of

" his oppressors, and could wear with indifference-the
badge of his servitude. True, those royal spoilers

would sometimes experience a reverse of fortune?
and with their lives i part atone for the miseries in-

flicted on their fellows; but it was only to give place
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to somne more .daring and . fortunate usurper, and
would tend more ﬁrmly to rivet the chains of the
people.  Such revolutions have been effected with
the most violent convulsions, and written in lecrxble
characters with the blood of the nation. | -

- Before the. clouds of prejudice and error were. dlS-
pelled, and the human mind .had attained . sufficient
strength and firmness to perceive the fallacy of the
royal prerogative, and to attempt.an alleviation of
wretchedness, ages of patient submission to wrong
must have rolled quietly away. - The rod of perse-
«cution must have been inflicted beyond all possibili-
ty of human suffering ; and some bold and intrepid
adventurers, capable, of sustaining the shock of royal
indignation, and of concentrating the force of popu-
lag fury, must have advaaced in front, and cut their
Way to fame. .

- The states of- Greecc mhablted by men of mde-,
pendent and noble feelmo's, afford the first examples
of those glorious.deeds, msplred alone by an invin- -
cible spir it of liberty, and performed but by men,
who are worthy to be called her votaries. But the
efforts of a people, just emerging from the shades of
barbarism, to establish a permanent and perfect sys-
tem of government, must necessarily have proved
ineffectual ;. and the frequent collisions of petty in-
dependent states sitwated in the same neighbourhood
and rivals to each other, must have destroyed the
greater portion of that happiness, which might other-
wise have been derived from those institutions. In
the polished city of Athens, the seat .of the muses
and the cradle of science, were too many fruitful
sources of contention to conduce to general harmo-
ny ¢ and the decisions of law and justice depended
too frequently on popular caprice and favoritism.
"The government being a democracy of the simplest
form, the people only required the smooth address
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. of some popular orator to propel the current of
their feelings in any direction’; and decisions made
in the ardor of passion because too often the sub-
ject of future regret. Justice would now assume
the sternest aspect of rigour; and again sink into
the gentle arms of compassion. But with all these
imperfections, the arts and sciences, the never fail-
ing attendants of Liberty, there found at home ;
genius, that might in the adjacent kingdoms- have
lain buried in the rubbish of ignorance, th«re shone
with conspicuous lustre ; and the characters of their
heroes and martyrs in the cause of freedom were
handed down to excite the emulation of posterity,
while the names of their cotemporary kings and po-
tentates have slept in silence with their ashes. - Sur-
rounded, however, by hostile nations and tern by
intestine convulsions, the Grecian Commonwealths
were doomed to submit. It was in vain. that a
small band of Spartan horces repelled myriads of
Pérsian invaders at the straits of Thermopyle, in
vain they preserved their integrity through a long
course of years, the arts and intrigues of a Philip
were finally destined to prevail ; and the unhallowed
foot of despotism dared to pollute the sacred thres-
hold of Liberty.
Carthage affords another example of the bless-
s pertaining to a free government ; and adds an-
r proof of the instability of human pature. A
mde extended commerce was hers ; and the various
products of the earth were received in her harbors.
But the m‘erccnary views, growing out of com-
mercial habits, soon engendered the seeds of faction
in her councils; the wonted supplies to a victorious
army were 1mprudently refused ; and the storm, late-
ly threatening the total destruction of her rival, was
brought with circumstances of aggravated horror

upon her own head,
B
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In Rothe the regal authority having been tarnish-
~-ed with the commission of every crime, and having
surpassed the utmost bounds of moderation, her citi-
zens, suddenly awakening from their lethargy, bold-
ly assumed their only method of redress, and indig-
nantly hurled the tyrant from his throne. Under
the influence of her republican institutions, for more
than five hundred years the blood of her sons was
never shed by the band of a brother; her citizens
vied with each other in the pursuit of virtue and
honest renown ; and her empire from the banks of
the Tyber extended over the civilized world. The
tree is known by its fruits ; and that state must be
esteemed great, that can boast' of having produced
a Brutus, a Cato, and a Cincinnatus. But in the
vitals of the republic were sown the seeds of its de-
struction. The constant and embittered altereations
- of the Patricians and Plebeians for 2 long time had
threatened to undermine the barriers of the state;
and at length burst.forth with an impetuous torrent,
and buried the empire in its ruins. A sudden in-
flux of luxury had accelerated this event, and serv-
ed to extinguish the faint sparks of former greatness.
- The spirit of Liberty, driven from the capitol,
hovered lightly over the shores of the Adriatic, and,
gently fluttering on the mountains of Switzerland, was
- «-about departing from the world. Man scemed fast
. .verging to his primitive state of ignorance and bar-
. -barism ; and an age of midnight ensued. Litera-
,  ture and taste, that had so long flourished in the
. -genial rays of freedom, were chilled by the rude
| blast of despotism ; and perished in the storm. Ty-
' .ranny, having as yet only dared to throw chains up-
on the body, now assumed a more disgusting con-
trol over the mind ; to think for one’s self was a
crime ; and articles of religious faith, for whose
. correctpess we are alone accountable to the Au.

PSPPI

i
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thor of our Leing, were imposed by frail man on
his fellows, and submission obtained by the con:
vincing arguments of inquisitorial tortures. The
pretended vicegérents of God claimed the homage,
due to Omnipotence; and by the strong arm of
power forced an abject obedience to those, whe pos-
sessed all the vices, and but few of the vmes, al-
lotted to humanity.

In England, the land of our forefathers, the spint
of persecution and intolerance. was no longer sup-
portable ; and a people naturally tenacious of their
privileges thought of making a serious effort to ef-
fect a reform. But the season was inauspicious ;
the rage of fanaticism quelled the genuine senti-
ments of freedom; and the struggle to overthrow
- the regal authoiity terminated in the usurpation eof
Cromwell, and the mere insupportable reign of mili-
tary despotism. Sick of a change from what was
very bad to a condition still more deplorable, the
ancient order of things was restored ; the ideas of
Liberty were scouted as a visionary scheme; and
a Hampden and a Sydney were sacnﬁced on her
altar in vain.

Before these political revoiutions occurred in the
country of our progenitors, a select band of wor-
thies, determining no longer to endure the -whips
and scorns of oppression, and preferring death to
slavery, boldly formed the resolution of seeking
Peace and Liberty in unknown worlds. Brave and
resolute, they quitted forever the land, that gave
them birth; bid au eternal farewel to the circle of
- friends and acquaintances; crossed the boisterous
waves of the Atlantic; and sought an asylum on the
inhospitable shores of America. In the midst of
inclement winter the sards of Plymouth first gave
them a reception. Poverty stared them in the face ;
~¢1ckness and disease thianed their numbers ; hos-
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tile and inhuman nations encircled théir dwellings ;
and a dreary forest howled around them. Still théy
were happy—for they were free. - Peace and friend-
ship with their savage neighbours were assiduously
cultivated ; integrity and justice were piously rever-
ed; and industry and economy were inflexibly ad-
hered to. The forest smiled benéath their labors;

fields, meadows, and orchards spread before them:
~ and cities and téwns were planted in every quarter.

Our nation was indeed founded. Two centuries
have not elapsed, and we behold its rapid growth
and increase. By habits eof petsevérance, obstacles
almost insuperable may be overcome; but of the
same rise of a nation in so short an intefval; without
the extrinsic aid of conquest, history affords no pre-
vious example.. . - - :

While we were yet iz a prematute state, and our-
poverty offered no bate to the sharks of avarice ;: we
were permitted quictly to pursue our occupations.
But the moment our territory became considerably
enlanged, and our state advanced in the acquisition
of wealth and population, we attracted the early at-
tention of the mother countrv. Unrepresented in
her councils, we were required to assist in defraying
the expenses of her government. Our commerce
being aliready confined to her ports, we wefe com-
manded to submit to other taxes and inconveniencies
to compensate her for the trouble of protecting us.
And what protection did she offer? Let the event
answer ; such protection as tygers give to lambs, or
the devouring falcon to the harmless deve. How-
ever, we had not quite prepared to relinquish our
rights ; we had not so recently fled from the arm of
oppression, as to think of submitting without a mut-
mur ; and our people, assisted by the eloquence of a
Hancock and an Adams, made a firm stand in defence
of our Libertics. But a continued system of aggres-
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sion on the part of Britain was not yet to be repelled
by force. lL.very art was tried, calculated to soothe -
her pride, or flatter her vanity; and every thing
was voluntarily consented to be yielded, but an ab-
solute concession of our rights. Beyond these im-
portant barriers we could not conscientiously pass ;.
and there were fized the utmost bounds of ‘modera-
tion and forbearance. . |

In return for this pacific policy what was granted
us 2 A troop of mercenary hirelings was landed on
our shores, and pairolled the streets of our metrop-
olis ; and our citizens, pursuing their customary av-
ocations, were massacred in cool blood. - Fathers,
you, who remember well those scenes, to you I ap-
peal. Say what were your feelings at that eventful
moment; tell (for it ought to be engraven on pillars of
adamant) what were your sensations on the memorable
morn of ke 13th of April 1775; when the pale beams
of the moon gleamed from the burnished armour of
your enemies, silently stealing through zAat street to
perpetrate the crime of murder anew at early @awh.
‘The monument erected on the green turf, that cov-
ers the reliques of those, who fell at Lexitigton, can
. witness ; and the precipitate haste, with which your
enemy returned from their ravages, will'evince the
spirit of our countrymen. The die was then cast ;
war or slavery were our only alternatives; and the
swift assemblage of troops from every quarter soon
manifested our choice. To repel force by force was
our denier resort; and the heights of Bunker exhib-
ited the first efforts of our military prowess.

Although we had fully determined to resist, in con--
sideration of eur nevel situation and in compliance
with the strict rules of decorum, it was incumbent
on us to declare the motives that governed us, and
to publish a manifesto of our intenticns. On the 4th
of July, 1776, the Declaration of Independence forci-
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" bly displayed the reasons, that urged to separation,
' ‘and pronounced to an astonished world, ¢ that we
were, and of right ought to be free.” Our enlighten-
ed statesmen, assembled in convention, gave it the
validity of their names; the people universally hailed
it with exclamations of j joy ; and the God ef armies
smiled on its production. Thlrty two annual sune
have verified the truth of its predictions ; and may
- thrice as many more ever sec us enjoying the same
blessings, as we can boast on this glorious anniver-
. sary of that auspicious day. Ages hence shall be-
hold posterity assembling around the festive board,
and, while innocent mirth sparkles in their eyes, joy-
folly proclaiming, ¢ we have received the inheritance
of our Liberties as a rich legacy from eur fathers,
and we will transmit it untarnished to our children!
- The price of obtaining our Freedom is well worth
its preservation. Through years of toil and peril it
was acquired ; by the best blood of our country was
~ it purchased. We had no common enemy to oppose.
- Lvery tregcherous and insidious art was explored to
reduce us to obedience; spies were dispersed through
- our ranks ; desertion encouraged ; and treason open-
I ly purchased with rewards. By the light of cities
and towns in conflagration we read their barbarities;
Ahe pangs of the aged and infirm, inhumanely butch.
ered in their dwellings, and the shncks of injured in-
nocence attest their crimes. No age, sex, nor con-
dition could escape a brutal soldierly, intent on mur-
der and pillage, and scattering far and wide the pes-
tiferous breath of disease. At ‘once to damn them,
. turn your eyes to the Jersey prison ship—that den
- of infernal horrors ; behold the pale and emaciated
- forms of your' countrymen, clustered in filthy con-
finement, and sinking beneath the weight of their
miseries, hastened into eternity by the infusion of
poisor in their cups As a reproach to our nation,
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their naked bones have ever since lain n sight of the
opulent city of NewYork, exposed to public view;
and bleaching by the rays of an arid sun on the
shores of Long-island. But her patriotic citizens:
" have recently wiped off the stigma ; they have grant-
ed them an honourable interment ; and erecied a
monument to their fame. Would to God, it were
adequate to the important event, it commemorates ;
its base, sinking to hell, should add another pang to
the torments of the inhuman conquerors; and its
summit, reaching the Heavens, should inform the
wretched victims, they have gloriously triumphed. -

Against an enémy of this description we had to
contend. But the spirit and force of our country
prevailed; for they were directed by the wisdom
and valor of a Washington. Alas he is no more !
his dust has mingled with a Warren’s, a Montgom-
ery’s, and a Mercer’s. Weep, my countrymen ;
but revere his character. In early youth instruct
your children in the lessons he taught ; and bid
them emulate his virtues. Calm and unrufiled, as
the smooth surface of the lake, defended from the
tempests rage by surrounding mountains, he braved
- the relentiess fury of his enemies. Fearlessand un-
daunted, no dangers appalled ; no threatning®- dis-
armed ; nor perils made him shridk from his daty.
Always collected, no trivial accident could disturb’
his repose ; ne sooner had he heard of the treason
 of Arnold, than with dignified composure he rectifi-
ed the disorder of the camp. In fine, he was des-
tined by Heaven to be the saviour of his country ;
and his efforts were crowned with victory. In No-
vember, ’82, with trembling hand Great-Britain sign-
ed the acknowledgment of cur Independence ; and
we took no inferior rank among the€ nations of the
earth.

A logg and arduous contest was thus successfully




M AN L P

16

closed. © But a more important field was yet to be
explored. We had overcome in battle ; but we had
yet to reap the fruit of our vict4ries. - An Alexander
or a Charles 12th ¢ould never make a Solon, nor a
Lycyrgus ; and skill in military tactics does not ar-
gue the consummate abilities, necessary for a wise
and judicious legislator. There were no laws suf-
fisiently binding on the whole community ; and each
individual state possessed a ]urlsdxctlon, indepen.-

dent of the control of the nation. ' We were 1n fact

an assemblage of%incongruous materials, connécted
by the shadow of a confederation ; and, like *the
states of Greece, threatened to be the engmes of our
mutual destruction. -

¥or the.purpose - of frammg' a great national com-

pact, which shouid bury- in its bosom all local pre-

judices, and inspire a general confidence, the disin-
terested fathers of Aimerica assembled. The expe-
rience of ages was before them ; and the radical de-
feets in-the forms of other free governments served
as beacons to direet their investigations.  After the
most patient and mature deliberation, the. united
wisdom of their couricils produced our present con-

: stitution. That it-is free from faults is what we shall

115t have the arrogance to presume ; but that it is the
most perfect system of government, the world has
witnessed, I think we may with safety assert. Know-
g RO dtstmctlens and -orders - of men, -1t ocontem-
plates alt-upon the level of equality ; for, happily for
our country, grades of nobility have here never been
recognized. No compensatians are made but for
services actaally performed ; #nd the barriers against
the various doors of corruption gre as firmly fixed,

as the imperfections of ous natare would - permit.—
Feunded on the principles of an equal and exact rep-
resentation, every portion of the Union has its due
weight in her councils ; and our present admirable
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system may perhaps with peculiar propriety be term-
ed a Representative Democracy.

To administer the duties of chief magistrate under
the new constitution, the political saviour of his
country was introduced to the chair. In him the
hearts and affections, of the nation were concentrated ;
and - for eight years he conducted the helm of state.
- without an impatation of blame, or a murmur of dis-
affection. Our political bark has since been com-
mitted to the wisdom, integrity, and prudence of an
Adams, and a Jefferson ;who were #rst to assert our
rights; and will be last to surrender them. Happi-
ly situated by nature at a distance from the storms
and convulsions of the old world, we bave looked on,
a peaceful spectator of the -devastations, that have
covered with blood and carnage the fertile plains. of
Europe. The commerce of every clame has enrich-
ed us with its bounties. No unnecessary taxes have
imposed heavy burthens on the people ; and wrested
from the mouth of labor its support. - . The revolu-
tionary debt has been rapidly dxmmlsh(:é 5 and pubs
lic credit established on a firm- basis, - Indiwduals
have been left to pursue the dictates of their own in-

clinations ; and to enjoy in quiet the preduce of their .

honest mdustry. These are the blest fruits of our
toils ; these the blessings growing under the shadow
of our Republican institutions.

To murmur at a government like this would s sup-
pose something more than human depravity. But
of what perversion is not eur nature capable ! Spirit
or Washington, weep for thy country’s disgrace !
Scarce had thy warning valediction escaped thy lips
—scarce were thing ashes quietly entombed ; when
the arts and #ntriguey of 3 Burr were preparing to
subvert the chubhc ¢ and to erect & military des-
potism on its ruius. God of Heaven, where slept
thy thunders ; when Ju(e: -peaceful waves of the Ohw
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floated on its surface a band of miscreants, intending
.to raise the standard of rebellion on our borders.—
But under the protection of thy divine Providence,
 their vile schemes were crushed in embryo by the
vigilance and energy of government ; and we must
lament in this instance the ineflicacy of our laws, that
permitted a traitor to escape pumshment almost
without a censure.

-By this event we perceive the necessxty of a vigi-
lant attention to pubhc characters.  Human nature
is always the same ; and men of talents, but of no
principle, are too fre quently dazzled by the trap-
pings-and splendor of authonty A man, devoid of
patriotism, will ever be its most zealous advocate.—-
- By servile adulation he will court popularity ; small
‘inconveniences through the magic glass of deception
will appear insupportable burthens ; at his word
brambles should bear figs, and a desert should smile
an eden ; but power being once obtained, all would
~prove falsc and hollow ; and it would be exercised
| 1th hauteur and arbitrary rigor, as it was
. acquired by servility and meanness. The people
| must always guard the freedom and purity of their
€lections ; and endeavor to distinguish the false pat-
riot—the fawning sycophant, from the real friend of
his country. -

An interest of no ordmary moment devolves upon
us. To preserve in purity our liberties is not for
ourselves alone ; we are contending for our children
—for posterity. , Must we relinquish our freedom ?
Let it be then at the last gasp. Voluntarily to con-
sent to be enslaved, for fear that we may be, would
be the height of rashness and folly. Let the fate of
all other republics warn us to avoid the rocks and
quick-sands, on which they were destroyed.

-~ We are naturally a commerciai people ; and luxu-
~ 1y and dissipation, too nearly allied to habits of traf-
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fic and pecuniary speculation, should be early sup-
pressed. They imperceptibly creep into a state, and
prey upon its vitals. Having once gained admit:
tance, they break the spirit of Independence, and
emasculate every manly feeling.

Science and the arts should be liberally chensbed
and information widely diffused. But I wr2lZ not
be understood to mean the informatio .v commwsonly
dlsscmmated Newspaper alterzacaons and inflamma.

tory addresses will creat violent partizans ; but will
never make profound politicians. Political know-
ledge is acquired by general and extensive informa-
tion, aided by calm and dispassionatereasonings frem
first principles. - 'We may truly say, we are a
better informed people, than any other on the globe ;
but much is still to do.. These considerations more
peculiarly claim our attention at thls 1mportant
crisis.

Europe, having long strove to crush the rising
liberties of a nation, attempting to shake off the ma-
nacles of regal power, at length effected their design ;
but it was at the price of their Indepehdence ; and
by forging chains for their own necks. “From the
bloody convulsions of revolutionary struggles they -
raised a Bonaparte. Quiek to conceive, and swift
to execute, every thing must yield to his inordinate
ambition. Conquest attends his victorious ca#y and
a prostrate world are compelled to know him. He
finds no rival, but in England ; and there he meets
-a formidable foe. Supreme mistress of the seas, she
exerts her power for her own aggrandizement; and
supports a declining monarchy by the pillage of the -

globe.
Thus situated, it was not to be expected, we
should long pass unnoticed.  To preserve our

- peace, repeated violations of our rights were patient-
ly borne ; but it was only to invite more flagrant
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- aggressions anid more ddring insults. At length,
having exhausted the arts of modest encroachment,
by the help of blockading decrees and orders of
council they deteymined at ence to sweep us from
the ocean.
- In this dilemma, our government thought it. pm
) dent to retain our seamen and property at home.
- Those unaccustomed restrictions on commerce must
. negessarily prove vexatious ; but, being the meas-
- ures of authority, they must be obeyed.  Perbaps
they originated in an error of the head ; but we can-
notimpute them to a defect of the heart. That our
President, who'has recently réfused the almost unan-
imous wishies of his fidtion, should intentionally
?lu ck the laurels from his brow, acquired through a
jife of devotion to his country, would suppose a dis-
.posmon and mcligation, that war with every princi-
~ ple of our nature.. But those measures may still have
 been wrong; and the periodical elcctlon 1s fast ap-
. proaching, .when we shall. have it in our power to
place otherdyit the helm, who may possibly hitupon
~amore happyexpedients. However, at present those
Fpasurgs should be conscientiously observed by
cach individual; to encroach upon authority, and to
Rrample dn its laws, will inevitably terminate in ruin,
- Publications, tending to expose our vulnerable points
~ to foreign nations, should also be sedulously avoid-
ed; they may produce effects, of which the unwary
- writer is unconscious, and would shudder to believe.
l At least, that appearances are ominous of evil, and
| that dangers thicken around us,are acknowledged by
| all, Friends, and Fellow Citizens, on this day let
- us then unite ; let us bury the most faint idea of lo-
cal prejudice and distinction ; and consecrate our-
sclves to our country. Let the magic power ofparty
epithefs and distinctive appellations be entirely lost
in.the broad name of American. We have only to
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shew the nowers of Europe, that we have not 80 soon
degenerated from the worth of our ancestors; let us
only evince, that we do not fear their menaces; and
: our rights will-be respected. Do they calculate up-
- on our divisions? Let them once seriously attack us
in open and undisguised warfare ; and we will 'scon
convince them,-that we are still a great nation, one
and indivisable. |
Are you prepared to surrender your liberties ?
No; 1 read a solemn veto in your countenances.
The hoary headed patriot would reprove your de-
generacy ; the sweet partners of your lives would
spurn you from their arms; and unborn ages heap
curses on your heads. Whether the vile sons of ra.
pinc now pillaging the unfortunate Portuguese, or
those just -enriched with the spoils of Copenhagen,
should land on our shores, we will not remain quiet.
ly in our homes. No; we will meet them at the
water’s edge ; and at the point of the bayonet will
decide their pretensions. While one drop of Amer-
rcan blood flows in our veins, we will scorn 10 be

slaves. By the blood of heroes, slain in battle, we

obtained our Freedom ; and we will swear % de

fend 1t op the altar of our God. , p

-7 ’
o



