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Ax ORATION,

I3

IF other nations mark with feftive honors the natal
day of an imaginary faint, or a rcaltyrant ; if Eng.
hﬂamcn celebrate the birth day of 2 monarch remark-
able only for the want of thofe qualiiies, which coms
inand the admiraiion of mankind ; if Frenchmen
devote ta hilarity and j Joy the day, that gave birthtp
a revolution, which, after having rolled for years the
garments of their nation and of the nations around
ii in blood, has at length plunged them into a gulfof
{laveryand mxfery,bonomlefsln comparifon tothe one
from which they emerged; withpeculiarpropriety may
the free-born fonsof Columbia celebrate the anniverfa-
ry of their independence ; an event, which has given
them notonly arank,but refpeftability,amang thie na-
tions of theearth; whichhasnotonly been produftive
of a national profpemy, vaparalleled in the anpals
of time, but has bounded their glory with the ftars,
This is a day dear to our countrymen; a day, they
will ever delight to honor; or at leaft, till the virtues,
which now cherifh their hhcrtws, ﬁwall be loft in the
vices, which breed oppreffion ; till the noble fpirit
of enlightened freemen fhall be funk in the abjett
meannels of illiterate flaves ; till 1o the vencration
of our WAsHINGTON'S memory thall fucceed the
adalation of a Casar or CromweLL !
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Let us thcn, fellow citizens, oin heart and hand
in celebrating the ever memorab%e 4th of July; and,
while calling’ to mind ap, this day the great events
connefted with it, may the TRUE seiriT of 76 be in
the midfi of us

The love of liberty has always been the ruling
pallion of our nation. It was mixed at firft with
‘~ the purple tide * of the founders lives, and, circu.-
lating with that tide through all their veins, has de-
icen&ed down throughevery generation of their pol-
terity, marking every feature of our country’s glori.
qus ftory. May it continue thus to circulate and

delcend to the remoteft penod of time.

Opprelled and perfecuted in their native country,
the high indignant {pirit of our fathers formed the
bold defign of.eavmg a land, where minds, as well
as b!)dles. were chained, for regions, where freedom
might be found to dwdl, though her dwelhng fhould
nrove to be amid wilds and wolves, or favages lefs
hofpitable than wilds and wolves ! An ocean three
thoufand miles wide, with its winds and its waves
rolled in vain between them and liberty., They per-
formed the grand enterprize, and landed on this then
uncultivated fhore. Here on their firft arrival they

found
The widernefs ¢ all before them, where to choofe
Their plice of £, and provideace their guide.” *

Their courage and indultry foon f{urmounted ali
the difliculiies incident to a new fetilement. The
{avaces retired ; the forelts were exchanged for field:
waving with richelt harvelts, and the dreary haunts
of wild bealtsfor the chicerfulabodesof civilized man.
1 sereafing in wealih and population with a rapidity,

vnicn excuied the altonifiment of the old world, ourt

nation Hourithed about a century and a halfy wher:

“Maseas Paoi{io Lol B 2,0t end
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events, further ifluftrative of the attachuwent of, oor
countrymen to liberty, were about to take place,

England, prefled down with the enormous weight of
accumulating debts, and ceafidering the inhabitants
of thefe ftates as flaves, who owed their exiftence and
preisrvation to her care and prote€lion; now, beycm
to form. the.unjuft, t/ranmcal and impolitic-plai of
taxing this country withont its confent. In 1765,
the famous flamp a& was accordingly paffed. This
was received by our citizensyas fimilar invafions of
rights are always received by men, who, feeling their
claim to freedom, are determined to be free, with
unyxeldmg oppofition ; and wasin the year foilowing
repealed. The right of taxation, however, not be-
ing relinquithed, but the fame principle unéer a dif-
ferent thape being purfued, the awrur Genius oF
FREEDOM arofe, not with the ungovernable }erocuy
of the tyger to tear and devour, but with ihe cool,
determined, perfevering courage of the lion, who,
di(daining to be a flave, refifts the chain ; and led
on by the confummrate warrior Wasnine TJN, with
the other immortal patriots of ihat glorious period, and
aided by that kind providence, whofe plans are al-
ways marching amid the tuimalts and confufions of a
jarring world to great and unpo‘tcmt ends, not only,

in 1776, afferted the claim of the United States t
independence, but rapidly advancing in the lollowing
years by viftory on viftory to ihe accomplithment of
1ts objel, and infh&ling on its foes weunds, which
bleed to this day, gaincd, in 1 782, from the haughiy
aggreflorsat once the acmmwicdue ent oﬁndf‘pu1d-
ence and the offer of peace, As libertv was the ob-
je&t of conteft, that being fecured, the offer of peace
was joyfully arccpted ; and peace was refltored xo.
free, united, independent Cs Z'm.u.z !

But the arduous labors of 1hc fons ot liverty found
not here an end. 'I'he ey had rorn the bran ch from
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the patent trunk,~~but to make it flourifh, indeperd.
ent of that trdnk, and telying only -on its own
firength for the colle@tion of fap and nurture, was
ftill a talk of much difficulty.

The confederdiion, then exifting between the
ftates, formed in times of tumultand diforder, and
deeply tainted with the times, in which it was fofm.
ed, was incomglete, void in agreat mealure of fyftem,
and without cnergy. Its attraftive powers not being
fufficient to keep the feveral ftates, impeiled differ-
ent ways by jarring interefls, in the orbits, where
general harmony would require them to move, they
were continually deviating from their true paths—
continually imipinging upon one another. Thuscon-
fufion feemed to bave univerfally feized the affairs
of out naticn ; and our country, &ill opprefled wit;
the burthenfome effz€ts of a war, which had to agrea:
degfee exhaufted its infant firength, without funds
without credit, exhibited fcenes of irregularity and
diforder, which the honeft patriot will ever pray may
never be repeated.

In this perplexed ftate of our public affairs the
fages of our country convened ; and, with Wasu.
iNgToN at their head, formed and recommended to
the people of the United States, our prefent excel-
lent conftitution, which was foon afier deliberately
adopted by the feveral ftates of the union. Thig
conftitution, marking out the path of duty to all the
fates, fixing the boundary between the rights retain-
ed and the rights furrendered by the people, and
containing in itlelf a jult balance of all its powers,
bas difplayed in operation a general harmony, not
unaptly compared to the harmoay, which philofophy
has difzovered to exift among the fpheres. Though
Europzy with which we have been extenfively con-
nefted in commerce, has been fhaken to its centre
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with eruptions more horrid, alhan thofe -of E'na, or
Vefavius ; though war has deluged its territories
with {eas of blood; and peace has not found where
ta place the fole of her foot, not even on the top of
the Alps, without dipping it in gore; though the
clouds, with afpeét black and threatening, have twice
gathered in ourborizon, and the lightning bas fiream.
ed, the thander has roared, and the hail has pattered
amldﬁ our commerce on our own fhores; {lill our
nation, placing the admiaiitration of its we!l formed
government undeyr the unfhakenintegrity and tranf.
cendent talents of he illuftrious WASHINGTON
and ADAMS, has not only been preferved trom the
ravages and diftrefles of war, but has in the fpace of
twelve years experienceda greaterincreafe of wealih,
frengtk, and all other national bleflings, than oxher
countries have done in as many centuries.

Immorta\ wreaths are due 2 the heroes, who
fought our revolutionary baules. May the fun of
glory ever blaze in unclouded day upon their tombs;
while laurels, green as our ficlds, luxuriant as the
growth of our vales,and umbrageous as the oaks of
aur mountains, {pring around to deck the fpot,where
their honored hones may reft ; yet, great asis the
defert of our warriors, wreaths, as green, and as large,
and as rich, are due to tha authors of our excellent
frame of government. If thofe feparated us from a
foreign government, thefe have taught us 10 govern
ourfelves. It thofe freed us from tyranny abroad,
thefe have fecured us from tyranny at home. Ifour
nation, in following our warriors, proved itfe’f brave
in the glorious caufe of fieedom ; in adopting the
conflitution, framed by our fages, it bas proved ielf
wife, virtuous,and worthy to be free. If our Wasn-
INGTON, at the head of our warriors, laid the broad
and folid foundation of his iinmorial fane, aad raif-
ed the fuperfiru€ture high as hamanity is wont to
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rife ; atthe head of thole fatelmen and lages; who
framed our conftitution, he bas added another loft
to the ftupendous fabric, has finithed the fuperftruc.
ture ; and his charafler, thus completed, now tands
the I!ofne{’i and nobleft piygarmd of human greatnefs:
the world has ever feen. L o

The futu'rc deftinies of our country are heyond-
thie reach of human calculation, What thz 1.ew ad-
miniftration may prove to be is to us unknown, But

our wifhes and our prayers are, that, fhaped by the
principles of thofe, which have gone before ity wife,
prident, energetic, and uniting all hearts in.its {up.
port, it may fhower rich and important bleffings on
our nation ; that i* may entitle our chief wmagiftrate
10 a rank with his predeceflors among the moﬂ illaf-
trious benefaltors of Columbia ; and that it may
ftamp the name of Fefferfon on the hearts of his
countrymen in chara&ers, not to be obliterated by
the rough hand of time. ‘ |

Since we are heirs of fo rich an inheritance, earn-
od with the blood and toils of our anceftors ; and
fince ¢ the agonizing fpafms of infuriated man, feck-
“ing through blood and flaughter his—liberty,”* are
here no more ; it now becomes vs with the coolnefs
and honefty of reafoning men to enter on the enqui-
1y, how we may preferve the bleffings, which have
defcended to us, and tran{mit thcm down, unimnair.
ed, 10 our pofterity.

It will, in the firlt place, be highly effential to the
prefervation of our liberties, that the affe€ions of
our citizens centre, not in a foreign, butin their own
country ; that they feel an honeft pride in being A
mericans, and chertfh no particalar attachment 1o a-
ny other country ; that they eonfider the United

¥ Niv. i fferyon s inaagura! fpeecii
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States.as embracing al that is dearto them, 25 claime
tog all their Guties, and as the land, in whole prof
greity, they are-to {hare, in. whele ruins they are to
be.busied. It:is difficuls to fay what evils @2y hape
pen to.qur country from a want of patrio:ifm in indie
viduale. Should tbe lamentable day ever arrive,
when & large poriion of our chizens, blindly attach.
ed to a foreign intercht, and forgetting the affcflion
due to the land of their fathers, fhall not enly dif-
traft our public counsils, but even encourage and
affift the ambitious defigns of infidicus foes; till thole
foes, rengthened by our weaknelsy and emboldened
by.our divifions, fhail 1avade with powerful and fuce
celstul forces our devoted cou ntry ; who can calcus
late the depth of the wretcheduefs, into which .we
might be plunged ? Who can fay of the proud waves
of calamity, that would be rufhing upon us, Juther
would they come, and vo farther P .

It is perhaps problematical, whether it will be con.
Iitent with the iafety of our liberties to adn:it for.
cigness of any delcription 1o a thare in the manage.
ment of our public concerns.  But it will certaznly
be inconfiftent with our honor, Would it not, fel-
low citizens, be difgraceful io onr nation to hear in
our legiflatures, amid the debates of our rulers, or
at the heads of depariments, the barbarous idioms of
all the languages of Babel mixed with our native
tongue ? ldioms as unintelligible to us, as the chat-
tering of the magpiz, or the black bird ? Your na-
tional pride will belt anfwer this queftion,

Born heirs of the important privilege of choofing
our own rulers ;—a privilege fruitful in blefliogs, if
rightly uled, but which by abufe may be forfeited
and loft ; 1f we wilh our liberies to be immortal, we
mult exercife this right with great care and circums-
{peétian,  To have ajull claim o our {uffrages, it is
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rot enough, that the pohtwal opinions of the candi.
date be of the fame complexion ‘with our own ; it
is not enough, that ke bhas courted our favor by
promifing better thmgs, than our rulérshave in timé
paft done ; it is not enongh, that he has fcoured our
country to proclaim his'own merits, or encompalled
fea and land to make profelytes to his opinions.
No—it is the man of unflained charafler, whofe well
carned reputation is a fure pledge of future honefty ;

it is the man of talents, who is capable of thmkmg
and judging rightly on public affairs ; it is the man
of information, whofe enlarged views command the
whole profpe&t of our country’s fituation ; it'is the
man of firsnefs, not to be warped by every popular
breeze ; in a ward, it is the friend of chriftianity, to
whorm our youth may with fafety lcok up for an ex-
ample of all that {s amiable, great, and noble.1n con-
dut ; it is the man of this'defcription;: who'may
with jullice claim our fupport, Calling fuch wen,
in aH our eleétions, into public life, we fhail notobly
eunfure to curfelves good and wholefome laws, but des
rive an important advantage fromthe influence their
example would be likely to have, in giving a fairer
complexion and more comely fhape te the manaers
of the age, »

It will likewife be highly eflential to the: fccunty
of our liberties, as well as 1o the prefe rvation o} the
health and vigor of our governmem, that we repofe,
at all times,a generous confidence in the integrity of
our rulers. Not that blind conﬁdcnce, which might
induce our nation to flumber in quiet, tll it awoke
in chains ; but that manly confidence, which men,
eletted by urlelves from the great mafs of citizens,
and returning- at fhort intervals again to mix with
that mafs, may with juftice expeét and claim fromnus,
If we give way to unrealonable jealouly, there wili
not be wanung ambitious {pirits, who, envying ta
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others honors, not due to their own virtug+; and pin.
ing for places above theiri talents, will' be r -ady to
feed ¢ the green-cyed monfter.” Thele wakeful des
mons, who' exuliing .ride in all popular florms, con.
tinually hover round ¢ the tempe&uous fea of liber.
ty.” By their noife .fhall ye ktow them. Their
whole. employ is to raife pelitical hurricanes, that,
driving the veflel of ftaie onwocks and fhels es,they
may plunder the wreck. - Eetus beware, fellow citi-
gens ; from ourjealoufies, thefe foes ot order may
brew florms, that wil] fweep away our libcrties |

. If the condufl of wur rulers fhall at any iime be
in our opinion wrong, it will become.us atways to
cenfure with extreme modelty 3 in a pasticular man.
ner thofe of -us, whofe political knowledge is bound.
ed with the pages of ‘a newfpaper. .Our ¢ pofitions
“ will not command a protpeét of the whole ground,”
conlequently - our rulers, though in appearance
wrong, way in reality be right. But fhould the
mealures of . government be at any time felt, not fan.
gied, to be weak, or impolitic, or oppreflive, we ought
not, even in this cale, to appeal by unqualified abufe
of public.charaflers to the worft paffions of our na-
ture for a reform ; for {uch.a conduét would render
us deferving'of a bad government ; but addrefling
ourfelves to the good fenfe ot the people, to reft af-
fure'. thawy 1f our nation be worthy to be well gov-
erned, our citizens will foon, by new elc8ions, call
men to the head of our affairs, who will poflefs tal-
ents to invent, and difpofitions 1o purfue, meafures,
more becoming the rulers of a wife.and virteous
nation. - o |

But the beft and fureft prefervarive of our free-
dow will he, to have aihong all ¢lafl s of pecpie
pure and fimple manners, correét difpofiiions, and

¥ Mr. Jofferfon's inauguial fpeech,
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enlightened underftandings, - Liberty, feHow ¢t
zens, is a goddels of high'and liberal notious-3. deli.
cate to a high degree in her choice.of abode..- Dilt
daining to dwell with .the' ignorant and the vicious
fhe courts a refidence with the wile, the hrave, the
virtuous nations of the earth.  The virtues dnd wils
dom of our anceftors have induced her ta make our
bappy land, from its firR fertlement, ber abode. Let
us not, by deferting the pious paths of our anceftors;
induce th~ ecleftial guelt to.defert our fhoyes. let
us exert onrlelves to train our youth to hahits of ors
der and induftry; to the exercifc of benevolence
and jultice; to the love of -fimplicity, of virtue,qnd
of their country, and above ail, to a veneration. of
religion. . Let.us endcavor, that in our literary fem-
inaries everp valley-of humble: virtue and. geillus may
be exalted ; that every mountain of pride and arrogance

w.ap ~be made low ; that the crocked in difpohtion may
be made_firaight, and the rough places in manpers plain.
dhus educated, our youth camnot fail to make vir-
tuous citizens, and our citizens bcmg vmuaus, our
niation muﬁ flourith, - | »

. But we live in an age big with revelutions and mo-
mentous .changes, both in the moral and political
world, . Opinions, deftru&ive of all virtue, and con-
fequendy . of all rational liberty, begin ta prevail,
When, or where, or how, the pre{ent daring {piitof
innovaiian, which is abread in the earth, is to termi.
pate, 1s not within the reach of man’s calculation.
IFrom the never refting ocean of European affairs has
ef late arifen a monfler, not of feven heads and ten horns,
but of feven thouland heads and ten thoufand horns
-—each of which bheads is continually employed in
plotting the deftruction of .ali, that fupports, or ce-
ments focieiy ; and each horp in battering down all
the walls of virtue, of civilizaiion, of religion, laws,
and government, which the if{dom of ages has erec.
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ted” for the reftraint of the turbulent and ferocious
pafions of man. Iis progrelsis more defiruttive,
than blafls and mildews. Wherever its jootfteps are
{een, no falutary plant {prings, no flower of virtue
expands ; fcciety is reduced to a defert; where no-
thing will flourifh, but the thorn and the bramble,
the worm-wood and the nightfhade. 1 refer to the
new philofophy ; that philofophy, which teaches its
difciples. to difbelieve all religion ; and fhkews them
how to be blind to all moral ditin&ions, how to fee
no difference between right and wrong, between
virtue and vice ; that philofophy, which teaches us
to root out all the private affe€lions from the heast,
to make room for the exercife of univerfal benevo-
lence ; to be tenderly affetionate towards alt man-
kind, who are out of our reach, and to plunder and
butcher all within ; that philofophy, which exhorts
our women to becotne men, to quit the government
of a family for the government of a nation, to leave
the diftaff' for the piough, and to exchange the fan
for a firelock ! that philofophy; which teaches its
votarieshow to feel the tyranny and oppreflion of the
marriage inflitution ;~~in a word, that philofophy,
which feparates time from eternity, believes death
to be an eternal fleep; and denies the exifteénce of a
GOD !—which fees not the hand, that annually
{preads and adorns the grand carpet of nature ; that
pours life, and beauty, and happibels through the u-
niver(e ; and that formed, arranged, and now {uf-
tains thofe glorious orbs, which roli in filent majefty
above us ! Americans, there are even In our
bappy country f{ymptoms of this philofophy ! But
will you barter the religious creed of your fathers
for opinions like thefe ? Are the pure and fimple
manners, for which our country has been fo juitly
renowned, to be exchanged for the licentious exceflcs
of a Godwin, or a Wolflonecraft ? Will you fell
your bibles to purchafe the blafpliemous publications
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of Thomas Paine ? quit the worthip of your GOD
for the worfhip of reafon ? or abolifh your fabbarh
of religious reft 1o introddce decades of revelty and
debauchery ? Better things are certainly to be ex:
petted fromn our countrymen. The good fenfe of
our natinn will preferve it.  The wife and the good,
the real patriot and the fage, will; with united zeal
and energy, refilt the march of feniiments, fo des
ftruftive of all focial enjoymenty of all real happi-
nels; and may their combined exertions long pre-
ferve our nation from opinions and praftices, which
muft foon involve us in evils more homd than pef.
tilence and famine !

There are bounds to the exiflterice of nations, as
well as of individuals ; and there is a righteoufnefs,
which prelerves, as well as vices, which deftroy them,
May the virtues and wifdom of our citizens, under
the blefliag of him, who is the fountzin of all bleff-
ings, continue to protralt the exiftence of Columbia,
united and free, from generation to generation, from
century to century, to the diftant funfet of time ;
and may the laft pulfe of every American heart, in
each revolving ag e, throb for the glory and pro[gcr-
ity of this federate republic,

oINS






