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ORATION.

The annual celebration of the commencement of our nation-
al existenr. is a custom that deserves to be approved and per-
petuated. if those who live under governments in which the
subjects have no share can feel a patriotic interest in the com-
memoration of the victories that Lave illuminated their annals,
much more may we, a sell-governing, sovercign people, exult
in our joint inheritance of joy and pride. I the battles in
which the szlfish ambition of :ivals for power has deluged every
corner of the carth in fraternal blood, are held in everlasting
remembrance by the posterity of the victors, to keep alive the
national spirit and to nourish that enthusiasm, wh'ch, blind and
preposterous as it may sometimes be, i3 ye! the strongest safe-
guard of a nation’s honor, union and independence, how much
rather should we embalm in our hearts an act of self-sacrificing
devotion unsullied with any mixture of sordid interest—an act
which stands, and must forever stand, ulone, in its original, un-
approachable sublimity. ‘The blasts which have rung loudest
and most frequent from the trumpet of fame have ever pealed
in honor of mere vulgar slaughters, an unavailing and a Javish
waste of lite, over which pure philanthropy could only weep.
How delightful is the contrast of our American jubilee, when
our gratetul anthems ascend in devout thanksgiving to Him



4

who inspired the founders of our independence to erect for
themselves that ever-during monument—a work which, as it had
no model, though it may be often imitated, will have no equal
—forever peerless in its solitary grandeur,

If \here be any event in the histery of the world, that any
nation is called upon to celebrate by an annual festival, the
birth-day of a frec and mighty empire presents the strongest
claim to this distinction. On suck an occasion it is natural to
revert to the fuadameatal principles of our sociai comnact, to
investigate the spirit of’ our .astitutions, to discuss our duties
and our prospects, as well as to kindle the fire of patriotism.
Indeed, were it not for the vast variety of topics which a sub-
ject so rich in interesting reflections as the declaration of Amer-
ican Independence necessarily suggests to the mind, one might
aimost despair of yilding with the charm of novelty a theme
which has been so often exhibited by your poets and your ora-
tors. Butsuch asubject is a mine of inexhausiible wealtl:. As
far as you explore its diverging veins, new treasures will still
reward your search ars bright as those that blushed at the first
opening of the zoil.

The Fourth of July, 1776, was the date of our political separ-
ation from Gziveat Britain. The separation left the Colonies,
Independent States. But political Independence was only a
single step towards freedom from foreign influence. Much re-
mained to be done—alas! much yet remains to be done—before
these United States can be pronounced to be completely and
in the broadest sense ‘ndependent of Great Britain. The Brit-
ish spirit is still largely felt: it still in a great measure pre-
dominates over our literature, our manners and customs,
through the whole tone of our society, in the whole tenor and
spirit of our Jaws, and in far too much of our domestic and for-
eign policy.. 1t was natural that this should have been so; it
is inexcusable that it should remezin so. It is high time that
we were independent, not only politically, but intellectually,

sorally, and without qualification.

The founders of our States were British emigrants, They
brought with them the spirit of liberty, but it was the spirit of
British liberty. as modified by British institutions, and ue quali-
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ified ' by-British prejudices. They were firm, consistent, and
loyal friends of the British Constitution, and they werc disposed
to yield a hearty obedience to the British Government, within
the limits of the British Consiitution. The British Government
undertook to impose upon them burthens which the British
Constitution did not warrant, and like true Englishmen they
resisted. 'They vindicated for themselves the rights and pri-
vileges of Englishinen. This brought on aiicnation, war, se-
cession, and those who at rirst meant only to hold fast thetr
birth-right as British subjects, ended by casting off their aile-
giance to the British crown.

At the commencement of the revolution, our fathers were,
generally speaking, whigs: that i1s to say, they were warmly
attached to the British Constitution as it then existed. They
were attached, and adhered with a loyal fervor, to hereditary
monarchy in the protestant successiou. to a hereditary peerage,
and to that elective aristocracy, the Flouse of Commons, which
by a legal fiction was said to represent the people of Great
Britain. They were thoroughly imbued with British principles
~~vith whig principl ., but in the course of a seven years war
most of them got gradualily, though eflectually, rid of these
principles—they ceased to be British whigs, and became Amer-
ican democrats.

The mere act however of severing the political connection
between ousrselves and the mother country did not, of itself,
necessarily and immediately, alter the whole complexion of
every article in the political creed of every American, Some
no doubt, who were most bigoted in their attachment to British
principles, continued in the faith in whicn they were brought
up—continued to be whigs. It has even been said, that, long
after the war svas over, there were distinguished men who still
held fast to the whig system. [t was satd that Alexander Ham.-
ilton declared that the British Coustitution, with all its faults,
and with all its corruptions, was the.most admirable Constitu-
tion upon the fac~ of the globe, aund that without * - corruptions
it would be altogether impracticable. If this were so, this
grcat man must have been a thoruugﬂ whig after the Federal
Constitution had been some years in operation. Whether the
tradition be correct or not, and our authc¢rity for 1t 13 the word
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of Mr Jefforson, it cannot be doubted that there were those
who entertained, if they did not avow, the sentiment attributed
to Ixamilton. Such sentiments, under various disguises, have
survived to the present day. There is reason to suppose that
genuine whigs may yet be found in New England, the part of
the country which most nearly resembles Old England, still
cherishing, through good report and evil report, the political
faith which they inherit from ante-revolutionary times; like
Bourbons, forgetting nothing, learning nothing,—unchangeable
through sixty vears of hard experience. These whigs however,
must be antiquities and curiosities,—few and far between,
contrasting oddly enough with rational American demo-
crats.

The majority of the people however, are not, and never
again can be whigs. They desire, and have long desired, to
cast off that Dritish influence, which weighs so heavily upon
us, from education and habit, but which is so repugnant to our
institutions, condition, and character. It is therefore an inter-
esting inquiry to ascertain, as nearly as may be by a general
and cursory examination, by what steps, and how far, we have
discarded the unwholesome control of notions derived from our
colonial dependence; and by what measures, and to what ex-
tent it is expedient that we should endeavor to eradicate the
leaven that remains, and to make ourselves in very deed and
truth, as our fathers declared that we are, and of right ought
to be, F'ree and Independent States.

The power to tax the Colories without their consent was
never constitutionally possessed by Great Britain. The at-
tempt to exercise this power brought on resistance, and a war,
in the course of which the Declaration of Independence was
issued, and maintained. The successful issue of that contest,
under the auspices of Washington, forever freed our necks
from the yoke of foreign political supremacy. After the peace,
the incompetency of the confederation, and the evident tenden-
cy towards anarchy in the several States, produced a reaction
in favor of the British system, which, while the war was raging,
had fallen into disrepute. The British Constitution was. held
up, as the only model, and the perfect model, of a free govern-
ment. A leading whig of those times, a more consistent, not
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to say more honest whig than any of the present day, pro-
posed an Executive for life, to have the power of nominating
the governors of the different States, with a Senate during good
behavior, in effect for life, as conservative institutions to coun-
terbalance the democratic force of the popular impulses that
make themselves felt in our Government. The democracy
however was then so strong that not all the genius of Hamil-
ton, with the authority of the genuine whigs associated with
him, mighty names some of them, could impose upon the peo-
ple a scheme “bearing these aristocratic features. Under the
mediation of Washington a compromise was effected. A gov-
ernment too strong for the fears of Patrick Henry and of Jef-
ferson, and many other sagacious, patriotic, and eminent states-
men, but not strong enough to answer the views of Hamilton,
and the other admirers of the British Constitution, was recom-
mendcd by the Convention, and adopted by the popular sufira.
ges, The crisis was safely passed, and the father of American
freedom was a second time the Savior of his Country.

Washington not only burst asunder the British chain, but
his wisdom and his weight of character introduced that expe-
dient, I mean our existing Constitution, which averted the na-
tural and the threatening revulsion of British principles; a re-
vulsion which would have been absolutely irresistible after a
few years of suffering and anarchy.

The Constitution, I say, was an expedient which saved us on
the one hand from anarchy and its miseries, on the other hand
from that reaction in favor of the high-toned and aristocratic
doctrines of the whigs, which must have followed anarchy. It
was admirably adapted—it was almost miraculously adapted to
its objects, considering the circumstances under which it orig-
inated. It soon became apparent however that the Federal
(zovernment was not to be an exception, to the ordinary prin-
ciples which regulate the action of ambitious men placed in
situations calculated to stimulate their ambition. Power is to
ambition what wealth is to avarice. Instead of satisfying the
desire, it creates an insatiable craving for more. The dispo-
sition of power to arrogate to itself more power was exemplified
in the Federal Government, as it has been in every other since
the world began. This became its guiding and its governing
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principle; opposition to this was the criterion and the substance

‘of democracy. In its course it swelled and grew like a snow-
ball, till it accumulated to the magnitude, and moved with the
ponderous momentum of an avalanche.

The fundamental article of the democratic creed is this, that
the Greneral Government ought to be strictly confined within
its proper sphere. In the words of Thomas Jefferson, taken
from an official opinion drawn up by him while Secretary of
State, they ‘ consider the foundation of the Constitution as laid
on this ground, that all powers not delegated to the United
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States,
are reserved to the States, or to the people. To take a single
step beyond the boundaries thus drawn around the powers of
Congress is to take possession of a boundiess field of power,
no longer susceptible of any definition.’

Congress overstepped these boundaries, in 1791, by the
charter of the bank, in spite of the strenuous opposition of the
republicans of that day, with Jefferson and Madison at their
head, Hamilton, the most ardent admirer of the British Con-
stitution, then Secretary of the Treasury, aimed to place that
department ‘in such an attitude as to command the whole ac-
tion of the Government.” He believed that mankind could be
governed only in two ways, by force, or by corruption. Force
was out of the question here, of course corruption was the only
alternative, Sir Robert Walpole, the most distinguished whig
minister of Great Britain, while first lord of the treasury and
chancellor of the exchequer, has the credit of having originally
introduced this system of government, which has been charac-
teristic of the whig party ever since, wherever it has been in
power, with means at its disposal. * For self-defence, where
argument failed,’ says his biographer, ‘ he had recourse to the
more powerful influence of corruption; and this latter mode of
conviction, which he not only practised from necessity, but
systemalically vindicated and vecommended, gave a distinguishing
character to hic administration, and entailed reproach on his
memory.’ It must be allowed that the Bank party in the Uni-
ted States are richly entitled to be considered legitimate fol-
lowers of Sir Robert Walpole, whose maxim was that ‘ every
man has his price,’ and so far at least they have a right to the
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appellation of whigs—betng not only admirers of the British
Constitution in theory, but admirers and ititators of its prac-
tical operation, under the most celebrated of whig administra-
tions.

Having once overstepped the boundaries of the Constitution
in the creation of a Bank, the Government by degrces went on
to take possession of that boundless field of power, no longer
susceptible of any definition, which was thus opened to them.
The obstinate resistance of the democratic party could not pre-
vent such legislative constructions of the Constitution, as made
it u very different thing from what the people thought they had
submitted to. Those sweeping powers which Hawmilton and
his friends had sought in vain to incorporate into the Consti-
tution were extorted from it by virtuc of the doctrine of imph-
cation. It was tortured into any shape that might suit their
purposes. ‘Legislative cxplanations,’” says Jeflerson, *were
given to the Constitution, and all the administrative Jaws were
shaped on the model of England, and so passed.’ The alien and
gedition laws, the muzzhag of the press, the unrelenting pro-
scription for opinion’s sake, made that period emphatically the
reign of terror.

‘i'he bone and muscle of the nation, the hope uu:l strength
of the people were roused at last, and took the power iuto their
own hands. ‘'Uhey perceived that it was their own quarrel
which was to be fought out against the lovers of power and
weitlth, who were fust monopolizing both, to the imminent
danger of the general freedom.  They rallied therefore under
the early and inflexible champions of the democracy; truth
and reason were the weapons they employed; union gave them
strength, and the aristocracy was prostrated before them.
The immortal Jeflerson was seated at the helin of state, and at
once ‘restored the Government to the Republican tack.’

Mr Jeflerson disallowed the binding force of British prece-
dents, and undertook to conduct the government upon Amer-
ican principles.  His untiring eflorts through the eight vears
of his presidency did much towards carrying back the adiminis-
tration to its original, constitutional simplicity, und to accom-
modate our institutions, which had begun to be warped alter

a foreign model, to our own situation, character, and circum-
by

o
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stances. It was impossible for him to return to the primitive
purity of our system, however, so strongly had the British
virus impregnated the whole body. He did what could be
done, but to complete the work was reserved for his more for-
tunate successor. The Constitution had been deeply violated,
but the violatior could not at that time be redressed. Mr Jef-
ferson had given his written opinion on the fifteenth of Febru-
ary, 1791, that ‘the incorporation of a Bank, and the powers
assumed by this bill, have not, in my opinion, been delegated
to the United States by the Constitution.” He might have sta-
ted this as a fact, for while the Bank Bill was under discussion,
Judge Wilson was reminded by Mr Baldwin of the following
occurrences in the grand Convention. Among the powers
enumerated, in the draft of the Constitution, was that fo erect
corporalions, On debate, 1t was stricken out, Particular powers
were then proposed; among others, that to establish a NA-
TIONAL BANK. This was opposed and REJECTED.
Judge Wilson admitted the correctness of this siatement, which
1s now well known from other sources.

The late lamented Mr Madison concluded his speech against
the Bank, in 1791, by remarking, that the power, exercised by
the bill then pending, was

‘ Condemned by the silence of the Constitution.

‘ Condemned by the rule of interpretation arising out of the
Constitution,
ir. ¢ Condemned by ifs tendency to destroy the main characteristic
" of the Constitution.

* Condemned by the expositions of the friends of the Consti-
tution, whilst depending before the public.

¢ Condemned by the apparent intention of the parties which
ratified the Constitution.

‘ Condemned by the explanatory amendments proposed by
Congress themselves to the Constitution.’

‘That such a power, loaded with such condemnation, should,
notwithstanding, have been usurped and excrcised, was enough
to introduce a 10oted and general corruption which could not
be removed until the cause was eradicated. Mr Randolph in
1824, after speaking of the ¢vagrant power’ to charter the
Bank ¢ seeking through the different clauses of the Constitution
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where to fix itself,’ and the vagrant power of internal improve

ments, * after being whipt from parish to parish, at last seeking
a settlement under the war-making power’—in the same
speech’in which he gsserted that a new sect had arisen, who,
in their latitudinarian constructions of the Constitution, as far
transcended 'Alexander Hamilton and his disciples, as they
transcended Thomas Jeflferson, Juies Madison, and John Tay-
lor of Carolinu—attributed all those loose interpretations of the
Constitution which favor consolidation, to the establishment of
the banking power, as their original source. °*Sir,” said he,

‘ when I consider this war-making power, and this money-ma-
king power, and suffer myself to reflect on the length to which
they go, I feel ready to acknowledge that in yielding these, the
Statcs have yielded every thing. 'The Jast words of Patrick
Henry on this subject, although uttered five and twenty years
ago, are now ringing in my ears. I am sorry to say that all
the difhculties under which we have labored, and now labor,
on this subject, have grown out of a fatal admission, by one of
the late Presidents of the United States, which gave a sanction
to the principle, that this government had the power to charter
the present colossal Bank of the United States.’

The unconstitutional, anti-American, and strictly British
character of such an Institution was attested, as long ago as
eighteen hundred and eleven, by Henry Clay, whom we may
fairly offer as an unexceptionable witness against the consoli-
dationists, the British, or whig party. ¢ When gentlemen at-
tempt to carry this measure on the ground of acquiescence or
precedent,’ said Mr Clay in his speech against the recharter of
the old baunk, ¢ DO THEY FORGET THAT WE ARE NOT
IN WESTMINSTER HALL ¢’

‘'To legislate upon the ground merely that our predecessors
thought themselves authorized, under similar circumstances to
legislate, is TO SANCTIFY ERROR AND PERPETUATE
USURPATION.’

‘The great advantage of our system of government over all
others is, that we have a written Constitution defining its lim-

its, and prescribing its authorities, and that, HOWEVER FOR
A'TIME, FACTION MAY CONVULSE THE NATION,

and pussion and party prejudice sway its functionaries, the
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season of reflection will recur, when calmly retracing their
deeds, all aberrations from fundamental princi'p]es will be cor-
rected. But once substitute practice for principle, the expo-
sition of the Constitution for the text of the Constitution, and
in vain shall we look for the insirument in the instrument itselt"
IT WILL BE AS DIFFUSED AND INTANGIBLE AS
THE PRETENDED CONSTITUTION OF ENGLAND.’

‘ What would be our condition if we were to take the inter-
pretations given to that sacred book, which is or ought to be
the criterion of our faith, for the book itself? We should find
the Holy Bible buried beneath the interpretations, glossaries
and comments of councils, synods, and learned divines, which
have produced swarms of intolerant and furious sects, partaking
less of the mildness and meekness of their origin, than of a
vindictive spirit of hostility towards each other. They ought
to afford us a solemn warning to make that Counstitution which
we have sworn to support our invariable guide. I conceive
then, Sir, that we are not empowered by the Constitution, nor
bound by any practice under it, to renew the charter of this
Bank.’

Mr Clay believed the Bank to be, not only British in princi-
ple, but identified with British interests.

‘ May not the time arrive,’ he asks, ‘ when the concentration
of such a vast portion of the circulating medium of the country
in the hands of any corporation, will be DANGERQOUS TO
OUR LIBERTIES? By whom is this immense power wield-
ed? By a body who, in derogation of the great principle of all
our institutions, responsibility to the people, is amenable (o a
few stockholders and they CHIEFLY FOREIGNERS. Sup-
pose an attempt to subvert this government, would not the trai-
tor first aun, by force or corruption, to acquire the treasure of
this company? Look at it in another aspect. Seven tenths of
its capital are in the hands of foreigners, chiefly English sub-

jects. We are possibly on the eve of a rupture with that na-
tion. Should such an event occur, DO YOU APPREHEND

THAT THE ENGLISH PREMIER WOULD EXPERI-
ENCE ANY DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING 'THE EN-
TIRE CONTROL OF THIS INSTITUTION?*

‘* Go to the other side of the Atlantic, and sce what has heen
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achieved for us there, by Englishmen, holding seven tenths of
the capital of this Bank. Has it released from galling and ig-
nominious bondage, one solitary American seaman, bleeding
under British oppression? Did it prevent the unmanly attack
upon the Chesapcake’

“Are we quite sure that on this side of the water, it has had
no efiect favorable to British interests? It has often heen sta-
ted, and although I do not know that it is susceptible of strict
proof, I believe it to be a fact, that this Bank exercised its in-
fluence in support of Juy’s treaty, and may it not have contri-
buted to blunt the public sentiment, or paralyze the eflorts of
this nation against Hritish aggression?’

“'T'he Duke of Northumberland is said to be the most con-
siderable stockholder in the Bank of the United States,” &ec.

Mr Clay, of course, considered it to be his imperative duty
to oppose with his whole powers the perpetuation of such an
usurpation, He did not forget that he was not in Westminster
Hall. <1 felt myself bound,’ s2id he, ‘to obey the para-
mount duties I owe my country and 1ts constitution; to make
one effort, however feeble, to avert the passage of what appears
to me a most unjustifiable law.’

‘The power to charter companies is not specified in the
orant, and I contend, is of a nature not transferrable by mere
implication. It is one of the most exalted attributes of sove-
reignty. In the exercise of this gigantic power, we have scen
an East India Company created, which has carried dismay,
desolation and death, throughout one of the largest portions of
the habitable world.’

‘Is it to be imagined that a power so vast would have been
left by the wisdom of the constitution to doubtful inference?’

‘ Where 1s the linmtation upon this power to set up corpori-
tions? You establish one in the heart of a state, the basis of
whose capital is money. You may ercct others whose capital
is land, slaves, and personal estate, and thus the whole proper-
ty within the jurisdiction of a state might be absorbed by these
political bodies,’

‘'The question is, shall we streteh the instrument to embrace
cases not fairly within its scope.’

The mstrument having been thus perverted in 1791, it was
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impossible for Mr Jefferson, and thase with whom he acted, to
restore it in 1801; for had they undertaken to revoke the
charter of the Bank, Mr Clay has told us what would have
been the consequeace. ¢ The judiciary would have been ap-
pealed to, and from the known opinions and predilections of
the judges then composing it, they would have pronounced the
act of incorporation, as in the nature of & contract, beyond the
repealing power of any succeeding legislature.’

Although the Baunk expired, at the expiration of its charter,
in 1811; yet it revived, with augmented power, in 1816; and
it was lelt for Andrew Jackson to fight the great battle for the
Counstitution, and decisively to vindicate its supremacy. He
settled the question of the Bank charter, upon Anerican prin-
ciples, by his veto message of July 10, 1832, In that immmor-
tal docunzent, which prostrated the monted power, our children,
and our children’s children, will read the fundamental maxims
of a genutne, republican policy. It contributed much towards
the consummation of our Independence, that statesmanship,
such as that paper displays, should grapple with a death-grasg
the first, the last, the greatest and the worst of those innova-
tions, of foreign origin and uncongenial to our institutions,
which had fastened themselves, with pernicious influence, upon
the beautiful simplicity of our government. Let us recur to
the closing paragraphs, for they may be read here very appro-
priately, after the Declaration of Independence,

¢Jt is to be regreited that the rich and powerful too often
bend the acts of government to their selfish purposes. Distinc-
tions in society will always exist under every just government,
Equality of talents, of education, or of wealth, cannot be pro-
duced by human institutions. In the full enjoyment of the
sifts of Heaven, and the fruits of superior industry, economy
and virtue, every man is cqually entitled to protection by law.
But whon the laws undertake to add to these natural and just
advantages, artificial distinctions, to grant titles, gratuities and
exclusive privileges, to make the rich richer, and the potent
more powerlul, the humble mombers of society, the furmers,
mechanics and laborers, who have neither the time nor the
means of securing like favors to themselves, huve a right to
complain of the injustice of their government.’
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“*There are no necesssry evils iit government, Its evils 0x-
1st only in its aboses. If it won!d confinc itself to equal pro-
tection, and, as Heaven does its rains, shower its favors alike
on the high and the low, the rich and the poor, it would be
an unqualified blessing. In the act before me, there seens
to me a wide and unnecessary departure from these just prin-
ciples. Nor is our government to be maintained, or our
Union prigerved, by invasions of the rights and powers of
the sceveral States. In thus attempting to make our gen-
eral government strong, we muake it weak, 1'I'S TRUE
STRENGTH CONSISTS IN LEAVING INDIVIDUALS
AND STATES AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE TO THIEM-
SELVIS~—in making itself felt not in its power kint in its be-
neficence, not in its control but in its protection, nut in bind-
ing the States more closely to the centre, but leaving cach to
move unobstructed in its propoer orbit.’

‘ Experience should teach us wisdom. Most of the difficul-
tics our government now cucounters, and most of the dangers
which impend over our Unton, have sprung from an abandon-
ment of the legitimate objects of govzarnment, by our national
legislation, and the adoption of such principles as are ermbodied
in this act. Many of our rich men have not been content with
equn! protcction and equal benefits, but have besought us to
make them richer by acts of Congress. By attempting to grat-
ify their desires, we have in the results of our legislation, ar-
rayed scction against scction, interest against intercst, and
man against man, in a fearful commotion, which threatens to
shake the foundations of our Union. I we cannot at once in
justice to interests vested under improvident legislation, make
onr government what it ought to be, we can at least take a
stand against all new grants of monopolies, and exclusive priv-
ileges, against any prostitution of our government, to the ad-
vancement of the lew at the expense of the many, and in favor
of compromise and gradual reform in our code of laws and sys-
tem of political economy.’

By dautrines such as thess, our illustrivus President, while
periectivg the independence of his country from foreign influ-
ence and foreign example, nnturally earned for himsell the
hatred of our British, or whig party, who still answer to the
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description given of them in their principal organ in the old
world, the Edinburgh Review, ‘THE STRENGTH OF THE
WHIGS LAY IN THE GREAT ARISTOCRACY, IN
THE CORPORATIONS, AND IN THE TRADING OR
MONIED INTERESTS.” But how could they expect to
bend from his purpose, by exhibitions of their futile wrath, the
man who discomfited their allies at New Orleans. They
shonld have remembered that the ¢ quick discernment—prompt
decision—znd energetic execution which characterize a man
fitted to command an army,’ make him competent also *to dis-
cern and adopt the measures calculated to promote the welfare
of his country in his civil administration.” That ‘a strong
mind will soon grasp a new subject to which it turns its atten-
tion;’ and that the first subject to which the attention of a
democratic President must he turned was no other than the
British Bank. They should have remembered the assurance
given by Thomas Jelferson, ¢ Andrew Jackson is a clear head-
ed, strong minded man, and HAS MORE OF THE ROMAN
IN HIM THAN ANY OTHER MAN NOW LIVING'’
‘They should have remembered that it was to him alone that
Jefferson lenked to finish this very work which he had begun,
the restoration to the States and people, of powers not granted
to the Federal Government by the Constitution. ‘It is fortu-
nate,’ said the Patriarch of democracy—*it i1s fortunate for the
country, that General Jackson is likely to be fit for public life
at the end of the present four years; (from 1825) for in him is
the only hope left of avoiding the dangers manifestly about to
arise out of the broad construction now again given to the
Constituticn of the United States, which effaces all limitations
of power. and leaves the general government, by theory, alto-
gether anrestrained.’” They should have remembered the
character ascribed to him by James Monroe, ‘a man fit for
any emergency; a statesman, cool and dispassionate; a soldier,
terrible in battle, and mild in victory; a patriot whose bosom
swelled with the love of country; in fine, a man whose like we
shall scarce look upon again.” They should have remembercd
that from the path of duty, he never turned aside; for this they
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* Timothy Pickering’s letter to Pailip Van Cortland, April 18th, 1828,
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knew, not only from his history, hut from the testimony of our
Massachusetts statesman, John Quincy Adams. ‘General
Jackson justly enjoys in an cminent degree the public fivor,’
said the late Prestdent: ¢ ana of his worth, talents and services,
no one entertains @ higher or more respectable opinion than
mysell.” ¢ An officer whose services entitle him to the highest
rewards, and whose whole career has been signalized by the
T'hey should

purcst intentions, and most elevated purposcs,
have remembered that so unquestionable werc these virtues as
to extort from an eavious rival, ficury Clay, professions of ad-
miration. ¢ ‘Powards that distinguished Captain, who has shed
so much glory on our couuntry, whose renown counstitutes so
great a portion of its moral property, I never had,’ said the
Western Orator, ¢ aceer can have, any other teelings than those
of profound respect, and of the utmoest kindness,” They should
bave remembered, that, at the age of thirty, a senator in Con-
gress, when the latudmarian expositions ol the Federalists
were breaking down the landmarks of the Constitution, and
consolidating the States into one sovereigniy, Andrew Jackson
was {ound on the side of those Revublican principles pecnlior
to America, and esseniial to her hberty; and that ever siuce
that time he has been a firm, consistent, and vanwavering dem-
ocrat; and then they could never have doubted that the antici-
pations oi’ Mr Jellerson would be realized, that the fate of the
Bank was sealed by lus election, and that the renovation of the
Constitution was to be the last Hercolean task of” Andrew Juck-
son. I'he task was his, and he was equal to its accomplish-
ment,

This brave and wise old man, whom King-loathed Columbia
has so long delighted to honor, 1s approaching the goal at which
s patriotic labors arc to terminate. Having tilled tull the mea-
sure of his country’s glory, covered with the lanrels of martial
and of civie trivmph, rich in the gratiiude ol willions redeemed
from the scourge of monopoly, and cheered by the hope that
the blessings he has won for his country may be perpetual as
the love oi' freedom 1a the hearts of Americans, there is still in
store for hus a hgher and purer cajoyment than any of these.
Wihen his long career of public duty shall have been tinished,
and he shell seek the peacetul Hernutage, to dedicate to need-

3
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ed and wished-for repose the evening of his days, with what
tranquil satisfaction will he look back upon the many, the weigh-
ty, and the lasting services, whick a benignunt Providence has
made him the chosen instrument to render to this Heaven-pro-
tected nation! With what delightful consciousness may he then
reflect upon the faithful performance of the vast obligations de-
volving on such a man, upon the good use which he has made
of the many talents wherewith God has gitted him, upon the
large part allotted to him, in the wide sohere of action in which
he has moved, done—all done—and well done! Fortunate sol-
dier, statesman, patriot and philanthropist! |

You have defended our scil from invasion, restored our vio-
lated Constitution, disarmed and prostrated the most dangerous
foe of our liberties, brought a whole great people by your judi-
cious policy into a palmy state of prosperity never known be-
fore, and by the successful issue ot an honest and straight for-
ward course of plain dealing, have demonstrated to mankind
that the same orinciples of morality and honor may govern,
and ought to govern, the intercourse of nations, which regulate
and dictate our conduct in our individual relations. The bright
example of the Republic over which you preside has penetrated
the darkness that so long has brooded over the Old World. 1t
towers and glows, refulgent and beautiful, a beacon light to
the tempest-tost pilgrims of Liberty, kindled late but shining
far through the pervading gloom of transatlantic tyranony, re-
viving dying hope even in the bosom of despair.  Self-govern-
ment is no longer a visionary dream. Republics no longer tend
irresistibly to consolidation and despotism. A truly Roman
energy has thwarted and turned back that tendency, and has
reinstated the Constitution in its primitive purity, with its orig-
inal vigor, but without the superadded and unnatural impetus
woich would have drawn every thing into its vortex, or else
have torn it asunder by the incircasing violence of its own mo-
tions.

Through what a series of toils, and perils, and vicissitudes
have you reached the crowning period of your life, when yonr
opponsers looked up to you, with the same confidence as your
friends, to vindicate, as you always have vindicated, and always
will vindicate, our insulted honor. The country knew that its
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honor was safe, for it remembered your declaration, ¢the honor
of my country shall never be tarnished in my hands ;> and it
had the sure guaranty ol your life and character, before that
emphatic sentence wus uttered. The almost unanimous elec-
tion which placed you for a second term in the Presidential
chair, has been followed by an approbation of your administra-
tion approaching still more nearly to unanimity; and in your
retirecment from office, you will be followed by that universal
respect and aflection, of which the world has seen but one
illustrious instance, in the nerson of your earliest ;vedecessor.

From the level ¢f humble poverty, by honest industry and
prudence iu cvery station hie was called to fill, Andrew Jackson
has reached an casy affluence. From a friendless obscurity,
by the excrcise of thosc heroic virtues which in all ages have
commanded the admmration of mankind, he has raised himseif
to that splendid eminence beyond which there is no higher pin-
nacle of fame, He has occupied with signal merit the most
honorable office in the world, the elective chief magistracy of
an independent nation of freemen.

Fortunate to have run this unexampled, this wonderfu! ca-
reer! Beyond the eight hundred millions of your contemporaries
most fortunate! Fortunate beyond comparison in the varied
annals of history! Beyond comparison save one, for between
Jackson and Washington how close is the parallel.

There are three great names which mark three distinct epochs
in our progress towards a complete Independence: Washington,
who threw off the yoke of British power: Jetlerson who broke
the charm of British precedents, and British authority: Jackson
who cancelled what remained of British institutions, and Bri-
tish policy. There are numerous points of resemblance be-
tween the three, but more especially between the first and
last.

To the Heroes of the first and of the second war of Indepen-
dence, it was equally objected, that their early education had
been in some degree defective. As if every man of genius did
not educate himself, in maturer life, for whatever of’ duty de-
volved upon him; as if Marlborough were any the less a gen-
eral or a statesman unrivalled in lhis day, because, as Lord
Chesterfield tells us, in terms not applicable to Washington or
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Jackson, ¢ He was exiremely illiterate, wrote had English and
spelled it worse;” ag it” both were not wall versed in practical
pohitics, tamiliar with public aflairs as with the air they breath-
ed; and as il that were not a well known troth which the clder
Adums remarked in his defence of the American Constitutions,
‘ Knowledge is by no means necessarily connected with wisdom
or virtue.” It was also urged against both by their enemies,
that they were military chieftains.  Ag if the qualities that fit
2. man tor bold and judicious conduct in war, were not the re-
quisites of bold and judicious cunduct in the cabinet: as if it
did not need as firm a hand to gras» steadily the helm of state,
as to direct thu columns, or marshall the ranks for a battle: as
if Julius Ciesar, Cromweil, Napoleon, und Wellington, were
infarior, ‘as practical statesmen, to Cicero, Charles the First,
Louis the Sixtcenth, or Canning. But these charges had little
weight with the sober sense of the American people, who form-
ed a correct estimate ot the genius of cach, notwithstanding
the etflorts of their revilers.

That Washington was what is called a seif-made man is well
known to us all, yet Washington was pronounced by Patrick
Henry, on s rveturn from Congress in [774, to be the greatest
man for information anu judgment in that body. ‘T'hat Jack-
son has been emphatically the artificer of his own fortunes is
equally undeniable. #le has built up his enviable and surpass-
ing fame, not by the aid of lamily connections, hereditary
wealth, or favorable 'opportunities; but in despite of adversc
circumstances, and inveterate opposition. The man in abuse
of whotn the powers of language have been daily exhausted,
for some yecars; on whot has heen lavished, without stint, the
whole vocabulary of envy, wrath, malice and all uncharitable-
ness, having been honored with the confidence of every Presi-
dent, fror: Washington down to his own immediate predeces-
sor, uas three limes received far the largest number of votes for
the highest office in the gift of the people; and has twice heen
called, by an overwelming majority of sullrages, to fill ihe Pre-
sidential chair, thereby evincing that he possessed ‘the ue-
bounded confidence and expectation of the nation,” of which
*he ballot box is the only sure test.

i’y his own unaiced merit has he risen to that proud emi-
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nence. Having seen his only brother perish by the cruelty of
the enemy, in the war of the revolation, and his broken-hcarted
mother follow her son to the grave, he went alone, friendless
and pennyless, from his native state to Tennessee, where he
had not a single blood relation, and when scarcely more than
a boy, we find him selected to assist in framing a Constitation
for that state, a member of the first Legislature of Tennessec;
sclected by \Vushingtnn, endowed like himself with a wonder-
ful sagacity in the disertmination of character, for the respon-
sible oflice of District Attorney; soon after delegated among
the first representatives in Congress from the State of T'ennes-
sec, and as soon as he was constitntionadly chgible, being only
thirty years of age, he was placed in the Senate of the United
States,  This post he soon after resizaed, but he could not be
sifiered to remain in retirement, and he was almost nnmediate-
ly appointed Judge of the Supreine Court of that State,

In this early and rapid promotion of a friendless stranger, we
may scc the cvidence of talents for el sorvice, for he was
not yet a military chicttain; and 1t was the ability evinced
in these situntions, which led, no doubt, to his military ap-
potntment during this period as Major General, commanding
the militia of Tennessee, and alterwards to be Major General
in the United States service.

In times of extreme diflicolty and inminent danger, if’ therc
he among the citizens a spirtt cast in nature’s noblest mould.
and fully equal to the exigency, the country turns her eves ar
once to hinm.  flistory has recorded how Washington was sum-
moned by the spontancous voice of the people to conduet to an
honorable close the war of the Revolution.  ifis accomplish-
nient of the trust justified thewr confidence, and crowned his
fame with laurels which time cannot wither.  So it was, with-
in our memory, with our own Jackson.

The youth who had discharged with honor the important
trusts enumerated, was destined to be recalled trom the retive-
ment which he loved, and which he had sought, to perform for
hts country services both civil and military, which were essen-
tial to her salvation, and which perhaps no other man iu the
nation could have performed.  Governor Brooks, a staunch
federalist as he was, but a soldier and a man ot honor, what-
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ever might be his impressions of the commencement of the
war, surrendering party bigotry to honest national pride, frank-
ly acknowledged, ‘ that it terminated gloriously.” Both branch-
es of the Legislature of Massachusetts—ay, FEDERAL
MASSACHUSETTS—voted the thanks of the Commonwealth
to the successful general, a testimony no less creditable to
thcmselves than to him.

A vast plan of invasion sketched by military genius, and be-
gun to be exceuted with a boldness that did not dream of de-
feat, by solid columns of picked men, {from the veterans of
more than twenty years warfare; officered by the flower of
British chivalry; led by generals of undoubted talent, tried va-
lor, and consummate skill; trained to conquer and exulting in
their anticipated success, on the eighth of January, eighteen
hundred and fifteen, veceived from Andrew Jackson’s arm its
fatal check, its final wreck, and total overthrow. ¢ Never,’
snid the Essex Register, a democratic paper at that time pub-
lished in Salem, ¢ Never were greater expectations forined, and
never were anticipations more excceded than in this event.
We attributed every thing to the discipline and comprehension
of the General, and we had been taught to expect everything
from the courage, the strength, the perseverance of the west-
ern troops. We have been surprised by the glory which sur-
rounds our arms. We can now unite to the greatest success
over the hostile savages, the more surprising defcat of the best
troops from a European enemy. The same man who has pre-
vented any future danger from savages on this side of the Mis-
sissippi, has hcen able to teach the civilized world, that, in the
career of ambition, the sons of freedom can defend their soil
against the best troops that can be sent to disinherit them. *
* % % The news of General Jackson’s victory was received
in Salem with every expression of public joy. 'The cirenm-
stances were so extraordinary, that the public astonishment,
over-raised by the great success of this hero, would have been
equal to the highest praise our country has ever bestowed, by
a less glorious action. The greatness of the victory was not
incredible, from the unbounded confidence and expectation of the na-
tion. But even what at first might seem exaggerated praise,
was found, from the dispassionate history of the congqueror,
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far short of the unrivalled glory of the event. THe Hero n
IMMORTAL, AND OUR COUNTRY HAS THE BLESSING.’

But however striking may be the resemblance in the char-
acter and history of the heroes of the two wars, the brilliant
consummation of the last arduous contest more naturally sug-
gests to our minds our own Massachusetts battle, with which
the first strugple opened after the prelude at Lexington and
Concord. The commencement of the first war with Great
Britain made our Independence inevitable, even before the De-
claration was published; the conclusion of the last war with
Great Britain secured it forever. ‘T'hese two events are the
pivots on which our history turns; let them, therefore, be in-
dissolubly connected in our memories.

Ask a Yankee when absent from his native land, what thrice
holy spot of all New Englan's hallowed soil rises readiest to
his recollection, if ever the foreigner tells himy tauntingly that
the American continent is barren of historical monumenta!
scenes? With a swelling heart, and a beaming eye, he will
answer, Bunker Hivr. Put the same question to the hunter
of the West, or to the quick and-fiery Southron, and you
know his answer well: it is New Onreaxs.

It is fortunate for us, gentlemen, that the two great battles
in our history, happened in opposite extremitics, almost, of our
Union. The North caunot reprouch the South, neither can tne
South vaunt it over the North. JEach possesses one imperish-
able glory, before which the lustre of the brightest victories,
won in battics between contending tyrants, turns pale; but
neither can assert and neither attempts to arrogate peculjar
and exclusive possession of either portion of the splendid inher-
itance. Both claim a common property in the trophies of these
two memorable days, the seventeenth of June and the Eighth

of January; the first of which cut out work for the I'ourth of

July, and the last completed it. Both walk together in the
light of these two glowing beacon fires, kindled on that stormy
coast where liberty has taken up her cternal abode, to illumi-
nate, with the cheering radiance of hope, her benighted pil-
aritns, who can look nowhere else for hope but to this Western

World.
Yes, my friends, Warren falling in his prime, in a sad and

I\-‘
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sanguinary defent-—sad, yot more glorious than any victory the
muse of history had ever yet recorded,—Jackson, balancing at
New Orleans the account that was oponed at Bunker thili—
closing the last act of the bloody druma of vur strife with the
mother country, with a fitting catastrophe lor so subiime a trag-
cdy—Juackson, achicving a victory doubly disastrous to the in-
vaders, more than satisfying the highest expectatiors of a con-
fiding country, putting to silence for awhile the clamorous
tongue ol envy, and extorting sincere and heartielt praise from
the vanquished brave—these ure names that are, and ever must
be, dear to the whole people of the Republic., No seetional
jealousy shall be sutlered to monopolize them; no party mad-
ness shall shut our eyes against their lustre. Their fair fame
1s the nation’s common property; priceless, for gold could not
buy 1t; secure, lor ao reverse ol fortune can tear it from us.
So long as language shall be faithinl to its trust; so long as
tradition shall preserve the outline, alter history has fergotten
the detail; so long as one gencrous emotion shall warmm the
human heart; aller the movument shall have crumbled, but
while Bunker Uil shall stand; aflter New Orleans shall have
senk in the dust, but while the Mississippi shall flow, Warren
and Jackson shall be watchwords in the armies of liberty—the
memory ol our two great battles shall cternaliy be renewed to
cheer the fuinting courage of desponding patriotisn, to revive
and invigorate hope when almost extinguished in the breast of
the despairing lover ol his kind, and to restore and reanunate
his confidence in God.

To return to our parallel.  Our two great commanders had
not only the same success in bringing the respective wars tri-
umphautly to a close, but their success was mainly owing to the
suine cause: they had both learned the same wisdom in the
same school of sutlertng, the school of Indian warfare. It was
in this that they were trained to arms, and taught that ever-
watchiul circumspection, prudence in council with energy in
action, which they both exhibited throughout their whole carcer,
and which occasioned ¢ the unbounded confidence and expecta-
tion ol the aation ™ to concentrate itselt upon them. Soamphert
was the reliance on the Western Hero, that its influence extend-
ed even to the other side of (he Atlantic. When Gouldbourn,
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the British Commissioner at Ghent, remarked, ¢ by this time
New Orlecans is ours;” Henry Clay could boldly answer, for
he knew the man, *No: New Orleans is sale: ANDREW Jack-
SON IS THERE.’

The two military chieftains dismissed from the toils of war
longed cagoerly for retirement and repose: to neither could it
be permitted. Their country still had claims upon them, claims
which none but they could satisfy.

A dissolution of the bonds which held together the sister
States, has twice since our separation from the mother country
seemed to be almost inevitable, T'wice we have been rescued
from the danger, by these two patriot heroes, both strong
the unbounded confidence of the people, both enjoying that
confidence from the same causes, both using it in the same way
and for the same ends, both eclipsing the lustre of their milita-
ry glory, by the brighter splendor of their civie fame, and both
embalining the memory of their greatness tn the applause, the
gratitude and devotion of their contemporaries, who witnessed
the salvation of their country, and of all posterity who :hall
inherit the legacy of the free mstitutions which their hands es-
tablished and perpetuated.

At the outsct of our career of scif-zovernment the experi-
ment of a confederation was tried, and resulted, as cvery ex-
perinent of that kind always had resulted, in a total failure.
lucompetent to gcovern, and too weiak to preserve its own exist-
ence, it scemed about to tumble into ruins, and anarchy, fromn
which there s a natural progression to tyranay, stared us {ull
in the face. The impossibility of propping up the rotten fabric
was apparent, yet the jealous patriotism of the people could
hardly endure the organization of’ a govermuent strong enough
to sustain itsell” amidst the collisions of sectiwonal interests, and
to maintain order at home, the diguity o’ the nation and the
security of its property und its citizens abroad, and to preserve
peace with all the world.

There would have been just cause for jealousy and alarm,
had not Providence preserved tor this great occasion the Sa-
vior of his Country, George Washington, the first military chief-
tain in the annals of the world, whose unapproachable purity

was perfectly proof against all the seductions of ambition. The
4
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whole people as one man, called upon him to direct the new
and national government, while it should develope its untried,
Its necessary, yet much dreaded energics. He promptly un-
dertook the arduous offico, though in his address, at his inau-
guration as President of the United States, on the 30th of
April, 1789, he tells us with characteristic modesty, that * the
magnitude and difliculty of the trust to which the voice of his
country called him, being sufficient to awaken in the wisest and
most experienced of her citizens o distrustful scrutiny iuto his
qualifications, could not but overwhelm with despondence, one,
who, inheriting inferior endowments from natuore, and wnprac-
lised in the dulies of civil adminislration, ought to be peculiarly
conscious of his own deficiencies.” [In their answer to this ad-
dress the Senate tell him truly and emphatically, ¢ We rejoice,
and with us all America, that in obedicnce to the call of our
common country, you have returned once more to public life.
In you all partics confide; in you all interests unite; and we
have no doubt that your past scrvices, great as they have heen,
will be equalled by your future exertions; and that your pru-
dence and sagacity as a statesman will tend to avert the dan-
gers to which we were exposed, to give stability to the present
government, and dignity and splendor to that country which
your skill and valor as a soldier so eminently contributed to
raise to independence and to empire.’ Their expectations
were fulfilled and exceeded.  Washington performed more than
he had promised. The pledges given at the opening of the
first Congress were amply redeemed, ‘that the foundations of
our national policy should be laid in the pure and immutable
principles of private morality, and the precminence of a free
government be exemplified by ail the attributes which can win
the affections of its citizens and command the regpect of the
world—since there is no truth more thoroughly established than
that there exists, in the cconomy and course of nature, an in-
dissoluble union between virtue and happiness,—between duty
and advantage,~—between the genunine maxims of an honest
and magnanimous policy, and the solid rewards of public pros-
perity and felicity—since we ought to be no less persuaded
that the propitious smiles of Ileaven can never be expected on
a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right,
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which Heaven itself has ordained, and since the preservation
of the sacred five of liberty, and the destiny of the republican
modcl of roveryynent, are justly considered as deceply, perhaps
as finally staked, on the experiment intrusted to the hands of
the American people.”  ‘T'he government being conducted upon
these principles, the tongue of discord was hushed, the appre-
hension of danger was forgotten, a period of universal prosper-
ily followed, aund so long as George Washington continued at
the head of the administration, ¢ the propitious smiles of Hea-
ven '’ continued to bless his ¢ honest and magnanimous policy.’

since that time however, with the exception of a particular
interval, the action of the general government has been con-
stantly and irresistibly enlarging itselt.  The ominous progress
of this scries of cncroachments upon our liberties, becoming
every day more rapid, could only be arrested by a man possess-
ing a personal populavity second to nonc since Washington,
and disposed to use the power which his hold on the hearts of
his {ellow citizens gave him, to reform the corruptions of the
government, and restore it to its original purity.

FFortunately for us, the times which required, as before,
produccd that man.  Respected for his talents and encrgy of
character, and trusted tor his ntegrity and the sounduess of
his political views; illustrious for the crowning victory of the
last war, which obliterated the memory of many deleats, and
outshone our other numerous victories; having on a former
occaston received a plurality of electoral votes, he was at last
called by an overwhelming majority of sutlrages to fill the Pre-
sidential chatv,  Unappalled by the difliculty of the task, he
proceeded steadily to his great purvose, and obstacles scem-
ingly insurmountable gave way betore him.  The growth of
deep-rooted abuses was stayed at once, and he exerted all his
sagucity and decision to eradicate them from our system,  His
relorms inoffice reduced to practice the great truth, that place-
men are not possessors of oftice for then own emolument, but
holders of a trust to be administered for the beuefit of the peo-
ple; and in every department, wmethod, order, punctuality and
ceonomy superseded negligence, carelessness, procrastination
and prodigality,

In his intercourse with foreign nations, he built upon the
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foundation of National Policy laid by Washington, ‘the immu-
table principles of private morality,’—proclaiming 1t at the
outset as a fundamental rule of his conduct ¢ to ask nothing but
what was clearly right, and to submit to nothing that was
wrong.” To this golden rule he has unalterably adhered, and
‘the smiles of Heaven have abundantly approved his honest
and magnanimous policy.” His frank and manly advances to
other governinents have met a ready and a cordial reception,
and obtained ior his country advantages which the tortuous
diplomacy of former administrations either dared not attempt,
or attempted in vain.

Though holding the highest place in the affections of the
Western States, he dared to put his veto upon the log-rolling
system of corruption, which threatened to make Congress ¢n
Exchange, where political brokers should be sent to barter
money lnid out and expended for promotion had and reccived.
By this bold act he put a stop to the squandering of the mil-
lions on millions of treasure annually drained from the sca-
board, and applied our superabundant resources to the pay-
ment of the national debt, which he was thus enabled 1o can-
cel; and now, those who two years ago nredicted that the re-
venue would ¢ fall short one halfl, or at least one third,’ have
no other ground of complaint left than the rapid accumulation
of surplus funds in the Treasury. Yet while the expenses of
the government have been kept so far within its income, by
the prostration of Mr Calhoun’s internal improvement system,
the taxes of the people have been diminished to the amount of
eighty five millions of dollars, on goods imported for their use,
within the last five years, or more than one hundred millions
of dollars including the present year.

The system of uncqual taxation, of pampering the producers
of a particular article, who are few, at the cost of the consum-
ers, who are many, has been a fruitful source of misery in
most of the civilized nations of modern times.  After it had be-
come the object of the abhorrence of the friends of freedom
everywhere else, it was introduced, chiefly under the auspices
of Mr Clay, into the United States. The tarifl of 1898, justly
styled by Mr Webster ‘a bill of abominations,’ carried this
system to its height, and the consequent reaction at the South
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produced the baneful heresy of nullification. This brought in-
to jeopardy our Union. and Republican Institutions; and there
were those at the North who promulgated the unchristian sen-
timent, ‘our aanger lies in concession,’ while the arch nullifier
brandished before the South the torch of discord; and the dogs
of war, almost looscd from their leash, already seemed to snufl’
the blood of brethren, deluging the land devoted to civil strife.
But the administration had taken for its motto, ‘the Federal
Union, it must be preserved:’ concession was made, liberal
concession, though the Catalines preferred Disunion, Civil
War, and Anarchy to concession, We have stecered clear of
the rocks and quicksands that heset us, and in spite of the con-
spiring mutineers that would bave run her on a lee shore, that
they might take command ol the wreck and parcel out the
ptunder, the ship of state stands steadily on her proud coutse,
~—thanks to the firm hand that has never let go the helm.  May
a thousand ages roll away hefore our country is again environed
with perils imminent as she then escaped! Her escape she
owes, under God, to the far-secing wisdom and unwavering
patriotistn which presided over her destinies—a statesmanship
which will couple his name alone with that of Washington in
the memory of our remotest posterity.

When Andrew Jackson was first elected to the Presidency
of these United States we knew his patriotism and appreciated
his talents: but who could then have anticipated that the erisis
would come so soon which would put in requisition all his pa-
triotisi and all his talents, and which without those hich gual-
ities might have proved fatal to us.  Kighteen long vears. be-
fore he had glory enough for one man, but now his Cup s
filled to overflowing,

Each of the Tlero Presidents received the sanction of the ap-
probation of his fellow-citizens, after his svstem of administra-
tion had been distinctly developed, by a re-clection for a se-
cond term of service, with a high degree of unanimity.  And
as il to carry out and complete the parallel, eacls during his
second term found himsell harassed by the embarrassing natnre
of our relations with France.  Both alike maintained au inde-
pendent athitude towards that power, both eommanded her re-
spect; and the voice of congratulation rising {rom the whole
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continent witnossos the universal satisfuction with which Amor-
ica has welcomed the finul adjustment of the lato difficulties.
'Thoe resemblanco is not confined to the history, but it ex-
tends through the personal character of these two great men.
Judge Murshall iu sketching the character of Washington ob-
gerves that w his civil administration, us in his milttary eareer,
were exhibited ample proofs of that practical good sense and
gonnd jJudgment which s perhaps tho most rarve, as it is cer-
litilll_}' the most valuable I|llll|il}' of the human minds We are
told that he sought to acquire all the intormation which was
attninable, and to aear without prejudice all the reasons which
could be urged tor or against a particular measure. His own
judgment was suspended until it beeame necessary to deter-
mine; and s decisions, thus maturely made, were seldoin (f
ever to be shaken,  No man has ever appeared upon the thea-
tre of public fetion whose tegrity was more incorruptible, or
whose principles were more perfectly free trom the contaminn-
tion of those selfish and unworthy passions which {ind thew
nourishment in the conthets ot party, Having oo views which
required concealment, his real and avowed motives wero the
saine; and bis whole correspondence does not furnish a single
case from which even an enemy would inter that he was capn.
ble under any cireumstances, of stooping to the emploviment
of duphicity.  No truth can be uttered with more confidence
than that his ends were always upright, and his means always
purc.  He extibits the rare example of o politician to whom
wiles were absolutely unknown, and whose professtons to for-
cign governments, and to his own countrymen, were always
sincere.  In him was [ully exemphbed the real distinetion
which forever exists between wisdom and cunmng, and the im-
portance as well as truth ol the maxum, that honesty is the best
policy. Intrigue was never employed as the means to gratifv
his ambition, nor was personal aggrandizement its object.
The vartous high and important stations to which he was called
by the public voiee, were ussought by himselt; and i consent-
ing  to fill them, he seems vather to have yielded 10 a general
conviction, that the interests of his country wonld he thereby
promoted, than to his particular mclination.  Neither the ex-
traordinary partiality of the Amertcan people, the extravagant
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praisos which were bostowed upon him, nor the inveterato op-
position und malignant columnies which he oxporienced, had
uny visiblo influence upon his conduet.  The cause 19 to he
looked for in the testure ot his wind,

It is impossible to conteniplate tho great events which oceur-
rad in the United Statos under the auspices of Waslungton,
without aseribing them, in somo mensure, to b, I we usk
the causes of the prosperous issue of wwar, aguainst the alori-
ous termination of which there were so many probabilities; ol
the good which was produced and the b which was avoided,
during an admimstration futed to contend with the strongest
prejudices that w combination of circumstances nd ol passions
could praduce; of the coustant fuvor ol the creat mass of his
lcHow-citizens, and of the confidence whicly, to the last imu-
ment, they reposed m him—thie answer, so far as the causes
mny be found in his character, will furmsh o lesson well merit-
ing the attenti.m of those who are enndidates for political fiune.
Endowed by nature with a sonnd judgment, and an accurate,
discriminating mind, he feared not that laborions attention
which made him perfectly master of these subjects, in all their

relations, on which he was to deeide; amd this essennal quality

-

wits gutded by an unvarvinge sense ol moral right, which would

tolerate the l:mplu}'munt only of those means that would bear

J

the most rigid examination; by a fatrness ol intention which
neither sought nor required disguise, and by a purty ol virtue
which was not only untinnted, but unsuspected,  Sueh are al-
most the exaet words ot his biographer. How else conulil one
adequately describe the chacacter ot Jackson, than by repuat-
ing what has been sad of Washington ?

His enemies, even, have established this to be lis reputit-
tion by the nature of the charges they have brought sy
him,  More solid than brithant judgment, vather than genius
constituted the most prominent leature of the character of
Washington.  Often has our present President been reproached
beenuse he never exhibnted that brilliant oratorical genius which
distinguishes some of’ his senatorial rivals,  Often has his dis-
position to deliberate and consult been charged upon him as
thie hesitation of an old man in s dotage, or the subserviency
of a weak-minded man to his leaders: though this calumny long
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since disappearod beforo the full blaze o' evidenco to tho con-
trary, as snew dissolves under the noonday sun. Of late
years, the pertinacity with whicli he adheres to his matured
decisions, has been a much more frequent topic, and it 18 re-
presented us the obstinute perversity of an iron headed soldier.

The incorruptibthity which withstood the approaches of in-
trigue, tn the Presidential campaign of 1824, as well as in all
other situations, is fresh in the recollection of all.  Often has
he been rebukeod tor the noble advice which he gave to Mr
Mouroe, tn 1816, to disregard mere party feelings, and select
 charaeters most consptcuous lor thewr probity, virtue, capac-
ity, and firmness, without any regard to party,” and his own
liberal practice in this particular long furnished the pretence
for much abuse. The frankness and openness of’ his manner,
many have derided as undignified in a pubhc station; and his
wunt ot diplomatic cunning was one of the prominent objections
to his election; yet the maxim that honesty is the best policy
wus never more happily oxemplified than in his unprecedented
and unanticipated success 1n our foreign relations,  Fhat flat-
tery could not seduce him, nor the malignant fury ol party rage
intunidate  him, is now so umiversally acknowledged that it
scems alinost too trite to be repeated.  For these qualities he
stands before the people with a fame imperishablo as monu-
mental marble—

The man resolved and steady to iz trast,

Indlesible 1o ill and obstinately jus g

Like Teneritle or Atlas unremoved,

The stubborn virtue ol bis spieit proved ;

Should the whole fenme of sature round hon break,
In ruin amd contusion harled,

1Te unconcerned wonll view the mighty wreek,

And snile secure amidst o Ldlingg world.

‘In more nstances than one,’ as Judge Marshall has remarked
ol Wushingtoen, ‘we find him comuntting his whole popularity
to hazard, and pursuing steadily, 10 opposition to a torrent,
which would have overwhelmed a man of ordinary firmness,
that course which had been dictated by a scose of duty.’
‘Trusting to the reflecting goed sense of the nation for appro-
bation and support, he had the magnanimity to pursue its real



33

interests, in_opposition to temporary prejudices ; and though
far fromn being regardless of popular fuvor, he could never stoop
to retiin by deserving to lose it.’

The greut events in which he has been concerned are justly
ascribed to his personal agency. ‘i'he purity of his intontions,
and his-elevated purposes are attested by his immediate pre-
decessor, and now that the hoarse roar of party unimosity is
hushed, no voice is heard to impeach them.

The State Papers of the first administration were nu-
merous, kighly important and much admired; and the fare-
well address is among the richest of the legacies of wisdom
which wo inherit {rom the revolutionary worthies. The State
Papers of the present administration will suffer nothing
by the comparison, The Maysville Road Bill Veto—
The Bank Veto—the Proclamation—the views of the President
read to the Cabinet on the 18th of September, 1833~-the Protest
—the several messages, especially those on Nullihication, the
Bank, and the French Aflairs—have been a New Orleans bat-
tery of heavy ordinance——the close columns of the Dritish party
have never been able to make hexd against them. It is to be
hoped that the close of the Presidential term will be signalized
by the appearance of A FAREWELL ADDRLSS, to embody
the parting counsels of the Restorer of the Cunstitution.

'There is another point of resemblance i the possession by
Washington, of a trait of character olten attributed by his enc-
mies to lackson—lability to passion.  An cloquent panegyrist of
General Washington, the Hon. Francis C. Gray, thus speaks of
this pecultarity,—* History demands the wlle wath, and will ask
if he had no failings. 1t he had any—-for he was a man—they
have left no trace inthe annals of” his conntry, and no speck upon
his own bright tame.  Iis enemies conld never find any; for all
the shalis of calumay seemad to be dirceted against the strongest
points of his character.” ¢ His friends could never find any, ex-
cepting one. 'he frailty which reminded him of his nature,
was the possession of such violent passions, as rarely inhabit the
human breast. By minute scrutiny, a few instances may be dis-
covered, 1 the coursn of his active and varied life, in which,
when he was surprised by the gross cowardice or misconduct of

individuals on whom he had relied, the storm gathered on his
D
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brow, usually so serene, and wrath flashed forth like lightning ;
terrible as transient; for, in an instant he was himself ngaim’I
No more will General Jackson’s failings, be they what they may,
leave any trace in the history of his éountry.

America might be supposed a partial judge of the fame of her
favorites—but we find them respected sbroad no less highly than
at home. ‘The champion of the rights of juries at the English
bar, the great master of forensic eloquence, confessed, that he
stood in awe of Washington. The Prime Minister of the most
liberal administration Great Britain has ever yet seen, proncunced
Jackson to be the first of American Statesmen. Already a trans-
atlantic reputation, which no one living, save himself, can claim,
associates his name with that of Washington, and anticipates the
sure award of coming generations.

I have already cxtended these remarks too far to allow time for
the parallel which might easily be drawn between our present
Chief Magistrate and ‘Thomas Jeffersan. Their character as bold
reformers, theit cmmon sentiments on all the great political ques-
tions, the venomous but impotent abuse which assailed both, while
candidates, and followed all their measures after their election, the
amazing increase of their popularity, by the very means employed
to diminish it, the clamor excited by removals from office, the op-
position which their efforts at retrenchment encountered, not to
go through the whole catalogue of subjects acted on during their
administrations, afford abundant materials for an Instructive
comparison. It wasurged, that Jefferson could not be a practical
Statesman, because, said the British party, he 1s nothing but a
whimsical philosopher; that Jackson could not be a practical
Statesman, because, said the whigs, hr: is nothing but an ignorant
soldier. Loud, long, and vehement was the caicry aguinst them,
that they were filling all subordinate offices with incompetent men.
Yet both succeeded, both grew stronger and stronger in the con-
fidence of the people, and belore they reached the accomplish-
ment of their mission, were greeted with a general chorus of
applause. A few still denounce Jackson, but they are those who
believe that ¢ history is a mere fable, if Thomas Jefferson would
not have made his will the only law of the land, if opposition had
not wrought upon his fears;’ and who admit, while they condemn
them both, that ¢ Jacksonism is but a revival of Jeffersonism.’
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These three illustrious pioneers of genuine independence, have,
by their whole career of arduous service we!l rewarded, demon-
strated the proposition, that the American people will sustain the
Statesman, who maintains American principles; and, that noth-
ing can be more grateful to thuir feelings, than whatever 1s per-
fectly suited to our own institutions, character and situation;
free, equal, liberal, and manly.

Did time permit, I should delight to follow out ideas so appro-
priate to the present occasion, and to show why it is that we have
scarcely anything that deserves to be called an American litera-
ture, and endeavor to point out some means to encourage the de-
veinpmeht of native genius in natural and independent forms,
instead of subjecting it, for the most part, to the constraint of ser-
vile imitation of foreizn medels, and repetition of foreign notions.
The masculine and republican dignity of style in which our state
papers were composed, during, and even before the revolution, as
well as at later periods, must exempt these documents from the
general censure. There are other brilliant exceptions; and, fac
as the nation may be below the independent station which she
ought to hold in the literary world, 1t cannot be denied, that Mas-
sachusetts has done her share towards throwing off the yoke of
forcign influence. Without derogating from the merits of others,
a single name may be mentioned here with commendation. A
citizen of this Commonwealth, George Bancroft, of Springhield,
is doing away the reproach, which rested on us so long, that we
have no history of our country, worthy of her greatness. 1lle has
produced a work, uncxceptionable for the accuracy of its statements,
patriotic in sentiment, delightfully interesting, admirable for the
purity and elegance of its diction, and the skilful conduct of the
story, and which, so far as it is published, leaves nothing to be
desired. Let all our educated men, whom nature has endowed
with a capacity for the higher walks of literature, employ their
powers with the same laudable zeal, and judicious choice of ob-
ject, with which this gentleman exerts his fine talents, and we
might soon pay off' the immense debt we owe to the old world, in
intellectual coinage, stamped with the impress of original genius,

True independence requires us to forbear from longer aping
foreign manuners, when inconsistent with republican simplicity. It
requires the corrupt portion of the population of our great cities,
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to be kept in check by our sound, substantial yeomanry, our in-
telligent mechanics, and our hardy tars. 'These, we may safely
trust, are uncontaminaled.

Out legislation, also, should be of indigenous growth. The
laws should be intelligible to all, equal in their operation; and
should provide prompt and cheap remedies for their violation.
The Revision of the Statutes of this Commonwealth, just complet-
ed, has done something towards this great end—how much, the
public are hardly yet aware. It would have been worth all the time,
expense, and labor spent upon it, even though they had been ten
tiines greater than they were. It is the most important act of our
legislation since the Revolution. Not only is the whole mass
systematized, condensed, simplifield, modernized, and made con-
sistent with itself; but improvements, almost innumerable, have
been introduced into every part, more in number and greater in
value, than our General Court would have elaborated, in their or-
dinary mode of legislation, for many years.

But the Revised Statutes, excellent as they are, contrasted with
the chaos for which they are substituted, still cover but a small
part of the ground. We are governed, principally, hy the Common
Law ; and this ought to be reduced, forthwith, to a uniform writ-
ten Code.

It is said, by writers on the subject, that there are numerous
principles of the Common l.aw, which are definitely settled and
wel] known, and that the questionable utility of putting these into
the form of a positive and unbending text, is not sufficient to out-
weigh the advantages of leaving them to be applied by the Courts,
as principles of Common Law, whenever the occurrence of cases
should require it.

[low can that which is definitely settled and well known, be
applied otherwise than as a positive and unbending text? Itis
because Judge-made-law is indeflinitely and vaguely settled, and
its exact limits unknown, that it possesses the capacity of adapt-
ing itself to new cases, or, in other words, adimts of judicial
legislation.

Imperfect Statutes are, therefore, commended because they leave
the law, in the owitted cases, to he enacted by the Judges. Why
not carry the argument a little further, and repeal the cxisting
Statutes, so that the Judges may make all the laws? Is it be-
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cause the Constitution forbids Judges to legislate? Why, then,
commend the legislation of Judges?

‘The law should be a positive and unbending text, otherwise
the Judge has an arbitrary power, or discretion; and the discre-
tion of a good man is ofien nothing better than caprice, as lord
Camden has very justly remarked, while the discretion of a bad
man is an odious and irresponsible tyranny.

Why is an ex post facto law, passed by the Legislature, unjust,
uncoﬁstitutionnl, and void, while Judge-made-law, which, from
its nature, must always be ex post facto, is not only to be obeyed,
but applauded? 1Is it because Judge-made-law is cssentially aris-
tocratical ? It 1s said, the Judge only applies to the case the
principles of Common Law which exist already ; but the Legisla-
ture applies to a whole class of cases, the principles of common
sense and justice, which exist already, and which have existed
from a much more remote antiquity.

‘T'he Common Law sprung from the dark ages; the fountain of
justice is the throne of the Deity. ‘The Common Law is but the
glimmering taper by which men groped their way through the
palpable midnight in which learning, wit, and reason were
almost extinguished ; justice shines with the splendor of that ful-
ness of light which beams from the ineffuble presence. 7The
Common Law had its beginning in time, and in the tine of igno-
rance ; justice is eternal, even with the eternity of the allwise and
just Lawgiver and Judge. ‘The Common Law had its origin in
{folly, barbarism, and feudality ; justice is the irradiance of Divine
Wisdom, Divine Trutl, and the Government of Infinite Benevo-
lence. While the Commnon Law sheds no light, but rather dark-
ness visible, that serves but to discover sights of woe,—justice
rises, like the Sun of Righteousness, with healing on his wings,
scatters the doubts that torture without end, dispels the mists of
scholastic subtiity, and illuminates with the light that lighteth
every tunu that cometh into the world. Older, nobler, clearer,
and more glorious, then, is everlasting Justice, than ambign-
ous, base-born, purblind, perishable Conunon Law. ‘'hat which is
older thun the creation may indecd be extolled for its venerable
age; but nmong created things, the argument fromn antiquity is a
false criterion of worth. Sin and Death are older than the Com-
mon law; are they, therefore, to be preferved to it? I'he mor-
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tal transgression of Cain was anterior to the Common Law : does
it therefore furnish a better precedent?

Judge-made-law, 1s ex post facto law, and therefore unjust. An
act is not forbidden by the Statute Law, but it becomes by judi-
cial decision, a crime. A contract is intended and supposed to
be valid, but it becoimnes void by judicial construction. ‘I'he Leg-
1slature could not effect this, for the Constitution forbids it. 'The
Judiciury shall not usurp legislative power, says the Bill of Rights:
yet it not only usurps, but runs riot beyond the confines of legis-
lative power.

Judge-made-law, is special legislation. T'he Judge is human,
and feels the bias which the coloring of the particular case gives.
If he wishes to decide the next case differently, he has only to
distinguish, and thereby make a new law. The Legislature must
act on general views, and prescribe at once, for a whole class of
cases.

No man can tell what the Common Law 1s; therefore it is not
law : for a law is a rule of action; but a rule which is unknown,
can govern no man’s conduct. Nothwithstanding this, it has been
called the perfection of human reason.

The Common Law is the perfection of Human Reason—just as
alcohol is the perfection of sugar. The subtle spirit of the Com-
mon l.aw, is Reason double distilled, till what was wholesome and
nutritive, becomes rank poison. Reason is sweet and pleasant to
the unsophisticated intellect; but this sublimated perversion of
reason bewilders, and perplexes, and plunges its victiins into
mazes of error.

T'he Judge makes law, by extorting from precedents, something
which they do not contain. Ile extends his precedents, which
were themselves the exiension of others, till, by this accomnmodat-
ing principle a whole system of law 1s built up without the author-
ity or interference of the lLegislator.

The Judge labors to reconcile conflicting analogies, and to de-
rive from themn a rule to decide future cases. No oneknows what
the law is, before he lays it duwn; for it docs not existeven in the
breast of the Judge. All the cases carricd up to the tribunal of
ihe last resort, are capable of being argued, or they would not be
carried there. "T'hose which are not carried up, are not law, for
the Supreme Court might decide thein differently. Those which
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are carried up, argued, and decided, might have been decided
differently, as will appear from the arguments. It is, therefore,
often optional with the Judge to incline the balance as he pleases.
Iun forty per cent of the cases carried up to a higher Court, for a
considerable term of years, terminating not long ago, the judg-
ment was reversed. Almost any case, where there is any differ-
ence of opinion, may be decided either way, and plausible analo-
gies found in the great storchouse of precedent to justify the
decision. 'The Jaw, then, 1s the final will or whim of the Judge,
after counsel for both parties have done their utmost to sway it to
the one side or the other.

No man knows what the law is, after the Judge has decided it.
Because, as the Judge is careful not to decide any point which is
not brought before lum, he restricts his decision within the nar-
rowest possible fimits; and though the very next case that may
arise, may seem, to a superficial observer, and even upon a close
inspection, by anordinary mind, to be precisely similar to the last,
yet the ingenuity of a thorough-bred lawyer may detect some un-
suspected shade of difference, upon which an opposite decision
may be founded. Great part of the skiil of a Judge consists in
avoiding the direct conscquences of a rule, by ingenious expedi-
ents and distinctions, whenever the rule would operate absurdly :
and as an ancient maxim may be evaded, but must not be annul-
led, the whole system has been gradually rendered a labyrinth of
apparent contradictions, reconciled by legal adroitness.

Statutes, enacted by the l.egislature, speak the public voice.
Legislators, with us, arc not only chosen because they possess the
public confidence, but after their clection, they are strongly infiu.
enced by public feeling. They must sympathize with the public.
and express its will : should they fal to do so, the next year wit-
nesses their removal from office, and others are selected to be the
organs of the popular sentiment. ‘T'he older portions of the (‘om-
mon l.aw, are the work of Judges, who held their places during
the good pleasure of the king, and of course decided the law so as
to suit the pleasure of the king, In feudal times, it was made up
of teudal principles, warped to be sure, according to the king's
necessities,  Judges now are appointed by the Executive. and
hald their oftices during good behavior-—that is for life, and are
consequently out of the reach of popular influence. They are
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sworn. to administer Common Law as it came down from the dark
ages, excepling what has been repealed by the Constitution and
the statytes, which exception they are.always careful to reduce
to the narrowest possible limits, With them, wrong is right, if
wrong has existed from time immemorial: precedents are avory-
thing : the spirit of the age is nothing. And suppose the Judge
prefers the Common Law to the Constitutions of the State and of
the Union ; or decides in defiance of 2 statute ; what is the reme-
dy? An astute argument is always at hand to reconcile the open
violation of that instrument with the express letter of the Consti-
tution, as in the case of the United States Bank-—or to prove an
obnoxious statute unconstitutional, as would have happened in the
case of the Warren Dridge, but for the firmness of Judge Morton.
Impeachment is a bugbear, which has lost its terrors. We must
have Democratic Governors, who will appoint Democratic Judges,
and the whole body of the law must be codified.

It is said, that where a chain of precedents is found running
back to a remote antiquity, it may be presumed that they origin-
ated in a statute, which through lapse of time, has perished. Un-
paralleled presumption this! To suppose the legislation of a
barbarous age richer and more comprehensive than our own. It
was without doubt a thousand times more barren. But what if
there were such statutes? The specimens which have survived
do not impress us with a favorable opinion of those that may
have been lost. Crudely conceived, savage in their spirit,
vague, indeterminate and unlimited in their terms, and inco-
herent when regarded as parts of a system, the remains of an-
cient Jegislation are of little use at present, and what is lost
was probably still more worthless. If such laws were now to
be found in our statute book, they would be repealed at once;
the innumerable judicial constructions which they might have
received would not save them. Why then should supposed
statutes, which probably never had any but an imaginary exist-
ence, which if they ever existed were the rude work of barba-
rians, which cannot now be ascertained, and il they could be,
would be despised and rejected as bad in themselves, and
worse for our situation and circumstances—why should such
supposed statutes govern, in the nineteenth century, the civil-
ized and intelligent freemen of Massachusetts?
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These objections to the Common Law have a peculinr force
in America, because the rapidly advancing state of our coun-
try is continually presenting new cases for the decision of the
Judges; and by determining these as they arise, the beanch
takes for its share more than half of out legislation, notwith-
standing the express provisions of the Constitution that the
Judiciary shall not usurp tho functions of the Legislature, I
a Common Law system could be tolerable any where, itis only
where evervthing is stationary. With us, it is subversive of
the fundamental principles of a free government, because 1t
deposites in the same hands the power of first making the gen-
eral laws, and then applying them to individual cases; powers
distinet in their nature, and which ought to be jealously sepa-
rated.

But even in England, Common Law is only a part of a system,
which, as a whole, would be incomplete without Equity. We
strive to make the part supply the place of the whole,  LEquity
18 the correction of that wherein the law by reason of its gen-
erality is deficient; yet we have taken the law, deficient as it
confessedly 1s, without the correction, except in certain cases,
where by degrees, and almost without the knowledge of the
people, equity powers have been given to the courts. A court
of chancery would not be tolerated here, for reasons which |
have not time to enter upon; and without that adjunct, the
Common Law systemn would not be tolerated in Fngland.  The
remedy is to fuse both into one mass, adoptiog such principls
of equity as are really necessary, simplifving the whole, c2act-
ing the result in the form of statutes, and, from time Lo time,
supplying defects and omissions, as they are discoveied. It s
hardly necessary to olserve, that i dong tv-, opportunity
should be taken to reform and remode! the great body of the
law, which stands in need of such a revicon more than any
other science.  Some immense advances, it 1s true, have been
made within the last two vears, of which the total abolition of
special pleading is not the least rezaarkable.  But instead of
being satisfied with what has bwen gained, it should only en-
courage us to step forwurd mese boldly in what remains to do.
All American law must be vzatute law,

In our state policy, th principles of civil and religious free-
6
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dom are the only sure foundation to build on. Existing laws
grossly inconsistent wi'h these principles should be repenled.
The democracy of the State have ulroady struggled hard to re-
peal them.  ‘They have had some success, and hope for more.

in our national policy, freo trade, no bank, no debt, light
taxes, and an economical govermment are the American doc-
trines,  The govermment must bo confined within its proper
sphere; the supply of a sound currency free from fluctuations,
the care of our foreign relations, the defence of the national
honor, and the preservation of the Union. It should be re-
stricted within the narrowest constitutional lmits, and where
any power is doubtful, it should not bo cexercised.

The leading idea of the American policy is Freedom. The
sole purpose of Government is to prevent the rights of the citi-
zen {rom being iufringed or encroached upon.  Eeery man
should be left in the full enjoyment of his natural libeity, so
long as hie does not thereby interfere with any of the natural
rights ol his neighbor.  When he invades the hallowed boun-
dary of another’s rights, then the Government should put forth
its strong arm te protect them: hut 8o long as ho refruins from
any such invasion, an American citizen may claim, as his birth-
right, perfect and unrestrained liberty of action.  Within these
lumits, wherever his ioterests, wherever his clination may
lead hin, ko may take his own course, and Government has no
right to place in his path the very shghtest impediment. e
may rove {ree as the free air which he breathes, culling no
muan his master, acknowledging no pawer above him but in
heaven, subject to no other restrmnt hut the obligations of
virtue and the dictates of conscience and honor, unshackled
by arbitrary, vexations, and galling restrictions, untrammelled
by humaa legislation, so long as hie obeys the guidance of an
enlightened moenitor withio. - For him the whole object of gov-
croment is negative. It is to remove, and keep out of his way
all obstacles to his natural freedom of action,  So long as it
perlorms this duty, he cheerfully contributes townrds its sup-
port. 1Nt fails in the perlormance, he sets his shoulder to the
wheeol to bring about the requisite reform: he removes thoe in-
eflicient, or incompetent, or unfaithful agents, and substitutes
in their place those who understand and will take enre to effect
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the object of their appointmont. But if his agents have ox-
cecdod their commission; it tho power ontrusted to them, to
guard and to proteet his liberty, has been employed msidions-
ly to stead from his possession, or f{oiecibly to wrest from his
grasp that liberty, then indeced he no longer lives under a free
government, but uuder a despotism; and it showtld bo his mght-
ly prayer and daily ondeavor to burst asunder the chaing it
will faston around him belore they ave riveted foo strongly to
be broken. 1 want no governuent to prescribe to me when,
and whoere, aud how 1 may enjoy my nutural nights. That s
my own affmr, 1 only ask the Government to stund by, o
watehtul sentinel, u mighty guardian, to take cure that 1 am
not iterrupted i the cojoyment of them, 1t should he our
presuding gemuy, ovor near us and around us to avert afl ovi
from us: covering us with tho broud wgis of its protuction, yet
at the same tinte, unseen, unlelt, unknown, leaving us with our
unrestrictod energies to work out, in our own way, our own
higheat happiness.»

[C 19 in theso pacticulars, features indeed more striking thun
any other, that our constitutions are pecttharly American and
purely democratic,  Fhe great dividing hine between our par-
ties oniginally was, generally has been, and for the most part
will be, betwoen the friends of arbiteary power on the one
hand, and the fricads o constitutional freedom on the other—
hetween those who wish, by wholexomoe hantations originaily
imposed, and by a striet construction of’ them, to confine gov-
ernmonts to the few objects which have been specttied jand to
[euve the people otherwise wdividually free to govern them-
gelves, and those who by o lavish grant of power orygnnally.
and a broad latitude of interpretation, and & free use of inpli-
cation afterwards, would enable the government to comtrol and
regulate every action, and would mnko i, i fing, a mere en-

gine tor tho aggrandizemont ol the few at the expense of the

- AT —

* The natare and purpose of government are discussed much more n
barge in nseport on the sabjeet ol Capitad Punlstonent, made in the House
of Representatives ol Massaclinsetts, Febreuary 224, 1836, printed as doeu-
went of the House No, 32, Giom the vighth to the thivtteth page. 1o sever-
al of the above paragraphs free use has Leen made of the diseussion in that
report, to which thie reader is relerradl,
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many, like every other government upon the face of the globe.
The first constitute the democratic or constitutional party—
the latter are the aristocratic or consolidationist party, who
seem to be governed by British rather than American prin-
ciples.

The aristocratic party seem never to have abandoned the
doctrine that the people could not safely be trusted with polit-
ical power. They consider the popular will too sandy a foun-
dation to uphold the structure of government. For this reason,
after failing in the attempt to estahlish a government whose
leading features should be a President to serve during good
behavior—a Senate to serve during good behavior, and o have
the sole power of declaring war—the (rovernor of each State to be
appointed by the Federal head and to have a negative on the
laws of the State—they set about building a consolidated gov-
ernment under the forms of a democratic constitution. In
many respects the attempt has been alarmingly successful.
QOune who observes the little consideration which the States now
command, and how completely the central government absorbs
and draws into its vortex every interest and all ambition, can-
not but feel some misgivings lest the States may have commit-
ted the same fatal error in consenting to the Kederal Govern-
ment, which the forest committed in giving the axe wood
enough to furnish a handle. Such misgivings would have been
but too well founded had not the Roman energy of Andrew
Jackson arrested, before it was too late, the progress of con-
solidation, and redressed the wrongs of the violated consti-
tution.

The original plan of the consolidationists was an elective
monarch, with elective lords appointing their lieutenants in
the provinces. Such a scheme differed more in name than in
principle from the British monarchy. After the failure of that
scheme, it was natural that its author, and the other friends of
a strong government, when contriving how to fortify and en-
large the Federal powers so as to overawe, and to hold the
people in subjection, should still continue to copy alter British
models. The first auxiliary institution to prop up the fabric of
an energetic government was a copy of the Bank of England.
In 1693 the whigs of Great Britain patronized a scheme for a
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National Bank, which they promised ghould be fruitful of vast
advantages of every conceivable description. A strong party
affirmed,* that it would become a monopoly, be subservient to
government views, be employed to the worst purposes of arbi-
trary power, produce a swarm of brokers and jobbers to prey
upon their fellow creatures, encourage fraud and gaming and
corrupt the morals of the nation. 'I'he short sichted and selfish
William, then tenuant of the British throne, affixed his signature
to the charter. The predictions of its opponents were fulifilled
to the letter. None of those splendid promises which ushered
in the magnificent delusion were ever realized. The evils which
were aporehended followed, in a lengthened and gloomy train;
and Great Britain is still smarting under their effects, which will
not cease to plague her so long as her fast-anchored island
shall remain the seat of an independent empire. That mam-
moth monopoly, so dianietrically opposed to the spirit of our
Institutions, the United States Bank, is the legitimate progeny
of its transatlantic prototype. Like that, it has performed
nonc of the many promises it made to the people. It is now
sinking under the weight of that universal odium which its
multiplied and aggravated offences have justly brought down
upon it, It is now about to receive the just reward for all its
trangressions—the wages of its sin will be its death. Wicked-
ness may prosper for awhile, but justice will overtake it at last.
In the nature of events, and in the wise ordination of provi-
dence, crime, whether secret or in high places, brings after it
necessarily, though sometimes slowly, its own appropriate retri-
bution. The scarlet mother of corruption, who so long sat
secure within her marble palace, in vain looked to be exempted
from this universal law. The gilded Juggernaut that drove, as
it were but yesterday, her cruel car over prostrate and groan-
ing misery, to grind the poor man to powder, and overwhelm
us with the double curse of want and slavery, that, when she
had withered and blasted far and wide with her pestilential
breath, she might tower supreme amid the desolation she had
made, is soon to be hurled trom her loity throue, and trampled,
in ber turn, in the dust where she crushed her vietims.

il ‘el
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* Continuation of Hume by Smollet,
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Assyria fell beneath the rod of Divine wrath. Rome—guil-
ty Rome—saw an avenging world overrun, and dismember,
and extinguish her Empire. Mammon, with his paper dynasty,
1s doomed like these to fall, never again to lift his horrid head—
moroe fatal to liberty than Moloch—more hateful to the sight of
men than the brand on the forechead of Cain.

Yes, Mammon is dethroned, and sholl be banished from our
borders, amidst the exulting shouts and anthems of the frec.
Bitter is the taunt with which millions mock the paralized and
powerless monster. ‘ How art thou fallen, O Lucifer, son of
the moraing ! How art thou brought Jow, thou that didst trou-
ble the nations !’

The Bank whose death-warrant has been signed by Andrew
Jackson, was only one, though indeed the first and mightiest,
of those British engines of influence which were transplanted
to supply the supposed deficiencies of our own Constitution,
and to accumulate power in the hands that could wield them.
A splendid system of consolidated government, copied n all its
promnent features from the practice of the British government,
was devised, which held up glittering prizes for ambition, and
was calculated to enlist in the service of the leaders all the
wealth and all the talent in the nation that was not restrained
by principle. It was the conspiracy of avarice against liberty,
a system of partial privileges, partial taxes, and universal re-
strictions.

'I'he hichest democratic authority in America, fully sustains
this view of the whig policy. Thomas Jeflerson thus charac-
terized it in a letter to William B. Giles. Coxsoripation
opens with a vast accession of strength fromn their younger re-
cruits, who having nothing in them of the principles of 76,
now look to a splendid government of an aristocracy—riding
and ruling over the plundered ploughman and beggared yco-
manry. This will be to them a next best blessing to the nrox-
ARCHY OF THEIR FIRST AIM, and perhaps the surest stepping
stone to it. I see as you do, says the venerable patriarch, and
with the deepest affliction, the rapid strides with which the
Federal branch of our government is advancing towards the
usurpation of all the rights reserved to the States, and the con-
solidation in itself of all powers foreign and domestic; and that
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too by constructions which if legitimate, leave no limits to therr
power. It is but too evident, that the three ruling branches of
the Federal Department are in a combination to strip their col-
leagues, the State authorities, of the powers rescrved by them,
and to exercise themselves all functions, foreizn and domestic.
“dnd what’ he exclaims—* is our resource for the pregervation of the
Constitution? Reason and argurient?  You might as well rea-
son with the marble columns encircling them!’

There was but one resource for the preservation of the Con-
stitution, and that was an energetic, democratic chief magis-
trate.  Providence, which in great perils raises up great de-
liverers, has given us the man. He has fulfilled his destiny,
and routed the consolidationists as effectually as he did their
British friends at New Orleans,

To return to the character of the whig or British party.
We need not resort to democratic authority to learn what was
the original distinction of sentiment, 1 do not say between ev-
ery member of the two great parties, but between the leaders;
a distinction which still continues the same. The late Rufus
King, before he resigned his seat in the Senate, asserted in a
very remarkable speech which he delivered, that the people
would never have adopted the FFederal Constitution if they
could have imagined the extent of power that would be claim-
ed and assuined under it. 'This assertion every impartial reader
of our history knows to be undeniably true. James A. Bayard,
in 1804, declared, that the question between the two parties
was by no means the exccutive power, which he was not dis-
poscd to enlarge, but what atnount of power should be given to
the Federal Government, and how much left to the States, It
may be demonstrated from history that this view also was cor-
rect. Chiel Justice Marshall tells us that the Bank was the
rock on which our parties split; a fact perfectly consistent
with, and no more to be doubted than the preceding. Gouverneur
Morris, hearing some one speak favorably of the new Constitu-
tion, answered that that was according as it might be construed;
an answer pregnant with meaming, when we consider the high
toned politics of the man—a true whig as we were assured on
the 3d of July last, by the Salem Gazette, the highest whig
authority in Kssex. In 1811, while Henry Clay was yet a
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democrat, ho belioved, .and justly too, that the recharter of the
United States Bank, upon the ground of precedent, would
muke our Constitution * as diffused and iatangible as tho pre-
tended Constitution of England.”  He probably still hoids the
same opinion; and for this reason doubtless among others, he
has been, ever sinco his apostacy, onc of the most zenlous ad-
vocates of the recharter of that institution upon a much grand-
er scale than was proposed 1n 1811,

'I'he whig champion of the Conslitulion, Daniel Welmter ex-
plained to the world his notions of the nature of government in
his speech in the Massachusetts Convention against basing the
Senale on population, and in fuver of the basis of weedth,  © 1t wonld
seem,’ snid that gentleman, ‘ to be the part of political wisdom
TO IFOUND GOVERNMENT ON PROPERTY ’¥—
‘ property being the truc basis and measure of power.’ He
maintains that o government founded on property, is legitimate-
ly founded, aad that « government founded on the disregard of
property, IS FOUNDED IN INJUSTICL.® Theso purely
British notions come quite up to Mr Jeflerson’s iden of the
‘ splendid government of an aristocracy.’  Such a government
would be very ceriain to lake care of the rich, and let the rich
tako care of the poor, in whatevor way might suit their own inter-
est, No wonder that a statesman holding such principles should
desire to build up our House of lLiords iufo an irresponsible oli-
garchy, capable of controlling every othor branch of the govern-
ment. No wondor that he should look with peculiar fuvor upon
every British feature 1n our institutions, and that he should
aim espocially to mako A NaTioNaL BaNK the main pillar of that
government, which he thinks it ‘ the part of political wisdom
10 FOUND oN PROPERTY.’  The candidate of our Boston politi-
cinng should adopt for his motto the British maxtm, ¢ Liberty
and Property !’ It would be the wmost plausible version of his
creed, and make an admireble rallying cry tor those friends of
a consolidated nationel Republic, who after so many discomfit-
ures have folded up their tattered banners, whose broken ranks
were murshulled under the Bank flag only to be routed worse
thun ever, and who had exbausted the American vocubulary
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"See Jouraal of Debates, page 143,
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before thoy sholtered their British principles under u British
name. ‘The tmwmortal spirit of the wood-nymph LIBERTY
DWUELLS ONLY IN THIEE BRITISIE OAK,? anid Frsnen
Amus, whose opinions must have coincided very nearly, one
would think, with thoso quoted from the Boston candidate.
Aloxander Hamilton pronounced the British Governmeunt,
wilth all s corruplions, to he tho bost government ever establish-
ed by tho wisdom of man. A whig arator of some reputation,
whilo nddreessing an assembly ol the manworshippers ot tho city,
daredto profane FFanuet! Hall —the cradle of Liberty——with the
gontiment, that ¢ this Goverament, «as noew wlminiztered | 13 the
worst Govoernment thut God ever suflered to oxist on the face
ol the earth? A purty thut believes the British Government,
with ull its corruptions, to ne the best, und our own Govern-
ment, under a democeratic adimimstration, to be the worst of all
possible governments, must be British to the core and deserves
a British nume.  Fvery member ol such a party might respond
cordinlly to the exclamation of Pristam Burges, the whig
lcader of u neighboring state, ‘I thank my God heartily that 1
wm not t democerat, nor do I wish ever to be one!”’

The demoeratic party, on the other hand, bolds fust those
purely American principtes which have already been described.
Aguin and again have they been put forward as our distinguish.
ing doctrines, and it is upon the faithtuloess with which they
have supported and apphed these doctrines, that those whoe
gtand foremost i our ranks must rest thewr cliims to publie
contidence.  As noman has practically illustrated s creed
more conststently or with happer etfeer than our present chief
magristrate, so no man has wiven the theory o more  beautiful
expresston. ¢ Phe ambition which leads moe on’—these were
the wards ol that venerated patriot, uttered upon a memorable
occuston, with thut noble frankaess which only conscilous rec-
titude could tnspire-——*the ambition which leads mo on is an
anxious desire and a lixed determination, to return to thoe peo-
ple, unimpaired, the sacred trust they have committed to my
charge—to heal the wounds of the Constitution and preserve it
from further violntion; to persuade my countrymen, so far as
I may, that 1t 18 not ina splendid government, supported by
powerful monopolies and aristocratic  establishments, that they

1
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will find happiness or their liberties protection, but in a plain
system, void of pomp,~proleching all and granting favors lo nonc—
dispensing ils blessings like the dews of heaven, unscen and unfelt save
in the freshness and beauly they contribule lo produce. If the Al-
mighty Being, who has hitherto sustained and protected me,
will but vouchsafe to make my feeble powers instrumental to
such a result, I shall anticipate with pleasure the place to be
assigned me in the hisiory of my country, and die contented
with the belief, that I have contributed, in some small degree,
to increase the value and prolong the duration of American
Liberty.’

To increase the value and prolong the duration of American
Liberty, there are three essential requisites—a strict ohserv-
ance of its sacred charter the Constitution, the supremacy of
the laws under the Constitution, and the preservation of the
Federal Union.  If the Constitution should be violated by the
adoption of the whig policy, of plundering the many to pamper
the few, consolidation would either bring on the dead calm of
Despotism, or provoke a tempest of rusistance, ending in Nul-
lification, and Revolutivn. If the laws may with impunity be
sct at defiance, either by a Corporation exalting itself above
law, and gathering its strength to break down our constituted
authorities; or by a band of factious demagogues, disappointed,
revengeful, and disorganizing; or by seditious mobs instigated
to violence and outrage by the incendiary harangues of the
Catalines who preach panic, create distress, and cry to arms,
because they wounld willingly welcome war, pestilence, and fam-
ine, rather than endure the prevalence of democracy—in cither
case, anarchy, misrule and civil discord would stalk through the
land. If bold bad men, struggling to pull down the virtue they
cannot rise to ecmulate, should burst asunder the bands of our
National Union, the days of our Independence would soon be
numbered, and Liberty could not hoepe to survive. These
three fundamental truths, the President, in his usual compre-
hensive and emphatic language, has condensed into an apho-
rism—'THE CONSTITUTION axp rue LAWS awe surrive
AND THE UNION ixpissorupre.’

‘This grand and simple annunciatton of democratic doctrine
would have been a mere formn of words without meaning, 1f
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their author had not redressed the first and most fearful infrac-
tion of the Constitution. The duty of the administration, as to
this point, was fully expressed in the sentiment of Mr Van
Buren—* Unqualified and uncompromising opposition to the
Bank of the United States.—The interest and the honor of the
Pcople demand it.’

No one that knew the bold heart and the firm hand that gui-
ded the helm of stute could doubt for a moment that the interest
and the honor of the people were safe. The opinion of the
carly friend of Washington, the adopted child of America, the
apostle of universal liberty, the lamented of both Worlds, THE
GREAT AND Goob Laraverrs, was also the opinion of the dem-
ocrats of America, as ¢19 electoral votes bestowed upon the
author of the Bank Veto, against the 49 votes of the Bank or
whig party, may amply testify. "I'he illustrious worthy to whose
opinton T have just alluded, shortly before he closed his sub-
lunary pilgrimage, and went joyfully to receive the reward of
a long life of suffering, toil and virtue, expressed himself in
words which ought to he forever remembered. I quote them,
because they cannot be repeated too often, and because this
occasion ought not to pass without recalling freshly to our ree-
ollection the sainted memory of Lalayette, by presenting to
our minds some one at least, of his recorded acts or sayings
most worthy of the man,

‘ General Jackson 13 the very man fitted for the present cri-
ats —said that keen, judicious, and experienced observer of
human character. ¢ His stern and uncompromising republican-
1sm, and high sense ol honor, will prove the best security for
our republicun mstitutions—(for he calls every thing American
his own) For a long time I saw with pain the advances of an
aristocratic moneyed Institution, which threatened to cast a
poisonous ldew over our precious liberties. They would
have rendered our fair country a passive instrument in their
hands, in which case {reecdom would have vanished from among
us.  General Jackson possesses the honesty of a Regulus, the
patriotisin of & Washington, and the firmness of a Timoleon—
in fact, I am unacquamted with any character in ancient or
modern history, which combines so much excellence with so
few of the errors of humanity.’
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who before the battle of New Orleans possessed ‘the unbounded
coufidence and expectation ol the nation,’ which confidence he
carried with bhim into his contest with the Bauk. The event
showed that hig sagacity was not deceived,  The United States
Bank, having been chartered in definnce of the Constitution,
had become the most formidable toe of our liberties, and put
forward pretensions which amounted to a claim to perpetuity.,
It took the ficld openly, and used the people’s moncy to eleg-
tioneer against the President of the people’s choice. It did all
that money could do. 1t bought the veual, cnjoled or tutini-
dated the weak, and deceived the simple.  After the veto had
inflicted a wound that will finally prove mortal, it contracted
with the convulsive encrgy of despair.  ‘That vile monopoly
was locking in its vaults every dollar it could grasp, and pres-
sing with girantic strength to break tho safety fund banks, to
break the merchauts, to prostrate credit, and to lay the enter-
prise and prosperity of the country in ruins, that it might re-
build its own hated power on its only possible foundation here-
after, UNIVERSAL RUIN., Then it was that the President,
taking upon himselt’ the responsibility, stepped in and stayed
the wave of desslation, before it could sweep over and engulf
all in common destruction, and anashilate nt once all means
and hope of future resistance or relief.  Ue did this by ena-
bling the local banks to discount many millions without delay,
at the points of greatest pressure, in the very crisis of the dis.
tress.  The movement was decisive—it saved the country, and
filled full the measure of the hero’s glory. It is enough for
one man that his administration has enlarged our commerce,
recovercd our claims, vindicated our honor, redecemed our
Constitution from repeated violations, preserved the Enion from
threatened dissolution, preserved property and eredit [rom uni-
versal prostreation, preserved liberty from umversal subjection,
preserved equality trom the despotic reign of paper wealth con-
deused into one vast monopoly, whose central throne is in «
marble palace, but whose fangs reach every where, grasping,

controlling, subduing, over-ruling all.

From foul oppression, and from Mamtnon's b,
Who hath redeemed aspersed democracy ?
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King-loathed Columbia’s brave and wise old man.
Rejoice, oh world! God said, let'Jackson be,

And at his feet died swoln monopoly,

Rejoice ! s triamph saves no single State,

But every State. It bids all lands be free.

Lone Washington! Auother, good, amd great,
Hath carned a deathless name, and every villain’s hate,

The burning vehemence of poetical inspiration has branded
the enemy of the patriot with a harsh epithet.  'We may rejoice
in the conviction, however, that thero are none of thase villains
anywhere in Massachusetts: most assuredly, my friends, there
cannot be. Some of us may judge of this from the evidence of
our own senses.  With our own cyes, wo saw the aristocracy
of the City of Boston welcome the old hero with the homage
of the heart—for it could not have bheen all mere lip service.
We heard them send up the universal shout that alinost rent
the blue concave.  We saw them thronging his antechamber—
besieging his bed chamber—scarcely lenving uninvaded his re-
fuge ou tho couch of sickness—so eager were they to pour into
his car the testimony of their respect, their gratitude, and their
love. Our ancient university of Farvard bestowed her highest
honors upon her illustrious visiter, thereby honoring herself
more than she honored hm.  And at Bunker Hill, the scene
of the first great battle in the long strugele with British power
which he himself had closed so gloriously at New Orleans, one
of onr most eloquent orators exhausted the lunguage of pane-
gyric to do justice to ins virtues and his valor, for which ap-
proprinte tribute, in copjunction with his other merits, the
orator has been nominated and clected by the lately dominunt
party in the Commonwealth to the office of Governor.  Oh no,
gentlemen! King-loathed Columbin’s brave and wise old man
cannot have carned the hatred of any citizen of Massachusetts.
We have no hold, bad men—no senntors—like Cataline the
Roman Senator when he aspired to the Consulship, striving to
pull down the virtue they cannot rise te emulate.  Thousands
witnessed the aflection, it might almost be said the adoration,
which the whigs of Boston manttested in 1833, for the defeunder
and restorer of the Constitution, and since that timoe ho has
done much, very much to strengthen their devotion, having



prostrated that deadly enermy whom we most hated and feared,
the United States Bank Monopoly. Nobody therefore within
the sound of iny voice, even if it could reach the limits of the
State, can possibly extertain any ill will towards our democratic
President; and th/ lines quoted cannot have any personal bear-
ing: so at least ‘we would fain believe.

But their bsaring upon the comparison between the demo-
cratic, Am~ican, Independent policy, and the aristocratic, Brit-
ish or whig policy, and the distinguished merit of the most
promivent «champion of* American principles, is quite direct
enovgh to justify the quotation. It might not be proper, in
th’s place, and on this occasion, to express, even if it were al-
wogether charitable to entertain the belief, the opinion avowed
by the great statesman of New England, so long the acknowl-
edged head and leader of the party in opposition to which the
present administration came into power. That gentleman, late-
ly Prestdent of the United States, with the concurrence, if not
with the positive good will of the whigs of Massachusetts, has
told us what he thinks of the party ¢so rotten with the corrup-
tion of both its elements.” He bears testimony, and he ought
to know, for he has the most intimate familiarity with their de-
signs and views, and with their whole history, that ¢ they have
no honest principle to keep them together.’ ¢ Their only ce-
ment is a sympathy of hatred to every man of purer principles
than themselves.’ 1t is to be hoped that this sweeping con-
demnation may be far from universally applicable, notwith-
standing the almost irresistible weight of authority with which
it comes to us. Yet the sentiment of hatred may have been, it
would almost seem must have been cngendered in the hearts of
many who have found their interests, involved in special legis-
lation, sacrificed without scruple to the general wellare, by the
unflinching firmness with which our Hero maintained the great
contest between swoln monopoly and exclusive privileges on
the one hand, and aspersed democracy with equal rights on
the other. In many hearts, too, envy rankles; for the success
with which he came out of that critical contest stung to the
quick those who looked enviously on his former fame; and
alas for human nature, they were but too pumerous, the more -

so as his glory was more dazzling.
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He who ascends to mountain tops shall find,

The loftiest peaks most wrapt in clouds and snow ;
He who surpasses or subdues mankind

Must look down on the HATE of those below,

Though high above the sun of glory glow,

And far beneath the carth and ocean spread,

Round him are icy rocks, and loudly blow
Contending tempests on his naked head,

And thus reward the toils which to those sutnmits led.

Can it be, my countrymen, that there is any onec among us
who would tarnish the splendor of the Nation’s brightest jew-
els, who would blot out the proudest pages from our annals,
and recompense with scorn and contutnely, services which ap-
plavse and honor cannot adequately reward? There is hut too
much cause to apprehend it.  Jinvy which stands by the urn
of the great man, ages after he has gone, stirring his ashes
with her poisoned dagger,—Envy, which never ceased to re-
vile the illustrious Jefferson while alive, and which has never
ceased to water his grave with the wormword and gall of ca-
lumnious falsehood,—Envy could not spare, whom Providence
has spared, to be the last survivor of a noble race, our last Ro-
man—1Iinvy could not suffer to go down in peace to his final
resting place, the time honored head of him ¢who filled the
measure ol his country’s glory.’

Is it credible, you ask, that there crawls upon the surface of
the earth a wretch capable of entertaining so despicable a sen-
titment ?

We have too much evidence that there are many: evidence
which we would, but cannot, forget. There is no word or act
of the Hero’s life that has not been misreprescented,—no daz-
zling achicvement of his that has not been depreciated,—no
grand and original measure of a bold and wise policy that has
not been received with rancorous invective,~—no benefit, no
blessing bestowed at his hands, but it has rankled in the breast
of black ingratitude, till derision of' disinterestedness and ha-
tred of all zood have burst out in loud and bitter curses. Noth-
ing that bears his honorable name, but the mention of it min-
1sters occasion for jeering and for imprecation. No lifeless
block that is carved into the likeness of his vencrable features,
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can be secure, for a moment, from insult and outrage, even
here, in sober New England,

Do we live in a Christian land? Are those who originate
and countenance such speech, and such behavior, civilized
and educated men, members of a party laying claim to aALw
THE DECENCY? Is this the gratitude of Republies?

The sole purpose of Government is the good of the whole
people, and the gratitude and love of the pcople will reward
him whom the enmity of the few would in vain strive to load
with dishonor. e has fought the gnod fight faithtully, and let
the disappointed and the envious detractor suy what they may,
filtecn millions of freemen have already awarded to him the
meed of an undying fame.

My friends, the conflict which we have hitherto carried on
victoriously under his auspices, is still to be continued; and
soon other leaders must be placed in the van. Perpetual vigil-
ance is the price of liberty. Let no neglect of ours forfeit the
rich ipheritance. In Union there is strength. Let us march
shoulder to shoulder to the decisive onsct. Liet us present to
the foes of the democratic cause, a concentrated, and therefore
a formidable front.

In our candidate for the first office in the gift of the people,
we can have nothing more to desire. 'I'he distinguished son
of the Empire State is the adopted favorite of the whole Union.
The arrows of his assailants have fallen harmless at his {ecet,
and our clear sighted yeomanry do justice to the leading traits
of his well balanced character.

To form a perfect statesman, the Knowledge of History, the
Wisdom of lixperience, and the Inspiration of Genitus wmust
combine to illuminate his understanding; while Courage to
dare, and Fortitude to suffer in the cause of humanity, must
urm him with an impenetrable panoply for that warfare against
the common enemies of our race, to which a generous philan-
thropy will incessantly impel him. In which of these requisites
does not Martin Van Buren excel?

‘Who ~said My Wilde of Georgia, no partial witness—
‘who was a more dexterous debater? Better versed in the poli-
tics of our country; or deceper read in the mstonry of others;
above alf, who was more thoroughly imbued with the idiom of
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the Knghsh language, and ,its beauty, and delicacy, or more
ca.pabla of ‘breathing thoughts of flame in words of magic, and
tones of sll,ver?’ T L . ,

I‘rom the momentous orisis. of the war to lhlE day, hplpimg
the most lmpnrtant trusts, and ﬁllmg the most responsible sta-
tions, in state and nation,in a conunucd though varied career of
active and arduous duty, who can have rcaped a richer harvest
o[' EXPEnmNCE’

At tho outset of his publlc life, he stepped at once, into the
front rank of the New Yorlr. bar, where the Speacers, Keats,
and Lmngstons, and IIumllton had establlslmd the standard.of
tnlent At the time which tucd men’s souls, the darkest period
of the war, on his ﬁrst entrance to the senate of that state, he,
a youth, gave the cilicicnt impulse to that body. Mounting to
higher theatres of fame, in every part he is called to act, he
distances all rivalship. When his enemies look for his eclipse
and downfall, they behold him shining brighter and soaring
higher, with the brilliancy of transcendent intellect, and the
buoyancy of paramount merit. His intrigues the secrvice of
tho people, his arts the faithful performance of duty, he has run
rapidly through a series of promotion, shedding lustre on every
post he occupies. Who can exhibit proofs more unequivocal
of crnius of the mghest order?

In the Licgislature, the Senate, the Cabinet, throuch the war,
the great northern defection, and the struggle tor the renewed
ascendancy of democratic principles, through the death grap-
ple with the monted power, the courace he bas manifested
cannot be called in question; neither can the rorTirupE With
which he smiles upon the systematic detraction, virulent beyond
example except in the history of Jefferson and Jackson, by
which he has been tried as by fire, bat under which no man
ever saw him quail or waver.

‘Uncompronnising hostility to the United States Bank, the
interest and the honor of the people demand ity has been the
maxim of s Luth and practice.  We have, with his express
pledge, the guaranty of s uniform course, from s first en-
trance upon the political arena, that he will follow in the toot-
steps of Andrew Jackson.

In pohitics men are put forward to represent prineiples, and
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to effect the will of the masses. Let us elevate Martin Van
Buren to the chair of state, that we may not only maintain the
ground we have gained already, but during his Presidency,
soon about to open so auspiciously, eradicate from our system
and institutions, every vestige of foreign policy, introduced by
servile imitation, and discordantly combined with the original
home growth of freedom, only to mar its simplicity and unity.
When this, his destined work, shall have been fully accom-
plished and his high mission performed to the end, then may we
celebrate without misgivings the Fourth of July; for then shall
we have secured the permanent stability of American Liberty.

Then may we exult in the assurance that Independence is oura
forever.
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