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Ste, Exeter, sth Fuly, 1800..

I am authorized and defired by the Sele@men of the
_town to, prefent you their cordiai thanks for your elegant and
patriot!€ Oration delivered yefterday, and to requeft a copy for
publication. At the fame time I cannot forbear exprefling to
you, from my own knowledge, the entire approbation and high
pleafure with which it was heard, by the company at whofe par-
ticular defire it was compofed.

I am, Sir, with no lefs perfonal than official refpedt,

Your very humble fervant, . |
SAMUEL TENNLEY, one of the Board.

GEORGE SULLIVAN, Esq.
—O WOETE P T @ ten

SIR

' I have to return you my fincere'thanks for the very
obliging manner in which you have teen pleafed to communicate
to me the favorable, but perhaps tno'partial,-opinion euntertained:
by the Sele@tmen and Gentlemen of the town, of the Oration
delivered by me ;- and alfo of their requalt of a copy for publica.
tion. Agreeably to their defire I deliver the requelted copy.

I am, Sir, with fentiments of the higheft refpedt,
Your obedient fervant,

GEO. SULLIVAN.

Hon. Jupce TENNEY..



ORATION.

TO celcbrate the annual return of thofe -dayy,
which bave been diftinguifhcd by events important to the happi-
nefs of the people, is a cuftom which has prevailed among all
vivilized nations. In conformity to this long.eftablifhed, this
falutary inftitution, it becomes Americans to commemorate the
aufpicious day on which the political ties, that had connested
theit country with Great-Britain, were diffolved ; and on which
America ¢ aflumed her feparate and equal ftation among the
powers of the earth.” Amid the vaft variety of cvents recordzd
in the hiltory of nations, nune can be found more deferving of
celebration, none that can more juftly challenge the gratitude of
a people, than the eftablithment of our country’s independence.
The day, on which the States of United America rofe from the
humble condition of Britifh colonics to the rank of an indepen-
dent nation, will be as memorable, as it was cxtraordinary in
the annals of the world. Its memorial will be cherifhed while
freedom fhall have votaries—It is lamped in charafters never
to be obliterated from the records of fame,

Americans, the celebration of the birth-day of your
empire is ditated no lefs by wifdom than by gratitude. By 1ts
obfervance you make an annual facrifice at the fhrine of free.
dom ; vou muake a fulemn declaration that you vencrate and
facredly adhere to thofe glorious principles, which condudted
your country to indcpendence; and you pledge yourfelves never
to furrender #/a¢ independence, but with your lives,
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Thole noble, thofe fublime principles, which led to the
eftablifhment of our national independence, fwayed in the botoms
of our famed forcfathers. An ardent, an invincible attachment
to liberty formed a diftinguilhing trait in their chara&er. De-
prived by the lawlefs hund of power of thofe rights, which they
claimed from the Sovereign of the univerfe, they fled from the
fword of perfecution in their native land to the then uncultivated
and inhofpitable fhores of America. Animated by the nobleft
motives, which can impel man to aétion, they encountered with
cheerfulnefs the perils of the ocean ; they fet at defiance the
patus of hunger, nakednefs, and difeafe ; they regarded death
itfeif with every fpecies of torture, which the ingenuity of favages
could invent. as far lefs terrible than flavery. After fuffering
innumecrable toils and incredible hardthips, thofe illuftrious emi-
grants converied the wilds and mountains of America inte the
favonte refidence of freedom,

For a long feries of years from the time in which our
country had arrived at fuch a degree of importance, s to attraét
the attention of the Dritilh government, the was regarded in no
other light than as an inftrument of commerce. The laws
which were made, and the reftrictions which were impofed upon |
her, were all of a commercial nature ; the inconveniences, whieh
refulted from them, were {fmall and were felt withourt a murmur.
Americans bowed to them with the fame fubmiflive reverence,
as children to the cammands of = parent. While Great-Britain
crercifed her fupremacy in regulﬁting the commerce of our
country ; while fhe contented herfelf with a monopoly of our
trade, and made no attcrﬁpt to draw {rom us a revcnue, our {itua. .
tion was profperous and flourifhing ; and the commerce, power,
and grandeur of Britain rapidly increafed. Had this enlighten.
cd commercial policy been purfued, America might long have
continued an appendage of the Britith empirs, :

Immediately after the conclufion of 2 war, the moft
glorinus to the arms of Lng:and of any to be found in her h:ﬁ-
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tory ; a war, in which the formidable powers of France and
Spain were humbled and compeiled to form an inglorious peace,
the {fcene was changed—a new fyftem svas vrepared for the
government of our country. At this period of profperity,
when Britain had fubdued the natural rivals of her grandeur
and had reached the higheft point of greatnels, a deliberate plan
was concerted to reduce the mhabitants of Amcrica to a flate
of flavery. As Americans had fhared in the toils and dangers
of the war againlt France and Spain; as they had thed their
blood for the aggrandifement of England, and had contributed
to the f{uccefs of her arms; they eapeéled to enjoy, in common
with the reft of the empire, the bleffings ¢f peace any the advan-
tagesof viCtory.  But they were not long pormitied to indulge
this pleafing expe@ation.  The folly and bardarity of Dritain
foon prefented to them the melancholy alternative of flavery or
death. From this untortunate @ra the afrairs of Ingland be.
came diftra&ted ; the {pirit of wiidom, offended at her condu&,
abandoned her councils; and the fun of her glory, declining
from its meridian, appearsd to haften to its fitting.

In an hour of iafatuation, a corrupt minifiry, in order
to relieve Great-Dritin from the oppreflive weizhe 0:.‘.' 211 int-
menfe national debt—to fupport her towering greatnefs, which
extited the envy and alarmed the fears of Europe—and to fup.
ply her future extravagance and profufion—conceived the unjuft,
impolitic, and ruinous fcheme of raifing a revenue from America.
The Britifh parliament afferted the unreafonable, the wr Jounded
cliim of impofing taxes on Americans without tleir confent.
'The firft exercife of this pretended right appeared in the memor.
able flamp a&. This tax was impofed on our countrymen by
an affembly of men, in which they were not, and trem  their
local fituation could not be reprefeatad.  The peorle of Ameri-
ca knew it to be a principle of the Englith cenftitution, the priv.
ileges and advantages of which they cluimed as their birth-right,
that the property of no man fheuld be taken frem him without
kis confent, or that of his rc}*rcf':.nt.mvc Nav more, they krew
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it 1o be a principle founded on the eternal, the immutable laws
of nature and of juftice. They forcfaw thatif this claim of tax-
ation, unlimited in its extent and endlefs in its duration, were
acquiefced in, they would be fluves; they would become pen.
{ioners on the bounty of the Britifh parliament for all that they
poflefied. Not content with impofing on Americans this unwar-.
rantable tax, the parliament aflerted their fupremacy ip the moft
unqualified terms, and declared that they had a right to bind
them in all cafes whatfoever. Thefe claims at once fo unjuft, fo
unconftitutional, and fo utterly fubverfive of liberty, were in-
dignantly rejefted by three millions of freemen, who were deter-
mined to fasrifice their lives, rather than to exhibit a tame, fcr-
vile fubmifion.

The people of Great-Britain, liftening to the perfuafive
voice of interell, and imprefled with a belief, that in proportion
as their brethren on this fide the Atlantic fhould be loaded with
taxes, they fhould be eafed of their burden, were pleafed with
the mquitous fchieme of the miniftry ; and warmly advocated
the doétrinc of parliamentary omnipotence. Americans {tated
their rights and the viclations of them, and remonftrated in the
moderate, but dignified and dctermined language of freemen,
Britons regarded the remonltrances of opprefled frecdom, as the
ditates of a daring fptrit of rebellion. They did not refle®
that the principles, which aftuated our countrymen, had always
been confidered as facred by their anceftors—They did not re-
fle&t that they were the fame principlcs, which once infpired the
tlluftrious Hanspewn and thofe glorious patrons of {reedom, who
dared to oppofe the arbitrary impolitions of the houfe of Stuart.

The King, mifguided by men, who did not merit his
confidencs, and indulging a wifh, fo congenial to the nature of
royalty, for arbitrary power, approved the minifterial expedient
and the procecedings of parliament, He, who fhould have pro-
tected the violated rights of his people, gave his funétion to their
fubverfion, He was deaf to the united voices of rcafon, juftice,
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and humanity, pleading in bthalf of his much injured fubjeéts
n America,

‘When the inhabitants of our country perceived, that the
King Fad united with an unprincipled miniftry to reduce them
to ﬂavery; they no longer viewed him as their rightful fovereign ;
they jullly confidercd themfelves as relcafed from their allegis
ance to the crown. Allegiance was the price of proteétion ;
when the King, far from protecting, attempted to degrade them
to a ftate of ~vaflalage, their allegiance wasat an end.

Appealing to heaven for the re@itude of their inten-
tions and the jultice of their caufe, the reprefentatives of the peo-
ple of Americay agreeably to che withes of their conflituents, on

the FOURTH DAY OF FULY 1776, declared the Uhnited
colonies to be free, fovereign, and independent ftates.

Americans, let us contemplate the noble, the glorious
fpe&acle, which our country prefented to the world, on the day
which we are now aflembicd to commemorate, Such an ardent
love of liberty, fuch a degree of patriotifm and determined bra.
very no nation ever exhibited,

At the time when our national exifterice commenced,
the military prowef(s of Great-Britain was the fubje& of praife
ard adiniration in every quarter of the globe; fhe was by far
the moft formidable power in the world. Queen of the feq, Ler
mighty fleets were triumphantly wafted over every part of the
widely cxpandeé ocean ; fhe poffeifed troops well difeiplined, and;
fecond to none on carth in bravery; fhe threatened to defltroy
the balance of power, which European fovercigns had loag en-
dzavored to maintain, and on the prefervation of which therr
pofleffions depended. The moft powerful Kings fclt their thrones
infecure and dreaded the exertion of her arms ; the nations of
Europe trembled at the mention of her name.
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Great-Britain thus formidable was obftinately determined to
fubdue our country. Already had her hoflile fleets filled our ports
& herhoftilearmicshadfpread defolation on ourthores: At this mo-
ment a people, almoft unknown to civilized nations, was feen to dif-
putethie arbitrary claims, andtobid defiance to themighty ftréngth
of Britain. That an infant nation * with fcarcely a weapon to at.
tack,” unfupported by any alliance, without government, without
funds, who beheldin her troops valor without difcipline, fhouti dare
to contend with that gigantic power, the thunder of whofe arms
{hook the remotelt corners of the earth, could not fail to excite
the greatelt altonilhment. The fortitude and determined {pirit
of our countrymen were admired, but their caufe was regarded
as defperate.  Buoyed above the terror of death, the attention
of Americans was dire&ed folely to the freedom of their coun-
try. All the jarring, unfocial, felfifh paffions of the heart gave
place to the pureft patriotifm. They refigned their property
with cheerfulnefs, and determined to factifice their lives for the
liberty ot their native land. They declared that if their houfes
fhould be confumed, and their property wrefted from them by
the hand of tyranny, they could retire to the wildernefs and en.
joy the luxury of being frec; if death fhould be their fate, in
death they fhould obtain that liberty, which in life they were for-
‘bidden to poffes. The diversified hiftory of the world will be in
vain confulted, to find a nation exhibiting {fuch a degree of patri-
otifm and poflefiing fuch high-toned heroifm. Three millions
of men, high-minded men, {wearing on the altar of frecdom to
preferve inviolate thofe rights and privileges, which they inherit.
ed from their fathers, and to tran{mit them unimpaired to their
pofterity, or perifh in the glorious attempt, is the molt augug,
the moft {ublime fcene, that human imagination can fuggeft.
Thoufands, whofe bofoms on the birth-day of our empire glowed
with the purel flame of patriotifm, have fallen martyrs in the
caufe of liberty and their country—they have fealed their prin.

ciples with their blood—and have been tranilated to their pative
1105,
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Amencans, it is our pride, our boaft to fay, thefe were
our fathers. Let us imitate their illuftrious example, for by it
they have taught us the important leflon of republican virtue.
They have taught us that property, nay life itfelf, fhould be
cheerfully refigned, when the welfare of our country demands it.

Humanity forbids a recital of tke variods a&s of cruel-
ty pradtifed by Great-Britain during our revolutionary war. It
will be fufficient to obferve, that with the aid of her mercenary
‘troops and the favages of the wildernefs, fhe was tinable to over-
come our countrymen, whofe fortitude and bravery erefted eter-
nal monuskients to their fame. The laurels, which Britain had
acquired in former wars, and whick promifed to flourifh in per-
petual verdure, now withered on her temples. After an ineftec-
tual ftruggle of feven years, after waRing the treafures and pro.
fusely lavifthing the blood of the people, the was compelled to ac-

knowledge the States of America to be free, fovereign, and inde.
pendent.

Our glorious revolutionary war was fiicceeded by an
advantageous peace. At this time we had but the fhadow of 2
national government. Qur confcderation was merely a fyltem
of recommendation. It was formed at a period of diftrefs and
dangcr, when our eriemies were in tlié bofoit of our country and
our houfes were in flames. Its framers built a vifionary fabric
on the fallacious idéa of public virtue. Accuftomed in the dark
and gloomy moments of the war, to fce the people obeying the
recommendations of Congrefs, as if they had been laws, they were
led to believe, that Americans had only to be informed of theis
duty, to do it. But experience has taught us that recommenda-
tion is a miferable fubltitute for law. ‘The States had been unit.
¢d during the war by a fenfe of common danger ; fear had fup.
plied the place of a coercive power in the confederation. But
when peace returned and danger difappeared, a conlvioulnefs of

fecurity loofened the bands of union, and the advicz of Congrefs
Joft its wonted influence.
B
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For a feafon the friends of our-liberty and independence
imagined, that they had fondly anticipated halcyon days, {cenes
of I «;vinefs which were never to be realifed in our country. 5
rmf'h dvd they fear that we never fhould cnjoy thofe bleﬁings, |
which our revolntion feemed to promife.  ‘The war had. corrupt.
ed the morals of our citizens. Love of country was no longcr
the ruling paffion ; the deiire of private gain had fupplanted the
ipirit of public good ; and a difpofition every where appeared te
{acrifice the interell of the community at the fhrine of, avarice.
Our commerce was at its loweft ebb, our money had vanifhed,
lands had depreciated, private confidence, the friend of indultry,
bad ceafed to exilt, and induftry itfelf had aimoft difappeared,
becaufe it had little hope of reward for its toils.  Our credit and
refpetability as a nation were loft.  Debts, which were the price
of our independence, and for the payment of which the faith of
our country had been repeatedly pledged, remamed undifcharg-
ed, and without any fuitable provifion for their payment. There
isno {ymptom of national diforder amd infigniticance, no indica-
tion of impending ruin, which did not form a part of our pubiie
ealamitics. The confederation had in vain attempted to raife
us from our dittreficd and proftrate fituation ; it was too feeble
to afford relief.

In the midit of the deepelt gloom, when our political
horifon was darkened by the thickelt clouds of public misfortune,
the day-ftur of our happy conftitution arofe to tHluminate and
condudl our country to refpetability and bappinefs. To form a
poio& union, cltablidh jullice, infure domeftic tranquility, pro-
vide for the comman defence, and to fecure the bieflings of libe
E_rt)' were the grand obje&s, for the attainment of which the peo-
ple of America ordained their national Government. A govern-
m -t worthy of our illuftrious revolution ; worthy of that. en-
l:mtmLJ, hat avzuflt affembly of patriots who formed ;-and of
th: people who adopted it. Tts framers derived wifdom from
th - onerienee of other azes and of other countries.  In theory
it i univaied, o praice its theory is comppletely jallificds
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No fooner did this government commence its operations, than the
clouds of adverfity were diflipated, like mitt, before the glorivus
laminary of Heaven. Under its auipicious influence America
has progrefled-more in happinefs in the courfe of a few years,
than other nations have in centuries. To a perfon, who contem-
plates the flourifhing tate of our country, fhe will appear like an
dricient nation advanced to perfe&ion by profperous enterprife,
foccefsful indufiry, and a long courfe of fortnnate events. To
our unequilled conftitution fhe is indebted for her fafcty, her
profperity, and her fame. It is equally the interelt and duty of

Amcricins to preferve and perpetuate this pledge of the future
bappinefs and grandeur of their emyire.

It is no lefs the fate of nations, than of individuals, to
have a portion of alloy mingled with their pureft happme{s—
Their brighteit funfhine of profperity will alwavs be attended
by its cloud. While on this aufpicious anniveriary we congratu.
late each other on the flourithing fituation of our country, we
experience a degree of regret arifing from the refleétion, that the
pleafing profpe@ may foon be darkened, and our fondeit expecta-
tions blafted. That our glorious conttitution is afiailed by very
formidable encmics, both forcign and domeltic, is a truth of a
ferious ard an alarming nature. Can it be doubted whether
any foreign power withes to {ec our government deitroved, and
us a divided, debafed, and degraded nation ¢ Let the hiftory of
our country for a few years pait be confulted, and it wiil furnithy
the moft irrefiltible cvidence ot the fu&. The riling greatnefs f
America is viewed with jealeufy and fear by other nanicas,
France, wifhing to fit as emprets of the world, huas been particu.
larly jealous, and particularly hotlile to our country.  She has
tn various inftances attacked our fovereignty, infulted the prople
in the perion of our Prefident, plundeied our commerce, imprif-
oned and murdered our citizens, rejected our minuters of peace,
and attempred to degrade us from the rank of {reemen to the
buic condiiion of tributary vailais.



12
— e

Americg has nothiag to fear from the arms, but every
thing from the arts and influence of foreign nations. Foreign
influcnce is “ the deftroying angel of republics ;” thofe of ane
cient and of modern times have fallen before it. France has
boalted much of her diplomatic fkill, and her influence has ale
ways preceded her arms in thofe countries, which fhe has conquer=
¢d. In order to eftablifh it, fhe has overleaped the barriers of
creation ; barriers, which nature feems to have formed for the
{ecurity and repofe of nations. In vain did the towering Alps
oppofe to her their frowning precipices, their fupendous rocks,
and eternal wilds. Italy felt her influence, and mourned the lofs
of its liberty and independence. In vain does the valt Adantc
roll its mighty waters between our country and France. We
feel the effeés of her baneful influence, and unlefs we are in{pire
ed with a {pirit of wifdom and of vng:lance, America will fall 2

vitim to her fyﬁem of delufion,

QOur country nourifhes in her bofom a faction, coexten
five with our empire, protected by and devoted to the intereft of
'I‘rance, wh:ch pluts the dcﬁru&:on cof our national government,
and would rejoice to fee it pro&rate It is unqueltionably true,
that fa&lions ever have and ever will exit under free govern-
meuts. There is no danger of their deRroying liberty, unlefs
they are aided by a forcign power. But when they are taken un.
der the prote&ion of a foreign nation, become obedient to its
will, and are wielded as an inltrument, by which to dcftroy the
government of a people, they are truly formidable. M we turn
our eyes to thofe countries of Europe, which have been conquer-
_ed by France, we fhall find that fhe had in all of them fations,
by which her principles were difleminated, her deftructive influ.
ence was extended, and with whofe cooperation their deluded
inhabitants were deprived of their conftitutions, their liberties,
and independenéc. |

The falion in our country wears a moft threatening
afpeét ; it is the more dangerous, becaufe it veus its hoftile de
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figns beneath the garb of patriotifin. It is compofed ia part of
thofe perfuns who were the early enemies of our national gov.
anélcnt, and warmly oppofed its adoption. They are cmbittere
ed in their hatred in proportion as it has been fortunate in its
5pcrations. Such is their vanity, that they would fee their coun.
try in chains at the feet of a foreign power, rather than their
inaufpicious prediions refpeing it fhould be difappointed. Rut
men under the influcnce of a wicked ambition form the largeft
parc of this faction. They hate the wifett and moft falutary
meafures merely becaufe they have no hand in framing them.
Deftitute of thofe talents, by which alone ambition can be gratifi
ed ; or deftitute of that integrity, which is effential to the char-
alter of a good ruler, they feek for employmentsin vain. Sigh-
ing for oftices, which- they are deftined never to enjoy, they wan.
der among the people, uttering the moft malicious flanders ref-
pecting the conftituted authorities of their country. The profii-
gate are the natural enemies of good government, and of courfe
join the ftandard of the is&ion. This partyis the organ by
which Frince exprefles her fentiments and her withes, it is the
inftrument, with which fhe expe@s to defiroy our government.

In order to excite the fympathy and to interelt the feel
ings of Americans in behalf of France, the Gallic fu&ion de-
clares, that liberty has always been the cbje& of that nation,
{ince the commencement of her revolution. But her condu& for
years has proved the falfity of their affertion. When fhe had
repelled her cnemies, eftablithed her independence on the firmeft
bafis, and had adopted fuch a form of government as fhe thought
proper, fhe proudly rejeied terms of peace, which were highly
advantageous. She diiclaimed every idea of conqueft, yet for a
long time conqueflt has been her object. She denied the right of
one nation to interfere in the affairs of another ; yet there is
fcarcely a nation, whofe aftairs fhe has not attempted to govern,
and in whofe councils the has not endeavored to gain an afcen.
dancy. That reither good faith, nor juftice, nor moderation
:an fecure a people againft her hoftile artempts is proved by Les
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&reatment of our country. Every perfon of refle@ion, who' has
attended to the condudt of France for a few years paft, will per-
ecive, that the ambitious proje@s of Lewis XIVth, Rave been' res
vived in that country ; or rather,-he will perceive the gigantic
fchemes of that afpiring monarch dwindle 1o infignificance, whea
compared with thofe of his republican fucceffors.”

The French party in our country, as in eve}y other
which France has fubdued, has endeavored to render our rulers:
obj2ets of jealouiy, and to withdraw fiom them the ¢onfidence
of the nation. |

All governments mult be maintained by force or by
the confidence of the people. Public confidence is the main pil-
lar, which fupports the glorious fabric of our American govern.
ment 3 deltroy this, and the tottering edifice muit fall to the
grourd, and our liberties muft perifh beneath its ruins. Senfible
of this, France and her partifans in our country, have with un-
ceafing efforts ftruggled to infufe into the people 2 fpirit of illib.
eral dittrufl, and to withdraw catirely their confidence from their
rulers. They hope in this way to deftroy a government, which
they cannot fubvert by force. It will be remembered, that the
f:lent, unfufpedted ftream in fecret undermines and proftrates on
the ground the mighty oak, which the tempeft, that fhakes the

earth and the heuvens, would h:n aflailed in vain.  They do
rot make ule of force to overthrow our government 3 but they
employ the more dangerous, becaule the more deceptive, inftru.
ment of jealouty. This fpirit mult not be indulged, for it def
treys the bafis on which ele@ive governments are founded. The
{hghteft degrec of reflection will convince us, that the principles,
wliich taught our countrymen to be jealous of an hereditary
rnn:ﬂ.irch, an hereditary body of nobles, and a houfe of cornmons
mot appointed,nor controlable by them, ought net to be cxtended
to rulers of their own choice. There is no government, whofe

very ftrudture affords {uch liberal grounde of confidence as out
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awn. Inthe firlt magiftrate of our union we do not bchold a
fceptered tyrant with the imperial diadem glittering on his hrow,
adorned with all the fplendid attributes of royalty, taking the
governthent of our country, as his inheritance. He is not protee-
ted from difgrice and punifhment by the ridiculous fuppofition
that he can do no wrong, and by confidering his perfon as fucred
and inviolable. The people are not liable to be opprefled by the
knavery or folly of an hereditary body of opulent noblcs, conitia
suting a branch of their legiflature § nor by reprefentatives, cho.
fcn for fuch a length of time, as to forget their dety to their cons
(tituen:s. Our rulers are all cholen by ourfelves as often as is
sonfiftent with the welfare of thic nation. It will be cur own fault,
if we do not have men, to £1l our public offices, difitnguithed for
tireir wifdom, integrity, and patrictiim.  Qur chief magiitrate,
and all our rulers, are liable 10 imipcachment, removal {from of-
fice, and punifhment for any crimes of which they may be guiltr.
Their interefl is fo blended with that of the poople, that they can
muke no laws to opprefs them, which will not cqually injure
themfelves—They are in fa& part of the prople, and muft pariis
cipate, In common with the reft of the community, in all the ad-
vantages and difadvantages refuliing from the laws they make.
A gavernment, thus conftruced, is entitled to all the confidence,

which any human government can merit.

The condu& of our adminifiration has been diQated by
the pirefaundcﬂ wifdom and the moft pencetrating forefight. While
almoft every other nation hLas been avolved in the prefent del-
trudive European war, ours hkas beea preferved from it by an
enlightened policy, and has flourithed beyond all tormer example.
The partifans of Irance confpired to flander our admtantration,
and talked much of the folly and ruin of its meafures.  But the
voice of experience, the oracle of truth, has aniwered and refut-

ed them,
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Amencms, in the fates of thofe unhappy nations, which
France has fubdued, we read an awful but initru&ive lefflon. Wifs
dom and duty alike require that we fhould profit by theit mis.
fortunes. Their melancholy hiftory informs us, that their cal.
amities were owing to I'rench influence; whofe approach to a
country, like the portentous approach of a comet, foretells war,
peftilence, and death. If by means of this deftru&ive influence,
we are induced to withdiaw cur confidence from thofe faithful
rulers, whofe eulogy is written in the happinefs of their country, we
fhall exn:rience its malignant effe@s in the deftru&ion of ouf
conftitution, our morals, cur religion, our liberty & independence.

This glorious dnniverfary forcibly recalis to our minds
the virtues and atchievements of our fathers; we feel a patriotic
pride in their contemplation. Animated by their illultrious ex-
ample, let us, in our turn, fwedr on the altar of freedom, that we
will never behold our native country, degraded to a Raic of fla.
very by the arms or the influence of any foreign power ; let us
prove to the world that the fame fpirit, which infpired our fathers
and impelled them to affert our independence, furvives in the
bofoms of their fons to defend it. Relying on the aflitance of
that Almiglity Being, who holds the fates of empires in his
hands, let us nobly refolve to ufc every exertion, and to make
every facrifice in favor of our country—letit be the firlt with of
our hearts, that the liberty, independence, and happinefs of Ame-
rica may be perpetual,

FINIS.
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