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Waue~N dangers press, and fears prevail,
Support the fend, and drop the tail:
Arouse, and real hope will glimmer,

In spite of cv’ry gallic trimmer,

Vho slinks from truth, an awful distance,
And slily preach®s non-resistunce :
Awake, and stem the dreadful torrent,

{ With pattictic zeal) abhorrent;

Taght the old WasningTonian lamp,
And purge our Ackun from the camp.
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NOTE.

CoxstDERING the very short time allotted the VWrite-
of this, for preparation, nothiag would have induced him
to furnish a copy for the press, éven at this late period,
but the repeated solicitation of a few friends in his vi.
cinity; he being persnaded that minor productions of the
kind are already too numerous.



ADdress,

Mrey, BrRETHREN, FATHERS, AND
Frrrow COoUNTRYMEN)

TO commemorate the brilliant actions and
achievements of patriots and heroes, and, at ftated
times, to recognize the great and important events
which, under Providence, have taken place on the
broad theatre of the world, has, from time imme-
morial, been a laudable pra&tice among the children
of men ; indeed, it was the mandate of God him-
felf, to a diftinguifhed leader of ancient Ifrael, at
the miraculous ford of the river Jordan, to eret a
lafting monument of ffone ; that when their chil-
dren fhould afk their fathers, in time to come, the
intent and mecaning of the fame, the grateful hearts
of pofterity might be animated and refrethed by
the marvellous goodnefs of Jehovah manifefted to
their renowned progenitors.

And why fhould not the Amcrican Ifrael re-
hearfe to their liftening and admiring offspring,the
fignal favor of Heaven,in conduéting tbem through
a Jordan of danger and diftrefs, and a fea of blood,
toa land of peace, plenty, and Independence ?
Duty, gratitude, as well as good national policy,
feem to confpire in favor of the meafure.

A period of thirty-fix years has rolled away,
fince the morning ftars of our country, allembled
upon the mountain rock of Liberty, whofe top
was enveloped with clouds of threatening ven-
geance ; and there, like angels trumpet-tongued,
Jang together the joyous fong of Independence !
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This glorious event was {ucceeded by a feven
years arduous, bloody, and perilous conteft, before
the ark refted in the calm haven of Peace. But,
from the local, difcordant interefts and feelings of
the different feGtions of the country, and the native
fluggithnefs of the confederation, it was palpably
evident that a general compaét, or federal Conftitu-
tion,was indifpen{ably neceflary,in order to cement
and energize the great whole ; and thence from the
colle&ted wifdom and talents of our chofen patriots,
fprang our excellent Conftitution—our pride and
boait, the wonder of the world, that fpecimen of
confummate fkill and refearch, which went into
operation in fpite of the daring and inveterate op-
pofition of foreign and domeftic enemies, who
then, and ever {ince, have been ftriving to tarnifh
and deftroy it !

On the outfet of our general government, the
finger of Heaven, as well as every true finger in
America, fcemed to point toward Wafhington, as
ncedles to the pole, purporting that fe mult try
the grand expcriment, in the untried ficld of ad-
venturous perplexity ! Thus he, with a modeft
dignity peculiar to himfelf, affumed the mighty
tafk ; and his fupereminent talents, his weight of
charatter, and the intrepid neutral {ftand which he
took with the jcalous nations of furope, will ever
ftand on hiftory (in thc two-fold term of his wilc
and impartial adminiftration) as producing the
golden days, the Auguftan age of Columbia, and
furnithing an unexampled @ra of our national
profperity. OQur country then fmiled and rejoic-
ed with gladnefs; cur commerce flew upon the
wings of every wind ; our revenue rofe majeftic
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as a young giant from his {lumbers ; our pondet-
ous ftrong-box groaned !...but not (as now) for the
lack of moncy ; the fturdy hufbandman, and the
cheerly mariner thook the mutual hand of joyous
affe@ion ; and the world fought our valued friend-
fhip ; and, can 1t be faid that this was not, in a good
mecafure, the cafe in the reign next following the
Wathingtonian? Let truth, experimental truth,
anfwer and decide.

But here, alas! we muft paufe! and change
our harp to the mournful key, and chant a melan-
choly dirge ! TFor, whart friend to the real peace
and profperity of our degraded country can refrain
from crying, in the language of Infpiration....* I
am pained at my very heart ; my heart maketh a
noife in me; I cannot hold my peace, becaufe
thou haft heard, O my foul, the found of the trum-
pet, the alarm of war ! Deftru&tion upon deftruc-
tion is cried ; for the whole land is {poiled ; {ud-
denly are my teants fpoiled, and my curtains in a
moment ! for my people is fooli(h, they have not
known me ; they are fottith children, they have
none underftanding ; they arc wife to do evil, but
to do good they have no knowledge.”

And will not gencrations yet unborn, when
they fhall turn over the hiftoric pages of our coun-
try, and contemplate thc pafling cvents of the
prefent times, refort to the like doleful {trains of
the plaintive Jeremiah, and fay--- How doth the
city {it folitary that was full of pcople ! how is fthe
become as a widow ! fhe that was great among
the nations, and princels among the provinces,
how is fhe become tributary ! fhe weepeth {ore in
the night, and her tears ave on her cheeks 3 among;
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all her lovers fhe hath none to comfort her ; all
her friends have dealt treacheroufly with her, they
are become her enemies! Judge yeall ye people.™
In times of national calamity, it becomes a peo-
ple ferioufly to inquire and fearch out the procur-
ing caufes of their peculiar diftreffes : if national
fins produce the evils complained of, there is no
remedy but {peedy repentance and reformation ;
but if they arife proximately from the crooked and
partial, the unjuft and deftru@ive policy of the
men in power, what's the remedy? Firft, nega-
tively, not by determined oppoﬁt:on, or open re-
bellion againft the ¢ pawer: that be ;” for that is
like the fin of witchcraft! But fuffer me to fay
o i:ively, that the only fafe and eftectual cure refts
in the redeeming majefty of the people, by dif-
placing the awkward oftenders, and placing men
of another and a better caft in their {tead : this may
be done without convulfion, and in fri& confor-
mity with conftitutional rights and juftice.
Whenever Providence {ends wicked kings and
rulers to govern kingdoms ard ftatcs, itis done in
wrath, and they nchly deferve the punithment.
But, forfooth there feems to be current among us,
at this junéture, a jefuitical do&rine of paflfive obe-
dience and non-refiftance (as in the days of Charles
IL.) whereby the fovereign people of this nation
are forbidden to inveftigate the conduct of their
rulers, and direfted to {fubmit tamely to every
meafure impofed, for confcience fake! But fuch
a fentiment, unqualified, while there is a trace of
genuine freedom left, will be fcouted, by every
feeling heart and JUdlClOUS head in New Eng]and
as political herefy, bordering on blafphemy ! -~
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¢« And that heart 1s a bafc one, and fit only for a
{lave’s bofom, that would not bleed freely, rather
than fubmit to it.”

An over jealous, unreafonable difpofition in a
people, to carp and find fault with their rulers, is
never advocated or juftified by any rational man ;
but, in a government like ours, where ali power
originates iz, and emanates from the people ; and
is transferred, or delegated to their fervants only
for {afe keeping ; that fteward, who refufes to ren-
der a ftri€t and true account of his ftewardfhip,
ought to be fufpetted of evil defigns upon his maf-
ter ; and if that iervant evades the light by clofing
his doors, or eludes inveftigation by a contempt-
uous difregard of petition or remonftrance, and
wantonly poftpones the confideration of grievance
to a far diftant day, muft that {overeign mafter,
ti.e people, lay afide their innate majefty, forego
+heir conftitutional rights and powers, and, like
{{Tachar, couch down bencath their burdens ¢ The
term Independence hardly comports with {uch
condition.

The inhabitants of this country, and more efpe-

-1ally, of New England, bave been remarkable for
their firm attachment to the pure principles of civil
hiberty 3 yea, it has feemed to be interwoven withk
the conftituent fibres of their compofition; and
‘hus with watchful eyes, and guardian care, they
have built ramparts around her temple, in order to
fecure her from the inroads and encroachments of
all her unhallowed enemies : and, as an emineng
writer, of our own growth, very juftly obferves,
‘“1f 1t had been in the nature of man that we thould

:njoy liberty, without the agitations of party, the
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United States had a right to expeétit; but it wag
impoffible! 'Where there is no liberty, they may
be exempt from party. It may feem {trange, but
it hardly admits of a doubt, that there are fewer
malecontents in Turkey than in any free State in
in the world. “Where the people have no power,
they enter into no contefts, and are not anxious
to know how they fhall ufe it. 'The fpirit of dif~
content becomes torpid for want of employment,

and fighs itfelf to reft. 'The people fleep found-
ly in their chains, and do not even dream of their

weight. They lofe their turbulence with their
energy, and become as tractable as the bullocks in
the yoke. Yet liberty, with all its party agitations,
is more defirable than flavery, Who would not
prefer the republics of Greece, where liberty once
{ubfifted in its excefs, its delirium, terrible in its
charms, and gliftening to the laft, with the very
fire that confumed it! Should we not therefore
prefer thofe republics to the doring {lavery of mod-
ern Greece ? where the degraded wretches have
fuffered {corn till they deferve it; where they
tread on claffic ground, on the afhes of heroes and
patriots,unconfcious of their anceftry, ignorant of
their nature, and almoft of the name of liberty ¢
They are unworthy of liberty, who entertain a
lefs exalted idea of its excellence. The misfortune
is, that thofe who profefs to be its moft paflionate
admirers, have generally the leaft comprelienfion
of its hazards and impediments, Delulive expec
tation! But Wathington was not thus decluded.
We have his moft folemn warnings againft the
often fatal propenfities of liberty. e had reflectcd
that men are often falfe to their country, and their
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honor, falfe to their duty, and even to their intea
refts ; but maltitudes of men are never long falfe,
or deaf to their paflions. The life of the federal
government, be confidered, wasin the breath of
the people’s noftrils ; and whenever they fhould
become fo infatuated or inflamed, as to abandon
its defence, its end muft be as {fpeedy, and might
be as tragical as a conftitution of France !

“While Wafhington was adminiftering the gove
crnment in fo wife and juft a manner, as to en-
gage a great majority of our enlightened citizens
to co-operate with him for its {upport, and while
e indulged the hope that time and habit were con-
firming their attachment, the French revolution
had reached that point in its progrefs, when its
terrible prin:iples began to agitate all civilized na-
tions !

“Scenes have paffed there, which exceed defcrip-
tion 3 {cenes, the recital of which would caufe
horror to gather about the heart like froft, and al«
moft ftopits pulfe! That revolution has been
conftant in nothing but its viciflitudes and its prom-
ifes ; always delufive, but always renewed, to ef-
tablith philofophy by crimes, and liberty by the
{word. It has ever been, from the firft, hoftile to
all right and juftice, to all peace and order in fo-
ciety ; and therefore its very exiftence has been a
{tate of warfare againft the civilized world ; and
moft of all, agzin{t free and orderly republics : for
fuch are never without faclions, rcady to be the
allies of France, and to aid her in the work of de-
ftrufion!” “ Who then, on due refle@ion, will
be fuiprized that the French and their partizans
conceived the defire, and made the moft powerful

it
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attempts to revolutionize the American govern-
ment ! But it will feem ftrange that their enormi-
ties fhould be excufed, as the effe&t of a ftruggle
for liberty ; and that fo many of our citizens
fhould be flattered, while they were infulted,with
the idea that our example was copied, and our
principles purfued.”

Nothing was ever more falfe,or more fafcinating,
Our liberty depends on our education, our laws
and habits, to which even prejudices yicld ; on
the difperfion of our people upon farms, and on
the almoft equal diftufion of property : it is found-
ed on morals and religion, whofe authority reigns
in the heart, and on the influence which all thefe
produce on public opinion, before that opinion
governs rulers, [fdere, liberty is reftraint ; zbere,
it is violence : bere, itis mild and cheering, like
the morning fun of {ummer, brightening the hills,
and making the vallies green : there, it 1s like the
fun, when his rays dart peftilence upon the burn-
ing fands of Africa !

True American liberty calms and reftrains the
licentious paflions, like an angel of peace, who
{ays to the whirlwinds and troubled feas...**be ftill.”

““ How has French licentioulnefs appcarcd
to the wretched citizens of Switzerland and Ve-
nice ! Do not their haunted imagtnations, even
when they wake, reprefent her as a monfter,with
eyes that flath wild-fire ; hands that hurl thunder-
bolts ; and a voice that fhakes the foundation of
the hills? She ftands---and her ambition meal-
ures the earth ! She fpeaks——and an epidemic fury
feizes the nations™ !
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Paufe, my countrymen, paufe i and confider,
whether you fcel ready and willing to adopt the
manners and cuftoms, and to {ubmit to the con-
trol of that terrible nation, who have not only
abolifhed the Chriftian Sabbath, but have abjured
the great Jehovah ; who acknowledge no God but
nature, and allow of no religion but realon !—
whofe blafphemous code wholly difcards the doc-
trine of future retribution, and daclares ¢ death to
be eternal fleep!” And fhall this young country,
which has hitherto been warmed and nourifhed
by the genial funfhine of the Golpel of peace and
righteoufnefs, fcek the allied friendfhip of a na-
tion whofe grafp is death, and whofe breath is more
ﬂoifonous than deadly peftilence ? Mark the foot-

eps of that dreadful power, upon the ill-fated con-
tinent, where it has ravaged for nearly twenty
years, and hear the murmurs, the groans, and the
maledi&tions of thofc vaffal kingdoms and repub-
lics, which, in mournful {ucceflion, have been
withered and blafted by the dcadly touch of that
deftroying angel! View the map of continental
Europe, and reftrain, if you can, the tcar of pity,
or the burft of indignation! There, behold
France itfelf, the Italian ftatcs, the cantons of
Switzerland, the German empire, Pruihia, Hol.
land, and Sweden, are gnawing their chains, and
like Sampfon, fhorn of his locks, are grinding in
the prifon-houfe, and making {port for the harlots
of France! View Spain, wreathing like a wound-
ed adder, in thetoils of drcadful uncertainty, and
yet biting the hecls of her barbarous invaders !—
And, in the back ground, fee Ruflia, even now,
oppofed with cnormous front to the all-conquer
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ing legions of Bonaparte : and if numbers could
furnith a barrier to his whirlwind progrefs, there
might be hope ; but, like Czfar, he comes, he
fees, he conquers! And, probably, we fhall foon
hear, (after a horrid fcene of carnage and death on
the gory fields of Poland, or an abje&t compliance
with the continental {fyftem) that Alexander re-
treats to Peterfburgh, and that Napoleon returns
to Paris, yet thirfty as death for blood !

And is it not, my friends, an awful and a
ftubborn fa&, that the aforefaid difmal condition
of Europe has been effeted more by the precon-
certed intrigues and diplomatic juggling of France,
than by her arms? Let degraded Europe, with
confufien of face, anfwer the inquiry.

And, in fine, “expericnce is lost upon us, if
we deny that the madd’ning phrenzy of France
has {feized a part of the American nation: it is,
however, as fober and intelligent as free, and as
worthy to be free as any nation in the world; yet,
like all other people, we have cur paflions and
prejudices:” but may Heaven grant, that they
may be fo calmed and corre&ed, that, while fun
and moon fhall endure, this country may yet ride

out the ftorm, and continue a peaceable and prof-
perous land.

BRETHREN OF THis SocirTy,

Permit me to congratulate you upon this moft
important anniverfary, that, notwith{tanding the
gloomy and boifterous clouds that darken our hem-
ifphere, we can flill enter the temple of our God,
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the God of our fathers, and unite under the banner
of our country’s rights, as the profelled political
difciples of the incomparable WASHINGTON;
and that, while his mortal body flecps in the
quict fepulchrc at Mouns VERNON, his immortal
virtues, his {plendid example, and his golden pre-
cepts, ftill live in the warm hecarts of his fond
admirers—-And although his degraded country,
with ingratitude darker than Egypt, have denied
him even a {lab of monumental marble, let us
{uitably refent the bafc indignity, by embalming
his glorious memory in cach of our hearts!

My friends, ponder his charater, ftudy his
maxims, diffcminate his principles, and practife
his virtues, ’till flander fhall be tongue-tied, and
the bufy hum of reproach fhall reft in cternal fleep
~—in the mean time remembering, that even Wash)-
:npten himiclf, while agonizing for the good of
his country, with all his fupcrlative merit, efcaped
not the hidden fting of culumny !

View the fymbols upon our beautiful banner,*
where the twin-fifters of our country’s wealth,
Agricalture and Commerce, Lre ingenioufly pour-
trayed ; and forget not the decluntion of our great
Patron, “that 1ll trcatment and abufe fhown to the
younger, would ficken and deftroy the elder.”

Harbor no unjufl particlity for one foreign na-
tion more than anotiier; and with regard to
antipathy, obferve the {ame rule: for the nation
that indulges fuch propenfities, is on the high road
to flavery.

“ A supcrb Society-standard, carried in the procession,
and displayed before the audience in the meeting house,
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Children of WASHINGTON ! maturely confider
and appreciate the immenie value of your confti-
tutional right of fuffrage ; and ftrive, by ail lawful
means, to corret the monftrous abufe of it, by a
dire& appeal to reafon and confcience: for, by
fuch wicked proftitution of privilege by fome,
joined to a criminal negligence in others, our
country is now in fackcloth !

In fine, rally around the Conftitution of your
country : watch——guard-—defend it, at every haz-
ard : and although it be clipt, mangled, and mu-
tilated, by unhallowed hands, yet cling to the
fragments like the companions of St. Paul at Me-
lita; fo that, haply, you may all efcape the tem-
peftuous fea of folly and madnefs, and at laft leave
your dzar country ftanding firm upon the pillars
of Independence, once formed ard polithed by
the mofterly hand of our Waswincron.



