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AN ORATION.

meaenylld ¢ P

Fellow Citizens, aud Brethren,

NOTHER revolving year bears round the birth-
| day of American Freedom. Whilft the heart
‘of every patriotic American thrills with extacy at the
recolle€tion of the ever memorable fourth of July,
1776, when our political fathers dared to affert their
injured rights, to throw the gauntlet, and **-bid de-
fiance to the gigantic greatnefs of Britain ;” permit
me to congratulate you on the return of another An-
niverfar of our National Independence.

Cur hearts, if not adamantine, muft dilate with
‘gratitude to that Being, who controuls the fates of
nations, who {ways unbounded the fceptre of the
univerfe, that we have in fo great a degree experien-
ced his paternal care, ever fince our venerable fore-
fathers for{fook the luxuriant {oil of Britain, rifqued
their fortunes and their lives o the boifterous ocean,
and took up their refidence in the dreary wildernefs,
furrounded with ruthlel(s favages, whole brutal (ouls
delight in murderous dceds.

When we contraft our privileges with thofe which
are enjoyed by Europeans, we have the greateft rea-
fon to rejoice that we were born Americans, e
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pehold the ancient inftitutions of the >ld world fub.
verted ; revolutions, like the eftlels waves of the
ocean, rolling on in rapid fucceflion, urging forward,
and obliterating the traces of their predeceflors.—
Liserty and EQuatity, two fpetres of horrid af,
pe&, offspring of Chaos, reeking with blood, lead the
van of deftrution. They brandifh their magic wand,
and palaces change to cottages ; learningis proftrated
at the footflool ol ignorance ; property becomes the
common flock of man ; vice receives the appellation
of virtue, and all rational government and real reli-
gion are overwhelmed with a flood of calumny, and
fink in ruins.  All oblization:, mnatural, civil, and
moral, are difcarded ; 1denels yevels on the {poils of
induftry ; power and right become {ynonimous ; ufur-
pation and tyranny, with all their concomitant evils,
are termed the happy ieign ¢f Liberty and Equality ;
and the laws of God acd man, are trampled under
foot with all the marks of {fovercign contempt,

Shall we not then.rejoicc.  +hat-our political ftate
of probation is ftill prolenged ? that true Liberty,
offspring of heaven, has not yet winged her flight
from our happy fhores? Making thefe United States
the temple of her refidence, the has fhielded us from
the envenomed fhafts of our enemies, and enabled us
to preferve inviolate, the independence tran{mitted to
us by our fathers, whilft the fertile fields of Europe
are drenched in blo2d, their cities er:veloped in flames,
and defolation, with haughty firides, wanders over
the folitary waftes.

The return of another anniverfary of our National
Independence, prompts us to paule, to take a retro-
fpective view, to recall to mind the glorious atchieve-
ments of thofe patriots, who fought, and bled, 1n
defence of their country’s rights, to hail the memora-
ble day, when a nation, whole patience had been ex-
haufted by reiterated and unprovoked infults and
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abufes, deeply impiefled with the confcioufnefs of
their own reflitude, and appealing to the fupreme
+ arbiter of events for the jufticc of their caufe, determi-
ned on manly refiftance, refolving to live i:ee or die.

The fituation of America has been of a peculiar
nature. We cannot fay with any nation on earth,
we were once opprefled with the galling chains of
defpotifm, but having burft them afunder, we have
emerged from flavery to liberty, from darkmefs to
Iight. No! We will not infult the manzs of our
fathers, by -aflerting, that they were ever in bondage
to any power on earth ; but we will declare with the
illuftrious Wathingron, we were * born in a land of
freedom.”

* Our fathers, driven by perfecution from their native
home, explored and fettied the uncultivated wilds of
North-America. The love of freedom ftimulated
them to endure every hardfhip, that human nature
conld fuftain, rather than bow their necks to the
yoke of bondage. They prefered the ¢ humble cot-
tage, whilft bleft with liberty, to gilded palaces fur-
rounded with the enfigns of flavery.” They were
compelled to ftruggle with many hardfhips, before
their refidence became fixed and permanent. On one
fide, they beheld the wide fpread ocean, feparating
them from their mother country ; on the other, either
wild beafts prowling thro the wildernefs, or the crucl
favage, whofe unrelenting foul {miles horribly at the
tortures of his unhappy vitim, with uplifted toma.
hawk prepared to crimfon it with their blood.—
In this forlorn condition, whilft the peftilence which
walketh in darknefs, thinned their feeble ranks, they
banifhed all defponding cares from their breafts, and
whilt thcy bravely flemmed the torrent of multipli-
ed hardfhips which threatned to overwhelm them,
Flaced their reliance on heaven, and dared to hope

or fuccels. A few revoiving years changed the [cenc.
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The lofty forclts were lcvelled, and converted into
cultivated fields, and the favage inhabitants driven
back. Cities now rife where onc= the favage hunter
roamed, Commerce fpreads its canvafs to the propi.’

tious gales, fplendid manfions are now beheld where -
once the lonely coitage ftood, and opulence fucceeds

to poverty.

Mutuzl Jove and efteem exifted between the mother
country and the colonies, and the benefits refulting
to both, were reciprocal.  Whilft Britain furnithed
us with her manufa€tures, and afforded us prote&tion
againft both civilized and favage foe, we, with filial
love and gratitude, acknowledged her beneficence,
and in retarn, furnithed her with the produétions of
ourfoil. Thus, whilft we were in the full fruition of
felicity, under the refplendent rays of the fun of Li-
"berty, the infernal counfel of Lord North, appeared
like a ‘dark and portentous cloud; - whofe menacious
afpe& filled our minds with * gloomy care and dif-
contént.” From the year 1765, when the impolitig
plan " of taxing the colonies without thicir confent,
‘was adopted, we may date the unhappy contention be-
tween the two countries, which forever diflolved the
‘bonds of amity, with which we had bcen united, and
terminated in our Incependence. It was then, that
the ftamp at was paffed, which raifed an univerfal
refentment in the breafts of- Americans.’ The next
year this odious tax’ was repeaied ; but not content,
{atan-like, they muft further try the patience of the
colonies, and the following year produced the tea a&.
The ftorm now began to thicken apace, and foon
over{pread the horizen.- At Lexington, in 1775, the
‘decifive blow was ftruck, which infli€ted a ' wound that
"baflled the ikill of all who attempted to heal its ma-
lignity.  Here flotwed the firlt American blood, that
‘'was fhed ‘n this unnatural conteft. Fere was the
hrit oblation at the (hrine of Liberty. This was the
fire, which, like the cle&iric fluid, fhot through the

>
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land, and fired the breafls of all with revenge, from
Main to Georgia ; from the thores of the Atlantic, to
the rapid waves of the Mifhfippi.

¢ Having exhaufled the cup of reconciliation with
Britain to the laft drop,” the people of thele ftates, by
tieir delegates in Congrels aflembled, appealing to
the Supreme Ruier of the univerfe, for the re@Qitude
of their conduQ, and the juftice of their caufe, on
the memorable 4th of July, 1776, declared, that
“ TueEsE STATES ARE, AND 0z RIGHT OUGHT TO
B8 FREE AND INDEPENDENT.”

. The Rubicon was now pafled. The fatal die was
thrown, which forever fevered the two nations, and
could not be recalled. Britain, too late opened her
eyes to behold her former folly, in adopting coercive
meafures. She foon offcred to treat, but America
{purned her infiduous offers with manly contempt,
and would negociate only as an independent people.
Trufting in Him who had ever bésn to thém a wall of
defence, and a munition -of rocks, they ranged them-
felves under the ftandard of the immortal Wathing-
ton, and defied the menaces of their afpiring foes.
On one fide, was feen the regular troops of Britain,
with their auxiliaries, marfhalled in dread array, for
the avowed defign of fubverting the liberty of a free
people. On the other, a virtuous and magnanimous
nation, with LiBerTy or DeaTn, on their lips, con-
tefting manfuily for their conftitutional and inherent
rights, and firuggling to eicape the fatal gralp of def-
potifm. On onc fide, was beheld the veterans of Eu-
rope, trained to the art of war from their eatlicft years,
and condufled by the moft celebrated commanders
of the age ; on the other, an undifciplined militia,
unacquainted with the {cience of human butchery.
Thus, without any efficient government, deftitute of
arms, without a treafury, without a navy to proteét
our leng extended fhores from the ravages of an ene-
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my, we  contefted manfully for our rights ; and re-
turning peace, with wreathes of laurel, crowned us
triumphant, and enrolled us on the lift of Fame, as a
free, foverexgn and independent Nation.

'When then do we behold the time that we were
flaves 7 Who will accufe our fathers of ever daftard-
l{‘ crouching to the uplifted arm of defpotifm ? Wag
the iron yoke of bondage ever laid upon their necks ?
or were they ever manacled with chains ? No! no
fooner did they hear the clanking of chains intended
for them and their pofterity, than the fhrill clarion
founded, and all America was roufed into adion.

France, , to humble the pride of Britain, aided us m
our revolutlonary conteft ; but her views were mer-
cenary, and when her helhih plans were ripe for ex-
ecution, {. threatened us with deftru@ion ; prefent-
ing to our view the milerable condition of thofe Eu-
ropean republics, which the had bafely rifled of all
they held moft dear. .. . .,

The long catalogue of infults and abufes which we
have received, are t0o recent to be forgotten. I fhall
therefore pafs over them in filence. The waﬁmg
hand of time fhall never blot them from our remem--
brance, but fucceedmg ages fhall rehearfe them, aftet
many generations fhall have flept “in dull cold mar-
ble,” and mouldered into duft. Happy was it for
Ameri ica, that fhe then had a wife and energetic ad-
mlmftratxon whofe language was, * Mn.x.:ous FOR
DEFENCE, BUT NOT A CENT FOR TRIBUTE.

The hollow irumpet founds, 0 arns! To ARMs!
and the patriotic fons of Columb‘a with the coruf-
cant weapons of deftrultion, range themfelves under
the unfurled ftandard of their infulted country, and
the immortal Wathington is again beheld in front of
the embattled ranks. Qur infant navy launches into
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the deép, and (weeps the ocean of her enemi:'s.-=
Tke doubling thunder of Truyton, echoes through
che vaft expanfe, and intimates to France, what ti1-
bute muft be expe@ed from the hardy foas of free.
dom. Gentle zephyrs waft our navy to vifory over
the cerulean deep, whillt the tricoloured flag, which
had been planted in triumph on the ramparts of the
firong holds of Europe, and which ever foreboded de.
firu&ion to all oppofition, wherever it was unfurled,
now droops at the approach of the American Eagle.

Aiver this brief retrofpe@, can any one who has-
that aMor paTriE glowing in his breaft, which
warms the bofom of every true patriot, can he view
with calm moderation the unprovoked infults, which
have been offered us by the Europeau powers ? Can
he forget that heis an American, and huzza tueir
viCtories ? The feventeenth of July, 1798, is an im-
portant era in American affairs. It was then, that
our conne&ions with France were diffolved, and

tholc dire bands which bound us, rent in pieces,

We are now free from all entangling alliances.—
We have efcaped the expanded jaws of the Britith
lion, and eluded the fraternal embrace of French
equality. Whiift Britain and France in their conteft
for power, have covered Europc with defolation,—
whilft the fleets of Britain have whitened the ocean
with their canvafs, and nding triumphant, have {wept
the azare deep of all oppofers ; whilft the ftrong arm
of ambitious France, has {mote the continental pow-
ers of Europe, humbled the pride of Germany, cruth-
ed the power of Spain, engulphed the independent
Republics, and converted herfelf into a Golgotha ;
America, with men of firmne{s and wifdom at the
helm of political affairs, has effe@ually refifted the
power of Britith and Gallic arms, and evaded the-
poifon of French philofopby. The direful torch of
difcord, which was enkindled in th: Gallic™on, is

B
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pointéd <owards’ Hellaud, and fhe expires in: the
fraternal embrace of her fifter Republic. - Itis huned
at Genoa, Geneva, Venice, and.the confederate cans
tons of Switzerland, and property is wrefted fram the
hands of the owners, their cities and - their villages
are crouded with Gallic pillagers ; churches, and
houfes, * fink in floods of fire,” and the liberty .ef-
tablithed by Tell, expires in the fraternal bug of
French equality. The ragged cliffs of Switzerland,
aqnce moiftened with the blood of oppreflors,. and
whofe bones f{till lie ** whitening over the fields,” be-
comes the flaughter-houfe of patriots. It was:pomt.
ed towards America, flathed acrofs the broad Atlan.
tic, where, cherithed by Genet, and his hellifh coad+
jutors, it threatened foon to be fanned into a flame,
But our rulers; by their wife. and. magnanimous con.
du&, warded off the impending ftorm, -rent the man-
tle of darkne(s which was faft encircling us, and 2
calm again {ucceeded. - L

Citizens oy Corumaia | You are now free : but:
be not lulled into a fatal fecurity; for your inde.
pendence is - jeopardy. Remember, that onr you
devolves the important duty, of tranimitting to yonr
pofterity uncontaminated, the freedom of yeur ancef-
tors. If you would maintain your independence,
adhere finiétly to the morals and religion. of your
pious forefathers. It is a folemn truth, which expe-
rtence verifies, that without religion, no nation can
Jong exilt. . The fafts .which have appeared in the
world, will ftand as everlafting monuments. to the
truth of this affertion, whilft the fine [pun theories of
1nfidels, will only exhibit the folly of their projeétors.
We-are amply {upplied with materials for proving,
that public happinefls cannet be maintained, where
the hydra of infdelity, rears aloft her many heads,
and impioufly triumphs. over the facred inRitution of
religion. Let a nation he once perfuaded tha: there
3sno God but Reafon, and that death is an cternal
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ficep, and they will be prepared for tac moft stvocious
villairries, and nothing will deter thens from commit<
ing-crimca o inc biackeft die. “All incentives to vir.
rue will ‘be removed, all tarriers in eppofition to vice
broken down, when a new fcene will opea to our view,
tco dreadful to relate, too horrible for the imagina-
tion to conceive. Turn youreyes for a few moments
towards France, that nation of infidels, that fink of
wickednefs, that contemner of God, amd terror of
man, and you will find the.trath of this affertion
cxemplified. This nation began its awful career, by
denying the exiftence of a God, and a Rate of retn-
botion, which duly prepared them for: the perpetra-
tion of crimes, the moft atrocious, that could be de-
vifed by the united counfels of Pandemontam. The
hallowed temples of God were demelifhed, the holy
volame of infpiration was cffered upin facrificé on
the aitar of Reafon, while millions ot the human race
breathed out their fouls beneath the bloody guille-
tfinc, Thus was this fthattered bark toffed upon the
WY IMPESTUOUS SEA OF LIBERTY,  befmeared with
the blood of the murdered, and refounding with the’
groans of the dying ; whilft the infatuated crew were
amufed with the facinating found of Liberty and
Equality.

The vaft influx of foreigners, and their elevation to
places of truft and profit, is another fource, from which
our independence 1s endangered. If a natiom is once
overrur: with foreign renegadoes, candidates for the
" gaol and gibbet, fhe Randson the vprae of deftru&tion,
ready to take the fatal . plunge, and fooner or later,
mufl fall a prey to thefe outlandifh villains, whom
fhe has received and cherithed in her bofom. That
p.agriotic love, which glows in the breafls of native
Citizens, 1s not felt by thele migrating cofmopolites.
They arrive in this country with their paflions heated
1n favor of fome Europcan power, which they vicw as

2 grand luminary, around which America, as a fatel-




(12 )

Jite revolves. They are the fit tools of ambiticus
demagogues, and may be feen in every infurre&ion,
where the profpeét of gain is held up to their view ;
and they would equally regret the overthrow of our
national government, and the fubverfion of the Turk-

ith monarchy.

Fellow citizens, rally round your violated confti-
tution, your ark of fafety, and fuffer not yourfelves
to be [tripped of your dear bought rights, the inheri-
tance of your anceftors. The blood of thoufands,
who fell in your defence, is heard,—* Li1vE FREE OR
pie.” If you wouild maintain your Independence
inviolate, be prepared for peace or war. With .
union for your motto, extend with one hand the olive
branch of peace, and with the other brandifh the fla. °
ming {word of power. ¢ refolved, that you will
never behold the Ameriean eagle checked in its tow-
ering flight, and unfledged to decorate a Britifh coro-
net, or a French cap, with its brilliant plumes ; but
that your Independence fhall be commenf{urate with
your exiftence.

FINIS.
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