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ODRATION.

WE are assembled on this occasion to commems
ofate ar event illustrious in its nature, and important in
its consequences, to the political, the moral, and the re-
ligious world. The independence of a great nation is
an event in which the whole civilized werld 1s interest-
ed. Our independence was not confined in 1ts conse-
quences to this Western Continent, nor were its eflects
to be limited by the confines of Great Britain, or the
boundaries of the Furopean world. It has given a new
and glorious @ra to the nations of the whole earth.  The
cause of liberty is the common cause of man. And it
is common cause of joy to all the nations under heaven,
when so great and fair a portion of the globe as thesc
United States, with one undivided efiort, shake off the
chains of a despot, and shout to the world that they vre
free.

The voice of Freedom 1s heard to the world’s remot-
cst bounds. It is an omen betokening good to the na-
tions—It lights up a smile 1n the countenance or woe——
Like the electric spark, the sympathetic emotion, with
instantaneous transit, pervades cvery bosom—livery
lieart rejoices in the common joy—A cheering ray of
hope darts along the gloom, und glitters on the mantle
of that cheerless night which forever hangs breooding ov-
cr despotic lands-——The tyrant totters on Ins throne, and
trembles for his sceptre—"The victuns of lawless power,,
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almost forgetting that they are slaves, with half. despairing
1Y, respond to the music of Freedom’s voice, and *¢ shake
their chains 1n rude harmony”’—Such were the effects,
when our fathers, Inspired with love of liberty, and in-
dignant at the wrongs of the oppressor, broke their bonds
asunder, and told the world, that they were free.  Such
is the glortous sera we this day commemorate. With
what sentiments should Americans celebrate an event
so impartaat, so ilustrious, and so conspicuous in the
annals of the world.

We are not assembled to cominemorate the corona-
tlon of a despot, or the birth-day of a Royal Infant des.

tined to hold in hic bloodstained grasp tho destinics of
the nation, and to scourge liberty from the »bodes of
men. Nor have we assembled to cclebrate with 1mpi.
ous mockery thic day on which a Corsican Usurper rear-
cd a Indeous despotisi in the naticn—DBut the duy we
cominemorate is that, on which was declared, ¢ Geedom
to the oppressed, and lLiberty to the captive.”

On this anniversary it Las been the custom of many
to rehearse the long catalogue of wrongs that the Awer.
ican Colonies suffered under the British dynasty, and to
cmbellish with all the flourish of rhetorick, the valour,

the patriotism, the love of hiberty, that mnspired cur couns
trymen, and led them on to victory. Rut the whole
clisastrous tale of ‘aggrcssion 15 familiar to this audience,
Nor can 1t have escaped your minds by vhat means we
Oblﬂin-‘;‘q- that independence which gave to America a di.-
stinguished place among the nations of the earth,

It 1s not my design to call your attention this day to
the cawses which induced resistonce to the British Gov.
ernment, or to eculogize the achicvements of our revolu.
tion—1It is suflicient to say, that our cause was just, aud
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the issue glorious. Gcd shielded the patriot’s breast in
the day of battle. *‘ He taught our hands to war, and
our fingers to fight.”” And wc have, on this day, the
greatest reasons for gratitude to that Almighty Being,
who holds the sceptre of the Universe, who rules among
the kingdoms of men, who has bcen the ‘God of our
fathers, and by whose munificence, we possess this land
of liberty, distinguished by the favours of the Most
Higt, above ail the nations under heaven. -

But it is in vain to us, that our fathers had correct
prinoiples, if we their children forsake them—It is in
vain, that the patriots of the revolut:en fought upon the
threshold of their country, to repel the mvading foe, i
their posterity want energy, wisdom, and virtue, to de-
fend and maintain that liberty and independence which
they procured. And what shali the reflection profit us,
that the Most High defended our fathers, 1’ we forsake
the “perfect way,” trcad not in the footsteps of those
venerable dend, and provoke the Almighty to say ¢ k.-
phraim is joined to his idols ; let him alone 2%

As we have asscmbled to commemorate that day
which gave birth to cur independence, and on which we
took a name and a pli~e among the nations, let us in-
quire—not into the wrongs that occasioned our revolt——
Those wrongs have been avenged; and we have no
cause to visit the tombs of those acroes who fell 1 bat-
tle, disturb the ashes of the sepulchre, and call up the
prophetic dead to instigate us to avenge agressions di-
luted by the lapse of years, and shrouded with their per-
petrators in the silent vault death.—But let us inquire
liow we have improved that rich inheritance which our
fathers purchased with thoir blood, and u'ansﬁtted to
thejr sens. Let us inquire into the principles 2 meas-
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ures which have been adopted and pursued, and take a
view of some of their most obvious consequences. A
free people have a right to discuss the political princi-
ples, and canvass the measures of their Government.
‘This 15 a right which ought to be ever dear to Ameri-
- cans—-Jt should be exercised on all proper occasions, to
check a too forward administration, to prevent the growth
of a formidable faction, and to wither the first hopes of
dangerous amition.

‘The responsibility of rulers to their subjects, is a
principle that ought to be asserted and maintained at cv-
cry hazard.  In this principle is contained the very cs-
sence of Civil Liberty. Let a nation once renounce
this priuciple, and there is not onc step between their
condition and slavery. Let the government of any na-
tton he 1nvested with power uncontrouled; lct the peo-
ple ttiaasfer all their power to the government, subscribe
to the doctrine of * passive obedience and non-resist-
ance,” und they are at once reduced to the most abject
slavery.  For where 1s that virtue to be found in any
Government, which will secure the people against the
most wanton abuses, when they have lost the power of
resistance ? A disposition to abuse power is a striking
feature in human depravitv.  There 1s in the heart of
man a haughty malevolence which prompts him to ag-
gression and abuse.  Man possesses a wantonness of
disposition which, when uncontrelled, mnduces him to
gratify lus scliish passions by the degradation and muse-
rv of his fcllow-beings. Lt such a being become ab-
solute, and where 1s the subject in his realm that shall
not become a slave? This is no cxaggeration—It is a
plain ?yamishcd tale.  History, experience, and the
common observation of men confirm this truth, I
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history did not record the infamous decds of a Nero, a
Caligula, and a Bonaparte ; if history were silent respect-

mg the wanton atrocity of Despots; if the archieves of
human irfamy werc blotted out from undcr the face of

heaven, and the abomimble deeds of antiquity effaced
from the records of the world; our own observation
would furnish us with plenary evidence, that it is in the
heart of man to abuse whatever power he possesses.
We need not recur to history for the truth of this re.
mark. We need not cite for proof, the infamous rec-
ords of Eastern -~ ;ots—We need not rehearse the
deeds of a Robespiere, or a Murat; nor point the mod-
crn: sceptic to the fell tyrant of France~—We have exam-
ples at home—The records of our own degradation ren-
der the position doubly lucid. Turn, then, with indig-
nation, from that maxirn i the new-fangled code of
French politics, which ofters vou the doctrine of *¢ pas.
sive obedience,” the correctncss of which thev prove by
the cogent reasoning of the Guillotine.

A itec peonle should be tremblingly alive to thir lib-
erties, and *“jealous’ for their sucred nghts.

On this anniversary what more prcper theme can be
selected, than a review of the past transactions of Gov-
ermninent, and the present aspect of our political .on-
cerns ?

Our present form of Government is, beyond a doubt,
more favourable to the enjoyment cf rational hberty,
than any which bas been previously adopted. That
form of governmein only, which effectually secures ra-
tional liherty, and the rights of all classes of the commu-
nity, can be esteemed perfect.  The form of govemn-
ment constructed for these United States, was, undoubt-
~dly, the best that could have been adopted in this coun.
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try. It is seldon, that virtue sufhcient for the adoptioit
of a perfect system of Government, exists in any nation,
At the time of the adoption of our Constitution,  there
was no small portion of French Principles, in America.
Alrcady had the morbid eilects of a I'rench faction he-
come apparent. The multitude had already become
giddy by the fumes of licentiousness, and French Phi-
losophy, that bane of republics, that deadly foe to Civil
‘reedom, that pest engendercd in night, that ¢ abomina-
tion which maketh desolate,” had been swallowed in
maddening draughts, and the infuriated facton had joir.,
cd in the “ hue and cry” of trans.atlantic regicides. It
was in the midst of these growing cvils, that a form of
Government was presented to the American people for
their adoption. And, though not the best that could
have been devised, yet 1t was, probubly, the best that
could have obtaiued. |
The unexampled prosperity of the Union during the
first twelve years after the adoption of our Constitution,
evince the superiority of our republican form of govern-
ment over all other governments of the carth,  Thwwelve
years experiment in the most critical period our repub-
lic ever witnessed, was sufhicient to exhibit the true char-
acter of our political institutions. And the form of gov-
ernment was found to answer the moct sanguine CXpeC-
tations of its aothors, Under the administration of
Washington, the prosperity of the Union was unexam-
pled 1n history. It was uncqualled 1n the proudest days
of Greece, And Rome in the zenith of her glory could
not vie with America, in the golden days of our repub-
lic. Smiling Peace waved her olive branch over the
Jand, and plenty ctowned the cheerful board.  Success ate
tended the Iabours of every class of citizens.  The wealth
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of the mechanic increased, and enlivening prospects cheer.
ed him through the labours of the day. The husband.
man was animated in his toils by the hopes of a sure re-
ward. Commerce was encouraged and protected, and
scattered opulence through the nation,

““ Full were our cities with the sons of art,

““ And trade, and joy in every busy street

“ Mingling were heard.”

"The nation prospered notwithstanding the eHoits of

that faction which had now become formidable, and ready
to siege with unhallowed grasp apon our * goodly hen-
tape;”” and pollute the sources of our prosperity. And
when their political Pallinurus, roused from Utopian
dreanis, and philosophic reverie, was called to the helin
of government, with an “ overflowing treasuty,” he
found the nation in the “full tide of successful expefi-
ment.”  These facts evince, that our form of Govern-
mentt is calculated to insure a high degree of national
prosperity, undér a just and wise adininisttation. The
preserit embarassments of this nation, the evils which
hive lately burst upon our heads, and overwhelimed us
in disgrace and ruin, result not from any defect in our
Cénstitution. They have not resulted from any new
““ sititudes®” of the belligerent nations, which required
the policy that has been pursued.  No new evils in for-
eigfn rélations have arisen, since the days of ‘Washing.
tent, which demanded a different course from that which
wids pursued in the ““goldenage’ of our republic. The
disistrous state of our affairs, the degradation and ruin
of 6z country, can neither be attributed to our Constitu-
tiots, of to the novel *““attitudes” of foreign powers.
To what cause, then, are we to refer these evils?  That

evils do exist: that we have sunk into the nethermost
2
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abyss of degradation and disgrace ; that thns nation is—a
not ** balancing on the point of her destiny,” and ** tot-
tering to her fall”—but already fallen, already taken her
place in the ranks of infamy, impotence, and humilia-
tion, are facts too cbvious to be questioned.  The sun
of zlory which formerly irradiated these Western shores,
has sunk beneath the horizon, and withdrawn his last set-
{ing beams from mortal ken. Liberty is preparing for
her departure—She 1s waving her hand in token of adieu
—She has embarked in that fatal boat of Gallic Philos.
ophy which lands her ill-fated passengers in eternal cx-
ile-—She will soon be wafted on the ¢ wizard stream”
of Democracy, a rcturnless distance from our shores.
Whence these calamities? Whence this so sudden
downfall ? To these questions, a cursory view of facts
will afford satisfactory answer,

A slight recurrence to the Constitution will evince,
that the protection of commerce was one grand object
contemplated by the navigating States, which induced
them to enter into the political compact. While that
policy was pursued which favoured the commercial in-
terests, and which was contemplated by the Consttu-
tion, notwithstanding the embarassments occasioned by
an opposing faction, and though our means were incon-
siderable, when compared with thosc possessed by the
‘“ powers that be,’”” before they commenced therr out-
rage on commerce, the nation had no rival in prosperity.
It was the policy of Washington, whence we derived
our prosperity and glory. With such illustrious exam-
ples before his eyes, regardless of the best mterests, and
neglectful of the most obvious good of the nation, what
visionary theorist, bewildered in dreams, “in wander-
ing mazes lost,” could have been expected to pursue a
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policy directly opposite to that, by which we had acquir-
cd our opulence and glory 2 One wceuld have suppos-
cd, that in this path of glory and national prosperity in
which Washington trod, straight as that path which leads
to the courts on high, and effulgent as the ecliptic road,
n “way-faring man, though a fool, could not err.”

But strange to tell ! Blind to the interests of the pub-
lic weal, as if their optics were rendered dim by the
heavenly hight that encircled the head of Washington, an
infuriated faction, opposed to commerce, smitten with
Jove for the regicide republic of France, restless and fond
of change, impatient to realize the golden visions which
playcd about the head of their Philosophic Leader, imag-
ming, that while deprived of that Elysium which the
Sage of Montecello and his Quixotic disciples held out
in prospect before them, they were deprived of the sove-
reign good, and having forgotten, or never known, that
““to innovate is not to rcform,’® rejected that counsel
which had taught them the way of peace, reared to sove-
rcign power the idols of Democracy, and shouted to the
~ astonished populace, ¢ these be thy gods O Israel!”

': This, this was a triumph indeed! “ As the last peal
of thundering heaven” it shook the tottering base of this
~ Western world. It burst ncross the deep, and its ech-
ocs were heard along the Gallic coast—The well known
voicc was recognized, as it echoed from camp to camp
along the ranks of Democracy—Infernal joy danced in
the hearts of Frenchmen, and a ghastly, malighant smile
was kindled in the grim visage of their gloomy Despot—
Europe felt the shock. The votaries of Civil Freedom
had heard of the achievements of Washington—They
had heard, that Americans were free—Their hearts had

responded to our joy, and thev had chaunted the carols
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of our hiberty—They had turned their eyes-on America
as the abode of Freedom, and an assylum for the oppres-
sed—They l;ad beheld our glory as the star that guided
thc Eastern Sages to Bethlehem—And to them it was
llkEWlSe a token of salvation.—But suddenly, wild up-
roar is heard « with pale affright”—¢ Uproar such as
heard. mearth, tll now, was never.” The discordant
sound breaks from the Apalachian Mountains—It bursts
on Snowden’s peak, and echoes along the heights of
Cheviot—Britain starts from her repose—The sea-tm-
bosomed rocks that sustain her soil recaive the shock,
and f;om their hollow caverns inly groan—Europe's
free-born sons hear the portentous sound, and betoken
rwstance—-For it is the rude huzza of Democracy—
"The sound. is prO".-ﬁ'th--It is a paralytic strcke to Free-
dom-—It presages triumph to France—T1'heir fairy vis-
tons vanish, like the golden dreams of day-break, when
the matin song disturbs the slumbers of the pillow.

"The men who were now chosen to direct the public
concerns of America, were Democratic—They were
hostile to. commerce—They had imbibed that fierce, Ii-
centious spirit of regicide Freedom, which had revolu-
tionized France, and now menaced the whole civilized
world. They were enthusiastic admirers of French Lib-
erty—~—They were ready to make common cause with
France, in revolutionizing the Empires and Kingdoms
of men.

When this fell cause triumphed in America, well
might every lover of man heave from his labouring bos-
oma prophetic sigh! Where was the patriot whase heart
did notbleed ? Where was the man who feared the God
of Heaven, and whose heart was warmed -with Christian
benevolence ; whose eyes were not dim with wecping at
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that portentous moment, when the Powers of Darkness
shouted triumph ? What lover of rational Freedom cculd
behold without emotion the fair fabrick of Amencan L.ib-
erty demolished in one evil hour by the polluted touch of
faction ? What man among us was that who beheld this
wreck of freedom, who saw the American Republic dash.-
ed against the rocks of the Gallic Charybdis, who heard
the winds of heaven, when first they swept through: the
wreck, mutter a boding sigh, and foretell, in piteous- ac-
cents, the future destinies of America? Where is the man
among us, who witnessed this scene, whose ears have
heard of it, or who has read it in story? And what
were his emotions? Had he drunken of that Circean
cup which the French Sorceress has given to the nations ?
Had he listened. to the Syren notes of Gallic. Freedom,
which - were chaunted to the evening breeze, and infect-
ed with spells and ncantations the very breath of morn.
ing? Did-his i.cart respond to the carols of Frenchmen,
when they sung the wiumphs. of Darkness, and led up
the death-dance of Democracy? And does the distant
echoes of this infernal jargon, evenr now, sound delight-
ful 1n his ears 2—"Then let him retire from this hallowed
place, this day consecrated, and sacred to-the canse of
Freedom! His heart cannot be in unisen with our
cause—He is enlisted under the banners of Frenchmen—
He will here find no nuwriment—Truths ungrateful to
his ear may this Jay be told—He hears the waming voice
~-Let him noi disturb the devotion of this consecrated
place, nor utter a discordant note to interrupt the harmony-.
Sufier me, then, briefly to allude to some of the lead-
ing measures of the Democratic administration, netice
the design ol these wneasures, and call your attention to
their eficets.
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Commercial restrictions are among the most promi-
nent in the reign of Democracy. From the well known
politics of the men now in power, their clection to office
justified the suspicion, that the policy they would pur-
sue, would prove destructive to our commercial inter-
ests, Whether the * Chief of Montecello”” had matur-
ed his plan of commercial restrictions, in the recesses of
Philosophic retirement, or whether # was suggested, af-
terwards, by the * new attitudes” of Franee and Great
Britain, are questions which I shall leave, to be discuss.-
ed by the curious. As it respects the issue of this com-
mercial warfare, the difference cannot be material, wheth.
er the system was matured by the Hero of Carter’s
mountain, while he philosophised in his cave, or by the
Knight of Quixotic renown, in his more famous lucu-
brations of the Palace. Whether the pretexts for these
restrictions were foreseen by the prophetic ken of our Ii-
lustrious Seer while they existed only in the regions of
possibility, or whether they were contemplated no soon.
er than their real existance, they were siezed with an
avidity which justifies the conclusion, that the I'mbargo
—though of apparent Mushroom growth—did not start
up inte mature life and being, like some unwholesome
productions of nature, in the silence and darkness of a
single night~—That it was not, for the first time, contem-
plated in the “ secret Session’ of the national legiskature.
But on this I shall not insist, because it is of minor im-
portance.

That in some period, cur Govermment has decreed
the destruction of commerce, their mode of procecding
and their avowed hostility to trade permit not the most
sceptical to doubt. When a five years ¢ experiment’*
of commucrcial restrictions has harassed our trade till the
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natioial revenue has sunk from seventeen to two mill-
jons and an hatl, and, to complete the chimax of outrage,
a War with Great Britain has swept every remaining
vessel from ‘the ocean, where is the man who will haz-
ard the expression of a doubt, that the extinction of
our commerce has been somewhere, and at some time
decreed ? | |

But why destroy commerce? Can it be supposed,
that the destruction of American Commerce is the lead-
ing object n the political carecr of our administration ?
Can this be the wltimatum in their long and zigzag course
of political legerdemain?  Or shall we consider the de-
struction of commerce as a secondary object, a mean to
facilitate some higher and more distant acquisition ?-—
These are questions which interest Americans.

No one can believe, that the destruction of comni-
merce was contemplated by our government, as an ob-
ject in itself desirable, or beneficial to the nation, Com-
merce has been the source whence fowed cur most dis-
“nguished blessings in the better days of our republic.
This fact could never have escaped the sagacity of Mr.
Jefferson.  Nor did it lie beyond the ken of his philo-
sophic brethren, who at the nod of the executive waged
the unhallowed war against commerce.  Vhe fact 1s con-
spicuous to every eye. Like the light of heaven it stares
those school-men in the face who deny 1its real existance.
This policy, then, was to promotc the acquisition of
som: far other object. Commerce 1s not deerned—ev-
°n in the mid-night cabals of Democracy—an evi/ iz
itself+ But an evil, only, as it forms a barricr to thew
dark designs. This barrier must be removed—Hence
thelr enmity to commerce,
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But what mishty theme, big with consequences of
ctermal moment, do they contemplate? What scheme
s0 fraught with everlasting concernment to our republic,
what object so vast, what design so involving our dear.
est rights, and thost important interests 2 Is it a co-op-
erstion with France, in her project of universal conquest ?
Has the American Government leagued with that hide-
ous Déspotiem, und conjointly with the fell Tyrant of
Corsica, commenced a war against the liberties of the
world? Upon no other principle can we account for
those comme¥cial restrictions which have figured so con-
spicuously in these * latter days” of darkness and error.
What other principle induced that neglect of preparing a
rmval defence ? This neglect was indicative of their hos-
tility to cofiitherce, Without a naval protection, what
commercial nation can long be secure? If Government
had favoured commerce, would they not huve made pro-
visions for its defence ?  If commerce had been favour-
ed, would that little navy which fell into the hands of
Democracy liave been reduced by selling (or giving a-
way) a part t0 France? What induced the Sage of
Montecello, in one of his fitful hours of “ trying experi-
ment,” to think of drawing our navy into a dry dock ?
Why was an ¢ overflowing treasury,” instéad of being
appropriated to the navy, squandered on a paltry ficet of
Gun-boats, the purchase of Louisiana, and Torpedo ex-
periments, of no use, except to drain the public chést, and
prevent the increase of a navy, that, when France shotld
enforce those decrees, to effect her continental plan, and
Great Britain should retaliate, our commerce might be
defenceless 7 But why leave commerce defenceless?
that it might be destroyed? But why destroy com-
merce, the life of this republic ?
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It 18 the cause, it is the cause, my soul ;

t Let me not name it to you, you chaste stars ;

‘ It is the cause )’

¥e will pass In gilence over that policy whnch has for

twdvc years past regulated our foreign relations, We
will not inquire why a foreign despot has been suffered
to dictate in our councils, and point out the measures
which our government should pursue. 'We will not in-
quire for what reasons the same power has been suffered,

with impunpity, to heap insults, abuses, and outrage, up-

on this nation—~We will net ask the reasons why mil-

- lions of the property of our merchants have been confis-
| eated under the iniquitous decrees of the Imperial Rob-

. der, our merchant vessels burnt upon the high seas by

Gallic freebooters, without provocauon, without pretext,

. and our mariners confined in loathsome and pesnfero

dungeons, .famished by hunger and disease, while no

| measyres to abtain redress have been taken by our
| government, np resistance to the haughty invader of our
! tights, no: even 8 remonstragee, or complaint, worthy the
. broken spirit of a Genoese gally-slave, and while the ut-

most that the Executive of a nation, proud of her inde-

+ pendence, could find it in his heart to do, or to say, is to
| name the burning of merchant vessels as ¢ the most dis-

tressing of all the modes by which thz belligerents ¢xer-

' cise power contrary to right.”

- We will not inquire for what rcasons a British treaty

 was rejected by the Executive, and why principles, be-
| cause they were inadmissible, have been made a  sine

i qua non” to adjustment with the British government.

| We will pass with indignant silence, over the chicanery
| of Factior, the tricks, the impositions, the exaggerations,
| the official colouring and rant of factionaries, to protract

3
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a disagreement with Great Britain, excite the war-tone,
and prepare the people for' a decluration of hostilities,—
‘The reasons for such a policy cannot be mistaken—-
They are apparent as the light of hcavcnﬂ-'l‘hey need
not be named.

The superficial observer—unlettered in the dark de-.
signs of cunning, guileful men, unversed in guilt, him-
sclf, and a stranger to the thousand arty which treachery |
has invented to involve and betray the unwary—may be |
easily duped by the artful, nor suspect the baseness of |
his betrayer, till be is led to the threshold of infamy, and
all the horrours of destruction burst, at once, upon his
astonished senses.

Those unhappy and destructive prejudices to whick:
human nature is subject in this state of frallty and igno.
rance, not unfrequently occasion mistakes rumous, anc
fatai, and involve the deluded victim in infarny anc
crime. Charity for our fellow-citizens induces the be- |
lief, that from such sources, thousands in this nation
have reccived their bias, and become the dupes of De. ;
mocracy. Their zeal in that unholy cause may arise
from honest intentions. With such, the lovers of Civii
freedom may expostulate, Liet them see their mistake—
Lt them learn the character and motives of their betray
ers—Remove the vell from their eyes, and expose to
their naked vision, the dark designs of Democracy-w |
Uncover to their inspection the arcana of abominabl |
decds, and iet them Anow the * proofs of a conspiracy,”’
they will turn with abhorrence from these paths of guilt, ;
and lend their willing aid to arrest and stop, in their mad
career, the betrayers of their country. In the ears of:
such men, speak in a voice that shal! be audible; and;
with a tone that shall gain admittance to the soul, re-

|
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hearse the blaok catalogue of causes which have obscur-
ed our glory, impeded our prosperity, and brought wus,
at length, o the very threshold of mfamy and ruin. Let
them hear, till the disastrouys tale & familiar on their
tongues, why we are engaged in a war with Britain, and
swhy this nation is compelled to demk of that cup of ig-
nominy which the Murderer of Europe has offered to
the woeld. To this audience, it is unnecessary to re-
hearse the causes of our disgrace, or to mention the de-
:igm Why we are forced into this war with Great
Britain, and with what design the government of these
United States bows obsequeous to the nod of a foreign
Usurper, is familiar to every mind. And that proud
spirit of independence which acknowledges none but
rightful sway, need not be incited by persyasion, or urg-
ed by additional motive, to contemplate, with rightecus
indignation, the sufferings, the ignominy, and the future
destiny of our country.

Suffer me, however, to remark on the nature of the
present war, as it presents itself to the moral view. A
moral people will view, with sentiments of horrour, those
measures of their government whach, though conducive
to pecuniary interest, are calculated to corrupt and de-
moralize, and provoke the displeasure of the righteous
Governour of the world.  Such a people will inquire in-
to the justice of public measures, and condemn, and de-
precate, not only, such measures as tend to disgrace, and
the ruin of their dearest interests, but such s are, in their
nature, indefensible on the principles of justice and sound
morality. That the design of this war is to aid a trans.
atlantic despotism which aims at universal dominion, we
shall not attempt to prove, because it is too cbvious to
be mistaken. W ithout some othe; reasons for this war,
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than those adduced by its advocates, these hoxtile meas.

ures would indicate an imbecility of mind by no means
comettmg with the known character of the Administra.

tion.

If the dmgn of this war be to aid the policy of France,

it requires not the spirit of prophecy to foresee the issuc,
should the plin succeed according to the wishes of its
prgjectors,  We may safely presume, however, that the
end contemplated by the ruler of France, that indcfati-
gable encmy of the human race, will not bt accomplish-

ed by this war with Great Britain, The feebi¢ efforts
which we-can make towards the extinction of that mari-
time power, will only increase her supenmty by redu-

cing her enemy. She is invulnerable t6 our attacks,
Her sea-girt Iske bids defiance to the united forces of the
world, and her bulwarks can never be battered ‘Hown fill
the high hand of heaven is uplifted against thewm, Like
the awful genius of the decp, ale s:tscollccteﬂmher
own strcagth, and poised upon her own greatness.  She
is not, like the empire of France, of ‘ephemeral growth,

bloated to gigantic bulk by the heat of civil discord,

blown to elevation by a sudden gust of chance, and de-
pending on eccident for a precarious being.  Her power
is the gradual growth of ages. The fouadations of her
oreatness are kid deep and firm on the everlasting prn-
ciples of a wise and well-directed policy. On these
principles, her increasc of posver has progressed—Mass
heaped on mass, and coneolidated by time, has arisen by

firm and- cautious gradations, till a towering, magnificent,

and mighty whale has beea formed, which smiles at the
feeble assaults of her foes, bids a proud defiance to the
mouldering touches of time, and will remain immovable
as her sea-embosomed rocks, when the Apocalyptic Diug-
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 cn shall have long since ceased to envy her glory.—
| Aqainst this nation, the powers of Europe have for ages
| unsiiccessfully fought, She has beheld, without dismay,
| mtion after nation fall into the ranks of her enemy.—
| Fearless of the assaults of the gigantic Despot of the
{ Continent, she sits a calm spectator of his ravages ; and
§ while he rmmples-upon the necks of vanquished Europe,
 and riots ‘on the apcil of kingdoms, she hears his proud
¥ mennces without emotion. Her navy rides on every
§ sca—The pinions of her power stretch from Mississipri
® to the Ganges—She holds ¢ ten thousand thunders” in
£ her grasp, and the terrours of their burst are felt from
the msing to the setting sun, What maniac politician
% will augur the down.fall of such a power? But should

§ she fall, from the same mra might we date our own dis-
g soivtion—The same hour should we fall into the ranks

of the Corsican Despotism.,

If there existed a probability, that, by the present

8§ war, the down-fall of Britain would be cffected, our fears
g might be alarmed for the safety, not only of America,
% but of the civilized world. But since she remains, and
% nrobably, will ever remain, impervious to her foes, it is
3 uscless to contemplate the evils that would attend the
catastrophe,

Let us then consider some other features of this

% war—features which, as a moral nation, should more im.

o mediately interest us.

3 cannot fail to Al the Dreast of every good men, with

The invasion of Canada, viewed in its moral nature,

herrour.. Are the British provinces involved i thosc

2 crimes of which we affect to accuse the Bntish govern-

mcnt? Have they infrinped upon our nights? Have
1‘ iev ampressed our scamen?  Have thcy co-operated
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with Great Britain m her System of Blockades, and as.
sisted in executing her Orders in Council? This is not
pretended—They are no more concerned in what is call-
ed ¢ British aggression,”: and no more guilty of any in-
tquitous act of that government, than are the inhabitants
of Malabar, or the fabled giants of Patagonia. Before
the late unrighteous attack on Canada, they were peace-
able provinces, in friendship with the United States, dis-
posed to amity, and mutual commerce. They are a
kind, social, hespitable people—Their interests, as well
as those of the Northern States, were concerned in that
state of peace and friendly commerce which had long
subsisted between us.

But these provinces are nomanally under the Govern-
ment of Great Britain: and this is our pretext for inva.
sion. ‘They are subject to the “proud Mistress of tiic
ocean ;" and this is their crime.  For this, we arm our
legions with implements of death, and commission them
to slaughter and devastation—For this, recruiting-officers
are commissioned to enlist that depraved, and worthless
tribe of beggarly factionaries, who inherit British hate as
their only patrimony,  Sons of Bchal flown with inso-
ience and wine,”” the restless and discontented, sweep-
ings of jails, and wretches prepared by familiarity swith
crime for every desperate decd—And, baving congre-
gated this polluted group of desperadoes, {an ex<crable
banditty,) they lcad them forth to Canada, for the purpo-
ses of plunder, havoc, and destruction.— Wil not an in-
habitant of a Christian land, pause as he rcads the disas-
trous tale? Aad, pausing, will he not inquire, if the
rude ages of Feudal barbarity bhave burst the fetters of
Death, shaken oft the kestered ceerments of corruption,
and resnseitated from the slumbers of a thousand years ?
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~Why i it, that we are engaged in such a war? [t
will be answered, ‘to injure Great Britain:”  ¢¢ This
1s the only place in which she is vulneruble.” DButis
“anada a part of Great Britain? Are those provinces
the British nation 7-——They have no other concern with
that nation than being nominally under her protection.
Let it be conceded, that it will injure Great Britain to
loose those provinces. And does this justify our attack ?
While we injure the British nation, which alone has been
accused of crime, do we not involve an unoffending
province 1n unuttcrable calamities? While we strike a
feeble, cowardly blow, at the interests of the British na-
tion, which, after a lapse of a few years, she will not fecl,
those peaceabie, and unoffending provinces are involved
in ruln—are dashed, and broken mn the whirl-pool of our
ambition and cupidity., Werc these possessions of Great
Britain a howling wilderness, from which she obtained
supplics for her navy; were thesc provinces inhabited
only by herds of cattle and wild asses; were her treas-
ures of geld and silver deposited n the mountains, and
pearls scattered upon the shores; the war would bear
another complexion—But these provinces are peopled
with Auman beings—Our neighbours, our friends, our
brethren are there-—Their wives, their daughters, their
“little ones’” have their habitation there-—The sheep of
the pasture, the cattle upon the hills, the forests, the cal-
tivated farm, the stately dome, the humble cottage, the
wealth, all that they possess, beleng to individuals. In
the prosecution of this war, thousands of this devoted
people will shed their blood in defence of their liberty,
and their possessions, dearcr than lite uself.  Unbappy
victims ! They bleed m vain.  Their brutal invaders
are geaf to the
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It b steeeiremess ¢ Widow's wal,
“ The virgin's shriek, the infont's trembling cry .

Widows and orpharis will be multiplied in their
strects—Their fairest possessions will be pillaged-—The
poor man, driven from his cottage; will behold his wife
and children, houscless wanderers, perishing with cold,
and famished with hunger; or, sent himself to an un-
timely grave, leave the wife of his bosom with her help-
less offspring, within the hazard of a merciless bunditti~
The rich will see thei wealth plundered by the soldiery,
and their wives and daughters exposed to the cruel in-
sults of brutal ravishers, A fair portion of the continent
will be laid waste, ravaged and destroyed. And thas
wretched portion of the inhabitants which may sutvive
the tempest, ang outlive the wreck, wili have lost all that
was dear-to them in life. Happy, ¢thrice, and four
times happy,” bad they nobly fallen besidz their fathers
and theit brethren, while they fought for their country,
for their fiberty, for their parents toftering under the in-
frmities of age, for their wives, their children, and their
paternal inheritance ! These are some of the effects
that will be realized, should the war terminate with that
success which 15 contemplated by its authors.

When these invaders of the rights of man shall have
accompiished their unhallowed designs, when they shall
have drenched the plains of Canada with human blood,
when they shall have strewed their cities and their pleas.
ant fields with the corses of their slain, glutted their own
rapacity with the spoils of the vanquished, and appeased
their frowning idol across the Atlantic, let them see, that
they be able to answer it, to a wounded, bleeding coun-
try, a viclated conscience, an offended Geod.
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But it is time, that we turn our attention to some of
the effects produced in this country by the palicy that
Igs been prrsucd.

The present §s the most gloomy period which Amer-
icz has ever watnessed. The dreary gloom of mid-night
darkness is not cheerless to the bewildered traveller, if a
ray of hope dart across the dismal waste, and pomt hig
utmost ken to some hospitable cottage. In our revolu.
tionary struggles the justice of our cause, and the akter-
nate successes of battle, inspired the constant.hope of a
happy and glorious termination of the contest. When
our independence was acknowledged, it was a time of
joy and gladness of heart to Americans, a day of triumph
to the sons of Freedom. There was, indeed, a period,
before the adoption of our Constitution, when darkness
pverspread the land—-Clouds cbscured the prospect for
a momeant, but were soon dispelled. A bnght and
cheerfil morning was ushered in, and through a delight-
ful summer’s day we basked n the sunshine of uninter-
rupted prosperity. But how precarious are fortune’s
smiles! The sun of glory, by whotwe invigorating beams
the nation had been blessed, was, at length, obscured i
clouds, and a tempest fraught with fate, lowered dark
and terrible 1n the distant horizon. By degrees it burst:
upon us, till the land became 1nundated with the edious
Rood—It was a tempest of Democracy—It was generat-
ed by pestiferous exhalations from the Gallic Coasts,
WWhile this storm was gathering in the political atmos.-
phere, but few were aware that it was laden with the
mogazines of fate,  Many who viewed it as portentous,
were still disposed to hope, thot the impending blackness
would be soon dispelled.  And when its malignant con-

tents had even fallen in torrents upon the land, ard we
4
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fiad seen the face of nature blighted by the withering |

touch, hope, falactous hope still looked beyond the clouds,
anl descried the face of hcaven smiling and serene. We
have been always willing to believe, that though we cn.-
dured the cvil for a time, our deliverance was sure. We
have indulged in idlc visions, and fed the fancy with un-
real prospects—DBut now, yc delusive hopes, ye fomd,
but empty dreams, ye vanities,

“ Ye ever lying, ever cheating train,

““ [Fhere are ye now, and what ts your amount !”

But turn your eyes on the distracted condition of our |
country, ana the gloomy scene which presents itself to

your view, is a sufftient commeont on the policy that has
been pursucd. It was a consequence naturally, and

jusily anticipated by the adherents of Washington, that
the policy which commenced in eighteen hundred and §
one, if pursued, would termunate in the ruin of our courr- §
try. The policy cf Washington, as the history of our §
prosperity evinces, was calculated to secure the best in- §
terests of the American republic. By fair analogy of §
reasoning, the reverse of this might be anti'cipated from ;-",_f
an opposite policy. And the present state of our mition-
al affairs proves, bevond controversy, that such reasoning

was correct, and the inference just.  Our navy has been

reduced, our commerce destroyed, our natioual revenue §

diminished almost to nothing, our national Debt increas.

ed, and the nation precipitated into a war, unprepared to |

wmeet the cnemy, and without resources to maintain the
contest. The ncgiect of naval preparations has lett our
pavigation, and our extensive sca-board defenceless-—
The deviation from that neutral path which Washingtor.
pursucd, has terminated in open hostilities with Great-
Britain—Our defenceless scaports arc how exposed to
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igvaders ; ard the period of their pulnder and conflagras
tjon will be protracted only by the delay of the enemy.

The project of foreign conquest bas commenced g
and Canada is invaded, without competent forces to in-

! sure success, and without means to support the chivelrig
l few who, like thc Knight Errant of romange, have at-
tacked forts, log-houses and wigwams, not doubting that
these are the Giants wbich must be vanquished, or the
~Lernean Hydra that demands their Hereulean strength.

This policy has withered the strength, blighted the
prosperity, and blasted the fairest hopes and the brightest
nrospects of the nation.  The destruction of the revenue
has destroyed the credit of our Generai Government ;
and individuals deem it unsafe to relieve the exigencey of
the nation by loans. The people must be loaded with
taxes to support the government in the prosecution of
foreign 1nvasions. Ill prepared are our citizens to be
burdened with enormous taxation, at this period when
the great source of their wealth is cut off.

LCommerce 1s destroyed ; and with it the means of
support are withdrawn from thousands. Our ships dis-
mantled, and rotting at the wharves, remind every be-
holaer of our calamities. Divested, abandoncd, and
wasting by the loesening touches of decay, they present
a scene, gloomy to contemplate, as demolished tembles,
and the ruined heaps of cities, <tepopulated by pestilence,
cr ravaged by invaders. The checrful huzza of sailors
is no longer heard in our ports—No longer do you find
them at their accustomed task, furling the sail; and un-
lading the burk—But, destitute and hopcless, you be-
hold them reclining on the wharves, or strolling the
streets without an object,——The workshops of the me.
chanie are shit, and the soutd of the hammer scargely
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assails the ear.-—Our merchants are throwri éus of edti:

ploy, and many of them rulned-<-Landed property is re.
duced, and the heartless husbandman ho longer entici.
pates the reward of his toil—Civil Discord tages, anc
an overgrown faction, poisoned with French Philosophy,
fills with dismay the mind of cvery patriotic beholder—
This is the scene presented to our view, whenever we
turn our eyes upon the condition of our country.

Was it for this, that our fathers faced the enemies of
their country, and repelled the mvading foe? For this
did they nobly defend their liberties, and shed their blood
to transmit freedom and independence to their children ?
Was it for this that Washington fought, and Warrer
and Montgomery bled ? Did those herorc spirits, thosc
venerated patriots of seventy-six, who told the world by
dceds of valour, that ¢ these United States are, and of
right, ought to be free and independert,” perform thosc
nlustrious achievements, dcliver their country from the
dominations of a forcign tyrant, that they might lcave ¢
goodly heritage to the rude hand of domestic usurpa.
tioni, and the polluted touch of Faction ?

A faithful few remain, true to that sacred cause which
warmed the hearts of our patriotic fathers. A faithfe'
remnant, truc to the interests of our bleeding country.
With this band, is deposited the ark of American safe-
ty. Let therr form a phalanx round the sacred deposit,
and defend to the latest hour, this our paternal inheri-
tance. Let them watch with an e¢ye that never sleeps,
and guard with a zeal that never tires, the inheritance o:
Columbia’s free-born sons. On this Anniversary, sa-
cred to the memory of that day which gave birth to our
liberties, let us rencw our vows to maintain our frecdom

and independence, and defend our dearcst rights from
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the mvasion of cvery foe. ‘FThough the prospect is
' gloomy and almost hopeless s though thick *clouds
and darkness, are roumd about ws,’” we may not des-
pair. The friends of liberty will nci gesert the cause in
‘the heour of penl.

~ Let those who would rescue the American republic
from the inundations of Democracy, step forth in these
‘untes of rebuke, and form a barrier agamst the odious
flood. Let them tell the sons of Gaul, that the fierce
spirit of American liberty is not yet broken down and
subdued. Let them tell the mmions of the Corsican
Despot, that Americans have sworn, and are determined
to be {ree. Let them tell the worshipers of the French
Dragon, that neither they nor their sons will ever wear a
Gallic chain, Let the sons of freedom announce in
thunder to the betrayers of their country, that they will
never aid a trans-atlantic Despotism i schemes of con-
quest, plunder, and devastation.

The only means to preserve our country from the
deadly ruin which impends, are tae dissemination of
truth, and the propagation of sound principles. Could
all the vehicles of falschood in this nation be destroyed,
I will not slander my country by saying, that there is
not virtue in her sons sufficient to preserve the Repub-
lic. Men have naturally a predilection for truth, and an
abhorrence of falsehood. And desperate is the depravi-
ty of that man who hears the voice of truth, recognizes
her heavenly form, and loathes to obey her mandates.

Let truth be known, and sound principles prevail,
and our Republic shall emerge from that guif in which
she is sinking ; ard instead of beholding the melanchol-
ly prospect that now meets our view, we shall soon hal
with rapturous delight, the returning days of our Pros.
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perity and Glory.  Falschood will retire to his own na:-

tive dominions, and Errour to his shadowy domain.
‘The principles of the * Terrible Republic’” shall na
longer prevail in the councils of the nation, and all that
shall be seen of Democracy, will be her deadly and
poltuted rums. Civil and Religious Laberty shall find
4 lasung residence in our Republic, and Peace  shall
wave her downy pinions over united America—For
the Palladium of our Liberty shall be sccured from the
rude grasp of the Gallic Diomedes, and the Ark of our
Covenant shall be returncd from the house of Dagon.



