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AT an Annual Meeting of the Pennfylvania Society of the
Cincinnati, held at the State Houfe, in Philadelphia, July
st 1791—

O jﬂoiéaé: Refolved,

THAT the Thanks of this Society be prefented to
RoBERT PorTER, Efquire, for the ORATION; delivered
by him yefferday ;- and that he be requefted to furnifh the
Society with a - Copy for Publication.

Extract from the Minutes,

JOSEPH HOWELL, SEC’RY.



TO0 THE HONOURABLE
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"HENRY KNOX, Esquirk,

Late MajorR-GENERAL in the ARMIES of the UNITED
STATES, SECRETARY for the DEPARTMENT of W AR,
and SECRETARY of the GENERAL OSOCIETY of the

CINCINNATI.

I contemplating on a charaler to fhield this
performance, the youthful eflay of dutitul indif-
cretion, from the darts of the ill-natured and
uncandid, I could think of no perfon more pro-
per than yourfelf. The patronage of a gentle-
man, who poflefles fuperior abilities, joined with
a generous and noble hears, will draw a veil |
over its defe&ts. Poilibly it may bring to your
recolle&tion, fome of the {cenes _df the Ameri-
rican Revolution, which you had {o great a
fhare in accomplifhing. I am a {lranger to flat-
tery; but it is notorious that your name {tands

already recorded in the Book of Fame, among

the Worthies, for a continued feries of great
A 2 and
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and good {ervices to your country. Your
conduét in domeftic life is as amiable, as it is

luftrious i public.

With every fentiment of relpe(t,
¥ have the honour to be, Sir.
Y our mofit obedient,
humble {fervant,

RoBErT PORTER.

PRILADELPRIA, Fuly 6ih, 1791,



AN ORATION, &

L. ADIES and GENTLEMEN,

¥ NN thole countries, where the love of Libertv
has prevailed in the greateit degree, it has
been thougnt wilely conducive, to encreale the
oenerous flame, that Orations {hould be deliver-
ed in commemoration of events produétive of
human felicity. Revolving years have ulhered
1in the Anniveriary of that day, which hailed our
country Free and Independent. I have had the
honor to be appointed by this refpeltable So-
ciety to prepare and pronounce the anniverfary
Oration-of 1791. I am afra:d, that I have un-
dertaken a tafk not fuited to my years, genius,
or capacity. It 1s not enough, thar inclination
merely fhould preferibe, and take the lead
A 3 (Genius

o



( 6 )

Genius muit attend and fupport her. I am
doubtful that in my very out-fetting here, I have
thrown an mfuperable bar in the way of pro-
ceeding, as I could wifh, with any colour of pro-
priety. Introducedin the early part of my youth
among you, my former fellow-foldiers, with rap-
ture Iam impelled to pay homage to that glorious
confli&t, remarkable for the progreflive increafe
of human happinefs ; and yet all the homage I
can pay, 1s quite too low for this illuftrious fubjeét.

And any lentiments I have to offer on this occa-

{ion are {carcely worthy of being brought for-

ward, before fo polite and difcerning an audi-
cnce. However, in honourable attempts, there
may be fome merit, or at leaft admiflible ex-

cufe, though one fhould fail of what might be

defired. I proceed, relying on your candour

and genercus indulgence.

I canxoT help congratulating my country
upon the noblenefs of our origin. In other nati-
ons, their eftablifhment is generally buried in the
ruft of time, and is totally unknown : or when it

has been difcovered, itis {fo mean and contempti-
ble,
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ble, that their eloquent writers have been under
the neceflity of concealing it with all the graces

of poetical fition. Rome, the miftrefs of the
world, owed her origin to a hardy band of ruf-
fians, the outlaws of other focicties : yet we find

her admired hiftorians fo afhamed of their de-

{cent, that with the utmoft {tretch of ingenuity,
they attempted to derive their anceftry from the
1rojans. It is our peculiar fituation that from
the firft fettlement of this country, the love of
civil and religious liberty was the predominant
paflion of its inhabitants. As it has been hap-
pily exprefled, ¢¢ Fierce Oppreflion, rattling in
her left hand the chains of tyranny; and bran-
difhing 1n her right hand the torch of perfecu-

tion, drove our predeceflors from the coafts of
Furope. Liberty, benevolent and ferene, point-

ing to a cornucopia on one fide, and to a branch
of olive on the other, mvited and conduéted

them to the American fthores.”’

"The {ecurity
of Property, and Freedom in Religion, roufed ali
the latent powers of induftry, and taught our

fore-fathers to {furmount the greateft obftacles,

and
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and convert a dreary wildernefs into a profper-

ous and flourifhing country.

For a confiderable time Great-Britain thew-
ed a maternal fondnefs for her colonies.  And
the colonies acted the part of dutuful children.
All was harmony and love. Reciprocal a&s of
friendfhip were received. We, foregoing every
advantage, which we might have derived from
a trade with foreign nations, confented to export
to Great-Britain, what it was for her interelt to
receive. And we received in return whatever
was for her advantage to {end us. We even
expofed ourfelves to an enervating luxury, be-
caufe the mother country was benefited by vend-
ing thofe articles. We fent our raw materials, -
with which Providence had bleffed the country,
" to be manufa&ured for us, {fo that her arcizans
might meet with fufficient employmen:t. We
granted that fhe fhould regulate our commerce
for her advantage. We fought and bled by
her fide with bravery and magnanimity againit
her enemies. She treated us in return as a ju-

dicious mother does her dutiful children. She

nouriithed
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nourifhed and favoured us, and delighted in our
proiperity. Her prote&ting arm was extended to
us. She bound us to her, by the {trong ties of ai-
fettion and intereft : and contented herfelf with a
‘moderate fhare of power. We were ripidly
rifing to that dignity and honour never before

known among mankind. We were the envy and

admiration of the world. Great-Britain, when fhe

had thus arrived to the zenirh of her political

grandeur, and {ailed the acknowledged {overeign
of the f{ea, fuddenly changes fiom her ufual con-
duct, and contraéts all the narrow views of an
ilitberal {tep-dame. - A country famous for the
growth of Iiberty, which had repeatedlyendured

the greatelt ~‘h’i’1rdﬁ'nhs and difficuliies, rather

than part with that beloved objedt—it i1s a mat-
ter of regret that this country fhould entertain
.fuc‘l intolerant principles tixat her children fhould
not participate with her the bleflings of liberty ;
but that fhe fhould undertake to fup the very
foundations of that ineftimable privilege 1n her

colonies. An infidious pelicy took place in her

el

cabinet. Anxious to iupport her treafury inall
her claffes of venality and corruntion, {he deter-

IMICS

"
Ir#" ﬁWﬁ'ﬂ#:“ MF"' r

[ 3
L3 LY
I.I . "I,'_.‘-I‘...d-

F a 3
o C P

. "'- .ll""_':_,p T

. —- e ¥ P
gy T AR T
» )

L .

i

e,
I
* E



i)
b4

( 10 )
mines that an arbitrary taxation fhall prevail
>

through all her provinces. Intoxicated with

greatnefs, {he wifhes to imitate imperial Rome,

and. fuffer a glimmering of liberty to remain at

‘the center, but to extend the darknefs of tyran-

ny with all its odious trappings to her colonies,
and make them groan under the extremity of

{flavery.

NortuIiNG was held out to our view, but un-
conditional fubmiflion, and abje& flavery ; or elle
we muit unfheath the defolating {word of war
sn the defence ~f our rights. It is the glory
and boaft of America, that in this dilemma {he
did not paufe or ponder; but nobly refolved to
pour out the laft drop of her blood at the altar
of Liberty, rather than facrifice the unalienable
rights of humanity to the demon, Arbitrary
Power. It mufl ftrike every perfon with afto-
nifhbment, that an infant and unformed nation,

unpraftifed in the arts, and unfurnithed with
the implements of war, fhould conceive the grand
idea of emancipating herfelf from the fhackles

of a monarchy famed for military {kill and prow-

els,
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efs, and whofe fleets and armies had often
{truck terror into ancient and powerful king-
doms, and thook them to the center.” We did
not irreligioully rufh into the war. But from
the one end of the continent to the other, we
appealed to our common Father for the juftice of
our caufe. We declared in the face of Heaven,
‘¢ That we were not the aggreflors in the war;
and that we meant by it, not to acquire or even
preferve dominion for its own fake, not con-
queﬁ or empire; or the gratification of refent-
ment, but folely to deliver ourfelves from op-
preflion; to gain reparation for injury ; and to
defend ourfelves againit men, who would plun-

3

der or deftroy us.”> - In this awful and tremen-
dous hour of danger, a kind {fuperintending Pro-
vidence {ent a godlike hero, whofe capacious
foul was a bulwark of fafety to his country, to
extricate us from this impending ruin. There
would be a degree of impropriety for me to at-
tempt to draw the charalters of thofe truly
ocreat men, who condué&ed in the cabinet and
field, the American Revolution ¢ From the
ogloom of unfuccefstul {fupplication to the fplen-
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dor of vitory, and acknowledged fovereignty.”’

It would look like flattery, and might offend the

delicate {enfibility of many of my audience,

who were principal adtors 1n thofe {cenes. Po-
i erity will doubtlefs do them juftice; nay, what
is fingular, their gallant adions, {till frefh in our
memory, pronounce their moft ample panegy-
vic. 1he hiltory of the world cannot pro-
cduce a fimilar revolution condulted with {o
much wildom and prudence. Some future
Xenophon will deleribe, how Franklin, the
admiration cf the world, unfolded the rights of

man to his opprefled countrymen, and began

the Revolution by lhus pen.

He will paint
with wuat bravery and magnanimity, Warren,

T

Monrtgomery, Mercer, and an hoit of Heroes,

CD
1

poured ocut tnew patrionic bloed, m the de-
tence of the {tandard of Liberty.—Ide will re-
late watn at zeai, our Galiaﬁt (overnor,

fed up the dmpoaam'} hopes of the citizens,

;.'.r

and broucht them to adt with e_._u.:,_g.cv and dif-
pelied the clouds of adverfity, which darkened
cuyr pouitical hemifnhere

TN o
A fri

L Y



( 13 )

THE noble a&tions of the generous Gates, will

- afford an ample field for defcription.--By captur-
ing a Britith force of 10,000 regular troops, he
made our caufe fathionable in Europe; ¢¢ It was
the hinge on which the Revolution turned.”
‘While military {cience has votaries, and the De-
fender of his Country is held in eftimation, the
name of Knox will be honcured with applaufe,
who conduéted with judgment the thunder of
‘war.—The much lamented Greene will produce
a pleafing light in the fouthern war. A brave
and good man ftruggling with adverfity, and by

the dint of abilities, at laft coming off viftorious.

WavnNE, that thunderbolt of war, will be
held in perpetual remembrance by a grateful
country. Lincoln, with St Clair, and many

-

others who might be mentioned, will enliven
‘the. pi&ture by their illuftricous merits. The
hiftorian will defcribe how the Mo/2 Worthy with
more than human prudence conduéted the Re-
volution with his fword. INor will the fervices
of the late Superintendent of Finance pafs un-

noticed,
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noticed. It may be truly {aid of him, that by
his credit, he finithed the arduous confliét.

ArTER a bloody conteft of eightyears, our In-

- dependence was completely accomplithed. Itis

a Revolution that hath i1lluminated the world,
and refleCted the greatelt advantages to man-
kind. How much has France profited by the
oenerous aid the afferded us! Her officers and
foldiers were placed in the {chool of Freedom,
and here learnt the beauties and excellencies of
that heavenly {cience. The {fubjeéts of France
heard we were refifting oppreflion, and notwith-
ftanding the ariftocratic arts made ufe of to
blindfold them, and to liéep the caufes out of
view, which produced thofe effeéts; ftill it
roufed them to enquire into the principles of
the conteft, and that inquiry produced the fruits
of knowledge, which defpotifm laboured in vain
to deltroy.—It was here M. de la Fayette ac-
quired a more perfe& knowledge of the rights
of humanity. He eaﬂy difcovered a predilec-
tion for liberty, and a {cul animated by ardour.

When but a youth of nineteen years of age,
poflefied
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poflefled of the means of enjoyment, he quits the
lap of luxury, and embarks in the caufe of the

Americans with the moft difinterefted and gene-
rous zeal. And this at a time when intelligence

had arrived in Europe that the American infur-
gents,reduced to 2000 men, were fleeing through
Jerley before a Britifh force of 30,000. Great
‘and noble chara&er! While gratitude is ranked
among the virtues, my countrymen, let the
tribute of applaufe be ple.ntifully poured out

upon him. When he was not employed m

the field at the head of our armies, he was en-
gaged in learning the great principles of a free
government. When the war ended, 1n his af-
fe&ionate farewell, he breathed this noble {en-
timent from his magnanimous foul; ¢ May this
ogreat monument, raifed to liberty, {erve as a
leflon to the oppreflor, and an example to the

opprefled.””

Bv the return of the Irench officers and {ol-

diers to their native country, the beams of Ii-

berty fhone with greater eflulgence in France.

Nothing but an opportunity was wanting to
eftablifh
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eltablilh a frce government. HHappy, thrice
happy circumftance, that opportunity occurred !
And M. de la Ifayette, and his brave aflociates,
improved it to the greatelt advantage, for ‘the
benehit of the whoele community. A conftitution
is formed, built upon the pillars of freedom,

having the happinels of the people for 1ts bafis.

France! you arc truly fortunate in having a pa-
trrot Eing, wio bas been greatly inftrumental
in reftoring your rights. By his princely con-
dudt, your {recdom ceft but a few lives—our’s,
much blood and treafure. Realon diétated to
your chieftain, that liberty fhould be extended .

to his psoplf, to make them great and happy.

tneir brother, anc th::‘:‘:lr friend; that he cannot
be hanpy, but in their welfare; great, but in
their glory; powerful, but in their lberty;
rich, but in their profperity; and he can only
fufter, but in their affli¢tions.”” By his virtue
and patriotifin, he has acquired a more diéniﬁéd

titie than any monarch, the Kinc or FREEMEN.

YRANCE
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FranNcEe has not only profited by our example,
but the Old World bids fair to be regenerated by
the New. Therenovation of Great-Britain her-
{elt does not appear to be far diftant. The ma-
jority of her citizens treat, with contempt, the
horrid principles of the courtly Burke, and en-
lift in crowds under the banners of Common
Senfe. This is an age of revolutions. And the
political herefies of paflive obedience, non-refift-
ance, the divine right of kings, and that the

people were created to minifter to the pride and
‘ambition of their rulers, are fa{t wearing out;
and will caufe neither a figh, nor a groan in the
philanthropic mind, at their departure. The
world begins to awaken from the {lumbers into
which fhe has been lulled by arbitrary power.
The cabinet of kings can no longer prejudice
nation againft nation, by telling them that they
are natural enemies. ‘They begin to know one
another, and that knowledge begets a love for
cach other, and a defire to procure happinefs

for themfelves, and the great family of man-

kind. We have a well-founded hope, that the

period is not far remote when the reft of the
B world
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world will follow the laudable example of Ante-
rica and France; and conflru& governments,
that will embrace the happinefs of the many, and
not of the few.. We will {hortly fee the proud
oppreflors of humanity {truck with terror, and
fall down with religious fear at the fhrine of
Liberty, and afk forgivenefs for their manifold
{ins againft her laws. They will receive abio-
lution, upon their binding themfelves to vene-
rate and obey her rights for the futures” We
will behold the opprefled emerging from igno-
rance, wretchednefs and poverty, to knowledge,
happinefs and plenty, together with all the

other concomitant bleflings of freedom.

TuE {fublime {cience of government, before the
American revolution, was butin its infancy. The
{fons of America have {tudied the fubjet; and like
true politicians and found philofophers, have
cleared it of the myfteries in which it has been
fo long involved. Some of our governments
were formed in an early ftage of the war, upon
the {pur of the occafion; and of courle were

crude and indigefted in many parts. The en-
lightened
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lightened citizens faw the defe&s and fet about
procuring a remedy. The fathers of our coun-
try were delegated by the people to plan a go-
vernment, adequate to.the exigencies of the uni- |
on. - An efficient confederation arifes out of the
wildom of that aflembly. The good qualities
of the various governments heretofore eftablifh-
ed were judicioufly culled and improved—the
noxious weeds were wifely rejetted. In the con-
- {titution may be obferved the difpatéh of a mo-

narchy, without its enormous expence and vices.
- Wifdom and ftability, without the infolence of an
hereditary nobility, are its leading features. The
freedom of the people is fecured and guarded
beyond the power of anarchy or defpotidm. It
keeps the good of the public conftantly in view.
It promifes a lafting union between the eait and
{outh, the Atlantic and Mifhlippi. If a politici-
an had been told a few years ago, that a go-
vernment would be thus formed, and eftablifhed
by the people ; without hefitation he would have
pronounced it impoflible. We have {olved the
problem, and inftructed the human race. Penn-
{fylvania, with a {pirit of harmony, has lately fol-
B 2 lowed
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lowed this example, and conftituted a govern-
ment which fané&ifies every hope of fecurity to

life, liberty, and property.

Tue excellencies of the federal conftitution
are not merely problematical ; but when redu-
ced to praétice, the moft falutary efteéts have
been produced from it. Public and private cre-
dit has been reftored, which has already become
a mine of wealth to this country. Agriculture,
commerce, and manufa&ures are regulated

and thine with {uperior lultre. Every clafs and

denomination of citizens feel the beneficent rays
of the new conftitution. The various depart-
ments of government are filled by men of the

fir{lt abilities and ntegrity.

TraT this freedom and happinels may long,
long continne—Ci111ZENSs of the United States !
it is a duty incumbent upon you, to guard the
avenues to the Temple of Liberty with the ftri&-
cft attention. It is the nature of the human
mind to degenerate into arbitrary power; and

we fhould be always prepared to nip it in the
bud,
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bud, left it fhould bloflom and produce deadly

~ {ruit.

WE have the example of other nations, for
many- thoufand years to point out the rocks on
which they have been thipwrecked. From their

misfortunes let us learn to be happy.

&

THE moft brilliant imagination cannot forma
point of human greatnefs' which the United
otates may not attain., 'We inhabit a country
enriched by the gifts of heaven, a temperate
climate, and luxuriant {oil, abounding with lakes

and rivers, which, like veins and arteries, circu-
late the various bleflings of life through all the
{y{tem,

'ln.._._

By the generous exertions of the citizens, the
hand of art is about to make further improve-
ments in nature. A noble rivalfhip has arifen
between the {tates in promoting the improvement
of roads and inland navigation. By this mean,
our internal trade, manufa&ures and population,
will rapidly increafe. | |

| AGRICULTURE,

¢

%

.
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AGRICULTURE, that {chool of all the repub-
ircan virtues, has many refpeétable fupporters. It
suftly commands honour and refpe& from eve-
ry citizen. It banifhes ailfeﬁetninacy, and {ervi-
iity, the food of delpotiim. It keeps alive the
noble principle of iberty. It gives an indepen-
dence of {pirit to the manners of the people, and
diffufes the moft exalted fentiments through the
foul. It ftrengthens the body and mvigorates
the mind. I know, gentlemen of the Society,
that this is a theme you delight to dwell upon.
We denominated ourfelves the Society of the
Cincinnati, from the high weneration which
we pofleffed for the charaéter of that illuitrious
Roman, Lucius Quintius Cincmnatus, who rofe
awful from the plough to fave his country—nhis

country faved, he returned to the plough again

with increafing dignity and honor.

Taz gradual abolition of {lavery is gaining
ground, and will foon take place throughout the
continent. The time will fhortly come, when
cach ftate will be compelled to let the haplefs

Adrican {leep undifturbed upon his native fhore. -
And



( 23 )-

And may every breaft glow with a defire to en-
lighten the natives of th®s land, who roam
through the woods and wilds devoid of every
finer art and elegance of life. To civilize them
will redound more to our honor than to extir-
pate them. Our poWer 1s {o great that we could
efface them from the earth ; but we fhould be-

ware of carrying our refentment too far.

LeT us promote their happinefs by diflem:-
nating among them thofe arts which embellifh
and adorn life. In their language, let us teach
them to bury deep under ground the bloody
hatchet ; and plant the tree of peace. Let us
nourifh and favour its growth ; and let, them re-
main in tranquillity upon their matts, learning the
works of peace and civilization. May the cove-
nant chain of friendfhip be renewed between us,

kept bright, and not {fuffered to contra& any ruft,



