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By JOSEPH E SPRAGUE, Es~ 
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fnventive Art can give to marble breatb, 
And raise the Patriot's form from shades of death. 
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SAI..E~f, JULJ' 4·, 1821. ' 
• 

At'a meeting of the Salem Clial'itable .iUechanic ~a(JciatiQn, this day, 

Voted unanimously, that the. t}~~ks .~f ~h!s .Association be pl'csented to 
JOSEPH E SPRAGUE, Esq. the Orator 'of die Day, for his able and eloquent Ad­

aress, particularly for the handsome mannel.' in which he has vindicated the 
-

character' of our Society; and thgt a copy he requested for the press 
, • " • • ,. - t •• " •• 

• ' r • ',;;, " , .. '1'. 'NE£llflAM, Secretar,' . 
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'l'HE occasion on whi:ch\ve afi6'a~s'eiiliJlcd, the re­

spectable audience whom I address, but alio,"e aU,' tHe place 
in which I stand, inspit"c rue with unusual a\veand' dis,; 
trust. "Tho cail ascend tbis' sacred desk. ,vllCncethe ora-, 

cles of wisdom have so often been delivel'bd from thc've.tie­

l'able "and" saintcfllips of ilepartcd'pietynnd vl'i'fae,"witliout 
his heal't sin,king at the thought, that lie IS starltling ~itli " 
unhaH6wed feet 011" hO,ly ground? "Who uut must fQtftJ how 

• I' ,. I • 

gl'e~at is thr. contrast between his best effi;rts, -arid the weekp . ~ , .. 
ly l~s8ons that are hel'e disptmsed, cJoathed 'with every or-

• 

nament 'of classic elegance, alid eriforc~~ arid' brougbt home 
to the heul't 'with i·csistlesseloqitencc?· But patHotislll 
commands ~s tn 'yiold up every selfiSli !feeliiig-,: anil to m'eet 

. the cOJl1paJ'ison, howevcl' sb'~kihg,. I ' 

• 

Othet, na.tions have their l'eguJar annual festivals. -They 
, 

celebx.~tc the birth of t~eil' l)l'ince,- Ol~' other events' of as 
• 

little lml~ol'ta!1ce, with all the pOlllP and parade that inge-
t I • • 

miity.can contr'ive, OJ! ,extravagance exe'ctitc' .. · But AIriei'i:' 
cans; blest above any nation diat'ever ha(rexis~ence~' su~ei' 

• • 

year aftel' ye:tr' to pass away without atiy"Jpublic' ackno,v-
• . • . I 

ledgement 01" }·ejoicing.' Even the' occa~ioilal celebration ,- , 
of the Allnivel"sal'Y 'Of our N ational !Irtdep~'dcnce', ff!quh;es 
a great effoi·t. 'Ye deem our political blessings, like the 
.great hl~ssings of H~aven, 'healfIl' aDd' l('ompCt~~lCY; toe 

, 

• , 
, 

I 

• 

• 



common to demand particular commemoration. Such ina 

gratitude ought not to exist, and every year, our political 

birth-day should find us_ assembled in the temple, to com-
• .. 

memOl'ate OUl' blessings, and pour forth our gratitude to 

their Author. ~. 

The story of our Revolution9 of the wrongs that led to 

it, and of the patriotism that achieved it, cannot be too 

deeply imprinted on our hearts. The name of every hero 
and statesman of that day should be familiar to us from in­

faucy. It'is a theme of-which we should never be weary. 

But the time necessarily limited for a public address, is infi­

nitely too short even for a brief recital. It must be writ­
ten by the historian, and learnt from the cradle and in thQ 

• 
schools. To delin~ate some of our peculiar privileges, the 

influence they have on society, and the means by which 

they should be cherished, will be our utmost aim. 

Happy is it for us, thappy for our country, that 011 this 

occasion all ' ~parties and all religious sects can as­
semble in one temple to celebrate the deeds of their common 
fathers, to evince their gratitude for their services, their 

veneration for their principles, and to renew on the altar-of 
• 

patriotism, their determinations never to sacrifke what-was 

purchased at so great expense of hardship, toil and suf-
ferings.· , . 

1'he past year forms a memorable era in our annals; in 
its course two centuries have. elapsed, since our, hardy pro .. 

genitors, to enjoy that liberty of,conscience which was de .. 

nied tbem. at home, sought in this Commonwealth an asylum 
for religious liberty •. Followirigtbe tracl{ explored by the 

, . 
adventurous bark .of Columbus, they -' left behind-them the 
pleasant and cultivated ,fields of . England' for· the . barr~n 

sh9re~ of Plymouth;, too soci~ty of.their fricpds for· the tt­

bode orth~ uncultivated-'child ·of. ilattll'e ;.' tile endearments 

• 

• 

• -



, 

, 

" 

of home, and,tltecharities which .bind us· to. our country, 

for anunex(Jlored ~iegion. "fbey quitted pleilty, bealth, and 
• 

all the luxuries of civilized life, and' encountered want, 
disease, and e,'ery suffering-of a savage state. .AIl these 

, 

sac~ifices were made to enjoy the unalienable right of man, 

to worship his' Creator as his conscience dictates. 
, 

. A spirit of 14ibel·ty, and a restlessness under oppression, 

had for ages characterized the hardy sons of Great Britain. 
\Vhilst the nations on' the Continent were acquiescent 'to 

the dictates of. arbitrary and despotic power, the Barons 
of Englaud were continually wL'estling with royalty, ,a~­
tacking the power of the',Crown, and graduaUy wresting 

from sovereignty somo prorogative, and secUl'ing to ,the 

people 'some before unacknowl~dged right. The WI'it of 

Habeas COl'lms, and the pro\"isiol1s of the Great, Charter, 
• 

were triumpbs of libe.:·ty, strl1g[!;ling into existence; over 
',' . . 

the POWCl' .of the C.'own.' Indeed a'spirit of I~iberty bas 

eyer characteri~cd the h~~d of OUl' fuFtl,'atbers, though. at 

'times 'almost smothered by. the' persecutions of despotism. 

Of aHthe persecutions which have darkened tlle page of 

history, those which hayc been carried o~ under the ma."k 
of Religion, have ever been mnst cl'uel and relentless. Bi­

gotry and enthusiasm united, have desolated' the fairest 
fields of society, and the mild and benignant spirit of Chris· 

tianity h,as been converted into g'al'menta of blood and'iu­

struments of wl'ath. T1ur influence of this persecuting 

spirit banished'our ancestors to the unexp]ored ~ shores of 

:Massachusctts., , 'rhat. the Spil'lt from which' they, fled, 

should sometimes have characterized their pr()ceooings 

here, is. not surprising.' Liberal principles. and' enlighten­

eel vi9wS are' not the, native plants of any soil, or' the 
growth of a single age.. Years of bigotry must roll, away, 

before the' seeds of education aJld h'abit can be eradic~ed 
• , 

, 

• 
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("om the mind~, As the forests iu new' countries' fall 'bef~re 
the' altc' of::civilization, and' the rays of tbe sun penetrate . 
into the cadh they Ilad sbatled, and amclio:rate the' Clr~ 
mate, ISO the advance of intelligence and libel'al prinei.:. 

• 

pIes is gradual and pl'ogl'essi "c. :Mell accustomed' to Opl 

pression,. and suddeuly l'clicfCd from its,· weight, are ·natu. 

rally but'100 apt'to In-ove· tyrants' itl' . their tu~n, anlf. to' . 
use.to the fuU'extent,theit' brief authority in inflicting on 
other-s the sufferings theyhavethemseives endured. Hence' 
it: is.Jlot 'so surprising that .. Q\ll' . ancestors" werC' guilty , of 
some·. acts of :oppression, as that so few of that character 
aanfairly be laid to theil' charge: . . . 

The 6hristianReligion, fl'eed from scholastic abstlrdi:. 
ties, and'~undel'stood in its purity, is' at war with aU 'acts 

of tyranny amI. oppression. It teaches that tb~ whole fam­
ily.;of'man is one family. That every member' of this 
family has fquall'ights, and that nO' one f!'om 'nature can 

, 
• 

derive the pl'erogMive to tyranl1ize over 'his brother' •.. It$ 
principles arc equally l'ellUgnallt to the existence-of the' 
:MOllarclries of.the Old World, and to Slavery in the New~' 
It cannot be IOl1g understood-in: its purity, and 'practised 
in its,simlllicity, wHbo'ut subverting the fonndatio1)s' <of' 
those principles which declare tllat'goVel'n are for the ' 
benefit of. the l'ulers, and not of the IJfople. The·op~ration. 

of its principles in OUl' own country ,has been, to allake die 
foundations of aU })owe .. -not exercised for the' 'exclusive 
beoofit of the people. The, ·s~nie· spirit that drove otiran ... 

• 

cestors' the trackless':p,aths of 'the mighty deep, lea,' 
, 

to their emancipation fronlt~ej.r .colonial state, and' con .. ' 
ducted'to·that:revolutioD; the manly 'Declaration' of whicll, 
oB··tk0J F.ouP1h··day of July, '11'16;' has this day been l'eiid td 

• • , • 

'\,'00' , I,f. -.i .... ' • • 

, 

, Thai u.ndaunted Rt'mness, t1t~ $teady resolution, and the 
• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

t~)tyieldirlg·opposition of our revolutionary fathers, . 'W . tile 

encl'oachments of the ,mother country,. sllouldever be recol~ . 
. Jected with ·gratitude by ·those who aTe now reapiag t~6 

f.·uits·of that The Vialor displayed, and ,the :un­
dismayed oourage which marked···the whole. course of the 
Revolution; alPe too-honorable traits in our .country~8 cha.r­
acter to be Buffered -to pass into oblivion.· The bloody bal ... 
tIe of'Breed'a·Hill, at the .commencement af onr Revolu,: 
tion, taugllt'the British officers,' that; tbe . meno',with, whom 

• 

ibey were to contend, were animated·bya'spirit ,wbicbconId' . 
• 

not be overawed, and induced a . procrastinatinn in :their 

subsequent movements most }lfopitious to oUr ultimate suc"' . 
cess, and gave to OUl' countt'ymcn a contidenctr.-iJi themselves 

• • 

that they never· afterwards lost. Indeed; our.independence' 
was fairly. achieve(l and, placed beyond' a .doubt, in this: in~ 

• 

cipioot stage of the . revolution. . Thc'gIoriOlos result of that: . 
. revolution, the memorable deeds wbicb marked.its 

and the n QfJhosc· heroic spirits who.followed~ the·Fa.;.\ 
tiler of. his counw,. in tbe, dark, disastrous,and inauspicious: 

.' . • • 

hours· of the Revolutionary -war,. should. he· engraven' on, the:· 
memories .of OUl' SOilS in indelible characters, that they maYi 
imbibe·the spirit and. emulate the "irtues ·oftheir·ancestors'.: 

The most mcmorableevent of our Revolution was .its 
closing-scene. Then the war-worn veteran,· flusbed. with, . 

• 

victory, ·y-o]untal·Uy . sought· tlie shades of. priv:ate . life, :gavc;. 

-.. 

up the ·etpployment·towhicb be had become accustomed,. 
contl'ibuted· to ~ereGt tltat~ Constitution and·· frame of 
ment·under wboae auspioi~us ,infiuenee we hav3 risen toi 

sl~ch ·anunexampled height of prosperity and:felicity •. The 

grcatest.:vietery ,that. manev.er· achieves is that. ,over . his 

own ambition. and pride.· When we see· the ao1.dier., CI'own..1 
@d With . victory, willingJy giving up his arms, , 

• 

in .private life, amidst the chilling . ·CJf· -P9VOpty, : sup.., 

• 
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port for Jlimself a,nd family, he is then entitled to a higher 
, . 

standing and riobler nam:ethari that of a soldier, he becomes _ ' 

by ~fait· and legitimate title, a Patriot. . 
. - . 

,.If:any nation e~er could, w~thout impl'oper pl'ide, felici-
• 

tate .themselvc~ ,on their :-;ituation, surely we are that peo-

pIe.' ~'his. fact, acknowledged by all the nations of the Giv-
, 

ilized. .world, ,needs, no chain of reasoning to demonstrate. 
, 

'lVe possess every, variety of soil and climate, we are sur-
. ' 

rounded by seas, intersected by rivers; our country ,abounds 
. ' . • 

witb e,"cl'Y useful mineral, and our soil smiles.on the labor 
" ' 

of the bus,h~~ndP1an. O,m" shills n,avigate. every. sea.; ~ur 
hardy fishermen pursue the Leviathan of the de~p to the 

, . , 

confmcs of the globe; the surplus productions of our .soil 
. . ' 

Rupply the wants of the wm,'1d;, and, our manufactures al'e 
• 

increasing ,with a certain and most rapjd progress. We 
• 

h~we .gr.own beyond example.in wealtb,an4 population, and -
the name: Qf .. American throughout the :wor1dJs, ~n epithet 
of,industry, actt~tity an(l ,e~terprize., ' ,Bout these blessings 

are not peculiar to us, they are particil)ated by other Da-. , 

tions, in, greater. or, less degrees. We~ have those, of adis-

t~nct and. more important character, which no ,ot~er cou~­
try enjoys •. lYe are the only nation whose government. is 
in :the, hands of the wh~h~ ~qdy of ,t,le people, and whose 

opel~ations ar~" cOl)duct,ed excIusirely for tbeir benefit. We 
, 

are the 'only, p~ople that can wOl'Ship ~he Great Creator"of 

the:U nivcI'se, aqcor.dipg to, the dictates of OU1" consciem~es. 
. ,. 

In all.other r~gi9ns "Qf, the ~artb, which have, advanced , 
. .. . -

from .the bloody ,~nd.debasiJ:~g rites of. pagan. superstition, 
, 

I ' <' •• 

an excluRivesysteJll~prevaiis. , ~here is no Qther, counfry,in 

whicb:.so~e .. political or otb~r disability, does. not : attach to .. ',' . ~ , 

tbose:.who, dt;) ;not confqrm to, the e!:!tablished, r~ligion.', I,n 
. '. .' - . . . .' 

ever,y ,other natipu, ,a"religious tyranny, either aosolute'and 
• • ,.' '" , • I , ' 

exclu ~iye" ~r. ~Qlerat~on, trranny modifted,' p~vails. , 
-

-, 
• , 
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In the late war, a war in which we had to' c{)ntelld with 
the ,'aliant troops of England, elated with the victories 

they had obtained OVCl' thc vetel'aus of France; when, un­
happily, great diffcrence of opinion existed a:3 to the expe­
diency of the war, and party" spirit prevailed with uncom~ 

• 

111011 rancour; under these disadvantages, the distinguish-
ed valour of o'm' tl'OQ})S, and unparalleled achievements of 
OUI' navy, astonished Europe, learnt fOl'eign powers to re­
spect our rights, and to tt-ernble at our angel'. It taught 

• • 

us to l)lace a propel' confidence in OUl' own energies. It 
added the last and only tt'ial wanted, of the str~ngth and 
llermanency of our constitution and government. It gave 
demonstration to the world, that a great nation, a numer-

• 

ous and widely diffused population, were capable of self-
government. Those who before doubted, are now convin­

. ced, that a government constituted like ours is the best and 
strongest for any peoille, under any circumstances, who 
have intelligence enough t.o· understand tln~ir rights, amI 

• r.· .. .: 

virtue to defend thcin. '.. . 

Our distinguished situation~ 'and unparalleled pro~pel'ity, 
• 

have rendered' us the object of admiration and envy to the 
world. As the knowledge of our institutions becomes dif· 

• • 

fused, and the permanency of theni tested, other· nations 
are copying from om' example.' Already have the lleople 

• • 
of South America, Spain and Portugal, awakened frOI11' the 
darkness of ages to a knowledge of their rights. ' 'rhe light 
was breaking out in Naples and ancient Greece, and Wo.uld 

• • 

'have soon pervaded Europe, but for the great military 110W-
• 

er of the desPo.ts of Russia and Atistria. rrhe Fl1ench 
troeps who came to. our aid during' the war of the' Revolu­
tion, imbibed on our shores the spirit of Liberty; this spi­
rit they infused, on their return to. their o.wn country, into 

• • 

the bosoms o.f' their countrymen~ Thus the AmCl'icall pro·· 
II 

• 

, 

• 
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d'Uced the 'French 'Revoluti:on~ And Fran'ce, ·though tlgain . 

subjcCtto her' ancient'race of: monarchs" now enjoys a de­
gloce or-liberty never befolc ex:pcrienc~. The lands which 

before'tbe Revolution, were' engrossed by the Nobility and 

Clergy, are now divided'in . small portions among the com-
• 

monality. And the people- oftbat country; notwithstand-
ibg their great exertions, and the bloody revolution they. 
have passed, are in abetter situation,·than ·they would have 

been' in:. for a century. Even the desp()tic power and suc­
cessful military career of-Napoleon, has been instrumental 
irt spreading the knowledge of their rights to the remotest 
regioJl.S of Europe. His powarful h.nd abolished customs 
and 'extirpated . deep-rooted prejudice~~ which one less dar .. 
ing or 'leES powerful ('.auld never have accomplished. He 

gave to' the sciences and arts tbe most ·lib~ral encourage­
ment; and to him may fairly be attributed the 1ti1~J ovel" .. 
throw of tlrat'illstl'ument of tyranny, the Inquisition, and 

• • 

the snppl'essiontfJil those haunts- of superstition, vice and 
pollution, the nunneries and moAsteries. . 

The· attempts of the Holy Alliance ·to withstand the tide 

of public opinion, setting so strongly 'in favour of the rights 
• 

of man, may serve for a short tiBie to retard the progress 

of liberty, but it can only be for a short .time, for it- is a 
resistless current which no temporary mounds can with-

• 

stand" The very troops· stationed' .in other' countries to 
keep ·down· the liberties 'of the people, are' themselves in a. 

schoc;l where they will be taught lessons . t they could 
not have learnt in their own countries,' and on their return 

• • • ._,1' • • '. 

bom~ they will cal'ry with them new ideas,. ideas fata~to 
• 

despotism. . Thus w.i1l the examp~e of .our Revolution, an,d 
the bJessing1l we this day commemorate, . . -oper~te the 

emaocipation of a world •. Every attempt. to smother the 
• • 

of liberty is but a"secret operatioR in the hands.-r 



• 

1f 

Pl'ovidell~J to bring .within its blaze every relick .otdc6pQ"­
tism. Tbtse effects, though not·so obvjous,. are more ~r. .. 
tain, thaR the more direct ex~rtions of those heralds who 
bave gone to the remote regigns of the earth wi~h the word. 
of life •. 'Vherever k,.owledge and clwistianity are diffused~ 
liberty will soon make her abode. . 

The unworthy use made h, South America of tbcip eman .. 
.cipation, the threatening aspect of the SpanL~h horizon, 
and the shameful pusillanimity of the Neapolitans~ imluce 
us at fir~t to tbink them unworthy of liberty, and fit only 

• 

to be the passive insb'uments of despotic power. But b".-
• 

fore we condemn them rashly, we· ought to consider how 
far they are. behi~d us in intelligence, and in the knowledge 
of their rights;· that -this ignQrance is the effect of an it'on 

• 

despotism, under which they have been borne down for ages. 
Before they can arrive at the full enjoymenrof liberty, they 
must pass through years of suffering . and scenes of blood­
shed. The gentle breeze that refl·eshesQ».r climate,·wouJd 

• 

there be unperceived. N oUling but the lightning and rem-
purify an atmosphere slIl'cilarged with Hie putres-

.cent growth of ages. . . 
TIle past year will be memorable fo.r the Treaty by 

whicb we have made the important acquisition of Flol'ida, 
and.terminated our differences witb Spain, the only nation 

-
with whORl we had any serious disputes remaining unDd-
justcd. This treaty is not only ·impo.'t.ant in securing to 
Us a v-all1able territory, indemnity to our citizens, sccupity 
alld fatilities to our southerl) ool'derH, and, a tinal settle-

• 

. . of:-Iong existing .difficultifJS; Imt there is another 
point of view ·in which itis infinitely more imp0l1ant. 'The 
immense territory of, I oq,isiana, extending fl'om the Gulf 
of'Mexico to the Lakes, {1'ODl the'Mi8sissippi to the Pacific 

• 

peean,. a collntl'Y -sufficient to afford subsiste.nee., content-
• 

I 

• 



• 

• 

• 

mellt and wealth to an hundred millions. of human beingss 
was wrested fromthe.imbecility of Spain through her fears 
orihe overwhelming power of France, and by her ceded to 
us. Though our physical title to this country was perfect, 
OUl' moral one was defective. By the provisions of our 

treaty, we have the acknowledgement of Spain to the just­
ness of this title; an acknowleugeme.nt, worth to a nation 
that I)rides herself on her justice.. an hundred Florid as. 
'Ve do not, as has been asserted, give up for the Flol'idas 
all the claims of our citiz(,llS, and the rich province of 
Texas.. 'Ve indeed gain by it not only Florida, but also a 
perfect title to Louisiana; a title which neither Sl>ain, nor 
any other country, can hereafter question. 

We have been unavoidably led in our survey of our own 
situation, to a view of the state of' Europe and the world. 

So proud is the eminence on which we stand as a· nation, 
that the future historian of Europe must tell her fate in con­
nexion with th~l of the new world, from which she is copy­
ing, and the American writer cannot do justice to.·his own 
country, without describing bel' influence over tbe destipies 
of other nations. . 

To preser,'e and pcrpct uate our institutions, we must 
support the basis on which· they rest. 'Yhilst the peo-

• 

pIe are enlightened amI virtuous, their liberties cannot 

be eudangered. Cherish then, and liberally endow, 
your seminaries of learning, and your common schools, for 
they are the sure foundation of your liberties. W itbbold 

. .' 

not the arm of tbe law. from the support of the institntions . 
,,* • 

for mor'aI instruction. To give a people.knowledge.:~'witlt~···. 
out morality, is but increasing tbeir capacity. to dO';'eVil~'· 

- . 

The main support of our laws and liberties is in the morals 
of the people. Let their moral prillcil))cS be subverted, and 

• 

cltools of science ~ecomc, like our state prisons, nurseries 

• 
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of vice, wherc villainy may learn with certainty-the··m~ans 

of success. The snpp.ort of public institutions ought Dever 

to be trusted to tIle \'oluntary cOlltl'ibutions of avaricc ancl 

cupidity. 'Y cre 0111' taxes to bc thus levicd, OUI' roads 

would soon become impassable,' and our school-houses 

without instructors. No idea can be more mistaken, than 

that compulsion to support any institution is inconsistent 

with religious liberty. "Whilst man if; left to think and 

worship as llis consciencc dicliltcs, his religiolls liberty 

cannot be impugncd, unless he be religiously scrupulous of 

paying away money. It is only whcpc therc are religious 

establishmcnts, that there is tyranny and oppression. There. 

is no establishment when evcry parish can determine for 

itself the mode of worship. At the same time that we 

would compel evcry one to support moral instruction, we 

would not confine that support to any sect or denomination .. 

Every parish should have equal l>ight~, whether they are 

Protestant or Catholic. Greek or J c\vish. On such found a--
tion we shouhl not hesitate to 1)lace ournloJ"fit institutions, 

reposing in perfect confidence, that on tIlis broad basis 

Christianity would most certainly succeed, and that in its 

success our political rights would cyer fiud theh- gl'eatest 

security •. 

The next thing to he regarded is the selection of your 

Rulers. Suffer no fatal lethal'gy to make you regardless of 

your political rights; watch over them with unceasing vi­

gila~ce. Elect none to office who have other aims than the 
• • 

l~tlllJiCweal. 'Vhere you find men consistent, however ar-
. d~bt may bc their feelings, however djfferent their scnti-

. " .. 

ments, you may know that they arc actuated by bonest and 
upright motives, and are worthy of your. confidence and 

support. But those who vary with every gale of popular­

ity, who rise and fall as thc tide of their interests serves, 

• 

• 

, . 
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ought nevel-, to be trusted. They will fiattel' you at one 

moment, a.nd trample on you the next •. ,Men who act bon· 

estly, will frequently differ in seutiment from theil' political 
" 

friends ; but he whose opinions vary wIth the time and 

place in which he is' acting, bas no principle but self-in-

terest. ' 
• 

GENTLEJJfEN OF THE MECH.JJ.N/C .IlSS0CljJTIO~ 

In selecting the natal day of our country as your an~ 

liiversary, you have done justice to your patriotism. One 

of your first duties is that you owe your· country,. and in 

the lively interest you feel in hel' i~dependence, YOll evince. 

an· intelligence of your own l'ight~ which will ever prove 

their greatest security. To no one was our country. more 

indebted at the period of the' revolution, than to one.ofyo\lf 

class ; a great mechanic of our native state, who founded 
in the city of Philadelphia an institution sirnHarin its,prin­

ciples and designs to YOUl' own. To -FRANKLIN, the prin­
ter and , the patriot and t:;tatesman,' A.m~rica is 

• 

essentially indebted for her liberties, and the, knowledge 

and vindication of her l-ights. He who was ,~ ornament 

to human nature," could not be,·otherwise. tItan an ·honoul' 
, , 

to his CGUntl'Y. .His exertions were--not ' more - devoted to 

the safety of our persons and dwellings, thal~ to· the secu­

rity of our liberties.· He wrested from Jupiter his thunder-, 

leoIt, and the 1'0(1 of opprel'sion from the monarch 'of Eng,.. _ 
I an'll. . ' ',' .' " 

" Eripuit catlo falmen, Septl'cmque tyrannis." " '. ".').' 
, , 

The object of the SALEM CHARITABLE 1\IEcHANl(,;,:.A$~O-"~· 
,.,. .-

" ' -.' 

elATION, is to diffuse the knowledge of,theh' art ru.ll9ng lts ~ 
, 

members, by.free discussions. at the HaH of, the Society, 
and by encouraging the members ,to e:x:.ercise the high priv<~ 

ilcge they enjoy in its valuable and increasing Hbl·ar.y; 
to. stimulate.the members amI their apprentices, by pl'oper 



-

" 

inducements, to a course of honoralile condilct and diligerit 

application; to discountenance all dishonorable" and under:' 

hll.nd dealings; to ericourage1he thrifty members to entel'~ 
tain a fellow feeling for those of their craft whom misfor­
tune or adversity has overtaken, and to extend toihe wid·' 
ows amI orphans of deceased members such relief as the 
funds of the "society will warrant.- What objects can be­

more "laudabJe or praise worthy? What that deserves or 
should receive mOre public support? All institution whose 
I,Ian of benevolence" is so extensive, and whose operations 

- . 

~we so conducive to the well being of society, ought to rc--
ceive from wealth and munificence liberal encouragem-ent. 

'Vhat is bestowed on'the vagrant, is worse .. tban thrown a­
way. What is given to any class of poor, except incases-' 
of sickness and imbecility, is of most questionable tenden .. 
cy ; its effect being now generally considered as lia.ving a 
tendency to increase the evilit was meant to remedy. The' 

only tl'ue charity, then, is in giving to imiU§ti"y the means 
of employment, . arid to inexperience the knowl_edge of the 
use ~~ meanS. If this principle is admitted,' what in­
stituti()Q could be selected 'more worthy of public patroilag&.~ 
Thelr objects are Ji(~cljssary and proper ; their measures ro. . 
attai~ tijese -objects wise and discreet-; surely then in ar 

-

place so--opulent- and wealthy:, the mOit abundant means-
should-be ~orded them. The man of capital will findthat 
property be.St invested which is most useful, and which 
glves employment to others. The industrious 
of ·tbo~ei.abGut him will enhance the, value_ of his estates,-

- -
-

al1d ~~~n.; his poor rates ; and thus in the. issue, wnat is 
-

gj _ iQ. charities of this character, will be repaid with in:'-
• , 

. ,$t h~re, without taking into cal~ulation any- -

-

ting fund hereafter. . " . - - . " . 

. It is npt on)Y" my duty, but it· affor(111 Dle gre.at pleaSure, 

• 
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to "indicate this benevorent institution from unjust asper­

sions. And sUl'ely none can be more cruel or false, than 

charging them with veiling views of politiCal consequence 

and llOWCl' under the garb of chaJ'ity. Those who have 

made this cbarge; l'uust· have been igllorant that, by 
• 

the constitution of the society, all political and theological 

contl'ovel'sies are stl'ictly inhibited. The members of this 

institution liave its· interests too neal' their hearts, to risque 

them on any Ilrojl'cts which should engender the jealousy 

of' othel'S, and thus endanger their prosperity. In a society 
which "einbraccs diffel'c'nt parties in l}olitics and sects in 
theology, such coinbination would be wholly impracticable 

and absUI'd. 1.'heoiogical and political feuds are ever most 
• 

interestiilg and uncoIDlu'omising, and the admission of them 

into any society would most certainly cause its dissolution. 

He who is able to sustain the public offices 'of the country 

with honor, deF;el'\,(~s the public' thanks for willingJy un-
• 

dertaking them ~ ·1101' is he ,,;1:0 feels confident of such abil-

ity, to be stigmatized with Ollpl'obriolls epithets ; for no 
" 

ambiti~n is more honm'able than tliat of distinguishing our-

selves in the dischaltge of public duties, and earning the 
good opinion of our fellow-citizens. The members of this 

. , 
association "are not conscio1ls of any improper ambition. 

At the same time that they arc aware that in tbis country 

there is but orie dass' of society, and that every office is 

open to the humblest citizen, thei are fully sensible that 

previ9us sttldy and application is asnecessal'Y to a 

statesman, as is required to qualify a person for the duties 

of the leal'ned professions, or the exercise of the mechanic 
" 

arts. Great genins may sometinies overstep common rules, 

yet it seldom happeris that success crowns his ~ffultts, who 
• 

quits the profession to which he" has been bred, and enters 

on a new one. If.he docs not by this means lose the earn-

• 



, 

• 

, 

• 
" 

i7' 
, 

. ' 

, " l '-

~ngB of ,his former, industry in' unprofitl\ble experiments, be 
, 

is pretty,sure' to make shipwreck of his' peace, of mind~ 
We are:tbe . children ,of 'habit; . what we are accustomed to, 
'. ' 

however unpltiasaut at fU'st, becomes ·natural and easy, amI 
in the occupati.onsof our youtl1- we experience'our highest 

~njoyments; but in n~w pursuits we are lost, we run coun~ 
ter to OUI' nature, and risque our 'happiness. ' " 

To the mechanic arts, man is indebted. for ail that ren· 
, ' -

ders the 'CiviJized superior to the savage state.- Is our food~ 
pleasa!1t to the taste'~?' It'iS tlu~ mechanic' who tbrms the 

•. 'r' 

instruments by which it is prepared arid··dr~ssed~ Ate oUr _ 
, . . , . . . 

garments comfortable and 'convenient? . The loom in which 
'. -, 

they were wQven ' was' the' work of mechanics, • and 'Qthel' 
, ' " 

mechaniCs' are required to adapfthem to, our, US6. Areour ... ~ ... '\ .. 

hab~tations' eqliaUy, a' shelter from,the :scorching::rays' of a,. 

. sultry.·sun~ and the i~cIenrcnt b'laats of awintrysky·? Our: 

botises~ th~' 'irtsti'uorcntS w~tli wliic~ they. ar~ made,,' the: . - ' . 

• 

• I • • • •• 

means by whicb~y·::are he:atedand coql¢~k-I~J.'e, aU the: 
• ' • .,'. • . ' .. _, '. '" I -.:I"t. f" ..... 

eff~ctS of a great' var~~ty.'of" .., ·inven'ij~ns:ailtt.6pe-
',> .'-." - ,' .. , -, .. . . .. , 

ratii)lis~. '. One't»-ecll1iriic splits:-!the: stone from<t~·.·'qiiaI'l'Y '- . · . ~. '" ~ .... . ~-
..' • • ... • <t ••• '. • ~ .~ • " ,- ~' .) • 

ariothcr'\ylthbislchlsse],;~yes it1tbt 'form,{)f:,divinity ;bn::e' . ' . "". ... - , ' ~, " " . ..' .. ~ , , . ,~ . --. 

miXea 'andl'cQinJJm~s :tbc" - ;':R ·'secon·d'Witlttbese~",-:mix.;. 
• . .~. , ".'" ' .. ~ " ,. .. . ,'-' ";' "Y<' 

, ••. - "1'" , .. '\, .. 

tUl~S gites '1)~~utyto' ihc" , 'web," and." W(~fu1':'c{),al"sa 
,,_, ..... :,'1,',' ,.pO"',' ., ., .... ! .. ,' .. , .. 

canva..~ 'life' 'and!,;~iinatiori:,. _ ' M~n,' 'weak; ,feeble' 'aiid,lmbe.-': 
',', .' ,,"'. '"". •••••• ,f ~ •• , 

". ',. j • • ..~ _ " ." c ,. 'J' _ • J 

cilC~by.: the: atd::of th~ lever .'can:'overtw.*il nl'O~ittlili.{s~:Me~< ' 
• '," ••• " ,_', - _. ., • 1 .... ~ - _. 

cha~ica.tJn~huiti ba~: :.organize· '~:/ ac6rti:·~o;ih;at;it;sli~t ' 
ha~e In:titioir i9Jmo~'" ~.' '.a:n'd \skail;bre~t~e:·'foxtthr~f)tts.:·, 

" - '. ., •• ," '. , < ," .: ,~... ., • . '. • • , - r ~>r. . 1. • c·c ... ~. '" ,,'. • 
~ ."", .. " '~.,..- ", ...... '-',' ,', , 

of'm~~ic' -ru:i'-soff and.,. . -, as.,: tfi:e: lnintl':' Cti1i:;.iC,OTicei'V.e.:·· 

. . '- . '. - ~ ;. ",. '" ~ . ' '. " .~ . . " 

tra~~r' Jtfc~ii~ op~n i~~~:e ·hii'iiihts.i~~. .,' ." ~. 
w~fid:~. ~.·~·,~ticatl:.·'" .': '-",' ray., ~f)igb¥~ ,ari~7~i~~6yer ~t() 

· ,..... '" ''1:':.".... ' '. ,:.... ~ .-. . . ' , 

uS:,'O'n:ollr glQ~tmyri~~sot'being$~orwhose 'ciist~iice~\we' . 
, ••• ,( -,' ',":'.... -:. ~1..' •• ,;. :,..,'" • c' '., '. . , . ;;.: ' , .' , 
" • ,", ). , •• ';' " - . • ." ' ~ i 

. '. ' , , 

• 

• i • • • - -- . , , , , , , 
• 

• . . ~ 

• , 

\ 
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nevel' should have formed an idea. There is noth~ng which 
• 

the power of the mechanic cannot convert to .u~~ful purpo-
ses; nothing that he. cannot beautify and .. render .more use­
ful. In thc cnjoyment oCthe comforts he affords ~s~ we 
livc, and move, aud have our being. Without the aid of 
the mechanic, the hordes of wealth would be useless llross, 
the enjoymeuts of life would be few, and its comforts ~ir­
cumscribed. 14et.us look on which sidc we will, our eye 

• • 

is filled with his invclltiolli. By bis aid we can ascend 
higher into the heavens, and penetrate, deeper iuto the earth, 

• 

and to the bottom of the ocean. But for. the ship-wright, 
• • 

no path of the ocean could ba ve been explored; but for the 
• • 

c.ompass, America. woultl hal-\:.l'~mained an undiscovered 
wilderness ; but for the iilVcntion of letters, and thc art of 

. 

lwintillg, the beautiful fabric of our libcr.ties, the admiration 
of the world, would never have been seen. by human eye, or 

, 

had existence. -The state.orthe world without the mechanic 
• -

arts can easij11 be imagined; for people have been discov-
ered without .ideas of providence, government. or society, 
naked, and living o~ .the roots of the earth af!tl the wa.ters 

• 

of' the brook. To this state all nations would bear. arc· 
• 

semblance; without the mechanic arts. In tilC!:;c al'ts, as in 
• • 

• 

aU ether ,.thjngs, there is a ,subordiJ:lation. So~e are of a 
, ., . 

higher-and.some ora lower order. Some requirc greater 
• • 

length of application, and greater Jorce of talents. In thc 
luxurious age of the world, too . fine arts, sculptu}!e ~nd 
painting, were placed i:Lt,the head •. But in a free state, t)le 
press is the most powerful instrument, and the business, of 

. ' .. 

the printer .most imp,ortant, all(~ his responsibility ;reater. 
, . . 

It is in his power to enlighten or ~mpQison. -ages : aQ.~ .na-. 

tions..But ~bough there are. differ.ent orde~s, yeta~l are 
• • 

houorable,Jor in our country be who_ pel'rornu~ w~ll his 
- _" • .t' • 

, 

• 



, 

• 

• 
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llart, however hUIp.ble that part may be, is entitled to the 

meed of honor. We are one people ; we have no distinc­

tion of rank; supel'xol' talents and SUlletior conduct form 

the only Jegitimate claim to the people's favor. l.'hel'e is 

no danger of the introduction of the odious distinctions of 

rank, when one of the' first statesmen of any age, one 

whose office is next in importance to that of the Chief l\la­

gistrate, and who we trust will soon conduct the destinies of 
I 

this country, thinks it no dishonor on this occasion to aScend 

the .rostrum in the capital of OUt' countJ·y, and to pronounce 

an eulogium on those institutions which he has so ably 
vindicated at home and in Europe. . 

The freedom'of the human mind in 0111' country, and the 
facility with which the means of support are to be obtained 

by industry, have lwoved extremely favorable to~'the pro~ 

gress of mechanical·inventions.· The adage that "neces,.. 
, 

sity is the mother of invention," has nat proved so sound a 
, 

maxim here, as that freedom of thought is the-parent of im-
provement. Though in an infant state compared with the na-

• 

tious of Europe, they bave already been indebted to us fOl' 
, ~ 

many of their al,tists and mechanics. In the construction 
, 

of Bridges in England, they haye employed Americans. 

Our Card Machine, after being set up- in. Englanl\ ·and 

France, required American mechanics to give it .. 
, 

The great and important invention of navig~ting witnout 

sails against the wind and current, belongs to us. Our 
• 

countryman invented the Quadrant, and OUl' venerable 

townsman gave the rno .. t important improvement to the Ail' 

Pump. At this moment a native mechanic -of our countl·y ,. 

is doing for England, what her sanguinary penal code could 
, 

never effect, guarding her securely from the -attempts of the 
, 

counterfeiter. Even in the Fine Arts, which have' gener-

-

· • 

-

• 

• 

• 
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ally been ~onsidered as tIle peculiar growth of old countries 
• 

and luxurious ages, Americans have not been less success· 
• • 

rule We have given a Pr~sident to the~Royal 'Academy of 
Paiu.tings in England, and there are several paintel's of 

, . 

the present day" who promise to rival West, and ..surpass 
• 

Copley. Nor has our country b~en fertile in great Me-
• 

chamcs alone! She has produced Statesmen, Warriors, Phi. 
l()soph~rs, Mathematicians and Orators, whose fame and , 

, 

talents neither the present or past ages. can out~.rank. 
. . . 

''V'hatever view we take of our country; should make us 
feeljustly proud that we are Americ~ns, the countrymen 

• • 

of 'V ASHINGTON and FRANKLIN • 
• , , 

To no class of society ougbt the privileges w~ich distin-
• 

guish our country to be more dear than to our fair coun· 
trywomen. Though it be true that man governs, yet it 
is equally §o, that' in civilized and polished s!lr.iety, woman 
has a most just and powerful influence luits a1fairs. In 
proportion'~s t~e state of society prog~~~e's fl'om'asavage 

. , 

to a civilized state, from a licentious to' a moral one, is the 
. , ' 

situation of the female sex advan((ed from being tile mere 
• • • • • • 

. " of man~s pleasure, ~r thc slave of,bis caprice, to 
• 

that of his companion and friend. Thc lower we go in 
civilization, the lower is the condition of the female, ulitil 

• 

at last she is but one step in advan~e of the ,beast ofburd~lJ, 
• 

for sbe is the hewer of wood and drawer of water in the , 

sav'age state~ "rhe thermometer does not indicate the tem· 
perature of the air with more certainty, than the conditi~n 

" . , 
• • 

of tile female sex, the degr~e of civilization and moral'fecl-
, . ' . , 

iogs of a people. Cherish then, u,.y countrywomcn, in the 
, , 

bosoms of your children, patt'iotic and moral'sentiments, a 
• 

• • 

love of their country and i~ Y ~u ~~n give an 
. , 

f'ffe-ctual currency to your opinions. Whatever 'fashions 
, 

• 

• 

," 

, 

, ' 

• 

• 
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• 

• 
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you adopt, we r~adily imitate. Your heal'ts are· always 
open to every genero~s purpose, your hands to every be­
nevolent deed. 'Vhen you exert your influence in the 
cause of your country, you are engaged in the holiest act,. 
~ne most worthy of woman. . 

• 

NOTE. 

We have not paid much attention to the line that divides the Libel'al ii'CoIll 

the mechanic art .. , as the Society admits without distinction, artists as well 
as artizans, members. 'Ve have considered sculpture and painting, whic}t 

belong to the fine arts, as mechanic 9.rts. There seems to be no just reason 

for the distinction which places them in a different class, as they are exer· 

cised with regard to the profit resulting from them ; indeed nORe of the me­

chanic arts have proved more profitable. Besides, painting and sculpture 

cannot. be e:.&ercised without the aid of some machine or instrument, which is 
the very essence of the qefinition of the mechanic arts. 

The Oharitable .Jfecltanic JIssociation 
• 

Was instituted in October, A. D.1817, and consists of two hun,dred and fOUl'-
• 

teen members. The members pay two dollars on admission, and a donal' 

annually. Their invested funds ~re over a thousand dollars. Their Library 
• • • 

€ontains five volumes, amongst which is Dr. Rees' New Cyclopedia, 

presented to tlle Society by the Hon. BEN.TAMIN PiCKMAN, a gentleman, tll0 
• 

steady tide ofwbose munificence nevel' knows an ebb . 
• , , 

• • 

~~age 14~ for 8eptremque read 8ceptrU1~que • 
• 

• 

• 
• 

-• 

• 

• 

, 
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