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AN

ORATION.

IN the celebration of this day, fellow citizens,
we a& in concert with all parties of our great
Republic. This day, when, like a2 new ftar in
the heavens, we appeared among the govern-
ments of the world, gives hilarity of fpirit, and
elevation of fentiment, to every clafs of the
American people.

ThHoucH in the fmaller concerns of life we
have our interfering claims and oppofite views,
yet in the orb of day we have one harmonious
intereft, one common felicity. So on other fub-
jects we have our different political opinions ;
but in the celebration of this political jubilee all
parties have an equal intereft ; here we all mect
on friendly ground. May harmony of feelings

gladden the pafling moments.
THE
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T1e antiquity and benefits of anniverfary cele-
brations, a few objects of the American revolu-
tion, and an addrefs to the military, now invite
your friendly attention..

ANNIVERSARY celebrations have been confid-
ered ufeful from the early ages of time. The
firft event commemorated by ftated feftivals,
which has come down to us from antiquity, is
the deluge of Noah. With facred rites and fol.
emn proceflions this event was celebrated in -
Egypt, Syria, and Canaan.* This for ages was
a ftanding evidence of the event, kept alive a
fear of divine judgments, was a prefling argu.
ment to a holy life.

A counciL from all the States of Greece met
annually at Platae ; the inhabitants were confe.
crated to the fervice of the gods, to be employed
only in offering prayers and facrifices for the
welfare of Greece, becaufe to them was afcribed
the honor of a vittory over the Perfians.t This
had a tendency to keep alive a martial fire in

thofe

Yo

* See Faber on the Cabiri, and Bryant’s Analyfis ¢£ An.
cient Mythology.
§ Plutarch.
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thofe ancient republics. The Paflover of the
Hebrews, the Chriftmas of Chriftians, and the
Hegira of Mahometans, have had their influence
on {ociety.

IN modern times anniverfary celebrations may
be numbered among the permanent inftitutions
of fociety. The birth and death of diftinguithed
perfonages, the revolutions of Rates, and various
other events, are publicly celebrated. Among
thefe, none perhaps are more important than re-
volutions in government. No revolution in the
records of hiftery has higher claims to lafting re-
membrance than the eftablithment of the Ameri-
can Republic. Not one has had a more reafona-
ble caufe, jufter principles, or a more happy iflue.
So definite was the objed, fo noble the defign,
fo profound the meafures of our country, that a
recurrence to the revolution itfelf muft always be
falutary, and fometimes neceflary.

THis is the birth day of our nation. This day
our fathers declared they would be free and inde-
pendent.  Immediately the government aflumed
a new form, the laws a new direltion, public
opinion a new impulfe, and the people a new

charatter.
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chara&ter. A retrofpet of firft principles, like a
college of cenfors, may reftore the purity of other
times. We fee how the corner ftones of the go-
vernment were laid, how the fabric rofe, and
what was the original form.

- Tae liberty which our fathers fought was not
an imaginary phantom ; it was not the deftroy-
ing demon, which in fome countries has broken
all the bonds of fociety, and then bound its vo-
+aries in the iron chains of defpotifm. Our fa.
thers were too wife to purfue, too honeft to wifh,
fuch an obje&. They only defired to be faithful
ftewards, affe@ionate children; to execute the
truft, to preferve inviolate the facred inheritance,
they had received from their renowned ancef-
tors.* They fought not innovation or change,
but from neceflity. Of new and unknown privi-
leges they had no idle dreams. To defend their
agriculture and commerce, their inftitutions, fa-
cred and civil, was their higheft ambition. Their
rights were tyrannically affauited ; they indig-
nahtly repelled the affault. Accordingly, in the
far-famed Declaration of Independence, com-

plaints

* See Addreffes of the American Congrefs prcvnous to
July 4, 1776.
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plaints of injuries are multiplied, but no paradife
of new pleafures is defcribed ; no era of new
felicities is named. Though it was an objeét to
roufe all the energies of the country, the people
were not flattered with any Utopia of novel pri-
vileges. The thought was too abfurd, too wick-
ed, to be whifpered to the populace. Our fathers
were never amufed with the chace of political
rainbows; nor ferioufly employed in fabricating
volcanoes for the fport of feeing villages, towns
and kingdoms blown to the four winds of hea.
ven,

Awmone the reafons of the Declaration was,
The king of Great Britain “has made judges de-
pendent on his will for the tenure of their offices,
and erected a multitude of new offices ; he has
kept ftanding armies among us in time of peace ;
he has combined with others to fubject us to a
jurifdiction foreign to our conftitution ; he has
cut off our trade, taken away our charters, alter.
ed the forms of our government, and excited
domeftic infurreétion.”” Here is evidence con.
clufive, that the object of the revolution was not
a new field of pofleflions, but the enjoyment of
the ancient inheritance, beyond the reach of a ty-

rant’s
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Fant’s arm. Our fathers were not enchanted
with a fairy land, where a political millenium
thines ; where no altars burn, no temples rife,
no God is owned, and family nameés are loft in
univerfal licentioufnefs ;* but they were attached
to the nghts they had poflefled, to the manners
they had adopted, to the venerable inftitutions
which had made them what they were. Thefe
they wére determined to preferve, or perith in
the conteft.

Tury had always defended themfelvés, when
affailed by their favage neighbors, or threatened
by European. powers ; with difdain, therefore,
they faw Britith armies landing on our thores,
¢« without the confent of our legifiatures.” This
right they fecured; this day we enjoy it. In
New-England alone are probably more than one
hundred and fifty thoufand troops, completely
furnifhed for the tented field. In this Common-
wealth are upwards of fixty-four thoufand.
Ranks of more vigorous men breathe not the
air of any country ; legions of more courageous
foldiers form not the armies of any prince or com.

mander.

~ % See Godwin, and Speeches in the National Convention
of France.
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mindet. Ye would, my friends, fmile at inva
fion, and defy the glittering arms and thundering
artillery of any foe.

It wis an obje& of our fathers in the revolu-
tion to eftablifh the right of legiflating for them.
felves, free from the degrading weight of foreign
influence and domeftic flavery. This they had al-
ways claimed; this they had demanded ; this
they had poffefled. Therefore was it an article of
formal comphaint in the declaration of indepen-
dence—The king of Great Britain * has refufed
to pafs other laws for the accommodation of large
diftri@s of the people, unlefs thofe people would
relinquifh the right of reprefentation in the legif-
lature, aright ineftimable to them, and formida.
ble to tyrants only.”’*

Ax independent judiciary was another jewel
in the crown for which we contended with one
of the moft formidable powers of the world.
Therefore it was complained, “He has made
judges dependent on his will.” To fecure a// the

B immunities

N

~* Is there any corceivable difference between the igno-
miy of relinquifhing the right of reprefentation, and giv-
ing imported flaves the power of nullifying that right 2
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immunities and privileges purchafed by the vir«
tue, the valor and bleod of their fathers, was the
object of the revolution. To give permanency
to their literary arrangements, their fchools and
colleges; to place their religious inftitutions be-
yond the unhallowed touch of foreign influence ;
to give all poflible fecurity to evangelical ordi-
nances ; to preferve the fimple manners, pure
morals, and fan&ifying religion, of other times,
our fathers put in jeopardy their property, their
reputation, their liberty and their lives. What
they wrefted by violence from the paw of the
Britith Lion, let us not lofe by floth and indiffer-
ence. Let us not, like Efau, fell our invaluable
birthright for a mement of fatal indulgence. Let
~ s not like prodigals throw away what. coft our
fathers their filver and gold, their eafe, their fafe-
ty, and their blood.

* Wourp you know the price of our privileges ;
the price of our independence ; the price of this
happy day, fo diftinguifhed in the hiftory of cur
country ¢ In mmagination then let us vifit the
frreets of Lexington and Concord, crimfoned
with the blood of the flain. There fathers and
fons fell by their own doors, in view of their dif-

trefled,
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trefled, diftratted families. Thence let us afcend
the heights of Charleftown; hear the artillery
roar ; {ee the veteran troops of Europe advance ;
fee the town wrapt in flame; fee your country-
men, your fathers, your brothers, falling on the
bloody hill. See the furvivors, parched with
thirft, fainting with hunger, exhaufted with fa-
tigue, attempting to efcape acrofs the beleaguered
Neck. : In the’ flight fee them faint, and fall,
and expire. See the wounded, forfaken, bleed-
ing, galping and dying. The valiant Warren
falls ; the friend, wounded by his fide, hardly
efcapes. Pafs on to Rhode Ifland ; there the bo-
dies of the flain cover the field of battle.. Pro-
ceed to Fort Grifwold ; in the morning fce the
enemy land ; they advance; they furround the
courageous garrifon ; the daring Briton, and
more cruel refugee, rufh forward, take the fort
by ftorm, and butcher every man they find.
Acrofs the Thames the blazing city* fills the
country with terror. Pafs on through the fmok-
ing ruins of Danbury, Fairfield and Norwalk ;
caft your eyes acrofs the Sound; behold your
fathers and fri.nds attacked, purfued and driv-
en from Long Ifland by one of the moft formida-

ble

* I;Icw-London.
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ble armies of the Britith empire. Vifit the pri.
fons of your captive brethren in New-York ; they
fall like leaves of autmn. Approach not that
dwelling of death, the Jerfey prifon-fhip ; to this
day the bones of your neighbors whiten the
beaches of the adjacent ifland. In a word, caft
your eyes from the St. Lawrence to the Savan-
nah. The footfteps of defolation, groaning hof-
pitals, fields of battle, fcenes of blood and death,
meet the eye from every quarter. The ftreets
of Quebec, the hills of Bennington and Saratoga,
the plains of Monmouth, Prihceton, and Ger-
mantown, are loaded with the bodies of the flain.
The waters of Champlain, the Hudfon, the De-
laware, and Brandywine, are red with American,
blood. Philadelphia, York, Charlefton, and Sa-
vannah, feel all the terrors of fiege and captivity.

Savy, ye thades of Montgomery and other he-
roes, who fell in the rage of battle ; fay, venera-
ble Warren, what is the value of our indepen-
dence ? Fallen on the fatal hill, life guthing from
thy wounds; no friendly hand to ftanch the
crimfon am, to raife thy head from the gory
turf, to adminifter a cordial, or to clefethine eyes;
in that awful moment, fainting and dying, what

- would
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would have been thine addrefs to thy beloved
country ? I die, my country, I die in defence
¢ of your native privileges ; with my laft breath
« | entreat you to defend with your fathers’ va.
« lor their facred inftitutions ; facrifice them not
¢ to vifionary fyftems of modern philofophifts,
€ or foreign adventurers.”

SucH is a faint view of the price our fathers
gave for our inheritance. They fought; they
bled ; they died ; and fhall they bleed and die in
vain ? Rather let everlafting execrations fall on
the man, who by flattery or force fhall attempt
to deprive you of your precious patrimony. Rob-
bed of this, what would be .the value of life to us,
~ the heirs of fuch anceftors? Had they been flaves;
had they taught us the drudgery of flaves; had
we inherited ftripes, and fcars, and chains, .we
might have borne them in filent, fullen patience :
but now would they be altogether intolerable.
In one way, and only in one way, is it poflible for
us to lofe this birthright, this high pre-eminence
among the nations; by negle@ing or abufing our
right of fuffrage. 'Whenever God fhall intend to
deftroy us, then will he give us up to this mad-
mefs; this will be the harbinger of our ruin.

While
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While we faithfully attend our eletions; while
we elevate none to office but men of talents and
integrity, the barriers of the ocean, the founda-
tions of the everlafting hills, are not more im-
movable than our rights and privileges. Thele
we fhall not lofe till we deferve to be flaves.

To juftify thefe refle®ions, do you not heara
warning voice from the tombs of the ancient re-
publics? ¢ Our government is changed and de-
ftroyed ; its name is blotted from exiftence.”
Geographers, hiftorians, and pelitical writers,
have deferibed a catalogue of republics ; but they
are vanifhed; their lamps are gone out ; they are
no where found. The United States of Ameri-
ca are the only remains of republican govern-
ments on the face of the globe. Does not this in-
creafe our refponfibility ? Is there not a fuppli-
cation in the gales from every climate and coun-
try ? < Be faithful, Oh ye American people;
be faithful not only to yourfelves, but be faithful
to us ; keep alive the celeftial fire to guide us in
the work of breaking our chains; preferve tous
one example of republican liberty, that we may

fayto our children, There is a pattern of nation-
al
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4l reform ; there fee what elevation and glory of
charadter a nation of freemen may attain.”

BUT the day is military; at the requeft of
the Officers of this Regiment, I ftand in this place.
To you, fellow citizens, I beg leave to addrefs
myfelf. The name of foldier in this country
conveys an impreflion of fecurity and fraternal
protection. In different ftates of {ociety, and un-
der different forms of government, the military
profeflion is exceedingly various. Among fava-
ges a martial charadter commonly predominates.
Every thing wears a hoftile appearance. Every
able man is a foldier. From childhood they are
inured to hardfhips, taught all the ftratagems -
and arts of their rude warfare. Their cuftoms
have generally a military fpirit. Their bufinefs,
their amufements, their ornaments, their honors,
are martial. ‘The fame implements, which pro-
cure their food and clothing, affail their enemies.
Many of their fongs are war fongs, their dances
war dances; their ornaments are terrible, and
their honors the rewards of perfonal valor. Their

national inftitutions breathe blood and deftruc-
tion. )

In
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I civilized fociety, profeflions are multiplied
and feparate. War in moft governments occus
pies only one clafs of the fubjets. Thefe have
peculiar maxims, and manners, and chdraéters;
and laws. Martial law is a branch of jurifpru-
dence. The military in fome countries i3 fo re-
moved from other profeflions, as to be the inftru-
ment and agent of their oppreflion and flavery.
- It is the grand engine of defpotifm in the hands
of ufurpers and tyrants. Not fo in our favored
land. Our foldiers are really citizens ; they are
our neighbors, our brethren, ourfelves. With a
few legal exceptions, ye are all the found and
vigorous part of the Commonwealth. Ye have
few appropriate laws. In your manners, your
" morals, your religion, you agrec with the com-
munity. The contagious licentioufnefs of Euro-
pean armies has not been wafted acrofs the Atlan.-
tic. One poifonous plant,hewever, more fatal than
the upas of Java, has been tranfplanted from the
military fields of Europe, and in fome of the
~ fates it has taken deeproot ; fent forth its branch-
es over the hills; bidden defiance to the fword
of the magiftrate; while death walks under its
fiade : but not a fhoot flourithes in New-Eng-

land 3
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Yand: duellmg is bere almoft unknown. A few, veés
1y few inftances difgrace the annals of thefe ftates.

WE trace the origin of this ferocious cuftom
to Francis, kmg of France, * who, in 1528, to vin-
dicate himfelf from the reproaches of Charles,
emperor of Germany, fent him a cartel of defi-
ance, gave him the lie in form, challenged him to
{ingle combat, requiring him to name the time,
and place, and weapons. Charles accepted the
challenge ; but after feveral meflages, and far-
cafms, all thoughts of the duel were laid afide.
But the example of two {uch illuftrious perfons
attradted attention, and produced a lamentable
change in the manners of Europe. The cuftom
of duels became common ; and thefe contefts of
honor were deftructive, like wars among the
nations. So infinitely important are the exam-
ples of diftinguithed men. If wicked, like falfe
beacons at the port of commerce, they decoy
mortals upon the rocks of deftrucion ; like the
violated tree of knowledge in paradife, they co-
ver the world with mifery and death.

LrrtLe did thefe royal madmen confider what
dire calamities they were pulling on the human

C ' race ;
* Dr. Robertfon.
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race; how many invaluable lives would be loft 3
how many orphans, deftitute and defencelefs,
how many widows, in all the anguifh of frantic
grief, would fwell the catalogue of hopelefs fuf-
ferers. Could they have feen the innumerable
murders which have followed, the rivers of tears
which have run down the face of forrow, and
heard the fighs and fhrieks of ruined families ;
would not their marble eyes have diflolved, their

hearts of iron been broken by the profpeét of un-
defcribable horror ?

PreviousLy to this, however, in a more barba-
rous age, when the arts of reading and writing
were little known, and evidence in courts obtain-
ed with difficulty, trial by judicial combat was
eftablithed by law. This was different from du-
elling ; it was an appeal to Heaven of perfonal
innocence. The vitor was fuppofed to be ac.
quitted by the judgment of God. It was a fpe-
cies of ordeal ; the fame kind of evidence, as if
the accufed, to prove his innocence, had plunged
his arm into boiling water, lifted a red hot iron,
or walked barefoot over burning ploughfhares,*

IN
* Robertfon.
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In New-England, men have not learned in thefe
barbarous methods to juftify themfelves from
crimes. Here men difregard the injuries they
reccive, or appeal to the righteous laws of the
Jand. This is the final refort; this terminates
all controverfy. The valiant {fons of New-Eng-
land have never fuppofed they owed their lives
to 2 man merely becaufe he had abufed them.
They have never found it a fufficient confolation
for injuries received, to expofe themfelves to one
infinitely greater. They have never fo calculat-
ed lofs and gain, as to imagine that throwing
themfelves on the point of their enemies’ {word,
or giving them leave to level the tube of death
at their vitals, was a fufficient compenfation for
any outrage on their perfons, their property, or
good name. That cuftom, which places the
blackeft crime, and moft fpotlefs innocence, the
beft man and moft gracelefs villain, precifely on
the fame ground, has never with us been thought
juft, or honorable, or decent. God forbids it ;
reafon and confcience approve the divine law.
Thou fhalt not murder, is the law of God. Blood
has a voice to roufe the heavens to anger. Will
the formality of fending a paper, called a chal-
lenge, alter the nature of the altion? Will the
thoughtful, deliberate circumftances of confider:

ing
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ing and determining on the meafure, of fele@ings
and agreeing with a fecond, of writing and fend-
ing the challenge, of appointing the time, and
place, and weapons, and mode of the combat, of
writing and figning and fealing a Iaft will and
teftament ; will all thefe, or any other circum-
ftances of refleftion, take away the malignity of
malice aforethought, which is the effence of mur-
der? What enchantment is in this procefs, which
changes crime into innocence, and infamy into
reputation ?" Is it the challenge, the naming of the
time, and place, and inftruments ? Then may a
highwayman, going forth to rob aad murder,
provide a challenge, prefent this te the traveller,
appointing the prefent time and place for the on-.
fet, pierce him to the heart, 2nd be: called a brave
man and a hero. Inftead of a gallows, let him bQ
elevated to fome poft of honor.

“ ArL this is wrong,” it will perhaps be faid;
¢ but how fhail we avoid the combat, when,
¢ challenged ? Our reputation for courage, our
¢ dignity of character, will be loft; boys in the
¢ ftreet will point the finger of derifion.”*

Tue fpeaker in his turn begs leave to inquire,
how it is poflible for a man of virtue, of courage,

of humanity, or of refletion, to engage in 2 duel.
Ir



[ 21 )

I he be a man having a fhadow of virtue,
will he not fear the great God, who has forbid
murder, who has faid that all murderers thalt
have their part in the lake which burneth with
fire and brimftone? If he be a man of courage,
will he not defpife the challenge of the wicked,
and difdain the {neer of fools? Shall fuch 2 man
a3 I flee from infult to the field of d/eod ?

Ir he be 2 man of humanity, will he not cer-
tainly confult with his family on this awful oc-
cafion ? Heis going to a fcene of danger; he is
rufhing to fingle combat with his equal, and with
cqual weapons, or he violates the laws of honor.
There is, therefore, an equal chance, that if one
falls, he may be the man. See Lim then enter
the apartment of his companion. His looks
awaken terror. He tells her—but his tongue
falters—he tells her, that he is going to engage
in a duel ; that in a few hours fhe may be a
widow, and their children orphans. He charges
her to be faithful in the education of their chil
dren ; he charges them to be obedient to her ; he
fupplicates a divine blefling on them; he gives
them a kind embrace; he bids them a tender
farewel ; he goes— No, his own words
have :rcproached himfelf. * How can LY faith

he,
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ke, ¢ expe&® my widow to be faithful to our
children, when I am voluntarily expofing myfcJf
to neglect them forever? How can I expe
them to obey her, when I am bidding defiance
to the laws of man? How can I expeét God to
hear my prayers, when I am trampling on one
of his moft facred commands ?”’> He trembles ;.
he relents; is it poflible for him to proceed?
Suppofe his fury returns, or that his high fenfe
of honor rekindles his refolution ; fuppofe he has
fuch confidence in his own fkill in direting the
weapons of death, that he has no fear of falling ;
let him then anticipate the moft fuccefsful iflue
of the event. Let him in imagination rufh from
the tears of his family ; let him reach the ap-
pointed fpot; let the feconds meafure the ground,
and place the combatants; let him raife the fatal
inftrument s .calmly aim at the heart of his foe. .
He falls; he ftruggles ; he is gone ; he is covered
with blood, and pale in death. Let him attend
the feconds and furgeons with the body to its late
dwelling. At the door he meets the fhrieking,
diftra&ed widow ; he hears the cries of the chil-
" dren and domeftics. He hears their frantic re-
proaches, ¢ Reftore my hufband ; reftore our fa-
ther ; who will provide our fupport ; he was the
beft of hufbands, the beft of fathers, Long fhould -
we
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we have been happy, had not this cruel murderer*
thed his blood.” To the viftor this laft fcene
muft remain ideal ; for before the bleeding body
is conveyed from the fatal fpot, he muft fly ; fly
from his vi¢tory, fly from his own dear family,
fly from his native ftate. Notwithftanding the
praife and honor anticipated by the duellift, pub-
lic opinion is too correé, ftern juftice is too vigi-
lant, to fuffer him to remain in fafety. To doube
this would thow ignorance of public opinion in
this part of the country. Voluntary banithment
for life is the lighteft punifhment for the victo-
rious duellift. Like Cain, he hides from the pre-
fence of God, and his former friends. Awful
Juftice, while the draws her fword againft f{maller
crimes, would not fuffer a- wretch to live in im-
punity, covered with blood. Is it pofitble, then,
for a man of refleftion to proceed to fingle com-
bat ?

WHILE we thus fpeak, is it not evident that
the fubjects we have difcufled are deeply im-
prefled on your hearts? When have our fhores.
been crimfoned with the blood of a ducllift ?
We have read of fuch events; we have heard of
fuch perfons ; but we never faw their frightful

vifage. Thefe marfhalled companies of infantry,
that
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that body of cavalry, this concourde. of unarmed
citizens, fhow: your refpe& for anmverﬁtry oele-
brations. Your well known attention to the‘
rights of fuﬂ'rage, proves your ftrong attachment
to Columbian independence. For their love of
order, their obedience to law, their pradtice of
morals, or their reverence for religion, it may be
prefumed, without flattery or arrogance, that ne
fection of the continent is more diftinguifhed.

Pnoﬁan, my friends, in the path marked by
the fteps of your pious forefathers, with their
daring valor defend the inheritance received from
them ; fupport their civil and facred inftitu-
tions ; devoutly cherifh them as ye do the blood
which rolls through your hearts ; cultivate thir
heavenly virtues, and follow their meritorious
examples ; then, arriving at the land of filence,
where the confufed noife of the warrior fhall
ceafe, and garments rolled in blood no more be
feen, the Captain of our’ falvation will receive
you as faithful foidiers, who, having fought a
good fight and kept the faith, fhall receive a
crown of righteoufnefs, and with legions of an-
gels {well the chorus of immortal praife,



