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AN ORATION

IMPRESSED with a due fenfe of the Lonor once mor,
conferred on me, I fland a fecond time bafore this re Iu&able
audience, to exert my feeble powers in celebrating an event
fraught with confzquznces molt beneficial to the human race
~—an event which fevered my country {rom a Lauglhty parent,
and gave Ler a rank among the nations of the earthi——1 (hould
fink under u tafk which demands the efiorts of a genius fub-
lime as his whoe planned and executed the mighty fcheme of eur.
Independence, were I not cheered with the confcioufnefs that
my errors will meet with candor, and my erertions, however
far below the dignity of my theme, be 1eceived with the al°

iowances always due to youth and inexperience.

In commemorating the birth day of that manly and ratiora].
frecdom, which gives dignity to human®natere, and value to
exillence, it were a tafk worthy of one far abler, than myfelfto
eaquire into the true principles of civil liberty, and to diftinpuith
them from thofe falfe and dedrudive dogmas which have dif-
graced the prefent age, and given 1 fear a fatal and deadiy flab
to the beft rights of nature and humanity. To {eparate Tree,
dom and Licentioufnefs; to draw that nice and almoflt imjercep-
tible line which forms the barrier be:ween no lels than Lapyi-
nefs and mifery ; andto inftill into my feilow freemen a noble
ardour for truth and jltice, 1s to rear the Temple of Liberty on
iis noblaefl, firmeit balis 5 1tis toere@ it on 4 foundation which
{lall withftand the fucck of agesyand triumph over the omni-
potence of time -
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Let it not difcredit my opinions on a political fubjedt, that I
am yougg and inexperieniced ; for the principles I am about
to advance Lave been confecrated by the moft illufiricus and
virtuous of every nation, and of every age.—Neither let me
incur the cenfure of any man, thould my opinions not corref-
pond with thofe he has been acculftomed to cherith—In this
good land, as high asit is happy, and as virtuous as it is great,
every man claims as his unalienable biribright, the libety of
freely {reaking what he freely thinks.

Ths rights of man are of two denominations, as man has a
two foli pature—hs is either a fotitary individual ; or he is a
member of a Corporation.——As an independent individual he
has a right to all he can acquire; asa member of a corporation
he has only a right to what he can acquire without trefpailing
on others.~~In {ociety, therefore, his xighté become relative
and confined, and confcqucﬁtly in queflions that relate to
man in fociety, we are not to engmire what are his abftraét ang
{clitary rights, but what are thofe rights which may be aliowed

him confiftently with thz common advantage. Ourindividual

rights oaght to be confidered as [0 completely fubordinate to
the interefts of the whole, and confequently fo diftind from our
individual intereft, thatour firlt care in forming ourfeives mte
a DPolitical body, mult be the eftablithment of 4 Fower whicl
nojndividual can peflibly refift.—

Natural liberty has been defined, the right of common on a
wafte 3 but civil liberty is the fafe, exclufive enjoyment of a
cultivated encloftire.—The rights then which conflitute our ci-
vil liberty, are the only rights worth maintaining, and tirefe age
properly the rights of the Pecple. The very wcrd people
prefuppofes fociety, and confequently fubordinatien s ad man,
as a part o the people, has his ¢'veél riphts to confider, which
mclade as much of his ratural rights «s are wholeloni= and fa.

Vatary in his prefent circumftances.— Nor can mun in this fitu-
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ation, be faid to be removed out of a ftate of nature; for jt<s
enly an’improved fate of nature, to which he has advanced.—
The weaknefs of mf‘ancy, the vigor of manhood. and the wif
dom of age, arc all ina courfe of nature ; and the real impory
of the term is {o far from being confined to a ftate of uncultiva.
ted indeépenc’ence, that art and habit do in fad belong to our
nature and are a part of our original conftitution. It is this
fpontaneous faculty of ilzprovement, that is the diftinguifhing
property of man, in oppofition to the brute: A ftate, there-
tfore, to which the exercife of this attribute exalts him, cannoy
be otherwife thana ftate of nature to man, and confequently
the rights which belong tothis (tate are natural rights} and our
civil rights are the rights »f nature and of man, in thofe circum.
ftances of improverent to which the exercife of his natural fa;
colties hasraifed him. Let us no longer then be impofed upon
by thofe favage theories about natural liberty and the rights
of man.—Let us confidsr our rights as merged in our interefts,
and let us difclaim all thofe boafted rights which are incompa-
tible with our real happinefs, The right which we ought to
contemplate with the greatelt fatisfaltien, is the right of ref.
training by mutual compa& and g‘eneral confent, thofe unfo-
cial rights which ouglht no where to be exercifed but inin the
wildeft licentiousncis of favage lifc.

Let it not Le inferred frem thefe principles, that T do not ve.
nerate civil liberty, and the rights of the pevple. As an Ame.
rican, I reverence rational independence ; but I have learned
to know, rhat rati~pal Lberty zmpl.cs rellraint, and that the
rights of the people require to Le fccuied by a ftrong and e
nergetic government ; which govemrﬁent, to endure, muft be
a-commodated to man’s nature, and the muxed circumftances
f his condition here. Tt muft be buiit on no abftracted do&rines
of right, but on the mere folid grounds of expediency—It
nminlt fappefe and aliow for human paflions and human frailty-
It mult maintain a controul ever thal= paflions by dire@ing
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them to mutua] cpp fition—TIt muft turn them. when it can, in-

to favorable charncls—It muft proceed upon a fuppolition

that indultry lrx’g'cts Property—property, iniquality—inequali-

ty, ambition-~it muft conciliate, and not vpooele thefe narural

tendencies, and enable 1tfelf to withftand the {aock of unavoid.
le ages, by warily providing againft them.

Politics ave no ablira& things 5 they exift only i their rela.
tions 1o potitive fadts and occurrences.  In the air of fpecula.
tive poflibiity they ceake to Lreatisc 5 they containno metaphy-
fical demonflrations, no nnmutable mazims, but are contingens
and variabl. as are all the natural and moral circumftances of

aan. Nething is true in Politics that i: net experimentally good,

LA,

and every thiag s Poli uili* fallz thavis praficallv injuiic us,

‘\Od‘
-

And thus we fee that the piineiples of governmers, for wlick
the wild 1peculilis of the prefent age are fearching into re.
mote and cecalt caufes, are in fa® depofited in cvery man’s
boln.  Tie funte which cur prefent race of [pecalative poli-
ticians would givé to the Rights of Mun, renders them zs un.
warrzatable as the divine right of Kings, and is certainly a
crror fur more Jangercus gn its cenfequences, as it leads to
that worfl condition of humanity, a condition of anarchy and
confufion.  Dut whatever gualificutions cthers more reali nable
anncx to this phrafe, 1t is the lall imprudence to hold u ferth
to the peogle as expreffre of the obje@ for which they are 1o
firive. Lo sights of man to their concepiion, fuppcefec an
cqual pariciyation of loxury and power ; not underfltanding
that power niplics fubordination, and luxury owes its exiltince
to the duiindtion of ciders in fociety,—"T'tat in levelling the
vica they rob themiclves of employment, and that in raift
ing taemidves out of their fphere, they would annihilatc
ther Gefaription from which arifes the plenty they are fo eages

LG en;oy.
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When a people rife from a fenfe of grievance, their objets
are clear and definite ; but when their minds are pufleffed with
an enthufialtic and urdiftinguifking zeal for fpeculative opini-
ons, they have no reafon in their cluims or rule in their actions.
Urged on in the dark with wild aad ungovernable impetuofity,
they fuprofe every thing an enemy which they happen to en-
counter, and deftroy ina moment what ages are infufficient to
repair. It was this wild purfuit of the imaginary theory of
Equality, utterly impoflible to realize, which lately deluged a
populous country with blosd, and had like to have annihilated
one of the mightie(t nations of Europe.  All the horrors of
Defpntifm ever kunown or heard of, accumulated into one
mighty mafs, would not amount to that vaft and incalculabl,
{um of ilis which tie opsration of théfe wild fpeculations heap-
ed upen the human race.  Language is yet without wordsto
paint the enormity of crimes, which from their never before
kaving difgraced and dcgraded humanity, are yet without 2
rame. Who has not heard of Lyons,— the rich and happy
I.yons,—now nomore? Her Altarsand Churches—Menu.

ments and Temples—all fivept into undiltinguithed ruin—
all level with the duft! Who has not heard of her inhabitants,
induftrious and innocent, almoft in 2 moment fwept from "the
face of the earth ? Men— women—children,~all! fcarce one left
to tell of the haglefs end of his frierds and his brothers—and
to point, if haply he hath not wept himfelf blind —to the fpot
where once flourithed Lyons.  You will afk, my countrymen,
who were the altorsin this, the deepeft tragedy cver exhibized
on the theatre of the world? Perhaps fume hereditary and
bloody enemy, greedy for fpoil and thi. dlinyg to gorge Limfelf
with bloed and rapine, fuddenly ia thie dead of msht, whon ne
moon cor ltars thone in the heavens, broke w uponthe Joveted
city and comant:ed the deadly crime ? Or, perhaps foine miJ-
ty earthquake with giguntic force huiled hor rreud towers on
the heads of this devoted pocple? Al o' 20 fordion foe

defolated Lyons, no i hey cancl poute levdlied her with ahe

duft!  This fad ruin was th: 25w g of Lot Wikl e
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oies and fantafic day’s dreams of univerfal equality,
which were the baléful fources of fo much mifery in that un-
happy country—that marked fo many threfholds with blood—
that fent the peaceful and happy from their homes—that were

fo fruitful in cold maffacres and ftreet butcheries—and that
diCated a feries of lengthened cruelty, wonderful for the una-
nimity with which it has been chara@erifed, and the fpirit of
cool deliberation in which it proceedec. When my enlight.
ened countrymen behola fuch example, of the miferies attends
ant on falfe principles of civil liberty, they will know how to
value the true,-—~they will cherith with the fondeft veneration
that couflitution which has condu&ed them to a haven of bap-
pinefs the moft fecure, and to a point of elevation the inoft
exalted. They will annihilate the facrilegious wretch, who
{Lall dare to lift his nnhallowed hand again®t the fair fabrick,
arnd confecrate ium to immortal infamy. Another and fruit-
full fource of the miferies of man, is party rage; an enemjy that
{fooner or later deftroys every valuable principle of civil iiberty,
and faps the toundation of every free government. To prove
this, we need only unfold the page of biftory, and inftance the
fate of the three mo:: celebrated repubdlics of antiquity. If we

examine into the caufes which either immediately or remotely
led to ther deftrufion, we {halll trace them, as all arifing from
the influence of party feuds. Athens, the cradle if not
the birth place of the arts and fciences, fell a vi&im, not fg
tnuch to the ambition, as to the fears of individuals. Her he-
roes found no fafety from fervices, but by becoming the maf-
ters inltead of the fervants of the people, becaufe of the influ-
ence of party fpirit ; the populace were taught to believe that
their beft benefadtors were beceme the enemies of their liberty.
Hence fpr-uy jealoufies, heart burnings, and all thofe wild un-
goverrable paiions, which form the many headed monfter of
civil diffealion.  Wild uproar Ralked i she face of day, both
{.dcs teforted to arms, and the vitor became the tyrant of the
very inflruments of his elavation,
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Carthage, which fucceeded Tyre in the commerge of tha
globe, rofe rapidly in power and riches, and difputed with
Rome the empire of th: world.  Led by the immortal Har-
nibal her armies lo:ded over the fertile plains of Italy, and
threatened her proud capital with {wift deftru&ion. Already
tae Roman Eagie clapped his wings for flight ; already her
proud tow:rs nodd:d to their fall 5 whenin the centre of Car-
thage arofe difliafions which faved Rome. The mighty Car-
thagemiaa chief was Qopped thort in his career for want of fup-
plies. He retreated, and wus finally overcome, and in a few
years Car magc was ng nicre. |

‘Ths liberties of Ram~, the predu&mcd miltrefs of the wwld,
were often martyred at the [hriae of party rage. It was this
which accomplithed the banifhment of Camillus,~~and her
guardian hero, now ne longer there to prote@ her, Rome
funk under the fury of the Gauls, and became a prey to the
devouring flames. It was this which generated the ftruggle
of Sylla and Marius, which euded ia the deinination of one of
the bloadizft tyrants recovded in the annals of hiftory —and 6-
nally, the difenfions of Pompey and Cz(ar, ended in the efta-
blithment of an abfolute monarchy. On the plains .of Phar-
{alia lies buried the genius of aggieat Rome-—on that memora-
ble day, the funof her liberty went down, n:ver to, rife agair.

With fuch awful and mzmorable examples of the fatal ef-
fets of dilunion before them, every honelt American cught to
defpife the miferable and dangerous maxim, which. declgres,
thar partics are neceflary to the prefervation of a republic.—
"Thote wio expe@ to be gainers by working on tiie malignant
pioidas of mankmld, and who hopa to rite on the wreck ot ci-
Al hberty t?xns'.-\.-'mly have dared to iufauate (o deadly a
putioninto the Lzaves of my countrymen.  The very exutence

of a frez govarnment, dzpeads on aa zioa wl pxm:tplc i the

raas of the pecpie.  Itis the miker ¢ luma which fupperts
tio £ 2, and this once gone, 11 joon lies oro;t'ate in the dvfk,

\ 1

viotemoies tne fport of every breath of popialar apinien -
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Urite ther, my countrymen, and be happy forever. It is only
internal divifion, that can fap the foundation of your pro{peri.
ty, and wrelt from you the bleflings ou enjoy- The fword
of = foreign enemy we dread not ; fecure in the bonds of union”
firm is our frength; onr peace und freedom immortal. The
world may confederate its powers, and proudly threaten our
deftrution«-~we kaugh them to fcom. Scrong in the bulwark’
of millions of united freemen, the goardian genius of our na-
tive land, high towering on his rock of adamany, fhall {catter
the-accumulated -hoft "and-vindicate the fieedom of his coun-
try. . |
Spurn; my countrymen, as the greareft curfe to a fice coun-
try, at the black calumnies which Lireling printers daily diffe-
minate to poifon your minds, create diffenfions, and render
your country a mark for the finger of fcorn.  However thefe
men may boaft of their patrioiiiin, be affured they are vipers
that knaw at the very heart of our ratior.al frecdom—~that are
lying in wait 1o fatten on the fpoils of your happinefs. The
crimes of thefz men have at length arrived at that degree of
snormous maguitude, as to threaten the diffolution of every
ligament of fdcicty. They proudly lord it over the fair field of
Lionorable fame, and pluck withenlicenced hand from the brow
of the kero, his wreath of well earned laurel. Seeing, as we daily
{:2, that no tie of honor or of confcience, nor even the facred
telielts of the law, can for a moment infinence the condu& or
prevent the crimes of thefe your mortal enemics, it becomes
the duty of every honelt citizen who loves his country, to vnite
it. exprefling that deteflation which ought to follow the narses
o harpies who fcalt on murdercd repurations, and gorge on
tl ¢ fuir fame of our beft and worthielt patriots.  The niurderer
who ftabs his encmy in the face of day, and the cowardly
alathin who fhelters Lis crimes tr the cbfeurity of night, are
el vated in the air as obje&s of retributive juitice, and configned
to the rack of everlufling infamy.  Dut the man who, under
the malk of patriotic motives, levels the amows of deadle
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eafomny, full at the hearts of thofe whom worth or talents have
elevated into confideration, and with a ftroke of his pen, blots
the fairelt tecords of honorable fervice, is permitted to fhrat ir:
the open face of day, and to boaft of his love of our country
and hi§ veneration for truth!!! Who now, fha!l tread the path
of honor ? Who fhall devote a whole life to his country’s wel-
fare, if inftead of fare and reward, he reaps a harveft of
infamy, fown by the hand of perhaps a ftranger, an alien, who
fought and found a refuge in our native land, who{e proteétion
he repays by dcfiroying the reputations of her chofea fons,
and fowing divifions among her happy people? My country-
men, the cure of this evil is fpeedy and fure—thefe men exift
but irom your bounty ; withdraw that and they fink into that
desp oblcurity from whence they alcended, and from whence
they ought never to have been allewed to rife. While Wasu.
INSTON, the great and good father of his country lived,
calumny brooded filentlyin her der, or breathed only ia whis-
pers, which the wretched authors never dared to acknowledge.
But it isthe lot of man te die, and Wafhington, although it
was written in the book of fate that his name and virtues
fheu'd be immortal, could not refit the law of nature. When
his great fpurit fought its kindred tkies, the mild genius of truth
and moderation-fie ed to forfaKe our country forever! Since
that {ad hour, na charater, Lowever dignified and virtuous,
has efcaped the moft wretchied malignity of faltheod ;—
thie hirelings of party have been ever on the watch for errors,
aad if the inevirable weaknefs of human nature unhappily did
not furnith topics of abufe, the impotence of difappointed ma-
lice, broke {orth in a torrent of bitter calumnies. Oh Wathing-
ton! Ifitis parmiited thy mild {pirit fometimes to watch over
the weliare of America,—thine only ‘and beloved offspring—-
how wiit thou forrow to behold thy brothers in arms, thy
dearelt friends, become vi€tims to the vileft of the human
race '—Yet far be it fiom any citizen of a free country, to a
attempt to deltroy the liberty of the prefs; it isonly its Li-
centioufnefs which ought to be reltrained. Its liberty confifts
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i free]y publithing whatever is true—its licentioufnefs in the
j&mgdgaﬁon of falthood. While it reftri&s itfelf to the former,
it dnght to be cherithed as the friend of man; but when it
degenerax;es into the latter, it ought to be abhorred as his moft
ylrulent enemy. Having thus as far as my weak powers
would, fupport me, enaeavored to point out the road; by which
. we may {till continue to advance in profperity and ‘bappicafe,
attend me 2 moment while I congratulate you on. aothq
and fplendid anniverfary of thi; aufpicious ®ra. Seldeph on
the great theapre of ghe world is to be feen a nge. g!gnpm
tpe&acle, than this day exhibits to the univegie. 3 2.

nation with one confent, celebrating the birth day of ;];ﬂgm.
dcpendcnce, and affembling tog:ther in, temples@dm fields,
o offer up to the Great Benefafor of the Human Race, their
-ovcrﬂowmg gratltude.

My heart expands, while I contemplate the folemn fcene,
and recognize my&lf an aftor ia the fublime drama; and is
is here ltcc;xve a leﬂ'oa I will never forget, a leffloy of Jove
for my country and reverence for her conftitutios. N;;t to
Him who wiclds in his hand the fates of nations, our grautude
thould be paid to the Mighty Chief who piloted us thiough
many a rugged fea, into the haven of fecurity~ Need 1 pro-
pounce his hallowed name ! B it not written with charaers,
never 1o be obliterated, in every heart that now beats with
tranfport at the recolle&tion of his virtues? . Yes! his coun-
try’s benefadtor, needs not my veice to waken the remem-
brance of his ugequalled viftuce in the heasts of his couniry-.
men. Here while fulemnizing the zra of that happinefs which.
he gained for us, every beart ghatis cold moft be infenfate to,
&ramudc, aud unworthy of freedom. Here, within thefe ve-
ncra&e mlls',- cenfecrated to reh-g:on and virtue, to both «f
‘whxch nt.waia*ﬂnmng omamgru—while evcry gliftening eye
1s raifed to heaven—-—let‘evdry heart greet . the father of our
@ux\txz .with HAIL—and FAREWELL!
jiﬂy 4th, 1803, Ne'war_k,

?
New- Jerfey 3



