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PR g m Ty gl i e N T LI P ™ o e e

Feirrow-Crrizene: 1 cougratalate you, 1 give you joy, on the
return of this Anniversary; and I felicitate you, also, on the more
particular purpose of which this ever-memorable day has been
chosen to witness the fulfilment. Haill all haill 1 see before
and around me a mass of faces, glowing with cheerfulness and
patriotic pride. I see thousands of eyes, turned towards other
eyes, all sparkling with gratification and delight. This is the
New World! This is America! This is Washington! and this
the Capitol of the United States! And where else, smong the
Nations, can the seat of government be surrounded, on any day of
any year, by those who have more reason to rejoice in the blessings
which they possess? Nowhere, fellow-citizens; assuredly, no-vhere.
Let us, then, meet this rising sun with joy and thanksgiving !

This is that day of the year which announced to mankind the
great fact of .\merican Independence. This fresh and brilliant
morning blesses our vision with another beholding of the Birthday
of ovr Nation: and we see that nation, of recent origin, now
among the most considerable and powerful, and spreading over
the continent from sea to sea. |

Among the first colonists from Europe to this part of America,
there were some, doubtless, who contemplated the distant conse-
quences of their undertaking, and who saw a great futurity; baut,
in general, their hopes were limited to the enjoyment of a safe
asylum from tyranny, religious and civil, and to respectable snb-
sistence, by industry and toil. A thick veil hid our times from their
view. But the progress of America, however slow, could not but
at length awaken genius, a. 1 attract the attention «f mankind.

In the early part of the next century, Bishop Berkeley, who, it
will be remembered, had resided for some time in Newport, in
Rhode Island, wrote his well-known “ Verses on the Prospect of
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planting Anrs and Learvivg in Aserica.”  Thoe Inst stanza of this
hittle Poem secms to hinve been produced by u high poctical in-
gpiration:

‘“ Weatward the course of amples takes its way -
The {our first acts already past,
A fifth shall close the drama with the day:
Time’s noblest offspring in the lant.*”

This cxtracrdinary propbecy may be considered only as the
result of” long foresight and uncommon sagacity ; of a foresight
and sagacity stimulated, nevertheless, by excited feeling and high
enthusiasm. So clear a vision of what America would become
was not founded on square miles, or on existing numbers, or on
any vulgar laws of statistics. It was an intuitive glance into
futurity ; it was a grand conception, strong, ardent, glowing, em-
bracing all time since the creation of the world, and all regions
of which that world is composed ; and judging of the future by just
analogy with the past. And the inimitable imagery and beauty
with which the thought is expressed, joined to the conception itself,
render it one of the most striking passages in our languoage.

On the day of the declaration of Independence our illustrious
fathers performed the first scene in the last great act of this
drama; one, in real importance, infinitely exceeding that for
which the great English poet invoked.

‘“ A muse of fire,

A kingdom ior a stage, princes to act,
And monarchs to behold the swelling scene !”

The Muse inspiring our Fathers was the Genius of Liberty, all
on fire with a sense of oppression, and a resolution to throw it
off ; the whole world was the stage, and higher characters than
princes trod it ; and, instead ot monarchs, countries and nations
and the age beheld the swelling scene. How well the characters
were cast, and how well each acted his part, and what emotions
the whole performance excited, let history, now and hereafter, tell.

At a subsequent period, but before the declaration of Indepen-
dence, the Bishop of St. Asaph published a Discourse, in which
the following remarkable paskages are found:

“It is difficult for man to look into the destiny of future ages;
‘the designs of Providence are too vast and complicatéd, snd our

il *



'y

‘own powers are too narrow to ndmit of much satisfaction to our
‘curiogity.  But, when we sea many great and powerfal causes
‘constantly at work, we cannot doubt of their producing propor-
‘tionable effeots.

“The colonies in North America have not only taken root and
‘acquired strength, dut seem hastening with an accelerated progress
‘to such a powerful State as may introduce a new and important
‘change in human affairs.

“PDescended from ancestors of the most improved and eulight-
‘ened part of the old world, they receive, as it were by inherit-
‘ance, all the improvemoents and discoveries of their mother
‘country. And it happens fortunately for them to commence
‘their flourishing State at a time when the human understanding
‘has attained to the free use of its powers, and has learned to act
‘with vigor ana certainty. They may avail themselves not only
‘of the experience and industry, but even of the errors and mis-
‘takes of former days. Let it be considered for how .nany ages
‘a great part of the world appears not to have thought at all;
‘how many more they have been busied in forming systems and
‘ conjectures, while reason has been lost in a labyrinth of words,
‘and they never seem to have suspected on what frivoldus matters
‘their minds were employed.

“And let it be well understood what rapid improvements, what
‘important discoveries have been made, in a few years, by a few
‘countries, with our own at their head, which hav~ at last dis-
‘covered the right method of using their faculties.

“May we not reasonably expec?, that a number of provinces,
‘ possessed of these advantages, ard quickened by mutual emaula-
‘tion, with only the common progress of the human mind, should
‘very considerably enlarge the boundaries of science?

“The vast continent itself, over which they are gradually
‘spreading, may bo considered as a treasure yet untouched of
‘natural productions that shall hereafter afford ample matter for
‘commerce and contemplation. And, if we reflect what a stock
‘of knowledge may be accumulated by the constant progress of
‘industry and observation, fed with fresh supplies from the stores
‘of nature, assisted sometimes by those happy strokes of chance
‘ which mock all the powers of invention, and sometimes by those
‘superiot characters which arise occasionally to instruct and en-
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‘lighten the world, 1t 19 diflicult ovon to imagine to what height
of improvement their discoveries may extend.

“And perhaps they may make as considerable advances in the
“arts of cinl government and the conduct of life. 'We have reason
‘to be proud, and even joalous, of our excellent constitution; but
‘those equitable principles on which it was formed, an equal re-
‘ presontation, (the best discovery of political wisdom,) and a just
‘and commodious distribution of power, which with us were the
‘ price of civil wars, and the rewards of the virtues and sufferings
‘of our ancestors, descend to them as a natural inheritance, with-
‘ out toil or pain.

“ But must they rest here,as in the utmost effort of human genius?
‘ Can chance and time, the wisdom and the exper ience of public men,
‘suggest no new remedy against the evils which vices and arabition
‘are perpetually apt to cause? May they not hope, without pre-
‘sumption, to preserve a greater zeal for piety and public devo-
‘tion than we havedone! Kor sure it can hardly happen to them,
‘as it has to us, that when religion is best understood and ren-
‘dered most pure and reasonable, that then should be the precise
‘time when many cease to believe and practice it, and all in
‘ general become most indifferent to it ?

“ May they not possibly be more successful than their mother
‘country has been in preserving that reverence and authority
‘ which is due to the laws? to those who make, and to those who
‘execute them? Maynot a method te invented of procuring some
‘tolerable share of the comforts of life to those inferior useful ranks
‘of men to whose wndustry we are indebted for the whole? Time
‘ and discipline may discover some means to correct the extreme in-
“ equalities of condilion between the rich and the poor, so dangerous
‘ to the innocence and happiness of both. They may fortunately be
‘led by habit and choice to despise that luxury which is consid-
‘ered with us the true enjoyment of wealth. They may have
‘little relish for that ceaseless hurry of amusements which is pur-
‘sued in this country without pleasure, exercise, or employment.
‘And perhaps, after trying some of our follies and caprices and
‘rejecting the rest, they may be led by reason and experiment to
‘that old simplicity which was first pointed out by Nature, and
‘has produced those models which wa still admire in arts, elo-
‘ quence, and manners. The diversily of new scenes and situations,
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“which so many growing Stales must necessartly pass through, may
“tnlroduce changes in the fluctuating opinsons and manncrs of men
‘which we can form no conception of ; and not only the gracious
‘disposition of Providence, but the visible preparation of causes,
‘secms to indiozte strong tendencies towards a general improve-
‘ment.”

rellow-citizens, this “gracious disposition of P'rovidence,” and
this “visible preparation of causes,” at lengih brought on the
hour for decisive action. On the 4th of July, 1776, the Represen-
tatives of the United States of America in Congress assembied
declared that these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES.

This declaration, mcde by most patriotic and resolute men,
trusting in the justice of their cause and the protection of Heaven,
and yet made not without deep solicitude and anxiety, has now
stood for seventy-five years, and stiii otonds. It was sealed in
blood. 1t has met dangers, and overcome them; it has h-d
enemies, and conquered them; it has had detractors, and
abashed them all; it has had doubting friends, but it has cleared
all doubts away ; and now, to-day, raising its august form higher
than the clouds, twenty millions of people contemplate it with
hallowed love, and the world beholds it, and the consequences
which have followed from it, with profound admiration.

This anniversary animates, and gladdens, and unites all Ame.
rican hearts. On other days of the year we may be party men,
indulging in controversies, more or less important to the public
good ; we may have likes and dislikes, and we may maintain our
political differences, often with warm, an¢ sometimes with angry
feelings. But to-day, we are Americans all ; and all nothing but
Americans. As the great luminary over our heads, dissipating
mists and fogs, now cheers the whole hemisphere, so do the asso-
ciations connected with this day disperse all cloudy and sullen
weather in the minds and hearts of true Americans. Every
man’s heart swells within him ; every man’s port and bearing
becomes somewbat more proud and lofty, as he remembers that
soventy-five years have rolled away, and that the great inherit-
ance of liberty is still his: his, undiminished and unimpaired; his

in all its original glory; his to enjoy; his to protect ; and his to
transmit i{o future generations.
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Fellow-citizens: This inheritance which we enjoy to-day s

rigan liberty. Liberty ha.: existed in other times, in other coun-
tries, and in other formy. There has been a Grecian liberty,
bold and powerful, full of spirit, eloquence, and fire; a liberty
which produced multitudes of great mon, and has transmitted ono
immortal namoe, the name of Demosthones, to posterity.  But still
it was n liberty of disconnected Statcs, sometimes united, indeed,
by temporary leagues and confederacies, but often involved in
wars between themselves. The sword of Sparta turned its
sharpest edge against Athens, enslaved her, and devastated
Greece; and, in her tors, Sparta was compelled to hend before
the power of Thebes. And let it ever be remembered, especially
let tho truth sink deep into all Amorican minds, that it was the
WANT OF UNION among her several States which finally gave the
mastery of all Greece to Philip of Macedon.

And there has also been a Roman liberty, a proud, ambitious,
domineering spirit, professing free ar.d popular principlesii Rome
itself, but, even in the best days of the Republic, ready to carry
slavery and chains into her provinces, and through every country
over which her eagles could be borne. What was the liberty of
Spain, or Gaul, or Germany, or Britain in the days of Rome?
Did true constitutional liberty then exist? Asthe Roman Empire
declined, her provinces, not instructed in the principles of free
popular government, one after another declined also, and when
Rome herself fell in the end, all fell together.

1 have said, gentlemen, that our inheritance is an inheritance
of American liberty., That liberty is characteristic, peculiar, and
altogether our own. Nothing like it existed in former times, nor
was known in the most enlightened States of antiquity; while
with us its principles have become interwoven into the minds of
individual men, connected with our daily opinions, and our daily
habits, until it is, if I may so say, an element of social as well as
of political life; and the consequence is, that to whatever region
an Americah citizen carries himself, he takes with him, fully de-
~alnped in his own understanding and experience, our American
ptihciples and opiniohs, and becomes ready at once, in co-opera-
tion with others, to apply them to the formation of new Govern-
ments. Of this a most wonderful instance may be seen in the
history of the State of California.
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On o former oceasion | have ventured to remark that, “1t is
‘very diflionlt to establish a free conservative Government for
‘the cqual advanceinent of all the interests of society. What
‘hrts Germany dono ; learned Germany, {uller of ancient lore than
‘all the world beside? What has Italy done? What have théy
' done who dwell on the spot where Cicero lived? They have
‘not the power of self-government which a common town-meet-
‘ing, with us, possesses1” “Yes, | say, that those persons who
‘have gone from our town-meetings to dig gold in Cnlifornia, are
‘raore fit to muke a Republican Government than any body of
‘men in Germany or Italy; because they have learned this one
‘great lesson, that there is no security without law, and that,
‘under the circumstances in which they are placed, where there
‘is no military authority to cut their throats, there is no sovereign
‘wiil but the will of the majority ; that, therefore, if they remain,
‘they must submit to that will.” And this I believe to be striotly
true.

Now, fellow-citizens, if your patience will hold ovut, I will ven-
tare, before proceeding to the more appropriate and particular
duties of the day, to state, in a few words, what I take these
American political principies in substance to be. They consist,
as I think, in the first place, in the establishment of popular Gov-
ernments, on the basis of representation; for it is plain that a
pure democracy, like that which existed in some of the States of
Greece, in which every individual had a direct vote in the enact-
ment of all laws, cannot possibly exist in a country of wide ex-
tent. This representation is to be made as equal as circumstances
will allow. Now, this principle of popular representation, pre-
vailing either in all the branches of Governments, or in some of
them, has existed in these States almost from the days of the set-
tlements at Jamestown and Plymouth ; borrowed, no doubt, from
the example of the popular branch of the British Legislature.
The representation of the people in the British House of Com-
mons was, indeed, originaliy very unequal, #nd is yet not equal.
Indeed, it may be doubted whether the appearaticé of Knights
and Burgesses assembling on the summons of the Crown, was
not intended at first as an assistance and support to the Royal
prerogative, in matters of revenue and taxation, rather than as a
mode of ascertaining popular opinion. Nevertheless, representa-
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tion had a populnr orvigin, and savored more nnd wore of the
oharnctor of that origin, as it acquired, by slow degrees, preator
and gronter strength, in the actunl government of the country.
i fact, the constitution of the Houase of Comimons wans o form of
I‘(:nl‘f':Hl‘llhl.liml, however llm'qtllll; numbers ware u'nnnlml, il
majoritics prevailed; and when our aneestors, acting upon thia
exaruple, mtroduced more equality of reprosentation, the iden as-
somad aomore vational and distinet «hape. At any rate, this
manncr of exercising popular power was familiar to our fnthers
when they settled on this continent.  They adopted it, and gene-
ration has risen up after generation, all acknowledging it, and
becoming ncquainted with its practict and its forms.

And the next fundamental principle in our system is, that the
will of the majority, fairly expressed through the means of repre-
sentation, shall have the force of law ; and it is quite evident that
In a country without Thrones or Aristocracies or privileged castes
or classes, there can be no other foundation for law to stand upon.

And, as the necessary result of this, the third element is, that
the law is the supreme rule for the government of all. The
great sentiment of Alcieus, so beautifully presented to us by Sir

William Jones, is absolutely indispensable to the construction and
maintenance of our political systems:

¢ What constitutes a State’

Not high rais’d battlements or lubored mound,
Thick wall or moated gate;

Not cities proud, with spires and turrets crown’d;
Not bays and broad arm’d ports,

Where, laughing at the storm, rich vavies ride;
Not starr'd and spangled courts,

Where low-brow’d baseness wafts perfume to pride.
No—Msx, high-minded Mzn,

With powers as far above dull brutes endued
In forests, brake or den,

Asg beasts excel cold rock and brambles rude:
Men who their duties know,

But know their rights, and knowing, dare maintain;
Prevent the long-aim’d blow,

And crush the tyrant while they rend the chain:
Thexe constitute a State;

And Sovxnziex Law, that State’s collected will,
O’er thrones and globes elate

Sits empress, crowning good, repressing ill.”
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Aud, finatly, another moat important part of the groat fabric of
American lilml‘l.}f i, that thereo shall be written cnnstitutionu,
formded on the immedinte anthority of the people themselves,
and vepulating and redtraining all the powers conferred upon
Goverument, whethor legislative, oxeoutive, or judicial.

Thiy, tellow-citizony, 1 supposo to be a just surnmary of our
American principles; and 1 have on this ocoasion scught to ex-
press them in the platnest and in the fowest words. The sum-
mary may not be entirely exact, but I hepe it may be sufficiently
80 to mnke mnnifest to the rising generation among ourselves,
and to those elsowhere, who may choose to inquire intothe nature
of our political institutions, the general theory upon which they
are founded.  Aund I now proceed to add, that the strong and deep-
sottled conviction of all intelligent persons amongst us is, that in
order to support a useful and wise Government upon these popu-
lar principles, the general education of the people, and the wide
diffusion of pure morality and true religion, are indispensable.
Individual virtue is a part of public virtue. It is difficult to con-
ceive how there can remain morality in the Government when it
shall cease to exist among the people; or how the aggregate of
the political institutions, all the organs of which consist only of
men, should be wise, and bencficent, and competent to inspire
confidence, if the opposite qualities belong to the individuals whe
constitute those organs, and make up that aggregate.

And now, fellow-citizens, I take leave of this part of the duty
which I proposed to perform, and once more felicitating you and
mysell that our eyes have seen the light of this blessed morning,
and that our ears have heard the shouts with which joyous thou-
sands welcome its return, and joining with you in the hope that
every revolving year shall renew these rejoicings to the end of

time, | proceed to address you, shortly, upon the particular occa-
gion of our assembling here to-day.

Fellow-citizens, by the act of Congress of 30th September, 1830,
provision was made for the Extension of the Capitol, according
to such plan as might be approved by the President of the United
States, and the necessary sums to be expended, under his diree-
tion, by such architect as he might appoint. ‘This measure was
imperatively demanded for the use of the Legislative and Judi-
ciary departments, the public libraries, the occasional accommo-
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dation of the Chiel’ Fixecutive Magistente, pud (or other objects,
No act of Congress incureing a lnrge expenditure has received
savre genoral approbation tromn the people,  ‘The Presidont has
procecded 1o execnte the lnw, e hay approved o plan; e has
nppointed nn avehiteet; and all things ave now ready for the com-
mencement of the work.,

The Annmiversary of National Indepotdence nppenraed to aflond
an auspicious occasion for laying thoe foundation-stone of the ad-
ditional building. 'That ceremony has now been performed, by
the President himself] in the presence snd view of this multitude.
He hay ibought that the day and the occasion made a united and
imperative call for some short addriss to the people here assem-
bled; and it is at his request ihat 1 have appeared before you to
perform that part of the duty which was deemed incumbent on us.

Beneath the stone is deposited, nmong other things, a list of
which will Le published, the following brief account of the pro-
oeedings of this day, in my handwriting:

“On the morning of the first day of the Seventy-sixth year of
‘the Independence of the United States of America, in the City of
‘ Washington, being the 4th day of July, 1851, this stone, designed
‘as the corner-stone of the extension of the Capitol, according to
‘a plan approved by the President, in pursuance of an act of Con-
¢ gress, was laid by

‘MILLARD FILLMORE,
‘PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

‘assisted by the Grand Master of the Masonic Lodges, in
‘the presence of many members of Congress, of officers of the
‘Executive and Judiciary Departments, National, State, and
‘District, of officers of the army and navy, the Corporate autho-
‘rities of this and neighboring cities, many associations, civil and
‘military and masonic, officers of the Smithsonian Institution and
‘ National Institute, professors of colleges and teachers of schools
‘of .the District, with their students and pupils, and a vast con-
‘ coprse of people from places near and remote, including a few
‘surviving gentlemen who witnessed the laying of the corner-stone
‘of the Capitol by President Washington, on the eighteenth day
‘of September, seventeen hundred and ninety-three.

“If, therefore, it shall be hereafter the will of God that this
‘structure shall fall from its base, that its foundation be upturned,
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“nnd this deposit brought to the eyes of men, he it then known,
“that, on this day, the Union of the nited States of Amerion
catnnds firm, that their Constitution still exists nnimpaired, s.ad
“with nll ity original usefulness and glory; growing svery Jday
“yironger and stronger in the afleetions of the great hody of the
“ Amerienn people, and attracting more and more the admiration
‘of tho world.,  And all here assembled, whather bolonging to
‘public life or to private life, with hearts devoutly thankful to
‘ Altmighty God for the preservation of the liberty and happiness
‘of the country, unite in sincere and fervent prayors that this
‘doposite, and the walls and arches, the domes and towers, the
‘columns and entablatures now to be erected over it may endure

‘forever!
“Gon save THE UNITED STATES o AMERICA.
“DANIEL WEBSTER,
“Secretary of State of the United States.”

Fellow-citizens: Fifty-eight years ago Washington stood on
this spot to execute a duty like that which has now been per
formed. He then laid the corner-stone of the original Capitol.
He was at the head of the Government, at that time weak in re-
sources, burdened with debt, just struggling into political exist-
ence and respectability, and agitated by the heaving waves which
were overturning EKuropean thrones. But even then, in many
important respects, the Government was strong. It was strong
in Washington’s own great character; it was sirong in the wis-
dom apd patriotism of other eminent public men, his political
associates and fellow-laborers; and it wasstrong in the affections
of the people.

Since that time astonishing changes have been wrought in the
condition and prospeots of the American People; and a degree of
progress witnessed with which the world can farnish no parallal.
As we review the course of that progress, wonder and amagement
arrest our attention at every step.  The present occasion, although
allowing of no lengthened remarks, may yet perhaps admit of a
short comparative statement between important subjects of np-
tional interest. as they existed at that day and as they now exist.
I have adopted for this purpose the tabular form of statement, 8o
being the most brief and the most accurate.
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COMPARATIVE TABLE.

| Yenr 171,
NLmbﬂr ul States Ce : 1

Represontatives and Senators in Con-
gresy . . .| L35
Population of the Umtml States . 3000, 828
Populstion of Boston . 18,088
Population of Baltimore 13,509
Populuuon of Philadelphin . . 42,521)
Population of New Youk (city) . 33,121
PO ulation of' Washington | . . ..
Populatlon of Richmond . 4,000
Population of Charleston . . 16,3569
Amount of receipts into the Treasury | 85,720,624
Amount of expendituresofthe U. States | 87,629,575

Amount of imports .
Amount of exports . . .
Amount of tonnage . (tons)
Area of the U. States in square miles
Rank and file of the army
Militia (enrolled) .
Navy of the United States (vessels)
Navy armament (ordnance) . . . .
Treaties and conventions with foreign
Powers . . C
Light-honses and llght-boatq.
Expenduures for do.
Area of the Capitol. :
No. of miles of railroad in operatlon
Cost of ditto . . . . .
No. of miles in course of construction
Lines of telegraph, in miles . :
Number of post offices. . . . .
Number of miles of post route . :
Amount of revenue from post offices .
Amount of expenditures of Post Office
Department. . . e . e
Number of miles mail transportatlon
Number colleges. . . . .
Public libraries . ..
Volumes in ditto .
School libraries . .
Volumes in ditto. . . .
Emigrants from Europe to the U S.
Coinage at the Mint . . . . .

L
L r L L »
»

. |831,000,000
. 826,109,000

520,704
805,461
5,120

(n.on;.) |

0
12
812,061

: one-half acre

200
5,642
$104.747

$72,040
19
35
75,000

10,000
$90,604

AL O el deprwlg, o L]

Year 1851,
J1

206

24 267,408
136,871
169,054
109,045
515,507
40,073
27,582
42,083
$143,774,848
830,355,208
$178,138,318
$151,808,720
3,035,454
3,314,365
10,000
2,000,450

76

2,012

90

372
$520,205
4) acres.
10,287
306,607,954
10,0922
15,000
21,551
178,762
85,592,971

85,212,953
46,541 428
121

694
2,201,632
10,000
2,000,000
299,610
$52,019,465




