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candition of the human race. I night progeed fus-
ther ta. fhow the exgellencies ot oar admirablé con-
ftitation, in the compoliiion and organization of its
fevesal parts § in the divifion of 'the_lég'x'ﬂafu;'e, thé
fiparation of the €xecntive, legiflative and judigial
powers, the regulatinn cf c!e;.é'tiol_rs, and efpecially,
1 containing a provifion for j1s'éwn improvémet,
according as rhe wifiom and’ esperience of é&é na-
tion thay r:quire.  But thele fubjefls have been 1o
fr‘:ctnently difcuffed, and are fo generally utder-
ftood, that 1 think théy cannot fail of producing a
convithQn in every rational mind, that if we pre~
ferve this conftitution invioljte, wc bave befére us
the faireft profpect of national profperity and hap-
pinets. S o
_ THe prefervation of our rights add’libérties,
“theretore now becomes cur férious and indilpenfible
duty. And if we fail to perform it, wé fhal! prove
~outfelves unworthy of the Bleflings of fteedon, anil
jultly merit the h-aviéft chains of flavery. - Our
_greatelt darger 4rifts from amongft ourfelves. - But
"ean it be peflible that any fhiculd be found whd are
‘bafe en..ugh to atiémpt to defiry that on which
_their o= riand their country’s tafety dépends ?'Cha=
. ti'y weald induce Us Yo believe there cbuld be'none
fo depraved. Butalas lexperience proves teo cer-
tainly, that it is pcflible, that it is probable ; niay,
. that the emiflaries of corruption, and eremies of cuc
~conftitution, are now profecuting their infermial
, khemep, with the moft’ unremitting perfeverance.
And it réquires cur diligent and unccafing exerti-
oRs 10, .l}.ﬂ"% their machinations, and {eajorably to’
difcover the d¥pgers fo which we are expofed ; that
* by a'fi'm adNetence to thofe virtuows principles on
. whig "the exifttnce of a Republican government
~ depends, we may be able to defeat their infamous
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have been fo liberally heaped upon it: If it hiss led
it be configned to dJeferved infsmy. But if-it has
not, furely I may be permitted 1o advocate the right.
eous cau’e, A few i1cmarks an its prominent fea.
tures and lesding m-afures, well enable us to deter-
mine the point. Firlt, I afk, have any of the cvils
which were prediQted to accompany Mr. Jefferfon’s
clection to the Prefidency yet 1aken place ¢ Has re-
ligion been deltroyed by bis influence ? Or has it
pot remained free and heen more widely extended
than in former ages 7 Hgs the national {n'onor and
independence been proftrated ? Has the imbecility
of the goveinment reduced the national charatter to
fuch a point of degradation, that foreign nations
dare infult ug with the hopeof impunity ? Has che
public faith been violated by ftriking off the nation-
sl debt contrary tolaw ? Has the confliiution been
broken down, our libertics annihilated, and the
reign of anarchy commenccd ?—1 appeal to fallé to
sniwer thele enckniric_c, Jhe nation was never
held in higher cftimation by foreign powers, than
stthe prefem tirie.  Our political connexions with
them sre 1educed within the propec limits, by which
we experience an annual faving of many thoufands
of dollars 5 they sre convinced that we underftand
our own intereft and that suy attempt to force or
gllure us from them would be futile ; and as we
will not proftrate ourfelves to their views, they are
difgofed 10 refpelt s and court our friendfhip.—-
QOur wealth and commerce are incresfing in an af-
tonithing degree.  Spme unhappy diff:ronces have
accurred with the ftate of Tripoli, which have ren-
dered it neceffary 10 have recourfe to arms. The
government has evinced a determination (o prote&
our commerce againft the mofl diftant aggreflions;
tnd b the gatlant condu of our biave officers and
{eamen in the Mediterranesn, our 1ights have hesn
' C
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treaty, which their talentsand ingenuity could fug.
geft. And to you, fellow citizens, and to tuture
generations, I leave it to judge of the confiftency of
their motives, and the propriety of their condudt.
AND may we not now, juftly congratulate cur-
felves on our prefent enjoymeént of the mott diftin-
guithed national blefiings, under this truly republi-
can adminiftration! Among thofe blcﬁings we may
pdrticularly enumerace the fullowing : Egjaal and
juflt laws, made for the benefit of the narion, and
faithtully executed : The different in crefts of the
country duly proteted ¢ Taxes Yiznser 1oan thofe
of any othsr naton, an.i wviv: iy ahed to the
public fervice : Libcrty of thes et : :Freedom of
difcoffion : A freedom from an unncceﬂdry army,
a2n unjuft bankrapt {y ftean, o0d aizlefsexpenditures:
Prote@ion in the free enjoyment of our religious
rightsand privileges : The preiervation ot theclec-
tive franchife ;: Honorsand diil.nctions, thereward
of talents and virtue. And while the horrors of
war ar¢- defslating the nations of Europe-~while
fire and {word deftroy theic tmnqu:lzw by day, and
terror and alarm difta'b their repofe by mght we,
excepting Tripoli, have peace with all nations—
man'v!mg alliances with none. We may rcpole
ourfelves urder our own vines and figtrees, with
none tc moleft or make usafraid. Refpe&ed abroad,
we may, if we will, be happy at home. Qur hap-
pinef{s depends on ‘ourfelv , and it we neglé(t the
meansto iecure it, we thall def:rve tobe miferable.
LeT us cherifh the pure {pir: of patriotitm fore
ever in our breafts.  Let us by every poffible inean
preferve alive the facred fire of '76, that produced
the declaration of indeperdence, and {ccured us from
a foreign domination. Let us ever confecrate the
day on which we declared to the world that we
would ke free.  Let me conjure you by the nicmao-
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