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AN ORATION,

AN icherent principle in the human baea& in-
duces men to execrate oppreffion, and 10 exult in the
idea of freedom ;—te deplore the caufes which gave
rife to the one, and to rejoice in the everds which
gave birth to the other.

On this aufpicious occafion,: Fellow C;azens we
are affembled, not with gloomy depreffion to lament
our flavery, but with animated pleafue, - to- celebrate
our freedom.

Time, in its mmmm;mm to the
thirtieth anniverfary of American Indepenndence.—In
unifon with our. Fellow Citizens throughout Federal
America, we -have -convened to celébrate the =m
which gave it birth. This_periodical celebration is a
faithfal pledge of the refpe& and veneration we bear
to the memory of our anceftors. It reminds us, in
the vigor of manhood, of the days of our infarcy ;
when our venerable fathers, appealmg 1o1be Supreme
Fudge of the world for the retitude of their intentions,
Jolemnly publifbed and declared, that the tben United
Colonies were, and of right ougba io be FREE and
INUEPENDENT STATES”” It imparts to our
bofoms a glow of that patriotic fpirit wiich infpired
them—*¢ with a full reliance on the prote@isn of Divine
Providence, to pledge to each other their lwe:, their
Jortunes and their facred boner.”

So highly do men appreciate the bleflings of liberty
and independence, that ftates and nauons, that have




enjoyed them, have uniformly commemorated the event
or the zra from which they date their commencement,

SwiITZERLAND, in the fourteenth century, firft
taught the nations of modern Europe the glorious art of
uniting freedom with civilization. Bome down by the

hand of Auftrian oppreffion, the little cantons of
Uri, Switz,and Under-wcld dared to affert their rights,
and to fet their oppreflors at defiance, The undaunted
WiLLiam TEeLL, fmiled at the menaces of an Auftrian
govainor, thruft his arrow mto his bofom, and gave
liberty to his countrymen. No longer incumbered by
the manacles of tyranny, they aﬂ’:‘;ned new courage,
and their country a new zppearance. - The- rede foil
was culnnted, the rocks were adorned with fruitful
vines,- ap<- the barren heath became a fertile plain,
The Swi.s have long celebrated this event with the
higheft demonftrations of joy.

‘HoLrawp, until near the clofe of the fixteenth
eentury, was degraded by Spanith infolence, and hum-
bled by the tyrannic Dukes of Alva. Senfible that no
- change could fink them to a lower ftate of wretched-
nefs, her fons conceived the magnanimous thought of
- becoming free. Headed by the invincible Maurice,
they hurled the gauntlet of defiance at the Spanith
. throne, and fheok off her iron yoke. Under- the
cheering fmiles of rational liberty, their country was
converted, from a filthy marfh, to a fruitful garden—
from 2 difmal fwamp, to the mart of Europe. With
the moft exquifite pleafure have the Hollanders long
remembered and celebrated this event.

France (if at this period fthe may be ranked with
nationd that were ever free) from the reign of Clov1§
her firft monarch to the execution of Louis the fix
teenth her laft, was alternately the dupe of Romith
priefts and the fport of defpotic tyrants. Frenchmen,
having, as they imagined, learned the leffon of liberty
in our country, with rapturc endcavored to improve it
in their own. With that enthufiafm which ever ac-
companies men on a fudden tranfition from fevere def-
potilm to the extremes of freedom, they fwore eternal
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enmity againft tyrunny, and everlafting devotion to
libertv. - Under the influence of the goddefs of liberty,*
they threatened ths deruion of every earthly poten-
tate—under the guidance of the goddefs of reafon,t
they menaced the throne of omnipotence. ‘Thei:-
monarch fell, and with him the monarchy, and the
GrearR2p sublic rofe on its ruins. _

Fora ﬂxort period Frenchimnen celebrated this eera
with enthufiafm, "bordering upon the rageof- demo—
niacs. - —

AMERICA, ot that portion of it which we call owr
couatry, long endured the moft cruel oppreflon from
Britain, from whom fhe merited the nioft tender pro-

ftectl(m. It would be ufelefs tc relate, and tedious io
“hear the long tale of aggrefionz n the one part, and
the unparalleled inftances of refiftance on the other.
At this period, we need no ftimulant to roufe our ven-
geanceagainft our oppreffors of feventeen hundred zmd
Jfeventy-fix. As they were hoiden ¢ enemiies in war”
—fo fhould they be efteemed “in peace friends.”
Suffice it, then, to fay, our country, under the guid-
ance of her luftrious WasHiNGTON and the protec-
tion of heaven, tnumphed over her enemies, became
free, and ftill rémains independent. :

On twenty-nine anniverfaries, have you, venerable
fathers, with rational pleafure, celebrated our inde-
dependence acquired by the mvmcxble firmnefs of your

* For the firesent standing of this goddess in irance, see a
work entitled the STRANGER 1IN F’RANCE, by Mr. CARR—
$ Leok at that sangu.'nara/ firostitute,” said an eminent French-
raan to Mr. Cary, pointing to /Ais goddess dethrened—¢ For
years we hove had lberty and bleodshed ; thank' heaven we ave
uow no lunger free.”’

t Fora history of t4is goddess, see RESIDENCE 1IN T'RANCF.
See also the speech of Anachzisis Clootz, on the tribane of the
“ational A%sembly “ Reason wwill dethrone thc kings .of the
carth and the king of heaven.—Av monarchy ubove, if we wish (v
-maintain our refiublic below,” e, &', . For this speech the as-

sembly passed a vote of thunks to this © erater of the [fuiman
ap?? I I l
".* c
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coarpatriots ; and, exhiliratiiig is thethougi.t, many of
us, who in the times that <« txied men’s fouls” had
fcarcely paffed the threfhold of our exiftence, have
now affembled with you for this laudable purpofe,
Happy, Fellow szens, kappy for us, that we can
ftill lay claim to the noble appellation of ireemen.

But whlle we rejoice that we are free, let us lament
with thofe of our fellow creatures who can-enly fay,
we once were fo!  Let us again, for a moment, revifit
thofe countries whofe once eelightful piCture has been
. faintly fketched. Mark now the fad reverfe !

. In SwiTZERLANWD, the fervid exclamations of free-
,-?}aen boafting of their liberty, are dmwaed by th
fullen murmur of {laves execrating thzr bondzge.
The remembrance of their former happi.sefs is bu: the

recolletion of joys that are pall;’ and inftead
of ameliorating, adds but a fting to their prefent mif-
ery! Throug out the thirteen Swils «cantons, where
. monuments were ere(ted to commemorate the noble
| achievements of their gallant anceftors, are feen the
'~ fanguinary ftandar.is of Gallic defpotifm. Inftead of

' enjoying a goverament - ‘made famihar by lo~g oper-

tion, they are fubjet to the capricious decrees of ¢
Corfican ufurp-r .—made without their confent, admin-
iltered by their oppteﬂ'ors, and executed bv the force of
the bayonet. -

Thus has fallen one of our fifter r ubhcs. Fallen
a facrifice to French perfidy. She beg:m not to refift,
till refiftance was too late !

Should we again caft our eyes on HoLLAND—
fhould we compare her prefent degradation with her
former greatnefs, we fhould here have caufe to lament
the fall of another fifter republic.

Inftead of beholding her citizens induftrious, enter-
prifing, and happy, we fhould fee them difcouraged,
and timid, and miferable. Inftead of beholding her
fea ports crowded -with the rich produ&ions of com-
merce, we fhould view them dramed by the enormous
contnbuttogs levied upon them by the Emperor of the
Gauls. 'The United Provinces, like the Swifs Cantons,
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we fhould:find fibjelt to aguven;ment, in the making

of which they have had no » and to officers,

in the ele@ion of whom they have had no voice.
Thus has Holland fell,—not fo much a facrifice to

French power, as a viétiin to her own vifibaary notions

A

'Shosdld we once more “dire®. our - attention to

Francg, what fhould we there behold—a nation of
entiiufiaftic freemen? No! . What fhould we there
hear—thie thouts of Jemg Live' the Republic 2 Nol - .we
- precating-cutfes on ther tiifters. ~'Wethould find this
Great Repyblic which hasfwallowed up every free flate
in Europe into the impeétucus vortex of utibounded lib-
erty, fwallowed, with her viltims, #ito the b?ad gulﬂp;h
of defpotilm.” Liberty and equality or death, was the
mot upon the ftandards of fenchmen 3 and to Jive
fres-or die was the oath upon their hips. - With this
motto and this oath, we cant follow them from the feaf-
fold of their unfortunate monarch, to the fanguinary
tribune of the National Affembly—from a DireCtory
of Lcenced murderers, to the flirme of a blood-thirfty
Co  —ind we fhall leave them the moft abjedd flaves,
to the moft abfolute defpot, in Europe! Thus rapid
;a been the sife, progrets, and fall of this Great
- To this:-eatalogue of futes which once exulted in
their freedom, and which 70w lament their bondage,
may be added Genod, Vemice, and Geneva.
%hen,':lhea',‘ my countrymen, in what quarter of
the world, fhall we fearchi<for genuine liberty? Its
grdian goddefs, difmantled of her enchanting robes,
taken her precipitate flight from Europe ; can find
no refidence in the voluptuous regions of Afia; and
no votaries amongft Africa’s debafed natives. Has
fhe, then, wzeping that men were enervated by the
chaing of flavery, and hugging the manacles of tyran. .
ny, forever deferted our world ¢ No, Fellow Citizens:
—Colimbia alone is now her favored clime, and we
alone her favorite fons. -
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It is a  pleafing” as well as a < dreddful thoughs’
that Americans are the only ‘people on earth, at this
period, who arein the enjoyment of rational liben(y

‘But'the'enjoyment of a bleffing fhould never render
us forgetful of the renure by whxcu it.is. holden; nor
unmindful of the means by which- it may be deﬁroyed

Let ¢35 pot imagine, that, feparated by the Atlindc
from the ambitious ftates of - Europe; we-are therefore
fafe.: The: hiftory of the eleven European. Republics.
which were ““in the full tide of fuceefsful expefiment”
_ until near the clofe of the gighteenth century, will eon-

vn‘rceﬂs 4Bat-the huft of domination knows no bounds

— g reff~..ned - by no principles: * Their univerfal de-
firu&ior feeinsto fay to the Ameman Republx «-Be
ye alfo ready™ for your falk -

Our very exiftence,.as.d free flate, is 2 dally confus
tation of the favorife maxim-of the dcfpdts of Eumpe;
that ne-republic can,. por-fhall .exiff. Having extermis
nated every.republicinthéir-own guarter of the globe ;
havirig filenced the voice,of libexty in their owh domiin-
ions ;- they look -with- mdzgmtien at our free republic,
and ‘with malwolence -3t us; her free born pofleflars. .
- Should we-place our rélianee upon their lemty and
our dependenee upon’ their juftice,- we -fhall find, as
difmembered Poland has iatall found, that their len-
ity is meafured only by their cupldxty, and 'that their
ideas of Ju(hce are wholly g{)vcrned by their poﬂ'eﬂion
of power. -~

- The cabinets of Europe know full WEII that fo Iong
as the confedcrated ftates of Arzerica‘remain free, lib-
erty will have a ‘country;.and her votaries. a rallying
poirit. Well may they apptehend, that their own en-
flaved fubjeéts, encouraged by our example, may one
day rife in their natural ftrength,- aflert their unaliens

able rights, and make their prefent well eftablifhed
thrones to-totter beneath them. Thefe confiderations
will induce the European powers, divided in every oth.
er obje, to unite inour deftrution. .

Is this the vifionary fantafy of groundlefs apprehena
€ion, oris it arational conclufion drawn from paft ex-




pericnee? It is no lefs the exhortation of reafon than
the language of iufpiration, That « he that thinks he
flandeth fhould take heed left e fall.”

But, Fellow szena, imminent as our dzrger is
from abroad, we have nothing to fear unlefs our own
country becomes an acceflary in her own deftru@ion ;
—unlefs, by her pufillanimity, the delivers herfelf up
to her deftroyers. The gamfon is lefs. cnda.ngered by
the thickening Lattalions of  its affailants, than by.the
defertion and timidity of the. foldlers who are ap;:ant.
en for its defence.

It was an aphonfmof thegr&tand uﬁly celebrated
De Wit, when Holland was memced by the united
forces of France and England, in-the reigns of Lewis
XIV. and Charles II. “ THAT No INDEPENDENT
STATE OUGHT TAMELY TO SUFFER A BREACH OF
EQUITY FROM ANOTHER, HOWEVER UNEQUAL THE
POWERS.’ "

When, and by whom has' this dlgmﬁed Izngnzge"
been held in our country, ﬁnce we bécame independ-
ent 2 By her undaunted- WasninNcTen ; when our
Weftern Pofts were retained by the Britith forcec, con.
trary to the ftipulations of their Treaty; and when
our commerce was threatened with mzhx}auon by;
their navy, contrary to the faw of mations.

The confequences of this intrepidity are known :—
The Weftern Pofts were reftored—ample indemnifica-
tion for {poliations on our commerce was obwined. " In
Jav, the court of Saint James recogmzed the dlgmﬁ-
¢d reprefentative, of an indignant nation.

Under the adminiftration of Apams, meafures
equally intrepid were purfued. Threatened by the
prowefs of France, and our very fhores infefted by
her picaroons, our infant navy ftarted into exiftence ;
thundered defiance to our enemies ; convinced them
that America was as powerful as frec, ard put an end
to aggrefhions at once. A provifionai army of intrep-
id freemen, rendered doubly formidabie by the uncon-

~ querabie fpirits of WasHiNGTON and HAMILTON,
taught our foes that our right, to this 'emtory of free.

e - e B
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Jom, was as well prote@ed, as owr immunities upon
the ocean. In ELisworTH, MURRAY and Dav IE,
the imperious court of Paris beheld the invincible min-
ifters, of an injured and vaconquered peopic... . -

At this period, the American chara&er ftood hgh. -
Our ﬁrmnefs difrayed. Ou{’ cnemxe'r*—rour refoiution
aftonithed Forgpe, .

-miWoM 0 bmven that truth would permit us to de-

meafures, equally dignified, adopted by the prel-
ent admimftration. x'l'hat, at a period of ):mr aili)‘axrs
fimilar to thole we have alluded to, a condudt equally
vigorous might be difcovered._-

Within a fhort period, we b;ve feen an important
right, guaranteed by a folrmn treaty, violated with
the utmoft impunity. The right of depofit at New-
Odcans,has,thhontthelca& retext,becntakcn
from us. Should we trmmphantly be told it has again
been reflored, we muft admit it. But 4// muft admit
that the very terms 3‘!; the teﬁoratlonf, are a ;‘enfold
: er injury than deprivation of the right. It
éugm;ces tg the world that :the American govgrnmem;
will « tamely fuffer a breach of equity from ansther
power.”- That Americans will fuffer themlfelves to be
robbed of an immunity, and then humbly compenfate
their robbers for its refloration—that th wxllfervﬂe-
ly beg as a favor, what they ought manfully to claim
asarightt Here we fhall be charged with reiterating
the horrible tocfin of war—here our bumane political
bards will defcribe, in vivid colors, our cities in flames
+-Our country “a bloody arena”-—our deareil com-
panions in Tiroans—-and themfelves in  agonizing
fpafms.” The man that will fuffer his reafon to ' .
eclipfed by the gloomy forebodings of his imagination,
we can only pity.

Switzerland and Genoa, Holland and Geneva have
loft their liberties by paying contributions forced by
the bayonet ; and have we not reafon ¢o fear that Amer-
ica will lofe her independence, by paying contributions,
fwindled out of her by * diplomatic fkill.”

A contribution, in the \ocabulary of tyrants, may
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be defined to be a fum of money demanded by an o}
preflor, and paid by the opprefied to prevent a threit-
ened injury. An injurv to the American government
was more than threstened—it was committed. < Your
rights at Orleans fiall be reftored to you upon %o other
condztzam, than that you accept from me, for fifteen mil-
lions of dollars, the wildernefs of Louifiana.””—This
muft have hcen the language of the pacific Emperor,
to the fapient minifter of our philofophical Preﬁdent.
The th ulared fum is io be paid to this defpot to ward
off h)s vengeance and to purchafe peace with his < er:-
lightened government.”

As enormous as this contribution may appear 3
much as the payment of it may drain ourt ui'y,
and encreafe our burdens, the lofs of wealth we there-
by fuftiin, # incomparably lefs than that which we fuf .

fer in the diminution of cur national chara@er. =
'~ ‘What has been' the effe of this immenfe facrifice of
national wealth* and national chara&er to tl:e rapa-
cious Corfican? The fame effect which ever has been,
and ever will be produced by the payment of tribute.
It has increafed ais infolence toward the American gov-
ernment an hundred fold, and enables him to oppofe
us with double the advantage. Hence his imperious
prohibition to the court of Madrid, from allowing in.
demnification to oOur citizens, for illegal captures.
Hence the depredations commirting upon .our com-
merce, at this ime, by French marauders, within our
very harbors. To the fame caufe may be imputed the

* The question whcther the acquisition of Louisiana will add
to the recal wealth of the United States, has been ably discussed,
and rationally decided by the real friends of our constitution.
A farther proof of the justness of their arguments may be drawn
from the celebrated Auies on Virginic. “ The indifferent state
of that (agric ‘lture) among us docs not proceed from a want of
knowledge n- cly ; it is from our having suck quantities of land
S0 waste as we please. In Euzope the object is to make the most
of their land, labor bcing abundant : here itis to make the
most of our laber, land cing abundant’” QUERY viir, “ But
we have an immer “y of land, courting the industry of the hus-

bandman.” Que. . zix.
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.uppar2licled cutrages of the Britifh frigates Cambrian
and Leander I the ha: Sor of New-York. * '

It was a governing vaxim, during the adminiftra-
tzonofWaﬁ nand Adams, thatananon, to pre-
ferve peace, mnﬁ beprqm:xi forwar. It is the theory
@f Mr. Jeflerion, and it is furely the practice of his
lmmﬁcrs, that it i impolitic * 12 -accumulate wealth,

ts provide for wars wwbich may bapper we know not
2wben, and which might nct bappen at all were it aot for
the ‘emptation that weaith affvrded.”

Magnanimons dotrine ! The fecurity, then, of
the independent American Republic depends ipon her
poverty ; and the” magnitude of her danger is to be
dinmmdbytheexmnof her wealth!!

Lt 1t be ferioufly aiked,aﬁ‘*“"mnéplesand
meafures of the pmfentadmm,"fmuon, calculated to
repel or to invite infult ; to at-:+d proteflion to our

, or an eafy cong queff 80 Ber encmies ?

Covi1d zﬁedxfenﬂ)odledfpmts -of Wathington, Gates
and Bir=cne, once more revifit the earth, how would
their sianly hearts burn with mdignation at the fervilit
“of ther countrymen. “They would exclaim, with the
.chnﬁnnzndpanmtbard ~

- Am-:ncn, viﬂ: all thv £:ls we lorc thee stifl—
' Out country.”

Am! we canalfo exclain, i1 the language of the bard,

« Farewel those homrs, and fareﬁ*el, with them,
“ The hope of such hereafrer.”

* To prewe the entire consistency of Mi. JeHerson in theory
and firectice we need only to cast our eyes again into his Avfe:
on V‘fgzma “ And, perhaps, 10 rcmove as much as possible:
the occaston of making war, it might be better for us to abandc
the ocrom altogciBer, that being the element whereon we shall he
Fr:ncipally exposed to joside with other nations.” ¢ They (the
Furopeans) can attack us by detachments only, and it may suf-
fice to make ourselves egua/ to whai they may detach. A sraall
naval force then is sufficient for us and u small ore is neeesacry.”
QUERY »x11. A “anally sufficicnty, neccesary, raval force” is in
the Mediterranean—and the harbors of the Uaited States, are
“cbandonced aliogether.” |

.
e
- -
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% Thoze cuns wre set. Chrise som: other such !
“ Grall #wt we haveleftis cuniy taix
“ Of old achicvementsy and € <y of rew”

From the fervility of our adminifiration to foreign
powers we have much to fear ; much alfo have we to .
fear from its temerity at home. Is it not a peculiar
feature in our philofophical cabinet to be intimidzted
where there is the leafl danger, 2nd undauntedly cour-
ageous where there is nothing to be feared ? Our
minifterial phalanx would fhrink from a Spanifh gar-
rifon at Orleans, but marches, with matchleis courage,
to the attack of the conflitution.

Already have they, “ Like boid Briareus with an
bundred bands,” proftrated the independence oft the
judiciary. Already have they deprived the {mall ftates
of any efficient power in tl;th:y eleGtion of a Prefident of
the Unjon—and they have made a bold flride toward
the anmihilation of the fenate! While attacking the
conftitution, they have not forgetten the venerable
patriots who framed it, and who have ever been its
ftrenuous fupporters ; but they have remembered only
to profcribe them. Where *“ death and refighation™
hath not lent their aid, prefidential vengeance hath
hunted to deftruction almoft every federal officer with.
m its reach. Where this conld noi extend, (for, thanks
to the flubborn refiftance againft innovatizn, we have
yet a few fragments of our conflitution remaining,)
the abufed power of impeachment has been called in
to complete the deftru@ive work; and one unfortu.
nate judge has been facrificed for his misfortune ; and
another, moft venerable, has been driven to indigence
to evince his innocence ! !

A wife magiftrate who has the power of appointing
and removing officers, wili carefully compare the qual.
ifications of the officer he is about to expel, with the
talents and charaler of the ftranger who is defigned
to fill his place. :

If our chief magiftrate, ¢ has had. time” to make
any comparifons at all, has not the preference been
uniformly given to his own fycophantic admirers, the

————— e e .
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enemies o£ the conftitution, and of difgraced foreign.
ers, * with all their prejudices for, oragaiuil their own
governments, and with a full portion of malice againit
our own conftitution ? Thope, in heaven, thereisno
difguifed Corfican amongft this numerous hoft of fa-
vored mifcreants.
Meafures fimilar to this have affuredly haftened the
decline, and precipitated the fall of other republican
ments. Should we be told that the United
“States are yet independent—are yef wealthy—and that
their danger exifts only in imagination, we may an-
fwer, by reviewing the paft, we can determine the
prefent, and, to almoft an abfolute certainty, antici-
te the future danger of the Union. But this crite-
rion, by which only can we judge of the good or bad
terdency of any public meafure, is denied to be juft ;
and it is boldly advanced, by bigh authority, that ex-
amples drawn from the hiftory of other nations, and
by parity of reafon, from that of our own, ought not
to have any influence upon our rulers; and that mea

* The very excellent remarks of Mr. Jeterson, in his Notes
en Virginia, upon tiis subject induces me to extioct them.
« But are there no inconvenicnces to be thrown into the srle
against the advarfages expected from a multiplicaiion of num-
bers by the impertation of foreigners? Every species of gov-
ernmaent has its secific principles.  Curs perhaps ave raore 7 -
culiar than those of any other in the universe. Itisa cor
ticr: of the freest princifiles of the English constitution, with ¢ -
derived from natural right aud natural rezson. To thesc »
ing czn bz more offisscd than the maxims of a%:s/uze inonarchues,
Yet fiom suck are we to e:pect the greatest number of ewii-
grants. They will bring with them the principles of the gov-
erament they leave, imbibed in their eariy youth ; orif able to
throw them offy it wiil be in exchange for an unbounded licen-
tiousness, passing, ac is usual, from one extrzme to another.
It would be a aniracle were they to stop precisely at the point of
temperaie liberty.” Query virr.  One mere extract from ife
Note. * The time to guard against corruption and tyranny, is
bcfure they shell have gotten hold of us. It is better to keep
the welf out of the fold, than to trust to drawing his teeth and
talens ufter he shall have catered.”

“ Mankiad soon learn to muke interested uses of every right
aud pewer they ficasess or may assume.” QuUERY x1IT,
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are ¢t univerfally the fame. This at cnce puts an

end to all difcuflion.—This v1ll enable our fagacicus

guides to muks example for their own juftificatior, and

prece.)ts for their own government. 'With a moft cor-

dial contempt for the expeiience and wiidom of oth--
ers, they can beftow 2 full meafure of confidence up-

on thelr own.

If then, neither appofit¢ examples dravn from hil.’
tory,* the warning monitions of a depart;a Wailing-
ton, 1 nor the almoft infpired language of 2 murcered
Hamilton, { can have any influence upon our mlo*rs,
<< neither wxli t/k be convinced though one foculd rife
jrom the de

Let us then leave the deftiny of the Umon in the
hands of that merciful being who “ tempers the wind
2. the fborn lamb,” and dire& our attention to what’
moft nearly concerns us, the intereft of our natwe,
our beloved flate. |

The ftate of ConneClicut, at this period, ftands the
fcoff of the national adrmmﬁranon, the derifion of jac-
obinifm, and the admiration of good and great and
virtuous {tatefmen.

Ye: ! Fellow Citizens, although we enjoy a full
porticn of calumny from the fervile adulators of our
Prcfident, and his minifters, the genuine friends of our
mefhmab!e, though mutilated conftitution, in every
part of the union, look up to our litrle ftate as its
{trongeft, its beft fupport. They confider this ftate as
the {trong and impregnable fortrefs of federalifm,
that will effetually repel the furious affaults of democ-
racy. They are convinced that federal republicanifm
is bottomed on the immutable principles of truth ; and
that it will eventnallyg like all truth, though for a fea-
fon obfcu ed by error, glorioufly prevml ‘Here they
behold, in brillizncy, the inextinguithable fpmk of

S5

* Sce the histaries of Folland, Switzerland, Venice, Geneva
and Genoa from the 14:h century to this time.

1 See the numerous addresses of General Washington, ¢spe-
cially the last.

1 See the Lederel®t, wroie by this eminent statesman.
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federalifr1, which will, ere long, illuminate the whole
couftellation of the American ftates. This is not the
slelufive vifion of an enervated and difappointed minor-
ity ; it is the rational and well-grounded belief of moft
eminent ftatefmen.

Busi, Feliow Citizens, political truth to be trium-
phant, requires the attive fupport of its adherents. It
s not enaugh that we are merely friendiy to its caufe,
we muft, with urremitted vigilance, endeavor to €x-
tend its mﬂucnce.A Its enemies, with the admtage
which Hcentious principles always afford them, will
contine to check its progrefs, and difcourage its vota-
ries, till by the dignified language of its fupporters,
znd its own xr;eﬁﬂxble rays, they are driven to convic-
tion ; as Paul was fomed to repentance by a “ great
woice”” and a « g light from heaven.”

‘In proporuon to the firmnefs with which we refift
the progrefs of diforganizing priiiciples,. i the fame
proportion have we experienced, and in the fame pro-

rtion muft we expet to experience, the violent at-
tacks of its adherents. The principal mipifterial prints
in the Union, wnder the fanition of its chicf magiftrate,
have long been enlifted agam{t us. One is urging the
general government to force upon us a conftitution
without our confent ;—another is reprefenting the peo-
ple of Connetticut as bigoted, hoodwinked, and prieft-
ridden ;—and 2 third is ftigmatizing the ﬁate, for their
difference of opinion, with the epithet of the La Vendee
of America! Our own democratical editors, regard-
lels of their duty to the ftate which gave them birth,
and which has uniformly aforded them protec’hon,
have jomed their feebler forces with our enemies, and '
have become their fellow-helpers in this diabolical
work. Charity may poflibly vunk at their delufion in
approbating many of the pernicious meafures of the
general government ; for this may arife from their own
mifapprehenfion ; but broad as her mantle is, it never
can conceal their iniquity in endeavoring to deftroy the
wcifare of their native ftate. ' What is the uniform ten-
dency of their produltions? To depreciate the ftate
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of Conneicut in the fcale of the Union ;~—to dimin.
ith her importance as a member of the confederacy ;
~t0 deftroy her own internal tranquility.

Principles the moft deftruttive to our welfare, have
been publifhed in their weekly journals ; from thefe
they have been promulgated in the market-places; and
in thefe they have been hawked through every village.
By thefe means, honeft men have been deceived, and
the uninformed have been led aftray. Condu&ed by

onate leaders ““whe, for themfelves alone, them-
felves bave raifed”’—they have been inftigated to ereé&t
the flandard ef oppofition againtt our ftate government.

They have been told by a man to whom a// govern-
ments are alike, and to whom none are of any worth,
that Connetlicut is without a conftitution. Obfequi-
ous to his imﬁous mandate, they have conceived,
and are ftruggling to bring forth, a revolutien in this
ftate. Driven, at once, by his ele&ric voice, from a
high ftate of civilization, into the barbarous Aate of
nature, with the utmoft philanthropy they have offered
to give us a conflitutien, that we may again become a
civilized people !!! -

It would be an unneceffary expenfe of time, and ar-
rogance in me, to attempt to prove what we already
know, that we have a conftitition. We are convin-
ced, froma long experience of its benefits, that we
have one of the beft :—a conftituton that has produced
mildnefs and permanercy in the government ; wealth
and tranquility in the governed.

To fay, however, that our conflitution is perfet, -
would be attributing to“d quality of which no human
inftitution can boaft. It may have faults; if it has
they fhould be approached with that prudent folicitude
and trembling apprehenfion, with which a fkilful phy-
fician approaches to the wounds of an aged patient.—
As he would not make his moft powerful medicine
the daily food of the invalid, neither fhould we com-
mence the partial alteration of our conftitution by its
total fubverfion. There is furely * @ medium between
abjolute defiruction and unreformed exifience.”’

c
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Says the great, and juftly celebrated Sir EpuunDp
Burke, “ 4 good ﬁatg/’man will maintain a conflict
with that obfiinacy which refelts all improvement, and
with that levity wlncb u Jfatigued with every tbmg of
wbich it is in poffefpon.”

In Connedlicut there are two parties ; much as we
deplore their exiftence, we cannot deny it ;—and their

les, much as we deprecate the evils which may
follow from the diverfity, are diametrically oppofite.
But is it the part of wildom te weep and wail at the
exiftence of parties, or to dare to inveftigate our fitu-
ation as it really is, and endeavor to improve it ?

The party to wlnch we have profeffedly attached our-
felves, and towlm:h, I truft, we are really attached,
has through the trying fcenes of the Amcncan revolu-
tion, through 3ll the alarming mutations of other ftate

vemmentsb:l?tbeﬁ:b}let{e rtofourowncon;.
Enmou, as well as one guardian prote&ors o
the conftitution of the generai government.

Thofe who have adminiftered our own government,
divefting themfelves of « that obftinacy which rejecis
all improvement,” have uniformly endeavored to re-
move its cormpnons, fupply its defelts, and to perfe&t
its conftru@tion. How they have fucceeded, let the
civil, religious and political bleflings we enjoy inform us.

The other party, for as a confpicuous member of it
has told us “ it can be defignated as well as the lines of
a town or a county” confifts of the paffionate admizers
of Mr. Jefferfon, and his adminiftration, and the in-
veterate enemies of our ftate conftitution and thofe
who now adminifterit. Why can they not be friends
to the former without becoming enemies to the latter ?
or is attachment to our Prefident incanfiftent with re-
gard to fteady govenment ! ?

This party “ we fpeak the truth and lie not,”—
with that ¢ levity whbich is fatigued with every tbmg of
which it is in poﬁﬁm” are refolutely bent upon the
deftruction of our ftate conftitution, and feduloufly
engaged in the removal of all our faithiul and well
tried officers. This is their profzfled obje&t—they da
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not pretend to difguife their intentions. Well for us,
Fellow Citizens, if they are to be malignant, that they
are thus bold in their malignity :—fortunate for us, if
we are to contend, that we can face our antagonifts in
an open field. -

Why have they, at once, become fo -inveterate
againft their own conftitution, which they have long
fan&tioned by their own fuffrages ? Muit we conclude
that they are blind to its merits, and ignorant of its
excellences, and therefore with to deftroyit? A bung-

ing mechanic, who 1is ifnonnt of his bufinefs, will
deftroy the implements of his trade.

To make a revolution, s 2 meafure fo immenfely
jmportant, that no trifing reafons are demanded in its
iuftification. Are thefe reafons, at this time, fufficient
to juftify a revolution in Connefticut ? For a refolu-
not apply to the unfettled vagaries, of the rath mem-
bers of a revolutionary junto. Such have no ftandard
by wkich they can judge of the refatude or turpitude
of opinions, and their obftinacy always bears an exal
proportion to their ignorance. /s they adopt theories
without reafon, they never can be: reafoned into a belief
of their abfurdity ; and it is moit frequenti; the very
abfurdity of an opinion which induces them to efpcufe
it. As well may we undertake to difpoflefs a caravan
of wandering Arabs of their tenements, who
fettled abode, as to attempt to convince thofe men of
their errors, who hagno fettled opinions.

But to iolve the queftion whether a revolution is
neceflary, we will fearch for the wife and experienced
language of eminent ftatefmen and philofophers.

Do&or SwirT, a ftrenuous advocate for the rational
liberty of Englithmen, will inform us—*¢ That when-
cuer the evils which ufually attend and follow a violent
change of government, will not, in probability be fo per-
nicious as the grievance we fuffer from a prefent power,
then the public good will yuftify a revelution.”” ‘Time
will not permit us to analyze this profound remark.
Let it only be afked, what are the grievaaces of the
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ditizens of Conneicut ? none but thofe falutary ref-
traints which muft neceffarily be impofed upon our k-
centious propenfities. Do eur revoiutionifts with to
‘e relieved from all reftraints, then let them quit the
regions of civilization, and fice to the favage clans of
the wildernels. Tbere they may rove with nnbndled
liberty—tbere, they may “ rage in e fe ualxt]
but bere, they maft recollea&x, tha{?heagng{h#

civil and uncivil ftate cannot be enjoyed together.

Sir Epmuwp Bumke, gs flrengly attached to ra-
tional Liberty, ‘as Sppofed to unbeunded licentioufnefs,
will inftru@ us that “ <when the advantages d’tbepy'q-

fron-and the projell are upon the par, there is no motive
for a change”” What are our peffeffons? A mild
and fteady government—honefl and upright efficers.
What are.the advantages of the revolutionary grojed? ?
The wild raging of amarchy and confuiion, the guid-
ance of rath prefumption, and the infolence of untu-
. To thefe profound axioms ef Swift and Durke,
might be added numerous others, equally found, from
the ineftimable produ&tions of Mm:queu, Fattell and
De Lolme, tar men of true greatnefs, the magnitude
of whofe minds enables them to difcern the goed of
the whole univerfe at a view, moft-uniformly think in
unifon uponfimiiar fubjecls. Thefe great men, Fel-
low Citizens, whofe opinions furely ought to have
'fome weight with us, were-all convinced that the blef-
fings of 2 mild and fteady government are invaluable ;
that it is the patient labor of a deliberation and fore-
fight for centuries to build it up; and that rage and
phrenzy may demoiifh it in an hour.

We may fafely conclude that to be good from which

.good is derwed and therefore we may conclude th.t
to be a geod government, under which the people are
happy, wealthy and contented. In Connedticut, ev-
ery one is ‘happy, excepting thofe who render them-
felves miferable by their own vices ; every one has a
competency (and that is wealth enough) exeepting
thofe whefe indigence is chargeable upon their own
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idlenefs or nisforma;zndemyone seommml,

excepting thofe turbulent fpirits that arc Jeserasined

acver 1o be at reff : ".owhomdnem*&modaatexz-f

firzints are tyranmic epprefhons—the, mjun&ions

dmﬂnmtydan:lmpoﬁm—mdtl:nﬂmd
the ¢ - of the mind.

Pokitical vi: vlnch&eummg:ﬂ,pubﬁcdngwdds
much importance as pavate is fop-
pmufzgovenmgn wlnchlnsznnﬁmofmg!nx-
racy in its compofition. A momarchy ray be fuftain-
«d by a2 principle of bewor—a defpotiim cwes its exift-
ence to fear—but virtse is the guardica genins of 2
rqmbhc. The nature of our couftitution, it muft be

admitted, prefumes sach upon this virtue; it is the
grmdpillar which it refls ; andvcmyrc&af-
dwrweoftuﬁnandexpumcewnvmmm,
tlntvbenthnleknvﬂldngthcmﬁ:mucnnfdf
irto its rams. Then will commence the deftrudtive
work of revolution ; and when commenced, it will
.‘avent»eyesforfa-gfgbt-mmﬁ)rrepenmnce.

Thus, Feliow Citizens, n comp:nce with your
polite and unexpelted invitati=z, 1 have atterpted to
addrefs you on this giorious anniverfary of our national

indepeadence. I have endeavored, ina concife man-
ner, to trace the arigin and deftruftion of the principal
European Republics,—the origin of the American
Republic, and the danger to which it is expofed as well
from a fpirit of domination in the European cabinets,
as from a fpirit of innovation and fervility in our own ;
and have devoted a few moments to the confideration
of the concerns of our native fiate. Thefe fubjets
are, each of them, all-important ; and if, from their

magnitude, I was unzole to com rchcnd them,

f::thave treated upon them with moge vehemency

than underftanding, my inexperience, I truft, will be
my fufficient apol

As a manberogzthe confec’.eucv, our ftate is of
much importance :—as a flate, in which, as we truft,
the genuine principles of the American conftitution
are underftood and fupported, it is of immenfe confe-
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quence—baut to us, FeBow Citizens, who are its in-
habitants; it is the Epen of the world. From its bor-
ders, may the fword of political virtue, pointing in
every pofiible direGtion, forever repel the hydra mon-
fier of jacobinic vice. We know, and we feel that we
have an excellent conflitution. Let us then unite
ﬁmxyinimfnpp&mi;fwemm@kﬂemz
der providence, be a: » a profperous peopie :—j
itsal::;xies'ddtmyit,we' have the fatisfation to
refle®, while lamenting: its fall, and our confequent
" mifery, that we have not contributed to its deftru&ion.






