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ADVERTISEMENT.

. THE -Autlm: of the following pages, publifhes them
with a view to gratify thofe in this place, who were abfent
when they were delivered ; and Likewife many of his ace
quamtance in places where he has formerly refided.

Canterbury, July--1 802.
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DEEPLY impreffed with every fenfati-
on which exhilirates a patriotic breaft, I would now,
my fellow-citizens, congratulate you with the return

of another anniverfary of our national Independence.

While all nature around us, appearing in its fulleft
bloom, and brighteft beauties, adds a luftre to this
happy day, furely it ought not to be difregarded by
any true American. Moft certainly, a day like this---
a day on which the patriots of ‘76, drew up thofe re-
folutions in which millions of our fellow-creatures are
deeply interefted, and perhaps will continue {o, even
through fucceedmg generations. 1 fay, a day like
this, will always be celebrated in fome way or other,
by every one whofe breaft glows with the leaft fpark
of patrioti{m or fenfibthty When 1 confider that
this {ubjeét has employed the pens and the tongues of
fo many writers and orators, far fuperior to myfelf,
both in talents dnd eloquence, my {pirits, dampned
within me, recoil from an undertaking of this nature.
But, when on the other hand, I confider a theme fo
fublime as this,—fo highly fraught with every thing

animating, that even the meaneft capacity in the con- .

templat:on of it, muft be infpired with the moft ex-
alted view's,—I hmve *on this occafion, ventuied to
addre{s you upon a fubje& which can never be ex-
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haufted.—What fon of freedom, is there, who, upon
the leaft refle€tion does not feel his. heart dilate with
. gratntude to the great difpofer of all things, who has
in this age of the world, placed him in a country like
this? A country, Where the clime contributes every
thing to the vigor and abilities of the youth of one
fex, and to the health and beauty of the other :----
Where the inhabitants live far fecluded from all the
devaftations of war, and horrors of blood-fhed :----
Where ¢ every man-may fit under his gwn vine and
fig-tree, and there be none to moleft, or make him
afraid :---Where the people are ruled by mild and
‘falutary laws ; and where each member of “focicty,
(whether ruler or fubjeft) is equally governed and
protetled by the laws.. To fet forth thefe our privi-
leges in a clearer light, let us contraft them with
- {fome of the moft important circumftances pertaining
to our country from its firft fettlement. In doing
this, we can better put an eftimate upon them, and
likewife pay a due regard to the unparalleled {uf-
ferings and fortitude of our ancefters in procuring
them for their pofterity. Here, 1 fhall not prefume
to inform you on the fubje&t ; but for the above-
mentioned reafons, to give afhort {ketch of a few
things relative to our nation in4ts prefent fituation,
I think will by no means be improper.

Our venerable forefathers, long afflited, not only
with every {pecies of tyranny and political oppreffion,
but compelled by all the torments that earth or hell
could devife, to acknowledgea religion contrary to
the di€tates of reafon, of revelation, and of their
own confciencies ; at laft were refolved to abandon
their native land, and feek for refuge in the then
uncultivated wilds of America. They accordingly
embarked with their wives, their children, and fome
other effefts, and committed themielves to the rude
and boifterous ocean. Here, %ll' the dangers of the
fta were to them but the begmnmgs of forrow. Suf-
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fice it to fay, on this point that, “fkies above, and
gulpby feas below, were the fole objects ot a many
a day.” And what but a chriflian tortitude could
fupport our fathers when they had aétually arrived
at their long wifthed for land ?  Nothing met their
fight but one extended fhore, bounded on the one
hand by dafhing waves, and on the other by dreary
forefts of the howling wildernefs. The place of their
new refidence, was an inhofpitable land ; a land,

 Where nothing dwelt but beafts of prey,

'And men as fierce and wild as they.”
But our fathers, with a magnanimity of {pirit which
in{pires all noble fouls, ftemmed the dangers that
awaited their perilous ftate, and with a cheerful refig-
nation, and humble dependence on that God, i
whom they trufted, furmounted every obfiacle in
their way, untl they (or rather their defcendants)
were eftablithed in a ftate of tranquility, and enjoyed
every privilege, both civil and religious.

But no fooner had our anceftors arrived to a confi-
derable degree of national eminence and refpetabi-
lity, than ufurpers of power, foltered in the bofom
of our cruel mother country, were fent to make laws
forthem, and overrule them in thcir public tranfac-
tions., This adminiftration, however plaufible it
might appear in the firft ftages of it, was manifeftly
calculated in procefs of time, to involve the rifing
nation into a ftate of flavery and fervile fubmiffion to
a foreign power. OQur fathers were early apprehen-
five that this would be the cafe ; bht miferabile dictu,
they were in a defencelefs ftate. Time would fail
me to relate many things relative to our controverfy
with Great-Britain, prcvious to the declaration of In-
dependence. Therefore, not to mention how alli-
duoufly our fathers fruftrated the many deep con-
certed machinations formed againft their libertics ;
not to mention with what firmnefs and loyalty they
laid their complaints and remonflrances before the
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Britifh parliament ; not to mention the many abufes
and taunting infults which the people fuffered from
an army ftationed here to overawe the inhabitants,

I haften to the tranfalions of '76.

In the year of our Lord one thoufand, feven hun-
dred feventy and fix, on the 4th of July, twenty-fix
years ago, this day, our fathers, in Congrefs affem-
bled, declared thefe colonies (then called) to be
FREE and INDEPENDENT States.

If, fince the origin of man, there was ever a period
portentious to any nation under heaven, certainly
this was one. Fora comparatively {mall army, per-
fe&tly undifciplined, colletted from a few colonies
fcattered along upon the eaftern borders of this con-
tinent, more than twelve hundred miles ; to encoun-
ter not only the formidable thoufands of Great-
Britain, but perhaps all the combined powers of
Europe, was {fomething of almoft inconceivable mag-
nitude. Perhaps fome may think that they were led
on by a fatal phrenzy to their own deftruétion. It
is not to be denied, that in thofe times that tried
the hearts of men, there were many charaters who,
through an impetuous zeal, did fome things rafhly :
but this was not the cafe with our chief rulers ; they
proceeded maturely in their deliberations ; they
were fenftble that there was no alternative but for
them or their pofterity ¢ to facrifice their lives to-
freedom, or wear them out in fervitude and chains.”

T hev were accordmgly determined, like the firm
oak in the fable, with their own ftrength to oppofe
the raging tempeﬁ and 1f they fhould ever yield to
a {uperior force, not to cringe to the ground like the
mean-{pirited willow. With thefe views, and with
thefe principles, our fathers, as a nation, encoun-
tered the hardthips of along and bloody war. - And
need I relate to you the whole'train ot difafters at-
tending the war? Only preflent to your atfrighted
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imaginations, defolated fields and plantations, laid
wafte by a ravaging enemy—whole cities wrapped
in volumes of {moak and flames—numberlefs widows
throughout the union, weeping over their helplels
orphans—breathlefs virgins ftruggling in the arms
of more than brutal ravifhers——wounded men writh-
ing in expiring agonies, on the field of battle—dying
prifoners, fuffocated by the horrid ftench of loath-
jome dungeons, groaning out their dear lives in
galling chains—in fhort, every thing that fills the
{oul with terror and difmay. I fay, imagine thefe
things, and then you may form fome ideas of thole
times in which the blacknefs of wild deflpair perva-
ded the nation. Ye refpeflable fathers of this af-
fembly, I appeal to you whether you have not been
witnefles to {ome, if not all of thefe things. Have
you not often felt in your hearts alternate palpitations
of hope and joy @ Of hope, when fortunate cir-
cumftances promifed fucce{s to the union; and of
joy when peace was eftablifhed on equitable terms.

Here permit me to obferve, that the united fup-
plications of the good people throughout the ftates,
were jointly offered up to heaven for fuccefs to the
commonwealth in thofe times of tribulation ; and
who will deny that their prayers reached the throne
of grace, and received anfwers of peace ? Let thofe
confider this, who profanely profefs to believe that
plety and devoiion is a chimera confined unly to a
few enthufiaftic deluded people. Let them alflo
ferioufly confider whether this {uppofed chimera does
not, to their utter aftonifhment, prove to be an awful
reality.

Here I muft not omit to mention the illufirious
Commander who valiantly prefided over both the
civil 2nd military affairs of this nation, and fafely
guided it thro ilus unhappy war. Without exagge-
zation, it may be faid, that WasHincToN was under
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the aufpicious difpenfations of heaven, nifed up to
be the nrote@or, the deliverer, and the father of
his countr. But ke is gone—forever gone, He
now only lives in the dear remembrance of his coun-
try. Yet his name is left an honor to the page of
hiftory, and fhall be tranfmitted to remoteft pofter.
ity. O thou departed fhade of our immortal hero !
Almoft three revolving years have {carcely {fupprefled
the patriotic tears, fhed for the lofs of thee! Thou
haft forfaken thy mourning country, involved in all
the calamities of civil difcord. and confufion, to de-
plore thine abfence. Ah! my feHow-citizens, we
have much, alas, too much, to convince us that pro.
pitious heaven'in mercy {natched him from this world,
that he fhould -not fee the dangers that threaten his
redeemed country. Do not the prefent times wear
an alarming alpe@ ? They certainly do. .Satan, .
the common, the inveterate adverfary of mankind,
who goeth about as a roaring lion, feeking whom he .
may devour, has gone out into the wosld, he has
many adherents, who may emphatically be fliled
wolves in fheep’s clothing. For proof of this, fup-
pofe ydurfelves in Europe; and there fee how all
things wear:the marks of recent flaughter, bloodfhed
and conflagration.” See how the ploughman turns
up to view the bones of mighty warriors! Behold—
France, that devoted country, for more than ten
years, drenched in blood and tears! And muft I be
compelled to acknowledge, that even the wide At-
lantic has not given bounds to this reign of terror ?
Yes, this “Ale@tonian fiend, who {preads difcontent
and infernal rage among the nations, has, with hornd
findes, paffed three thoufand miles acrofs the ocean,
and invaded thefe once peaceful and United States of
America. Is it not fo? if not, whence then all that
bitternefs that rankles in the bofoms of Americans,
even in fome within our own knowledge ?© Whence
thole intrigues to {upplant thofe in office and places
of publie truf? Whence all thofe inveftives; mae
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lignantly veuted forth by party-{pirit? But I for-
bear. I muft not allude to any denomination of

politicians. This is not atime-to caft refleQions.:
This one thing weall know, that there is a fpirit of
great difunion exifting among the ftates :  difunion,
my fellow-citizens, that curfed difunion, is the bane
of’;ll republics. If we, as a nation are divided, we

~ muft neceflarily fall of our felves; bat if united,
" tltere is no power on earth that can {fubdueus. Our

Saviour, who fpake as never man fpake, faid pofi-

tively, that 2 kingdom divided againft itfelf, cannot
fland. And how does our own experience, and the
experience of all ages, verify the truth of this affer-

tion.. Turmn to the pages of antient hiftory, and fee

by what means the republics of Greece, Rome, and
many other renowned nations fell. It was almoft
univerfally by 1aciion and difunion. :

&

How forrowful the hought, my fellow-citizens,
that this commonwealth cannot, with propriety as
formerly, lay claim to the appellation United
States. But fhall this land ever become an afylum
for defpots and demagogues? Gop forbid! If
that awful period fhould ever arrive, may it ceafe to

be a country. Let it not remain to caft a bluth upon

the concave firmament. - Let not the fair orb of the
~moon, when fhe rides in her midnight fplendor thro
this bemifphere, ficken at the execrable fight. But
rather may the mountainous billows of the foaming
ocean, breaking from their native bounds, o’erwhelm
it beneath their briny waters; yea, may it become
a receptacle for all the deadly monfters of the fea,
rather than for monfters in human fthape. But I quit
the unpleafing theme. We are not yet that unhap-
Py people, grouping in the dark labyrinths of anar-
chy and confufion, or mepaced with the horrid fetters
of defpotifm and tyranny. We are yet a free and
enlightened people ; therefore, let us make the beft
improvement of our gdvantages ; and tho we help to
B
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form but one link in the great chain of fociety, let us
a& our partswell. Ifthe blood of our fathers, fhed
in the defence of our liberties, fhould ever call down
divine vengeance on the abufers of it, let it not cry
againft us. No, for heaven’s fake, let no one of us
be the inftruments of entailing the curfes of pofterity
on this generation. . ‘

Finally, my fellow-citizens, may that benificent,
that almighty Being, who not only prefides over the
contending kingdoms and empires of this world ; but
whofe power exceeds the limits of the vaft univede,
may He gracioufly dire& our public counciis---give
ftability and integrity to our rulers-.-give to the
people a {pirit of political difcernment, and due
fubordination to the laws.--ward off impending dan-
gers---long eftablith to us our national independ<
ence, and make us indeed that happy nation, whofe
Gop is the Loxn. . |



