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elaw citizeas—Tie part, which bas been
ussizued to e, oD s i up'u‘ian* occasion.
is. w5 deliver 19 a croudeq 3!1'31-‘!}(‘!‘ of my
felisy citizens, adew i-.=.vnr.;c, definearing
142 pre:aeess of (he Am:erican pesdle, in their
sassaze firvm the mow Rj d-mw( 11 --t ds gp:,-
tisin, »-.) the bright chambais of Ilerty and
glary. Enadeqeale, zs 1 {oed, t9 the perform-
ance of so mpertant a (ut;. vei, g4 far as
my feeble pswers may permit, I will endea-

vor to discharge it, wilh as much credit to

mysclf as may be: and, il 1'oss‘blc, at 1easi,
so, as not to disgrace thase, who hav- hono-
red me with the appommt. I cannot bat

liope. my fellow citizens, wiil make some al-
Jowance fer the brevity of my remarks, as
well as the crudencss of ihe composition and
the manner of delivering it—1 must claim to
mysclf some indulgence on that grouad, for
since my appoi ntmvnt ta this dui my la-
bors at the bav, and myv attey: l.anu, 5 he
court as it’s mimisterial ofili-er, hasenziiss-
cd all my attentios, cx-ept about six urcn...lt
tays, w}urh was necessarily devoted $o a di-
vided dity between this 115k, my office and
my family.  This is all tiwe apologv, § think
necessary to make, as [ know 1 am addiess-
ing a liberal pablic, togethies witti a nater
«f my fricnds, with whom I bave a personad
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arqu'unu.nw, who, I - se 'ncmlv view man-
Xind with a philosophic eye, and, who know'
that the most briiliant acquirements and coi;
manding talents arestill but the appcndagc-s
of martality.

It will not be exvected, in a disrourse of
this kind, were 1 able, that I should drive
bhack beyond the flood and endeavor to trace
up a mysterious provideace, through all it’s
various windings and intricacies, ursue the }-
thrcad of fate that led to the discovery of a
new world, unknown before to all but savage
men and beasts of prey; nor will it be expect-
ed, that I should trace every footstep of that
new world in her march from the dark jail
cf bigotry.and superstition 19 the full blaze
of her present cple:glor. He who views the
rise and fall of empires and governments with
an cve ‘of philesh?iyy will easily discover
the ascendency that réas:n is gaiping over
sophistry and speculatiog—it exhibits to the
mind, in the most striking colors, the pro-
gressive genius of man : the soul rising from
the lethergzy and stupsr imposed upon it by
the fury of religious frenzy and priesterafr,
1s assmning it’s dignity and is taking it’s
place in t!mt sphere, dcs:'rncd for it by the
crcator.  In aur progress, through the mot-

Iy scene which the history of our beloved
comtry exhibits, we shall discover this prin-
ciple most cleariy deve! loped, that however
tyranns may lord it over the human race for
‘a while—that, although it may bow their
heads (o the earth, to cven lick the dust, let
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the goddess of liberty glance a smile wpsn
their misfortunes, and in a moment they a-
rise, fierce as the lightninz, terrible as the
desvlating storm—the tyrait may wave his
contvmptuous scepire in vain—in vain, dc-
nounce his feebled vengeance—Herculas-like
they rise victorious, break down his hattle-
ments and redecm themselves from the gal-
ling chains which surrcund them. In tihe
darkest ages of antiguity, before the human
mind became expanded, so as fo comprehend
principles of goverrment, and before they
hiad even a defective idea of the forms now
established, while they were in a state of na-
ture, this same principle seems to have been
the ruling dictate of thz heart=this same
principle dwells with, moves and operates
upen all natare, with thgereatest uniformiiy:
ii the brute is robbed of its Jiberty, it strig-
gles to regainit, and falls a victim to it's »wn
exertmm«-—tf you confine the \C""‘tduh s and
shut it out fi.in the lleht of H;e.‘vm if.
dw:ndles, fades, fails and dies ; then, it is n
to be wendered at, that an evil so odm.z.s tr
every particle of created matter, asis re-
straint, or in other wo: ds, slavery, should be

b’mrvnt to man. But to the main sebjece
the discours.,
l he discovery of this new warld was re-
served for thie enlizhtened mi: 1‘3. and C"wnn T
talents of a republicau.  Various citize
and -n.u|r<‘{- of varinus nations have pz:-!z-n-
d A to claim the hosntor of discoveripg e
B.




o ORATION.
rica—the Cartha:--uians ;3 the Welsh and
tl.e Norwegians Lave vainly combatted for,
a1 claimed that honor. None, but the as-
i ng -oul of Christopher Columbus, a citi-
ze:-of - lenca, was coinpetent to so great an
en: rprise ; nursed in the lap of freedom, his
ge:..~ w s expanded—his mind eniarged,
AN capabxe of comprehendmg great thmgq.
1. <: +. rhat, without something more than
(hree coniinents : Europe, Asia and Af-
ri a, “Lie - a:th could not poize upon it’s cen-
. 5 t} ar, unbalanced, it would cease to roll
3i’s dizrnal round, upon it’s own axis—would
Torget it's centre of gravity—the great lumi.
nary of Heaven, and wander, comet-like, in
soundless space. This reflection, first in-
duced an opinion in him, that there mast be
a large body of land somewhere in the west,
10 balance tha: in the cast. 'This idea, was
strengthened by a variety of circumstances :
one in particular, which wae, that two dead
bhodies, of uncommon features, which were
found floating en the bosom of the ocean,
near the Azore islands, driven before a wes-
terly wind. 'The ardent mind of Columbus,
cver restless—ever in pursuit of his darling
ohject, the discovery of this new continent,
applied. first to his own government ; who
treated his plan as a mere chimera—then to
the various governments of europe, and, un-
fortinutely for Columbus, it was ata period
of Luman existence, when the mind of man
was locked up it religious bigoiry and false
rhilosophy. He had to contend with the ig-
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norance and superstition of the priestliood—
the craft and ambition of politiciaus—the
stupidity and incredulity of potentates, and
the parsimony and timidity of individuals:
lie, at length, however, rather prevailed over
the weakness, than conviaced the judgment
of Isabella, queen of Castile, in Spain ; over
whose mind, he had so far prevailed, that she
even proposed pledging her jewels for rais-
ing the money for defraying the cxpenses of
the enterprize; the measures were executed
—the expedition prepared, and on the third
of August, 1492, Coiumbus sailed from his
inoorings, destined to plough a tractless,
buisterous ocean, unknown. unheard of be-
fore ; destined to encounter hardships and
privations of cvery kind—to stem the rude
vave and brave the howling tempest, in pur-
suit of a world which existed only in idea.
‘To follow him in that wayward, divious
track, which he pursued from his native land
till he reached the before imaginary coun-
iry, would be tedious; hurthensome and un-
necessary : suffice it, to say, that on the 412th
of October, 1392, his anxious cye caught the
long looked for continent—the towering
mountains and lofty forests caught the hero’s
view, while his glad heart danced for joy.—
*Then, it was, he triumphed over all his diffi-
culties and, a3 he thought, had broken down
cvery obstacle to preeminence and glory. A
new spectacle now burst upan the eve of the
astonished world. A new theatre was ope:«-
cd for the display of human geuiuse A coun-
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try arose, as it were. from tle bosom of tiie
great decp, whose shores were coxnfined on-
Iy, by the limits of the two vast oceans that
iaved them—a country. teeming with all the
luxuries of nature, whase cloud-capt moun-
tains bore in their bosoms the virgin gold
and argent mineral ; a scene, Lak,uldte(' to
attract the eye of the adventurer and, ever
the potentates of the earth were proud to par-
ticipate in the glory of Columbus. The old
world soor bezgan to ~mpty itself into the new
—soine, fled from the griping famine—some
from the cause of poiitical tyranny, and still
more, from the desolating scourge of religi-
ous persccution ; peop]c, from all quarters,
flocked to those new discovered regioas ;—
colonics were formed—governments were in-
stituted, over which, the powers of Lurope
wielded the alternate sceplre—gorxed their
rapacious souls with full dr.u:"..i 5 of rapine
and plunder, and grew rich npoa the spoils
they wrested from the weakness and tinbeci-
lity of virtuous industry.

Fellow citizens—1f there is any thing tru-
1v¥ sublime in nature, it is found in the con-
templation ot the vast scene that surrounds
us—a country, stretching itself no less than
136 degrees north and sowsh and three thou-
sand, six hundred miles east and west, bui-
feted by the waves of two inmense oceans—
dignifird with a ridge of the most enormous
mountains, which pervade lt s whaole length
from north to south : down whose awfil sides
rall the dark waters, wide and deep, varta-
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gated w:iih hills, woods, lawns; adorned with:
rich verdure and blooming foliage, among
which the feathered choresiers whistl.- their
wiid, though cheerful notes to the morning
sun. Rkt w uuld have been strange indeed, 1t
a country so situated—adorned with so muny

sauties and promisin  se rich a harvest of
weaith to the industrious and esterprising,
should not have invited many to its salubri-
ous climes. 'The old world, inits ebulitions,

vecasioned by the viclence of the times, pour-

ed its thousands into the new ; providence,
in its unbounded munificence, seems to have
bestowed upon man, this beautiful country,
at a time, when it was peculiarly necessary
for the peace and happiress of the world,
and at an iustance ton, when il was moet fa-
vorable for its spw ly settlement. Feuds
and schisins had taken place ameng the sects
which composed the church of C hnsf, in the
old world; papery, had for years, chained
down the mmd of man to a form of religion,
withnut the substance, till meekness, humili.
1y and virtue groaned and bled beneath the
heavy scourge—it had so long swayed it's i-
ron gcepire over the human mind—so long,
hound the neck of it’s voteries, under the
spacious name of religion, that it forgot it’s
duty and even the precepts that it taught ;
it became a hiandle and pretext {or cppres-
sion—a meauns of acquiring wealth and opu-
Jence, and bad become so firmly riveited up-
on the necks of the people, that it thieaten-
ed the downfall of the libertics of the workd.
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While this vi-lence was prevailing in {ié
old world, «iv** discord in one country—reli-
gious persecutitn, in anotber—princely ty-
ranny, in anoti:er : America was reaping a
rich reward of their misconduct. It seemns,
that,inthe year 158%, quecn Elizabeth grant-
ed o patent (o two of her sublects to take jros-
scssion of lands in America in her name,
and p"rsuanr‘c of that patent. sir Walter
Rileigh and Gilbert Adrian; in that same
year, took possesziun of that pact of Ameri-
£a, known by the general name of Fiorida,
and in honor eof thezr virzin qaeen, called it
Virginia ; which name, it continucu to bear
until kinzg James. the 1st, of England, by
patent, divided it into north and south Vir-
ginia, in the spring of the year 1606, making
two colonies out of the one—thus, it continu-
ed to bear the name of north and south Vir-
ginia until the year 1613, when a British
subject, by the namc John Smith, brought
over a number of settlers and after regula-
ting the affairs of tue settlement, drew a map
oi the country and called, what then called,
north Virginia, New-England, which name,
it has borne ever siuce. These were the firss
divisions of this part of North-America,
which is now the United States, made by the
crown of Great Britain, which claimed an
exclusive jurisdiction over them ; and, as
they increased in wealth and population, the
British crown drew closer and closer the
reins of government, until, in process of time
it became irksome and oppressive. The A-
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izerican eolsmies, thus situated, opened great
prospects of speculation and promised s pro-
ductive source of future wealth ; congequ<.-f
1y, an object of great consideration, wit: the
British government, and, although a great
majority of the settlers of these new colunies
were Englishmen, yet the hardships and mis-
fortunes to which they had been exposed, in
hie settlement of their new country, had, in
2 gieat measure, crased and annihiiated that
kigh tone of spirit, natural to Englishmen—
had reduced them to a preper mediocrity,
and left them their dign:ty of mind, without
their conceit and arrogance. Much pains
and izbor were made use of to convince tlie
American. that he was a creat:ire of inferior
arder, and that lie augnt to bow with submis.
yve reverence o the mandate of a Britain—
much pains ard labor was bestowed by the
Briiish government, to convince a set «f men
who, its base intriguc and detestable pelicy,
iad made strong, that they owed their politi-
ral existence fo it, and that they could net
nossibly survive without it. Not satisfi~d

with a fair, honest and beneficial wraflic with

iheir brothers and neighbors—r - satistied
with 2 rich reward, of an exclus..e trade—
not considering, the weakness and infancy
af thelr new colonies ; but, cver penurious—
ever rapacious,drew upon them for great con
{ributions, which they, in their infancy and
weakness, werc entirely unable to pay, and
do justice {o thewnsclves.  Still, they thought
*htter to hreok those encroachments vpon
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their rights, than suddenly and abruptly @
absolve theiaselves frain the British crown.
Thar principle, which some false philose-
phers have pretended was established in na-
wure, that power gices right, is a principle,
dangerous to the liberﬁ(js of mankind, and
1sa t:alumny acgainst human nature itself ;
for, however correct it may be, when applied
to insensiiive matter, it is contrary te every
idea of mora! agency. Power, as applied to
mere matter, commands, rrestrains and ceases
—Treason, examines, compares and deter-
mines accordingly.

This must have been the principle which
governed the Briiish cabinet, when they
darcd to break through everv leaguc they
had entered into with the infani col(,mee.-—--
This same principle must have governed the
British parliament, when the) took upon
themselves to tax the colonies, without their
consent—tc compel them to contribute to the
maintenance of a government, which had
neither rendered them support or pratection.
Nature is uniforin in ali her uperatiqns . she
proportions the greatness of ihe mind to the
objects that il contemplates—sa, the mind of
the Ameriecan cifizen,accustomed {o view na-
ture in her most awful solemmity & graudeer,
his soul rises in proportion to the grandeur of
the surrounding scene—his genius, becomes
c_\;msdcd-—l.ls ide as, enlarged.  Hence, it
comes, that he possesses @ mare extensive
share of firmness, strengtliy vigilence aud
perseverencey than usually falls to the lot of
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Guman nature. PFellow cilizens—You have
heard the declaration »f indep-ud *n-= read—
you have heard, delineated in a "~nguage,
which I am not master of, the long list of
wrongs, aggressions and insuits, that were
offered to Americra—you have heard deline-
ated the threats, indignities and degrada-
tions which she suffered, contempts pocket-
ed, insults unavenged, wanton outrages com-
mitted by inferiors, unredressed by supcri-
ors,stigmas cast upon her national character
—robbed of every source of narional wealth
and national happiness, deserted, contcmn-
ed. despised, left only the sad alternative :
s:ther to linger on, in worse than Barbarian
slavery—worse than chained to the Aigerine
galley ; o1, to unst:eath the sword and plunge
it in the heart of the tvrant eppressar. Is
there a coward heart on earth would have
borne such 2 black infernal list of wirongs
and not have 1ovolted ; he deserves nnt the
name of man, who tameiv submits toa wrong
witheut resenting it im a becoming mani.er.
Remonstrance on the part of the colonies
followed remonstrance, prayer after praver,
for the redress of those grongs, was submit-
ted to the councils of Grent Brit:in, untii re-
monstranic and prayer was - :e:rly proved
to be incff ctuals they weve un eard, arif
heard, dis:- garded. [t. a: ‘engt':, became
neccesary 1 fly o arms, the dervier vesart
of «ppressced nations.  War. with all 15 har-
rors, was resorted to, to settle a controversy

~v
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between two nations, whom a conformify of
larguage and manuers ought to have united
in the indissulable bords of firiendship. You,
my worthy citizens, whase heads are silver-
ed over with age—who have been eye wit-
nesses to the sad scene, which I portray ;
You, can tell, what were your emotions, when
the tocsin of war was rungin your ests—
when the rad crder came, that bid you raise
your arm t¢ plunge the spear into the heart
of your brother. Such were the hard terms
impesed upon you, dy a detestable policy of
the mother counrry : either, tamely, to sub-
it to the basest indignities—surrender year-
liberties to a country, odinus, by the wrongs
she bad coumitted against you; or, make
war upor men, whom, not long since, you
bad haiied to your bomes and gieated as
brethiren. This proves, that a government
may be at war with the p.eople.

It will not be expected, that, in a discourse
of this present kind, I should delireate with
minuteness, the progiess and feotsteps of a
war, which terminated in the emancipation of
alarge portion of the human race, from the
yokec of bendage and oppression—suflice ii,
to say, that it becante necessary for a people
who irad the e e of revolting against a go-
vernmelii, who pretended to claim the right
of governing—to declsye therselves sn inde-
pendent nativn—to avoid the stigna f trai-
teiv’; ¢nd, inse doing, te call upon the na-
tions of the carth, to suncticn their declara-
tion. This wae doue, aud the imstiuwmer’,
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read {0 you, by mr. ‘as the result of
tke d-lib~ratians aml wisdom of the nation,
produc: < supon that occasion.  Yes, fellaw

- Citizens, this day, inrty years agngthe resu-
;‘- blic of America receiv ed it's birth—this day, -
fortv vears ago, the genius of liberty smil~d
. lip-’m vour destinies! vonr chains were bro-
i' Ken—your fetters burst from around you-~
" you were emancipated, disencumbered of the
skackles, that had se lsng bound Your o . A8
to the earth. If the desd are permitted to
take any concern in the interest of the living
the shade of the departed hero, in Heaven,
must smile at a croud of patriots. "‘i ncing
and rallying round the standard of liberty.
which his hand had implauted o1z earth.—
Fellow citizens. let not the remembrance of
that day pass away like a light cloud, waft-
cd upon the wings of the wind ; let it remind
vou, that you ones was enslaved—that, that
day vou were sct at liberty; let it’s remem-
orance be handed down te your pasterity as
the harbinger and herald of every national
blessing ; letit only be forgotten, when the
night of despotism shall clase upon the ef-
fulgent sun of liberty. [If there ever was
signal interposition of the hand of providence
it was in the emancipation of these United
States from their yoke of bondage. With-
eut men—withnut meney, without the means
of procaring munitions of war—laboring un-
der diflic altics apparently insurmountable,
fiisn - ir onstances not within eur control :
on our van, the combined forces of Britain
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and Germany ; ir our rear, the fierce and
feil savage. W lile our cities and seaports
were ravaged. i': the day time, by the strong
kand of combined curops—the solemn hour
of midnight was lighted be the flame of the
solitary cct, apd alarmed by the yel! of the
fierce savege.  Assailed from without—dis-
ordered by internal oapposition and worse
than savzees lurked in fiie besom of our coun
try, and added fucl to the flame of civil dis-
cord; laboring under all these difficcltics—
destitute of almast every requisite for mak-
ing war, or prosecuting it with effect ;5 scat--
tered over a larze extnt of country, with-
out any scttled form of gover ninent—com-
posed of a mixed muliitude of inhabitants, ;
assembled from every quarter of the globe, § ¥
whose rursuits and senFments were as vari-
ous as thelangue e tley speke, nothing but
a general nationzi calamity, znd the cause of
ltherty; could have united such a heterogene-
ous mzass «f mankind, and have determined
them to pursuoe the sama object,  Piilesapliy
teaches us, that the pressire of wisfertunc
bears down the mind, and enervates the fa-
culties ; but here plilasophy had to yield to
experience and ahandon the controversy.—
In tlis case, the intripid American, instead
of s:ff-ving his mind to be borne down by
defeat avddisaster, every defeat every disast-
cr sremaed to add strength to his intrepidity,
andl give a new spur to his vigilance, woald
have lown to the standird of Jiberiy when
the cause of suficring humanity was at stako

LL VP L
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—~—who would not iy ¢ hazarded his life, h's
forr-ame, to bave !y vated from vondage so
large a purtion of the numan ra~e, and en-
tail upon hisposte;-ity, the matc :less blessing ;
Great  events ware now preparing in the
womboffuturity—the infant republic was to
have been simotherzd in the cradle of it’s in-
fan-y. The p tentates of europ~ saw their
th ranes tottering apon the brink of piogre
sive kpowl. dze, they saw the sun of freedom
rising in the west and spreading it’s beams a
round the globe, and beheld, with € j=alons
tye, it’s progressive influence upon the hu-
man mind—they reasoned upon philosoph:-
~al grounds : that, as science and knowlsdge
becomes more and more prevalent am:ng
mankind, tke more easily they will be able
{o mvestigate tlieir nefarious p!ans an the -
more readily avoid their smarts. The: only
cffectual means, by which, men can be ~nsfa- ;
ved, is, to keep them immersed in abject 13- f
aorance ; for, the momeni, tiat scicace am!
kn- -w!eure begin to expand the facul‘ies and
ucvelope the pawers of the soul, that ma:mn-nl
the chains of despatism become irksome and
a struggle 1s made for releasement. T.is,
the crowned heads of eurape saw, and trem-
bYle-l with alarm—this, praduced among *2em
an ~mmity against the infant repablic, x::d
induced a coalition, which was inteni- to
work the dawnfall of this governm=n 5 sut
an overraling providenee which wat Les o-
ver the conceris of neiqitg, scemud in this
ER
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-instance, particularly, vo have inierposed.
_an? averted the impending blow. . At this -
# ¢ritiral moment, aid was required—aid was
asked to maintain aright, which no one da-
red to dispute, upen rational principles ; a
\E'igln‘, for a nation tobe free.”  People groan-
ing under calamities and distresses imposed
upon them by the hard hand of despotism,
unsanctioned by justice—unjustified by right
goug!:t aid from christian powers, whae, by a
denizl, gave the lie to the holy religion they
prafessed and defamed the ordinances of God
Frarce, a benevolent and generous people,
were the only nation, on earth, at thut time,
which had ihe good of wankind sufficiently
at hieart, to step forward, the patron and de-
fender of suffering humanity ; they were the
only people on earth, who were willing to
espsuse the cause of an infant nation, strug-
gling for it’s freedom, against the combined
powers of half europe.  Some aid was recei-
ved from France ; but, that aid, being chief-
1y confined to the ocean, mueh was left to be
dowe bv America herself, aud that aid, incon-
sidershle as it was, cast France the best
bleod of Ler country. How mysterious are
the plans c¢f providenre ? how deep to fath-
om? how high to reach:7 It should scem
thut France had learned from America, the
bleasinga of liberty 5 that, to support the ex-
trae sy of a crova. cast too mueh blood
an’ re-wor- IJer voble g:ns. wiey had
fouste wuder the banne's of Americe and
rallied round the standard of freedom, could,
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no longer brack the idea of crouching at the
. foot of magesterial power, allcr naving been
admitted the equal and companions of a free
man. Having. thus, beheld the beauties of.
liberty, the benefits arising from the enjoye
ment of equal rights, Frenchmen, at once.
determined to be free ; determined to throw
off the regal yoke, which had so long bound
their necks. A struggle, for that purpose, was
made. The crown of France was deposed,
and a foundation was laid for erecting the
alter of liberty, upon the ruins of despotism;
but, too often, the cloude of adversity, dark-
en the morning sun of prosperity. France
had scarcely seen the independence of Ame-
rica established—had scarcely opened the
door to the accomplishment of her own great
views, when sll eurepe, as it were, with one
accord, raised their united arm and levelled
a dangerous blow, not only at the libertiesof /
France, but, at the peace and harmony of the :;
world. So odious is the empire of reasom, ;
to the herd of de spots, that enslave europe, <

that the first dawnings of it are extinguish- -

cd, by an overwhelming flood of opposition,
Frenchmen, like the rest of mankind, are in-
¢lined to pass from one extreme to another; - -
so, when they had thrown off the yoke, and
released themseclves from regal authority,
thev became ambitious of power-—forgot the
cause fur which they were fighting and he-
cauie, in their turn, emulous te excel in im-
perial po:zp and grandeur; and. thep-by,
gave occasiun to the christian princes to join




20 ORATION.

in a coalition against them. So long, as
Frenctimen fought for liberty, they wi r vic-
forias, and bore anwn all opposition ; tut,
the moment, tiey forget that causge, tne tide
- of fortune turued against them and tirey be-
caine the sport and football of coinbined po-
wer< 3 they fought in vain—in vain, the
crimson torrent flowed, their Liberties wore
cloven down, and their privileges scattered
to the four winds of heaven. 1hope, 1 may
be excused, for this digression, as it goes to
shew. the wise though mystrious determi-
nations of the great ruler of the universe,
tiar, the moment man forgets his duty, as a
man, and steps aside from that path marked
out tc: him by the creator, the providence of -
Gad deserts him ; surrenders him up to the
ravings of his own vain imaginations. and,
however strong he may be—however well,
he may concert Lis measures, they pirave a-
bortive and ineffectual. and he ssen {alls the
vic titn to his own wild amabition. To our
theme,

The conflict between America and the mo -
ther country termisated in the liberation of
these United States from their dependance
up-n Great Britaine and the esfablis:m:nt
of a republic —a gavernment of the peoples’
own rhoasing—a government depending up-
on the will of the people alone—a govern-
m vt of reason and rational liberty. I ever
a pr ple veve trely fivered, it was tae peo-

pic of the United States.  Atthe time, when
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our libertics were assailed—when the red
belts «f war w:re shot, with fury, through
our land, when every species of danger threa-
tened ns from within and without—when we-
haé not even a form of government to securs
to us our natural rights and privilegre—
when every means were  ad, by the fue, to
corrupt our citizens, amd allure ihiem from
the cause, im which they had embarked.—
What a constellation of herses, patriots and
statessnen arose who, by the wisdom they pos- -
sessed and the confidence they inspired, uni-
ted all hearts together and themselves to the
people 2  The name of Washington will ever
continte to be revered, while frecdoin and
virtue shall be estecemed among mankind ;
ke wisdom of his counsels condacted us with
safety through the political storm that pre-
vailed around us and landed us securcly be-
yond the noisy waves of civil commstion. 1

Republics are alway s said te be ungrateful

and if there is an evidence of it on earth, it
is to be found in the shametul reglect of oar
government towards the remains of the de-
parted nero. He, whose extensive mind
planned our deliverence, and with an uner-
ring hand guided the councils of his country
in safety, through the most pcrifous vicissi-
tudes, is now permitted to lay beneath the
green sod; the grave unadorned by the
bounty of his country. He., who won unfa-
ding laurels, in the field, while fizghiting for
the coany =atian of kis countrs mep. dar - 11m-
mured in silent dust, without a monument to
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direct the foo! of t:.r devoted siranger o the
p'ace which contains his mouldering form-—he,
great soui. saw the storm of war passed iy, he
~ saw Lis country safe delivered from the ruth-
" les- hand oi pswer—he erected the aiter of li-
be:iv o the ruins of despotism. aad consecr--
ted it to the Gud of all mercies—peace was a-
g:in restored toa distracted country, which
the 7avages of war had almost rendered desol-
ate ; no longer the roar of the destroying engine
was ieard, no ienger the midnight air was l:ght-
ed ny the flame of the solitary cot—er rent
with the yell of the fierce savage ; but halmy
peace, again, visited, withit’s soft dew and our
torn country diffused pleasures unspeakable,
heizhtened by the sufferings we had indured.—
Agriculture, arts. science. commerce, and all the
enj..vments of life, succeeded the fatigues.hard.-
ships and horrors of astate of war and calami-
z; wealth poured in. from every source, and
e ravages of along and bloody war, were soon
repaired by the apphcatwn of industry. A coun-
try. possessing so rich a soil—situated within
the temperate zone, with an outlet, so ample for
ex:nrtation, promised the farmer, net only a rich
Barvest ; huta beneficial market for his prodncc
The hope of gain gives a spur to indus.ry ; in-
duatry is the great source of wealth & a coum-
trv: wealth gives cpulence ; opules®. digui-
ty and importance; dlvmtv and lmportunce
commands respect. Then, with all thege ad-
vantaze~ attached to a country, it is net to be
wousiared at, that it should increase in popula-
tior.. . ud while it in creased in popnlzti-n and
we:it .t - asnot wantingn gemusan< (aleuts
%o 1avuid a forin of government, suited to tise si-
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igation of the countrv as likewise o the man-
ners. customs and hahits of it’s occupants.
Yhus. fellow citizens, you can discover from
whence came the population, dignity and splen-
dor of your country ; itis to be found withinits
own bosom—it is indiginous, and when we sef-
fer ourselves to wander from home and leave
the sol that gave us birth : we are like lost
sheep, wandering from the fold. To prove, by

argument, the necessity of confining our indus-

try to our own soil, woeuld be, like provinga
self-evident truth, proving that twice two was
four, which is evident of itself ; but such is the
rage for commerce, with a portion of our at-
zens, that the whole of their exertions, scem
pointed to that object, regardiess of almost eve-

ry other. Did we possess, but a small pertion

of land, in comparison te eur numbers., inse-

‘much that we ceuld not subsist by the culture of -

the soil, it would, then, not only be politic, but
absolutely nesessary to engage in cemmercial
concerns for the mainteaance of our inhabitants
and the dignity of the government; bat while
our forests are yet cumbering the ground and on-
ly furnishing resorts for beasts of prey—while
every man can, by a small share of industry,
procure a sufficiency of land for every purpose
of life, would it net be madness in the extreme,
to roam from clime to clime. in quest of gewgaws
and novelties, which only nurse luxury and eon-
dribzte nething te the comforts of life or the
wealth of the patien. It may, indeed, be ne-
cessary that thrones and imperial donies should
be decorated w th gewgaws and fripperies toawe
the sycophants and slaves that sarround them ;
but th.ey disgraced the temple of rea-on and are

but contemptible pageantry in the eyes of free-
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men. I would not wish to be unZarstood, as
discarding commerce altogether. o driving trem
the ocean, the little aavy we have acaiitred ; I
think the one may be necessary for carrying to
market our snrpluu of raw materials and bring-
isg hack the exchange in such things as we find
it must mcon'en.ont to mannufacture, while the
other would bz useful to gus-d our seaport towns
and our extensive maritime frontier from the ra-
vages of an enemy, should we have one. Fel-
low citizeas, I wish I could here forever drop
a curtain over the scenes of war and bload
which: has visited our country ard continue the
bright picture of joy—I wish I could be permit-
ted to lead you along the verdant lawns. and
downy pastu-es, through the elysiumfields of -
peace. where pleasure, health and mirth a-
bound—But alass 1 am again called to view the
imbattled field, and noisy camp. where Mars
with his fiery bolts, has strewed his slaughtered
thousands— Again has the horrid trump ) of war
been seunded 1n sur ears, and hid us march te
protect our invaded rights and zuaid our liber-
ties agaiust the encroachments of a merciless
and unprineipled foe :—England ever arrogant,
ever ambitious, pretending to the right o§ giv-
ing law to every nation under heaven (suppose-
ing she had the power) under Kretext of a right
to search. which she zaid she had by treaty—
mmpress  d our seamen, plundered our - merchant-
men, insulted our flag, murdered our citizens,
breke treaties which she had entered into with
us vinlated the most sacred piinciples of the
Jaws of nations, trampled under foot the rights
of independauce, treated with coutempt the
overtures oftered her—and drove us to the sard
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alternative, either to w.~e war upoa he:—or
sacrifice everv spark - national honor. compel-
led us either to make war upon her, «r suifer in
silence. the degradatien of seeing thousands of
our worthy citizens seamen. languishicg in
therr ﬂoatmg dungeons as captives—and pirate-
like, coerced to ﬁght every nation under heaven,
friend or foe. Who of you, as an ind:::tual
would have tamely suhmitted to the shameicss
wrong 7 Whe of you, could have rested y:ur
head uj:on your pillows. while your father—vour
brother or vour ehild, was wreathing heneath
the scourge of an unplous tyrant, compellec (0
shed the Iood of his friend—father or brath er,
orf el t'ie deep wound of the indignan: lasi- :
The last.is a war. which must eve: reflect dns-
grace upon the Brit'sh nation; 2ad if | mix:rve
peiratted to predict has surk the mine, tlatis .
to hlow it ont of existence. It has taughi the
wvorld that their navy s not invincible—that it is
possible to heat then with equal torce upon what
thev proudlv Loast of being their own element,
the ocean. -
This will create an emulation in other nations te -
vie with them orf that element, seeing thev may
be leaten, and when conrquered or frustiated
there. they. like the whipped bully. will become
contempnhle thev will he despised by 1+cir
cotemiporaries, and in the end must become *he
sport and football of every petty power . cu-
rope. On the contrary, it is caiculated to ieflect
much honor upon Americas forif' we even ad-
mit, that we have not gained the who'e of what
vie warred for. we have. at least, Ii' esaied lﬂ-o“-
sand, of our worthy svns from captivity

c.
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Lave tanght England a lesson of humitiation; we

~ hare taught the world. that ouor rights are not to

be trampled on with impunity. Wehave prov-
ed to the despotic powers of europe. that there
15 sufficient energy ir: republics. to war uccess-
fah. opon theyr invaders. It has evinzed to
o1 -selves. that forty vears of peace, has net
swept all our heroes to the tomb. Lake Erie,

’ {hy rame i8 as immortal as my theme. the day

we celebratee—upon thy broad bosom is written,
in indelible letters of blood, the skill and inters .
pidity of a Perry ; and, thon, lake Champlis,
canst tell to ages yet unborn, how 2 M°Donsagh
sllenced\ﬂxy beisterous waves with the thunder
of his cannon. and how often thoy has drank

. "the cr:mson flood that flowed from British hearts

It is not upon the lakes -alone, where marine
valor has exhibited feats of skill and prewess,
the Atlantic bears the recotds of american he+
roism, and even the distant Pacific, has heard
our thunder; while a Porter *bled&and. bug,

late, the \Iedltemman trembled while a Deca- -

tur hurled his ﬁ'y bolts among the unghristian
Turks, and broke the chain tirat had so long
bourd and enchanted half the world-Taught

- the proud Mahometan that his' clgmm to contri-

"
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butions was founded only in an evil policy, -

and notina just and-reciprocal exchange of
beucfits. No more majestic. rides the annual
gifted bark, conducted by honest American’-
tars, qgross the rude Atlangic wave, to swell
the pisate fleet and aild new strength to a power

intended to enslave the christizns. The brily;,

.v.'l

\f

aJiency of the Americanfarms has n@t been con- -

fined i the lakes and the ocean, the wilderness

nthe scorching  svuth kas reseunded with our

r -
A
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"-éanmon’s rosr, while the cold camadian snows
. have drark the hearts bloud of the enewmv—A
_ Hull may have heen traitorous>—a Smyth indis-

" creet. a Winder overawed, week and pusilani-
mous, byt these are lost in the blaze of valor
exhibited by a Jacksen, a Brown, a Harrison, 3
" a M’(Comband a Ripley. We regret the depar- |
ted Pike, with a few of his brave followers;

- while England moearns her Brock and Packen-~ !
+ ham. with thousands of her most intrepid sons, j_

- whao have bit the dust in angnish, as their san-

.+ guinary current drenched the parched earth.—-
Then if the war has been necessary in its com-
mencement, gloriousinits prosecution, and ho-

" norable in ite termination. why should we regret
the Joss of a2 little treasure, or even the lives of

° a few of ¢ur heroic sons, whise dexths have co-
vered them with immortal fame ? Peace is a-
gain restored to us, our rights secured and our
swreagth and consequence established in the
wogld Thedhornd clang of war has passed by,

. and the smiling Goddess again. iavites to biand
“mirth and,pleasm«r enjoyment—again the plow-
man pursues in peace his pjow—the mechanic
s lahor—the merchant his trade—the divine

5 ,lns bible, and the Mwyer his bock. “Matters of
domestic conceru, now begin to attri#t and.en-
grees our atteation—more pariicularly. we who
: sgb;t this part of the United States—a new
e begins fo open upon our views; we are a-
bout to -~ pass from a state of *‘zpendence to.s
s{ate of sovereigntv and independence. Abodt
y 3 path bzl us untred before; anoﬂxee-new '
ar s rising 0 the weést, and’ which is to add ’
ohe more diamord to the crowr. of liberty—ong "
| :‘norc satahte to the gwat lummaty of fr;edo’ ‘

L
1]
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I: h-i:oves us. mucl . to n..uk well, the very first
siep +2 t:%e in the road fo Sovereiguiy ard in-
cieps nence.  Guver: m-r-,. 1sa compucated ma-
chine, that requives <k:!! and virtue in 1's ma-
nagzem®nt inrende 1 iereficial to the govern-
ed. ! 5’ ail men had w -<dzm to discern, what wag
for their veal good, and had viriue to pursue *hat
gf-.(-(' wiin rectitade, governments would be uu-
g=tary and useless ; but under the presten pre-
dicznpe femar kmu were we as virttous as an-
gelz. t woud be necesszry that some frame of
gove..- nts suid be established, owing to the
w-akress and mbeciiity of cur mieds, for we
casinot, sirovd=d as we are, in tiie gloom of mor-
taiity, see wiat 18 trulv fer our trri:atest good, if
we Lad even the greatest mchnatmn to pursue
35 Ths truthas clear}v evinced in every parli-
cle uf animate and inanimate naturc-—-—everr
s-e of sacred 1stnry teachesit. and even God
h. aself has spekeu it in the language of divine
inieiligence.  Then, as somwe frame of gmern-
:eni '~ necessary (o govern even the most virta-
cue, Lkow m:uch more so to zovern the ViCcious. —
iiere must, fellow rm/.mm. he rules estabiizh-
cd— the.r must belouvnds and limits sei. bevond
which we cannot pass; cor rights and eur du-
ties must aot e left ro foat upen the tide ol o-
piliion, or every nea 3--d"e would make a new
lav : wiat won!d ie right to day would be wrong
{0 1 o rov.—what vould be apnlauded ss a great
aci- ey ment to dav woald be punished to-mor-
ros. as 4. enious edeusce. We should be conunu-

o2liy w :h-riug 10 nucertainty ; rights wusecu-
ver-- wi.nvs cuhounded. d.l..x.cn) civil war,

blewsstiee asd horror would ensue and carry us
heza:oxg iuto vaitarismand extizction. ‘then
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&‘ﬁow cntxzens, as form is necessary, let the first
step we fake in our new government be to es-
- tablish that which has beeu found to Le the Lest
- ¢alcalated to secure to every man his rightsand

privileges ; let us not run after novelties, ner
suffer those to meddle with pubhc affairs who
zre running after them they are cankerworms in
- your country. who blast apd contaminate all
they touch, and if there is, any thing ia natuse,
calculated to stamp the-epiilet of ignorance and
follv upon a man, 1t is i dispac:ticn o rumafter
nevelties. There aps cerfain forms which eve-
ry c.v:iized nation ander heavern, acknowledgg
. and sanction, and would 1t not be madness, nay
'u;ged ness, to siscard or overthrow them. . “

Letusgiv encoragement to leasning and in-
dustrv, fur upon this depends our future happi-
ness ard pmsperlty—-let us give the greatest’
eacouragement to the industrious poer, tor they -
are virtzows ard sincere ; they are the faithful
heralds of approaching tyrasny. and while theic
voices are heard in the councils of vur country,
the: i3 no danger of vice. corfuption znd con-
tamination—give tn tiiem a liberal share in the
creation of your legislative body - give them an
equal voice with the more wealthy, and, my
word for it, weshall te more homogem:l more
staple ; the tide of political sentiment will flow -
in a more even cu;rent—a few may be preclud-
ed from ti:e decorated dome, the gaudy parler,
or swinging in tne gilded church; but a more e~
. qual distrivution of preperty, will be likely to be
" preserved, aod a umversa! cheerfulness will
pervade a ‘.d classes of peonie.

The goudness of a gov cramennt is to e seen

“” ’ .
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amoug the poorcr -laises ef men, while itc eill
are to be discovercs feomi:the penury-and dis-

. gontent whlc‘ ﬂe] 3 errf let the first eacroachs .

ment upon on rirs e checked with become -
ing eeventzy md is2ch those whe conduct our

public affairs, thag v:r rights.and privileges are

sacred and not to ke upon with 1mupa-
mity. Let ﬂm‘}n ou7 - at a day, nay
an hour of ﬂrt“mlM Iwnrﬂx 4 le e-
tvnnty ofbndag., s






