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Un Mnﬁﬁn.

TO commemorate events which have been productive of
great national benefita, hius been ® custom from the earbest pe=
riod of the world, To do thisin & manner suited to the char
acter of the times, apd the geniue and habits of the people,
seems to have been the etudy and design.  Among the an-
cientr, »iztues of binse, and columae of marble, were erecte
ed in honour of dishinguished persoanges, exposed in some
public place, 10 prescrve the memory of their worth  Pyra-
tnids, being the symbols of ‘mmortality, were sometimes er-
ected 1o perpelugte the memory of sauguiar events, and xome-
times, to transmit to pogtenty the glory and maguiticence of
Princes.  Festivaie were also frequent 3 such as days of
Thankegiviag for delivery from ware, plaguee, and nutional
evils,. The Ronmps had fencts in honour of thew pumerous
deities ; and others, to give thanks to the pode for benefite
received, to impiore their atsistance, or 10 appease their wrath,
Laitle hirtory being written in those days, or at leust pubdlich-
e, one ohject of feshivaly ware, to prercrve the remembrence
of things ; sid this in a way which answered in rome respects
the samie purpose as that of reading, sad of booke. But since
the art of Primtipg has been discovered, the means of education
more diffused, and opportuntice of acquiring it become fuss
dilliculty, wnd their improvement more common, the memory
of distinguishied eventy is tranemitted to posterity in the works
of Historinneg, thie songs of Poute, and the dublic meeches of
Orators.  Bemde these, external chiwe, Srmal ceremonies,

and public proceasions, still form amoung the modeins a nigte-
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vial part of the means established to cymmemorate infhortant
events and diatinguished erns in their national peosperity and
cxistence. In England and other European Monarchics, they
celebrate with gaudy splendour, and magnificent parade, their
coronations, installmente, and conseorntions, sut we meet,
Fellow Citizens, neither to celebrate, like the ancients, the ro-
manco of departad Hevoes, nor the feasts of heathen Gos ;
not hlke the «lnves of Royalty, to commemorate the building
of Thiones, nor the coronation of Kings,  We convene witls
grateful heaits, and with the animated joy of Inzependent
Freemen, to Culebrate the achievements ol our Fathes, aii
the nativity of Liberty,  And what spectucle can be more mag-
wllelent than to behold a grest people thus annually assem.
biing to consecrate thie anaiversary of their sovereignty. On
this occasion every patriotic heart, every Amerncan hosom,
beat high with a Just and noble pride. We still hear the il
Jusirious Fathers of our country, appealing to the Supremo
Judge of the world for the rectitude of their conduct, declare
the United States ¢ are, and of right ought to be, Free
and Independent  The numerous inpwics, the mult plied
abuges, the ceucl oppression, the tyrannical usurpation, which,
at length exhausted forhearance, sud drove to resistance, pres-
ent themselves afresh to our minds, We pass in review
thcae great and extiaordinary personnges who then burst up-
on the world ; who endowed with every virture and every
galent that could fit them for the arduous task in which they
were engaged, appegred to be expressly connmssioned by
Heaven, to rule the storm of revolution, We remember how
painful was the struggle, how terrible the canflict which ob-
tained our t.iumph;: We reculito imagination ell the distressing
scenes and deplorable calamities of the War: We ece our
harbours filled with hostile fleets ; our fields ravaged ; or.¢ ciiieg
wrap? in flames ; a pumerous, veteran, and eapgomsrl cn-
emy let loote upon us ; our army thinned by butiles, wasted
by sickness, distracted by treachery zad desertion, a prey to
every species of privation, snd-reduced to the last mirery next
despair.  Even thee, howcver, this little army did not des-
var.  Conscious of the boly cause for which they contended,
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they exhibited a spectacle of patient indurance and Invincible
bravery, the wendur of an admiring universe.  Driven from
Long Island,from the heights of Harlem, from White Plains,
pursucd from post to post, even boyond the Delnware, they
would often turn upon the asulting fou, and, mingling theic
blogd with the melting lava of the eannon’s moutly, foreiell
them of Trunton, ot Germantown, and Monmouth, But, it is
unnecessary to recount to you the many deedaof valour pers
formed, or the unexampled hardships eadured, by our brive
rountrymen, in struggling through this glotious contest.—
Some of you probably witneesed a pait ; many of you lmve
heard them from your fathérs ; all of you have rewd thew 5
for they are written on the eplendid page of nistory, and
stand theee recorded to be handed down to geaerations yet
unborn, for their admiration and instruction.

As the reencs of the revolution are familiar o the recollec-
tion of you all ; as you all understind that it resulted ic the
establishment of our liberty and jndependence as o nation,
it may not be unprofitable to devote the time nssigued uy on
this day, to a brief notice of the principal events, which have
transpired since the close uf the revolutionary struggle, aud to
rach reflections as the past and present condition of our coun-
iy may suggest for our bencfit and finprovemeat,

At the canclusion of the contest, which had called into ac.
tion the tost splendid talents, and produced a display of the
purcst patriotism, it became the sedulous endeavour, as it way
the chici desire, of all, v provide effectunlly for the permanent
security of that liberty and independence the valouv of our
countrymen had so gloriously achieved, Qbservation and ex.
perience scon diacovered the defective nature of the old arti-
cles of confederation, which had fur somz time held the seves
ral States together by a “ rope of sand,” and satisfactorily
proved, that the system was by ne means fitted to so impor-
tunt a purpose, and but little calculated to perpetunte the en-
Joyment of such invaluable blessings.  All concurred in cpin.
ivr, that the circumstances and condition of the country, and,
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above all, the imperious neccmity of the case, demanded the
provizion of some substitute, hass objectionnble in form, and
better ndapted in ite nature and tendency to produce the in.
tended end, A convention was theretore ealled, composed of
the purest patriots and most emivent statesmen ; of men, who
had aot only distinguished themselves in the cause of freedom,
aiad given the most unequivocal proof of love of country, but
who, fram their education, their expuricuce, and means of in-
formation, were cages in council us well ay herocs 1 combat,
The great object was to form a system of government, which,
while it should be equal to the exigences and defence of a
great and powerflul nation, shoula xecure to each tadividual,
and to vvery clags of men, to the high and the low, the rich
2139 the poor, their vqual righty, together with the highest poss
sible degree of condatent and rational hiberty,  With no pir-
8y prejudices or selfish views to interrupt or distract ther dee
Iberntione, und istluenced by « spirit of mutual conccession for
the pood of the whole, the proceedings of this veperable body,
ortpinuting in the most disinterested patriotism, and dictated
by a sacred repnrd to the interests and happiness of the peo-
ple, resulted in the formation of & Coastitution, which is ¢
phatically the charter of our rights, and paladivm of our liber-
tiea, By thiz Constitution, which partook of all the democrat-
ic principleg, that would be cousistent with our fmeign relas
tions, our commercial interests, the extent of our territory,
necessary dexpateh, and weans of defence, our government
was made a Representative Republie. It svas caleulated, in
an emincnt degree, to meet the wishies aud satisfy the de-
¢irey of the preat body of the people, who sought for nothing,
in the formeition of the constitution and the organization of
thie guvernment under §t, but the peraent and effectual ses
curity of thieir liberves, and the mdependence of their couns
tirv.  Private smhition sad party prejudics were not then uls
Lowed to supercede .aerit, and engross ofllves to he excreic
eid only or rordid eanolument and persousd ogprand:zement,
Poi'tica itriguer, and electionecnng unsivpivaentations, had
uot contaminated the public seotiment, k2 peeverted the pub-
Mo oounon ; and, i relectng men to Qi the various oflices
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of government, the only inquiry was, ¢ is the candidate hon-
cat, in he capable, is ho falthiul to the constitution 1 The
conscquence was, what was hatural and inevitable, that men
of the snme principles as those appotnted to frme the constitu-
tion, were chosen to carry it into effect, and administer the
government under it 3 and WASHINGTON, the friend and
futher of his country, in whom all hearts were then united,
wus, by the unanimous ~oice of his countrymen, called to pre-
side in the flvat and most dignilied oflice in their power to -
stow.

At this period of political harmony and union, it was no re-
proach to be called o Federalist ; a term, as a correct write
er has signiticantly remarked, evidently derived from the cons
stitution itself, and properl denoting an advocate and sup-
porici of it.  For, as tb~ {lrst compact was called articles of
confedceration, §0, 1 pursuauce of the same idea, was the cons
atitution termed the Federal Constitution ; and, of cours,
the successive fnends and supportery of both were denomi-
nated Federalists.  To have used the term Republican iz
contradietinction to that of KFederalist, would then bave been
deemed a moat egregious absurdity----since every thing impor-
tant that isnow denoted or intended by the name Hepublican,
was then fully comprehended and  clearly understood by the
term Federalist,  He, who houestly, and from pure motives,
assumes the appellation of Hepublican, undoubtedly means to
be understood, that he is a friend to the revolution, and so-
licitous to secure and perpetuate the hberty and indepeadence
of his country, by a faithful adherence to the legitimate prine
eiples of the Federal Constitution, as meant nud intended by
s framers.  KFederalists mean the same ; for they were
leaders in the revolution ; were the framers of the Constity.
tion ; were first appointed to exccute it amd admunister the
government under it, and have uniformly professed and avow-
ed the samie principles.  Yet, strange, passing stranpe,”
these two odious terins, Federalist and Lepublican, have, in
an cnlightened age, divided an enlightened nation in*o two
powerfu] partics, which, by unyielding conflicty and continual
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endeavours to supplant and destroy each other, threaten the
subversion of that constitution nnd government they bLoth pros
fess to support, 1t fa impossible this should be assigned to
eny ordinary or common cause ; and, to those ignorant of the
hoportant events which have contributed to it, and of the in-
cessant and indefatigable exextions used to produce and con-
tinue thir division, it must be a matter of astonishment and
wonder,

The Federal Government began - to cxist just at the birth
of that direful revolution in France, which has drenched Eu-
rope iu blood, and caused, even here,” the most calamitous
troubles. In the beginning it was burthened with a debi, exs
cceding Seventy Millions of Dollars, entailed upon it by the
old confederacy, and contracted in the revolutionary war, [t
hiad of course to organize extensive systems of revenue for the
payment of the interest accruing upon that debt, and to de-
fray the ordinary expenses of government. It had to bring
into operation al! those complicated departments of trade, of
Jjustice and police, necessary in a governmeat c¢mbracing
such an immense territory aud population, and rendered pecu-
liarly difficult by the jarring nterests of so many rival sov-
reignties. It was, moreover, encompussed with d fheulties
and dangers, t0 repel which required the most vigilant atten-
tion, the most rigorous efforte of an administration dirccted by
the wisest and best of men. An Indian war ravaged the
frontier ; and the strength, as well as the success of that sav-
age enemy, alarmed and afflicted the nation. The treaty of
- peace of 83 with Great Britain had remained uncxecuted on
either side, and various causes of irritation and offence had
brought the country to the brink of a second war with that
power. O the other hand, Louis XVI. the late King of
France, succezsively lost his power, his crown, and his life ;
end the prevailing factions, which alternately rose and per-
ished upon the ruins of his throne, strove, by every menace and
every artifice, to force the United States into an active par-
licipation in their war, as it was then called, of universal lib-
erty., In addition to the dangers arising from British power

and French perfidy, the government found itself surrounded
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with factious partics, and obstructed in all ity operations by di-
vided councily ; nor wasit long before insurrection reared ity
rebeilious front in our land, boldly set at defiance the lawe,
and mennced the very existence of the government,  Yet,
amidst all these conflicting elements of fureign intrigue, in-
ternnl confusion, and open opposition, the principles and poli-
cy of WASHINGTON, at no period, suifered the government
tu sink with despondence, or to become the prey of travtors
ous machinations.  The Indian war, which had so furiously
rupred, and was attended with such barbarous crueltivs, wis
euccessiully terminated ; and treaties were formed with the
favage tribes, by which their claims were adjusted, their
nghts rendered permanent, and the frontier  settlements  se-
cured. The Algerine and other Barbary powers, who had
comuptted piravies upen our extensive Mediterranean trade,
were brought to discontusue their plundering warlare, and re-
lease the many Awencans whom they held in the worst of
bondage. Treaties cf am.iy and commerce were furmed witle
mauny of the European States 3 one particularly with Great
Butain, by which our disputes with that country were set-
tled, indemnification made for gpoliations on our commerce,
and equal commercial privfleges granted, winch were produc-
tive of important advantages 3 and also one with Spain, which
finalfy established the bouadary hine between the territonies
of that power and the United btates, and secured 10 us the
Lefore contusted right to the river Missisippi, so important to
the western country.  ‘Fwo rebellions, excited by fereigners
and the enemies of the constitution and govermment, were
quelled without the loss of any hives, though at the expense
of some millions of dollars,  The repeated attempts of the
French to draw the United States iuto a war, and to create
civil dissentions by abenating the people from thedr govern-
ment, were happily frustrated 3 their spol:at ons on our de-
fenceless comtmerce Rually repelied vy manfulresstance 5 and
their threats of tribute, of mvasten, and partition, so nsult.
inzly madey elfectundly disconcerted. NMany hundreds of nece-
egsary lawsg were enacted, which, embracing wide and vari-
ous subjects of legalation, called for much ume and much la-
R
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bour to accomplish.  ‘I'he rays of science illumined the in-
moat receoses of our country, while the beams of uzeful
huowledge sprend among its obscurcat inhabitants,  The fine
orta rore to o perlection scarcely excelled by ages of Europe-
an v finement, and many branches of American mupufacture
seemed to rival foreigu fabrice in extent and excellence.  In
cvery part of this vast country wae to he witnessed the in-
crease of comlorts, of inprovements, of wealth, of happiness ;
every where waus to be seen industry rewarded with gain, and
property secured by v Qur neutrality was muintained,
our peace secured, commerce extended and protected, agri-
culture cocouraged and improved, and pudlic fuith preserv-
c¢d.  Thus, iv the narrow compass of & dozen years, the prin-
ciples and policy of Wushington cnabled the Federal governs
ment, environed, as it was, with so many adversaries, oppos-
cd by so many ob«acles, and predsed by 3o many wants, to
trivmph over cvery ditticulty, and clevate the American
nanme aud people to an altitude of glory and happiness, far
surpagsing what had ever been the telicity of any other nation.

In this state of things, and under circumstiancer 5o auspicious,
did Mr. JEFFERSON enter upon the ndministration of our
national affiairs, who found not only the country thus prosper.
ous and happy, but the government, ay he declared in his in-
auraral speech, o the {ull tde of successful experment.”
Here commenced a new  era in our political concerns,  An
cutire change, as it was supposed, was effected in the ad.
minstration of the federal governent, which, from its com-
mencement had, in its mecsures and tendencies, protected us
from the most threqatening dangers, and procured for us the
most substantial benefits.  Mr. Jefterson had long been con-
sidcied the bead and leader of a party aopposed to the general
pelicy and principles of Washington, and, in some degree, us
wais suspected, devoted to the views of a foreign goveri-
ment.* A singular concurrence of circumstances produced

* As early as 1701, a paper was set up in Philadelphia
and edited by a Clerk of Mr. Jefferson, while he himself
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the rise, and aided the progress, of this party. It began to
exist at the time Washington issued his proclamation of neu-
trality, which, although it rescued the nation from inevitable
and ruinous war, although it ‘was a second salvation to our
country, was nevertheless denounced as a British measure,
and as maniferting a settled hostility to France and to hberty,
There were then many 38 ready to sacrifice the dearest inter-
ests of their countty in a war for French freedom and Freach
philosophy, as there are now many willing to prostrate our
national honour, prosperity and independence, by making the
United States the humble auxiliary of Bonaparte; in a war
for canqucst and the extension of French despotism.  We had
reccived from France, while a Monarchy, assistance in our
revolutionary war ; and now that she had become a mister
Republie, struggling for her ficedom againet the coalesced
powers of Furope, universal aympathy and mterest were ex-
cited ip her fuvour. The Amuiican people, fecling in their
breasts the hallowed fire of freedom, and believing the French
to be actuated by the rtame generous feehngs, honestly, and
with one accord, wished them ruccess. 1o this temper we
were not open to suspicion, It was mmpossible for us to im-
agine that swhat appeared to us to be a great and noble eflort
of more than twenty millions of people to become fice, should
be produced by any other than the most laudable desires of hu.

man nature, These were our feelings, when secret attempts
were made to embroil us in a war with Great Botmmn, a na-

tion with whom we had but just made peace, and with

e o T ]

soas Secretary of State, in avowed opposition to the pringi-
ples and policy of Washingt s wdministration, which,
through that seurce, was vilified by the grossest slandeyr
and vilest misrepresentations, My JoefYevson also patronie
ed Celiendrr, and encouraged hine in publishine the <€ Pros-
neet before Us) a publication contaimnr the most ouduacicns
libels wupon Bushington,  Alr. Jelferson, swho vesid-« many
yedrs as a minister in France, and Mr. Madison, his sucees-
sor, were both adupted trench ctlizens by (ke Naticasl
Conuention. |
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whom we had then the most extensive commercial copnee-
tions. Attemply were even made to enlist soldicis in cur
country, and to persuade our citizens to serve under the ban-
nerg of France.® Inflammatory appeals were published to the
prople, while the most wicked and wnprincipled endeavours
were practising to separate them Irom their government, des-
troy their confidence in it, and thus raise to power men, who
would be disposed to be more submissive and accommodating
to her views, WasHINGTON, whose vigilance suflered
nothing to pass unnoticed which effected bis country, saw all
this, and it excited his indigpation.  He informed the French
Government, ¢ that the Americans loved hberty ; butit was
not the liberty of deceiving others ; it was not that liberty
which sought to involve other pations in quarrels ; and above
all, 1t was not that bberty which, under the spec:ous garb of
civil freedomy, sought to conquer and enslave the world.””
Accordingly, with his characteristic wisdom and firmness, he
peremptorily refused to entertain any lopger as a public am.
bassador, the man, who, while he was treated with respect
and capdour, was seeking to embroil this country in the dark
politics, the endless, thuugh unnecessary wars cf Ill-foted
France. Theidea of gratitude to her, Washingtoa aflir,ued
to be mistaken and preposterous.  In his letter of the 16th of
January, ’97, to our minister at Paris, a copy of which he 1 f-
terwards transmitted to Congressin a special message, he un-
jolds the whole truth respecting cur oblizutions to France.
Her object he proves to have becn wholly sellish.  That great
man shews, that at the time the King of Fraiice joined the
United States in the revolutionary war, cur lndependence
had been, not only declared, hut established ; thut his Majes-
ty chose to consider the United States inde pendent, *¢ because

Hrenhiery s e v

* The French Minister, Genet, who arrived in this coun-
Iry tn 1793, began fitting out privateeys in nur purts, and
commissioning officers in the service of France, without
2he lrast ceremony, and even before he had been seen or
accredited by our government. Vechington forbade this,
and requested his recall,



13 .

his sqfuty, the interest of his people, invarialle policy, and,
above all, the secret prajects of the Court of London, intpe-
riously laid him under the necessity.” In the assistance she
rendered ug, France war guided exclusively by a view to bes
own interest.  She saw in the revolution, or thought she saw,
a fine opportunity for abrdging the ascendent power of Eug-
Jand by n separation of the colun es from her 3 and, relving
upon her supenior dextenity in pegociating, she meditated the
acquuition to hersell of at lenst a moicty of the territory which
now constitutes the United States,  Accdrdingly, swhen the
treaty of peace of '83, was upon the tapis, the most artiul at-
tempts were made by the French Court to wrest from the
Uuited States the fisheries, and to secure to  France, besides
the fisherivs, all the territory cast of the Nissisippi, as far as
the Allegany wountains.  Cunpress, with more fath than sa-
gacity, had passed a resolution bind:nx our commiissicners not
to conclude a treaty of peace with Englund without the pre-
vious censent of France ; and Francee, adrouly availing her-
gell of this error, carried on, unkzown to our commissioners,
a clandestine coire:pondence with the British Goveroment,
propesing, in fuct, to that Government, to cheat the United
States, oy coliusien, out of one half of her present dominions.
This scheme, so infamous, and clearly demenstrating her sel-
fish views i assisting us in our separation from Lugland, was
defeated by the vigilunce, the discernment, and the firmnoss
av our Commissioners, who, discovenug the underplot, and
maanifesting to the Freoch court 3 determination to dispeonse
with the resolution of Congress, and conclude a peace with or
without its consent, procecded in the business, anud scon ac.
complished the important cbject.® Al this suiliciently stiews
that, howeser willing France had been to render usindena.
dent of Great Britawy, Lier ancient enemy and oival, wad theres

% See the letter of J::_f; and Adims, to the drerican {0
grrss, crplainingy their motives, aad jestiinies 0 Lro
cecdings, whivh, by @ vote, wus Jeclured £y L suti
salisfaciory,

l.
i
*r
"
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by to put an end to the predominant power of the latter, it
had never been her tntention that we should becone indepen-
dent of bersclf. In all &wr changes from monarchy to de-
macracy, and thiough all shapes of civil government back to
a military despotism, the bas had but one object as it regard-
ed the U. S, to render them the dependent and humble instru.
ment of her purposes.  Her conduct, towards uy, thercfore,
whether covered over with flaitering professions of friendship
and fraternity, or aggravatwd vy the dominecring threats of
@ superior, has alwaye been en insult upon our sovreignty,
and hostile vo our natiomal peace, welfare ane iadependence,
Notwithstanding all this, the people, scemingly poverned less
~ by reason than feeling, could not relinquish their attachments
to France, or forget their prejudices against Great Britain ;
and Mr, Jefferson, and his party, adroitly availing themselves
of these popular passious, were enabled to succeed in render-
mg the principles of #¥ashington odious, and in engrossing to
themselves all power in the several departments of govern-
ment.  Mr. Jefferson mounted the chair of state, and, depart.
g from the policy of IVashington, which had rendered our
country prosperous and happy, hr and his successor, pursued a
system of measures that has reduced us to our present
embarra ssed and degraded condition.

This change in the administration, produced no immediate
alteration in the prosperous state of our national affairs. There
were, however, some measures not generally approved of,
and which excited considerable agitation in the public mind,
The repeal of the judiciary law, as it was called, wae thought
by many to be an uncoastitutional attack upon the indepen-
dence of the Judiciary, which, in all free governments, is the
great pillar of liberty and sccurity, The removal of the taxes
fromluxuries, such as loaf sugar, pleasure carriages, §-¢. and lay-
ing them, under the specious name of the Mediterrinean
Fund, oa articles of more general and indispenrable use, was
considered an anti-republicun measure, as tending to lessen
the burthens of the rich, and ie~reare those of the poorer elass
of community. The purchase of Louisiana, which added $f-
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tcen millions to the national debt, wag deemer, an improvident
procedure, as the territory svae worth hittle or nothing to us,
end would probably subject us to an immense expense to
maintain a standing army for its protection and security, The
removal fromn office of honest and capable men, on acconnt of
u difference in political opinion, and the conferring upon one
particular party all the appointments i the power ol povern-
ment to bestow, was thought to be repugnant to the nature
and genius of our government, oppored to the republicas prin-
ciple of ¢ equal rights and equal privileges,” and hittle calcu.
lated to #¢ restore harmony ta social intercourse.”  Yet the
country remained in peace, and continued to travel ou in a
prosperous course, until the adoption of the fatal restrictive
wicasures upon our commercial inyercourse with foreign na.
tions, which at once paralized the arm of ndustry, and pro-
duced n sad reverse in our furtune, the effects of which, ik is
to be feared, will be felt for years to come.

It was at this time that Bonaparte projected his continental
system, the great object of which was to destroy the manufac-
turing interest of Great Britain, and repress fier cominercial
prosperity. He had already brought th= continental powers
of Europe to participate in his project, and by some unaccount.
able means soon induced the United States, in effect, to coop-
erate with them,  The American mmisters, who had been
sent to Engi=nd to nerociate a treaty, in lieu of the ene which
had already expired, and under which we had flourished 1n a
degree unexampled in the history of nations, eftected their
nbject, and transmitted to the Fresident of the United States
one, which Mr. Muaroe, then the acting minister, and now
Secretary of State, declared might be accepted with honour,
and consistent with our interest, N, Jefferson, however,
without suftictently weigh'ng the consequences of a rejection,
or duesizning to have no treaty with Great Britaing and to en-
ter zealuusly into the continental system of warfare upon Eng-
Jish comnerce, was willing to hazard the pewce of his coun-
try, by reiurning the treaty unratificd, and, vhat was more
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extraordinary, wititout even subwnitting it to the consideration
of the Senate, the bedy provided by the constitution to give
acvice upon all such important subjecta,  From this time, the
clouds uof advenity scemed to thicken in the political horizon
and threaten n storm. The French Decreea and British Or.
doers in Council, measures not leas opposed to the established
Jaws of nations, than hostile to the acknowledged nights of
neutraly, were carrying mto rigid execation, and nterrupting
our lawful commerce, At this cntical junctore, at this all
important tume, instead of pursuing the wise aud manly policy
of Washington, who considered the establishment of a navy,
such as might be maivained without burthening the people,
an essential and mdwpensable to our national respectability and
security 3 instead of adopting measures worthy of a great na-
tion, to protect our rights and redress our wrongs, the govern-
ment resoried to acts more avited to the capacity of a quack
physician, whuose genius never wandered beyond the cireum-
ference ol o pili-box and gallipot, than to the dignity of a de-
Bocrative assembly, legislating for the happiness and xafety of
their country.  The first oflsprmng of false theory and moon-
struck phiiusophy, was the Non-importation Act, which wag
intended to apply exclusively to Great Britain, and which an-
swered little or no purpose but to fetter our trade and ¢mbar-
rags our commerce. Next came the Embargo,

¢ Daughter of chacs, and eternal night.”

This monster, conceived in secret, and brougit forth in dark-
ness, stretehed its huge limbs over ow land, and threatened

at onge to blast all cur prospects, and deaden all our hopis,

‘The professed object of this measure, so oppressive and ruous
in ite cffccts, was, to preserve our seamen and property on the
cne hand, and on the other, to constra:.n those lureign na-
tions, who liad violated cur neutral richts, to do us justice,
from a fear of losing our intercourse. It is undoubtedly the
purpose, a8 weil as the duty of ¢ivil government, to protect its
citizens in the peacable possession and vndisturded enjoyment
of all their rights.  But when they are molested in the pros-



17

ecution of their lawful employments on the ocean, the great
highway of natione, where their rights ate unquestionable, it
13 yielding ¢ gingular sort, a kind of negative protection, to
exclude them entirely from the use of the ocean, A total pui-
vation, an absolute abandonment of rights, can never, by any
rational construction, be understood aa their protection,
the object of this act was, as pretended, to secure the vessels
and property of our citizene from captuce, why were it pros
visiona urged beyond the strict hne of necessity # Why were
our honest and industrious farmers prevented from vaeryving
their property by land to u market 2 Why was there an e
bargo laid upon the conflues of Canada ¢ Could British men
of war run up and lie in wait on the northiern boundary of this
State, or British privateers hover upon the interior of Wews
york ¢ If, on the other hand, the object was, to coerce tnto Juss
tice thase foreign nations, of whose aggressions we complain-
ed, it was perhaps the most imbecile attenpt, the most quiz-
otic measure, recorded in the annals of legstation. o char-
acter and cffeet, it was precisely what France wanted, sid
what England cared nothing nbout.  Bonaparte arproved the
measure, as aiding him in his desigris upeu Great Britain ;
.nd Great Britain could have no objections to a policy, that
left her the exclusive possession of the occan, sud gave te her
the moncpoly of the commierce of the world.  An Enibargo
being, in all its shapes, & formidable violation of the rights of
the prople, is never constdered, even in the most urgent case,
only as a necessary evil. The usages of uations shew, that it
can never, with propriety, be resoited to, but in actual war,
und mminent danger, and, i consideintion of the vglence of
its operations, should never continue-but for a short and liniit=
ed time. The listory of the world, perhaps, dote not furn‘sh
an mstance of an Embargo being laid, under any despotism,
upon grounds so frivolous, upon pietences 8o deceptive, It
would indeed svem astonishing, in this countiy, so proud, s
buaetful of its Liberties, to see the whole property of the na-
tion put unrder custody, placed in the gripe of ravepous ettstome
house ofticers, every mwan in it interdicted of bis free passage to

¢
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wmarket, and the very means of his subsistence placed under
sequestrution.  Whatever may have been the effect of this
mensure upon fureign nations, we all know that it was pecus-
]mrl\} dlstremng to ourselves 3 80 much ro, that the incessant
and umversal murnmurs and r*nmplmms of the people, soon coms-
pelled the government, with whom it was a darling favourite,

reluctantly to relinquish it for, what was supposed to be, a less
obunoxious substitute, but in reality a partial continuation of the
same auti-commetcial system, difterently moditied, but tead-
ing to the same end. A non-intercourse, or, more properly
speaking, a non importation law, more enlarged in its objucts
~nnd exteunsive in its operation than the {lirst act of that nane,
succceded the Embargo, and has since continued to hold our
trade in fetters, and cur ccminerce in bondage. It would in.
deed geem strange, that those who profess to be the friends of
commerce, and the advocates of trade, should.have thus fur
more than five years pertinaciously pursued a system which
could have no other teadency but to produce the utter destruc-
tion of commecrce, and, with it, the ruia of our country. But
if our pregent rulers are not, 1n truth, as they profess to be,
the friends of cominerce, they are most assuredly not friends
10 their country ; for commerce as well as agricultuie ic essen-
tizl to our national prosperity. They are not naturally ene-
mes, nor even rivals ; they are friends, and ought to unite
for the attainment of a great and common object.  In this
country, sbove all others, they require the mutual aid of each
other. Agriculture supplies commerce with the articles of
ber exports, and with & ready maiket for her returns, Com-
.Jmerce, in her turn, incites the husbandman to labour beyond
his wauts, by administering to his enjoyments.  Make com-
merce the only honouiable pursuit, the fariner would desert
his plough, and leave the most fertile ana delightful couatry in
the world to become again an uacultivated wilderness.  De.
stroy cbmmerce, the farmer would transform himself into g
ruere mannfacturer of petty toys, or what is more probable,
he would be actuated by not mmuch pobler incentives than his
course appetites, he would feel the last spark of cultivation ex-
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pire within him, and revert to all the horror, all the barbari-
ty, of savage life. 'We must either be a civilized people, and,
by patronizing agriculture and commerce, ffourish under theic
benign and invigorating auspices ; or, by totally abandoning
them, and, with them, all the arts and sciences, degencrate
to a state of absolute barbarism, and, quitting all the honoura-
ble and useful pursvits which dignify mankind and render life
desirable, seck only a duily subsistence, in the Indian fashion,
from the rude practice of hunting and Bshing.,  Instead of a
free government, which provides laws for the security of per-
son and property, an. apportions the degree of punishment to
the nature and magnitude of the cvime, we might then subs
mit to the controul of some Chief, whose will would be the
law, ancl who would decree dedth as the universal punishment
for all offences. Instead of sending our children to colleges
and scminaries of learning to qualfy them for the various pro-
fesrions in life, we might then educate them in the use of save
age instruments of war, and instruct them in the most ingeni-
ous mode of inflicting torture upon a wretched victim.  In-
stead of histories, and having our national ¢vents recorded on
the polished page of the schollar, we might trust to the leg.
endary tales of fathers, and the tradition of mothers.  Instead
of worshiping the living God, and listening to the precewm= of
christianity, which has brought immertality to light, we might
adore the sun, the moon, or some unknown spirit, and believe
in heathenish tranamigration. Instead cf assembling for pub-
lic worship, we m'ght assemble only to hold councils of war.
Would such a state of society, if society it can be called, be.
come the dignity of our naiures 2 Can any one be wiling to
exchange all the arts of civilization for a rude state of barba:-
ism ? s it not then astomshing that any one should seriusly
wirth for the destruction either of agriculture or commerce,
since the first is necessary to hie, and the sccond to mike Ife
amiable ? It i3 the spirit of party ulone which ean be guilty of
such madness.  Our manners, our habits, the local and geo-
graphical situation of our country, with fiteen bundred miles
of seacoast, and numerous lakes and rivers fur internel naviga-
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tion,.all. declare us a commercinl as well as an agricultural
people.  From cummerce, united with ogriculture, we have
derived all our wealth, They have together furnished us with
all the comforts as well as elegancics of life.  Commerce has
hitherto been the fruitful source whence we have drawn all our
revenue 3 and so productive wag it in this respeot, that Mr.
Jefferson, in his message of November, 1808, informed Con-
gress, that on the first day of January following, afier deduct.
iug the sum for reimbursing the eight per cent. stock, there
would remain in the treasury of the United States a surplug
sum of upwards of cight millions of dollars. Respecting the
application of this money, he grav ely remarked, < Shall st lie
unproductive in the public vaults 2 Shall the revenue be reduc-
ed ? Or shall it not rather be appropriated to the improvement
of roads, canals, rivers, &c. under the powers which Congress
may already possess ; and in cose they did not then possess
the power, he suggested that it be recommended to the reve-
ral Statea so to amend the Constitution as that they might be
authorized \in some such way to dispose o) the surplus cassh.
_ But atas ! Mr. Jefferson has the happiness, and the people the
sorrow to see the day when, by the suspension of commerce,
and the operation of restrictive measures, not only the surplus
eight millions is exhausted without troubling the States to al-
ter the Constitution to effect the object, but the administra-
tion are compelled to resort to a loan of eleven milliony of dol-

lars to meet the ordinary expenees of gosernment,

It is not with any pleasure or satisfaction that these things are
alludes'to. On this day, so often held as a national jubilee,
we would gladly dwell only on the bright side of the picture.
It is always invidious to speak of present times ; some will ac-
cuse of partiality, others of maligoity. It cannot certainly be
the part of a patriot to tncrease the wide spreading dissenticne,
at present prevailing among our countrymen. Yet | should be
unfaithful to you and to myself, I should grossly violate the
duties you have this day assigned me, if | omitted to notice
the calamities of the times, or failed to trace the causes of
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oue prese.t misfortuncs, that we may profit by experience,
wnd learn wisdoo {rom past events. [t was said by a greut
man, with thet felicity of thought and ¢xpression o peculiur 10
tuself, that history w philosophy teaching by example. The
few years our present government has existed, and the politis
¢l changes and revolutions in our country, furnish valuable
lessons of instruction.  We know what we have been ; rad,
inlegs we are wilfully blind to our oawn condition, we canaot
but sece what our present standing 18, 1t i3 not the purt of wis
dom to study concealmunt, or deceive ourseives by represent.
g our situation in a more favourable light than the teuth wall
allow. We ehould know our condition, and having known it,
¢ndeavour to avert the impending evils,  Can we affvct oot
to know that our flag, which but a few years since waved i
every sea, now hangs mournfully half mast in our harbours;
that out ships which were wont to return laden with merchan-
dize from all quarters of the world, now lie rotting in our
ports 7 Can we refrain from secing that our country is sinking
1 poverty ; property gong to decay, and umversal ruin threat.
ening all classes of the community ¢ Is it to be disguived that
there is a gencral suspension of business, an unusual scarcity
of money, and of course a total destitution of the means to pay
debts ? |3 not our treavury in a state of bankruptey 2 Are not
Lourns, Direct Taxes, Stamp Duties, Kxcises, and other ap.
pressive measures, so obnoxious to the feelings and sentiments
of our forefathers, the burthen which the people are hereafter
to groan under ? Is not a standmg army stationed in vari-
ousz parts of our country ; 2 standing army always more in-
clined to subvert than to suppcert a republican government 2
Are not Indian Lostilities already commenced, and ravaging
our frouticrs 7% Is not the glory of the American name departs

® By the following letter from the Secretary of Har, to
onc of the committces in Congress, it clearly eppears thae
among the blessed fruits of Nonimportation, muy be ranked
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¢d, and our national character lost in abject submission to
foreign tyrant ? Mr. Madison proclaime, that ¢ the Berlin
aod Milan deorees have censed to violate our neutra) rights,’”
while the Emperour Nopoleon continues to sink, burn and de-
stroy our ships, and dcclares that bis  Berlin and Milan dee
crees are permanent and fundamental laws of his Kmpire.”
No longer ago than the twelfth of March Iast, the French
minister of foreign affuirs, in his communication upon the sub-
Ject, declared the French decrecs notonly to be in foree, but
that they would continue in force until the repeal of the Brit.
i Ordersin Council Yot it has been asserted in the Procla-
mation of the President, and cchoed o the speeches of Govers

nours, that these decrees have long s uce been repealed.®  Dut

Py Sy Sy

the depredations upon our defenceless citizens on the Ine
dian fronticrs .
““ WWasuHINGTON, Dec. 28, 1811.

¢ Sir--In consequence of complaints made by the Indiaus,
that they cunnot receive the urual supplies of goods, by reason
of the Nontwportation Act ; and as goods adapted to their use
gre not to be purchased to any considerable amonnt within
the United States, I am induced to sulicit the attention of the
honouwrable committee of which'you are chairman, to the 15th
section of the act of the 25th of April, 1808, and to respectful-
ly submit for their consideration, whether it may not be expe-
dient to authorize by law the introduction of Indian goods un.
der a simnilar provision. 1

i have the honour to be, sir, with much respect, your cbe-
dient servant, W, EUSTIS.

The articles wanted by the Secretary for the Jdndians
were coarse cloths, blankets, calicaes, muskets, rifles, toma-
hawks, scalping knives, cutlery, lead, gunpowder, &o.

¥ Sec the President’s proclamation of Nov. 2d. 1810, in
which he declarved the effectual revocation of the French des
crees, and, predieated upon such revocation, cansed the nou-
intercourse after the 2d of February following to be revived o
gainst Great Britain,  See alio the anca bos of Qo 71w
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we are not such tame and credulous beings A to believe,
though it should even be otfirmed by our President, and repeat-
cd by our Governour, that fire will stot burn, that water will
not drown, that a continued system of restrictive nicasures

™ e » o ¢ " & s ae gy " =

and Gov, Galusha, in which the same declarution was repent-
cd.

As to the fact, whether these decrees were revoked or not
&t the time of isving the President’s procinmation, it would
seem almost incredible that there should be but one opinion,
How ta it possible to reconcile, in any degree of consistency,
the continued practice of captures under these decrees with
their affectual revocation ¥ An effretual revocation necessas
rily supposes no such decrees to be in existence, or, at least,
in operation.  Yet, that the practice of captuning American
vessels under those decrees has not been surpended by the
French Government, but has beca continued in full cllect,is
abundantly evident from the numerous aftidavits made and
publishe d upon the subject, as well as from the great nunber
of memorials to Congress, asserting and proving the fuct,
Not only have captures been made by the nava) ofhicers of
France, under these decrees, but condesmnations hive actually
followed in ther prize courts, ¢ It s ¢nough,” as remarked
in the late excellent uddress of the minoinity i Congresy to
thetr constituents ¢ to state only two cases which appear i
the oflicinl reports. The Americun slup Julian was cuptured
by a Irench privateer on the 4th of July, 1811, and cn the
10th of September tollowing, the vessel aud cargo were
condemured by the Council of Prizes at Pans for haviug violat-
ed these decrees,  On the same day the Hercules, an Ameri-
can ship, was slso condemned by the Impenal Cout of Prizes
for a eiomlar reason. o addition to this evidence, Me. Ruge
ecls letter to the Secretary of State, dated Nay sth, 1811,
agvs, ¢ 1t may not be amproper to remark that no Americun
vessel captured since  the flest of November, 1810, Las yet
been released.”

“ Iromn this it i3 apparent, that the commmandera of the na-
tionui vessels, the privateersimen, snd the judges of the prize
comnts, to wheh may be added also the custom house othicers,
who, as the instruments of carrying into effect the decrees,
must bave been vlade acquainted wiih the repeal, had it existe
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woold not rbur our country, or that war is not the greafest
a1k most drendful calamity which can befalt a navon, Woe
have cyes to sce, und eare to hear 3 we have understanding to
know, and cannot be deceived into a belief to the contrury,

cd, have been from flrst to last, ignorant of any revocation ;
and unilormly acted upon the principle of their existence, ¢ If
ather cvidence of the continuued existence of these decrees were
requisite, the acta of the French Governiment afford such a3
is full and explioit. Champagny, Duke of Cadore, minister
of foreign relations, in his repurt to his* Majesty the Emperour
end King, doted Paris, Dec, 8d, 1810, spesking of the decrees
of Beeln and Milan, says expressly, ¢ As long us England
sholl persatin hor Orders in Council, your Majesty will per
sist in your Deaorccs.” And in the address delivered Uy his
imperial majosty, Napoleon, to the Council of Commerce, on
the 318t of March, 1811, he thus declares: #¢ Fhe deciees of
Berlin and Milan are the fundamentnl laws of my Empire,
For the neutryl pavigation | consider the Rag as an extension
of teeritory.  The power, which suffers ity flug to be viclated,
cannot be considered as neutral,  The fate of the American
commerce will soon by decided. 1 will fuvour it if the Unit-
ed States conform themselves to these decrees. oo contrary
case, their vessels will be driven from my Empire.”  And as
late as the 10th of March, 1812, in a report of the French
minister of foreign relatione, commumicated to the Conscrva-
tive Sonate, it ig declaced, ¢ that as long as the British Orders
in Council are not revoked, and the principles of the treaty of
Utrecht, in relation to neutrads pus in force, the decrees of Ber-
lin and Milan ought to subsist,”’

A very extruordinary document promulgated in Frauce no
earlicr than May lust, had recently been published m Enginnd
and this country, purporting to be a decree signed by the Em-
perour Napoleon, and bearing date as far back ay Aprid 28th,
1811, tswvo manths after thie Nomimportation law had been ros
vived in its operation against Great Britain ; w0 which decree
the Bperor declares that, “ Being wformed of the law of the
2d of March, 1811, by which the Congress of the United States
has deereed the exemption of the provis ons of the act of Non-
tnterconrse, &e.  And considering that the 2 law i3 sn act
of recistance to the arbitrary preleasious advauced by the brite
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that War, Embargo, Stamp taxcs, Loans, Exeises, Lond
taxes and Standing Armics, are pot 1w be preferred by anane
tefligent people to Commcree, Itree trade, idgricutture, Peace,
I’rosperity, National happincss, and National respectalitity,

§
Nut however disastrous may be our present condition, howve

aver nlarming our future progpects, e have yel some causo
ith orders in counal, rnd o formal refusal to ranction a system
hostile to the independence of pentral powers, and of thieie
flags : We have deerced and  do decree, that the Herlin and
Milan decrecs are detinitely, from the first of November laet,
(1810,) no Jonger in torce as regards American vessels.”

If thig decree 18 1o be cangidered as the act revokmy the Ber-
o and Milng Decreer, it s at Jeast sutlicicotly pranitest that
these decrees were not eflectaally revoved ot the tase the
Preside nt issned his proclamation ol Nov. 1810, dectaring their
ro peat nod reviving the goninterconrse against Koghad, Forif
thry were then f;[j‘}'vruuliy rrz*ukr'd, Wh_’v the et t'nit}' of ‘g<1.
iy u revobinge docree, beartng diate see months aftor thelr
pretended vepeal 2 The Poosident®s proctimation awd res
newal of the nomntercourse apamst Great Botin were pre.
dicated vpon the peevions effecozal vevocation, ay declanod by
the Piesident, of the French docrees s el yeb ot Fownd that
the Kmperont’s repealing decree, swhich iy dated mix amonthy
whter, w0 oapecially predicated opan the vevivaly for two months
betore, of the nommtercourse Liw apainst Great Bota . But
Wit imoeie extiaardinary, i s fast dectee wae i faet ise
sucd gt the time it bews date, why was it pot nnmediately
promudgated £ And why were eaptures alterwinds setlered o
he made under tne Berlin and Mdan doerees ro opealed 2
‘The hriteh Governmeat live tong becn callage opon our Govs
ernment for some anthentie evidence of the tepead of the de-
crees, and bave repeatedly deckared, i the strongest asrutanes
ei, that when such evidence  should be produced the Bt
orders m connul would minedintely  ceire 1o operate, Why
theny ifour Governmicnt was apprized of thig repoaling deeree,
as 4t s calied, did 0 delay o oment to commumente the bt
forition to the BRuush Govenment, that one preat canee «F
the dliculttes between the two conntiies  mirglnt be removed,

and the United States gaved from the calumities of war, aud

3
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on this day for rejoicing.  We can rejoice that our indepen-

dence asxa nalion is not yet, #8 we hope, prostrated at the feet
af n foreign despot 5 that we still live under a republican form
of pavernment ; that the ninety davs Bmbargo, which filled our
country with gloom and cousternation, and ditfused over it appre-
bensions of upiversud bankiuptey and vnin, on this day cxpires.
Yot amidst these few caures of exultation and rejoicing, we
have abunfant reason to mourn for the miseries which await
v, An unmtertupted  course of restrictive mesasures, which
tor more than five years have been impoverishing our country,
und enfeebling its energies, is to be changed only for a state
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thelr citizens from the loss of properfy to an incalculable a-
mount 2

Whether this decree was written at the time it bears date,
or not until May, 1812, and antidated at  the suggestion of
our miaster, Mr. Barlow, remains a seeret. But it is evident
It was not written, or f written, it was not tssued, until Bo-
naparte had been assured that war woul! be dectured by the
United States ngainst Great Brram. Now when the Berlin
and Milan decrees cannot operate upon our neutral rights, as
In tohe present state of actual war no American vessels can
gall to or from an English port, or be spoken by an Foglish ship
withont being captured, these doereer, huving produced their
cifect, und being no longer of use, are most graciously repeals
¢d.

“ How wonderful is the faculty of the ¢ seperemment Na.
poleon™ r deluding the understandings of men !t He hay con-
vinced the Amerncon governmment and a great portien of A-
merican ciazeny, that iz decrees, iesued in 1806, were produc-
cd by, and are the legitimate consequence of, the Orders in
Councii, whieh were not in existence until the year after-
wards, 'n 1807 ; and he has, by fair means or by fuwl, induc-
¢d the Preadont to i3sue a proclamation in November, and
Congress to pass a law in Maich, both of which are exclu-
sively founded, as alledged, on the previous repeal of these
identical decrees, which, at least, was never eflected till the
Aprii foliowing, and then expressly predicated upon the law of
Congress passed two months before.”
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of war, the calamitics of which we canuot calculate, and the
duration of which we cannot foresee,®

A misty vapour has long obscured the radiance of American
glorv.,  Wehave loag secn o speck of war rissng in the horie
zon 5 and that speck has long boded w tempest. Ahcady the
breeze blows roughly over our Laces; it prows into the pale ;
the gale will swell into the storm; and the storm burst wto «
hurricane that will scatter misery and desolution over our

land,

c e e e e e gl the heavens
Fualsely sereney deep in @ cioudy specelk
Compressed, the mighty tempest braoding dzeells,
Ficry and foul, the small prognostic hawys
.-'I:Q,f‘f-"‘*-----.------------

* 1t s maportant toinquire why war was declared at a time
when there was such an immense aaaount of American prop-
ertv at sea, or in fore-on porty exposed to capture ? Was
there any necessity that the declaration should be made at that
particular period ; at a period whepn we had not even a com.
pany of troops upon the front.ers to attord them: pratection ? I
it not, in the history of nations, an uoprecedented singularity,
to make a formal declaration of war voder circomstances hike
thege ; especiaily agaiust o nation possessing a terrtory, bor-
dering upon ours, grareisoned with regular trocps, and filled with
hords of savages, whem it was in the power of the en¢my to
¢ let ship?” upon our expored frontiery, and scatter terraur and
dismay, massacie and ruin among the defenceless inhabirants 2
A wise government would have delaved the declaration ot
war, untid the nation was in due preparation for defence, and
commencement of hostihitics 5 aml wonld at least have so far
regarded the interests of ther constityenie, as to give suiiicient
tine for the cafe return heme o the tnrencely valuabie props
erty at sea, or in foreign ports, exposed to capture. Corivet
information has been piven that on the 7th of June there was
po less than 150 sa)l of Awcerican vessels at one island an the
oest-Indirs 5 and voward« of sixty ariived m Liverpoel in
May last. The pumbers m Lasben, Cades, &c.oare great, and
of inmense value, By the dedaration of war, winch was
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'‘War, of all evils which alflict nations, is the preatest, 1t
brings m its trarny calamities, distresses, and losses, for which it
is impossble for any length of perace adequately to compensate.
Yet it reems to be looked upon by sone of our countrymen
with the most sullen jndifference.  They appear to be the
sport of the wildest opinions, and the fiercest of passions.  Led
by the most extravagant and infuriated spirit, they seem to
long for nothing but blood and plunder, and sigh ouly for wars
and massucreea,  They act as if they were restless and un-
casy until they had introduced into ous 7 itherto peaceful coun-
try, all the evils and miserics of unhappy Europe ; untl they
had rencewed the same scenes here, whichh have been so bar-
barously acted there. The spirit of democracy has so sublimat-
cd and enlightened their notions, *¢ that they can survev the age
itations of the world with the same indifterence as if they did
not ive it ; asif they occupied, as mere speetators, a safe
posittion m some distant star, and beheld revolutiony sometunes
brightening the disk of this planet with their fires, and at oth-
ers dimning it with thewr vapours,  They can contemplate,
unmoved, the whirtwiad, Lfting the hiills from their base, and
mixing their ruins with the clouds. They can see the founda-
tions of socivty gaping in fissures, as when an earthquake
struggles from the centre.”  Such men, indeed, are superior
to humanity, if not to the love of country. They are mdiflerent
to the sacrifices of liberty as well as order, of blond as well as
treasure. A British war, a Spanish war, an Indian war, have
no horrors for them. But it never can be the disposition of
the majority of a free people to hurry their country into the
mad excesses of war, and therely entall upen themeelves and
posterity a load of taxes which will press with intolernble
weght even upon distant generations.  God in his mercy
gragt it may never be here, as in wretched Europe, where
the ragged peasantry, balf employed, less than half paid, were
ever ready to listen to the enchanting eloquence of a recruit-

made before they had time to return, they becaine all exposcd
to caplure.
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g sergeant, and where war has ever been the teade fliat in
credit, and Jeast of all in rivalship with any other,

We are not in n condition to indulge the spirit of conquuest.
Terrttorial aggrandizement can never be our ohject, without
w sacrifice of uational prosperity and happiness,  We already
see hingland groaning under a nativnal debt of more than
twilve hundeed milhons, occasioned by her incessant wars,
The people of France are in a still more abject condition, with
morce than half their male population converted into soldicrs,
and trained the mercenary slaves of a tyrant.  All fustorg
shews that the epirit of war and conquest has changed the
form of governmeut, and eventually estublished o despotism,
in every republic in which it has been indulged.  But, asa
great man says, ¢ if every grave-stone of u departed republie
bore a lesson of wisdom and warnming, there are sonie preople
who woula shut their eyes rather than read 11.”?

As to defensive war, the country is always able and ready
to wage it.  If we were invaded by an enciny, that enomy
would be promptly repelled by a spontancous and universal el-,
fortol the people.  But a war of conquest, a foreign war, is
neither swited to our interests, nor compatible with the nature
nnd genius of our government,  The people will never be wil-
ling to put their dearest rights at huzard to gratify the malice
of a tew, or to preserve Congressional honour, or Congression-
al cumsistency,  With whatever indignant seusibility we may
view the long coutinued and unexampled aggressions of the
balligerents of Europe upon our neutral 1ights, yet, in our pres-
ent unprepared and defenceless situation, with no competent
naval force, which Washington thought neccssary for our pro-
tection, to aflurd us effectual redress, we cannot but deprecate
war as & measure which, however justifiable from the accu-
mulattd wrongs we have sustained, is not only opposed to the
great interests of the pation, but will expose the country to
the worst of all possitle evils, without promisng any success-
ful advantage,
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But what we have most to dread ts, that the present war
will chain us in a fatal allinace with France, und render ug
the humble instruments of niding Bonaparte, who now tyran-
1zes over the continent ol Lurope, at lengh to tyranize over
the world.  'We caunot contend against his enemy, without
beecoming his friend.  We in eftfect fight e battles, and ag-
sist hun in his ambitious projects.  Aod can it be the desire
of freemen, who love diberty, (o see the human race in chamns?
Before the French revolution, Europe had many fiee republies,
Alas ! they are no more., France, proclaiming war against
Kings amd Princes, has waged it against comroonwealths,
Switzerland,, Holland, Geneva, Venice, Lueca, Genoa, are
gone, and the wretched Batavian, Helvetian, and [talian Re-
publics, though never more than ere spectres, have at
length been swallowed up in the great scpulchre of republics.
“ After many convilsions, we behold Bonaparle in the undis.
turbed possession of France, whose vast extent, whose ime
yoense populourness, whose warlike spirity, and arrogance in
victory, mvest her with the means, as well as the claim, like
old Rome, to parcel out kingdoms, and sit in judgment upon
nations. Rome availed herself of the divisions of the Grecian
republics to xubjugate them all.  Affecting a zeal for their
Iberty, she offered her alliance ; and the allies of Rome, like
those of France, became her staves, The Greeks joyfuily ad-
ed Rome to conquer Macedonia, and Phillip, the Macedonian
King, was employed against Antiochus, the Syrian monarch.
Egypt was too base to make any resistance, and abjectly sub~
mitted to tribute.” Thus every independent republic, and
poweri.. prince, fell a sacrifice to Rome. Like France, she
seldom had more than one enemy to fight at once ; they fell
In succession, and their servitude was concealed, though it
was embittered by the title of allies. France actually possess.
€3 a greater and more decisive military superiourity over the
contiaental inations of Europe, than the old Romauns did over
the forces of Antiochus, Mithridates, and Juguitha ; and, es-
pecially, over the Carthagenians, Greeks avd Macedonians,
Nothing is wanting to the solid eatablishment of a new uni
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versal empire by France, that stall spread ae fur, last as long,
and press oy heavily on the necks of the abject nutions, as
that of Rome, but the prossession of power upen i cqual to
what ghe already has upon land.  She hus alveady more than
halt achieved her purpoge 3 the struggles of libcerty are over
in Lurope.  Spain and Pertugal ave breathing out painful
existence 3 and the continental pations are now quictly sleep-
{ug in ther chains,  H ehe should succeed in conquering, (.
Britum, and obtain possession of the British navy, thes charns
would be adamant, which no human force could breal,
I'rench tyranny, hke the great dragon, would have wingy,
and the remotest repions of the civized world would be near
enough 1o cateh pestilence from tus breath.  Would the Units
ed States be safe 2 When France is master of both land and
gon, wiil distapee preserve us 2 With fifteen hundied ships of
war, distance would be nothing to Bonapate. However
brave may be our counrrymen, we shall have snmuch anxiety
for our safety, when the fatal time shall arnve, that we bee
come the only objeet for Bonaparte to d recel this immense
force against,  As an eminent Urator has declared in 4 voice
of warning to is country, we have seen Austria, in vain ops
pose three hundred thousand veterans to his progress 5 we
have seen Russta repelled in the pitched battie of Austerlitz 3
we have seen Piussia, with its armies compicte in pumber
and disciplare, stand stlly not darimg to stir, and wartiog (o
achnowledee him conquerer 3 we bave seen half a million ol
English volunteers paradmg the coasts of dussex, of fossex,
and of Kent, and yet trusting only to the viglance of the Brit-
bh navy to hinder the FPreuch from crossing the channel

But Bonaparte bas said, and it is possible some may aflect
to belicve, that Prance is satisfied with her ampie dominion,
that, wearv and exhausted by war, she secks only to estab-
1:sh the more ploricus universal empire of the arts, and when
she i3 po longer embarrassed in her beniticient designs by an
cbhrtinate and jealous antagomist, the werld will then begin to
cnjoy peace without a disturber of its blessings,  Is this how.
¢ver, the nature of ambition ¢ Is it an sppetite that s clivaks
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&4 and cloycd, or made ravenous by its gluttony 2 A cre-
tion only once in gix days would not be mude fust cnough to
keep pace with the growth of its desires. The whole world
¥ not wide enough for this giant to stretch his limbs in,  Am-
bition contented with its limits ! Huave we seen the ocean so
full that it would not drink up another river £ Inquire of the
winds, whether the last storm has crippled their speed that
they will never blow again,  Ask of the pestilence, whether,
wenry of havoc, its iron heart relucts to tread once more its
circle of destruction.  Yet six months after France shall con-
quer Great Britainand get possession of ber navy, that ocean
will swell beyond the Alleghany ridge, that tempest will scats
ter blight and nuldew over all our plains, that pestilence

wouald cramp every heart with terrour and spot every fuce
with contagtion. We should sce the temple of our Liberty

ashes or in sacclothy and o we did not toathe hfe, it would
be becauge we could endure todrag it on iu servitude and dis-
grace.

Can we view then with complacency a measure, which
threatens to entangle us in an alliauce wath Fiance, and to
render us the active instrumentz of aiding Lonaparte in the
subjugation of the world.  We are not yet so lost to the love
of bberty and freedom ; we are not yet so enamoured with
Smperours and Kings, as te wish to exchange our republican
government, where the people are the soveireigas, fora nrh-
tary despotism, where the people are glaves. The Ameriean
people still know how to value thewr privileges 5 all power iz
in their hands, and they will claim the nght to exercee it
They will quictly submit to the weasures of govern nent, how-
cvor oppressive or ruinous, and resort only to constitutional
means for redress,  Forcible opposition to the jaws swaill never
be countenanced or encouraged by gond crtizens 5 much Jess
will they become active agents in such an undertakieyg, 1
thie nature and tendency of the faws are predudicil to the m-
terests of the peeple, they have the peaceuble, the eflectual
remedy in ther own hands,  When their elections comne a-
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bout, they have only to change the men, in order to cffert a
change of measures,  This they will do, when the welfare of
the nation shall require it 3 for it is to be hoped that the peo-
ple in this country are not yet go wedded to any set of men, not
yet go chained down in their attachments to party, that they
will not examine the measures of government with canudour,
test them by reason, and when they are right, speak with
approbation, but, when they are wrong, be distinet in the
censure,  Such conduct constitutes the perfection of human
wisdom. It will prescrve to us our invaluable rights and
privileges ; it will learn us to subdue our passions, and to act
from correct reason rather than blind prejudice ; to regard
the substance more than the name, measures more than men.
It will teach us to profit by the examples history affords us,
and bewaie of the rocks and ehoals on which all former re-
publics have been shipwrecked. It will lcad us to steer a
middle course, avoiding anarchy and licentiousness on the one
hand, which inevltably lead to despotism, and  the smallest,
the least encroachment on our constitutional rights, on the
other. In short, it will enable us, by cultivating the arts of
peace and cherishing the social virtues, to perpetuate our re-
publican govermment, and become a singular instance in the
history of nations, of a people handing down in regular suc<
cession to the latest postenity, the hberty and independence of

their country.

Here, perhaps, [ ought to stop ; but the character they sus.
tain, the principles they proiess, the alarming state of the
times, demand a particulas address to the Biethren of the

WASHINGTON BENEVOLENT SOCIgTY.

The United States form this day, my Brethren, one of the
most interesting objects that ever the woild beheld.  There
exists no other Republic.  Huiwand, once so great and so fiee,
has drank to the very dregs the cup of despotic cruelty. The
mountains of Switzurland have bowed their tops to an usur-
per, and her vallies no more resound with the glad songs of
Literty and Tell, Venice and Genoa have been swallowed

E
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vp in the wide gulph of French conquest, aud afl yemnins of
Itatian fieedom have been annthilated by the butchering dag-
gers of a remorseless soldiery. On the map of the universe
pow stands America alone, the only solitury Republic, the fa-
voured residence of liberty. llow long she will remain so,
depends upon the virtue and patriotir= of her citizens, We
are at present surrounded with cevilz, and encompassed with
dangersg, which threaten the existence of all we hold dear.
Our fute, it is true, is not foretold by signs and wonderg ; the
earthquakes have not declared 1t ia explicit language ; com-
cts indeed have not glared in the form of types, and printed it
legibly in the sky ; but our warning is as distinct, and almost
as awful, as if it were announced in thunder by the coucus-
sion of all the elements,  Our country hins only to trust to the
wercy of God, and the patriotic endeavours of her citizens, to
avert the calamities which bang suspended over us. We
can ne longer jook for safety to those Heroes and Sages, who
once led us, by their united valour and wisdom, through the
difliculties and dangers of an arduous couflict. The silent but
destroying sweep of time has laid the greater number in the
dust. 1f we had our Waslungton to direzi and guide us,

e senaanaewaansthough perilsdid
Abound, as thick as thought could make ’em, and
Appear in forms more horridy -~ « < - < - - - »

we should not despair.  But the light of his god.like soul, and
the calm but ever steady lamp of his experience, shipe no
more in our land. In the wise, though inscrutable, dispensa-
tions of Providence, he has past away, leaving us no hope of
ever again beholding his like. Next to the freedom he
achieved, and the government he so preeminently contribut-
ed to establish, Washington, who was emphatically bora for
his country, and whose principles we profess to revere, was
himself 1ts most invaluable treasure. Like a rock secure in its
strength amidat the fury and wild uproar of a troubled ocean,
he stood unmoved by all the evils, dangers, and misfortunes
attendant on civilor military life. Though nature had atag-
gered in convalsions, ard even tumbled i wide spreadiog ru-
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ing around him, nothing could shake the firmneis of his ateady
mind, He was not oply a Soldier and Statesman, of the flrst
order and rank, who had saved his country and sccured her
hberties, but he was still greater, and shoue with o serener
though less briliant lustre, as a Christian, who patromzed hen
religion, and improved her morals.  But--he is gone. He
died in the full maturity of his fume, and has left behind him
an imperishable reputation.  Yet, to use the language of an
clegant schollar, % what has the country he saved done to
manifest its gratitude.  Not a stone tells the stranger where
the hero is laid. No proud columnu declares that s country
is grateful.  The stranger who, in dayys to come, shall visit
our shore, will exclaim, show me the statue of your “’usl;ing-
ton, that I may contemplate the majestic form that encom-
passed his mighty soul ; that 1 may guze upon those features
once lighted with every virtue, and learn to love virtue as §
behold them,  Alas ! there is no such statue.  Lead me then,
American, to the tomb your country has provided for hier de-
liverer @ to the everlasting monument she has erected to hix
fame. Alas! his country has not given him a tomb ; she has
erected no monument to his fame, His grave is in the bos-
om of his own sotl, and the cedar that was watered by his
hand, i3 all that rests upon .

Whence, my Brethiren, is thiz cold neglect ¢ Is it envy,
jealousy, or ingratitude 2 Or iv it that, in the great struggle
for power and place, every thing clse is lorgotten ; every no-
ble, generous, and national sentument disregarded or despised 2
It 15 true, whean the government was composed of the friends
of Washington, and the advocates oi his principles, a yum of
moeney wiis appropnated to erect a monhument which choyld
peipetuate his rerpory and declare his country’s gratuude.
But times changed, and men changed with theas. Republic
can economy could by no means spare £0,000 Dollars,
to do suitable bonours to the fiiend, the beaddactgr, e sav-
iour of his countiy ; yet, atrange to ted, but i fuw vears als
terwards, it could witlingly spaie the same sum . reward
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the eervices of r Spy and Traitor. By this a monument has
been erected, which will long remain to perpetunte, at least,
the depravity of the timea,  The truth is, there are mapy in
our comitry, who neither love the character, not reverence
the principles of Washington.  Yet they will pretend to vene-
rate his name, and for the same renson that vice is compell-
ed refuctantly to pay homage to virtue.  The principlea he
professed and practiced, have loong been departed from, nnd
strange docteines infroduced in ther stead, 1t s no wonder
then, thut ® unusual dissengions and calamities are prevailing
among us,” But the preaent state of things cannot long re-
mam stationary, We must open our eyek to our folly ond
correct our errors, or necessanly edvanve on to & state the
most deplorable in the condition of a nations

When a country like ours has been brought to the very
verge of destruction, itz sudden fate can be arrested only by
an union of honest men of all parties.  And, at most times,
if proper means are used, the honest of all parties will endeav-
cuir to obtain correct nformation, and coalesce to save their
covniry and themselves from ruis., Under the existing cir-
cuinstunces of our country, and perilous as the times are,

wiigt mote proper than to associate ourselves for the laudabie
pacpose of subduing the unhappy dissensions which are pre-
valing smong us, and producing, in the principles of Wash.
syton, ki union of bonest men of whatever political parties,
Our beloved Washington, whcse memory we wiil never for-
get,in a letter to Mr, Jefferson saye, « | am accused of be.
1ng a party man; but ] am no party man ; my object is tn
reconcile afl parttes.”  So the ebject of our Society, which i
founded upon his principles, is not to build up a party, but ¢,
break down all parties ; to inculcate Amernican sentiment. ;
to diffuse correct information ; to awaken a spirit of candid
Inquiry ; to induce u¢ to regard measures more than men ; to
destroy the odious influence of paviv pames ; to abolish the in-
vidious and unfounded distinction between the words  Fede-
ralist” and ¢ Republican? 1 sav, unfounded distinclion ;
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for Mr. Jefferson, whom our adversaries will not refuse to v
ccive as authority, declares in his innugural speech, « We
are all brethren of the same principle ; we are all Federalisty,
all Republicans.,”  And again, ¢ Every difference of opinion
is pot a differeuce in principle.”  In pursuance of this idea,
our Society, so fur as it 13 political, was establisked ; intend-
cd to realize in practice, what was probably with Mr. Jeffer-
son u mere speculative opinion.  Our object i3 to revive the
times, and introduce into fastuon, the principles of Washing-
ton, that our country may again be prosperous and happy,
and its name respected among the nations of the earth, We
profess to be firmly attached to the Constitution of the United
States, and pledge ourselves to preserve it inviolate against all
inroads which may have a tendency to change its republican
sature and form, whether of monarchy, of aristocracy, of de-
moctracy, or any specics ol desvotism, and endeavour to have
it administvred, in its true spirit and meaning, upon the pure
principles of our itlustrious Washington.*  We are alzo bound
to divest ourselves of all partiality to foreign nations, when
it shall interfere with the interests of the United States; in

- gy T W O ® B W W W

* There bhave been a few, for whom we would willingly have
charity, who, as it is believed, through a mistaken apprelien-
sion of the principles and design of the uskington Benevo-
lent Society, have endeavoured to impress the public with
\ belief, that the members of this Society are hostile to our
present form of government, They seem to intimate that,
although we avow our attachment to the Constitution ¢f tie
United States, yet we are opposed to its principles ; and this
they infer from the strangest of all reasons, hecause we pledge
ourselves to preserve it inviolate against the inroads of Mon-
archy, of Aristocracy, of Democracy, ¢ And why not pre-
serve our Republican Constitution inviolate against the in-
1oads of Democracy 7 Is it not the duty of every citizen
to support the Constituticn and preserve i inviolate against
el! inroads ¥ And why not against the faroads of Democra-
¢y ? Mas Democraey such chanins that the peaple are wil.
lng to have 1t make inroads upon the Constitution and finally
destroy 8 ¢ Are they so enamouied, so infatvated, as tobe
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other words, to be Amaricans in word, in deed, and in truth,
We are to study to preservo our republican rights and privi-
leges, sud to aid and assist each other in our several callings,
whep it shall not interfere with our duty to others or our own
ntezests,. We arc to be kind to the poor, ai.? benevolent to

all ; peaceable citizens, and obedient to the . We are
to lmva our couutry, and devote our time and <uc talenta to
vender her prosperous and happy.

Such being, my Brethren, the principleson which our Society
is es nblished, lct us care not for the revilings of persecutors,
or the backslidings of apostates. With a conscious rectitude
of heart, like the primitive Christians, we will not heed the
reproaches of adversaries, nor forsake the assembling ourselves
together to edefly and improve cach other. We have but a
little time to continue our abode here, and GOD only knows
kow soon we are to leave this for ¢ another, and,” as we all

willing to sacrifice our Republican Constitution, and waste
away their strength in the embraces of this Delilah ? Bt
what is the legitimate meaning of democracy ? Does it desig-
nate a form of government like that of the United States,
which is a representative Republic ? By no means. It de-
scribes a state of society where the powers of government are
exercised immediately by the people in their own pergons,
snd not mediately through the sgency of representatives. An-
¢ient Atheps, where the people all meet in one body for the
purpose of meking laws, was'a Democracy. But can the peo-
ple of the United States, covering as they do an immense ter-
ritory, wish to exchange their present representative Repub-
Jic for a Democracy, which would render it necessary for
them to assemble, from immense distances, in one assembly,
in tumultuous commotion, to decide upon questions of war or
peace, and to passall necessary laws ¢ But the greater objec-
tion raised against the Society is, that they not only pledge
themselves to preserve the Constitution inviolate against the
tnroads of monarchy, of aristocracy, of democracy, &c. but
will endeavour to have it administered upon the pure priuci-
ples of Washington, it is the principles of Washington tiiat
ﬂley dh!lhﬁ'.
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’hope, ¢ g better world.” Our pilgrittage here is short ; we
must soon surrender our places to those that will come after
us, Why not thea act our several parts well while upon the
stuge of life ; conform in all things to the principles of our
Society 3 contribute to the wants and relieve the distresses of
cach other ; and instead of exciting and aggravating political
or rclig.ous quarrels, endeavour to quell party animosity, des-
troy the unhappy disscnsions which are prevailiog among us,
and strive to hve in peace and friendship. Let us study the
character, listen to the precepts, and imitate the example of
wur beloved WASHINGTON, in whom all the republican vir-
tyes were concentrated,  Let our private sud public Iife, as
tac a8 in our power, be conformed in honesty and purity to
his. Let us cherish the Constitution of our Country, as we
would the vital juices of our existence ; let us cling to 1t whle
their is life in it, and even longer than there is hope. Let us
manifest christian meekness by being always open to convic-
tion and ready to rveceive the truth, but let us never forget

Christian determinaticn in a cause we know to be not wrong,
and can lay our hands upon our hearts and swear to be right.

At clcctions, with an undeviating, unshaken resolution, let us
give our suffrages for chaiacters we koow to be honest and
capable, regardless of the clamours of the noisy partizan, who
lives upoa office as vermin vegetate in corruption. An intlexi-
ble perseverance in such conduct, 80 virt ous and so patriotic,
will yet preserve to us aad our posterity our hard.earned lib-

crties, and, 1 trust n the living Gop, end in our eternal hup-
piness and our gountry’s glory,



