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THE inroads upon our public liberiv, cail for rcpamtmn—-l hewrongs
we have fuftained, call for—jusrice. “That Reperation and that mfhcc-

may yct be obtained, by UNION, SPIRIT, and FIRMNESS. But to
divide and cenguer was the maxim of the Devil in the garden of Lden, and

' to difunite and enfiuoe hath been the prmc:plc of all bis votaries from that

period to the prefent.
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sDoton Tote.

AT a Meeting of the Frecholders and other Inhabitaats of the town of

3afion, duly qualified and legally warned in public Town-Meeting, aflem-
pled at Faneuil-Hall, the 4th day of July, A.D. 1798.

ON MOTION, oted, That the Seleétmen be, and hereby are appoint-

ed 2 Committee to waiton FOSIAH QUINCY, Efq. in the name of the
town, and thank him for the elegant and fpirited ORATION, this day
delivered by him at the requeft of the town, upon the Anniverfary of the
Indevendence of theUnited States of Amcrica, in which, according to the

inftitution of the town, he confidered the feelings, manners, and principles, -

which led to that great National Event—and to requeft of him a copy for
the prefs.

Asteft. WILLIAM CGOPER, Town-Clerk.

JULY 5, 1798.

CENTLEMEN,

I CANNOT give you the cuftomary notice of my acquiefcence in
the requeft of my fellow-citizens, withour exprefling my gratitude for the
indulgence, with which the enfuing fentiments were received. If they
have any merit, it refults from f{tri& and anxious regard, to what
appeared to me truth and duty. The times require union, decifion, vir-
tue. With them, Americans are invinciblee. Without them, they are,
and deferve to be, {laves—and what 1s more—f{laves to the worft of maf-
ters. I am gentlemen, with every fentiment of refpeét,

your moft obedient humble fervant,

YO0SIAH QUINCT‘.
The Sele€lmen of Bofrox.

-— kg



An Oration, &c.

HAD this day, AMER1CANS, returned auf-
picious as former anniverfaries, I fhould, after the
example of my predeceflors, reftriét myfelf to dif-
charge the tribute due to the paft glories and future
profpe&s of our country. But at a time, when dark
and gloomy clouds hang over the hopes of our na-
tion, when hoftile paffions attribute this afpect of
public affairs to various caufes, when through the

falfe opinions of fome, and the artful mifreprefenta-
tions -of others, the principles of our revolution
have been abufed as precedents, or dreaded’as 1n-
firuments, of fatious enterprize ; higher duties are
added to the ordinary obligationé of this day and 1n-
{titution. Not only to extratt from our ancient
hiftory the principles, feelings and manners, which
led to that glorious event ; but alfo to compare
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them with thofe of our day, thereby to vindicate

that period, and illuftrate the events of the prefent.

Tue prnciple, which flimulated, the feelings
and manners, which made fuccefsful ourrevolution,
are in nothing different from thofe, on which our
country muft, at this day, rely for falvation. And
that{yftem of oppreflion, which made our declaration
of Independence neceflary, originated inthe {fame
malign paflions, which, in our time, have produced

difirefs to the United States.

Tue principle of our revolution was fimple ; a
paflion for Independence ; a high {enfe of the eter-
nal right of a great people to govern themfelves af-
ter their own choice and manner. However aflidu-
ous our anceftors were to hide it from Great Bri-
tain, perhaps fortunate enough to conceal it from
themfelves, their emigration, their ftruggles in de-
fence of their rights and {oil, their {entiments of ci-
vil freedom and fubjetion were diftated by the ge-
nuine fpirit of Independence. That to this digni-
ty the genius of our fathers afpired, is evident from
the principles and manners adopted in the earlielt,
and pertinacioufly purfued to the lateft periods of
their hiftory. Records of a memorable {pirit exift.
A {pirit always vigilant and active, ever conftrutting
barriers againft European influence, cementing op-
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pofition to it into a principle of patriotiim, {purning
every conceflion remotely implicating the indepens-
dance of their eftablithment, and hazarding, at ali
times, every thing dear, to prelerve for their off-
fpring a pure, and unincambered inheritance. E-
ven to us, accultomed as we are to hardy avowals
of right, their favorite maxims are objeéts of equal
pride and admiration. That fubjetion terminated
with removal.(a) That the duty of allegiance did
not follow them to the ends of the earth.(z) . That,
not this principle. but the compatt contained in the
Charter, was the fource. of the powers of the crown,
which it had no right to extend or refume. (4)That

the fovereignty of the [oil was in the aboriginal

princes, whofe prerogative purchafe had transferred

to them.(c) That the rights of (elf-government re-
(ulted from the attual compact of freemen.(4) From
whence they deduced the qualities of an Independ-
ent goverament, free trade,(¢) peace, if it pleafed
with the enemies of England, (f )Independénce
from controul in ele&ions,( g) from the embarrafi-
ments of judicial appeals,(b) and the binding force

of afis of parliament.(i)

Bl ey

(z) Hutchinfon’s hift. Maff.- Bay, 1 vol. 230 p-  (8) Ibid. 231
(&) Tb.230. - () Ib. 45, () Ib..x79.  (f) Letter of MafL. Gen, Ct.
to Oliver Cromwell, Ib. 166, 452 (¢) Petition of Gen. Ct. to Parl.

1651, Ib. 443. (5) Gen Courts Declaration of Rights in 1661, Ib.456.
(i) 1b..a2 vol 12.
B
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TuEe operation of thefe principles approximated
the old Charter government to an Independent Com-

monwealth.(#) Judicial procefles in the name, not
of the king, but of the Colony,(/) the oath of alle-

giance unadminiftered, {m) laws of trade flight-

ed, (») refufal, at the inftance of the crown, to renew
or yield their Charter,(¢) holding it treafon in their
General Court to {peak of appeals to the king,(p)
are fymptoms of an high {enfe of Independence,
and precur{ors of national lovereignty, They {prang
up under the old Charter, and were nourifhed by the

moral, civil,religious, and military charaQer of our
anceftors. The new charter, impofed after the re-

{toration checked, but did not deftroy the feeds of
national freedom. They are dilcovered burfting
forth on all fides 1n oppofition to the kings gover-

nors and parliamentary influence, in difregard of
alts of trade,(g) in declarations of the invalidity of
taxation without reprefentation, (r) in fecuring
the controul of the Trealury,(s) and gralping under
every favourable pretence the claims of prerogative,

THis bold fentiment and praétice, foinconfiftent
wiih the principle of monarchy and the Colonial
relation, could not fail to touch the pride of Britain.
Fortunately fhe did not anticipate the importance

(¢) Hut. hift. Mas. Bay 2 vol. z0. (/) Ib.zvol. 163.  (m)Ib,28):

. () 1Ib. 290, 2 vol. 12. () Ib. 163. (2) Ib. 64.  (g) IbrB3e
(s) 1b. 206. *
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of the Colonies, until age and morals had given en-
ergy and charaCter to their eftablifhment, nor com- -
mence her aggrellions,until the evils, in prefence and
profpet of European controul had roufed the {pirit
of our anceftors ; whofe moft precious legacy to
their defcendants 1s the exemplary, difcernmentand
vigour, withwhich the defigns of their enemies, open
and concealed, were penetrated and oppofed. The
political hiftory of our country exhibits {carce any
other profpeétthan the work of Independence grad-
ually advancing under cover of affertien of natural
rights and refiftance to regal aggreflion ; {ucceflive
affumption followed by fucceflive irritation ; mate-
rials for explofion colleing : till at length the at-
tempt to tax without attual reprefentation, ¢« inftinét

with fire and nitre,” convulfed and feparated the new
world from the old.

THE evils, which provoked this fpirit of Inde-
pendence to the {olemn declaration, which gives this

day celebrity, were produced by external Juxury,
avarice and luft of domination, co-operating with an in-
ternal, depraved, ambitious, difappointed faftion. To
fupport the preffure of her maffive debt, Britain nat-
urally looked to the aid of her colonies. Their
wealth, induftry and enterprize promifed a rich re-
lource of revenue. And thefe hopes were foftered

by a {mall difcontented pariy, which had exifted a-
mong them from their firft fettlement, the leaders of
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which, having no refort in talents or virtue, could a-
lone quench the thirft of ambition at the fountain of
foreign {fupremacy. Dy falthood, by milreprefen-
tation, by appealing toher avarice, and expofing the
nakedne(s of the land, this party encouraged and 1n-
vited the aggreffions of Britamn. And by infidiouf-
ly fowing diffenfionsbetween the Colonies, by firiv-
ing to diffever their interefts, by malicious 1nvec-
tives againft their chief patriots, by every art, through
which groveling intent captivates grofs under{tand-
ings, they attempted to {catter difcord and difunion
among the'people. As early -as 1646, the {erpent
faGtion, which Tattens in a free foil, lurked at the
root of our republic. Petitions for rights and priv-
ileges, hoflile to the inclination or intereft of the
people and its reprefentatives, were preferred, ac-
companiedby the memcrable threat of appealing to
parliament if denied.(/) The government of the
Colony replied to their complaints, but as their ex-
preffions had been contemptuous and feditious, they
were reduced to reverence by the bitter, but whole-
{fome, New-England regimen. [Fine, furetyfhip and
imprifonment avenged the dignity of the government
and themajefty ofthe pmple,infu]ted in their rulers.
There is this remarkable of the complaints to par-
liament of thefe firff American malcontents upon
record, that none of their fucceflors have materially

(/) Hutch. vol. 1, p. 138
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deviated from their path. They complain of the
government, of the people and the puipit. Of gov-
ernment, becaufe, 1t was not managed by them. It
muft of confequence be 1ll managed. Of the peo-
ple, that they were {o ignorant, or {fo obflinate,
that they would have confidence 1n their rulers, and
would have none in the complainants. Ofthe pul-
pit, that it ¢ fided with government and denounced
the judgment of heaven againft fuch as were go-
ing toEurope with evil intentions againft the coun-

tr}'_..’l

Tuese powers, operating without and within
the colonies, produced thofe aggreflions, which led
on our revolution. One faw in the controul of
our revenues a rich refource for luxury and necef-

fity. The other fought to fupply the dehciency

of their ambition by external patronage. The ma-
chinations of both rendered the colonies {o con-
temptible in the eyes of foreigners, and {o weaken-
ed theties of domeftic union, that the hopes of the
people had well nigh been fruftrated. But the {pirit
of Independence triumphed. The geniusof Amer-
ica rofe flow, but terrible in wrath, and burft thofe

chains, which foreign vice had forged, and domettic
treachery attempted to impole.

TrEe defign of this inftitution is to enliven and
record in our bofoms, thofe facred and pure princi-

ples, manners and feelings, to which our country 1s
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indebted for the high and happy rank fhe holds
among nations. A duty, at all times pleafant and
ufeful, 15, at this day, peculiarly incumbent. Paffions
are abroad and operating inthe land fimilar to thofe,
againit which our fathers ftruggled. External lux-
ury, avarice and luft of domination have again
graipedatthe fovereignty of ournation, and {upport-
cd internally, by a depraved, ambitious and difap-
. pomted faction, hadwell nigh effefted its intent.
The {pirt of our anceftors, which had flumbered too
long, 1s rouled fromits repofe. Like trials threaten
us. We have duties equally folemn to fulfil. Much
1sdue to ourfelves. Muchto a government the work
of our hands, and which fecures to us all the right
of man, and all the blefling,. of the focial compatdt.
More to pofterity, of whole hopes, we are truftees
and guardians. But to the memories of our fore-
fathers, to thofe principles, which wrought our In-
dependence, whofe truth and value they fealed with
| theirblood, not to tarnifh their glories, nor fall be-
hind them in virtue, we owe an eternal obligation.

IT does not need a nice eye to mark the fimilar-
1ty between the principles and duties of paft and pre-
fent periods. Meafures and objeéts, means and ends
are the fame. Names and nations have changed.
But foreign and domeftic tyrants, the enemies' of

public liberty and focial order, providence, 1n mer-
cy to man, has reftrited to one {yfitem of {chemes,
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with power only to vary the compofition and appli-
cation of their potfons, according to the varied fanity
and diforder of the public.mind. The projeéts of

Androfs, and Randolph, and Dudley, and Hutchin-
Jony, and Barnard are revived in our day. Thofe
projetts are confined neither to time nor place

They are univerfal as human paflion, and eternal
as the nature of man. Whenever ambition and
luxury unite in the fupreme power of a potent na-
tion, it will never fail to invade the rights, and un-

der fome pretence or other to attempt the controul
of its neighbours. Andreal republics always opena

wide field for ¢ diplomatic agencies.” In that {pecies
of government, a party ever has arifen, and ever
will arife, holtile to the interefts and liberties of the

people. In the ftrife for popular favor all cannot
be gratified., Difappointment will feck revenge. En-

vy purlue its rival.  Luft of power pant for eleva-
tion. There will ever exift ignorance to be mifled,
and vicious hopes to be pampered. If the nation
in 1tfelf do not afford thefe paflions means of grati-
hication, they will feek fatiety from foreign connec-

- tions and influence. The union of thefe has been
always fatal to republics.

Thz faions {pirits, whofe Intrigues have pro-
duced fuch loﬂ'es and diftrefs to the United States,

and forced our federated ftars from ‘the pqthway of
peace and heaven, are fervile copielts of thofe an-
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tient enemies of Colomal Independence, They have
neitherthe claim of oniginals, the merit of ingenuity,
nor the charm of novelty. It'is not a.mere gencral
refemblance. It is the old piece in a new pofition.
The {ame in charaller and attitude, in expreflion
and paflion, in drapery and delign. - The tories and
royalifts of old time, compared with the true friends
of America, were a {mall and weak party; unable
to acquire the confidence of the people. Ambition,
which cannot be gratified by honerable means, has
a {ure. refource 1n intrigue. Their invitations fti-
mulated and encouraged aggreflion.” They marked
out the plan for our enemies. Divide and conquer.
Infert your influence amid the parties ~f the State.
Corruf)t the avaricious, frighten: the weak, vilify
virtue, turn talents to ridicule, weaken the obliga-
tions of morality, deftroy the influence of religion,
make men worthy to be {laves, and they will {ue for
fetters. How minutely. the 0pponent§ of the will of.
the people have adhered to thefe principlesin our day
is too obvious torremark. We fhall find the like-
nefsnot lefs ftriking, if, keeping our own times in.
view, we call to recolleftion the arts by which the:.
tories and royalifts formerly: 'play.ed this eternal ..
game of tyranny. To encourage and unite the in-
habitants of the old world, they every where pro-
claimed us a divided people ; that embarked in.a
common caufe, we refufed to bear our Iha_rebf CX-
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pence ; that reared under their wing, in our ftrength,

we were unmindful of our patrons. In America dif-
ferent ch.anges were rung. - They attempted to fet
1t variance the fouthern and northern colonies; to
make the orders of {tate contend; to render the poor
fufpicious of the rich ; the rich fearful of the poor.
They told the people of fleets and armies; of the
power of the adverlary, and their weaknels. The
arms and vi€orics of a nation, then {tiled terriblc
to her enemies, and generous to her fricnds, were
painted in colours beft fuited to alarm. “lThe fin,
the crying fin of ingratitude, to a nation, who had
fought our battles, the bones of whole warriors
were mingled in the {ame plains with ours, was bla-
zoned in terms defigned to make us cdious and con-
temptible at home and abroad. LEvery man of ta-
lent and virtue was defignated asan object of themol:
atrocious flander. Our Clergy,—Godever preferve
to them the glorious prerogative !—calumniated by
the enemies of their country. ~Our patriots, loadea
with every infult, which abandoned minds could in-
vent. Otisthe [pirited and eloquent {tateiman; Aay-
bew, the man of wit, learning and piety ; Adams,
the equal pride of paft and prefent times. (#)

(¢} Vid. the feries of Political Effays in Newfpapers for 10 years pre-
ceding the Revolution, particularly the writings of Novanglus, in Edes
and Gill's Gazette, commencing January, 1775. and thofe of Maffachufet-
tenfis in the Bofton Chronicle about the fame period. |

C
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This is hiftory. May we not {ay, it is alfo pra-
phecy ? Exchange Britain for France, monarchical
for republican forms of controul and corruption,
initead of a Britifh Governor, place a French Envoy
at the head of the party ; in the room of rebel and
traitor let them be furnithed with the offenfive epi-
thets, Ariftocrats and Englilhmen, give them new
weapons and new cloaks, and the tories and royahits
of Seventy Fiveare the Jacobins and Exclufive Pa-
triots of Ninety Eight*. The refemblance between
thele periods refults from the uniformity of the pal-
fions, by which delpotic defign is neceffitaied to
operate. Notwtth{tanding the infinite fhapes it af-
{umes, its hopes exift on two refources only; to de-
ceive, or to debale the people. Tothe former, igno-
rance and falfhood are the ready paths, and all vi-
cious projects are advanced by demoralizing man:
For moral {fenfe once defliroyed,and confidence in vir-
tue fhaken, the people, deprived of chart or compals,
will commit the charge of the v:{lel to every bold
adventurer, who will feize upon the helm. Let us

| ‘ *Since this performance was pronouncs
ed, it has been fuggefted to methat juftnefs and accuracy require a
difcrimination in favour of thofé who in former and prefent times were
miftaken follcwers of arch tories and Jacobins, It cannot be expeét-
ed that awork,neceflarily of ageneral nature, thould include minute fhades
of character. Iowe it however to truth to remark,that on the onc hand,
as the myftical names of loyalty and allegiance, as well as the vencrabls
ones of order and good government, form an apology for many
enemics of our revolution, fo on the other, names equally myftical, gra.
utude and fraternity, and thofe equally venerable, liberty, equality,
and rights of man, are no lefs a palliation for the uberration of good men-

into paths, which terminate in the utter defltruction of all that 1s facred
and venerable on earth.
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not then deceive ourfelves. But inﬁegd of loofe

execrations, examine the evil,and apply the remedy.

SoME men exclaim, ¢ The vile {pirit of party 1s
our ruin, Corruption has gained ground among us.
Thefe infults and aggreflions are fruits of their en-
couragement.” It is doubtlefs true that fuch influ-
enceexifts in our country. Againit ours, as againli
all preceding republics, corruption and faction ave
leagued. But the attempts of thele, although they
produce inconvenience, can never, without other
aid, deltroy our national independence. Others
cry, ‘“the perﬁdy and avarice of the ruling POWErS
in Frunce have laid a deep {cheme, againll our {ov-
ereignty.” It is not to be doubted that 1n the career
of viCtory and crimes, fuch. plans are drawn, and
even now executing. But fchemes like thefe, though
formidable, cannot alone [ap our eftablifhment.
The government of the United States, extending pro-
te€tion toits citizens, fhowering bleflings around
the people, rich and ftrong in their affe€lions, can-
not be uprooted by fuch enemies, however power-
ful. The danger lies nearer home. It exifts—par-
don the refleftion, not fuch as are pleafant, but fuch
as‘are ufeful, belong to this period—it exifte—TI fear
you will think me too prefumptuous—it exifts, A-
mericans, in our own bofoms. It is the indolence,
with which we have fupported government, the
calmnefs, with which we have heard it calumniated,
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the fecble, and fomctimes doubtful, fupport, wehave
yielded to it, that have given ,ﬂrength and fpiritﬁs to
d._ftructive defign, 1nternal and external. Imn'iérf-
cd in private interclts, and perfonal projefls, we
have not been attentive enough to thofe eftablifh-
men*s which can alone give permanent value to ac-
qutfition or improvement. While each man has
been fhifting off the burden of {upporting govern-
ment, on his n 1ghbour, all have viewed, with {ur-
prize and indignation, at onc time,a domeftic infur-
reCtion threatening its infancy ; at another, an 1nfo-
lent foreigner feizing the dearell attributes of fove-
reignty ; and now, [acrifices equally derogatory to
-national honor and 1ntereft demanded {from us. Dut
could we reafonably expett the reverfe? An individ-
ual is thought to merit infult, if he fuffer it with
impunity. Want of {pint to refent, not oniy in-
vites injury, but 1s among the marks of its defert.
Yet we, Americans, the delcendants of Sires renown-
ed for their jullice and {pirit, have heard daily a
government of our own choice and creation ndicu-
led, vilified, calumniated, we have {cen every art
exerted to propagate the tale of falfehood, not only
without punifhment, but almoft without reproof.
If a people will not take the trouble to refcue its
sovernment from infamy among themlelves, have
they right to complain, if it be notrelpeted by for-
eigners ? If in the full bloom and vigor of youth,
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while profulely fcattering around us rich fruits, it
cannot intcreft us cnough to protett 1ts charalter
from obloquy, and its exiftence from attack, is it not
natural for our enemies to expect 1ts utter diffolu-
tion, when, checked by embarrellments, it cannot
yield fuch luxuriant bounties ¥ And how certainly
do they already rely onits deltruction,when, by the
neceflities to which 1t hasbeen iniquitoully reduced,
it fhall apply to the diret contribation of the peo-
ple !

Acain : the rulers of our nation were {eledt-
ed by the people from amid themielves, for their ta-
lents, virtues, and patriotifm. Emanating from the
common mafs, returnable into it at ftated periods,
with interefls, views and feclings, which could not
be hoflile to thofe of their conftituents ; above =zll,
for the moft part, leaders and pride of our Indepen-
dencec, what other requifites could exift to enfure the
~ttachment and confidence of the people ? Yet what
has been the refult? From the adoption of the Fed-
cral Conftitution, a current of calumny and abufe,
replenifhed from fources the moft vile and wicked,

has never ceafed to pour upon our rulers. While
we, high {pirited republicans, in full exercife and

boaft of the energy of virtuous,and the forefight of

intelligent minds, have liftened calmly to thefe in-
ve€tives ; and without reflefting, that the keenefl of
all infults againft the people is that, which kolds up
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its reprefentatives to difhonor, this language has
been fubmitted to frommen, the loudeft, on all occa-
Gons, in their pretended veneration and care of the
people. Need I call you this day to the difguiting
recolleCtion of the calumnies and falfehoods, which
have been propagated concerning our beft and moft
virtuous citizens ; our clergy; the majority of both
houfes of Congrefs ; the heads of all thedepartments
of State ; the prelent head of our nation; or {hall I
point you, to that injured hero, who, like the depart-
ing fun, looks through the thades of Mount Vernon,

on this weftern world, refulgent with his glories ?

Tuis pralice and forbearance we have not
learnt, Americans, of our anceftors. They were
well apprized that fuch abule is treachery the moit
malignant againft the republic; in as much as 1t de-
{troys the moral qualities-of the people; breaks down
the barriers which feparate and diftinguifh vice from
virtue : diminifhes the greateft fecurity of the people
in a ruler, by making one event to patriots and trai-
tors. OFf thefe fafts, and of the fpirit, which has
gone forth to lay principle and charaéter low, none
of us are ignorant. The evidences are before and
around us. They 'meet us in the ftreet. They
follow us into our houfes, They infeét the purity
of the country ; and difturbthe tranquillity of the
town. Americans are every moment witnefles of

the malignity of their virulence. Yet, firange m-
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fatuation! the manufallurers and venders of thefe -
potfons are fupported and encouraged among us.
And there are many, who give credit to their in-
tentions, or in charity, transfer the guilt, from their
hearts, to their underftandings. But have not the
people a dear property in the virtues of their ru-

lers ¢ Will they look on unconcerned {pettators,

while that property is violated ? Are men of talents
and integrity of fuch {pontaneous and abundant
growth, that we can afford to trample on them rude-
ly, or make them abhor our favours ? To what will
thefe things lead? Experience daily gives the an-
fwer. Men of talents retire, or rcfufe your proffer-
ed honors. True fpirit cannot long bear to be a
butt for the fhafts of calumny. If the juftice ol
their country will not fecure the fame of good men,
they will feek, in retirement, confolation for its in-
juftice. And whe will fucceed ? Bold and hardy
ambition, that feeks his own emolument, not the wel-
fare of the State: from whofe brazen front, the darts
of juft reproach leap back, blunted ; that will fac-
rifice his country, and take care to recompence up-
on the people,—Ah ! keenly to recohlpence, their

unjuft fufpicionsof virtue, or thoughtlefs indolence
in its defence. '

MEercirur: and righteous have been the ways

of Providence to our nation. It had crowsed our
cup high with bounties. The United States walk-
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ed forth, among the people of the earth,1n the bloom
and majefty of youth and freedom. Profperiy be-
gan to obliterate the principles of our forefathers,
to corrupt their fimple and pure manners, and to
weaken that attachment to country, which was their
diftinguiithing attribute. Like the other cholen
people of the moft high, we began to run after
{trange deities, the idols of other nations; to f{or-
fuke his altar, for the new temple of liberty, which
has no Gobp ; to lock with lefs awe on conflitu-
tions, refling on rcligion, the rock of ages, cement-
ed by the blood of our [athers, upheld by morals,
venerable by carly habit and recent obligation. The
black whirlwind, which fpreads diforder and delo-
tation over the face of Eurépe, curls threatening
towards our thores. The impending evil has hal-
tened us back to ourfelves, to the principles and feel-
ings of our anceﬁms to a richt and high fenfe of
ourduties. Our coafts ravaged {from the Mifhifippr
to the St. Croix, the blood of thoulands ftreaming

again for Independence, a century of war is a cheap
pricc for this rcnovated temper and unclouded
vifion. |

But on this fpirit alone, we muft not rely for
falvation. The day of trial will require higher en-
crgies and {everer duties. Let no man perfuade
numielf that this ftate of things will ceafe,.or Inde-
pendence be preferved without arduous conflicls;
without conflifts of blood. Look around you, my
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countrymen, and burft thofe films with which faul-
ty love and momentary interefts, heretofore dark-
ened’ your vifion. Recollet the obftinate perfe-
verance, with which every agent of republicanized
France has ftriven to gralp your fovereignty ; to re-
vive antient antipathies; and, by ofltentatious di‘play
of love, to create a claim for dangerous reciprocity.
Recall to your minds the venom, with which her

miffionaries, principal and {ubordinate, open and
concealed, have corroded your firft Patriots and Vir-
tues, and with what rancour they continue to this
hour, fthamelefs, their infamous falthoods and ca-
lumnies. Turn your eyes to the other fide of the
atlantic, and {hake off that inciolence, and love of
eafe, into which peace and delufive lecurity have
{funk you. Behold in Europe, a new Empire, like
the Macedonian and Roman, progreffing forward, in
the fame paths, and by the fame means, to univerfal
dominion. See it, under (pecious pretence of giv-
ing liberty and rights, entailing flavery and wretch-
ednefs, on proftrate man. And learn, that in all
this, there is nothing new either in projeét or execu-
‘tion. When Pbhillip afpired to feize the fovereign-
ty of Greece, think you that he proclaimed his de-
fignsto theworld ? He(v)too firft interefted the zeal
of the Grecians, by pretended concern for their relig-

(v) Travels of Anarcharfis the younger by the Abbe Barthelemi, vol. §,
¢h. 61.vol. 7, ch. 82.

D
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1on and rights; by fplendid fuccefles over diftant

nations, he cxalted their admiration ; and by profel-
fions of pure and virtuous intent, excited their enthu-
fiafm. While he was {ecuring the [urrounding king-
doms, fome by conqueft, others by alliance, and
while the true patriots and ftatefmen of Greece
were ftriving to roufe the people from their lethar-
gy, before he became invincible, his < diplomatic a-
gents” were compofing their fears, weakening the in-
fluence of all the friends of their country, calling
them mercenaries of the Great Perhian king, the an-
tient cnemy of Greece, painting the bleflings of ,
:peace and the horrors of war, and notwithftanding
one nation after another was falling vittim to his
arms, by thefe arts, they rocked the people into fuch
fatal répofe, that they colle@ed not their force, until
it was too late. Greece like her neighbours, fui@k
mto fubjeflion. Andunder afeigned alliance, be-
came a tributary ftream to that Macedonian torrent,

which defolated the Afiatic world.

TuEe fame projetts on a broader {cale made the
Univerfe pals under the Roman yoke. Hear one of
their hiftorians. ¢ By afte€ling moderation in victo-
ries, (@) by appearmg only folicitous for the inter-
efts of their allies, (2) by dilclaiming all ends but
the profperity of the people, (4) by proclaiming
themfelves generous to their friends and terrible on-
ly to their enemies, the Romans haftened to univer-

(z) 1 Ferg. Rom. Rep. 212 (&) Ib. 213,
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fal dominion. In all their [ucceiles, relerving noth-:
ing to themf{elves, befides the power of giving away
entire kingdoms and provinces; or in other words,
they relerved nothing but the power of feizing the

whole, at a proper time, and for the prefent, the {u-
preme alcendant over all the conquered provinces,

that were given away, and over thofe who received
them. Taking care {o to balance (¢)the parties in
the State, to which they had given a nominal Inde-

pendence, that no formidable combination could be
formed againft their fovereignty, and if one ora
few parties thould prefume to with{tand their power,
many others were rcady to jointhe cry of ingratitude;
and to treat oppofition to them,as an unworthy return
to thole, who had fo generoully efpoufed the caufe
of mankind.” Shall I infult your underftandings
by a formal application of this hiftory ? I ook at It-
aly and Holland, plundered, profirate, andenflaved;
paying their whole wealth for their freedom, and
their liberties, yet at nurfe, under the bayonets of
Fifty Thouland Frenchmen. See Venice given
away at a bargain; and Swils mountains, whofe
bare and icy brealls upheld liberty to the hea-
vens, penetrated, vanquifhed and chained. Be-
hold an hundred thoufand warriors, with fwords
encrufled with blood, ready to pafs into Bri-
tain. Into Britain did I fay ? Into America; into
any land, that oﬁpoi'és obftacles to their ambition,
or offers plunder for their rapine. We have al-

Jowed ourfelves too long to be deluded, Americans.
F<)Ib. 215,
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The fear of that abufe, which in ours, as in all
countries, is the inheritance of virtue and patriot-
1{m, has kept truth too long 1n the thade. But the
day of apology 1s paffed. 1Itis in vain; it is treach-
erous now to palliate the iniquitous defign. Our go-

| e B4

vernment has declared, and the people from one end

of the continent to the other are echoing the difgrace-
ful truth. ThatIndependence, for which our fa-
thers {o long and ardently firove, and to which they

waded through blood and peril, has been aflaulted;
our rights invaded ; the hiberty of deciding on its
own intereflts dented to our government; its mofit fo-
lemn ats inf{idioully reprelented as the work of a
fation ; and you, yes, you, my countrymen, been
incited to plunder your conftituted authorities of
vour choiceft delegated powers, ard undcr the plau-
{ible pretext of affuming your natuval rights, to o-
pen anopportuiity to foreigners to feize your liber-
ties by your divifions. Praife be to him, who rules
among the paflions of the human heart, the infidi-
ous appeal of forcigners to the people has been an-
{fwered to their confufion. With an holy indigna.
tion, worthy the chiefs of the revolution, worthy
their defcendants, the people have vindicated their
Indepéndence, they have {corned to be cheated out
of their rights, have broken the fhackles of too par-
tial an affettion, and diffolved the charms of grati-
tude. under which, too long for their honor or in-
tereft, they had flumbered.  Thanks to the firm
and {tern texture of our conflitution ; thanks to the
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bold Independence of the head of our nation;to the
firm and manly conduét of our envoys ; above all,

thanks to the {pirit of our forefathers, defcended a-
gai to blefs their pofterity, we have efcaped the
fnare. Inftead of gloom, it is a day of exultation.
Inftead of defpondence, joy fhou:d penetrate and
enliven our countenances and hearts. Americans
have returned to their government ; they have re-
turned to the principles of their revolution; to the
influence of their beft and molt virtucus citizens,
from whom, by dark policy, they :ad been eflrang-
ed. We had drankdeep of the cup of her love,
brimmed with principles, noxiousto morality, as well
as to Independence. Atthe moment,when the laft
dreadful draught was mingled for us, it is firicken
from her hand, and the {words cf millions of free-
men gleam half {prung from their {cabbards, indig-
nant at the infult. Think you Ameiicans, that the
{pirits of our departed patriots and heices, ficm
amid the band of the perfect and juft, look not down
complacent on the events of our day ? Yes, furely ;

and cn their thrones exult, « THESE ARE OUR
CHILDREN."

Laudable 1s your zeal, my countrymen; juft
your indignation. What! Americans, with your
knowledge, habits, and virtues, rich in governments,
and rulers of your choice, fortified by morality,
infpired by the hopes of religion, fhall ye be phaced
on a level with the grofs and reftlefs flaves of an-
tient defpotifms ? Shall ve be dupes of the fame
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hacknied arts as they ? Shall your.governmeuts, the
refult of your calm inveltigation, filled with pure,
cuarded by youthful blood, be drugged by the fame
«vofs opiates as have drenched 1n death, aged, cor-
runt Furopean fibres ¢ With the records of ybur
anccflors 1 your hands, their maxuns on your
hearss, Thall ye be {rightened into dilgraceful facri-
ficcs, ordelcend to try Iiberty by arithuietical pro-
cels, open accounts betwecu Independence and [ub-
miflion, firitke balances, and make nice calculations,
how much 1t will coft to be freemen, and what you
may hope to keep, and be {flaves ? The tombs of
vour fathers, alas! untimely reared ; the bleach-
ed bones of your warriors, which the 1plou.gh {hare,
in induftrious progrefs, upturns to the 1ky, excite
~diffcrent feniments, roufe to other duties. Not a
paltry tax, lefs than the neceflities of all goverriments
rcquire, not burdens incumbent, but threatened,
prompted their ftruggles, pointed them to glory.
It is better to die, than be flaves. And to their high
{entiment, payment of a pepper-corn on principles
derogatory to their rights or their honour was {lave-
ry, worthy to be repelled at the rifque of life and of
all that ts dear to man. They alfo were tempted
by the fair names of peace and of plenty. Bat, what
fecurity for peace, except national [pirit and power ?
And what can the {word take away, which rapine
will fpare ? Away then, with thefe fallacious hopes,
which delude our hearts and weaken our vigour.
With no common voice our country commands ue
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to fhield her from difgrace ; from devaftation, this
land, the delight of freemen; from deftrution, thofe
dwellings now thz abode of Ppeac: and of joy ; from
defilement, thele altars, where reafon unites her in-
cenle with devotion ; and from pollution, thole fair
bofoms, native manfions of purity and truth.

- Tue ark of liberty 1s, among the virtuous, union
invincible. Guard, therefore, againft faction, the
viper. Guard, as the bulwark of your hopes, the
fame and honor of your rulers. Above all, guard a-
sainft thofe bafe, unmanly {ulpicions, by which fo-
re;gpn and domeftic enemies ftrive to break the an-
chor of Independence, confidence bctween rulers
and people. Then, Americans, you may rely with
afTurance, that,—if fuch be the will of the Supreme
ruler,—you fhall preferve the peace and liberty,you
{o juftly prize, and your country maintain, in hon-
or and virtue, that high and happy rank, ihe holds

among nations.




