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Bruniscron, Ferr 4, 18c7.

THE Comaittee of Asraugement, with the unanimocs
defire of thelarge and refpe@table Audience prefent, cordially
embrace this opportenity of returnicg you their fiscere thack:,
for your ingenious, learned s8d patsiotic OzaTion, this day

i Cclivered ; and, in obedicace to their withes, with plafure

——

‘J.WADSWORTH,
I. HENDRYX,
J- LAWRENCE,
To I. P. RICHARDSON, Es=.

;\lib?n?“

requcht a copy for the prefs. A
With fcotimeats of cfieem; we are,
Sir, yours,
_ D.'FAY, ]
" E. BAKER,
(" WILBUR "E.HAWKS, ,
- COLLECTION W.HENRY,jun. |, .
OUNGL 2T I. WEBSTER,  } ™™~ d.
VERATH M. NORTON, - ‘ rrargemert
)

-«
.

|

THE vaderwritten s ferhble that his Oration merits
not the epithet of *““ingenicus,” or “ Jearned ;” he is fenfibile
that it will not fuit the gppcmc of many monl, religiog, . A
literary and po!mul Critics ; "be-well knows the difadvantage |
of 2 yousg man’s appearivg in public ; he expeéls the malge |
of the back-biter, the venom of the flandeser, and the caluncy
of the puerije babbler who knows u;dsc 23 ¢ of his pchu
alphabct to be poured on bim i in ¢ ﬁrumn, yet, 1f tlmg

- day’s performance costains one priskciple confentaccoos with:
thofe which induced a part of the Committee to face a Burgoyme
on the ficld of battle, if it contaios onc fentimesi iz accordance ;
with-the feelings of many of the Avdience whe ftand high in ;
thc confidence of thewr fcllow citizens, if one idea contamtd j
in it can be of ufe to any perfon, the underfigned will be praud ‘
i graating their requefl. t
ISRAEL PUPNAM. RICHARDSON. '
Benzingron, Fiir 4, 1807 i
To the Conistitice } (

of

L Arrangemens.
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. AN ORATION.
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Frienos, aND FeLLow.CiTiZENS,

IF there. is 2 propriety in other na.
‘dons’ celebrating, with fplendor, ~and mag-
nificence, the birth. of princes, kings, and :
emperors,. the era of their degrad:mon, and -
mifery, it is. furcly not unbecoming *the

- American -people, annually, to cenvene for a

more manly. and. patriotic employment ; to

- ‘congratulate each other on an event the mo&

aufpicious to political liberty recorded in the
kiftory of civilized man. This is the birth.-

day of frccdom, the natal day of an extenfive
republic ;. it willbe held in grateful remem-
brance by every fon of America ; one divine

enthufiafic will animate every breaft, on this
day, from_the Superior to the Atlantlc, from
the St. Croix to the Rio-Bravo. This is the
day appropriated to celebrate the emancipation-
of our common country. from the dominion
of a forcign. tyrant ; on this joyful anniver-
fary the heroes and patriots, who now furvive,

prefent themfelves to bear teftimony of the
eternal hatred fubfitingebetween freemen and:

- defpots,
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Thirty one years have elapfed fince the con-
tinental Congrefs declared the United States
of America free, fovereign, and independent ;
the voice, like the ele@ric thock, pervaded the
Univerfe, and opprefled humanity felt rélef.
The day, on which, was proclaimed the chart-
er of your independence, prefented the moft
folemn fpeCtacle ever beheld through the long
track of antiquity : It was the fcene of an
exteniive nation inthe labor of political regen-
eration, an empijre rifing in defiance of majefty,
and openly afligning the reafons which com-
pelled them to a feverance from their parent
ftate; a feparation of infinite confequence to
the inalienable rights of man, and in its effects
deleterious to the tyrant by whom itwas canfed.
America, at this time, exhibited the fingulas
phenomenon of a nation uniting in defence
of thofe rights which the Creator of man had
conferred on him, againft the mofl potent na-
tion in the two hemifpheres, to refcue herfelf
from their arbitrary and defpotic jurifdiction.

Many of you, fellow citizens, are well ac-
quainted with the long train of abufes and
ufurpations, praétifed by the Britith govern-
ment on her American colonies ; the burning
of cities, the revocation of charters, the fuf-
penfion of legiflatures affembled to deliberate
for the intereft, the welfare and Lappinefs of
their conftituents, the plunder of private pro-
neity, the eftablifhment of armies to overawe
e defencelefs inhabitants, the deftrudtion of
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lives, the wanton and barbarous violation of
the fairer part of creation and the profanation
of temples dedicated to the worfhip of Al-
mighty GOD, occupy but a {mall {fpace in the
black catalogue of crimes which that nation
hadbeeninftrumental in committing. A mation
- inheriting the principles and fentiments of their
Saxon and Gothic anceftor® could not endure
the wicked and unconftitutional proceedings
~urged againft them ; to have pafled, in filence,
the continual inroads made on their liberties,
“would have been, as exprefled by an orator of
‘thofe times, difloyalty. The Godefs of liberty,
per varios cafus, per tot difcrimina rerum, wing-
“ing her way from the celeftial regions, deigned,
~once more, to take up her abode among the
‘children of men. Independence erefted her
ftandard ; the banners of freedom were unfurl-
ed, and myriads of her {ons rallying around
-determined to receive with welcome arms
the heavenly ftranger. The ftatefmen and
~heroes who urged the all-important caufe,
refolved to fhake the coloflus of defpotifm to
its centre ; and we have reafon, Americans, de-
voutly, to thank that Being who holds the def-
tinies of univerf{al nature, that the termination
of the conteft anfwered their moft fanguine ex-
petations ; right and liberty, on the one hand,
triumphed over prerogative and {lavery on
the other. : |
The tear of affection will gliften in the eye
of the war-worn veteran, when he calls to his

-
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mind thé man who led the republican-armies:

of America againft the vice-gerent of Pande-
monium, king George the third; tears of -

{fympathy will roll down the cheek of the aged

foldier, who now furvives, covered with the .

woumls and fcars inflited in defence of his,

and his country’s rights, when he refle&ts on the

fituation of his country invaded by the myr-
midons of Britain and the mercenary Heflians;
here will he {ee the midnight affaflin lurking
around the manfion-of his neighbor, when the
earth is folded in the arms .og fleep, watching
for an opportunity, with the uplifted hand of
violence, to execute his horrid deeds of death ;
there will he fee a wretched, and unfortunate
family, deprived of a fon blooming in the vigor
of youth, a daughter robed in the attire of in-
nocence, a wife endeared to her hufband by
the aifection, which 1is infeparable from an
union of congenial fouls ; thefe will he fee fa!l
2s victims to glut the vengeance of a vindictive
Tory, or with their. blood to moiften the
tomahawk of a favage hell-hound of the wild.
ernefs ; here will he behold a village, once
the abod> of gaiety and happinefs, now de-
molifhed and defolate ; the fplendid editices
which once adorned it are now confumed

i
|

f

|

by the fire of a barbarous enemy ; there he }

wiil fee an Loneft and induftrious hufbandman
with his decent competencydoomed to poverty
and ruin by a mercilefs banditti from a Britith
army. S



-—

f

i‘ /

Thefe are among the facrifices mace by the
| revolutionary “heroes for that Independence
which-is left as an inkeritance to their pofteri-
ty. - Is there any perfon amidft ‘this vaf con-
cotrfe of citizens, whofe heart is fo chilled with
apathy, that he-undervalues the price of our
i freedom, let him repair to the banks -of the
far diftant St. Lawrence, where lie bleaching
. the bones of the immortal Montgomery ; let
'_-him go to the heights of Charleftown, there,
' with his hand on:hisbreaft. while the tears of

“forrow, involuntarily, gufh from his fiream-

ing eyes, he will read, bic jacet quem arma

¢f [cientia condecoraverunt, here lies the man

whom' arts and a¥ms aderned, the ingenuous,
--the courteous, the-valiant Warren, the mar-
tvr in the caufe -of his counttry; the Leonidas
of America ; let him, in imagmation, revert
to the fate of Norfolk, there he will fee a city
in flames, the inhabitants at the difpofal of thofe
whofe tendereft mercies are but cruelty, while

- the thunder of Britith cannon is fcattering

death in every dire&tion; let him ~%t the
fields of Monmouth, drenched in the pett blood
of the illuftrious fons of America ; let him ap-
proach the grand liboratory of mifery, the
prifon-fhips at -New-York, where a civilized
nation- could vie with the favages in the
improvements -and Ttefinem’ its prafticed in [
barbarity. Scenes like thelc- tell. us, in lan. -
guage louder than the thunders of MountSinai,
the value.of our liberty. -1 pafs in filence; felfow

a—
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citizens, the fituition of this town, when 1t
was infefted by the armed battalions of an en-
emy ; 1 forbear to-call to your minds thofe
adts of rapine and ferocity which could have
beer: committed-by none but barbarians ; I
forbear to call to your minds the horrors of
that day on which the LORB GOD of fab-
baoth was pleafed to fmile with complacency
on your exertions and crown them with a moft
glorious victory ; I omit to bring to your re-
colleition the fhricks, the agonies, and the
groans of the wounded and dying, the tender
affection for a brother, a father, or a fon, whofe
blood now fertilizes your plains. Thefe events -
have long beén paft, they have given way o
the.halcyon days of peace and-liberty. !
- When other nations have emerged from
fcrvnude, when they have broken the bands
of defpotifm, it was a2 temporary thing, and
generally {fucceeded by a tyrannical ufurper
that univerfa] diffufion of knowledge and cor-
re principles, which gave rife to the Ameri- .
can revolution, has been an utter ftranger in
the oriental world, where the progrefs of liberty
has been flow, and has advanced by almott im,
perceptible degrees. That Egyptian darknefs
and Vandalic midnight, which have ever en
veloped the mind of niap -on the eaftern conti-
nent, prefented an infurmountable barrier to
the continuation of the- political inflitutions of
Greece and Rome ; itis, therefore, incum-

bent on every goverpment, Whﬂfe main fpring
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is ¥irtue,to encourage fiteratarein altitsbranch-
£8, to promote-a laudable defire for mental im-
provement. Education is the fubfraium of
‘teprefentative government, and ignorance in
-the citizens would be a morbid dlfcafc, con-
tinually preying on its vitals ; as air is to the
| animal and vegetable creation, fo is informa-
tion to a republic’; it is neceffary to the exift-
ence of a government which derives all its au-
| thority from the will and affetions of the pco-
‘ "ple : as vice is of fo ha ggard a form that it

needs but be feen to be embraced, fo the evils
attendant ondefpotifm, thomuthyunderﬁood
i will raze it in the duft ; fo the beauties, the
harmonious operaticns of 2 great and extenfive
| republic, properly pourtrayed, will eftablith
for it a character more laﬁmg than monnmeuu
of brafs.
H . Theprinciples of politieal morallty ihouk"!e
however, the prime obje@.of fudy, by all who
wifh to retain that equal Ration to which they
are, in juftice, entitled. It was a knowledge of
£ thefe principles, emanating from a Hortenfius
and a Cicero—from a Solon, a Lycurgus, and
q Pericles—which could fave the ancient re-
its of Greece and Rome. A diffemination
befe principles has enabiled modern France,
hies Integlozions firuggle with the enemies
man, to bw& froml tyrantd fomme of her hat-
A kpowledge of thefe principles
w 10 clw form of government in
W Sﬂtea--a govcmipba‘ of laws, a

-‘.
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government that operates equally on all ‘pre
teflions, trades, and occupaticns; it protedd:
the weak as well.ag the powerful, the incigen
as well as the opulent. Under a found admin.
iftration of fuch a government, man refume
his native dignity ; free and uncentroled, he
knpws no Lord but his Gon ; the dependants
of defpotic pride and courtly favor, in compar-;

capce ; no fuperior controls the exercife of hisi
mind ; like the grand luminary of day, he;
~ traverdes the vaftexpanfe of nature and explores|
- ~theregions of philofophy ; the happinefs of his};
~ felew men 1s his obje&, and his benevolence
is limited only, by the confines of the univerfe.
; Turn for a moment, to the fituation of man-
kind in other governments ; in the defpotic)
and mornarchical countries of the eaft, man in-
faltpd, abuféd and degraded by the noxious
influence of flavery, falls far below the fphere
afligned him by his Creator ; and'{carcely pre-
fumes to call himfelf a human being. At the|
rehearfal of the wicked and fanguinary deeds |
of a Tarquin, 3 Nero, a Domitian, or a Heli- §
ogabulus, the citizen of a free.country 1mag:
“ines hc hears the groany of millions rife up in ‘
judgment againft them, What has been the

hiftory of the Adexanders, the Ghengis-Khans,
the Cefars and: the Tamerlanesyrbut a narrar
tion of Buman bugchery ; 3 fene in which
man,, defigned for. ivore noble. purpafesy has
converted his talents and power againf his

msm——
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fellow m:n, dealing around him death aand
deftruction to all ages and conditions ; a fcene
in which the violence of ungovernab}e paffion,.
inflated by the pampered minions of defpot-
ifm, has carried the horrors of war into every.
hamlet, izil}ag‘c', town and city in the eaftern
hemifphiere ; afcene in which a cruel and bar~
barous foldiery are taught to imbrue their
hands in the blood of their brathers, their fif-
ters, their parents and their children? To
flich a people, where one part of fociety is the
deflined prey of another, what are the mex-
hauitable treafures of Potofi, the unbogunded
riches of India; ‘what .avails their flowery.
meads znd meandering rivulets’; does the
grandand picturefque {cenery which furrounds.
them, their mountains towering amidft the
etherial regions, their rivess rolling in majefty
through their luxuriant’plains, impart one
foutary glimpfe of happinefs? Far fromi it ;.
t 15 the mild government of liberty and law
“""mh raifes man to a precminent ftation and
;reates in him a relifh.for enjoyment ; it is the
rotection .and {ecurity conferred by them.
vhich implants within his breaft the facred
mor patrie without which life is a curfe.
From time immemorial, the Oriental world
2s been the theatre on which things have been
ondudted in the moft prepofterous manner ::
cclefiaftical delufion Las, hermeticaily, fealed
1e eyes of the populace, ariftocratical depravity -
ascorrupted mankind andcrowned-heads have:
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conipired to défolate the face of nature : that-

Indepenrlenct, which is the heritage of freemen’?
15 deftroyed, is loft amidit the oftentation and ;
gaudy | habiliments of thofe whe claim dlfhnc-§
tion by the dignity of their blood.

- By the adoption of the feudal fyftem, theJ
nobllny, a junto of robbers, and picarocns,
have laid an embargo on the labor, the con-|
fcience and the perfon of their vaffals. - The|
induftrious mechanic, the enterprifing manu-|
facturer and the more humble day-laborer muft
ull bow before the fceptre of power ; in the
mean {pirit of ‘degradation, man, who is by
nature equal with his fellow, who knows no:
fuperior, or inferior, approaches his mafter in
a ftyle unbecoming a brute : thefe are the|
concomitants of flavery.

But you, Americans, hail this anniverfary,
with extatic joy, as the day on which com-
menced a new order in government, as the
aufpicious morn which brought forth that in-
imitable infirument which has been read tot
you ;5 aninftrument unrivalied but by its illuf-
trious author ; you have ftill greater reafon to
rejoice that the principles therein contained
~-was the bafis of that conftitution under which
you and vour pofterity are to continue. While
tuc fubjedts of the Ottoman Porte adore that
~viic being who ftyles himfelf ¢ the fhadow of
GOD on earth,” the citizens of this country
revers that inftitution which guards, with vig-
ilance, the perfonal fecurity, the pcrfonal lib-

m...,
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erty and private .,pifd?'crty- aof every individual
in community ; thefe can never with impuni-
ty, be violated. A tyrannical adminidiration
may, -for a fhort time, abule the power com-
mitted to them, may make encroachments on
thefe rights, but whenever the people, the
only fovereigns of this country, havea knowi-
edge of the improper conduét of their fervants,

they will difmifs them with the ignomity and - . .
execration which they juftly deferve. The o

{uffrages of the people, the juft and well pro-
portioned checks and balances of our conftitu-
tion, are a powerful fimulus to the oflicers of
government ; their duty and their intereft
combine to make them faithful to their con-
~ ftituents. Power, however it may endeavor
to entrench itfelf in wealth, -in profufion of e-
quipage 2nd ornament, .in the fplendor of at-
tire, or in the fanétity of its Dtuation, may,
in a very fhort time, be hurled from its exalt-
ed fituation by that efficacious corretive, the
public will.  Chicanery and cunning may, for
atimne, ‘conceal the moft exceflive vices, the
moit atrocious crimes ; injuftice, wickednefs
and oppreflion may cover themfelves for a
while, by plaufible pretences, but fooner or
later they will receive their merited punith-
ment. :

. This principle of refponfbility is, infepara-
bly, annexed to every oflice inrthe government,
from the tide-waiter to the Supreme Executive;
cvery perfon to whom authority is deputed
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muft give an account ‘of ~hiz &ewardibip at
itated times, which' are defined and fixed by

~ either the law. or conftitation. The do&rine
of irrefponfibility is the fofter. child of nvon--
avchy and in its texture are plainly to be feen:
the features of its parent. That: the king can:
do no wrong is-one of the fundamental prin-:

ciples of the Britith conftitution, and the other

bradches of the government are equally ex-
~ empt from inquiry, except the houfe of com--
~ mons, who have indeed but a faint fhadow of
accountability, not being liable to have their
condu& canvafled, at a fhorter period than:

- fevén years ; an ample time for “-a junto of
~ public fpoilers, a penfioned - confederacy. of

~ poiitical craftfmen,” " to ruin any nation !!!
~ 'Fhis is the fituation of the moft free nation in,
- the tranfatlantic warld.. The defpot of Fur-:
~ key tells'you that he has the power of life and
- death over his {ubjeéts, that private property-
is at his.control, that he is refponfible to no
one for his conduct. How' different is this.

Janguage from that found in-your conftifution ;

public agents are, by that inftrument, com-:
pelled to pafs the ordeal of popular inveftiga-.
“tion ; the Supreme executive, once in four
“yexrs, mingles with the mafs of citizens ; the:
Senate are accountable in fix years, and the.
repre{entatives may be oufted by their con-

Atitwéntgaveheed of two years. Every friend
‘to a republican government confiders this trait
in the Anerican conititution as of ineftimable
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valie 5 but of ¢qual-imgortanee is that part
provided for religious liberty ; . the congrefs
cannot eftablifh any particular feét: to the in-
jury.of another.; -the unios ;of Ghurch and

State, fo familiar to ‘other nations, is not re-
cognized. by our conftitutien.. Religion is,
heré, placed on its proper foundation ; it is
left ta ftand or fall, by iis own iatrinfic-merit;
or demerit. Is a man-a candicate for a place
of honor, or twt. he is not to be gueftioned
concerning his religion ; we have no teft adis
to bribe the dithoneft to become hypeocrites,
and todisfranchife the upright ; thefe are left
to that ¢ ftupendous fabric  of human inven-
ston,” the Britith conflitntion ; we have no |
racksand inquifitions, "thofe pungzat weapons - |
of orthodoxy, to torture mankind into reki-
gion ; thefe are at the difpofal. of his moft-

chriftian majefly,. the King of Spain. Atheifts

and Theifts, Mamometans: and  Chriftians,
Proteftants and Catholics, are caually the ob-

i _}C&S 0£ Pub]ic ‘MP‘. - l‘f 4 mhan is 'Cﬁmpﬂem _.

|

|

to the difcharge of an office, if ius- principles
and actions coincide. with the gemius of the
government, thathe fhouldbeineligibleis iin.

realonable, it is'pernicious to the ppublic wél
fare,. in moft cagﬁ,"% by rendering, ufelets -and

inactive, .preeminent: talénts and unfllaken:im
tegrity. Freedom -df weligion is: dakbowir te
all; othex countnias bar Frameg agntk :Amdrica.

defposic, governments, Teligoussintolédinoe i -

LTempmaLandk fpixntua!pawnrm:‘m sted inall

D e i RO
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of the effence of fuch eftablithments, perfecu-
tion and cruelty are the "appendages of thefe
inflitutions+ it is neceffary to their exiftence,
that there be a mational hierarchy to blind
‘mankind and keep them in ignofance that they
may be the more completely fervile.

Another barriereftablithed by the conftitu-
tion to cou. eract all arbitrary power in the
unlawfully imprifoning a citizen, is the right
to the writ of habeas corpus, #writ of the nioft
extenfive remedial nature, a writ demandable
by every masn, in whatever manner he may be
detained, a writ that reftores to a man his nat-
ural liberty, when confined contrary to the
“laws of his country. The conftitution is {o
alive to the liberty of the citizens, that it per-
mits not even the legiflative authority to fuf-
pend this writ, except invafion or rebellion
fhall threaten the diffolution of government ;
in fuch an awful crifis, Legee flent inter arma,
the civil muft be contrcled by the military
power, has been the maxim among all nations ;
but fuch an order of things is much to be de-
precated in a free government ; inevitable ne-
cefity may jultify the procedure ; treafon,
clothed with the audacity of a €ataline, may
raife its hideous head to fuch a height, asto
require the interpofition of power to prevent
the bands of civil fociety being torn afunder.

~ The next property. which diftinguithes the

American conftitution from all' modern or an-

cignt inRitutions of a political nature, is - that
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its own internal energies aflord a remedy - for
its defedts. ‘Imperfection is ftamped on every
thingof earthly origin. The pyramids of Egypt
could not withftand the ravages of time, the
grandeur of Balbec and Palmyra, the feats of
ancient magnificence, is now_ i ruins, the arts
and {ciences have. bezn buried for centuries,
the Greek and Roman. empires dlfa.ppeared at
the irruption of the northern barbarians. Our
pt edeceflors forefaw that the circumftances of
this country would aiter, that the manners™
and habits of the ‘eoplc ‘would chancc, that
mankind would be fubjeét to great inconven-
iences under an unalterable conﬁituuon, that
the gradual improvements among men wounld
call ‘imperioufly, for mogdifications, that it
- would be folly toattempt to coatrol the weight
of public opinion far any future time, that the
peoole would exercife the irrefiftible right. to
innovate on theeftablithed {yftem; when-they
fhould difcover defedts; they therefore pro-
vided the moft eafy and expeditious method
to the accomplifhment of this end ; they have
left it to the fountain of: ponncﬂ povs er ; the
people throughethe medium of their reprefent-
atives, havethe exclafive right.to amend and
alter the charter of their freedom. In the ex-
~ ercife of this function is mapifefted that power

) which every nation ought to.referve to itfelf,
Fortunate ufurpers, who have “wrefted “tliis
right from. the community at large, have al-

ways attached a_facrednefs to.1be eftablifhes!
C
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government, which 1,0-human. workmanthip
deferves ; reformation thercfore, in fuch coun-
tries are a]ways effeéted by means of infurrec-
tion, rebellion, revolution and civil wars—
Prudence to be fure, diftates, thatinftitutions
‘venerable for the wifdom contaived in them,
fhould not be changed for trivial inconvenien-
tes ; but by the lapfe of time they may become
opprefiive and require the interpofition of the
people. Let it no: be faid, that Democratic
hicentioufnefs will, in the exercife of this, power,
lead to a departure from our republican form
of government ; that the people, frequentiy,
adopt meafures hofile to their own istereft 5
that they willimbibe ideas repugnant to the
{pirit of our conftitution; that laws made by

them will not be fufliciently energetic ; that

anarchy and revolution have been mvarxab]y
conneged with popular power. The good
fenfe of an enlightened people is a fufficient
fecurity againft thefe misfortunes. Experi-
ence of times paft refutes the vile calumny,
that the ** people are their own worft enemies,”

and evinces-a difpofition in them to preferve

their own rights in as much purity as ~ay o
man, or fei of men have been willing to co 1t for

- The hberfy of ipcech and the freedom of the

Y
v

grefs are, by the conftitution, fecured, and -

ut above the control, or influence of the
ongrefs. Deftroy thefe fecurities and your
other rights are gone forever ; take this feature
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from your Conftitution and you tear from it
its faireft leaf ; impair them in the leaft, and
you fap the foundaiion of the beft conttitution
on-earth ; evil will be added to evil; corrop-.
tion, unreftrained by the falutary correftion
of the prefs, will find its way-into the pablic
councils ; power will aflume a more overbear- .
ing afpe@ ; the fuffrages o the citizens will
' be, ﬁ:arccly, competent tu check the afpiring
. ambition of public agents.
‘ Having taken a curfory view of the palitical
| liberties, or thofe which are derived from
1 the conftitutional cod:, we ougbt, in the'next
' place to examine our il iberties, or thofe
which arife from I-giflation : for what benefit
g 520 arife to' the "people, iflaws are emaéted
" fubverfive of that code, ifa marked hoftility-
exifts in the ’aw-making power ‘o the princi-
ples there explicitly fixed and eftablithed ¢
Few circumdtances are more eflential to.the
duration of civil liberty, than that the gov-
| ernment fhould, at proper times, exercife all
| the conftitutional powers vefte “in them ; and
it is abjuiitely ne&affar to i+ ..v;mcﬁcc, that*
the lzmd-"ﬂrks of the vonidtution ihould be
abrogated under no pretence whatever. ' The
hiftory of this country exhibits two conflicting
parties ; parties which have ever differed in the
meafures to'bs taken to accoinplith- the. fame
end ; this divilion exifted anterior to the rev-
olution, and has been, with modifications,

{ .
{tandcd down to the prefent time. One por-
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tion Of the American mind has ever been di-
reCted towards monarchy, as the beft and moft
energetic, as the mol: effeftual government
to fecure the general happinefs ; while another
has confidered, that a qualified democracy 1s
the beft: adapted to compafs the fame objett.
One party have ever firuggle:d to eftablith a
{fyftem of diftin&ion, to introduce a national

- religion, to blend temporal and f{piritual au-

thority, to throw unlimited power into the
hands of the government : another have, as
indefatigably, perfevered in the ancient and
conftitutional fyftem of equality and religious
toleration ; they have advocated a total fepar-
ation of thefpurlous conjunction of Church and
State ; they have difcarded the principle, that
- there fhould be an:irrefponfible junto created

for the fole purpofe of dommecrmg over the
pcovle. .

This freedom of opinion is what is guaran-
teed to every man, and we have no right to
impute improper motives to any perfon, pro-
vided he follows the honeit diftates of his own
confcience. * The firft manifeftation of thefe
extreme fundamental principles of government
was under the name of Whigand Tory, names
of celebrity in this couniry, and whofe fenti-
ments are thoroughly underftood. However,
by the treaty of Paris, the Tories were in a
meafure fruftrated ; thev were obliged to aban.
don the idea of eftablifk ing a ‘()rexgn defpotifm
in America. Notwuadanchng thefe impedi-
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ments, they determined to deftroy the liberties
of this country, if poffible ; they received a con-
fiderable acceffion by emigration from Europe,
and occafional apoftates from the principles of
democracy ; the fpirit which had aduated them
in.the revolution had been for a while dormant;
but it burft forth with redoubled fury at the
adoption of the prefent conftitution ; they then
exhibited that ardor for their favorite {fyftem
which has ever chara&erifed the friends of
arbitrary power; they openly avewed their
hoftility to a republican government ; ' they
contended that mankind were not capable of
governing themfelves, that a conftitution muft
be tormed partaking ftrongly of the properties
of the Britifh, that the tenure of office thould
place the prefident and fenate beyond all refpon-
fibility. Cur friends of energetic government
wcre, however, again defeated ; the good fenfe
of the people once more triumphed, and they
have no reafon to repent their determination.
As a diftinguifhed perfonage, of whom we
read in ancient ftory, metamorphofed himielf,
that he might the better circumvent our firft

- parents—fo the monarchical and ariftocratical
~eonfederacy, after the adoption of the conili-

tution, thought it would be for the advance-
ment of their {chemes to change their outfide
appearance; they accordingly aifumed the name
of friends of order 2nd good government.”
As Satan, by the comelinefs of his perfon, by
the urbanity of his manners and his mellifluous
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c}oquencc, deceived the mother of thé human
race—i{» the friends of order and good goverst
ment had the addrefs to ingratiate themfeives
with the people.; they obtained the reins of
government. Then commenced that gigantic
{: ftem of patronage, which, at afuture period,
was to confer a diadem on fome unprincipled

and ambitious Cxfar ; a fyflem as odious to the.
American psople as it was dang vous to repub-

hcan infitutions.

An hoft of beardlefs boys muft be calle&ed
nnder pretence of rcp:lb.zzg French mvaﬁon,
but fér the real: purpofe of wearing black:
cockades and dancing to. the tune of ¢ Rule
New-Ergland 5 ap army of officers muflt be
created to fk in “The rays. of : rcﬁdentnl fa~
vor ; a_navy muft be bnﬂt as 2. panacea for
French depre:iations on commerce ; internal
taxation and land taxes-mnft be reforted to 1a
order to {apport the dignity of the nation ; by
an Alien Law, 'a .power more arbitrary than
was ever cliimed by 2 Britith king ini the height
of prerogauve muft be given to;m American

TP T g Y ge il Taeraees .

prefidént’s” and o complete the dimax of op-

preflion, the mouths cf five. millions inhabit-

ants muft' be clofed in filence, kﬁ the agoniz-

ing groans of an expiring corftitution, fhould’
refulcitate the latent erergies of an cxafpcratcd |

Feopie, -

But, fellow citizens, the relgn of pohtlcal
deiufion 1is palt ; the American pcople have
fetticd upon their owa ciaradter ; the meal-

".r
L
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tires fubverfive of your liberties have been
eondemoed by the audible voice of the public
will ; principle is fubftituted for terror ; mo-
rahty and religion are no longer propagated at
the point of the bayonet ; ftanding armies and
powerful navies no lonfg t out your fub-
ftance ; the profperity of ptace is no longer
to be obtained by war ; the cockade is no
longe- the role d’cquipage, the univerfal pail-
port for admiflion into fathionable and private
~ circles ; union is no longer taught by difcord ;
the conftitution is adminiftered on its own
‘prmqucs. Itfis a=Tong time fince you have
feen the bread ﬁwulder:, of poverty fink under
the weight cf oppreffivé taxation ; itis along
nmeﬁnce you have {een the mifficharies of
—execufive vcnfcahcc COnvert the feat of Jui’ace |
into a pplitical inqulfition ; it 15 a Iong time
fince you have feen one of your citizens drag-
ged from one end of the flate to .another and
there carried before an American Jeffries ; it
is fome time fince you have heard the groan
of fuch an one echo from the noifome walls o¥
a dungéon 3 it is a long time fince the-barbar-
ity of the dark ages has been enforced againft
a citizen whofe only crime was that-of publifh.
, ing the truth.

Thefe are lafting monuments of the danger
of delegating power to the fwoffi" enemies of
democracy ; they are folemn mementos to the
péaple, that they ought to confide in the friends
of the conftitution ; that they ought tQ invef-

.




§ls

tigate the condu&of: thefe who are placed us
guardians over- the Rbgrties ofgtheir country ;
they call on the pr:Oplg to be coPl, to be delib-
erate, to perfevere in the fupport of the rights
of man, and the*acclamatlons which rend the
2ir on thla patx a'mlvcr{'ary wiil ln-ngeard
Mgbstlopax; thallteafle to bum and
the cloud top’d Cb::éomzo 15 funk i th° ocganr '

" PERROR OF THE PRESS.

In the great haltz with which the foregoing; work, wj
exccuted, it i3 regretted that an acenliat of maﬁgx!m

occurred. 55 t‘n. gth page, between th"""l ith and 1%
lines, the } Uowing fhould have been infertfa .
‘ neegls bjkbe feen to be 1band6 ¢d; 3\711%






