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IN TREGENCE OF TIIE

CONYENTION OF SECEDING FREE MASONY,

\XD A YABT CONCOURSE OF THEIR FELLOW-CITIZENS, AT THE PR)S-
HVTERIAN CHURCH, IN THE VILLAGE OF LE ROY, N TH.F
COUNTY OF GENESEE, AND STATE OF NEW-YORE.

o BY SOLOMON SOUTHWICK,
President of the Convention, and once « Mark Master Mason. .
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* Ye have ploughed wickedness: yc_have resped iniguity: ye have
~aten the fruit nf%im.: because thou didst trust in thy way, m the mul-
tituda of thy mighty men, 'Thercfore shall a tumuit arise nmongst the
people, and all thy fortresses shall be spoiled, as Shalman spoiled Beth-
arhel in the day of battle.”—Hosxa x. 13, 1.
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relai’on to thy work, the folloRUy T CRE

n ‘ : vl E*ed by the
Magonic Ami-Masonic Convention, betore whdkias s delivered, viz.
“ Resolved unaninously, That the thanks of this Eavention, be pre-
sented to Solomon Southwick, for the masterly aif§§loquent address,
delivered yesterday, by appointment of this Convéntion, and that to
prevent the work from being garbled by the fraternity, oy its agents, he
be requested to secure & cupy right, and publish the same.”
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Northern District of New York, to wit:

BE I'T REMEMBERED, that on the thirtcenth day
of August, in the fifty-third ycar of the Independence of
e the United States of America, A. D, 1823, Solomon
Y Southwick, of the said district, hath deposited in this
g™ office the title of n book, the right whereof he claims as

e author, in the words following, to wit: *¢ An Oration :
delivered by appointment, on the fourth day of July, A. D. 1828, in
presence of the Con.cntion of Sccudqu Free-masons, and n vast con-
coursa of their fellow-citizeng, at the Presbyterian church, in the vil-
lage of Le Roy, in the county of Genenee, and state of Nesw-York. B[y;
Solomon Southwick, President of the Convention, and onco a Mar!
Master Mason.” ‘

‘* Ye bave ploughed wickedness: ye have reaped iniquity: ye have
eaten the fruit of lics: because thou didst trust in thy way, in the mul-
titade of thy mi?xtﬂ' men.  Therefore shall a temult arise amongst
the people, and all thy fortresses shall be spoiled, as Shalman spoiled
aisth-arbel in the day of battle.”—~Hosga x. 13, 14. -

In conformity to the act of the Congress of the United States, enti.
tled “.Anact for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies
of maps, charts, and baooks, to the authors and proprictors of such co-
ples, dgring the times therein mentioned;” and also, to the act entitled
*“ Auoct supplementary o an act entitled *An act for tho encourage.
ment of learning, by securing the copics of maps, charts, and books, to
the authorsaad proprictors ¢f such copies during the times thereinmen-
tioned,’ and exten inE the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, en-
£eaving, and etching historical and other prints.”

R. R. LANSING,
Clerk of the District Court of the Uniled Slates,
Jor the Northan Bistrict of New-York.
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Z“ORATION.

Byethren and Fellow Chtizens !

INevER did the sun rise on & prouder day than
this—for on this day shall cominence a new and a
zlorious era in the annals of our country. As the Pa-
triarchs and their fellow-patriots of the revolution, on
this day, fifty-three years past, unawed by tyrants and
their minions, bravely and magnanimously unfurled
the banner of NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE; so shall we,
their descendants, prompted by their noble and disin-
terested example, animated by their republican princi-
ples, cherishing their fame, and appealing for the pu-
rity of our motives to their sainted spirits in Heaven,
unfurl this day the banner of poMEsTIC FREEDOM, of
MUNICIPAL LAW and LiBErTY, without which, our inde-
pendence of foreign tyrants would dwindle into an
insigniticant and a worthless name.

We meet this day as the friends of freedom—the
disciples of humanity : But has freedoin been viola-
ted ? Has humanity been outraged? Has Tyranny
reared her head among us? Have the demons of aark-
ness and of barbarity perpetrated murder on the per-
son of a free citizen of this independent state? And
does the blood of that freeman cry in vam to the tni-
hunals of our country for justice! Do we realize inthe
voice of that innocent blood, the lamentation of Job—
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Belold I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard—1I cry
nloud, but there is no judgmen®y! '\3" :

I this be the case—if - the ghost of the ill-fated, the
martyred Morgan, walks unavenged among us—if his
murderers, and the secret sociely, by which they were
instigated, bid defiance to the arm of authority—If
they triumph in the weakness of the law, or the wick-
cdness of its ministers—ther: may we mourn over the
fallen pillars of our freedom; then may we lament the
tlight of justice, like that of Astrea, from this polluted
ecarth, to some fairer region : Then, indeed, 13 it time
tor us to recall to memory the heroic spint of our an-
cesiors, their toils, their sufterings, their trials, and
their triumphs on many a battle field: And then is it
time for us to repair to their tombs, leading cur sons
by the hand ; and like Hannibal, in his righteous zeal
against the oppressors of his country, adjure them, by
the tics of patriotism, and the sweets of liberty, to
swear on those hallowed sepulchres—ETERNAL 11A-
TRED TO ALL SECRET SOCIETIES

But I do not come here merely to tell you of the
past—I do not cone here to harrow up your souls
with the recollection of deecds of horror, committed
by the myrmidons of a secrel society, in violation of
vour laws and liberties; deeds, at the bare recital of
which, humanity shudders, bright-eyed mercy weeps,
and cven blcod-stained ferocity turns pale!

It cunnot be denied, however, that thedaring and utt-
paralleled attacks of a secret society, on the rights of
life, liberty and property—and the necessity of guard-
g against the repetition of such diabolical outrage:,
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have called us together this day ; Nor willit be deem-
ed impertinent, I trust, if I take advantage of the oc-
cosion, to show, that in all ages, so far as we are
taught bv history or tradition, secret associations, or
mysterious combinations, have been regarded by the
wise and the virtuous, as so many unnatural, dangerous
and destructive excrescences on the surface of soci-
cly.

Permit me, then, to crave your indulgence, whilst |
trace the origin, if not the consequences, of such
combinations; and depict the human jealousy, as well
as the divine indignation, with which they bave been
viewed, whenever and wherever they have raised their
sorgon heads, from the day that Satan combined witls
Ive to blast the felicity of Paradise, to that dark hour,
wheni his myrmidons of the Royal Arch Masomec
corps murdered, in cold blood, an innocent, unoffend-
ing citizen of this state! And to call to mind, at the
same time, how certain combinations of men, as well
as constitutional provisions of government, apparent.
ly connected with dark designs, have been received
at diftferent times by the wisest and most virtuous pa-
triols of our country—ivith what anxiety and alarm
they have beheld the vise or progress of any thing
Ltlie scerecy of design, or mysterious manugement, in
aite civil or political concerns ; saving only, that while
they have viewed with a jealous eye, and even loudly
censured, combiations comparatively harmless, they
were never roused, until startled by the appaling cries
of fire and of murder, by the torch of -the incendiary.

and the dagger of the assassin, to a sense of the cor-
1 *
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rupt nature, and dangerous tendency of the masonic
institution.

The oldest and the best book in possession of man-
kind, is full of allusions to the sinful works of mystery
and darkness, of fraud and deception, which charac-
{erised various secret and sclfish combinations, at the
different periods, when different portions of that im-
mortal production—that volume of ETERNAL TRUTH—
were penned by the Prophets of God, and the heaven-
ly light of inspiration.

The moment we open the sacred volume, we find
the pencil of the Holy Spirit pourtraying and unveil-
ing the deeds of darkness. We behold our first pa-
rents called from their sccret retreat, to account for
their delinquency 1n the presence of that God, whose
mandate one of them had secretly combined with Lu-
cifer to disobey—and from whose ull-secing eye they
had vainly attempted to conceal themselves. The
wily Serpent went secretly to work with Eve, to de-
spoil her of her innocence; and she, taught by her
arch deceiver, betrayed the secret to hier husband,
leading him, as she had been led, to disobey the con-
mand, and incur the displeasure of Jehovah: And
thus it was, that the first secret combination, on re-
cord, in the language of Milton, brought death into the
world, and all our wo !

Whenever, therefore, we hear the cunning, or the
deluded votaries of Free Masomyy, tracing the origin
of their Order to the page of Iloly Writ ; we cun re-
tort, with truth, that from the first to the last secret
combination, of which we have any record an {hat vo-
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Jume—from the day on which Satan and Eve plotited
the ruin of mankind, to that on which Judas betrayed
his Divine Master—they are all pourtrayed as 8o ma-
ny sinks of iniquity and corruption, either moral, po-
litical or religious.

-~.;yvas that a moral or a laudable combination, of
which a holy penmnan exclaims :(—O/! my soul, come
not thou into their secret ; unto their assembly mine ho-
nour be not thou united ; for in their anger they slew a
man, and in their self-will they digged down a wall.—
GEN, 49—60.

What 2 vivid picture 1s this, not only of the secret
combination, to which it originally applied, but of that
far famed convention of wolves in sheep’s clothing, that
motly congregation of bipeds in human shape, who
et at Stafford, in September 18206, to devise the
means of kidnapping Morgan and Miller; and of
burning (instead of “digging”) “down’ the “wall® of
a printing-oflice, which was supposed to contain their
mystic rolls, their unhaliowed, their hell-born secrets !
In their anger they slew ¢ man ; but though their * sel/-
will” was good, they did not burn “dewn a wall :”
For the Evil One, the Arch-Angel of spiritual ruin,
and moral desclation, does not always succeed in his
Jark de2igns. In this case it happened, that his myr-
midons were frustrated hy one of those providential
accurrences, by which the page of history, both sa-
cred and profane, i3 frequently illumined ; and which.
bear witness to an admiring world, of the bountiful
goodness, as well as the unerring wisdom of the Al-
mighty. Well may we exclaim, in the contémplafior
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of this event, that the wisdom of this world is feolishness
with God. He taketh the wise in therr own craftiness.
1 Cor. 3, 19. Erernar ProvipeEnce had decreed,
that Morgan should be sacrificed as a martyr to the
liberties of his country: to this purpose, though on a
iar more important.occasion, how appropriate, oncc
more, is the language, mscribed by the pencil of the
[loly Ghost, on the page of inspiration—Him being de-
livered by the determinale counsel and foreknowiedge of
God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified
and slam. Acts 2—23. Whilst, then, it was Mor-
GAN’s destiny to endure, I might rather say to enjoy,
s glorious martyrdom, MiLLer was to be preserved,
and was preserved, to tell the tale of horror, to rouse
s fellow-countrymen to a sense of their danger; in
the language of a prophet of God, to blow the cornet i
Gibeah, and the trumpet at Ramah ; and to ¢ry aloud
at Bethaven—that the people, far and near, might hear
his voice, and be prepared to defend their sacred
rights, to rescue their blood-bought liberties trom the
«rasp of a secrect society—a league of midnight con-
spirators, kidnappers and murderers, under the impo-
sing title of an ancient and an honourable frater-
nity ¥

= fletsreen this paragraph and that which follows it, I have omitted
ibirly manascript pages of the cration—but I shall introduce them in
a work which I hare written, and shall publish shortly, the Prnosrrcres
of wwhich the reader will find at tho ¢close of this pamphlet ; utid 1 shall

then explain the reason why they were omitted here. Ia Masoary
there are TRUEE PITINCT KROCKS given on certain oceasions. In my
Solemn IV arning, already published, this Oration, and the work above
mentioned, I shall have given the Order THREE DIsSTISCY RNOCKS,
which, with the blows they bave received, and will yct recetve, from
othér quarters, I sfncerely hope may knock them down, to rise ng more
Inr cYet-
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Time would fail me, were I equal to the task, to
trace the progress of Becrer SocieTies, from the
plains of Egypt, Judea and Palestine, through the Gre-
cian'and Roman republics and empires; and to de-
pict in their true colours, the evils which have invari-
ably flown from those dark and corrupt sources: Nor
can [ for the same reason, though the theme would
well suit the occassion, pursue the entire thread of
such combinations in modern Europe: But there 1s
one fact in their history, which is too striking, and too
full of instruction, to be overlooked. Whilst Free Ma-
sonry has ever been the most dangerous, the most
pernicious of them all,’ it has attracted the least suspi-
cion, and excited the least alarm, on the part of exther
the governments or the people of any nation.

The Casar and the Star Cuamser of Lingland,
whose proceedingz were conducted n secret, and
whose oppressive and pernicious influence, was wide-
ly and deeply felt, soon roused into action the free
spirit of our British ancestors, and could not withstand
the current of popular indignation. |

The Sranisn INnqQuisiTion, it is true, has had alon-
zer reign; but has not been the less an object of jea-
lousy and of hatred on the part of a large portion of
those states in which it has exercised its authority.
Between this dark and tyrannical conclave, and that
of Free Masonry, there has been a perpetual war,
upon the vulgar maxim, [ presume, that tico of a trade
can never agree. 'The Iligh Priest of the Inquisition,
surrounded by his racks and daggers; and the Great
Grand High Priest of the Black Bannered Fratermty,
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with Holiness to the Lord inscribed on his mitre, and
VENGEANCE emblazoned on his breast-plate, have
long been rivals in the trade of trick and deception:
have long contended in the dark for the supremacy of
the European states; have long ran the race of im-
quity in the fields of pious fraud and midnight conspi-
racy ; and whichever of them may finally triumph on
foreign ground, may the Lord, of his infimte mercy,
preserve our beloved country from the fangs of either.

The Illuminati of Germany, and its next of kin, the
Jacobin societies of France, were the sources of
wide-spread iniquity and corruption; and these, io-
gether, by finally leaguing with Free Masonry, reach-
ed the ne plus ultra of turpitude and crime—TRAsSON
AND MURDER NOT EXCEPTED—brought one of the mnild-
est and most virtuous of Princes, that the annals of
Monarchy had ever known, to the guillotine ; and gave
to atheism, anarchy and confusion, the reins of em-
vire, and the plenitude of mad misrule, and malignant
and despotic power. But for the malign influence of
these dark and mysterious combinations, France, in-
stead of becoming an aceldema—instead of seeing her
lields blighted by carnage, the streets of her cities
running with blood, and the vultures preying upon the
lesh of her unburied dead—instead of seeing the re-
iurn of her ancient Monarchy, in its most rigid forms
—inight at this day, perhaps, have enjoyed the mild
sway of a reformed governmeni—a government limit-
ed 1n its powers by the acknowledged sovereignty of
'he people, and restrained by constitutional prescrip-
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tions from overleaping the bounds of Justxce, equily
and moderation.

- Let us now revert to certain periods in our own
history, and inquirc into the temper and disposition
with which certain societies, plans and propositions.
not masonic, but supposed to have been pregnant with
secresy and design, have been received among us.

The first society, which created suspici.n or alarn,

as to its supposed secret and dangerous designs, was
that which sprung up at the close of the revolution,
composed of officers of the revolutionary army, and
called by its founders the Order of Cincinnati. No
sooner was this society announced, than the minds of
many were agitated with fears and suspicions that it
aimed at the creation of a nobility, the establishment
of a government founded on the inequality of mankind.
and subversive of that hiberly for which the revolution
was entered into.  In vaun did the advocates of this

military combination, or order, appeal to the people for
the purity of their motives, and the propriety of theiv
designs : In vain did they disavow the principles im-
puted to them : in vain did they protest, that their only
object was to brighten and strengthen the chain of
fricndship, to cement the bonds of brotherhood, form-
ed amid the toils and dangers of the revolution : Fop
the jealousy of freemen, once roused, 1s not to be al-
layed but by the clearest explanations, or the entire
extinetion ofthe cause or causes which have excited
it. On this occasion, it was not allayed, although
Jaurel-crowned warriors, and popular orators and fa-
vorites, came forward to explain and defend the mo-

e B }
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(ives and the aim of the Cincinnati. On the ground
of their merits, the most eloquent appcals were made
to the people. They were 3justly represented as the ..
eallant military leaders of the revolution. Their
swords had gleamed in battle from a hundred hills,
and as many vallies had resounded with their shouts
of victory ov death—death or liberty! The dungeons
of the Sugar House, and of the Old Jersey Prison ship,
had ocheed and re-echoed to their groans, when op-
pressed by hunger, thirst, disease, and the pestifcrous
efMuvia of a confined atmosphere. 'The frozen plains
of Abraham, and the burning sands of Monmouth, had
drank their blood, freely and profusely shed te secure
the liberties of their country,  Such were their perils,
their sufferings, and their services : And what was
their character? It was that of high-minded, honow-
able men.  ‘They were not, it s true, the WasiiNe-
roNs—Ifor we have never had-—we never can have~—.
but one Washington—ryet he, the matchless hero and
sagey, was among them—he was their leader: Fol-
lowing in his train, as the members of this heroic band,
werc such men as Greene, Gates, Pinckney and lHa-
miiton, men without fear and without reproach: And
yet such men were not to be implicitly trusted by es-
lightened freemen. Virtuous precaution, as well as
sreen-eyed jealousy, imputed secret designs, of n
baneful tendency, to their association. 'The cry of
Aristocracy, Nobility, Military Usurpation, and Mo-
narchy, was raised against them: Nor, I repeat it,
wag this clamour confined to the illiterate multitude,
or to unprincipled and selfish demagogues—but it
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came from the lips of the most virtuous and venerable
sages—and the pens of more than one such were em-
‘ployed in portraying the anticipated evilg of this new-
born and courtly Order. Among others, the elogquent

Adanus Burke, of South-C aroling, a distinguished ac--

tor in the revolution, pronounced it « the modern Pan-
dora,” ihe “hydra—headcu monater,” and lhikened it to
the famous Trojun Horse, from whose bowelg were to
1ssue the myrmidmys of tyranny*and déspotism, ready
armed, to seize upon the citadel of our liberties, and
trample in the dust the.glorious {ruits of the rwolut;ml
‘The blaze of s cloquumc scorchéd and nipped in
the bud, this military combination—and {rem the day
' of its birth, to the present time, it has been withering
in-the shade of popular neglect. It is now rarely

heard of—although the probability 1g, that the feavrs of
Mr. Burke and his co-patriots were “extravazant, it

not groundless,

The next question, which agitated the minds of sur
. countrymen, in rclation’to secret plang or? combina-
tions, was started at the birth of our federal constitu-
tion.  When that instrument was first proposed by the
Iederal Lom Lnﬁon of 1787, it contained, as it stij\
docs, o pwnswn, that cach House of Congress should

Feep, and publish, from tine to time, a Journal_qj;l_ta ;,m— ..
ceedings, gueepting such paris as might, in their judg-

ment, require sccrecy.  [See Art. 1, sec. 5.]

In relation to this article, authorizing Congress to
close thmr doorg, . to shut out tflcmconst;tuents from
witnessing their proceedings, and so far tosimitate «
Papal or Masonic conclave, the _]LB.IQLISY gf ourscoun-*
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trymen was evinced in various shapes, and through
various and numerous channels. I heared a venerable
patriot of the revolution read this article to a circle of
men like himself; andthe general exclamation of those
virtuous and unsophisticated men—(we had not then
seen the chicanery and management which have dis-
tinguished later times)—was decidedly against the ar-
ucle. Fhat, said they, closed doors ! Secret conclaves !
Is this 1ehat we have betn fighting for? We may as well
vevive the Star Chamber, or send for the Pope and his
holy Inquisitors! But the opposition to this clause of
secrecy was not confined to private or bar-room cir-
cles. It appeared in newspaper essays, ia the reso-
lutions of popular meetings, in pulpit declamation, and
parliamentary debate, especially in the several state
conventions, called to deliberate on the adoption of the
federal constitution. 1 speak of those debatesin ge-
neral, from recollection ; but if 1 had thew all before
me, it would not comport with the limits within which
I must confine mnyself on this oceasion, to quote the
opimons of 1any of the sages and patriots of thusc
deliberative assemblies, who opposed the proposition
for clothing Congress with the power of, changing
themselves into a secret cabal, instead of an open and
undjsguised representation of the people. 1 shall,
therefore, confine myself to abjections, made by twe
distinguished members of the Virginia Convention :
* And here I raust do Virginia the justice to say, that al-
though I believe she has pertinaciously sought to con-
trol the policy of the Union; yet to the Iabours of
Tier learned auen, to their g:znius, their virtue, and thei

-
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patriotism, are we indebted for the ablest illustrations
of our civil and political institutions, and the most
zealous and successful efforts to sustain and haml
them down to posterity. What, then, said her Demos-
thenes, her Patrick Henry, to this clause of secrecy in
our federal charter.

“The proceedings in the northern conclave,” said
Mr. Henry, € will be hidden from the yeomanry of this
country: for they are not to publish such parts as they
think require secrecy: they may think, and will think,
the whole requiresit. Another beautiful feature of this
constitution is, the publication, from time to time, of
the receipts and expenditures of the public money.—
This expression, from time o time, is very indefinite
and indeteriminate : it may extend to a century : Grant
that any of them are wicked; they may squander the
public money so as to ruin you; and yet this expres-
sion will give you no redress. [ say, they may ruin
. you; for where, sir, 1s the respensibility 7 The yeas
and nays will show you nothing, unless they be fools
as well as knaves, for having wickedly trampled on
the nghts of the people, they would act like fools in-
deed were they to publish and divulge their iniquity,
when they haveit equally in their power to suppress i,
and conceal 1. [ Virginia Debates—Richmond Edi-
tion, 1805—~p. 53.1 .

In & subscquent speech, Mr. Hemry said—* give us
at least a plausible apology, why Congress should keeys
thetr proceedings in secref.  They have the power of
keeping them secret as long as they please; for the
provision for a periodical publication is too inexplicit
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and ambiguous to avail any thing. ‘I'he expression,
from tine to time, as I have more than once observed,
admits of any extension. They may cary on the most
wicked and pernicious of schemes, under the davk veil of
secrecyy. ‘'The libertics of a people never were, nor
ever will be secure, when the transactions of their ru-
lers may be concealed from them. The most iniqui-
tous plots may be carried on against their liberty and
happiness.”

‘This was the language of Patrick Henry, than whom
a more undaunted, eloquent or virtuous defender of the
liberties of his country, and the rights of mankind, has
never risen in the councils of the Union. e sleeps
in the dust; but let us listen to the voice from his
tomb, which warns us to beware of the works of
darkness,

Mr. Jason, if not so distinguished, at least as ho-
nest and as zealous as M:. Henry, in the cause of ci-
vil liberty, in allusion to the same clause, said—* This
enables them to keep the negociations about treaties
secret.  Under this veil they may conceal any thing and
every thing.”

In contrasting the power thus claimed, with that
granted in the old ccnfederation, the same gentleman
said—* The words of the confederation are, in this
respect, more cligible. The proceedings, by that sys-
tem, are to be published monthly, except certain ex-
ceptions. These are proper guarés. It is not so
here. On the contrary, they may conceal what they
please. Instead of giving information, they will produce
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suspicion, You cannot discoverthe advocates of thei
iniquitous acts,”*  Ibid. p. 287. '

But Patrick Henry and his colleague, did not stand
alone. Many were the virtuous, able and eloguént
statesmen of that day, who advanced similar senti-
ments against conferring on the constituted authori-
tics of the federal government, any power whatever
to be exercised in secret. It may suit the genius of
Monarchy, or Despotism, to conceal their dark de-
signs—but a free and enlightened people, and a just
admimstration, disdain all works of darkness, all se-
crecy and concealment, Every honest man carries
a_window n his breast. The vicious, the unorin-
cipled man, only, wishes to hide the workings of his
heart: And =20 ought every free and honest govern-
ment to throw open its doors at all times, and have no
secrets, no corrupt designs, or mysteries of iniquity
whatsoever.

=inultaneously, or nearly so, with the federal con-
shiution, was the establishment of the society in Neyy-
Yorl, known hy the name of the Order of Saint Tam-
inrmy !—for 1t seemns, with all the pretensions of our
people to repualicanism, 100 many among them henker
attey Orders,  The Order of Saint Tammany, as an
Ametican instuution, wag not only a novelty, but quite

* flow {ercibly does this appiy to Lie advocates of thewbduction and
murder of Morgan, who are concealed, ns well as the perpetrators of
those crimes, under the dark veil of the Masonie Roval .dreh Chapter.
Now and then, it is true, a weak brother betruys his own cloven foof—
but the grand movers in that hellish transaction are stili behind an im-
penctrable veil—impenetrable for the presant—but the day is not far
distant, when all shall be known, Ereaxar Justice never sleeps~-

neves fails to oveatake the tyrant or the monster, who sheds ihpocent
hlood.

I %
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anomalous. Its founders, having just emerged fromn
the revolution, and still perhaps warm with the whig
feelings of that conflict, could not condescend to bor-
row Saint Andrew, Saint George, or Saint Patrick,
from the Roman calendar. A British Saint was no
better 1n their eyes than George the Third, or even Lu-
cifer himself. They therefore sugely concluded to
metamorphose a Saint from a Savage and a heathen
Warrior ! 'The unsophisticated natives of the forest
were no doubt laghly tickled with this sage compli-
ment to aborniginal piety, and wc may presume thank-
ed the Tammany Sachems for their liberality as much
as they admired them for their wisdom! Butbe this as
it may, there were not wanting shrewd observers, and
honest patriots, who suspected the sons of Suint Tam-
many of political designs, which they were willing to
conceal from the public eye, and which they intended
to cover with the mantle of their Pagan Warrior, con-
verted, for the occasion, into an American Suint !
Others, again, not suspicious, considered the Zumma-
ny Order merely as the offspring of national vanity, of-
(en a laudeble, it not always a harmless spirit; and as
a well directed compliment to the natives, the sachems
and sagamores of the Indian tribes: and with these
its calumets, beads, and buck-tails created neitlier
jealousy nor alarm. The sons of Saing Tammany,
however, have not confined themsclves to their beads
- and their buck-tails. ‘The Order, if it was not at first
80 intended, has long since become a polifical, and
no doubt in some respects & secret, conclave. In
more ways, than one, I venture to agsert, it has had a
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malign influcnce on our political concerns: It has
been made use of to elevate or depress individuals,
without regard to principle, Many a darkintrigue has
heen engendered by its leaders, in secret, before they
have called together their deluded votanes, to set them
in motion, [ts halls have frequently been converted
into dens of faction and turbulence ; and it 18 undoubt-
¢dly a dangerous engine of unprincipled ambition, a
corrupt and corrupting fungus on the body politic,
After the establishment of this mischievous Order of
Saint Tammany, we do not perceive that the subject
of secret or factious societies agitated the public mind,
till the arrival of the first minister from the I'rench
{lepublic, the celebrated, and I may justly add, highly
sifted GENeT. 'T'o him we owe the establishment ot
what were called the Democratic Societies. These
spring up as rapidly, under the auspices of their il-
lustrious progenitor, as the fabled arinics of Cadmus;
and from New-Ilampshire to Georgia the Union re-
sounded with the clamour of their devotion to the
principles of liberty and equality, and their sympathy
tor the republicans of the old world. Like the Cin-
cinnati, they professed to have no object in view- but
the public good, and nothing so much at heart as to
keep alive the flame of liberty kindled in the revolw
tion. It was soon percerved, however, by men of sa-
gacity, that cne prominent object of these societies
was, to swerve the country from its neutral position,
at that ime essential to its salvation, and inveolve it in
the herrors of war, in order to promote the views of
Irance.  In this respect they became objects of sus-
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picion and jealousy, not only to their political oppo-
nents; but, as I well recollect, to many sound and
incorruptible members of the Democratic party. Se-
veral of these expressed to metheir fears, that these so-
cieties would become the source of great public and
private mischiet; that they would not only involve the
country in war, but be made_use of to proscribe and
oppress individuals, and finally subvert public liberty.
That they perplexed the administration of Wasnine-
ToN, and alarmed him seriously for the neutrality and
peace of the country, is certain: And that matchless
statesinan, therefore, viewed them with a jealous eye;
and seriously deplored their existence as so many po-
litical nuisances; so many hot-beds of intrigue and
faction; affording te bad inen the means of gratifving
their lawless ambition, at the expense of their coun-
try’s yuin.

The next cffort of that restless spirit—that hanker-
ing after something novel—which so universally -
<cte mankind—and which, when properly directed, is
productive of good—vas the rise and progress, for a
while, of that legitimate child of faction, christened by
its wod-fathers, The Washington Benevolent Sociely.—-
Borrowing the name of the illustrious hero of the revo-
lution, and putting on the mask of the heaven-born
<pirit of benevolence, the founders of this secret asso-
ciation—for such 1t was—calculated to draw largely
on popular credulity, and to put off their sham politi-
cal virtue at the polls, in exchange for the substantial
lienours and emoluments of a free government : byt
finding the speculation not equal to their sanguine ex-

Y
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pectations, because FrRee Masonry had already got pos-
scssion of the vantage ground in the walks of dark and
scerel INTRIGUE, CORRUPTION and mMoNoroLy, the socie-
ty finally yiclded up the ghost, and expired without a
groan, No tear was shed for its dissolution~—no mo-
nument erected to its memory—and were it not for the
brief notice which my theme demands of me to be-
stow upon it, I should be the last to disturb its ashes,
or invade its repose, amid the relics of faction, and
unhallowed ambition.

The next prominent, if not consecutive combina-
tion, which reared its hydra-head among us, w2s that
very short lived, but portentous body, talled Tur
Hartrorp ConveEnTiON. This conclave, which was
truly a secret one in its designs—(at least in the de-
signs of a portion of it)—rosz like a comet, with its
blazing -train, in the political horizon, threatening
disturbance to the peace, and striking terror into the
councils of the nation, which before its alarming ad-
vent were sufficiently embarrassed and distracted by
the pressure of forcign war, and the rancour of do-
mestic factions. The alarm it occasioned was con-
tagious, wide-spread, and serious—but whether ow-
g to the discordant views of its own members-—the
repercussive energy of the administration—the fidehi-
{y ot the people—or to these three-fold causes combin-
cd, 1 shall not undertake to say : certainitis, however,
the alarmm was as short-lived as it was fearful-—and
that conclave which threatened so much, and exeeu-
ted so Litle, passed off like some of its predecessors
m the works of darkness, if not of treason, with nonc

Sy
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but British adherents to shed a tear to its memory, and
British blue lights to throw a pale glimmenng on its
way to the shades of oblivion. FREE Masonry, it is
asserted, was the nursing-mother of that conspiracy—
but be this as it may, it failed so completely as to
plunge itsprogenitors and supporters into political. ob-
scurity, while honest and enlightened men of all par-
ties rejoiced, and still rejoice, that its 1mpotency was
as conspicuous, as the folly, if not depravity of its de-
s1gns was undoubted. It is due to truth, however, to
say, that the views of a portion of this conclave were
neither politically criminal, nor justly censurable:
while those of another portion were highly so. It
was, I believe, owing to the virtue and patriotism ot
a HiLLHouskg, that this political monster, which . had
its birth in corruption, and was brought forth in iniqui-
ty. did but live to “strut its brief hour upon the stage,”
making its exit amid the hisses and contempt of the
honest multitude, who, with all their supposed cullabi-
lity, can perceive pretty clearly the difference between
sincerity and jesuilism, and are never long at a loss,
when put fairly onthe scent, in detecting the wolf in
sheep’s clothing, or the ass in the lion’s skin. 'They may
be assured they have still need of all their watchful-
ness, Many 2 dark intriguer lurks among us in the
garb of patriotism; many a pretender has put on the
mantle of republicanism. But let the mock patriot
fancy himself concealed from the penetrating glance
of his country; let the hypocrite, who cries wolf, when
- he is the most ravenous wolf himself, forbear to trem-
ble at the thought of human exposure—vet there is an
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all-seeing eye that searches the hearts of men, and
will in due time unfold their hidder recesses, and ex-
pose their corruptions to the scorn of humanity, and
the scourgs of eternal justice.

But there is still, or rather there was, a certain de-
scription of dark and deceptive combinations, which
ought not to be forgotten on this occasion. I allude
to those SEcRET cAucussEs, by which, in times past.
so much political mischief has been engendered.—
Those dark and intriguing conclaves, in which nei-
ther merit, talent, nor public services, were made the
test by which to select candidates for office ; in whose
deliberations the question was not, how much pnvatc
and public virtue, but how much and what kind of
party spirit animated the breast of the candidate—
those pernicious hot-beds of intrigue and corruption
have partially at least passed away: Let us rejoice in
their downfall—and let us pray at the same time, that
the Order of the Indian Chief, the heathen Saint Tam-
many, with its beads and its buck-tails, may speedily
{ollow them to the tomb of oblivion.

We shall all, I believe, agree, that the sECRET soci-
ETIES, MYSTERIOUS COMBINATIONS, and DARK DESIGNS
(if such they be or have been) which 1 have pointed
aut, EXCLUSIVE oF FREe Masoxry, have been well
calculated to excite the suspicion and alarm of free-
men, laudably jealous of their rights, and sensible that
those rightaare to be preserved only by uncegsing, and
eternal vigilance, 1

Ia it not, then, it 18 hich time to ask, a matter, not
merely of surprise, but rather of astomisliment and



24

wonder, that while those combinations, those plans or
propositions, which were of such modern, and appa-
rently innocent origin, and which may all have been
innocent in themselves, called forth from so many
(uarters so much suspicion and alarm; there was at
the same time taking a deep rooi, and assuming a
giant growth among us, a SECRET COMBINA-
TION, a confessedly MYSTERIOUS SOCIETY,
of the most dangerous character, and the most perni-
cious tendency !~—a society, of which we may well
exclaim, in the language of the beloved disciple of our
L.orp Jesusg, that she is the MOTHER of HARLOTS, and
asoMINATIONS of the earTH! What a striking and
full-length portrait, indecd, do these words convey of
the masonic Order: IPor we must bear in mind not
only the abominations, the sinful and soul-dawmning
rites and ceremonies of the Craft—but we must re-
collect, that Free Musonry is the only Institution, which
has spread over the whole surface of the moral and
intellectual world, both civilized and uncivilized. So
vigilant and persevering 13 the great enemny of our
souls, that this hand-maid, if not offspring of hell, has
tairly, or rather foully out-stripped Chiristianity, that
heaven-descended, heaven-restoring system, in it
earthly career. She has planted her scarlet banners,
her banners dipped in blood, on different and far dis-
tant shores, and has borne them triumphantly over
‘Jmmense regions, where, to this day, the name of our
blessed Redeemer is not even known! Yes, while the
glad-tidings of the gospel of salvation, have reached
but a limited portion of the known world; where, let
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me ask, is the region, upon which she has not poured
out her abominations !

Is it not, then, I rcpeat the question—for it isa
deeply serious and important one-—both a MoraL and
a POLITICAL PHENOMENON, that while those compara-
tively harmless associations and designs, whose his-
tory 1 have briefly sketched, alarmed us so much for
the =afely of our republican institutions, this deadly,
dark and secret combination, this real * MYSTERY oF
iNviQuiTy,”? exeited neither suspicion nor alarm.  Yes,
fellow-citizens, while we dared not to trust the men
who had shed their blood for us on the field of battle;
whose patriotism had never been suspected, whose
honour we had never known to be tarnished, and
whose moral habits were untainted 5 while we dared
not trust our legally constituted authorities, thougl
acting under the solemnity of an oati, and bound by
it {o prescrve our constitutional rights and privileges
inviolate : while indeed with the vigilance of the Ro-
man vestals, we were guarding our INFaxT Linerty
at the vestibule of her temnple; a venomous and a wily
scerpent had erept unpereeived into her sanctuary, and
erasping her fuir form within its gigantic folds, would,
but for the divine interposition, have struck its poison-
ous and deadly fangs decp mto her vitals.

This SERPENT—this MONSTER—s the mys-
terious Order of Free Musonry: thisis the monster—
this i3 the serpent, that had beguiled the founders, and
the nursing-fathers of ihie revolution—that had nearly
despoiled our political Llpex—that if it had not been

dctected in its ravages, would ere long have caused
3
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ug, as its prototype did the inmates of Paradise, 1o
deprecate, in the anguish of our souls, the hour when
we suffered it to steal, like a thief in the night, into the
citadel, the bulwark, of our freedom.

Lect us, then, brethren and fellow-citizens, {rom this
day forward, no longer cnquire when or where this
hiydra-headed monster had its birth: For whether we
trace it to the dark dens of idolatry, among the Jews
and the Persians, or seek for it in the Pythagorean or
Kegyptian mysteries: Whether we derive it from the
building of Babel, or of Solommon’s Temple: Whether
it came down to us from the Lleusinians of Greece, or
the caverns of the British Druids :# Whetlier we owe

* In pursuing the subject of PRUIDICAT cUsToMs, we find in them
acveral striking resemblances to Free Masonry. The Druids taught all
their science %y rote. The Free Masons teich their contemptible

uackery in the same way. 'The youth who pained admission into the
3ruidicair schools, took an oath, in which they solemnly swore never to
reveal the mysteries which they should there learn. 'I'he Entered Ap-.
prentices in Masonry commence with a similar oath. ‘I'he Druids as-
sembled in groves, in the mpost obscure recesses of hills or vallies. If
we turn to Mo *s book, we find in the third section of the lecture
on the Entered Apprentice’s Degree, the following question and answer,
viz. Q. Where did our ancient brethren meet before lodges were
erected T A. On the highest hills and in the lowest vales: then fol-
Jows the reason why they met thus: And if we turn to Croges’s Masonie
Charts, page $th, wefind the picture of a hill with the craft thereon as-
sembled, and undernecath that, the picture.of a valley, with the craft as-
sembled therein; seven human figures in each cane, that being the num.
ber necessary totorm alodge. 1 will barely add, that Cross’s bauk is
a masonic work, recommended to the patronage of the fraternity, by
1}r Wirt CLinToy, in his official capacity as General Grand fii h
Priest, &c. The truthof Morgan's baok, throughout, iv confirmed b
these Masonic Charfs. 'The fraternity. therefore, mustnow go to wor
and suppress Cross’y Charts, or thousands of them must stand convict-
ed by the bighest masonic testimony, that of De Witr Crixton, and
twenty or thirty othier masonic dignitaries, of having told as many gross
falsehoods, when they have asserted that Morgan’s book was not true.
But Crosa’s work cannot be suppressed-—for 1 havea copy in my pocses.
sion, which I was advised to gurchaﬂe by a Iigh Priest of the Order,
who thiuks and feels as I do, but dare not come out apenly at present;
and who advised me to buy it, ““because” ashesaid ** the Charts proved
the teuth of Morgan’s Hustrations;”” swhich, on examination, I found to
be the case; so that without recurring to the testimony of men, like
myself, who bave seceded from Masonry, and are called perjured ¢:ai.
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it to the JHan of the Mountain, the fumous, or rather
most infamous father of the Syriac Order of Assassins ;
or tothe more modern Scolch JMystics and Murderers of
York : Whether, indeed, we find, that ancient idola-
try and superstition werein reality IFrce Masonry 5 or
that Free Masonry has borrowed its bloody code, and
its blasphemous rites and ties from ancient 1dolatry
and superstition : Whether, in short, any onc, or nei-
ther of these propositions, be true ; one thing i1s cer-
tain, that I'ree Masonry is equally wicked and worth-
less, equally destitute of true charity, benevolence, pa-
triotism, orality and religion : She is still like the
whited sepulchre, or the sodom apple, fair without,
but foul within.

'That I have justly likened Free Masonry to the ser-
pent of Eden, the author, in a spiritual sense, of the
ruin of our race, cannot be denied; for its moral and
political ravages, wwould have beenas wide-spread and
as fatal, as the spiritual havoc and ruin, oceasioned
by the malign eftorts of its ancient prototype, had not
the sacrifice of the martyred Morcax been destined by
Almighty Wisdom and Divine Goodness, to open our
cyes to the dark and sinuous windings, the wily and
treacherous machinations, the steady, foul and deadly
aim, with which it was moving onward to blast for
ever the fruits of our revolution, and prostrate in the
dust the proud pillars of our liberty ! Let us not, then,
once more I beseech you, fellow-citizens, stop to cn-

tors, villains, recreants, &c. by the Noodles,the reader, if ke chuse to
do it, may satisfy himself of the truth of Morgan's work, on the antho-
rity of a masonic author, who still stands high in thg ranks of NOO-
DIRISM—the Right Worshipful Jeremy L. Cross, Grand Liecturer.
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quire when and where it origiﬁatcd, or from whenece
it came hither.  Be it the monstrous offxpring of carth
or ot hell—of heaven we know it cannot be--let us
look only to its character and designs, as developed
tn the mobocratic and: criminal outrages at Batavia,
and the still more criminal, the bloody consumination
of those outrages, at ForlNViagara ; and let us deter-
mine this day to wipe the stain ol its horrible oaths
trom our souls, and burst its iniquitous bonds asun-
der.

I could go onand recite the history of its triumiphs
and its defeats, or degradations—Iits corruptions and
its crimes. I could show it under proscription, and
justly so, in Holland in 1735—in France 1 the reign
of Lewis the XV, in 1737—at Rome by Clement’s
bull of excommunication in 1638, afterwards revived
by Benedict the X1V.—and at Berne, by the Council,
in 1748—besides numerous other and later acts of
denunciation, brought upon it in Europe, by its dark
and mischievous political intrigues, and attempts to
usurp the governments, which were thus driven to the
necessity of proscribingit, in order to.save themselves,
I could tell of its daggers in the hands of the French
Jacobins: of its dangerous ascendency in the British
Parliament, where it had the pernicious influence ex-
pressly to exempt itsclf from the severity of the statute
against secret societies and treasonable combinations.
[ could, with Barruel and Robi=on, trace its diabolical
Trinity of German desperadoces, Wersnaver, Knicor
and Zowack, through the dark mazes of midnight con-
spiracy, 1a those horrible dens, where they meditated
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the overthrow of all’ government, and all religion, but
such as their own demoniac and wild imaginations
should dictate. I could show its iufernal myrmidon
drugging the bowl of Buonaparte; and the dark and
bloody heralds of its vengeance pursuing the foot-
steps of Alexander, of Russia, to that solitary and
wild frontier of hiscmpire, where they dispatched hun,
according to order, and with their asual skill and dex-
terity, which never failed of complete success, until
Morgan’s cries of murder were heard af night in the
village of Canandaigua'—All this, and much more, I
could spread before you in detail: but a crisis has ar-
rived, when this detail is out of date—a erisis, in
which we cannot stop to imitate the wife of Lot, when
she paused to turn and look back upon the vices and
the crimes, and the consequent sudden ruin and deso- -
lation of Sodom and Gomorrah! ¥We must now look
to the future only—and with one united voice, with
hearts and hands combined, determine to crush the
monster, and banish for ever its memory {rom among
us.

But although I shall forbear to give the history, in
detail, of the past fortunes, vices and crimes of Free
Masomry; I shall nevertheless seize the present op-
portunity to prove that man-slaying or murder has
been the resort (as it is undoubtedly the law) of the
Order, whenever it has conceived murder necessary
to prevent its vile, weak, and wicked mysteries.from
coming to light. I shall prove this, too, by MasoNIc
TESTIMONY ; by a witness who, I presume, did not so

much as dream, when inadvertently committing him-
3
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sclt upon this subject—and a gross madvericnee on
his part it undoubtedly was—that he would be brought
up this day, and on this occasion, to scal and con-
firm, by his own showing, all that has been charged
upon the Order, 1n relation to its bloody code. This
witness is the Editor of the Paictucket Chronicle, a
man who has distinguished himself by bhis editorial
labours to disprove the murder of Morgan, and ta
east odium upon all who have expresszed their beliel
m it, or aimed at bringing its perpetrators to punish:-
ment.s* .

But even this editorial champion, with all his inge-
nuity and sagacity, has, in a heedless moment, betray-
ed the cloven foot of the Grder. In his paper of the
12th of April last, he furnishes an account of the ini-
tiation of a Female Jilason, (a rare bird it is to be hop-
ed,) which took place at New-Market, in Ireland.—
This was no less a personage, than Miss IHeyes,
daughter of Lord Doneraile, and afterwvards Mrs, Ald-
worth, well known in the volite circles of her country,
and who died at New-Market in 1810. It appears
that when a young lady, she had the temenrity, as well
as curiosity, to conceal herself ina Lodge-Room. 1In
this situation, to use the words of the narrator, she

. Th_nugh‘nll good citizens wish to see the just laws of their country
Wieh 0 52 Morgans murdecers, exceuted. 1 thove. delnded” mon
would only come out openly, confess the crime, and acknowledge the
truth, that the erime flowe] from thie obligations and principles of the
craft, as I knnw that it did—thea I, for one, and 1 believe the whole

Anti-Masonic corps, wounld join in recommending the Legislature to
graut them = full pardon. It 1s to destroy the infernal institution—for

an infernal institution it is—which led them to commit such a crime,
that 1 lahour—and not te hurt the deluded individuals whao belong to it:
although many of them have threatened my life, and some of them would,

£o doabt takee it if they bad an opportanity to do 20 with impunily.
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“actually witnessed the awful and mysterious cerc-
mony of the two first degrees!™ Inany train of events
| thought there could he only one first step; but Free
Masonry, we perceive, takes the same license with
erammatical science, that it does with law and liber-
ty. Butlet us follow the narrator.

“Heringuisitivencss,” he continues, *being gratitied, fear took pos.
session of her fratne; she sought in vain to escape unperceived. The
ceremony was not yet cnntlu:ied, and the room being a large one, she
resolved toeffect her escape by cautiously passing through the solemn
mysterious chamber !

“ With alight aod trembUling step,alinost breathless, she glided alons
unob rved by the Lodze, apilied her hand to the lock, aud gently
opening the door, before herstond 2 grim and surly Tyler, with his
rword unsheathed, and pninted at ber breast.  Her shriek« afarmed the
Lodge, whohastened to the door, and ascertaining from the Tyler that
she End been in the ranm durin g the ceremony., they, in their paroxysm
of rage and alarm, RESOLVED UPON HER INSTANT DEATH:
but feom the woving and carnest supplication of her younger brother,
her life seas apared, an condition ef her receiving the Two FiRsT [the
PIRsT Two it shonld be) degress, which had been just conferred. and
which she had so imprudently witncssed. ‘To this she immediately as-
septed: and thus was this beautiful and ternfied vousg creature con.
itneted through trials which have Leen known, in some instances, teo
creat for thie more emboldened and rezolute to sustain.”

'These are the very words of a masonic writer, and
adopted by at least two masonic editors.  The narra-
tor then proceeds to give a sketch of Mrs, Aldworth's
character; to show whatan excellent Free oMason she
made; with what dignity she presided over her lodge,
which she frequently headed in the streets of New-
Market and Cork, in masouie order of procession,
scated in an open phaeton; and how liberal shie was
to the craft; so much so, that “a distressed brother
never quitted her splendid mansion UNRELIEVED,” But
dia.nissing the lady’s musonic virfues—let me ask, du
we want stronger prool, than 1s here exhibited by ma-
sons themselves, that pEsTIS I8 the inecttable portion, ac-
cording (o masonic luc, of all who betray masontc secrets ?
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Here we have an unequivocal masonic admission,
that a very beautiful and highly accompiished young
woman, the ornament and pride of her vwn sex, and
the admiration of ours, with all her innocence, youth
and beauty, would have been inhumanly and barbar-
ously murdered, had she not assented to the condition
of receiving the first two degrees of Free JHusonry!
'The man who gives currency to this confession, has
more than once held me up to the public as labouring
under intemperance, insanity, or malignity, because 1
professed my belief in the murder of Morgan, through
masonic vengeance, and acknowledged my conviction,
that Free Masonry had become a dangerous engine
of dark and despotic power. Had we no other evi-
dence but this inadvertent and ill-timed admission of
a member of the {raternity, that Miss Hayes woula have
been murdered, if she had not consented to take the
degrees, and the oaths which belong to them—wve
should be convinced hy 1t alone, that the ill-fated
Wirtian Morcan was murdered because he had at-
tempted, by a frank and honest disclosure, to wipe the
stain of those oaths from his soul; and thus to escape
the terrors and the pangs of eternal misery; the ever-
lasting stings of the worm that never dies.

The ill-fated Morgan, did I say? The cxpression
requires to be weighed. If the gratitude of republicans
has crected a monument to Warren for his martyr-
dom at Bunker-Ilill:—If to WasumiNgToN we more
than owe one for the revolution of 1776 - —If JerFFER-
so~ deserves onc for the Declaration of Independence :
—If CLiNToN already has a magnificent, a stupendous
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one, in the imperishable and mighty work which con-
neets the waters of Lirie with the Atlantic wave :—
Justly, it not equally, entitled, is WiLLiam Monrcax, to
the same posthumous honour, for his last noble and
daring dee:d, whicli he sealed with Ins blood, tosecure
to ug, and to our posterity, that precious liberty which
othervise might have been lost for ever.  The theme
is o lofty, as well as a mclancholy one, and far beyond
the reach of my feeble imagination : but justice to the
sacred causein which 1 amn engaged, demands of me
to vindicate the memory of the man, who dared to do
a deed, which none clse dared to do—the man who

~dared to rend the veil of the Temple of Yolly end

Fraud, of Bribery and Corruption, of Malice and Mur-
der, of Treason and Blasphemy—though morally cer-
tain that his life would be the forfeit to his virtue. His
life I am not called upon to rehearse, though 1 shall
do it at a future day; but briefly to sketch his charac-
ter, and vindicate his fame, are appropriate to this oc-
casion. I feel bound, therefore, to say, that I have as-
certained, by strict enquiry, and from the most un-
questionable authority, that WiLniay Morcan was u
man of honour and sensibility,  1le was a gentleman
in his manners, and possessed of mental powers, su-
perior to his humble occupation in life.  1Ie was well
informed, of 2 generous, humane and benevolent dis-
position. Though “a man of sorrows, and acquaint-
ed with griefs;” yet his misfortunes never led hun to
descend {o any act of meanness,  Amid the shatts of
adversity, ¢ the proud man’s contumely, and the op-
pressor’s wrong,” he still preserved the cquanienty ot
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his temper, and the dignity of his character. The -
tormation he had acquired, he possessed a happy fa-
culty of imparting to others; nor was he less apt to
enliven the social scene by the scintillations of his
wit: These graces of the mind, added to a pleasing
address, rendered his company agreeable, and caused
it to be courted, even by those who had the vantage
eround of him in the walks of life.  One frailty—and
wherc is the human being without a frailty—he somne-
times yiclded to ; but he was not habitually addicted to
any vice, and his noble soul revolted at the bare idea
of a dishonourable deed. It was this high scnse of
honour, that prompted Lim to yield so cheerfully to the
lawless and blood-thirsty villains, who seized him at
Batavia, on a false and cruel charge of stealing. «I
will go to Canandaigua, said he, and mect my accu-
sers face to face, and prove my innocence: I have no-
thing to fear from such a charge.” Alas! how little
did he know the tigers in human shape, who then had
him 1n custody! How little did he foresee, that he was
then going, like a lamb to the slaughter, to part for
ever from all that he held dear on earth—wife, child-
ren, friends, the cheering sun-beam, and the refreshing
shade, the blooming groves aad the green ficlds of his
country, and the holy altars of his God!

Capt. Morcax was indeed a man without guile;
brave, frank and unreserved; but always modest in
his demeanour, delicate in expression, and respectful
to the feelings of those with whom he associated. He
was a faithful citizen, and proved his fidelity in the
field of baitle, when his country was in danger. Of
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the virtues, which adorn the domestie circle, and shed
lustre even from the humblest roof; 1 have in my pos-
gession unequivocal evidence, that he felt their full
force, and responded to them with every emotion of
his heart, The last act of his life, that which has given
birth to so many important acts, and for which he has
been so much censured by knaves and fools, and so
much and so justly applauded by all wise and virtuous
men, was, I have satisfied myself, an act which flowed
{from the purcst of inotives : there was nothing either
mean or mercenary init: In tins assertion [ am sup-
ported by one of the most shrewd observers of hu-
man nature, whose veracity 15 undoubted, and who
was fer several years so intimate with Capt. Morgan,
that he could not fail to know the mostsecret \\'OI'king:?!
of his soul. 'To the gentleman, of whom Iam speal:-
ing, Capt. Morgan said, in relation to his Hlusirations

of Husonry—

¢ My best exertions have ever been devnted to my enuntry and - its
iree institutions. ™Man | have loved, and do Jove, and wish him unen-
thealleds My life i< the property of my country, and my countrymen
have a claim upon my utmosi facultics for the preservation of all that is
Jear to intelligent freemen,  The bane of our civil institutions is to be
found in an mider powerful and numerous, and becoming daily more so.
It cankers and corrodes to the core, #)ie foundation on which justice is
based; and is destined, unless timely checked, to become the leveller,
not of oud distinetione, but of social ovder. That whicl, inits erigin
it promoted, bringing form from uncomcliness, is sadly reversed; und
thieves end money changersi:ave entered the saeredtemple. Well may the
Virzinbe represented weeping over the broken colutan. This is nodeal
picture, orthe suggestions of a disordered fancy—look abnut vou—
withir the precincts of your daily walks and daily avoeations, gou wiil
sce thiustice 5ahctinnm§. and crime sainted by the myrmidons of an
abuscd institution. With its power and corruptions, individuals nst
nnliy may be sacrificed, but in time the state. If my life must be the
forfcit, I owe to my conatry an exposure of its dangers.” »

Such brictly, was the character, and the last noble

daring of WinLiam Morcay, who teil by the hand of
masenie gssassing, the victim of a dark and a fov}
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conspiracy against the liberty of the press, and the
rights of the citizen ; and of whose murdercrs, as a
Secret Society, L{ear not to predict, that the time will
arrive, when, in the language of the Prophet 1osca—
the thorns and the thistles shall:come upon their allars—
and they shall cry to the mountains—cover us ; and lo the
rocks, fall onus ! |
Such, then, being the charactery, and the last act of
WinLiam Morcan; let us refer to his fate, and ask the
question seriéusl}*, was he an iil-fated mun? Is that
man il-fated, who dies 2 marvtyrto liberty ? Is e an
il-futed an, whose fall, by the hands of violence and
lawless power, is to promote the happiness and pros-
erity of existing as well as unborn niilions? Ixhean
ill-fated man, whose blood, though it ey in vain from
the ground for vengeance on his murderers, was des-
tined by Divine Providence to redeein his country from
inglorious thraldom, from slavery and chains, No!
lic 13'not an ill-fated man whose death is that of a mar-
tyr {o a glorious cause! e is not an ill-futed man,
whose last deed was an act of moral heroism, the vir-
tue and the value of which can neither be diminished
by the sncers of ¢ cable-towced” and “ hood-winked” fol-
ly, and the censures of vile (raud and cunning—nor en-
hanced by the voice of praise, and the clavion of fame!
Heis not an ill-fated man, whose memory will be
chenshed in after-times, as the benefuctor of his coun-
try and of mankind; for the same history that tells of
the deathless deeds and the heroic virtues of a YWar-
ren and a Washington, shall cinblazon the name of
William Morgan as a martyr to the same sacred cause
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g in which Warren bled and died, and Washington
§ fought and conquered! Yes, the name of WiLLiam
! MorcAN shall be wafted on every breeze, till it reach
§ cvery civilized region, entwined with the wreath cf
2 immortality, Is he, then, an ill-fated man, whose last
 deed shall resound through the uhiverse, crowned
§ with the applause of the wise and the virluous of
{ every age and of every clime—and to whose Moxu-
§ MENT—for that martyr shall have a moxvsENT: though
} cold-blooded, mahignant and cowardly calumniators,
 assail his memory—though other, but less meaner

reptiles devour his flesh—though his bones bleach un-
discovered, except by the all-sceing eye, in the dark
recesses of the deep—ryet he shall have a MONUMENT
—the gratitude of freemen will not slecp till it be erect-
ed: And to that hallowed shrine, whenever the cax-
NER OF LIBERTY 1S to be unfurled, shall her brave and
generous sons repair, to catch from it the celestial
flame, that shall inspire them with eloquence to plead
her cause in the councils of their country, and with

' fortitude calmly to die for it on the battle field! Who,

then, would not rather share the fute of WiLLiax Mor-

' ¢aN in the same glorious cause, than tc pine out an

“ignoble existence—to run a vile and a worthiess ca-

reer—amid a race of cowards and of slaves—and te
sneak at last to some obscure and loncely grave, un.

wept, unhonoured and unsung!
But there is another view of the fate of aur Iament-

cd, our murdered fellow-citizen, which, if it be correct,
does indeed render the theme too lofty for the reach

1
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of any human imagination: and well may he who shall
attempt it, exclaim

0! thou m'y mnsa inspire,
Who touch’d Isuiah®s haltowed lips with fire!”
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There are not wanting men, and highly gifted men,

whose study of the Divine Oracres has led them to

believe that the Mirres~zwy will be ushered in by the

tulflment of that scripture, which declares “there is
nothing covered that shall not be revealed ; neither hid
that shall not be known.® I, then, the martyred Mor-
GAN was destined to lead e way “through the dark
valley of the shudow of death,’ in revealing and making
known tie covercd and the hidden things, the exposurc
of whichis to prove the harbinger of that glorious
state of peace and felicity to the saints in Cliist—that
bliss without alloy, and rapturc unspeakable, which
so 'many deeply read and profoundly thinking Churis-
tians believe will presede the grand consummation of
God’s cternal purposes oncarth! 11 this indeed be the
emgzma of the last haman and bloody sacrifice to MA-
SONIC VENGEANCE~—then who will dare to say,
that Wineiam Morcas was an ll-fated man! Who,
then, but must envy the fate of the reviled, the perse-
cuted, the buffetted, the murdered revealer of Masoxnic
<sECRETs ! Who, then, would not rejoice at being
made a sacrifice, of which saints and angels might
well be proud to become the victims! - That this view
of the fute of our martyred fellow-countryman, is a
correct one, i T am not {ully prepared to say, neither
am [, by any means, prepared to deny: Ferwhen we
reflect upon the signal interposition by which the Al-
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mighty,whilst he permitted Morgantobesacrificed,frus-
trated the original, cunningly contrived,deep-laid plan of
the conspirators, by causing them to expose themselves
in taking him from the jail at Canandaigua, thereby in-
delibly fixing the stain of his abduction and murder on
the masonic fraternity, and fully confirming the truth
of* his revelations: When we consider the wide-
spread, just and holy excitement, produced by the
view of what ecaven has scen fit to bring to light up-
on this subject: When, at the same time, we look
abroad at the still more awful and sublime manifesta-
tions of God’s providence, in which we now bchold
the Ottoman Empire threatened with dissolution, and
the nations of the earth trembling for the result of the
~dread conflict: And when we reflect upon the ap-
proaching fall of the masonic temples of infidelity and
~ atheism in the new world,; in connection with this re-
cent convulsion of the old world; and compare the
| whole with the voice of the Prophets, and the signs of
the times among ourselves, we are lost in admiration
of the Divine Ecoxomy, rapt in wonder and astonish-
 ment at the display of ETeryan Wispox: But the sub-
- ject is a fearful onc—and if my presentiments do not
lcad me astray, the sooner we ¢ll prepare for the
mighiy changes, apparently contemplated in the Ar-
cana of the Universe—the unerring councils of Jeto-
vati—the better may it be for oursclves, our posterity
and our country—the sooner may we arrive at that
pinnacle of glory, reserved for the faithful in Christ
Jesus, the partakers of the everlasting covenant '—1
shrink fromn the pursuit of this theme, because of its
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vast magnitude, and awful sublimity—which none but
the Iyre of Davip could sing!—which none but the
pencil of the Ioly Ghost, wiclded by the matchless
Isa1an, could portray '—For amidst the wonderful dis-
plays of Almighty Power and Wisdom—the stupend-
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ous and surprising events of the last and the present

century, the admonition seems {o reach us in a voice
of thunder, like that which made Sinav’s awful mount
to tremble in the presence of Heaven’s Majesty—DE
STILL, AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD?!

Do we turn from the contemplation of the dead, and
seck for living and melancholy witnesscs of the muy-
derous deeds of Frece Masonry? Behold they are
nigh at hand! Almost within reach of my voice lives
a son, Who could once in dread reality, and still can
in the pangs of memory, point to the mangled and
bleceding corpse of a beloved father, murdered by the
Order, whose maxin it is, to strike, but conceal the
hand—and under the same roof a widowed mother,
who can tell a tale of wo that would harrow up the
souls of all but savages! And yet how many of the
pretended sons of light, the members of the self-styled
honourable fraternity, have sncercd in derision at the
well attested fact of Murpock’s assassination.*—
Though conscious the deced was- committed by the
agents of the Order, they have lacerated the feclings of
she venerable widow, and her worlhy son, by falsely
imputing the untimely death of the husbazd and the

» Capt. Ariel Murdock, of Rensselacrville, in the connty of Albany,
who fell i vietim to masonic vengeance at that place, in October, 1503

Whoever will read the arpgndix to my Saolemn Warning agginet Free
Jasenry, will find conclusive prorf of wbat is here otated,
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father to insanity and self-murder! Thus have they
added insult to injury; thus, having cruelly slain their
innocent victim, they bascly slander his fame! Whe
can depict the sorrows of that woman, who saw the
. husband of her youth, the fond partner of her toils and
-~ pleasures in the spring-tide of life, cut off in the prime
| . - -
; of manhood by masonic assassins. None but the
'~ all-seeing God, and her own heart, can know or feel
the extent or the poignancy of her sufferings. She
may well exclaim with the Psalmist—The enemy hath

persecuted my soul : he hath smilten my companion doten
- fo the ground : he hath made me to dwell in darkness

Thereforeis my spirit overichelmed : my heart within me
s desolate. Long has that venerable widow sustained
'~ herself in her lowly and lonely state by the labour of
~ her hands.  She has grown gray in toil and in sor-
row; and is fast verging to the grave, her heart still
lacerated by the recollection of her wrongs, and her
Imagination tortured in the vigils, as well as the
dreams of the night, by the spectre of her murdered
husband’s ghastly form and bleeding wounds! The
merciless deed—the bloody crime, that deprived her
of the beloved companion and bosom friend of her
youth, was committed far from this place: yet herc
she has been destined, by the just providence of God,
to enjoy the satisfaction of witnessing the first deci-
sive blow, which has here been struck for the down-
fall of that horrible secret combination, at whose mid-
night altar, and by whose cruel code, written like that
of Draco in blood, the immolation of her innocent and

unoffending husband was 2ecreed! Like good old
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Simeon, she may now deseend to the grave 1n peace,
sin¢e her God and her Saviour—ne who can make the
widow’s and the orphan’s heart to leap for joy—has
given her so striking and consoling a proof of mis
ErernNaL JusTice, and of that tender mercy, which is
over all his works. |
Do we need another living witness of the horrible
crimes of Free Masonry? Lo! she alsois at hand:
but unlike the venerable, sorrow-stricken widow of
the ill-fated Murdock, instead of bending beneath the
weight of years, with the consoling prospect that the
grave will soon close upon her sighs and her sorrows,
and through the grace of her Redeemer give rest for
ever to her wounded spirit; she is still in thebloom of
life—but cut off from the husband of her affections,
and the father of her ¢lildren, by the merciless de-
oree, and the remorseless Inyrmidons, of the saufe
SECRET sociETy which shed the blood of Murdock.
The watches of the night find her weeping upon her
pillow; and the sun that rises to gladden \he hearts
of others, brings no beam of consolation, or of hope,
to hers. By lawless ruffians, animated by the spirit
and the principles of Free JHasonry, and in conformi-
ty to its laws, was a bulwark of American freedom
prostituted to the incarceration and murder of her
hushand! And thus, through the diabolical vengeance
of a hell-born jnstitution, is she doomed to linger
through life in a state of sorrow and loneliness, till
the bloom of youth shall have withered from her
checks, and her locks shall be silvered with age.—

Well may the darkness of night drink her tears—and
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well may the returning sun bring no ray of comfort or
of joy to her heart. *Ihada fond husband” she may
say, “but he has been torn from me by the hand of up-
start tyranny, and lawless violence, and I am left des-
olate ; yet this has not satisfied the wrath of his cruel
and cowardly foes. With the dagger of masonic ven-
geance they have struck down my husband—at my
defenceless head they have aimed the shafts of cal-
umny! In their anger they slew a man : in their mean
malice they stoop to slander a woman! Are they
men who have done this; or are they monsters, to
whom Nature, in an angry mood, has given the shape
of men, to satyrisc the human race ! - But be they men,
or be they monsters, to me their tender mercies have
been cruelfy : In the anguish of my soul, I may de-
plore the day that I became acquainted with human
nature. With Ortnona, I may excluim—Jh ! why
did I not pass away in sccret, like the flower of the rock,
that lifts its fair head unscen, and strews its withered leaves
on the blast! With Jos wnay I cry out—Let the day
perish wherein I was born.  Lo! let that night be solita-
ry ; let no joyful voice come therein.

Thus may the bereaved and disconsolate woman,
whose husband was the latest, if not the last, victim
of MASONIC YENGEANCE, bewail her lonely and
melancholy fate. Thus nethinks I hear her pouring
her lamentations into the bosom of her Goo; and un-
ploring of iy, who ¢ tempers the wind to the shorn
lamb,” that sympathy and compassion, which cruel
men have denied to her sufferings and her sorrows!

But though widowed in her condition, she is not alone
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in her grief: her innocent infants, those hapless ot-
phang, the fond. pledges and the sad memorials of a
tather’s joy, ard a husband’s love, are seen chnging to
her side—are seen leaning upon “a bruised and a
hroken reed” for protection. ‘This forlorn and inter-
esting group, the hand of genius has portrayed 1n co-
lours so vivid, and so true to-nature, that none shall
ever look upon the canvass, without a heartfelt tri-
hute to the memory of Morean, the martyr of liberty:
none shall look upon that melancholy group, without
shedding a tear for the misfortunes of a virtuous wo-
man, and her fatherless children : none, but the most
heartless of beings, shall ever behold that picture,
without sympathiving with the innocent suffercrs—
shuddering at the crime of the guilty authors of their
aufferings—and with just and holy indignation, invok-
ing the curses of the presentage, and of 2l postenty,
upon a dark, barbarous and blood-stained combina-
tion.

So much has been written and said upon this sub-
ject, that I have found it difficult, if not impossible, to
strike out any thing new. To have undertaken to view
it in all its different aspects of licht and shade: to
have traced the history of the rise and progress of
Free Masonry alone, with its pretensions—its aims—
its immoral and irreligious rites and obligations—and
its inevitable and baneful tendency to political as well
as moral tarpitude and corruption, wouid have requir-
ed 2 volume.. There are two or three points, how-
ever, which deserve to be considered seriously’ by
those of us who intend to secede from the masonic



49

corps. We shall, at least, be asked the two-told
question— .

WHY WE WITHDRAW FROM THE INSTITUTION—AND
1OW WE ABSOLVE OURSELVES FROM THE OBLIGATIONS
WE HAVE TAKEN TO SUPPORT 17?

To the first proposifion involved in this question,
the obvious answer is— |

Because we have found by experience, that Free
Masonry is not what it pretends to be.

It is not a LITERARY INsTITUTION: For it has never
been known to promote the interests of literaturc; un-
Jess we admit the clumsy werks of some of its pro-
fessed oracles and panegyrists, such incoherent es-
says, and wncongruous compilations, for example, as
Webb’s Monitor, Town’s Speculative Masonry, and
others of a similar cast, to be literary works; a con-
cession [ am not prepared to make. A CrinTox and
a SyrtH, and perhaps several others, have indeed
written ingenious and cloquent orations for some of
its holidays. But when we read these, we perceive
too clearly for the honour of the Order, that their lite-
rary excellence is not derived either from the dignity
or utility of the subject: that it is not literature, en-
riched or ornamented by Free Masonry, but Free Ma-
sonry puffed by the good nature, and striding vainly
on the stilts of literature : And while we admire the
ingenuity, as well as the excessive generosity of the
orators, in turning a “day of small things” into a day
of fanciful great ones ; we perceive no rcason to laud
masoury itself as a literary institution, or even ahand-
maid of literature.
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It is net a sciENTIFIC INSTITUTION : Ior there is no
branch of science taught in its secret retreats. I
neither have seen, nor heard,” says an elegant anony
mous author, “in all my acquaintance with the lodges,
the explanation, or illustration, of any the least princi-
ple of science.” The clegant author I have quoted,
means real science, and this is what I mean. I shall
not deny that such science is taught in the lodges, as
well as out of them, by the learned Jvoodles of the Or-
der, as the inspired author of the Prowerbs alludes to,
when he says—a wicked man WINKETH WITH 18 EYE
~—h¢ SPEARTEH WITH HIS FEET—he TEACNETH WITH
firs FINGERS '—Ingenious monkeys, and learned pigs,
to say nothing of the Grecian dog Arorvro, and his ca-
nine rivals Topy and MiNETTO, are in this respect real
adepts in masonic science!

It is not a RELiGIOUS INsTITUTION : . For it not only
does not lay clain to -any religion, except it be that
very convenient, latitudinariap, any thing or nothing
system, called the Religion of Wature—and which may
be interpieted in as many ways as thore are flowers
n the field, or trees in the forest; birds in the air, or
fishes in the sca! Free Masonry, I repeat it, prides
herself on the exclusion of all veligions, saving this
Nutural Theology, which (though it may not be whol-
ly unfounded) the dreams of visionarics, and the so-
phistry of genius and skepticism combined, have
wrought into a fanciful theory, well calculated {o an-
swer their purposes ; but practically speaking, ruin-
ous in its effects upon the best temporal interests;
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and chilling, if not blighting the immortal hopes. of
mankind,

It is not a MoRrAL iNsTITUTION : For too many of
its oaths, its rites and ceremonies, are blasphemous
and indecent, and conscquently immoral in the highest
degree.

It is not a pELICATE INSTITUTION: For one of its
most strenuous advocates, I mean Elder BrabLEY,
says—*“ Qur institution, founded on the fitness of
things, relative to MEN, cannot admit the peLicacy of
female nature to suffer the preparatory and serutinizing
eye of examination, necessary for initiation into any one
important degree in masonry.” The honest parson
has indeed made a quecr confession for the credit of
the Order. But sigh not, my fair country-women,
that you cannot enter the temples of masouic mum-
mery and quackery : rather rejoice that you are ex-
cluded. The rule which denies you admittance, is an
act of homage to your virtucs, and of self-condemna-
tion to its authors. Whenever you shall have lost the
mildness and the modesty of woman; whenever you
shall have become recreant to all that constitutes the
purity, thebeauty and the dignity of your scx; then may
we look for you, not in the social and domestic circle,
in your character of ministering argels to man’s in-
firmity, sorrow or joy; notin the holy sanctuaries of
religion, paying due homage at the adtars of your God
and your Redecimer: but amid the orgies of a ma-
sonic lodge or a chapel, in the character of demons,
of female furies, exciting conspirators, kidnappers and
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murderers, to deeds of treachery, of vengeance and
of blood !

Itis nota CHARITABLE INSTITUTION, in the truc mean,
ing and spirit of charity: For its funds are not only
dissipated in building stately but uscless temples; but
they are squandered often in the most profligate man-
ner, for the bencfit of unprincipled individusls; and
the very small portion, scarcely equal to the “widow’s
mite,” which goes to relicve real distress, is confined
cxclusively to its own members.

It is not a paTRIOTIC INSTITUTION: Forif merges the
love of country, in its attachment to the craft. The
principle of patrictism dictates the good of the wholc
—the principle of masonry that of a part only.

It 18 not @ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION ¢ For if it were,
it would follow the example of our Saviour, and pro-
pagate its secrets, which it pretends to be so valuable,
frecly and openly to all, “ without money, and without

price.”
It 1s not aREPUBLICAN INSTITUTION ¢ Forits kmghis,

kings, high priests, and other digniaries more extra-
vagantly ridiculous, in this age and clime, are at war
with the zimplicity of manners, and equality of nghts,
which distinguish a republican government; and arc
not to be safely tolerated among a free people.*

It is not a FREE INSTITUTION, in any sengc of the
terms : For s members are as much enthralled by

*So jealous were the republicans who franed our federal eonstitu-
tion, of the titles and distinctiops, which appertain to monarchy and
aristocracy, that they inserted in that charter of our national rights, n
clause, prohibiting any forcign minister, or citizen, of the United States,
from accepting any title, whatever from any forciga Prince or

kingdom. But Free Masncry derides this constitutional principle, by
adopting the titles which belong to mmonarehy and hierarchy.



49

§ their infamous obligations, as an Algerine gulley slave,
{ or a Turkish mute.
§ It is not a MmecHANICAL INsTITUTION : For whatever
¢ pretensions it may have had originally, to any opera-
| tive mechanical pursuit, have long since been swal-
lowed up, and lost sight of in its speculative quackery.
- Itisnot an iNpUsTRIOUS INsTITUTION : For it leads
its members to spend their time in the worst of idie-
L ness and frivolity.

It 1s not a sopeR INsSTITUTION : For a Glasgow Me-
dical Professor, speaking from experience, has declar-
cd Masonic Lodges the genuine academies of tipling.

It is not an 11ONOURABLE INsTITUTION ¢ For its cun-
ning chiefs and leaders, as 1 know from my own per-
sonal and dear-bought experience, swindie the young
and artless out of their money, under fulse pretences
—and are justly liable to indictiment under the statute
- applicable to such cascs of fraud.

Itis not a LAWFUL 1NsTITUTION : Forits obligations
arc diametrically at war with the laws both of God
and our country.

These are suflicient reasons to justify any rational
man in withdrawing fromn it silently and pnivately—
or loudly and publicly renouncing and denouncing ii.

But it may be asked, are we not bound, betore we
abandon it, to disprove its pretensions?

For my own part, I abandoned it more than thirty
yczirs:‘ago, satisfied that its pretensions to any thing
useful or excellent, were wholly unfounded : And to
deny ity pretensions, as I have donc here, 1s full

enough, I think, for our purpose. The burthen of
J



30

proof lics upon the Institution, to substantiate its
claims, whatever they may be. ‘The loudest and
proudest prefcnsion it makes at present, 18, to the
great names that have shone in its ranks, and conde-
scended to wear its badges and baubles, and official
honours : And from the manner in which its editorial
tools and its holiday trumpeters, have clung to this
pretension, it would seem to be their dernier resort,
their last entrenchment. But who has not heard a
weak, or an ignorant, a profligate, or abandoned cha-
racter, boasting of the merit of his ancestry, or colla-
teral connexions, as if that zould form an 'lp(ﬂ{)"'}' for
his own weakness or wickedness?

To this oft-repeated boast of the fraternity, and
those who are weak or wicked enough, without knov-
ing any thing of it by experience, to become its trum-
peters—that such men as Washington, Clinton and
La Fayette have belonged to it ; 1 might content my-
self with answering briefly in the language of holy
writ—Great men are net alioays wise ; neither do aged
men understand judgment—Job 82, 9—-that is, that
great men are not beyond the reach of circumven-
tion, nor exempt from the weakness and error whicl,
attach to human nature: Nor do aged men always
profit by their experience, or possess wisdom with
their gray hairs. There is one reason, however, that
might have induced a WazmycToN or a2 CLINTON 1o
add his name to the mystic tie. He might have deem-
ed it his duty to place himself in a position to guard
against its evil designs. The great ALrrep did not
think it beneath his dignity to enter the camp of his



a1

J encmy in the disguise of a musician; nor did Ha-
8 roun AL Rascuip, one of the greatest of the Persian
¥ Caliphs, hesitate to travel the rounds of his Empire,
{ disguised in the humblest garb and character, in ordeér
§ to see that his people were not oppressed by the up-
| start tyranny of those who were clothed with a little
| brief authority. PeTER the Great, of Russia, acted a
similar part, if not for a similar purpose ; and actual-
i Iy wrought at the laborious employment of a ship car-
$ penter, concealing his real character, for the good of
{ his country. “
! Asto Washington, he had at one time the issue of
1 o mighty revolution, and at another the destiny of this
§ great republic in his hands. Under such circumstan-
sceg, it need not surprise any sensible man that he
should have watched the most narrowly, the sources
from whence danger to his great enterprises was the
most likely to proceed. WasnincTon knew thatFree
Masonry had been introduced among us from Eng-
land, at a peculiar crisis, about the dawn of the revo-
ution. He knew that a masonic charter came at'a
critical period of that great event, directly from the
Duke of JAthol, to the British and Tories - in the city of
New-York. As the LioN knows by instinct, and
does not fail to profit by it, when and where to guard
against his enemies, as well as to watch for ns prey ;
30 does the great statesman, guided by reason and
expericnee, leave no avenuc unguarded that may lead
the sceret or the open {oe into the citadel of his couns-
try’s freedom. Whenever I'ree Masonry shall ex-
plain to ug, the meaning of that part of Washington’s
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tast appeal to his country, which warns us against
“all combinations and associations, under whatever
plausible character, with the real design to direct,
counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and action
of the constituted authorities;” we shall be better
able than e are at present, to determine, whether he
considercd Free Masonry as a secret but harmless as-
sociation of folly, ignorance and quackery, or a dark,
designing and dangerous political combination: For
one or other of them it is, as many of us now pres-
ent know full well, and can attest to it from experi-
cnce.  To those of us who have been within the vail
of the temple of Free Masonry, it is in vain for its
weak or wicked apologists to talk of the great
names, who have been counted among its adherents.
We that have scen, with our own eyes, not only the
cloven-foot, but the naked form ‘of the monster, want
nothing but the evidence of our senses, and the very
moderate exercise of our intellectual facultics, to sa-
tisfy us of its contemptible weakness and frivolity, on
the one hand, and its horrible wickedness and deform-
ity on the other. A cloud of witnesses, who should
attempt to convince us, that Free Masonry is not

both worthless and wicked, would only satisfy us of |

their own weakness or wickedness.

But this attempt to prop up a rotten system by
great names, 13 not new : it is the stale trick of ages
past, and will no doubt be resorted to in all future
times, as it 1s at present, whenever and wherever any
defective or dangerous system is to be repaired or
destroyed for the good of mankind. It was the crv of
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the sclfish and designing, of DeMETRIUS and his fel-
low-craftsmen, when Pavr preached a crucified Sa-
viour at Liphesus;- and it has been the cry of all
quacks and imposters from that dag to this. But
without further reference to the annals of antiquity, I
- will ask a few questions of modern times. 1f, then,
the reformation be a blessing, as so many millions be-
liecve it to be, lct me ask how it would have proceed-
¢d, had the immortal Lurukr, and his adherents, lis-
tencd to the language of those who appealed to the
venecrable na:nes of Barnabas and Clement, of Poly-
carp and Papias, and a long list of such worthies, as
founders and pillars of the Catholic church? Would
the JHagna Charta of our mother country have exist-
ed, if the names of the distinguished barons and no-
bles, who adhered to the old feudal tyranny, had been
suffered to quench the flame of hiberty on the field of
Runneymede? Vyould not the Tories have triumph-
ed in 776, had our patriotic ancestors heeded them,
when they exclaimed, are not those illustrious men—
for illustrious they were in the walks of science—the
Hutchisong, the Galloways, and the Smiths—are not
they of the Tory Order? Are they not monarchists,
and is not monarchy, therefore, a good thing? But
it was in vain that those great and venerable names
were paraded to prop up Popery and feudal Tyranny
in Europe, or Monarchy in the United States—and it
will be equally in vain for Free Masonry to appeal to
the venerable shades of WasmineToN and CLINTON,
orto the name of the still existing and popular La

Fayette. If indeed we recur to the era of our feder-
5%
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ul constitution, we shall find that the Old Confedera-
tion, with all its glaring defects, its want of vital en-
ergy to answer the purposes of- our civil and political
union, - would n#t have been exchanged for that better
system which we now possess, if the sound of great
names, who clung to it as Free Masons now cling to
their rotten fabric, had prevailed over the good scnse
of the people : For that weak and ineflicient system
could rally to its support in the south, the venerable
names of PexprLeToN, of Georgia; Davig, of North-
Carolina; WyTne, Ranporry, Hexry .and JEFFER-
s0N, of Virginia; MartTiN and Mercer, of Maryland 2
And in the north, the no less venerable names of Mc-
Kean, of Pennsylvania; Crarg and IHousrton, of
New-Jersey; Cuintoy, Yares and Lansineg, of Nesv-
York; EnLsworti, of Connecticut; Corruins and
Soutnwick, of Rhode-Island ; STRONG, GERRY and
Daxas, of Massachusetts; West and Pickening, of
New-Hampshire ; with a host of others, both- in the
north and the south, who might be named ; but whose
natnes, nevertheless, however sonorous and venerable,
did not preserve the fabric which the people saw
clearly was too rotten and too wealk to protect themn
against the attacks of foreign and domestic focs.—
Once more, if we descend to a still later period in our
nistory, we shall find that Federalism, with its stand-
ing army, its sedition-law, and its black cockades, was
overthrown by the Republicans of *98—although it
was supported by the illusirious names of WasHiNG-
10N, Apays, Hamrrox and Jay. Let me not be sus-
pected of any old party feeling; for 1 am only acting
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the part of an 1mpartial historian—and much less let
it be inferred, that I am for breaking down or impair-
g the force of great and good examples, If 1 know
iy own heart, I would not, for the wealth of the
world, strip the tomb of any illustrious man of a sin-
gle well-carned Jaurel,- 1 should deem it the vilest of
sacrilege, to rob the mighty dead of a solitary ray of
honest fame! Let the memory of the great and good
be held sacred : Let us emulate their gencrous deeds,
and their honourable achievements : Let us be ever
ready to strew flowers upon their tombs: Let us ne-
ver fail, on all proper occasions, to do homage to their
wisdom, their virtues. and their talents ;¢ But let us
not, on any occasion, convert a rational and just ad-
iniration, into a-ridiculous and superstitious rever-
ence: And remembering with Jo, that great men are
net alirays wise ; while we receive with becoming
gratitude the fruits of their wisdom, let us guard, with
unceasing vigilance, the bulwark 4 our freedom, from
being injured by their weakness. If], indeed, rezard
be had to the remnaining sound pillars or rafters, no
wan will ever pull down his old house; but will sleep
on in the quict of a false security, till it tumble upon
himself, his wife and. children, and bury all in one un-
distinguished ruin.  ‘The foundation and mam pillars
of my house are so rotten, says a prudent man, that
it must come down: but the door-posts and sleepers
arc sound, says his foolish neighbour, and you are
thercfore safe! I'rec "Masonry i1s a roften system,
whose members are bound together by innmoral, un-
lawful and blasphemous ties. It has been guilty of
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kidnapping ¢ It has commitied murder: It has put
the laws of the land at defiance; and it threatens the
total destruction of our civil and political liberties,—
But still the cry of its weak or wicked votaries 1s,
—let it alone; molest it not—it is a stately and beau-
tiful TREE, because a Wasmneron and a. OLiNTON
once sat beneath its expanding branches. - By the
same sophistry, should a sturdy and towering oak,
by theway side, be 8o rived by the lightning, or shaken
hy the winds of heaven, as to be in danger cvery me-
ment of falling upon innocent and unwary passen-
gers, and crushing them to atoms; still it might be
said, let it alone, remove it not; for Washington once
refreshed himself in its shade, and Clinton found it a
shelter from inclement skies and angry clements !
Admirable logic! profound masonic philosophy t—
But it will not suit the taste or the judgment of cn-
lightened freemen. With them, the question is not,
IWho have been, or who ave, Free JMasons? Butit is
that far more rational question—whether Free JMMa-
sonry, instead of being what it pretends to be, 13 not o
foul and corrupt system, at war with our civil and po-
litical rights? 'This is the question—thisis the test——
winch whenever Free Masonry be brought fairly to it,
she must fall like Lucifer, to rise no more!

Still the question occurs:—Are not the oaths we
have taken to support it, through crime and corrup-
{ion~—through blood and slaughter—binding upon us
-——and 18 it not mnoral perjury, at least, to violate them?

I boldly answer NO—they arenot binding: And in-
stcad of being moral perjury, it is a religious, a civie
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and a moral duty, {o violate them; a duty which we
are solemnly hound to perform as Christians, as faith-
tul citizens, and as honest men.

Moral Perjury consists in wilfully swearing falsely
and extra judicially, to the existence, either past of
present, of some fact, or facts, which did not or do not
exist: Or, of swearing in the same manner, to per-
form some reasonable, rightful and lawful promise:
But it does not consist in the breach of a bad or wick- .
cd promise, or an unlawful engagement. A weak
mind, it is true, may be deluded by the vulgar maxin
of honour among thieves—but vulgar maxims are rarely,
if ever, cither moral or demonstrative truths.

The first duty of all men is to abstain from the com.
mission of sin: and the second duty, after having ei-
ther wilfully or inadvertently committed it, is to con-
{ess the error or the crime frankly and boldly, and
atone for it in the speediest and best possible manner.

If I swear that I saw my neighbour robbing my
wood-pile, when in truth I did not see him doing so—
this, if & voluntary ur extra-judicial afhidavit, IS a Ino-
ral perjury, as well as « false and malicious libel: but
if I give such false testimony in a court of justice, in
conformity to a legal judicial summons, it is both le-
eal and moral perjury.

Promissory oaths, administered or {aken extra-ju-
dicially, are not legal perjuries. If they confirm any
previous obligation, which we owe to God, to our
country, or to individuals, then is it moral perjury to
violate them: but if on the contrary, they infringe up-
on obligations, due to God, to our country, or 0 1ndi-
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viduals, then so far from being moral perjury, their
violation becomes a religious, a civil and a moral
duty.

If I swear rashly to slay the first person I meet; this
is a promissory oath, at variance with the law of God
and my country; and instcad of abiding by it, I am
bound on reflection to violate it, though it was made
in the name of God : For as it is dishonouring God,
to take such an unhallowed oath in his holy name;
the sooner I retract it, the better is it for God’s glory,
and my own salvation: So when I swear, that if I see
such a crime as murder or treason committed by an-
other person, or such other person confesses to me,
that he has commiited such crime, I will conceal the
fact, and shield the criminal; 1 am equally guilty of
dishonouring God, and ‘violating his law, as well as
that of my country; and equally bound to retract the
oath, and expose the criminal.

. It is granted by the first of moralists and civilians,
that if I promise a highway-man, who has robbed me
of my purse, that T will. naot exposo him as to the rob-
bery, provided he will spare my life, and seal such
promise by an oath; I am, nevertheless,. absolved
from this unlawful promise by my previous civic obli-
gations : And it is my duty to take every step in my
power, without delay, to have .the criminal secured,
and brought.to justice: And this upon the two-fold
principle, that the promise was not only unlawful, but
cxtorted by duress or force. The robbery wasa
crime sgainst the state, which the state only could ci-
ther punish or pardon: And here I may, with pro-
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priety, appeal to every Free Muson, who dare tell the
truth, to determine the difference between the duress,
‘or force, in this case, and that under which his un-
lawful and blasphemous masonic obligations have
been taken. -

But without adverting to the criminal nature of ma-
sonic oaths, they are, at best, of no more binding force
than other oaths of allegiance ; and yet we have seen
these violated in all ages with impunity: Nor have
the violaters been Morganized ; but on the-contrary
have been revered if not idolized as heroes, sages
and patriots. How often did WasnixeTon, and per-
hiaps every member of the Congress of 76, swear to
support the British Constitution, nobility, hierarchy,
monarchy and all: And did they hesitate to violate
that oath, when paramount and more sacred obliga-
tions, as they thought, called upon them to absolve
themselves from their allegiance to George the 3d?
Again, did not those who swore to support the old
confederation, absolve themselves from that oath, and
establish our present federal constitution? And did
not those who often swore to support the old consti-
tution of this state, as readily dispense with their old
oaths, and take new ones to suppert the present con-
stitution? The fact is, that all-promissory oaths, of
the class or description, of which we are now speak-
inz, are taken with a view to future improvement, as
well as present necessity or expediency. The old
Roman’ maxim, that the safetyof the peopleis the Su-
preme Law, governs on all such occasions.
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It, indeed, we are in any case bouund to perform
weak or wicked promises, or obligations, after their
weakness or wickedness shall be made manifest; then
we are bound in all cases of a similar nature: And
having once plunged into folly or crime, we arc not at
Jiberty to repent; but are bound to perseverc to the
destruction of our lives and hberties, as well as our
nmmortal souls! _ A

But there 1s no need of theorizing or moralizing on
this subject. There is a positive prohibition against
masonie oaths, in that law, which is the supreme and
immutable. law of the universe, since the eternal and
unchangeable God hath  decreed .it.  Thou shalt no,
says that law, take the name of the Lord thy God in
cain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless, that ta-
leth his name in vain. Deut. v. 11.

If we admit that in judicial oaths the name of God
be not takenin vain; .2 doubtful case, by the bye, in
the minds of . many Christians ; still we cannot admit
that this holy name is not profuned, whesnever it is
bandied about in voluntary aflidavits, or made subser-
vicnt to frivolous, weak or wicked engagements.-—
What rational.being will dare to say, that itis not pro-
faned in the most shocking manner, in the masonic
oaths? If it do not profc-: the name of “od to
_invoke it to keep.one brott  tedfast in the *» -eal-
ment of another brother’s « *.Ines~—TREASON A0 MUR-
DER NoT EXCEPTED !—then there is no possibility of
profaning the name, or offending the majesty of that
pure, holy and spotless being—then may we make
it a by-word, and throw off at once all reverence, all
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allegiance, ‘all obedience to its divine possessor. But
certain it is, that we not only do take ' the name.of the
Jord our God in vain, when we invoke it to witness
and confirm the promises and the penalties of our
masonic obligations; but we blaspheme it in the
most infamous. manner—and the. sooner, brethren,
* that we wipe from our souls the foul stain of that blas-
phemy, by acknowledging our guilt, and imploring
the divine forgiveness of it, the sooner shall we enjoy
~ that peace of mind, which the world can neither give
~ nor take away!
~ If; then, our masonic oaths be tested by these just
and rational moral views and principles, we shall find
them not merely voidable, but absolutely void from the
beginning: And if the first of moral philosophers
have decided that oaths or promises, taken or made
It contravention of mere human laws, are nugatory;
how much more so are they, when taken or made in
defiance of that Supreme Law of the Universe, which
- the Alimighty pronotunced in the voice of uis thunder,
and sent forth on the wings of n1s lightning, from the
pinnacle of #is holy mountain!
. In conection with these principles and prohibitions.
let us briefly review our masonic obligations.

Firstly—We. blindly swear never to reveal any of
the secrets of Free Masonry, betore we know what
those secrets are.

Secondly—We blindly swear to support the consti-
tution of the Grand Lodge of the United States, and
of the Grand Lodge of this state, before we know

“1vhat those constitutions are, and whetlier they be or
6
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be not subordinate, in their provisions, to the aupremc
laws of the land.

Thirdly—We blindly swear to conform to all the
bye-laws, rules and regulations, of the Lodge in which
we are initiated, or any other lodge, of which wemay
at any time thereafter become members ; being in the
same state of ignorance, as before, of what those bye-
latvs, rules and regulations are or may be. They
may enjoin the omission of any positive duty, which
we owe to God or our country; or the commission
of any prohibited crime against cither.

Fourthly—We blindly swear, whenever we see the
erand- hailing signal of distress given, or the words
accompanying it, and the person who gives it appear-
ing tobe in distress. to fly to his relief at the risk of
our lives, should there be a greater probability of sa-
ving his life, than of losing our own: And this blind
oath, without any qualification as to the cause of his
distress, whether it flow from the commission of crime.
or the visitation of misfortune.

Fifthly—We blindly swear, that a master mason's
secrets, given to us in charge as such, and we know-
ing him to be such, shall remain as secure and invio-
lable in our breasts as in his own, MURDER AND TREA-
sON ONLY ExcErTED—and these left to our discretion.
when communicated to us, to conceal or not: thus
binding ourselves, by fair implication, to conceal all
the crimes, which any brother master mason may ac-
knowledge to us that he h~~ -ommitted, however fla-
grant they may be, excepting only ‘murder -and treason ,
and the concealment or exposure of these diseretion
ary!
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Sizthly—As Mark Master Masons we blindly
swear {0 support the Constitution of the General
Grand Roya! Arch Chapter of the United States of
America: also the Constitution of the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of this state, under which this Lodge
18 held, and conform to all the bye-laws, rules and re-
gulations of this or any other lodge of Mark Master
Masons, of which wemay at any time thereafter be-
come members: to obey all signs and summonses,
given, handed, sent or thrown to us from brother
Mark Master Masons, or from the bodies of just
and lawfully constituted lodges of such: Provided
they be within the length of our cable-tow : And this
oath, too, under the same ignorance as hefore, of what
may be the provisions of the constitutions and byc-
laws alluded to, or the object of the signs or sumnmons-
es, given, handed, sent or thrown, as stated in the
text. They may be given by a thief or a highway-
man, flying from justice: a traitor making his way ta
the camp of an enemy; a criminal, at the bar, to
brother in the Ju:y Box, or on the Bench; or by a mur-
derer, whose hands are still reeking with the blood of
innocence !

Thus far Lhave stated the oaths of Free Masoury,
from my own knowledge and exnerience: And thus
tar, 1 do not hesitate to say, thatitis our duty, our
imperative and indispcnsable duty, to hold them in
utte; contempt and execration; and towipe from ou
souls the stain and disgrace of thew, by opealy vie-
lating and renouncing them in the prescnce of ou
Creator and of. mankind.. They enjoin upon us the
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preservation of secrets, and'the performance. of sarvi-
ces, of a criminal nature, destructive to the welfare ‘of
our country, to social order; sound morality, and:true
veligion: And hence they are not merely not binding;
but we are called upon by every tie that can bind asto
whatever is sacred and honéurable among men, to dis-
regard and to violate them: And the more especially
when we consider-the bloody and blasphemous penal-
ties annexed to their violation, by which we contract
away. our lives, contrary to the laws of God and our
country, and invoke the holy name of our. Creator, at
{he same time, to witness the sincerity with which ws
consent to such abominable prostitution of our moral
and intellectual facultics, such-horrible - degradation
and destruction of our.persons¥: - . .. .., .1 -
But if the obligations I have stated be so . criminal
and reprehensibie in the sight of God and man; how
much more so are those of which'l shall now state
the most exceptionable parts; not of.my own knowl-
cdge, it is true, but on the authority, of members of the
l.e Roy Convention of February; 19th, 1828,—men
who can_have no interest'in deceiving the..public.in

f -
.

* The following are the penalties.of the caths which I took when a
heedless, inexperienced youth, viz:™ ° o | '

1he E'nurc Apprentice’s penaify—is, to have his,throat cut across,
his tongue taken out by the roots, and his body buried in the ocean.

Pellow Cryft's penalty—~To have his left breast torn open, his heart
and vitals taken fzom thenca and thrown over his left shoulder, and car-
ried into the valley of Jehosephat, there to becoma a prey to the wild

beasts of the field and the valtures of the air.
Master Mason's penalty.—To have his body severed in two in (oo

midst, and divided to the northand the south, his bowels burnt to ashes
in the centre, and the ashes scattered to the four winds of heavea.

Mark Master’s penalty~To have his right ear smote off, that he,
may be forever unable to hear the wordj and the right hand chopped:
of as an iraposter.. . |
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this case, and in whose statements we may repose -
plicit confidence: they are as follows:

Part of the Obligations of the Royat Arch Degree.

Furthermore do I promisc and swear, that I will assist a companion
royal Arch Mason, wherever I shall see him engaged in ANY DIF-
FICULTY so far as to extricale iim from the same WHETHER HE
BE RIGHT OR WRONG. Furthermore do I promise and swear
that a companion Royal Arch Masons’s secret, giviug to ine in charge as
such shall remain as secure, and inviolable in mv breast aa in his own,
when communicated to me, MURDER AND TREASON NOT EX.
CEPTED. Toall which 1 do most solemnly promise and swear, with 2
fixed and steady purpose of mind in me to keep and perform she same,
hindlng myself under no less PENALTY than to bave my skull atruck
off, and ny brains cxposed to the scorching rays of the ann, were 1
cver to prove willfully guilty of violating any part of this my solemn
onth of a Ruyal Arch Muson, so help me Geod, and keep me steadfmst -
in the due performance of the same.”

*“ Faurthermure do 1 promise and swear, that Jwill vote for a com-
panion Royal Arch DMason, beforeany person of equal quahfications.”

Part of the Ohligation of Knight of the Red Cross.

*'I'0 all which I solemuly promise and swear, binding myself under
no lass penalty, than that of having my house tern down, the timber
thercof set up and 1 hanged thereon, and when the last trump shal! .
blow, that I be Jorever excinded from the society of all true and
courteour knights, should I ever wilfully or knowingly violate any part
of this solemn obligation of Knights of the Red Cross. ‘

Part of the Obligation of Knight Templars..

¢ Furthermore do [ promisc and swear that 1 will zo the distance of
40 miles, even barefoot, and on frosty ground, to SAVE THE LIFE
and relicve the distresses of a worthy Knight, should 1 know that his
distressces required it, and my abilities permit,”” 7

¢ Before administering the next obligation, the candidate is required
todrink FOUR LIBATIONS. Atthe FIFTH libation he is presented
with a HUMAN SKULL, and told lie must submit to the degradatinn
of drinking hisg fith libation from the skull, or he cannot proceed any
further : on his assenting to drink from this skull he is required to
repeat the following obligation, called the scaled obligation,and in testi-.
smony of his sincerity, fo pariake of thewine from the skull.”

Staled Obligation.

*Fhis pure wine I now take in testimony of my belief of the moz-
tality of the bady and the immortality of the soul :—and may this
LIBATION appear as a withess agrinst me, both here and HERE:
ATER ; and as the sins of the whole world were laid upon the head -
of the Sayiour. so may all the sins commitied by the person whose
+kull this was, be heaped upon MY head inaddition to my own, should
.1 ever knowinglv or wilfnll; vinlate or transgress any obligation THAT
| HAVE HERETOFORE TAKEN, TAKE AT THIS TIME, OR
SHALL AT ANY FUTURE PERIOD TAKE in relation to any .
degree of masonry ot order of Knighthood.  Se help me God.”

Part of the Second. Obligation.

t You further sseear, that should you ever know acompanion violate
any part of this obligation, you will use your ioostdecided endeavours,

O*
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by the blessing of Gnd, to bring auch person to thoe striciest and morie
condign puaishment, AGREEA LETOTHE RULES ANDUSAGES

OF OUR ANCIENT FRATERNITY, and this bﬁ Sninting him out

to the world asan tmwnrth{ and VICIOUS YAGABOND, by OPPO-

SING his INTEREST, DERANGING HIS BUSINESS, by

transfereing his character after him wherever he may go, by exposing

him to tho contempt of the whole fraternity and the world “but of our

illustrious order more éspecially, during his whole natural fife.'”

Part of the Obligation of the Holy and illustrious Order of the Cross,

¢« swear to advance nl;y brothers’s beat intoreat, b‘x always :ugmrl-
ting his MILITARY AME. and POLITICAL PREFERMENT,

IN OPPOSITION TO ANOTHER. 1swearto look on his enemies

as my enemies, and his friends as my friends, and stand forth to mect’
our tender kindness or vengeanco accordingly.”

« [ swear never to see calmly, or withont earnest desiresand decided
measures to prevent, tho ill-treatment, slander and defamation of any
Brother Knizht ; nor everto view danger or tho least shadow of injury
about to fall on his head, withovt well and truly inforin him thereof,
and ifin oy power to provent it, never fail hy SWORD OR COUNCIL,
to defend his weifare and good name, I swear to keep secret my
brother’s secrets both when delivered to me as such, and when the
nature of the information is such as to require secrecy for his welfare.”

Such are the obligations of some of the higher ac-
xrpees of Free Masonry—degrees which 'had not the
honour of acquiring, having found the first fonr amply
sufficient to satiate iny appetite for masonic sccrets.—
*“ Our armny swore ternbly in Flanders,” said Stearn’s
Toby : But I appeal to all who now hear me, to deter-
mine, swhether any army, congregated cither from the
out-casts of carth, or the out-pourings of pandemo-
ntum, would exceed these aaths in turpitude and blas-
phemy. It is but a few days since that as pious and
vespectable a man as any in this state, who resides in
Rensselaer county, told me, that when he swore in
the Royal Arch degree, to concesl the secrets.of a
companion, MURDER AND TREasoN NOT Excerren,*
his conscience revolted at the obligation: He paused

* In some chapters, the words—I~¥ ALL cases wraTs
substituted for TREASON AND MURNER NOT EXCEPTED. f i::::’ tlri:i

on the authority of a Figh Priest. The difference i :
@ that between TWREDLEDUM and TWERDLED :s‘ll et quile so mnck,

|
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at this atrocious and appalling commitment—this
criminal relinquishment of civil duty—this ipsult to
the law of heaven, and the divine majesty—and ap-
pealed to the chapter to determine whether it could
be right for an honest man and a fuithful citizen to bind
himselfby such an oatli,to conceal such ENORMITIES
a8 MURDER and TREASON! ‘The answer was,
that he must go on and take it : he did go on to con-
taminate his soul with so foul a stain: but having
since been converted, and I belicve most sincerely so,
to the doctrines of the cross, he now deeply deplores
that he ever, in a moment of delusion, exposed him-
self, by such an act, to the scorn ol man, and the wrath
of Godl!

I inay now conjure you, brethren, in the names oy
tuth, honour, morality, liberty, justice, patriotism, piety
and religion, to come out from this “MYSTERY OF
INIQUI'TY,” and have no more to do with its dark,
bloody, and abominable rmtes. There 1s no time o
be lost.  LEvery moment that you continue within the
pale of its jurisdiction, you stand upon the verge ot
an awful precipice—that preeipice which overleoks
the gulph of cternal ruin, ¥ Choose,” 1 beseech “ you,
this day, whom ye will serve.”  * Choose you this day,”
whether you will he found in the temples of Tiie Lorp
Jesuy, and in the sancluary ot your country’s rights:
or aftending ot the altars of an ordery which 1s upheld
by such criminal and blasphemous obligations; and
whichy in the pride, if' not in the malice of hell, dutes
ity records from the year of light ; as it Christiunitip
was an era of darkness, and Free .Musonry_ the true-
liaks which cometh fram above !
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I'am no Orator—but if I were one, might I not ex-
claim, after the manner of Brurus—If there be any
man here, who 1s still willing to witness the commis.
sion of crime, and the prostration of law, and con-
ceal their guilty authors—Iet him speak, for him have I
offended.  If there be any man here, who can behold
the dagger of the assassin strike its victun, and the
toreh of the incendiary consign to ruin the peaceful
dwelling of his neighbour, with its unsuspecting in-
mates, and still conceal the fiends of hell who are
suilty of such cnormitics, from the public eye—lef
him speak, for him have I offended.  1f there Lie any inan
here who stands ready to embrace the murderer, the
rrattor, as a brother, and to shield him from the arm
of the law—let him speals, for him have I offended :—
Aud finally, if there be any man here, who can put a
human scull to his lips, quafl’ a libation from it, and
profane the name of his REpeEMER at the same time
by invoking it in so vile and revolling a ceremony;
(et that man, or rather that monster, rize up and show
nis cannibal front, his brazen face, his marble eye—
FOR HIM DO [ GLORY IN HAVING OFFENDED!

Brethren and Felloe- Citizens—

{n addressing you, on {his occasion, I had my
doubts, whether 1 should mingle with my remarks on
the particular and important subject that has called
45 together, any allusions to the political parties of the
lay: And whilst T yieid to the propriety of omitting
=il allusions, it may still not be amiss (o wind up
'with somge reflections, not of a party nature, that have
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forced themselves:upon me in my hours of seclusion
and retirement. - It:cannot be denied, that it-has been
the practice of too:many Orators,  onthis day, to fill
the forum with the incense. of :adulation..both to the
living and the dead, and to lead the people astray ; to
laud a few great names—great in- reality, or made so
merely. by “the. clamour of their trumpeters—and to
represent. the nation as'the political Eden of the uni-
verse, where no treachervus serpent ever did, or ever
can, raise his wily head, to blast the present freedom
and felicity, or throw the gloom of despctism and:of
nusery over future prospects.  But all- this is mere
idle declamation, if not the very grossest perversion
of rcason and truth.: That our Divine Creator and
Benefactor, in the plenitude of bis goodnes, has cast
our lines in pleasant places, has fven us a fruitful soil
and-a salutary climate, is certain—and praised be his
nome for ever for these great and precious advanta-

gea.  But as the trials of our virtue and our faith, he
has still left us to contend with the unruly passions,

the evil propensities of our nature, which grew out of
the machinations.of the serpent of Eden, and the con-
sequent fall of our race, in the dehnquency of our first
parents. From that day to this there has been onc
continual, conflict between. virtue and vice, sin and
obedience. From that day to this, there has been a
constant struggle between the. tyrant and the slave,
the oppressor and the oppressed: And so long as this
shall be the case~—so long as the curse of Eden shall
remaint upon our species—so long as the MiLLENNI-
v shall not have proclaimed our restoration to the
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purity of the primeval days of man’s .existence—30r
long shall we be lisble, as a people; to all the evils:of
precocious and vaulting smbition; all the baneful ef-
ccts of intrigue and. corruption; all the .animosities
and heart-burnings of party spirit; and all the demor-
alizing influence of selfish and secret, private and per-
sonal factions and combinations. .'Those wrters, or
those oratorg, therefore, who, losing sight of the frail-
ty and the turpitude of human nature, do httle else but
olut our eyes and our ears with.their glowing pic-
tures and Joud praises of our freedom and prosperity;
who talk of such fictions as Cincinnatus, intent only
on his pottage and his plough, after enjoying the hon-
ours of his country; and while they depict George the
third as a tyrant in the fervid periods of the Declara-
tion of Independence*-forget entirely, that he was not
the first tyrant, and will not be the last, by thousands,
{o scourge o long-suffering and patient people with
the rod of oppression. ,

Such writers, such orators, are tlie bane and the
curse of our country. They lead us into & wrong
ostimate of the world, and of ourselves—they lull us
into a false security——they inspire us with confidence
in men who do not deserve our confidence. They
lead us to believe, contrary to the experience of all
ages, that liberty once achieved, is in no danger of be-
ing lost—and that instead of eternal vigilance which
all true history proclaims as_being essential to her
preservation; we have only to chaunt her praises m.
anniversary strains, and to pour into the ears of the.
people, on every return of this jubilee, the most ro-
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mantic fictions, and the most fulsome  flattery: to
make demi-gods of Roman and Grecian demagogues,
and angels of their followers; and by a natural and
flattering -association of ideas, liken every popular
American—whether a civil or a military chieftain—
and every private American citizen—to these imagin-
ary historical Gods and Angels of antiquity; these
Cincinnatii, feeding on turnips for the good of theis
country, and Decii plunging themselves into bottom.
leus pits for the sume god-like purpose.

Fellow-Cilizens,

'These are the illusions of young and ardent minds.
the fictions of heated imaginations—the romances ot
history—beautiful and sublime, but poetical and vis-
jonary. { 19 not by contemplating such pictures.
that we are to prescrve the preetous inheritance won
by the blood of our tathers: But it is by vigilance.
cternal vigilance alone, that that choicest boon o
Hieaven is to be preserved. It is not by railing af
George the 3d in his grave, and flattering our progeni-
tors and ourselves, that we are o remain free. But
it must be by preserving the sovereignty 1 our own
hands; by diffusing and perpetuating the blessings of
cducation; by cherishing in our own minds, and im-
pressing upon the minds of our children, the value ot
piety and religion, as well as that of morality and
patriotism: And by watching, with a jealous eye, 1u
all their steps, and curbing, by oll possible restraint,
the ‘public functionaries, from the highest to the low-
egt, to whom we delegate, either directly or indirectly,
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rite powers prescribed by our constitutions. The pijo-
found JHack avel has said, that a free government, in
der to maintain itself free, hath.need every day of soie
new provision in favour of liberty: this is as true, s
though it had been the voice of Moses or Christy pr
any one-of the Prophets or Apostles; and yet hojv
far have we, as a people, been from acting up to .
If we could not every day have improved our congj-
tion, have we seised upon every opportunity, in whidh
we could have done it. We have, in fact, reverseil
the admonition in practice; and instcad of makiny;
every day some new provision in favour of liberdy, wy
have almost every duy added some new link to the ¢hai
of slavery. We have forgotten too much of what it
real in the history of human affairs, and remembered
too much of what is romantic. We have forgotten
that if ATHENSs had her Praro, her SocraTis, and her
THRAsYBULUS, she had also her THIRTY TYRANTS; und
that whiist she banished an ArisTipEs, for his real vir-
tues; she cherished and pampered the vilest of dem-
agogues for their suppositious ones. We have for- |
«otien, that if RomE could boast of her CixcinnaTus,
and her Cato; she was disgraced by her CATALINES
and enslaved by her C£sans: thatif Decius plung-
ed himself into a’agulf' (a fiction or an allegory, by the
bye,) for her qalvatlon, NEro made the halls of her
Imnperial Palace ‘fesound wiih the voice of music
whilst her capital was in flames! We have forgotten
that if Spain had lier ancient CortEs, and venerated
liberty; she fell rapidly from that bigh est -e, and
sunk beneath the tetrors of superstition, and quailed




73

under the tyranny of the Inquisition} And that whilst
she sent her CoLuypus and her Las{Casas to explore
the regions of our southern continept; and pave the
way for provincial fidelity to matgrnal power; che
sent such spirits, at the same time, jas ALmacro and
Pizarro, to blast those fair regionsiby their avarice,
therr tyranny and their thirst of blpod. We have
forgotten that if Swepen invoked Blessings on the
hicad of Gustavus, for restoring her fehigious and po-
litical libexty; her curses were dud to the tyrant,
Cuarees the 9th, for subverting thése bulwarks of
her happiness and prosperity : And iffin the language
of an clegant poet, referring to a cijtical period of
Swiss history, when

“'I'rLr. disclos’d, through peril and akirm]
I'he might that slambers ina peasant’s ardy;”

:m*as not the slumbering might of that agm roused into
laction by the cruel and bloody tyrant§ GrisvLer—he
‘qlwho so little rezarded the tics of najure, and the
{'laims of humanity, that with cold and §ecliberate ma.
tce, he coulid order u father o shoot at fa mark plac-
ul upon the head of s son!  Wehave forgotten that
i Itany gave birth to a Beccania, the mdild and phi-
Iz thropic rutl:nr\lucr of laws, and the succpssiul advo-
cdte of freedom and humanity; she had previously
prpduced a Casan Borgia, a monster of tyranny,
crime and corruption : And that if GERMANY had hey
MaxisnLian, ably and willing to reforin abuses; he
toubd her groaning under the oppression of her Vhe-
mid Court, her Cuit of Assassing, as an elpgant wri-

ter thas justly termedit; a Secret Tribungl, which,
| 7
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like the Masonic Inquisition, condemnned the innocent
without a hearing, and executed their own bloody de-
crees. We have forgotien, that if FraNCE had’ her
SuLLy, her Henry the 4th, and her Louis the 16th;
she had also her RaviuLac, her treacherous (ORLEANS,
her bloody and remorsecless Marats and Rongs-
PIERRES, and her all-grasping and despotic Naroreox.
We have forgotten, that if our mother country had
two such virtuous monarchs as Aurrep the founder,
and that Epwagrp who ix, perhaps justly styled the
restorer of her laws and liberties; she had half a
score at least of such bloody tyrants cn the throne,
and on the bench, as Hesky the 8thy and the super-
cilious, cold-blooded and cruel Jerrnies. We seem
to have forgotten, indeed, that it in our own glorious
revolution, we had a WasminaToN, we had at the
same time at least one BeNEDpICT ARNoLy, if no more.
The gloom of this picture is fact, and not funcy: And
15 not human nature cssentially the same in all ages,
climes and conditions?  Remember who it was—or
rather who 1t is—for ne 1= the Ever~an Saviorr—
who said, THERE 15 NONE GOOD, NOT EVEN ONE. It is
ume, then, to change our cowrse—to look at the
dark, as well as the bright side of men and things—
to survey the spots in the sux as well as (o bask in
the gemal warmth of his unclouded beams. It is time
to recur to first principles; to trust implicitly to no
man’s professions; but malke his moral and political
conduct the standard of our respect and confidence.
It i3 high time to determine, that we will not vote for
any man, who does not come forward and pledge
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himself on paper, in the presence of God and his
country, to the course he will pursue, if elected.—
For mysell | shall not hereafter vote for any man, who
will not, if a Free Mason, openly rencunce and de-
nounce the masonic institution: nor will I vote for
any man as a legislator, unless perfectly satisfied, that
if clected, he will use his utmost endeavours to pro-
curc an amendment to the constitution, to exclude not
only I'nee Masoxs, but the members of all sEcrEY
sociETiky, from the Jury Box, and from all official
honours and emoluments. It will not be suflicient
for me~however it nay be for others—itor any man
to say that he 15 not a mason; or if a mason, that he
Las not attended «w Lodge for somne years past, and
such like apologies: but he must come out openly,
boldly, and withiout reserve, and proclaim hunself a
decided, nflexible and -zealous AnTi-Mason, or he
shall not have my vote: For what 1 have done my-
self, and have thought my=elt bound, by my duty to
God and my country, to do, I have a perfeet right to
exact from others before 1 yvield them my confidence
or my vote. I skall act upon the principle, that he
who hias uot the moral courage to take an open, bold
and manly stand, in a righteous cause—a cause in
which the salvation of his country demands his ser-
vices—is wholly unworthy the support of freemnen;
and for one freeman I shall withhold my support from
all such tune-servers, trimmers and ntriguers: And
I hope and trust in God, that every sincere and hon-
est Anti-Mason in the <ute will resolve to act the

game part. We mus clectually destroy the hydra-
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headed monster—MASONRY—or all that we have
done, or may do, short of that mark, will be in vain.
All other public questions vanish into utter insignifi-
cance, when compared with this.  In this cause, then,
LET THE LINE BE DRAWN-—Iet it be fairly understood,
that he 1ho is not for us, is against us: For until this
areat work be consummated, OUR COUNTRY IS NoOT
rREE—and our beloved and venerated fathers have
spilt their blood not to disenthral, but to enslave their
posterity! Let the line, then, be drawn, I rcpeat it;
and iet us toe the mark—resolved, a3 men who know
our rights, and dare defend them, to stand or fall on
the glorious and . imperishable basis of truth and
hberty.

But to return from this digression, if such it be :—
[t 1s time to remember, that it some of the sages of 76
would have freely poured out their blood, as they did
their treasure, for the freedom of their country; therc
were others who sighed for the “leek-pots” of the
old Monarchy, as the sccret debates in the Federal
Convention, of 1787, and the correspondence of Mr.
Jefterson, lately brought to light, abundantly prove:
And here, as an act of justice to a highly meritorious
man, I feel bound to say, that if to the over-zealous
sense of duty, or the official instructions, of M.
GeNET, we owed the establishment of certain secret
societies, already alluded to; it is to the same gentle-
man’s patriotism, as an adopted American citizen,
that we are indebted—and no small obligation it is—
for the bringing to light of thosc sccret debates, which
lustrate, in so new and important a point of view,
the history of our Feperar CoNsTITUTION,
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Excusc me, fellow-citizens, if 1 still pursue the
dark spots in our political horizon: there will Le
cnough without e, on this day, to talk of the hright
ones. Besides, T have brought myself to believe.
that whilst an individual should look only on the briglht
side of things, and thus kecep up his spirits in the
hour of advereity, and fortify himself to encounter toil
and poverty, calumny and contumely, oppression and
persecution :-—a nation, on the contrary, should keep
its eye as sieadily on the dark side, lewi, on ilic vue
hand, hier numcerous agents and trustees betray her
terests, and lead her into sudden and unexpected
difliculties: or on the other hand, her domestic or fo-
reign foes assail her when she is the least prepared to
imcet thewr attacks.  Let me axk you, then, without
travelling to the gates ot Athens or of Rome, or the
roval palaces of Europe; and without recurring to
the treachery that stained the annals of our revolution:
have we not scen enough among ourselvesy, within @
~hort period, to satisfy us, that with all our advantages
of soil and climate, and all the lights of the age, we
cannot sleep for a moment at our posts, if we wish tu
preserve even the shadow, much less the substance or
hiberty.,  [ave we not =een a free citizen, guilty of no
coe but that of telhng the truth for the good of his
country, seized and dragzed of! with Jawless violence.
in open day-light, by the nurderous agents of u SE-.
CRET SOCIETY? Have we not scen that same
citizen (1o say nothing of the wrongs and injuries
offered to another, and to the public peace and liberty

in Iix person) incarcerated, without cause, by the same
-
/
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awless ruffians, in the jail , of Canandaigua?. Have
we not scen him, with: unparalleled treachety, and
under the mask of-fricndship, lured out of .that. jail;

and by the same desr'nptmn of ruffians, if not actually
the same persons, again, seized with lawless violence,
and borne off, gagged, plmoned and hood-winked, to
Fort Niagara? And have we not scen that fortress,
that intended bulwark of American freedom, basely
and infamously prostituted to the reception, as a pri-
soner, of this deeply injured and caplive ciizen? And
are we not morally certain, that this man, without the
shadow of a crime, and who had bravely fought the
hattles of lis country, when assaulted by foreign {oes,
was therc barbarously murdercd to glut the vengeance,
and in conformity to the bloody code of a SECRET
~0CIETY; but in gross violation of the laws. of God
and our countl y? But this is not all—the story is not
half told. Idave we not seen, in addition to these
cnormitics, the same blood-stained and secrct asso-
ciation, and its murderous agents, putting at open de-
fiance the laws of the land—and thus far, with a ui-
vial exception, when compared to the enormity of the
offence, cluding successfully their provisions and pe-
nalties? What a monstrous state of things'—and
how bitter the reflection to the man who loves liberty
—that all the intelligent portion of this great and pow-
crful community are morally certain, not only that one .
of their fellow-citizens has been murdered by the
agents, and in conformity to the obligations of a se-
cret society; but are morally certain, at the same.
time, who were the actual perpetrators of the crime:
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And yet two years have elapsed, during which ail the
power of -the state has. not been  adequate to bring
them. to the bar. of justice! -Amidst all this violence
and outrage, this'prostration of law and liberty—Have
we not.seen: the House'of Assembly of this state, the
mere ; servants of the people, with unparalleled inso-
lence rejecting the reasonable request of their west-
ern constituents, for aid in bringing to light the mur-
der and the masonic.murderers of William Morgan,
by appointing a board of honest and independen
commissioners to investigate the case? And have
we not seen the same men, the same masonsg, who
spurnied at this rational request, and grossly insulted
its authors, since yielding thew support (nay, being
the first to propose it) to the appointment of a solitary
inquisitor, ostensibly for the same purpose, but with
what real aim time must deternine!  Whilst all this
has been going on—all this prostitution of legislative
dignity, and perversion of legislative power: while
such of your Exccutive and Judicial Authoritics, as
teel themselves unshackled by masonic oaths, and
masonic cable-tows, have strove 1 vain to vindicate
the majesty of” the laws; paralyzed in their exertions
by the unparalleled negligence, if not actual co-opera-
tion of other Executive and Judicial Authorities with
the masonic conspirators: whilst all this has been
© ooIng on, have not NINETY-NINE out of a UUNDRED of
our Juditors, either wilfully, or through fear of masonic
proscription, entirely suppressed the fucts in this
cage! And through this daring delinquency, or in-
voluntary dereliction of duty, on the part of those
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liditors, have not the people, in alinost every section:
of the country, been kept totally in the dark in rela-
tion to those wvillanous and bloody outrages - against
law,, liberty and social existence? And finally, let me
ask, and let the question, as it ought to do, sink deep
into your hearts—Have we seen a single man, among
the distinguished leaders of cither of the »ld political
parties—I mean those individuals who have been dis-
tinguished, not to be sure for their brlliant talents, or
cmitnent and disinterested public services—but by the
privilege they have long enjoyed of basking in the
sun-beams of the ‘Treasury, of living luxuriously upon
ihe bounty of the pcople, in the high oflices of the
state:—Have we, I ask you, seen any one of those
well-fed political cormorants, (always so ready io
light on the Treasury roost,) who has not on this ini-
portant occasion, deserted most shamefully the rights
of the pcople; who has not sanctioned by his dis-
sraceful apathy the shedding of innocent blood by
midnight conspirators, and the total subversion of the
libertics of his country by a dark, barbavous, and an-
hallowed sEcreT comminaTion!  But the theme is too
disgusting to dwell upon: the soul of honoury of vir-
tue, and of patriotism, sickens at the contemplation
of this mass of “modern degencracy!” 1 must,
therefore, conclude; and leave you, in your retire-
ment, if you con stomach the task, to fill up the pic-
ture !—a picture, whose relief is so revolting to hu-
manity, so destitute of moral beautfy or sublimity, and
so replete with moral ugliness and deformity, that fu-
ture ages will look upon it with astonishment, as well



81

as disgust and horror: Yes, when selfish views shall
no longer blunt the sensibility, nor blind the judgment
of mankind, on the .great guestion of this day, pos-
terity—disinterested and impartial posterity—will ex-
claim of this uge, as an age of meanness, an ¢ gc of
cotton and wool, of codfish and molasses!—au age
in which pretended patriots could split hairs upon «
tarif bill, or pull ears upon Jackson’s extra pay and
rations, or Adams’ long continued drafts upon the
treasury; while they could look with indifference p-
on the wrongs of oppressed humanity, and behold the
last spark of liberty quenched, by midmght conspira-
tors, in the blood of an innocent and unoflending
freeman! FAREWELL ! And that God, of his infinitc
aoodness, may shower down upon you ali, collectively
and individually, the choicest of His heavenly bless-
ings, 18 the ardent prayer of him who now addresses
you: And whose latest breath will invoke that eternal
and immutable Governor and Judge of the Umverse,
to continue these United States the scats of sound
science, of pure and unadulterated liberty and religion;
until the Heavens shall pass away as a scroll, and
the consummation of uis own eternal purposes in the
creation, shall be witnessed and seanled!
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PROPOSALS

BY WEBSTER & W0OOD, OF ALRANY, FOR PUBLISHING
BY SUBSCRIPTION, A WORK, ENTITLED

THE

DIVINE ORACLES

‘Trany

FREE MASONRY.
DEING
An casy applieation of scriptural portraits to the Masanie Fraternity,;
Together with the author's Valedictory to his Quondany Brethren
of the Crafl,

.._.+.....—

BY SOLOMON SOUTHWICOK,
Onee a Mark Master Mason.

“Henceforth omcles are ceas'd,
And thou no more with pomp and sacrifice i
Shadl be enguired at Deiphos, or elaew here, |
At least in vaun for they shall ind thee mute.
Giod hath now «ent his liviner otacie
Into the world 10 (ewch his tinal will.—Mirroy,
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‘The above work will be uweatly prioted and stitehed in bandsome
covering, at §30 per hundred— 2 per dozen, or H0 conts nin_glc. The
cxact oumber of pagrs canuot now e stated—but the guuntity of mat-
ter shall amply answer to the price. 1t is wished to put it to the press
asearly as the first of Ducember  ‘Thoce, therefore, who wmay be in-
duced to patronise it, wili please communicate their orders, as soon ax
convenient, to the publishers, From this Prospectus, any persoa zo
disposed, can druw a caption, and procure subscribers.
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o PROPOSAILS
FOR PUBLISHING A BOOK, ENTITLED,

LIGHT ON MASONRY,

A COLLECTION OF DOCUMENTS UPON THE SUBJECT OF
SPECULATIVE FREE-MASONRY :

Emhracing all the degrees on Masonry, from an Entered Apprentice
to the Thrice IHustrious order of the Cross, as published by
Cngt. Willinmy Morgan, the Martyr; and the convention of
seceding Masons, hield at Le Roy, July dth and 5th,

183,
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COMPILED BY

ELDER DAYID BERNARD,

Of TWarsine, Gen. Co. N. X, Onee an Intimale Seeretury in the Lodge
of DPerfection.
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* For there is nothing envered that shall not be revealed: and hid, that
shiall not be known.”
*Aud what ye hear o the ear, that preach ye upon the houso tops.*
JeEsvs Ctnisr,

The aboave work, o addition to ull the Degrees of Masonry, from an
Eintered Apprentice, to the ‘Thrice Mustrious Order of the Holy Cross s
will contain the Riaxs, Limaes, and Pass Waorns of a number of tha
Inefiable Degrees, as conferred inthe ** Loper o Prurecrion:™ and
the following very intereatiug and tnlyﬂﬂnn: Documents

Ist, Resvrr of a Convention ul: the Sammtoga Baptist Assaciation,
contaisiug F{leen Reasons fur thoir disfellowshipping Free-masours,

Ind, Revont of the Western t‘uuumtluun,uppniuludiy the people
the countics of Genesees Livingston, Untario, Mouroe and Niagara, witly
an Appendix, being u Narrative of Facls, in relation to the abduetion
and wurder of Cupt. William Morgan, &e. &e. Ke.

3, Tres of Masonic Consprrators, who coufussed themselves
Guilty of Kidnapping Capt, William Morgan.

Ath, Procenpixas of the Convention of Seceding Masons, held at
I.¢ Roy, Feb. 19 and 20, 1523,

Oth, "roceroivns of the Anti-Masouic Convention of the Twelhve
Western Counties of Now York, held at Le Roy, March 6th and T¢h.
18N, incluling their very able Address to the people of the State of
New-York. :

tth, Iatronraxe Exrusers from the procecdings of the Legirlatyre
of New York, relative to the Masonie OQutrages, conunitted Sept. 1824,
including tho Specch of the Hon. Mr, Crary beforo the Senate,
¢ 7th, Proceemixas of the Convention of Seceding Masona held at 1e
Roy, July 4th and Sth, 1328, including im}mnm.t Rxteacts from the
Muasterly Address of Solomon Soathwick, Feqg, delivered to that budy,
and the Oration of Herbert A Read Fsip. a Seeeding Knight Petoplar,
pronounced at L.e Roy, July dth 1328, to an Assembly of about 10,000
1erelns.

. 8th, Prnocrepixas of the Anti-Mavomic New-York State Convention.
held at Uticu, August {th and dth, 182,
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Uth, An Avpress to all Honest Masons, in 8 numbers, by a Seceding
Knight Templar. . . 3

ll.Fth, A CAnpID APPEAL t0o professors of religion on the asubject
of Speculative Frea Muonrﬁ‘l:y B. B, Hotohkin, ruling clder in the 1at
Presbyterisn church, in Le Roy. _

11th, Renuncrarions of Freo Masonry, by Seceding Masons.

12th, Tk GREAT QuEsTion AniwERED, “If Freemasonry be so
great an evil, why have great and good men united with and continued
to countenance the Institution solong”t By a Seceding Mngun.

13th, Masons JusTiviep in breuking their Masonic .(Jaths, and
publishing the secrets afthe ordertothe World1 . By a Seceding Mason.

14th, Facrs not included in the above Documents, proving the truth
of Morgan’s Abduction and Murder, and the awiul corruption of the
Masonic Institution. Notks and Critical Remarks on the whole work,
by the Compiler and Publisher, &c¢ &e, &e. .

A moments reflection will convince the candid that the above work
iy greatly nceded. Many parts of this state (N. Y.) and a great part of
the United States, is yet in darkness as it relates to the recent Masonic
Qutrages, and the sccret mysteries, and abominations of Freemasoary:
And it is not cnly important that the Light onthis subject should be spread
throughout the Union, but it is necessary for the good of posterity, that
the facts now in possession should he secured in such amanper as not
to be easily mutilated and destroyed.

Resowvmioxof an Aunti-Masenic Convention of .Genesee county,
held at Bethany, July 23, 18282, in favour of the nbove work. : ¢ Where-
as the title and prospectus of a book entitled « LIGHT ON MASON-
RY, &c, has been read to this Convention: Therefore, Resolved, ‘That
for the advancement of Light and Truth, in the great and hn? cause of
Aati-Masonry, and for the good of future generations, we deem it of
the highest importance that such a work be published, and {rom our
knowledge of the talents, character, intelligence, and zeal of Elder
Davin Benxanrp, we believe hin to be eminently qualified for such
an undertaking ; we therefore solicit him to persevere in the® work
without delay, as such a work is worthy of the patronage of the friends
of liberty and religion throughout the whole civilized world.* -

ROBERT EARLIL, Jr. President.
CEPHAS A. SMITH, Secretary.

REsoruTion of the Anti-Masonic New-York State Convention, hell
at Utica, Aucust drh, 1928, in favour of the above work. ** Wherens
the title and prospectus of o ook entitled LIGHT ON MASONRY
&c. by Elder David Bemmand, has heen read to the convention, and en-
tertaining the fullest confidence in the intc%rity, zeal and ability of the
compiler, and being deeply impressed with the importance of the pro-
posed publication to the cawse of trath ind justice; Therefore, Re-
solved, that we recommend the Compiler to proceed without delay in
the publication of his ook, and we recommend it to the attention and
patronage of all the friends of truth and the cause of civil hberty
tht;iullﬂ!mut the '.l'ﬁr:‘d- JAMES HAWKS, President.

"HOS, . GREEN, ? : ’ .

SETH A. ABBEY,’ § Secretaries.

Cosprrioxs.—The above work will contain 600 pagea ducdsecime,
printed with fair type, on good paper, and full bound.  Price to Sub-
scribers, 81 50. ,

&5 Subscriptions, post paid, will be received by the publishers of
this Oration, for Elder Butngrd‘; work. y f
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