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Poultrey, July 145, 1814,
lox. ZegvLoN R. SHi¥aenap, & )
Crauncey LXn6D6¥, Esg.
Gentlemeu, - .
Txn Committee of Arrangements, pursuant to the re
quest of the audience ifn general; return yon their most cordial thanks
for your extelleni anniversary oration, and address, pronounced at Poult.

ney the 4th-smstant ; and request a  copy for publication._

JAMES S HARRIS,
Poultney {STEPHEI\ W.DANA, }
“ELISH), PARKILL, | Selecs

Fairhaven § 1y 1.V GILBERT,  { Committee.
Castleton § SEVALL GRIDLEY, |
astieton | EXO3 MF LI, J
| . | :
@

Qentlemett, Do - _ : .
Txe approbation of the Tespectable ahd discerning part of
community, is a rich reward for exertion 'Q’I therefor® assure you, ¥ feel
amply compensa,ted fcr my abours” with tlfe ;SOmmendatxon ofan audi-
ence, whose prafse A n‘ian mxght be proud to win.
I have only to regret, that the productxon thch to obey your wishes,
I consent should be made public, was not more. ‘deserving of the. ﬁattcrm,, :
eptthets you have been pleased to bestow upon it. ‘
I am Gentlemen,
with every-feeling of respect, .
your. m¥st ob’t humble Servant,

‘ : ' . Z. R. SHIPHER%
' Mesu‘s. Hannrs, Dvu,
ParkiLi, GIb BzaT,
GrIDLEY & :\Ij.&t:n:,, ' é, - o S .

Ay

Gentlemen, ’ : N .
e consent of my Honorablc Fncnd, Mr. thpherd to pub-
Jish his oratien has'induced me to comply with. your request, and submit
<he:whole of the refarks vmtter‘\;aswell thosk, ‘Which  were delivered,
as those were intended, to have been tmdc gnd were omltted, on account
oflength, to your disposal. Those parts of the address, contained withe
- 1 the bra cketS, were ommed‘ on dehvery, and are now given to the pub-
lic, | .
& 7 A . By their HHumble Servant,

. CHAUNCEY LANGION.



AN ADDRESS,

Waen the son of God came down to deliver us from the
plavery of sin and death, the era was arfnounced by an Angel with
2 multftude of the heavenly hoet, ptocla\mmg, « Glory to God
in the hnghect, and on earth peace, good wdl towaras men ! "’ ]
vxne hght dawmng 'h'pdn the world, “ whxcb ha 1am m dark-
Tness and the shadow of death.” - _

The wise men of the east saw the light :-—and as rePresentz-
tives of the healhen world, eame from 3 far coumry to offer
ngfts and honors to the Son of God dwellmg in flesh. ﬁThese il-
lugnous men commemorated the glorious event ; and borc tcs-
tirfony against every natpn whlch regards not the ‘blessmg
txng the.dayz whlch gave mbaal,freeae'n man. A ‘

.*The choten geoPle of God commem'orav.ed ihe day of, thexr
delwer;;mce from the. houae of bondage. ’I‘hev keep thc fea;tl
of the passover “as .n ordinance forever 2 by eaung a
lamb without blemiish, with ,their loms glrdgd shoes on thenr
feet and staveg in their hancfs. |

All nations celebrate the era of i 1mportant events, whnchhave
procured to them the blesungs of peace, hberty and Indepen-
dence.

Shall Americans forget the day of sheir birth and yonthful
~prosperity and [ ndependence ?—God forbid. —DBut ici the days
which are past correct the preseniand guard t;hg fyture.

Nations, like men, have their b_irtb, youth, manhood, decrepi.
tude of years, diseases and dissolntion. A wirtue, temperance
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and industry invigorate and perfect the ‘:od.yand mind of man
the practice of these will preserve and perfect the body poll-
pe.

Men, and nations, enjoying peace and prosperity, with great
propriety, rejoice togedier on the annual return of the day of
their birth. But when disordered by vice ; egervated by prof-
ligacy and corruption ; swayed from truth and justice by inor-
dinate love or hatred ; oppressed by their rulers, or a dominant
garty, well may they say—Let the day pensh wherein they were
born #

" The cautes and events which gave birth to this day ; and
separated us from our mother.country are enumerated in the
decliration of Ind-pendence, which, at your request, I am
about to resd,” It is the charter of our national sovereignty ;
and the declaration of our rights. It was sealed by the blood
wad treasures of thousands :—and maintained by the united cares
dnd <oils of the Ferpes you, this day, display on the banners of
your love, union and gratitude. Thejr memory you still cher-
'uh and dehgh; to tenor.—And, thanks to God ! that the Father
‘of his country still lives in the hearts of so many of his dnlc‘n!
_ That our children’s children know lﬁs worth, aod fee/ the majes.
‘ty of his virtues.  That they glor'y in mllﬁng around his stan-
dard ;—for it is the standard of truth, virtue and ~pamotnem,--
Iti is the standard of Hefensxve war alone ,-—-and it carries on
its folds, Justice to all nations 3= Alliance with none '—T¢ h4s borge
the test of time ?--Survxved the scoff of Demagogresy—and the
rancorous tooth of party emulation !

My friends, the friends of Washington, hear thé evils we once

endured :—and whileI read, reflect and consider if many of
them do not now exist among us.

g

» * » L » » * * » "
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By this declaration, recorded on the hearts of the American

- people, you see that the mother once forgot her offspring lew—
Yepu spe that the strides of power croseed the Atlantic to trapy:
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ple on our liberties ;~—te subjugate freemen and chain their peage,
prosperity and future destinies to the throne .of power ! -

Tree and mdepe'adent men disdain the laws of usurpauon -

but adore the !aws of natvre and of nature’s Godi Oar fath.
r1s saw and fe/t the danger :—And liberty steeled every breast;
nerved every arm; and kindled her holy fires on the altars of
freedom !—They lodked up to the great Disposer of events, the
God of truth and justice, to protect and vindicate their cause.—
The God of truth and justige then lived !-—And Fle lives forev-
er. Tho’ ** He make darkpess his secret plage, and thick clouds
of the sky his pavilion ; yet righteousness and judgment are the
habitation of his throne.” ' " N
- [Our State and federal constitutiong were wisely forn;ed te
preserve our peace aud Independence. = These were not contam-
inated with the profligacy and corruptions of European govern-
ments ; nor the administration of them committed to the dregs
-of foreign nations. The people were united, virtuous and hap-
py.  Under the just and impartial administration of Washing-
<on we en;oyed freedom, peace and unparallel°d prosperity. Our
commerce was extended to almost every part of the globe. It
enriched the farmer, mechanic and merchant ; aod filed the
public treaspry without bur the_mpg ;he _people. - Measures were
taken to defend that commerce on the ocean, whenever aggyes;
sions shonld be made. In ninety eight and nine, the effect of
these measures was gloriously applied. The thunders of our
infant navy boldly proclaimed to the maraudmg powers of Eu-
-rope the extent of our commercial rights, and successfully de-
fended them. These measures were unequivacally condemned
by the party now in power and, with other tixugs, gaused a
complete change in the administration of our gevernment. ]

To preserve national liberty and [ndependence, the immortal
Washington adopted and pursued a wise, just and iunpartial ad-
ministration of our government-  In spite of curselves, and a
hord of jacobinic Frenchmen then among us, that great and
good mar, by'bis proclamation of neutrality, saved us from the



giddy vertex of atheistic philosopby, frantic revolutions, vision-
ary systems and the bioody and exterminating wars of Europe,
Happy, thrice happy it would have been for these United States,
if the late administrations bad net fovsaken that wtse, just, im.
partial and tndependent course.

*It, therefore, beecomes the descendants of our fathers, the dis-
¢iples of Wabhmgton j—and it is our inditpensable duty as freemen,
to watch and guard the vmey&td of our freedom and Independence,
that exetic plants of a strange vine be not implanted in its soil.
Their growth will destroy the native vines ; and finally produce
the grapes of Sodom and the clusters of Gemorrah !

* Freedom and Indepepdence, Withont virtue, wisdom and im.
partiality in the rulers and in the people, are like a ship on the
ocean without helm, chart or compase. When natural, or poy
fitical storms and tempeats arise, they wil ajike become the
sport of chance.

No naticn can be long free and independent, whea her coun-
cils are swayed by foreign influence, or by a dominant party in
her bosom :~—or diverted from her true interests by loye or ha.
tred ;—by prejudice, fear or partiality to others. All her meas-
ures ought to be devised from pure motives, and directed bya.
just and lmpartui band. - When she departs from these princi.
ples, she becomes the tool of others ;—the pity and contempt of
the world! A nation ofterier loszs her freedom and Indepen-
dence from an inordinate love or attachment to one belligerent
power, or from hatred and prejudice to the other, than by for-
eign conquest. Whenever a nation from these servile passions,
wages an offensive war against one of two beligerent powers, it
is a virtual alliance with the other :—This is relatively unjust.we
It is sacrificing her cons and daughters to Moloch. “

“The fate of the nations of Continental Europe ought to have
been, to us, a warning voice as from the tomb of Liberty ;—and
the grave-stones of their departed governments ought to have
been 1nstructive and effectual monitors to have shewed us our
danger. ‘L'hese, as inthe language of eterral truth, have pro-
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¢laimed to the whole wdld, that freedont and Independénce ha@
no place there ¢

[The mnhtary despot of France, estabhshed the most stiipens
d'm?'hnd &egrédmg system of tyranny the world éver saw.—
He stébd;ike the Colossas of Rhodes, and nation after nation
wére made to pabs between his feet.  Italy, Genoa, Hollands
Swi zerland, and a part of Germany were held . chains 24 an

wimtegral part of his hisetped empiré. Germany, Awstria, Sardin.

o, N=ples, Psusha, Sweden, Dermmark, and other smallet states

®.became pmm'm' at the feet. of his power. By uhparalleled

® .
'3

pekfidy and déception he'séized the King -of Spain ard placed
his servile brother on the thréwe.s That ilkfated kingdom, and
Portugal, were deluged with bibod; while they ‘sirvggled for
tBerraritronal existente and ¥Indepéndence. The wheelsdf his
chariot rolled over the necks dof powerful nations, when boasting
- of freeflom arid Indeperdénce’; -and their tracks trere filled with
the blood of innocence. Peace and prosperity fled befére; deése

~ olafioh wdd misery followed after him. He stood and as with @

" pen of ivon, blottéd otit the mations of Europe ftem the map of

the werld. - Even the héroic Emperor of.all the Ruseias trems
bléd it his'nod, and -méved ih the sphete of hisbanefid infiaence.
The fust anchored islc alone remdined free from -hisgrasp and

- thg controul of his power. Despairing of ‘the ‘conguett 'Gf’Ehg.)

Jaid by physicat fpree,or by ‘deception, he:artfully inttodueed
his continentiil sjstem -of ‘commercial restrictions; under pratence.
of ‘securing dnd - findiig the vights of the acevn and. fresdm of - ﬂ'k
sees.  All trade’i in British marufactures ‘were prohibited ; and
their gbods. bbcarh® fuel for the fire. As fagors of waod have
been nsed 2o prevent reformation in cliristianity and the gospsl

.+ of-peace, s¢ milions in value, of British merchundize, have ‘béen
* contumed by firey, or confiscated to excite prejuéli'c'e‘and hatded

&

- dgatost the Britjsh nation ‘and heér ‘mantfactires. The Ber

Milar and Rambovillér décrees were comptment patts 6f the
fame 'sy:teﬂn ind becaine the fundamental laws of his cripive.
He justly censidered the ‘commerce and mwnufastories of



Gréat Biitain ‘to be the wealth and life of the nation :~dnd
when these was once destroyed, she would become an easy cone
quest.
Blinded by hatred and prejudice, and allured \?& the S‘freri.
song of thé Napolean system of ¢ommercial restrictiofs;, the na.
tions of Europe glided down the stream of deception into the
gulph of destruct:on. : » ,
' . Theé administration of ouf goverriment have unfonunatelrﬁa

steered the same course, for eight years past.  The- non-impors’
tation, embargo, non:intercourse acts and cou#nerctal restrice .*
tions have encompassed us by sea and by land. ~ These, like the p
locusts of Egypt, have destroyed all our regular commsereg. and |
external revenue, withotit prodvcing one solitary benefit;, -

- The tyrant of France saw the course we had taken mth_pt,ui-‘
tation ;—and congratulated his Senate upon our renouncing®
commerce. Beholding our political snip Aeavy laden, by ot *
selves, with a cargo of these coramercial restrictions, he loved us;
and generously gave us a station with his allies, to defend. free .
trade and suilors’ rights on the é¢cean! Finding our political
ship and cargo endangered by trade-winds and tempests, we began
in June, 1812, to defend free trade and sailors’ rightson the
ocean, by an offensive war on the savages of the wildemess,.an“d'
on the wilds of Canada. e

- This war has been- vigorously pursued by ag &rmy of ﬁ/’ y fioe
thousard men, on paper, with a full complement of officers inactual
commission and full pay. These men, well guarded by miliiiay
are enjoying leisure with modern dignity ;~<and impiounsly coms-
pare their services with those, which wers reddered on the day
we now celebrate, under the banner of love tn onr Country ! »

.. When and where this wild career will end, God only knows ¢
«=But one thing we now know—that we are no longer in dan. -
ger of beitig chained to the charriot of Napoleor: ; nor mgulpb
m'the bottemless pit of his love and friendship I oy

In commemorating the day of ovr freedom and Irtlependence, |

to be unmindful of tiic recent events in Europe would be ine

>
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prytitude to heaven :— e, thereforé 'my intrusion on your
patience s for the passing events of the day are replete with
instruction. .

. *The onli, awiion on the comtia ¢ui of Europe, which saw and
‘felt.the danger of the continental systemn of the tyrant of France,
‘and dared resist his will, became an Ac 'ldmm the defence of
national sovereignty and Independence. |
_The sword of Alexander éould rest in its scabbnard 20 long-
,,'e't'. The cause of tiuth and Jusnce, and the freedom of na.
_.tions drew it forth and ensured vxctory The Rnssmn nation
rallied her heees and veterans to defend the dignity and Inde-
_pendenge .of the Empire. They surroutﬂed the xmpernal stan. -
dard ; union and virtue fdrtnﬁed enry breastfnd jmtxce smength-
bngd every am, :

t-' Infatdated by success and goaded on by atubition, the scourge
Of nations carried an immense army to the - Russian frontiers,—s
He saw, in his imagination, the fate of all the Russias as seal-
&a :—and Was reedy to snatch from Dez:y, |

~o—* The balance and the ro& | |

“ Rc}tldg'e his justioe atd be god of God Lol
The conflict was ttemendous !~"The eatnage dreadful 1—
‘gl‘he fields of Russia were drenched with the blood of heroes—:
ana enriched with the slain. Her rivers were flled with the im-
‘plementsof warand the mangled corpses of the survivors of the
battles of Lodi, Merahgo, Austerlits, Jema, Eylad, Wagram,
Sgolensk and Boradino ! The ancient and splendid capiia® of
the Empire-fell inito the hands of the relentless tyrant !—And
in a few houts*was enVe'loped in flames !—But the flames of
= Moscow flashed conviction %o the powers of Europe, opened

* thenr eyes, and aroused them from their almost fatal iethargy.-—

* They shewed Napoleon the limits of his power and oppression,
and melted the chains he had prepared for the wotld ! Hove

*he fell from the pinacle of his high blown pride and ammno’ —

* and was jaught that
o B
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* When our deep laid plots do fail, thzt it should teach us,
*Ihere is adivinity, that shapes our ends,

* Rough hew them how we will.”

Alexander viewed the conflagrated ruins of the Toity towers
and battlements of the Kremlin unmoved. ©

“Uuaspeakably serene.

* This conscious soul smil=d o'er the dreadful scene.”

[ The vénerable Kutusoff, currounded by his generals, felt the
vigeur of youth return ! His brave Leart beat in unison with
‘those of his soldiers~—and the piou: emotions offfhis breast ele-
vated him to heaveh' « Fear not, sivs be. for heaven will
urite with man again:t the tyrannic troubler of tbe world. Ged,
whose altars have been insulted by the wery worm He had raised’
from the dust, will stretch forth his shield over your ranks ; and
with the sword of Michael fight against his enemies.  This is:
the faith, says he, in which I will fightand conquer! This i
the faith in which T would fizht and fall ;-—and still behold the
the final victory with my dying eves !”’

Retributive justice will never let the guilty go unpumshed
Nor did the God of universal nature  He inspired the troops
wzth courage and axded them by the storms of Heaven- The
txde of victory soon rolled back upan the merciless invaders and
they fled from the ruins of Moscow with dismay !—Near half'® =
million perished by famine, or the sword ;—and the frozen re-
gions of the north refused them buriai !

Defeat stripped the name of Napoleon of its terrors—3nd
this impious leader fled, like a wretched fugitive, back to his #
capital | | - .
~ Tho’ the modern Attila of France has been permitted to |
scourge the pations of Lurope for their degereracy and corrup-
tion ; vet the finger of God has pointed out to them the victo-
1io8s Alexander as their deliverer :=—And the ashes of Moscows
will proclaim to distant ages the heroic virtues which baffled the
destroyer of nations ;—and show to the world that no sacrifice

#3 tco great for Independence and theright of Self Government !
L4
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The recital of campaigns and battles produces paiz to the hu-
man mind :—* For wars originate in the ambsition of princes !
and terminate in the misery of nations.” But the late example
of a people, under an absolute monarchy, preferring death to for-
eign slavery ;—and the benevolence of their conduct, is too sub-
lime and instructive to be Dasced over in silence.

&ttains the summit - of power ;
“rights of others :—discerns

A man is truly great, w
* and then respects the laws :
merit, receives council, forgnve: enemies and acquires friends.
Napoleon neyer had this grestress. Intoxicated with the love -
of power, the sovereignty of France was too insignificant for his
ambitio. He attempted to raise France above herself, to makeé
~ her worthy of his notice. His disordered imaginatioh traced out
~ immortal glory in war, and the destruction of the human race.
He reached after the crowns of Europe and universal power ia
anticipated conquests.  These have proved his ruin ;—and the
consequent restoration of liberty and peace to France ; and In-
dependence to the nations of Europe, which he had congquered.
He uever learned the lesson of the Priest of Ceres; ™ That war
cruld not begm too late, nor terminate too speedily.” He ever
thought more of spilling the blood of his enemies, than saving
the livesof men.  He therefore levied another immense army
from his slavish allies, and the conscripts of France. = ¢ These
conscripts were too joung to bear the armsby which they per-
ished.” '
The sagacious and intrepid Alexander loet no.time in carry-
ing his victories into the hea't ¢f Germany.  Nation after na-
tion became a willing conquest, and received Independence and
the restoration of their former governments from his hands. He
acquired, every day, additional strength in his triumphant course
of emancipating Europe.  New alliances were formed in the
glorious cause. At length the contending armie:, of near half
a million of veteran troops, met at Leipsic from different points.
The fate of Europe and the world hung suspended en the event
of the day ! The carnage was beyond description !—And the
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-emendous roar of c2nnsz, and the noite of battle was like “the
reck of matter and the crush of worlds !>

Under the walls of Leipsic the adamantine chains of the con-
deracy of the Rhine were severed from the unations of Europe ;
1d the bold and stupendous system of commercial restrictions

wished away ¢ as the basele of a vision.”

jed invincible, were panic-
®rwhile the astonished multitude
>held, with admiration, three mighty monarchs on their knees
. humbie and pious adoration giving thanks to Almighty G(:d

The legions of France, onceg
ruck and fled with precipitati

or their wanderful deliverance ! "

Now, 1nstead of seeing Frenchmen and the Rhinish copfedera-
y rioting in blcod and the spoils of Russia ;—we saw the Rus-
ans and their magnanimous allies in France restoring Peace and
reedom to the people! Instead of the haughty Corsican at
t. Petersburgh exulting in slaughter‘ and confiagration ; the
nperial Alexander is at Paris receiving the grateful adoration
f the French peaple—and consoling them with the reflection,
‘that the old men may now hope to die before their children I”:
nstead of being surrounded as a prisoner in bis own capital, the
eopie of Paris press forward to touch the proud steed on whici
e rode ;—crying out, * long live-Alexander, our Deliverer !”

Instzad of sitting on the throne of Europe, or wielding the
eptre of universal empire, the military Despot is now dethron.
| by his own senate ;—and sent a miterable and pitiless exile

the _lAi;;Ie isle of Elba ;—-there to reflect on the perfidy and
u_rders,' he has committed, and the innocent blood he has shed !

e once sat, like Mars, in the car of victory smiling at destruc-
n in the field of battle—directing the tempest of death through
ircpe—* heholding kings casting their crowas at his feet !”~—
-is now obliged to wear.the badge of a white cockade, which
longed to the toyal family, some of whom he had murdered,

protect his life among his former slaves |-—When he heard
\d saw his fate, the tyrant wept !—Yes my friends, he, who
agged the youth to slaughter ; and taw the tears of childle:?
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parents and bereaved widows gush from their eyes unmoved ;
and hath filled the world with misery, lamentations and mourn-
ing; without remorse ;—and who impiously proclaime! to the
Spaniards, * That God had givea him power and he would use
it, ** i8 now hurled from his throne and is receiving the bread of.
chiarity from the hands of thote he ouce enslaved, weeping like
a child at his fate !—But his tears are not the tears of contrition,
but of disappointed ambition. How great the change ?— A ston-
ishing reverse of fortune {—From the fate of this man let the ru-
lers of the earth know that the stamp of change is placed on all
thix;gs below the sun;" and thereby learn to be wise in time.
Let them know « That God is just ! and that our pleasant vi-
ces, often make instruments to scourge us.” That His king.
domis cver all ;—and ¢ that He will dash the ‘tyrants of the
earth to pieces, like a potter’s vessel.”” ’

When we behold the astonishing events which have taken
place in Europe; within two years past, we hive reason to cone
gratulate the former friends and patrons of our Independence,
that the nationz of the continent are restored to freedom and
the rights of self government ;—and are now enjoying the bless-
ings of peace. With them, we rejoice that the fatal spell of Na.
polean policy is compietely dissolved ;—and that the Gordian
knot which had entangled our commerce and foreign relations
was loosened by the flames of Moscow, and finally destroyed un-
der the walis of Leipsic. ~'What effect the fall of the tyrant of
France will have on our foreign rights and commere, or present’
state of things, remains a doubt :—But if we had cultivated the
friendship, instead of irritating the passions of our declared ene.
my ; or if we had virtue and wisdom enough to have remained
neuter and free from the broils and restrictive systems of Eu.
rope ; aud treated every nation with strict impartiality, and de.
fended with equal forbearance, the unnecessary aggression om
our pational rights, we might have now joined in the general
joy without alloy.

Though the calamities of war afilict our land, and the bless.
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ings of an honorable peace be not within our power, yet we
ought to rejoice that o great a part of Europe is freed from its
accumulated evils. Should the recent events in Europe facili-
tate and hasten the establishment of 2 peace in America, we
should have new cau:e and more occasion of joy and congratu-
lation. But if the ravages of war must still continue to punish
us for our rashness and folly, and for the abuse of our national
advantages, we nju»-t preserve the union, defend our righ;s, obey
the laws, perform the several duties we owe to ourselves and to.
our God ;—and wait with patience until the people learn wisdom
by suffering, and karn to justly estimate the blessings of peacc and
Independence. ¥ e must leave our bleeding country apH its im.-
portant concerns with the great Disposer of events ;—* and rejoice
that the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth ”—< and that His tender
mercies are over all the works of His bnml: ”



AN ORATION, &e,

E‘CIIJW C‘mmnr,
" A hasty and defective addrecs, for the present mrportaut

~ ¢elebration, has been the result of necessity ; and not of indiffes~

ente to-your good opinion.

Huppy should T have been if the calls of an arduous profescxoh
had afforded me léisure to gratify your wishes, and, if possible,
dé'sérﬂcfioufr approbation : Bat those calls, together with in-
disposition, have driven e to a very limited opportunity of
prepéranon ; ; and compels me. to solicit a correct judgment up-

. on my performance. Noththstanumg these embarrassments,

while enfouraged on my right hand by manly dignity and

eandour and on my left hand by the charm of beauty, I shal!

llfn despond, '
No érdinary state of the pbhncal world, invites the attentiod

. | bf the reflecting mind. —A Aew and distinguithed epoch pl'esetm

jtself to the historic pen, and excites wonder and admiration.

The curtain has been drawn up, and lo !-—there burst upon
our sight a scene, that fills the mind with astonishment: As
though: heaven had reserved to the thirteenth and fourteenth
year of the present century the exhibition of His master works
—TFor, afierall the convulsions, and struggles.of the civilized

“world, porter‘d‘;nc dubious results, at length we see one of thé

greatest and subiiraest demmas ever witnessed by man.
All former experience has been beggared; all calculation

mocked and eonfounded.
"The proud oppressor has been beaten down ; his throme which
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seer:~d to defy ali power, celestial and tofrestial, has been pross
tiated in so rapid and unerpected a mauner, that, the story
seec more like the delusion of romaace, than serious reality.

If the birth day of our Independence bas become common,

and tiie ardour of the Patriot somethat cooled, by the repetition
of its ceichration,—yet the recent events in Europe must banish
from our hear.s, every lazy feelmg, and produee iew and active
sensat’ ‘ons,

Itis presumed that the spirit of hbertv, benumbed and rens

dered torpid amidst the collision of party contention, will be ra-
generated : Will again be clad in the native vestmentsof Inde®

pendence, awaken her sons, and command a renewed devotion’

to the cause of man, to swell in their hearts. The views and

feelings, which heretofore” were bounded by the shores of out |

continent, will now bound over the the Atlantic and encircle
Europe did 1 say 7~The wotld!

‘Europe in the embrace.

Man, whether he is schorched with a tropical sun, putrsues his. -

‘game over the polar mountains of ice ; or breathes the soft Ku-

sonian Zephyr, is interested-~deeply interesred in the great evgms, .

which we design to mingle in this celebration. Lt us,' thy

&

friends, congratulate ourselves and mankind, and umtedl} hail

this dawn, asthe precursor of a day glonous for its peace and

happiness,—a day to be welcomed with tears of joy. ‘Atsucha
prospéct, the good heart will throb with delight ; bravery itself-*
zake off his coat of mail, and mellow down the rugged brow of

war.
Europe is again {ree !—IHer chamq have been solved with the

warrs blood of her sons; and she rises from the depth of oppres-
sion, glowing with a new and dazzling lustre. The sword of the
North, aided by its allies, has foiled the usurping Tyr;mt of
France, smitten off the claws, and broken the teéth of the tertif-
ic monster. He has been hunted down, daught, chained, des.
poiled of his ill-gotten power, and driven to his cage and remains
but a melancholy example of a wretch, who dared the justice
of Omnipotence, and well may say to all who hereafier attempt
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the mad career of unholy ambition—* Dircete Justiciam moniti

non temnere divos”’
Is there a benevolgnt bemg, that does not rejonce at the de-

striction of that dreadful system of Tyranny, which but lately
thenaced the ruin of the world —whnch waé extending its dire
domxmon through all chmtendom, and, in its progrets, laid
waste every germ of rational liberty ; and erased from the edrth
the footsteps bp pletg-and even common morality ? Nations
shrunk at the blighting approach of its author. He withered and
bla=tea’, « ik the pestilerice that walketh in darkness.” Evén
‘the arni of defensive war was parahzed at histouch. Like a
demon of datkness, he smxlea at woe ; the groan of anguish was
tecreating to his ear; and with the ruthless extltation of a fierd;
rejoiced ovpr the catacombs of death.
¥ ¢his apdience contains a mdn, that does not TEJOICE, at the

downfal of the monster of i qumty, I cannot fail to offend hifn 3
for 1 am’constramed to proniounee the heart that mourns his fall

, an enemy of huirhan happiness ; and fitted for thé hdtchmg of
the vilest crimes.  If such a being ecxist some strange #ania
Jnust retgn over his mmd and pervert his better gudgment. |

- T.swells the generous breast with delight, that Holland once

tttore ’has raised her beloved Orange,—-once more tedlizes the
ble§=ln ¢ that wete ravished from her, by the x%voluuonlzmg
hand of France. .

. ' Affer ikwenty years of slavery cruel and intolérable, the honest
Dutchman smokes his pipe in peace, once more floats at his ease

~ onhis native cdnal ; and with 4 consoious feeling, that he is free
breathes out a thank-offering to that Goop Bring, who has

em:mc:pated his country from the chains of tyranny :—
‘That Prussia can boast of the valiant deeds of her Frederick

L

wghout 2 Blush ;
That Austria, indignant at the contumelious tone of the hus. -

band of her idol, and disdaining to stop at the.ties which were
folned pot of affection but ambition, (unhOIy tiey that ought
ever to he blasted ;)joined in the cause of Eyrope, &nﬁ strove,
¥

C .
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in magnammous coutest, ¢ to pluck up her drowned honour by
the locks :’—

That the long oppressed Swiss again, fe as air, can bound
on the snowy steeps and court the genius of liberty alternately on
the top of the glazfers, or in thglusurian: vale. Brave descen-
dant of Tell !'—Long, too long hast thou groaned under the
weighty burthens imposed by the intolerenighand of power,
which like 2 mighty avalanche pressed the® down ! —May thy fu-
wure destines be gilded with untarnished lustre, and’ thou en_goy
a freedom as unsulied, as thy native mountains !

It is enlivening to the mind, that contemplates great events
with admiration, to run over the grand movemecuts of the Rus.
sian army, from the flames of Moscow, chasing and hunting the
tyrant, and, every step, teaching, by adverse exp’erieﬁcé, that the
day of reiributioni had arrived ; and the movements of the allied
army, carrying victory from LlepSle to Paris. I mgan nots

D

that the sufferings and deaths of the French soldiers ought, ab-

stractly considered, to afford pleasure. No; if this stood alone,

it demands compassion for their pangs. The story of thexr
wrongs, their sufferings and  misfortunes will wring the feelxng

heart, and prompt a wish, that this wezghty mass of pain and

death could hgve been saved.  Benevolence fain woul have -

cheered the fainting sufferer with focd, and fire,—spread ashield
before ‘his; breast, in the heat of battle,—warmed his sti_&fe’ued’
limbs, of clozed his dying eves.  But an unrelenting necessity
prohibited tne generous deed ; and kind charity in this, as in all
sach cases, was constrained to avert her head, and drop the pxty-
ing tear. Viewing however the glorious conrequences of these
dreadful calamities, it i virtuous to feel rejoiced ; and when out
of the aishes of the dead and the proud throne of Nagoieon Ie'v-~
e]ed in dust, we see freedom with renewed beauty arise to blds
the world, our lamentatlons over the tcmb of slaughtered mill.

ions is merged i the great and happy resalt.  And the more is
that result pleasing, as we have much reason to believe she blc‘s- N
ings purchaced, at so great a price, will be lasting.  The foun-,
tain of cor  ption is bwoken up j—the Tyrant is fallen $~and,

pe
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Mke the rebel amgel, to rise no more. France the formes.
source of abominations, is regenerated; and gives an earnest of
future goodness, .

What wondersand revolutions two years have preduced ! Sgu«
pid must be the mird that sleeps regardless of these great events.
They not only. call for our praise, our warm and greatful com-
mendations to these, who have stepped forth the friends of man
but our still higher and devout gratitude to the God of battles,
for his ben;ﬁcent-dsd in accomplishing the mighty work. Let
us remember, that the plans of an Alexander, or of the united
wi-dom of hisallies, 2xecuted by a master’s hand, - would bave pro-
ved abortive, without the aid and apprcbation of the Ruler of our
destinies. In vaio the hoary Kutusof], invested in the mantle of
Suwarrow,—the noble Swede, the intrepid Blucher, would have
urged on the destructive engines of war ! In vain would the.
Wa. hington of Europe, whose steady skill has delivered Spain
and Portugal from the tallons of the Gailic . Harpey, have bent
his cenguering sword 'in the glorious cause, had not Heaven
commanded ¢ go ye up to battle.”” Feeble would have been every
effort ; and still the unvanquished dictator would have widowed
France, and m'ade'na_tions tremble at his rod.-—Hence we may
learn * the race is not to the swift, or battle to the strong.”—:
An unseen, althcugh almighty hand has guided the movements
of these great machines.  He marked the bounds, beyond
which the Tyrant could not pass, and has checked and punished
hig for his guilty temerity, in the impious attempt. .

It was the spirit of Omnipotence that enkindled a valiant ene.
thusiasm in the fur c/ad bosom of the Russian, and prompted him,
to go forth to battle and victory.

It is pleasing to<the pious soul to believe, that nothing happens
fortuitously ; that his Gop appoints and will execute all his de-
signs. With feelings thus tempered, while he wonders at the
mighty operations and mutations of states and kingdoms, he
- hows and adores ; rejoices that ¢¢ his Father is at the helm ;” and
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while the tesnpest howls and the billows dash, fears not but the
happy destined port will be safely gained. o

A controuling Providence is most obvious in the v:ro::dgarf_ul
chaiwcs'in Europe, The Infidel alo-~2 can doubt, or refuse to
sze it. Those great deeds are stamped as pecnhar‘y be'lon.zmg
10 3 supreme hand, and demand of us, while we bestow the mer-
_;ted commendation upon the brave, to ascribe the glory toa
greater and better Beixg, and to acknowledge, with pious grat-
itude Hxs goodness, in rescuing the world from s‘avery and the
christian world from the hands of the Atheist.

From recent, it may be propet to leck back to more distant,
things,~—things which many of us have witnessed. Fhe revolu-
tion of our states, the abjuration of the British government, and
forming our own se<med to commence that most extraordinary
chain of events, whict; less than forty years huve produced.—
The world looked o1 with surprise to behold an empire emerg-
ing from ebscurity. and, with a rapid facility, that knew no par-
allel, take an high and honourable stand among the nations of
the earth.

Scarcely had America silenced the roar of the Lyon, and
driven him to his den, when she told the world, she claimed for
her destiny, not only to be & free, but great, wise, wealthy and re-
nowned. She pomted to a resplendent Aal, that encircled her

brow, as an earnest that future times wouald teach the nations of
the earth, she was not to be rivaled.

It scemed here Eden was acting with such happy imitatién,
that the observer saw, or fancxed l.e saw, in the charming repre-
sentation, the delights of the happy region.  Here the wander-
er, in search of eartb’s elysium, fancied lre found the consumma-
tion of his wishes. Here was really ex‘perxencﬁd that repose and
thoge blessing,, whxch the wars, cmeltles and despotism'elsewhere
had interrupted and destroyed Here in the mildness and wis-
dom of our goverrment and laws, could be seen how far short of
the best were the celebrated code of the Civilian,—~theRepublicks
\Qf Greece and Rome, ot the best of their boasted institutions,
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Al were apnvated that, what in theory ther adopted was here -

exemplified. )
’l‘h's earnest of future greatness increzizd, and the kind

tokens of IHeaven’s favour became more and more visible,

Notwithstanding the desolationsof a war, which was just end-
ed, qur rise was so rapid, we pcarcely realized its progress amidst
surprise.. Before we had time to calculatte how we could, reach
the wished for eminence, the deed was done, the mighty struc.
ture reared, and we beheld it, enraptured, as‘the greatest monu-
ment of human wisdom. - | |

Our citizens encouraged by what they saw, embarked with
ayidity in the various employments, that promised wealth and
respectability ; and as though a Magician was 3t work, exert-
ing his most potent skill, we had scarcely time to turn ronud ere -
our couniry was experiencing transformation. The honting.
ground of the savage soon became the residencz of civilizatiore
The forests yielded their empire to the magnificent temple of
religious worship, and the elegant dwelling of civilized man.

The plough and ship united their labonrs,—the former te pro. .
duce an abuaadance, and the latter to transpert the surplus there.
of to a sure and profitable market. Then, blessed with peace’
and plenty, we had within osr reach all the bappiness, which
was ever intended for man in this world. It was enough and.
we needed only to be contented.—But aias! we werz not so-
We drank deep in the ‘cup of bliss; but we were such fools, as
with our own hands to adulterate the pure and wholesome beve.
ragé with a poisoncus mixture.

It must here be remembered, that France, groaning in the
chains and lacerated with the scourge of despotism, wrung the
sceptre from the hand, and the diadem frem the brow of tyran.
ny ; and atcending the ruins of the Bastile, proclaiined to the
world, that she too was free. I need only a.bpeal' tc the men of
ninety to prove the cordial exultations, which were testified by
the American, at the birth of our young siger republick ; we forf.
diad and care:sed the dasling ; piessed her to our hearts, with



22

every token of fondness ; hailed her as an auxiliary in the glori.
ous work ef reformation. When she fought, (as we ther believ,
ed in the cause of Freedom) we wearicd Heaven with our pray-
ers, for her success and when victory perched upon her standard,
our feelings were never equivocally or indiffcrently expressed ;
but, without disguise, we plainly told the helligerent states,her
ememies, it was only in form, that we considered them on the
footing of the most favored nations. |

For awhile this pleasing infatuation }eigned‘ over our minds
and hearts. Ere long however the delusion vanished ; the mask
and drapery were laid aside; and we saw the monster naked
and deformed, h>ggard and odiows, sconling with the ghiz of 2
. bell ewheied fury, and giving digns, not to be mistaken, that her
embrace was daggers, poison and death.  Before this however
too many of our citizens had druknen so freely of the sorceriex
of the monster, that the change of her shape produced nc change
in their feelitgs.  Her blasphermies, her awful atheism, that out
lawed the Gop or Heavew, the murders, adulieries and abom-
inations, that corrupted this vile region, were insufficient to abate
the affections of our deluded citizens. She was beloved and ea-
logized, as a sister Republick, who was engaged in the freedom
of the world ; and, strange to tell; the change from an excess of
liberty to despotism did not wean our affections.  All that was
done by France was agreeable; all her principles were ortho-
doxy. Enchantment seemed to bewilder our people; and no
one has yet been found sufficiently potent to dissolve the spell.

From this scene was derived that cruel spirit which has so long
distracted our country and enfeebled the councils, enerzies and
virtues of the nation. Hence that malignant, ard incurable pro-
pensity, to.imrnolate vpon the altar of prejudice every oppo-
nent ; and hence undoubtedly may be traced the bloody foot.
steps of the present foolish and unhappy war.

¥ venture to assert that affection or fear must have impelled
the declaration ; and ghether the one or the other, the authors
deserve the contempt 4nd indignaticn of their countrymen. In
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vain am I told, « France had no influence in the mind of the
American cabinet.’”” [t is too evident to be doubted, that the
design was hatched in this abominable nest. It cannot be deni.
ed, that, not only the embargo, but the war was in perfect coin-
cigence with the Continental system of the Emperor Napoleon,
and accorded with his wishes. Who ever heard of any disposi-
tion to go to war with England, until after the the thing had been
talked over at St. Cloud, and the measure proposed to our gov-
~ ernment.

Besides, every blow we gave England was a blo-w in favour
of France. We were fighting her battles ; the effects of an alli-
ance was produced by the war ; and, had we been able to have
injured the enemy, as our hot-heads suppored we were, the wat
could hav been no othet, but to estiblith more securely and pow-
erfully a dyna. (y,the most tyrannical and alarming,that ever curss
ed mankind. With these strong facts before us, it requires more
than Christian charity to believe, that the authors of the war
had it not in view to identify our cause with that dreadful Pow.
. er. If these things are all truc, who but must discover, that
our nation is governed by a set of principles, which, in their te_n-
dency, lead to'rnin. ~ And here we can easily discover the cause

of our sorrows and sufferings. We have abandoned our first
Tove and in the indulgence of desires unholy and meritricious, we
have bartered zaway onr comforts, our joys, the bright and hap_

Py prmpects of ourselves and our children, for that which wdl
blast and ‘fuin our hopes. -

Restless and discentented with all the heart cught to desire,

and hankering for something new, we wholly disregarded the ad.
monitions of experience, for the privilege of trying some vision-
ary secheme. And in despite of the warning voice from the
tomb of the ancient Republicks, we would,—we did indulge'
our guilty curiosity.  For many years we have been pursuing
-phantom‘!, which we have been warned toaveid ; and by soYo.
- ing have }ns‘r, in practice, what promised 50 hzndsomely in the
théory of cur government, The zober max:ms’ of common
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gensé, practized by Washington, were too old. fashiond for the 1L
llummed philosophers of the country, and the majority of the
'people, defuded from their dity and interest, and hungermg for
novelty caught the malxgnant disease. Our overweanmg fond,
ness for every thing wrapped in mystery, pervaded the nation ;
snd labouring under the plezsing, yqt fatal, delusion, they chee-
fully resigned therfiselves into the hands of the mlweal Empyr-
icks, partook of their noStrums, believed in thexr charms and
Spells, until out of reach of mere human séientific skxll
. Our soil was too barren, in vice,—in mﬁdehty, to pmduce
with dispatch the principles of the Frenéh revolution. - There-
fore to carry on the great work of reformation, we unported
from time to time such, as grew into fashion: And although
these pririciples could not flourish here, as in their gative .hote
bed yet it is to be lamented, that they became so mveter!texy
rooted, that nothing shert of super-human power can extirpats
“them. | |

~ Thesé principles are the refuge of the cmlprlt, when asSatled by
reason and religion. He spreads over his conscience the mantle
of £’ Lembert, challenges the wisdom of revelation, and thunders
of Omnipotence.  Thus armed and arrayed, all ideas of right
and wrong are laid aside, and the man ‘is transformed from a
moral and accountable agent into a citizen of the world, unfet-
tered by laws human or divine. |

I meannot to say that every citizen of ihis country, who has
been bit with the Pirginia Tarantula is of this description.” Thou-
tands nc doubt are honest. But the tendency of sueh principles
is ruin, and will sooner or later heap destruction on a country,
or individuals who possess thera.  The licentions prefer men of
easly virtue to govern ; and prefering, they not only lend their
own, but by trick and intrigue they obtain the suffrages of oth-
ers, until 2 majority, enjoying the exquisite delight of being
chegted, yield an unconscious hand in the work of perdition,
and the greatest cheater will, of course, be the greatest favoume

with the dupes of his Sintrigue.
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We hete cleatly see the true origin of the political and sioral
avils, under which we suffer. We'see who are the authors, how
those evils liave been prodaced ; but to see what will be the final -
result dépends oa conjecture alodes  That hewever is sufficient
- t0 make us fear and tremble. o :

But amridst all this' gioom;, one glerions ray of light heams:
ihmkhi‘iﬁe'dariness, and cheers ib¢almost desponding heart.-
‘The seed bed is turned up, and France will no longer suffera
. plant- to remain, |

With this reason léft us te hope, 1et me exhort you, fellow citi
rensy to be active inthe cause of reform. Reason and expostue-
lats with the deladed ; éxpose the impostor; and wnveil hig
subtle intrigue ; and in so doing, at least enjoy the pleasing con-- .
ciousness, that you have been earning blessings for ydff couni-
- In attempting to make convertsto sound principles, severe
¢ensure often confiymethe deluded in error; rather than convin-
ces of truth, It is the dispassionate argument, the friendly ex-
posmlatmn, that make their way to the mind and heart ; 5 and
chanty forgids us to treat, as culprits, those whom we belie ve de- .
fective in head and not in heart. We all abhor intolérance, ana
therefore must condemn all persecution for cpinion’s sake. As
federalistPwe have learned by experience to feel the serpent’s
tooth in this respect, and therefore, I trust, shall rise superior to
*he base, dastardly epirit, which proscribes any man, merely be

»use he dares to think for himself,

Do we need incitements to exertion ? Eehold our Iacerated
country ; witness its bleeding wounds, and then_wn.h the elo-
quence, made pointed by the anguish of groaning freedom, as,
sail the hearts of your infatuated countrymen, Point them to
. the evils, we suffer, and the still more dreadful evils, that brood
over us, with an aspect so threatening; that now it would seem,
, that nothing short of 2 miracle can save g 5 * We need a regen-
erating spirit to pass over theland. Without it, our fortune can
casily be told.  We shall be prostrated in vadistinguizhed ruin:

A
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Thauprese it war is an awful prognostic of diftruction. 1Itis -
managed or mismanaged, by the most miserable, indolent
and onkilful’ collection of *officers, that ever disgraced 2 coua..
try ;—a parcel] of empty-hezdcd essenced ‘fops :—mere ¢ carpet
Enights”e—a dancing, ball.room, drawing.raom race of gentry, .
conjuged up like ghosts, from the rythless regions of bankruptcy,
—from the pollutions of brpthels, from indolence and ignoriéce,\
and converied by the magic of a Secretary’s wand, into Alexan-
ders. ¢ By their fruits ye may judge them.” Those fruits are so
disgrace and impoverish the govemmfnt. - We now stagger une.
der a mighty load of debt, to pay which must draw thé heart’s
blood of the land. Patriotism and good faith spem to be Most in
self.intergst. In the sertinacions aitachment to ridicylous thea-
ries an_‘tonary projects, the cabinet is distracted with schism.

With the existence of these evils, the lover of his country will
be aroued to exertion ;' and, while he clings to the Constitu.
tion with one hand. he will use the other to restore it to health,
and cnce more, if possible, see it administered in its purity.

WasuInGTORIANS,

As you profess to veneraie the name, adopt the prmcxples of
that great and good man. Although dead, let him and his vir-
tu-s live m your recollection. What though his ashes slumber

‘beneath the cyprus in the shades of Vernon; his grea’z examiples
~ are before you on the page of history. They exist in the mem-
ories of the men of his time, and conatantly admonish us to be
virtuous and patriotic ; to devote our best services to our coun*
try, and purest devotions to our God.

There is no more certain truth than that * righteousness exalte
eth a pation, and sin i¢ a reproach to any people.”

‘From the morals of men in office, as a genaral rule, may be
known the state of a nation, whether happy or wretchegd.

Free-thinkers and weak. thinkers, wrong-thinkers and ne.think-
ers may say ‘vhat thgy please, you may as well expectto * gath. ,
er grapes of thorns or figs of thistles,” as tp secure wite and
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podhws,aﬁwholaomepmceedmgs&omhhcfw
ynnclpla and Beentious habits.

It exists in the etegpal fitness of things, that bappmeudmnld N
- grow from piety and virtuegad, nationally, from a conscientious
exercise of power. And there eannot be & inore absurd propc-
sition, then that religion and government have no ‘connection.—
Tlﬂsaymg is 2 sophism invented and preached by men who
have no regasd to either. The just man will be just every where,

. and the honest man, bonest. And what makes either justice or

honesty, but a sense of moral obligatijon, 2 love of cur Creator, B
delight to yield him obedience ?

My brethren, receive these fnendly, shongh humble reinath 5
practise theme—keep them and never part with thes ; " they will

zjake you happy while you live, and cheer you'when—ydﬁf{ie.

*®



